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PU BLIC.

TO THE

Many epplications having been made for the perusal of ihe
letter of my Husbend, Jomx Statem, from New
South Wales, containing an account of the manners,
customs, and present stals of that colony, and having
Jound it empossible to accommodate as many as I could
wish, I have thought proper to have the leiter printed,
by which every person may be accommodated at a small
expense. ond will at the same lime, it it hoped, in
some measure, arsist me in- fulfilling my husband’s
wishes. by enabling me, if I can obtain permisiion
Jrom his Majesty's Government, lo go to him, with my
Jour children, to settie in that country.

CATHARINE SLATER.

Millstone-lune, Dec. 5th, 1818.

A LETTER.

-

SYDNEY, New SoutTe Watss, AsriL 27, 1818,

My dear Wife,

. NGO distance, mo lengih of absence, nor yer any
 pleasures or amusements ¢an 80 far attract my auension as to
- tause me to neglect writing according to my premise, to endea-
~ vour as far as in my power lies, to ameliorate the sufferings of my

unhappy family, and to satisfy the curiosity of my frienSs. On
 the 1ath day of July, 1817, we were aroused by break of day to
-t enter upon a fresh scene to the one we had lately been used 10:
‘v myself and many others of my Hulk-mates were ordered 1o pre-
% pare immediately for our departure from the Capuvity fHulk, to
+ proceed on board the ship Larkers, for our destination at New
1 douth Wales, where we found ourselves guarded safely by soldiers

who were placed ai the hatchways of the vessel, and, two hua-

dred and fitty in number of us, confined to the main deck, couped

up as close as sheep in a fair, but | must acknowledge, however
unpleasant it was, Captain Wilkinson aliowed us every comfort
we could reasonably expect, and indulged a ceriain number of us
with the liberty of the deck, as fac as seemed to him consistent
with his safety, and when he got better acquainted with the men,
took off their irons and shewed favor to the deserving—shortly
after we got on board the Larkers, we waighed anchor, and set
sail, and again cast anchor at Torbay, from which place we ﬁnnﬂz
bade adieu 1o Old Englaad, on the 13t of Augest, 1817, and wit
a flying top sail sighed our last farewell 1o ouz sweethears, wives,
familses, friends, and relations ; but so hardened in infamy are mosi
men in A similar capacity to that in which [ am unhappily placed,
and s0 abandoned Lo all sepse of tine leeling or atfection, that
instead of & serigus gloom prevailing, nothing but curses and blas-
phemy was mpparent in every eye and countenance. Ourship
was very healthy, for we lost but'three men from cur numbes,
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We had a very pleasant passage of exactly siateen weeks, cx-
cepting two nights and one day, which were something alarmin
to & landsman, but seamen fear no danger, and only view suc
macters with indifference.  We arrived here on the z1st of No-
vember, 1817, and in the midst ol anxiety, every heart was elate
with the news, anxioos once more to se¢t foat on shore, and to
iearn in what manner the prisoners were likely to be disposed of,
cach mean sedulous for his own welfare, Our Captain had in the
course of his voyage kept well up to the southward, so that I
neverin my life experienced more ¢old, but now we were arrived
In a climate, where we had been led to believe we should find
ourselves annoyed by too much heat  But this is a very mistaken
notion ; the chimate 1s very healthy, and the air is traly salubrious,
and as Lhe seasons vary of course gradually according to natuse,
the diffe;ence of summer is only affecting to persons who are
compelled to lake more #xercise than ordinary.

Belore | proceed too far, 1 shall think proper to mform you of
arobbery which tock place; on my coming on board the ship |
consigned my box and property into the hand of the chief mate,
who likewise received property of other persons on board, and
put the whole down the ho& which from some inatiention of the
said chief mate, was golten at by the prisoners, and plundered
m teto, sad not found out tifl we arrived at Sydney, when it was
too late 1o discover the offenders, and 1 have not been able to re-
cover the same, which has been a very great loss to me. 1 men-

uon this cirfumstance, to act 28 a caution to you, that whoever {

you may give the charge of your property to, you may be sare
and lock at 1t about once a month, observing the maost leisare
time, not to be 100 tioublesonie, as | know o6f no better way of
your secuting yoursell than this, from the desperate robberies
which are commiited conswantly on board such ships bringing
convicis to this country—/for instead of conviction softening their
conduct, and leading them to reformation, as might be su pased,
they are hardened thereby, and will thieve from a piece o
to the main mast if it were possible they
they have none, they would assoon r
stranger, and mind w{mt I caution you
shi'?‘ with the best of them. Observe 1
he first countryman 1 met after la
a tailor, whomn the prapleof Nottinghar:
18 healthy and Joing well.
Now, my dear wife, | shall endeavour
! the manuers and cusioms of this co
hahited by Britons. vary inuch frem th
Isthe capital and the seat of governmen
ated on the wuth side of Cove, named
Cove; the government hoss Mo

