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femur, as they are' also on the skull.
The femurs exhibited &howed clearly
that Deeming's bone approximated to
the primitive Barham thigh bone, more
than to the modern bone. The points
of importance are the angle of the
neck of the femur, the shape of the
shaft, and the comparison of the width
of the respective condyles.
These specimens demonstrated the
anatomical basis of Deeming's physical
appearance and mode of walking. He

was described as a small man with long
arms, who continually kept his head
hanging down, and walked "with a
kind of a limp, a slouching walk, a sort
of shuffle."
The reason of the confusion in the
minds of the mental specialists who
examined Deeming iti that they were
dealing with a primitive brain which
had turned criminal. In conclusion,
the lecturer indicated the lineti on which
tiuch cases tihould be treated.

.Some Recollections of the Aborigines of New
South Wales in the Years 1848,
1849 and 1850
(By H.

O'SULLIVAN WHITE.)

Tilconllh tht' eourtf'sy of "{r. '''". J. Enright WI' arf~ ahll' to publish thi.~ papl'r. which wa~ rl'[Il1 hrfon' thp' ~1aitland :--:"i':lltitir
~ocil't:r many years ago.
~r. H. O'Sullivan Whitl' was a l.ict~nst>d SUf\-'I'yor MtaC'hf'd to the Lands Ut'partnu·1It 01 ~I"\
South Wal('~. III hi:-\ latl'r )"t'ars he workf'd in thl' :\laitlalltl di:-:tri·:t.

BEFORE commencing my rl'l'oJlection~
I may as well inform you that I am a
native of the Hunter, and was born
within two miles of this sid(' of Singleton,
in ~oVl'mber, 1:'\(;1, so that I am close
on G4 year~ of age. I make this
prpliminary ~tatE'nll'nt because it, was
in my boyhood and youth I obtained
what knowledge I have of the Ah()rigine~.
What I write will be in a chronological
and narrative form, without any prrtE'ntions to being ~cientifk I WE'll
remember th('m as a boy. being very
numerOllll about. Singleton, then known
as Patriek's Plains; they often. visited
my father's place, Greenwood. now
own'ed by John 1\1oore. Their principal
place of encampment was on the
property of the late John How, adjoining
Grpenwood on the one side and Singleton
the other. It seemed to be a belief
amongst the blacks of the Hunter that
after death their future state would
be that of white men, but I have since
thought t,his may have bpen put into
their heads by the whiteti who mixed
with th('m, by way of a joke. I have
a distinct remembrance of a large

