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Dr. GUDSTONE thanked the audience for the cordial manner
in which they had received his communication. There had
no doubt lleen criticisms, as well as the addition of several
interesting facts; but he did not think that any statement of
his had been impugned, except when Mr. Gowland denied that
the small quantity of cuprous oxide would make copper hard.
This had Lecn stated on the authority of Dr. Pecey. There
was no doubt that the adze found at Tell-el-Hesy, which was
very rich in red oxide, was very hard indeed. Mr. Myres'
observations on the hammering of eelt.s which had been cast in
a. mould would walTant the addition of hammering as another
means by which the ancients sought to hardcn their copper
tools.
He did not think that the fact of no transition period between
the use of stone and that of bronze bein" fOlmd in Japan and
some other countries ~,·as anr arguIIJent ~gainst the theory he
supported. Some natIOns must llecessarily be first in the disc?very of HIe nIne of copper, and in the art of hardening it by
tm; and when bronze tools Le<:amc COllllIlon and the science ot
navigation advanced, they would nuturally'be carried as merchandize to other nations that had not yet advanced beyond
tlle use of sto~e imple~ents. Thus it is not likely that specimens of an mtennedlate stage would be foun,l t.here. It
appeared to llim tlmt t.he theory which explained the largest
number of facts was that the ancient nations about the eastcrn
part of the .l\.fedi~erranean, Egypt, Chald~a, Syria, Cyprus,
Greece, Sarc!lllla, did pass through a transitional period of tlle
use of copper implements before the invention of bronze.
'Vith reference to Mr. Rudler's request for the details of
analyses, Dr. ~ladstonc was quite willing to add the figures, so
far as he can, 111 an appendix.

TII,e KEEPA..RRA CEREMONY of INITIATION. By R. H. l\UTHEWS.
LS., Corres. Memb. Anthrop. Inst. of Great Britain.
[WITlI PLATE XXXII.]

are treated of in this
paper occupied a tract of cotmtry on the eastern coast of New
South 'Vales, extending from about Newcastle almost to the
Mac1eay River, comprising approximately the counties of
Maequ<lrit·, Hawf'$, Clollcester, ltmt the ;,a8tcrll half of the
county o~ Durham. S~\'eral di£!eI'~nt dialects were spoken
by the tl'lbcs who occllplCd the du.,t-ncts referred to. including
the Watthungk, Molo, Birrapce, llahrce, Kutthack, Minyowa,
THE tribes whose initiation ceremonies
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Carapath, Gorceng.,aai, aud some others. Although this is ~lle
of the first portions of the colony settled upon by the Enghsh
people, nothing has hi.t~e:to. been done. to obtain a. com~re
heusive account of the lllltlatlOll ceremollles of the natIve t1'1be8
who were originally spre[t(l over it.
The disappearance of the aborigines before ~he white race
has been so rapid that unless steps be taken WIthout delay to
collect authentic records of their customs, it will soon become
impossible to oMaill any reliabl~ inforIIla.tion resp~cting the;m.
The object of the present paper 16 to furmsh a dpt:uled description of tlw ceremonies of initiation as they were fOrnlel'ly
carried out, and are still pmctised l)y a few remnants of the
trihes withill the districts mentioned. The information contained in thc following pages is entirely new, and is now
puhlishecl for the first time.
'nu; Jlain Camp awl Kccpan'a Grow~d.- The. last K~epal'l'a
held on the lImmill<:r l:iver took place 111 the WlUter of 181'm..
on it part of t.he A~:-;tralian .Agri.cultllral C01~pallt8 Orm:t of
4H.l,IHO acres, in the conntyof t:lollcestcr, New ~I)uth Wlll~".
The site chosen for the g-ellcral encampment W,lJS a I5hort (~H"
rance from the righr, hall k of Stony Cre\\k. a small stream wtnch
tloWK north-ea~terlv iuto the :Mauning Hiver.
This Keepana
"l'Olmd is a1,oHt th~·et·-nllartcTs of a mile lip Stony Creek, from
the crossing.place on'}' that creek of the public road froUl
Tinonee to (;eol'ge Town. This rotul pas~es throngll the northeastern corner .. f the G !'aui above lIwntlOneJ, and crosses the
Manning lti\"cl' about :.:0 chains ab"ve the confluem~c the~·e·
with of Charity Cl'\~ek, which flows in 011 the northern fmle
of the river.
•
The Kackaroo, 01' llUl,lic ring, was 130 yards S.. 50" E. from
the rigtt hank of Stony Creek 011 some level, tlnckly wooded
country. The tribes who attel~dcd the ce!emony camped ~round
this ring, each tribe occupymg the sld~ nearest thelI own
districts. "\-Vater for camp use was obtamcd from the creek
referred to, and there were good hunting b'l'ounds ?,ll around.
The kackaroo consistell of Ull oval space 28 feet m the longest
diameter hy 2::~ feet :WI'()!l.q, bounded hy 11 raised eaz:then embankment or wall which was formerly about a· foot 1ugh-the base
of the wall b~ing about 18 inches·tlll'uugh. In one side o~ this
emhankmeut an opening,:J feet wide, was left, from whi~h a
narrow pathw~.y
!ell.awtlr
.. ' .l'1Up·-j/(/ug.,
. tlu'ongh the "forest
" 0 ]1Il.;.l
.
diredioJl hearing ~. 40"
£... r a tliHLtlllce of 3i yaws t·,
allother aHd br~t.1 .'\Hi t'IWj":-;lIlV, udled the [/(j(jj/.ixmbccuy (excl'V
1I1;mL place). this spat~e "tU'.:)~ feet by 26 feet, and was
enclosed by all e~lrthel"n wall Hllllilar to the one near the camp,
aud. the path entered it through an opening left ill its wall ill
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the s~me ~ay. TIle longest diameter of both these ovals was in
the directIOn o~ the pathway connecting them, and the embank~
ment was continued a few feet outwards alonO' each side of·the
pathway in both cases. In the middle of the.osecond, or larger,
encloseu space was a heap of earth about 4 feet in diameter
at the hase, and 18 inches high, on top of which a fire had been
kept burning. Plate, XXXII, :Figs. 1 and 2.