}
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Harbour, stands on the summit of a regular hill about half a
mile from the water’s edge, altough the house is not to be com-

pared to any grnd buillding at home, it 18 nevertheless very pre.
possessing in its appearance to mrangers, and is truly grateful 10
the view of a persun just came 1o anchor, after a tedious voyage.
Government house lies on the east side of a ship at anchar, the
town 5., S. E. and W, and an the summit of a rock. Tio a view
westerly, is Dawes’s point. on which is a battery, mounting only
a few guns, but sufficient for what 15 intended. "The new general
hospital 35 to be observed on an eminence beyond the government
house, and 18 indeed 2 most excellent building exceeding all pos-
sibie expectation for so infant a Colony as this. and ia also ag
amiable a charity. lis inclosed by a large stone wall, is itselt a
stone edifice, and round it is a lolty and spacicus verandah, with
stone pillars, and a verandah also up stairs with wooden pitiars to
imitate those underneath, There are three surgeons appointed to
this hospital, viz the principal surgeon of the colony, and two
assistant surgeons, and some assistants to them. Ohn the 12ft of
the government house is & guard house, where mount the go-
vernor's guard; and on the left of that is the habiration and
office of his Excellency's Secretary; edjoining te which is next
the house of his honor the Judge Advocate; and next the resi.
dence of John Oxley, Esquire, Land Surveyor General; the hoase
opposite to which is occupied by the Rev. Mr. Cooper, the resi-
dent Chaplain; near this spot is the Bank of New South Wales,
and this quarter of the towu is most respectably inhabited,
Many of the inhabitants have got good houses of stone and brick,
very neatly executed, their private property ; but Sydney in gene-
tal commands the atiention of a stranger for its neatness even in,
the poorer orders of society, every house having a garden attached,
and most gardens being stocked with the peach Lres, which thrives
abundantiy and gives a most dehghtfal countenance to nature ia
her cultivauion sad improvement by art. A new house is about
to beerecied for the Supreme Judge ; and among the buildings of
the colony, | must enumerate the basracks at head-quarters as a
principal ; the soldiers’ hospital, at Sydney; government house
2l Parramatia ; the hight house at the entrance of Port Jacksen,
on the south head of the harbour’s mouth, &c. There is at
srdnﬁva space of ground umactosed, called Hyde Park, named
alrer Hyde Park at London, butis at present mereiya spot of land
Niended to be improved ugon as time may best suit A peniten-
Uary 15 erecting, but upon what principie | cannot 1ay, 1t is ex.
Pected (o be finished in a few months.

Since the present Governor took the comound, the roads from
0% (o town have been very much improved, for the conve.
Tience of the seltlers brioging their produce to market, and niag
Piiscners have gained their pardon, by working upon these roads,
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and assisting in the construction of new ones, There 1s a good
road for upwards of one hundred and forty miles in the interior
nf the country, which branzhes off to the several towns, vix. Pae.
ramatta, sixiern miles from Sydoey te castie Hill, to Richmand,
to Windsor, to Hawkesbary, 10 Liverpool, to Bunbury Curran,
Cow Pustures. &c. and ta Bathurst Plans, beyond the Blue
Mountains. it a part of the country new'ly discovered