corroboree taking plac(' on tl1l' banI-; or
the HlIntt'r in one of ~Ir. How'" p:uld(wk,;
"ollwwhrrE' near whl'rp the hl'idgp now
stands on the \Yp"t brook road. Tht'r,'
muM have Iwpn do~E' upon ·100, if not
more. present; they WPI'(' not all
Huntrr black~. till' :\J:u:lpav anti
"Manning tribes Iwlppd to makl.' lip t ht·
numbrr. It was a ('Ollllllon ()"('lIrrt'n('p
in those days for adjoining" trilws to
meet. and make their demonstration".
some of thrm having the appt'anuu'p or
warlike exercisE'~, while others partook
more of the charact('r of a (·olllt·dy.
What was thE'ir purpose I havt' 111"'1'1'
learnt, bnt they havp alway!' SPI'lllt'd
to me mort' like sodal gatlwrings than
anything else. However. a.< I go a long
I have more ('olTobort'e~ to "pea k of.
and a~ 1 was tl1l'n oldel' aUlI ht'ttPl' a hit,
to observe. [ took Illore not if'p and will
gi\'e sueh their charaderist.il's.
In the t'arly part of the ypa!' II" II"
my fat·her received instrul'tiOI1S frotll
the then Surveyor-Uent'ral, :-:lir T. L.
l\Iitchell, to pro~'eed O\'l'!' t!1t' Li"t'!'l'ool
Hangt' or, rath!'r. the t1i\"iding" rang'"
between the eastl>rn and wt'stl'rn watt'!'s .
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to start t.he feature survey of that part
of tbe colony, t,bat is, to t,raverse t.be
watercourses o.nd ranges so that they
might be charted, for up to t.bat time
they were unknown to all but t.he
squatter, his stockmen, and shepherds.
I accompanied my father on that
occllsion in t.he capacity of an assistant.
There were five ot.hers, making seven
in all, counting my fat,her. It was
while thus employed J saw a good deal
of the blacks and their habits. We
Iwd one with us, a. mau about five and
twenly; his name, he informed us,
was l'addy Tighe, but who christened
him he never said. J fancy he got his
naml' from his humour, for he was full
of it, and decidl'dly Irish in its character.
WI' had him for nl'arly three years, and
!'l'grl'tt cd his loss; he was sl'duced
from us by a squatt.l'r, Paddy was a
ypr~' intelligent. black;
he knew all
Ih., fixed sIal'S of any magnitude, as
well as Ihe planets in our hl'misphere,
and wlll're to look for tlll'm at, particular
sea"lOS; eaeh had its naml', but
1I11fortllllRtely I ('annol lind till' r('cord.
I hav!' it somewhere; when it. t,urns
HI' I will with pll'asure give Ihe names
to 0,1' Soddy. I r('memb('r only two,
Ihosp of Venus aud Ar('turus, the
fOl"llwl ('alled Tyndn'ma, the laUer
(JlIoinhl'long. Th('}' havl' names also
for I'nory inequalily of the smface of
Ihe land; pach wat.'r holl' and bend
in Ow s!rpams ha\'l' also their distinctive
'I:.mp, and of ('oursI' ea('h varil'tv of
timl/l'r is namcd; pl'euliarly formed
In'l's arp alRO noted. To such an extent
did tlu'v earry out. this talent t,hat I
hano known ilwm t·o d'irect a strange
hl:I('k a routl' to him othl'rwise unknown
and t he stranger to fiud it. by the direcIions jriven from Ihis knowledge. I
"ill tilt\\' pro('eed to give some informalion about. a habit. thl'y had, which
in some way must have applied to their
rpligiotls belief.
()nl' of a tribl', always a leading
ml'mlJl'r, and gl'nl'rally wl'lIup in yl'ar8,
dsifl'd alone SOIllI' inal'cessible place
io t IH' mountains, there forming a
!'irdp of slones of considerable size, the
,'il'd., being about seven fl'et in diameter.
In this he was to stand and intl'rview
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the l(landall or spirit (whether good or
evil I never could make out, but held
in great dread). The vigil lasted three
days and three nights, the interview
with the spirit only occurring in the
night. The black who underwent this
ordeal became the camgy, that is.
chief direct.or of his tribe. J have met.
with numbers of these stone circles,
always on high points of the ranges
and the country very broken,particularly .
amongst the Warrumbungle ranges.
On the Castlereagh Itiver I have met
with them, also on the Nandewar
Ranges between the Namoi and Gwydir.
I do not put up for a scientist, so must
leave it to them to elucidat.e. I but
give what J have seen, but to me,
untutored as I am, it seems a strange
coincidence that these savages should
make use of this mystic sign. They
had tribal laws amongst themsel\'es,
which were st.ricUy enforced. I was
prescnt, at a, council where one of the
tribe was tried for some o/Tence; his
judges were the old men, who sat, on
their heels in a circle, the culprit standing
in Ute centre. Each one of the old
mell made a speech, speaking with
great dignity, and making lise of their
hands at, turns to impress their hearerx
wiUt what t.hey said, and the audienel'
uttNing exclamations of assent or
dissent as it. struck them. Throughout
the meeting t,he utmost. (juietness and
gravity prevailed, and no meeting of
dvilized individuals could have been
held with greater decorum. The culpril
who replied 1..0 the accusation was
acquitted on this occasion. ShorUy
aUer this event, while we were encamped
at one of Rouse's stations on .Ute
Castlereagh, I saw a dozen or more
young blacks who had at a recent
Borah hel'n made young men of, that is,
they could take unto themselves wives,
and have a voice in council. The
wounds made in t.he operation of
scarifying were quite fresh, and unhealed.
Upon their arms, thighs, back and
breast,s were open wouuds that couh)
not have been more than three or four
days old. I have never witnessed a
Borah, nor, I fancy, has any othpr
white man been permitted to do so.
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I have heard from the blacks descriptions of portions of the ceremonies but
as I cannot vouch for them, I do not
give them. I have seen numbers of
the Borah grounds. The place chosen
for these ceremonies is generally the
top of a flat ridge, and the trees around
the spot fixed upon, about an acre or
two, are carved for about twelve feet
from the ground. There seem to be
two patterns, one curved, the other
angular; many of these places can
still be traced. Within late years I
have seen one of them near the head
of the Williams River.

:\Ian and Lubra. north·,\'~st of
\Vestt>rn Australia.

