
TAPE 263B HAROLD SLADE AND AUB JOHNS. Recorded  9 February 1982. Part 
5/5. 

0:09      Gwen Johns (sister) used to walk to Keinbah school 
0:34 Laurie Harrison (uncle) working on the engine 
2:43 George Brown's sawmill at Deadman's Creek on the old Maitland Road 

near the family of Farrell. 
3:35 George Edwards lived closer to Sawyers Gully. 
3:42 Early Cessnock-Maitland route.. The road was blocked at Testers. Couldn't 

get through via Kurri or East Greta. 
4:10 Tom Monnix - the Monnix family are all buried in Brunkerville. 
4:24 Barney Farrell 
5:11 Molly Monnix - lives at Chinaman's Hollow. One of the first women to 

ride in the shows. 
6:43 Lilly Forbes from Quorrobolong. Her sister was called Daisy. 
7:45 George Ryder had a few vines. Ryder left his property to the hospital.  
8:16 Seth Wilkinson had 3 daughters. One married Bill Kearsley, the other 

married Pendlebury -  the father of Eddie and another unknown. ** 
8:51 Bill Kearsley and an old herbalist called Besoff (?). 
9:48 Jack Wilson, chemist 
9:57 Charlie Peters 
10:37 Recollection of Kearsley's orchard 
10:53 Recollection of Wilkinson's orchard 
11:30 Location of "Old" George Ryder's home - an old slab house which burned 

down in a bush fire. 
12:50 George Ryder left estate to hospital 
13:10 Location of Boland's property 

 Peter Boland 
14:03 Recollection of Boland's vineyard using the old wooden screw press.  
14:44 Mary Boland 
15:02 Jim Boland - had twin girls 

 John Boland father of Peter with three sisters.Peter took over the farm. 
15:49 Roy Troy. His wife Mrs Troy (daughter of Tom Wills and matron at the 

hospital for a long while) was still living in Lochinvar at the time of the 
interview. 

16:38 Tom Dobson Wills.  
17:08 Kaiser's Hill. Max Lake. The Lambtons and the Draytons were neighbours. 
17:43 Joe Kiem  
17:59 Location of Boughton's property 
18:27 Rosedale racecourse, location of 
19:03 Lovedale racecourse, location of 
19:09 O'Neill's racecourse, location of 
19:16 Bellbird racecourse, location of 
20:37 Location of "Old Red Inn", Bellbird - early surveyors stayed at this inn. 

Mrs O'Neill was the innkeeper. 
21:23 Owen O'Neill 
22:48 Recollection of early boarding house - Davy Parkinson kept it at the end 
23:29 Terry O'Toole had a second hand shop. 
24:15 George White Brown 
24:33 Jim Carroll used to drive the T model Ford for George White Brown. 



25:22 Cec Jurd (Oddfellows) 
26:41 "Mantlepiece" Harry Miller - silent partner to O'Toole.  
28:15 Ivy Fletcher (sister to Renie Fletcher) 
28:18 Reg Fletcher, Bill Fletcher 
29:33 Rowley Brown. Billy Glynn who owned a bike shop. 
30:41 Alwyn Williams       
32:21 Rowley Brown jnr preached at the Baptist Church. Congregational Church, 

Hall Street, Cessnock 
33:28 John Hughes Jones (uncle) 
33:38 Recalls "pulling down" Congregational Church. 

Dr Cohen. Grant Smith. 
35:33 The two Williams sisters. Albert Edwards, Athol Edwards took the roof off 

the church. 
35:58 Reg McMullen and Harold pulled the rest of it down. 
36:02 Harold Elwood bought the lot for $50. 
37:43 Lee and Oliver - The Strand 
38:04 Location of open-air picture theatre and boxing ring 

 Tom Farrell 
38:29 Voysey owner of first Cessnock picture show 
39:04 The Amphitheatre. Blacksmith shop owned by McCulloch. Miss Frost's 

shop. Sievier's shoe shop.  Bill Ward used to play the piano at the theatre. 
40:44 Dick Hunter - had a merry go round. 
40:51 Ernie Woodhouse  
41:26 George Pring - making coffins and sold to Fry Bros. 
41:34 Location of Barringham & Johnson - cabinet maker and undertaker. 
42:42 Aub had an attack of asthma and recovered living in with Doctor Lane. 

Recalls watching early boxing bouts.  
43:41 Eddie McGorty 
43:46 "Bluey" Jones 
43:54 "Milty" Bailey, "Sharky" Bailey 

 Tape duration:    44:10A 
    

**Note: Seth Wilkinson's younger daughter, Betsy, married William Kearsley. His elder daughter, 
Sarah Ann, married Edward Woodman, not a Pendlebury. 

--- 

Please email archives@newcastle.edu.au if you are a subject of the interview, or know a subject of 
the interview, and have cultural or other reservations about the interview and summary being made 
available on this website and would like to discuss this with us. 