The Blue Maontaing are exceeding lofty, and to makea road
over which was considersd, at one time, aimoast insurmountable,
being so inexpressibly difficalt to ascend—steepand variable; but
Captain Cox, with a'chosen party of prisoners, succeeded about
three years ago. alier very great iabor and expeanse, in accom-
plishing this desired object, fnr which the prisoners received their
pardons, Seitlements are formed and forming on 1he other side
of these mountains, and <uch tertite grazing tand | never heard
speak of, as it is described to be; but ine land on ths nearer side
1smot so fruitful in many places as wished, and 10 cases of 2 flood,
ofr other accidents, Sydney and this part depend on another settle.
meny, called Van Diemaa’s Land, about nine hundred miles by
watet to the southward of Port Jackson, which, freed from any
sath impediment, produces the most astonishing crops, and snc-
cors this part {rom starvation. These floods | speak of, and
which we have reason to dread every March, or about that time,
are caused by the very heavy falls of rain vpon the Bige Moun.
\ains, which for the wantof a speedy vent in a proper chanuel,

oduce an influx of the River Hawkesbury, so high as twenty

TheT ST e

eet, at umes above the banks, and sweep away consequently, -

grain, pigs, pouliry, sheep, and cattle, and every thing, both crops
growing, and bharns with their contents, 1o the
settlers ingraeral, and towal ruin of many.

reat injury of the .
ot would scarce |

ctredit, that several gentlemen on these occasions lose four or five

hondred sheep, and consider themmselves luchy if they have time
10 save their caitle, which they preseive by driving Lthem on to the
nighlands. A corn stack with pouitry and pigs has heen geen
seven miles at sea, driven down tius river so rapidly; 1a short,
these Aoods sweep barns and houses not well secured, as well as
pioperty, and are the terror of the country—but what impo-
verishes one eslablishes another, as the sestlers umnjured by these
rains meke 4 fine market of the grain, inasmuchas wheat has been
so high, as the joaf weighing gibs sold for 3 dollar; but those
days arv gone by, the Van Dieman’s Lund supplying this place so
abundantly. ‘The produce of this country is mmply siock of
every kind; wheat and Indizn corn, And vepetables of all kinds;
but Van. Dieman’s Land coming nearer to the elimate of Englaud
is most productive of vegelable food, and of good kinds, The
growth of hops has been encouraged, aod also that of flan, but
the Jatter is not so much noticeg as might be expeeted. The
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tobacco plant has been, and is atlempted at by many, but does
aot aftan that perfection eapected. The mamufacture of the
country is but very little—some coarse cloth, and some hats are
the chief commudities attended to, and which have attamed any
degree cf perfection ; also eartheaware of an inferior quality. —
Soine small bugs have been built apd lawnched, bot the colony is
too young to be expected to produce any matters of importance.
At Paramatta there is a factory for ferates, who are employed in
spinning, &c in the manufactore of blankets, &e.: this is a go.
vernment establishment, and the place where women who do nos
conduct themselves with propriety are semt for punishment, and
confined for limited sentences, wher), if no amendment takes place,
they are Dunished ina more exemplary manner. .

The colony at large is governed by Lachlan Macguoarie, Esq
thera i5 also & Lieot--Governor at Head-quarters, {Parramatia,)
and another at Van Dieman’s Land, but all things require the
sanction and sigaature of Governot Macquerie to establish their
legality. The laws are executed by the authority of the Supremea
Judge, who supetintends eivil causes; by his Honor the Judge
Advocate, in criminal causes ; by the Supenntendant of Police,
and the several Magisisates of the colony, in rpeuy and frivelous

L

offences. A prisoner s very clotgly jopked after, and the Super-
inseﬂdanmmm powsrof scading a prisoner, baviog
committed an_effence, Lo Newcastle, the harbair where the con.
victg of this cnuntry-ase banished 1o 3 Be€an vend them for one,
Lwo, \hrec years, OF more, as the character of ibe peson, or the
nafure of the offence may fequine, o which. order the Govefnor
gives B sanclion, and that s seffcient. Al Magisirates have
thig power ; nevertheless, depredaticosare committed daily.  All
hieavy causes are sent o Sydney to be tried, and in cases of mur-
der at any out seitiements, the parties are returned Lhither, i _found
guilty. to be execuied ‘Trifling mattess are arranged without
troubling the Judge, it the parues are prisoners ; bulif free, the
regular forms of justice must be gone through.