On one occasion I witnessed the
death and burial of an old blackfellow.
~e were encamped at the time-early
10 1849--0n the banks of the l\lacquarie
River, where the town of Dubbo now
stands, and close to us a tribe of
Aboriginals had their ca'mp. Death
was the result of old age. I well
rememher seeing the oln man when he
was dying, stretched on a po~sl1m
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rug in a rude back gunyah. As Roon
as life had departed, a great commotion
took place in the camp, the gins yelling
and tearing their hair, several of the
men preparing the body for burial.
This was done by doubling up the
corpse, bringing the chin between the
knees, wrapping possum rugs around it,
and binding it in this position with the
belts taken from their loins; these were
rudely netted sashes some six feet. in
length-all the men at that time wore
them-to which in front and behind
were appended bunches consisting of
strips of kangaroo skin tied together,
and which was the only covering t.hey
ever wore. No sooner was the body
thus tied up than one of them took
it upon his shoulders, others relieving
him when he got tired, and moved off
with it to the sand ridges back from thG
river, the whole lot stringing after the
body, the gins apparently lamenting as
they went along, and in fifteen minutes
after the neath not a black remained
in the camp. They buried him on a
sand ridge about a mile from the river.
They took considerable pains in doing
this. After making a hole some three
or four feet deep (it was very soft), t.hey
placed the body in it just as it was
bound, that is, in a sitting posture, and
covered it up. They then described a
circle around the grave, taking the
grave for the centre, about sixteen feet
in diameter, and then, with small
wooden spades made from the mrall
wood (nsen by them for grub hunting
to nig along the roots of the gum trees.
exposing the h()\e of the grub, which
was hooked ont with a twig. large white
ones being considered by them a gTeat
delicaey), carefully removing the earth
from within the cirriI', and formed with
it a dome-shaped mound over tilt'
gTave, its outer edge being ahout two
feet from the rim of the (',ircll'. They
then carved the trees around it in t.he
same way that their borah gTounds were
done. Part of Dubbo must now stand
where this tomb was so earefullv raised
by the poor blacks. Little d'id thev
foresee when engaged in their t:H~k thdt
the town of the white man would
stand o'er his grave.
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I will now endeavour to give you
80mI' idea of the 8kill of the Aborigine8
in tracking, or trucking a.B they have
it in America. We were, at the time
of the occurrence I am ahout t,o relate,
encamped at the confluence of Cox's
('!rel~k with t,he Namoi, the present
site of Boggabri. A hut keeper in thc
employment of a Mr. Denman was 1081.
in the scrub at the back of the rock
known as Coopabirndi, this was in
the wintl'r of lS50. J went out with
two bl:1cks, the beforl'-mentioned J>addy
twing one of them, to try and find him.
He was a wooden legged man, an 0111
servant of the late Bclenus Scott, of
Glendon, who had found his way np the
emm'.ry. We had no difficulty in
get.ting on his tnll'k, on af'.count, of the
wooden leg. We foJlowcd it, over rocks
• and s'nnes, somet.imes losing it, from
thc nat·ure of t,he countrv. Whcnl'ver
this look plaec, a mark was made whcre
the last track was found, then the blacks
\'<ould starl, from Ihl' mark and, moVing
in Ollllosite direel ions, 1I1,on Ihl'ir haOlls
and Imccs, each kaf, slick and stonl'
W:IS 1'llrl'fnJly l'xalllincd and, moving
in a I'ir!'ular dil'l'l'l ion so as to Illl'!'t
fnrlhl'r on al SOIllI' distanel' frotH tlJ('
mark, hy Ihis Illl'ans thl'Y invariahly
1','1'''''1'1'1,;1 Ihl' tnH'k. \V..- found liv'I'
of .h.. poor man's (':IlllpS, formed of
honghs. II" nmst havI' wandcred rouOlI
lllld ronnd, hUI WI' ncvl'r fouOII hilll.
A ,·iflll'llt· storm of rain ('a III I' on,
ohlill'mting the Iraeks, and, although
WI', knowing hI' mnsl, haH' III'('n dosl'
10 ns, coo-I'l'd, til"l'd gllns olT ,,,,,I
sl'al"l'''l'd t."I' 8("ruh aronnd, WI' e01l1,1
/(1'1 nn Iml'" of "im, anll ha.1 10 ahandon
him to his' fall'. I saw an :H'I'0l1l1t· in
IIII' .11 "if/lind ,1I/'n'lIrI/ SI'V1'I1II'I'n \"l'ar.,
aft.'nnmls of til<' liOllin/! of his skl'I~'lnn,
wond.'n kg and all, dnsl' In whl'l"l' '\'l'
lost tI... t r:lf'k.
I 1Illls1 now givI' ~'Oll smnl' filI'I her
ael'onnts of l'nrrnhnrf'I's. One Ihal, I
"aw 1111 till' MI'eki was yerv l"l'llIarkabl"
frnlll 1111' way tllf' blaeks w"-re rig/!"d out.
TIll' hl'l/'ks infornwll me it, I'alll" from
()II...·Jl~lal"l. Thl'y "vidl'nlly IIsl'd to
Iran"lllil I 1Il'~I' l'I'rl'nHlIlil's Irom om'
Irilll'lo fl,,' otlll'r, thlls rl'Kl'llIhling ilIOn'
!"i,"iliz,'11 l'olllnHlllil ions wit h tlll,ir plays.
