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Changes to the semi-rural nature of the suburb occurred rapidly, and air
and water pollution soon became established as characteristics of the
suburb. Following the expansion of BHP, a number of subsidiary and
allied firms located on adjacent land, creating the huge industrial
complex that exists today.

Many families left Mayfield for more desirable locations, and Mayfield
became a dormitory suburb for workers at the steelworks and associated
factories, as well as a place of low cost rental housing. A transient
sub-population has more recently existed in the suburb, with many
university students living here.

However, there are many Mayfield residents of longstanding and a new
influx of householders followed the closure of the BHP steelworks, in
1999. Not only were there demographic changes that resulted from
BHP's development on the site, massive changes occurred to the River
and its flood plain.

7 THE HUNTER RIVER

Source of Life

Prior to 1913 the landscape you are looking at now would have been
very different. You would have seen much more of the river including
Platt's Channel, which along with much of the flood plain, its wetlands
and paperbark forests was buried under tonnes of fill. You might have
even seen the white sands of Shelley Beach, a popular recreational spot
for locals. It's buried too, though the happy memories of the old timers
remain. In fact, up until the 1920s, the river at Mayfield was used for all
kinds of water-based recreation including swimming and boating,
though one had to be wary of sharks!

On the flood plain of the River, away from salt water intrusion, Chinese
people tended their market gardens. Of course, the river was very
important for Aboriginal people, who took advantage of its wildlife
resources. These original occupants were displaced early to the margins
of settlement, living around where Braye Park is today.

The River was also an important transport corridor enabling the
movement of goods between Newcastle and Mayfield. It is difficult to
imagine now, but the residential areas of Mayfield were connected to the
Hunter River at the termination of Tourle, Kerr and Ingall Sts, and
wharves had been built to allow the passage of people and goods on and
off ships. The River played an important role in the lives of Mayfield's
residents until the extensive infilling of river land and the construction
of factories from the 1920s.

Turn back now and walk along Bull St (can you can see the industrial
sculpture of the steelworks?) then turn right into Woodstock Street and
head down the street about a hundred metres.

«
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We hope that you have enjoyed this walk, and that you
have learned a little more about the history of Mayfield.
Many hours went into the production of this brochure,
and difficult decisions had to be made about what to
include and what to leave out. As such, the walk can
only ever be a partial history of this fascinating suburb.

We have tried to weave together stories that show that
there are many layers to the history of Mayfield, but
many of these layers are invisible, having few if any

‘traces in the landscape'. Little evidence remains of the
Goori people (a local name for Indigenous people) who
lived here for many thousands of years, and who were
displaced in the early 1800s.

Women's history is also often difficult to 'see' in the
landscape. So, while we have aimed to give you a good
sense of some of the major aspects of Mayfield's past,
please remember that there are many other stories
that have been left out.

CiPs

This brochure has been produced by The University of Newcastle's
Cultural Industries and Practices Research Centre (CIPS)
for Mayfield Main Street.

« MAIN STREET *

If we have whetted your appetite for making your own
explorations, please visit the Mayfield Web Site:

www.newcastle.edu.au/services/library/collections/archives/int/mayfield.html
Further Information Correspondence to be addressed to:
Mayfield Mainstreet
P.O. Box 235, Mayfield 2304
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...discover some interesting things.

Yes, that's right. Mayfield was one of Newcastle's most desirable and
fashionable places to live, especially from the 1870s until the arrival
of the BHP steelworks in 1913.

This walk begins at the big yellow key located on the corner of
Hanbury St and Maitland Rd. It will help you to understand the
changes that have occurred in Mayfield over the past century or so.
You can discover aspects of Mayfield's past with help from your imag-
ination and by observing traces in the landscape such as housing
styles, remnant vegetation, street signs and alignment of roads. These
can all tell us something about the ongoing creation and history of a
place.

The walk should take a comfortable 2 hours to complete, and it
doesn't have too many steep sections. Not only will you discover some
interesting things about the suburb, you'll improve your fitness level as
well! We've also provided you with a map (we don't want you to get
lost), which will enable you to have a better idea of where the walk
goes and how the bits of the Mayfield jigsaw fit together.

So spend a couple of hours following this walk, reading the brochure,
and playing detective, so you can discover how Mayfield once
acquired the title of the "Toorak of Newcastle".

*Toorak is a suburb of Melbourne that is widely
regarded as Australia’s most prestigous address. »