On the atrival ot a ship of prisoners, the Governor’s Secretary |
gaes on board, accompanied by the principal Superintendanis of
convicts, and the radesmen in 1he service of government, for in.
stance, carpenters, bricklayers, &c  are selected ~fur the _seversl
branches they pretend to: servants also, of ceriain descriptions,
are spproptisted 10 such yentiemen as may want them, and whas
remain unengaged are then szot to tne different outposts 10 sup-.
P'y the settlers who may seek for thewr aid  ILis no uncommon
matier 1o see a jeweller, a clerk, ot a watlos, with a reaping-hook
1 hic hand cutting grain; or with an axe I’alhng‘ a tree. Hard
woik «nd hard fare 18 generally the lot of a setwtiers man, butl am
forlunate and remain at Sydney, head quarters. No prisoner
can travel fcom one town to another, withaut a pass signed by a
Magisirale, 0a pain of being sent 10 Newcasile, or punished at
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the discretion of a Magistrate, The Superintendant of convicts
assigns the men to their different gangs, when each man receives
arders what De is to do from another prisener appointed overseer
over him- -1hus prisoners becoming overssers, oblain their pardons
in course of time. Each gang musters and atteads church on a
Sunday morning. A prisoner for his labor receives 71bs of beef,
and 7lhs, of Aoar from the King's stores, and an overseer half ag
much more as a common man  Government men work [rom day-
light until three o'clock, excepting an hour for breakfast, and the
rest of the day is for the prisoner 1o employ himsell as he may
think proper, but on Saturdays from day-hreak unul ten o'clock
without a hreakfust hour A wman offending those in authority
aver hrm, is marked, and as men are constantly sens to (he oui.
stations, he may expect to be sent the firsi opportunity — thus
men are punished. Some offences, snch as stowing away in a
ship 1o desert from the eolony. and insolence, 8¢c are punishable
with the Jai! Gang, which gang is employed empiying necessaries,
and at all dirty and hard work, and sleep i Lhe jail, and are
compelied 1o wear a dress hall brown and haif white, eiposed 1o
public view  Industrious auteutive people, steady to their duty,
witl gain a living before idleand disorderly persons; but truth’ §
must tell, that a man must be well known befote he is entrusted,
or can do so comfortably as he might wish, as so many fall sharg
of their promises, and so much uriifice and dishonesty prevails,

and prisoners Lo, from our Courts of Cruminal Jurnisdiction, | shayy
endeavaur to explain in what manuer the wmsery, which is in.
tended they should bear, is extended to them: on their landing
at Newcastle both legs are put in irons, they are sev 1o work in
the coal-mines and about the lime-kilns, and ae looked afier
with the striciest scrutiny, A man au this ptace cannot eamn any
thing by labor, as all the work is on account of Goveriment, and
thus solely depending on his meat and flour, out of which he has
to defray his |odging, washing, &c. heis reduced to the lowest
stale of indigence and poveny which man can possibly bear, and
which I shouid (ail short in the expiznaticn of.

Newcastle derives its name from the two Newcastles in Eng-
land, both being famous lor their adjacent colleries, and this
Newcasile heing the only spot at this part of New South Wales
i which thal article is comeat  Van I;ll)irrmm‘s Land has a place
somewhere in the interior likewise, in which they dig this article
for t.he)r own purposes  Coals are freguenuy seat from this part
to India, but not in such large quantities as might be expecied
mostly iustead of other baliast should a ship be wanting. All
persons on the settlement of Newcastle ase prisoners, with the

exception of the Commandant, the Sur he 3
e goldiery, ey s geon, the Siorekeeper, and

As | have spoken of Newcastle, the place for sending couvm:sw
[

makes the misery sull fortber ; 3 constable ..
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ohtains half a ration more than 2 commen man ; 5o does anover-
seer and all petty officers, therefore in the midst of poverty, such
:an indulgeuce and an eXemption from the labor of the place,
‘makes them vigilant and duuful, even sometimes to more than
.strict propriety, for they are very often found in malicious lies
© and enmily against their fellow prisoners with the view of favor,
..;and when such case is exposed, the punishment they intended to

1

" ‘administer 10 another in very deservedly extended to theinselves.