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Each performer was got up in a curious
way. Besides being painted while and
red ina hideous wa.y, each man had
three lances a.ttached to him, some
eight feet in length, wit,h t,ufts on t.he
upper ends, one lance on each side, the
other in the centre of the back, secured
at the loins and shoulders, their !Jail'
being spread out as much as possihle,
having a singular effect in the light
givl'n by t.he moon and fires. They
went t,hrough their evolutions in time
to the chant of t.he gins and, when
they lined up, as it were, in fronl, of
an enemy, made them look very.
imposing.
I will give one more account. of a
corroboree of a different character Ihat.
I witnesscd in New Englanll in
N ovelllber, 1S50, two miles this side
of Armidale. Thcre were some fiOO
in a II, inl'1udin/! the J\oI acleay and Clarl'nl'e
HiveI' blacks, as well as those of New
England. The plot, for so I mllsl. call
it, was asingnlar one, and very laughablc
in its dinollrment. Piet.ure to yoursclf
this number of blacks massed in a body,
:111 elaborately painted white and red
hl'forc the large fircs lighted for till'
ol'easion, forming a square within ",hieh
yon eould not. Sl·l'. All aI, Olll'l', ill •illll'
10 I hl'ir rude chant, opening oul to till'
righl and left int.o line wilh as mlll'h
l'rrl'ision as soldil'rs on parade, an
objed ('oming into view which puzzled
VOII to SIIV what it was.
At last vou
;lis('oVl'r il to be a black fellow . all
sml'an'd ovcr wilh honey, to which
adhprcd Ihe while down of birds, giving
him a. most grotesque appcarance.
'\l"'nrlling 10 thl'llI he represcnts the
llehil Ill·hil hy hopping before Ull'm
whill' thl'y I'xel'ufe a war daneI', Ihl'ir
sprars pninled t.owards l1im as if for
throwing, and thcir fel·t, coming to the
grclllnll tog('lhl'r, in time 10 the beat of
the gins. They are excellcnl, time
kl'epl'rs-Ihey ncvcr make It mistakewlll'n going Ihrough Ihcir pl'rformane('R,
whieh they generally finish off abollt
1wI,lve o'(·loek.
Thl' llIorning aftl'r t.he corroboree
I waR a spI'et~ltor of, J imagine. what,
Il'w whitcs hav" witnessed, Hlltt, is, the
earrying nllt of a. senlcnl'c passcd upon
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an Aboriginal by his trihe for the
stealing of a gin belonging to another
tribe. The sentence was that he should
have twelve spears thrown at him from
a distance of twelve paces. The only
protection allowed him to guard against
the Rpears was a small shield, called
bv them a heileman, made of hard
~ood about four inches wide where the
hand hold was, about tiftE'en inches long,
pointed at both ends. EYery spear was
thrown by a different black, and with
all the force of the throwE'r, and true to
its mark. Everyone he met wit h his
heileman, and tliey glanced off, leaving
him unharmed. His position while
reeeiving them was sitting on his hams.
I was duse to him, and he never shrank.
His nerve must have been great. After
the punishment was over there was a
general scrimmage. From what eause
I did not learn. The eoast blacks,
that is, those of the :\lacleay and
ClarE'nce Hh·er. sl'paratl'd from the
Nl'W England blaeks, then one from
each hod~' steppE'd out in front, arml'd
only with a boomerang. Then thev
cOI;1meneed running up and duwn.
talking awa~', t'vidently abusing onl'
an')tller. and getting stl'am up. till it
came to bursting point. wht'n they l'ach
let a boomerang go along the ground
in a vil'ious manner. This was the
sequel of battle. and t Ill' fight beeame
general.
They used nothing but
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boomerangs and waddies. It was soon
over, neither side as far as I could see
getting the better of it. There were
none killed; a few cut about the legs
from the boomerangs, and some with
bruised heads from the waddies were
all the casualties. After it was over
they seemed as friendly as ever. This
was the only blacks' fight I ever
witnessed, and a very harmless one it
was.
I have no knowledge of the native
dialects.
The \Viraguri was spoken
upon the Macquarie and Castlercagh
Rivers, and the Kamilaroi on the Namoi
and Bundarra Rivers.
Some of the finest physical specimens
of the race were blacks I saw upon the
Barwon, fellows standing over six feet
and built in proportion. They were
in a primitive state, as active as cats,
and the way they could climb a Iargl'
gum tree was a caution. To SPC onc
tackle a gum tree five feet through,
straight, without a limb for sixty feet.
no assistance from anything but a small
tomahawk. would astonish yOIl. ThE'
modE' of procedure consisted of cutting
two 1l0tchE's, the first one about, the
If'vel of his hip, the other ahove his
hE'ad. AscC'ndiug these, hE' again repE'ats
the opC'ration. and continnes so to do
nntil ht, reaches the top, never faltering
on his wa~·. I have never heard of.
nor SE'l'n, one fall.