- 7The Commandant is s hamane good man, but the people are such
" & setof rascals, punishment is actually necessary 1o be frequent for
= example sake. ‘The punishment generally mflicted at this place
3ds corporeal, and thaw over the breech, by the beat of the drum,
«. wo floggers alternately admitistering twenty five lashes until the
iguantum sufficit be given.  In this unhappy spot of caurse it hnE-
‘pens that some of good family, as well ag others, have Lo meet the
‘pnnishment of the place, for errors they may have commitled
: the country, and 1t I8 N0 uncommon matter to s¢e a clerk, a doc-
| tor, a clergyman, or at least persons inteaded for such employ-
" ments in the days of their youth, carrying a basket of iime or
| coals, in company with 2 man who has been bred a thisf from
- his cradle, has the misery of a self-convicting conscience adds
torment to their state, and the unhappy countensnce of each fel-
‘low sufferer adds poverly and makes the punishment more irk-
‘some. Men at this settiement reduced ta the last state of de-
“spair, frequently run into the woods and live upon what natute in
her uncultivated state affords amonﬁ the wiid productions of the
forest. But soon the deiusion vanishes, starvation threatens them
_close, and afraid Lo return to their duty, they make the beal route
they can, crossing nvers and lakes and sleeping in the open air,
enduring every privation ol comfort, until, if they shauid sarvive
the fatigue, they artive at some of the seulements where hor: of
the fostering band of christianity may lead them ; pity 1nduces
some of the poor settiers to relieve them, but fear which ever
haunts the guilty mind, makes them afraid to slay long ina
‘place, tifl al leagth they are apprehcuded, when they receive a
severe pumishment for Liieir misconduct, and provided they do not
stand charged with any addiional robbery, they are then returied
to where they ran from, where they again are punished A man
of the name of Creig, actuallg msserts, that when he made a s1-
milar «ffort (o extricate himself trom this state of bondage, he
came 1o a spot where he beheid, |e§n1n§ agalnst a tree, the skelee
ton of a man, with a musket by his side, also agatnst the_ tree,
and which he supposes to be a fusk ranger, like hinself, (as they
are calied who run away to the woods.) Many are compellied
trom hunger to give themseives up, and very frequently so stacved
that they can scarce crawl upon their hands and kness to the

happy spot of 2 dungeon.
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‘T'obacco, tea, and SUpar are so very expensive al New
that no poor man can purchase ; and nyhouil:i a prisoner the::sﬁt:;ed'
a friend ta send him a little of those articles, he gets pork, beef,
and flour, in retarn for what he mav induige his helghbour’with'
who have to rob their allowance of beet and flous 1o purchase
_.',u_ci-,h luxyries  Thereis al this Newcastie a goverament house, a
]‘al + & store house, a church, and an hospital, which are but indif.
erem‘bundmgl compared with those of Sydney; the poor pri-
s?ncrs houses are for the most part built of timber and mortar
Elmemd against them. The town is sitoated upon the river
juiter, numed after Governor Hunter, and is but small. About
cighty miles up the river on the second branch there are a few
setilers farmers, but these men are prisoners also, who have got a
grantfor purtrcular services performed Lo goverument. These men
3re fculed &t Patterson’s Plains, and the graio, &c. they grow
oes not leave Newceastle, neither is any lreflic allowed  to this
Port, saving i coals 5 the lime being all waated for government
,13 shall say buttittle of Van Dieman’s band, as the manners
'?h customs are exactly the sarne with the rest of the colony. .
1¢ seltlers from this part of the territory send potatoes and
o?mn, wool, wkins, Bec. in great quantities to Sydney. The seat
of the Licutenant-Gorerner 13 at 2luback town, on the Derwent
m’?h The other towns are George's Town, Port Dalrymple, &e.
are ¢ head clergyman of the colony is Mr. Marsden, and there
dht:ever::l astistant divines; there are also a good many methe-
dints. Who meel with poor engouragement from the lower orders
o y nrimmmn:ms sent from En land to convert the hatives
swenaw kegla@d, Otahaite, &c. which islands are within six or
e wvee ks sail, and to which we have severalimall vessels trade.
K scherdl Jailers of the colony have more toliowers than the
o g‘yl ave, yel | must acknowledge religion gains ground fast in
] Lc;‘ony. Formerly marriage was not known, but latterly un-
k:r the influence of Governor Macquarie, 10 his credit be it
dot:awn. thal ceremony is very frequently solemnized, and people
o not depend on each oiher's word, quite 5o much as osoal.
; owever such matters are loo common, aud scores of women I
now who have cohabited regularly with different men and lived
;; man .'Imd wife, happy with each, and wilth unconcern about it.
appy: 1 say wrong! for very litle happiness such a man oc
w(:imap has, but ] mean withow killing each other, a few blows,
and when that can’t do, why part and no more about il. Women
are generally of & very drunken cast, snd a glass of rum will
?;mhase favors even from married people, so very ill habits have
Y contracted either en board a ship or st home  If is 1o un-
common malter for women following their husbands to this colony
to lose their characiers on board the ship coming out—by drun-
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Lenness, whoredom, aod the like, and the comsequence is, they
have to provide for themselves on landing. as their husbands are
not compelled to take them under such circumsiances.  On the
arrival of a ship [rom England. a list of the letters is immediately
exposed for view, and T have often already looked this over very
anxiously, but never yet obtained onefor me  As | am speakiong
of letters, I think proper to mention, that all letters put in the
post office at home, must be postage paid to the Lard’s End,
which is done by inquiring of the posimaster at the office. who
will receive the cha:’Fe; and be sure you observe thal he writes
postage Iree on the direction, or it .stops in Londen effice, and
goes no further.

I kad nearly forgotten to inform you, of the most malerial
malter to me, of #ny I had to wrile concerning— we bave in this
colony a stocking frame, brought out here by a man of the name
of Bates, but who has since sold ittoa Jew  This Jew hires it
to 2 man of the name of Hilchcock, 8 Notlingham man  who
pays the rent for it, and makes out a comfortable living for himself
and family beside. Now. my dear Wifz, it seems 1o stijke me
very forcibly, that my friends will readily endeavour to assist me,
which can be easily enough done by avL iending their aid, as a
number may assist cne, when one may nol have the power to
help a many If they would collecta trifle it would arr help,
and then you or my brother Sam or Joe, might purchase me a
emall frame, it would be a fortune for you ta bring out to e,
One about 24 or 26 puage, and aboul 18 or 20 inches wide, so
that I could etther mfhe ose ar pieces, I eould get plenty of
work, and support my family in credit. If you can raisé this,
bring with you ako an engine to make needles, and also a few
reedles and siukers to begin with, likewise some cotion to make
astart Should you have any money over and above, keep it
close, and do not let your shipmates know of it, or you will be
robbed of it; and asihe Capisin will not, in all probability, be on
board when you first go on board. keep 1 snug until you are cer-

tain, but do not allow any person to know you have got maney,
of o see it, or you wiil lose it by {force ; but vyhen the Captain
comes on board then give it up (o him, and ask him to lake charge
of it for you

We have a printing office here, : >
also there is @ paper publshed weekly at Van Dieman's Lan
but I cannot send them because | cannot afford to buy them:
they contain little more than the news of the colony, copies out
of the English prints, and Governmeni Genesal Orders.

and publish 2 Gazetle weekl!,
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When you get the frame, I think you had better make interest
among some of the gentlemen at home, to get permissian for it to
come out, and then you will be safe; bul some good friend at
home will certainly ditect yon on my account, axd in pity to my
family Remember me most sincerely and affectionately to m
brothers Sam und Joe, and my father and mother,  Tell ¢ echi{
dren 1 have not forgot them, and 1ell Jave I hope she is a good
gitl.  Hoping to see you and my dear children, 1 conclude, in
good will and sincerity toall inquiring friends, and in love to you
and my fanily, Believe me,

Your very affcctionale, though unfortunate Ausband,
JOHN SLATER.
Direct to me,
JOHN SLATER, Silk-weaver,

Sydney, New South Pales.

P. 5. With a thought that you probally continue in the same
mind as when we paried, wilh respect to following me to this coun-
try, I have made appiication fto the Prencipal Supermlendant for
you to be sent out by Government at home ; Ae tells me iAot you wili
receive an order for that purpose from the Secretary of State, di.
recled to the Reo, Mr. Sutwell, of Morley ; but shoula thes not be
{Ae case, and I shauld nol be alfowed iAis indulgence s0 soun on ac.
count of my being but a young member of 1he colony, use every
exertion tn your owa power: geb the overscers of the poor and the
clergymen uof your parish, and sene magistrates lo sign a petition 1o
ihat effect and if you can get one of the Nottinghams Members of
Parliament to present 1t you are sure of coming. I wrile this de.
cause I think it possible that you arc siel anzious to come ajler me.

Sqtton and Son, Ptinters, Noltingham.