.
There were ~o figurffi of men, animals, or other devices,
~ormed by heaplllg up the loose p.nrth, or by cutting an outline
1Il the ~nr~ace of the soil, contiguous to the path connecting the
ovals, sl;ml~r to. those ~en on ~he .Bora andIlurbung grounds
of tl~(' KsuularOl. and Wlradthurl tnJX..s, whose initiation ceremOllles are deSCrIbed by me elsewllere. l
.i\ number of trees were marked around the goonam.lxlnfj
some of tllPm ~ing just ontside the embankment, and othen:
Ilear~y two chams ~istant from it. The devices upon them
consIsted ~f the curIOUS marking ('alled dharroo/~ or dharroonq
bJ' the lIat,lves, and were cut upon the hark only. The tr~s
Relected were g,rey gum 'Hill spotted glllll, the hal'k of which
,Ire 8mooth nnll soft, and well suited for the purpose. The
dIU! i'i'0011!} (·xtcnded from near the butts of the tre('A~ to an
alt.itude ,·arying from 6 feel; to 22 feet up the bole or trunk.
Most of the lrees were marked all round t.lle tnmk, hut some
were orn~mellted only on the side facing the goonambang.
.On tUI I roll hark tree, thc only onc oJ that species marked on
till:'> Keeparra b'To;lml, was the representation of an iguana,
(FIg. 9), 4: feet 2 lIIches long, al1d. 9 -inches across the .;videst
part of .the body-the legs beiug about 5 inches in length, and
were WIthout claws. The head is turned to the left, as if the
animal were looking about. This drawing Was outlined in the
hark by means of a nick cut ,vitli a tomahawk.
.
There were twenty other marked trees, all grey and spotted
gums, sevcn of the most representative of which are shown in
Figs. 6,7,8,10 to 13, of I'late XXXII. The carvinrr of the
pattern shown in Fig. 1:~, covered 21 feet 8 inches of thOe bole of
the tree" commencing at 3 or 4 inc~es from the ground, making a
total heIght from the surface of the ground of about 22 feet.
TIle marking shown in Figs. 6 and ~O extended up the trunks
of tllC trees. about 15 feet. The'dhhttook Oli all these trees wa..~
cut into the bark with a. tomahawk; but did not extend to the
wood.'
. ,
.
Tt will. ~)elhapl) he int~restillg to describe another keeparru
W'!ltl!1l1 Y]"I!cd by mc, which if; 15ituat"d l:l€twecn three and four
l "Jottrn.. A~~.h.rop. lnst.," :niv, 411-427: op. nt., xxv, 295-339; "Amf'ri/'an
.\mhropolog.st, IX. 33·4!1: "Journ. Roy. So". X.S. Wales" :u..-iii 98-129.
"Pro,·. Roy. Soc. Victoria," ix (X.S.), 137-J73,
'"
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miles north"eaaterly from the village of Gresford, New South
,Wales. The J!lain camp of the natives who were present at the
ceremonies was pitched in an open forest, on some gently
sloping ground a few chains easterly from the lef~ hank .of. a
small watercourse, a tributary of the AUyn RlVer. wlthm
Portion No. 55, of 2,000 acres, in the parish of Lewinshrook.
eounty of Durham. The local A~IYll River tribe ~ere the first
to creet their camp, around wInch the other tnbes took
their positions, each in the direction of the country from wInch
they had come.
Close to the ea.!ltern side of the general encampment was the
kackaroo, 40 feet by 29 feet, from which the ?IUppallg or pl~th
lell away OIl a bearing of N. 85° K, ascending some slopmg
ground for a distance of 17 chains to the goonambang, on the
erest of a low ridge. The diameters of this oval space werp
28 feet and 20 feet respectively, b~ing smaller than the oval
near the c.amp. The usual heap of cartl~ on which the fire
is kept burning was ill the ccntre of tins cnclosure. There·
were formerly several marked trees, around the goomullhallg,
hut they have all been burnt down and destroyed by bush
fires, .At a distance of ahout i chains in a llorth-llorthwp_"terly direction from the goonambang, along the top (If
the ridge, were a few other marked trpps, th~ dharroong 011
Rome of which are still distinguishable. I ('opted these marks,
but have not reproduced them in the prf>-Sent paper.
Mustering theTribc8.~,\nen it is fOUl~d. t.ha~ thm'c am 11
sufficient number of boys old 'enough for IDltlatlon, the he~d
man of the tribe 'vhose turn it is to call the (:OllllllullltJ
together, who mar: be ca~led th~ "Ch~ef Initiator:" ~ends .out
messengers to. all the neIghbo1ll1.ng tnbes whom .It 18 deslre.d
shall be present.. The headman does not. take. this step on hus
()wn responsibility, but after due COllSultatJOn ":lth the elders. of
his tribe. When onc of thede messengers l arnves at the camp
of the tribe he has 'been direet~d to summon, he sits down. in
sight of thcmen's quarters, and .some of them go over to ~,
knowing by his manner tha~ he IS t.t1e hearer of news ~ th~lr
tribe. They woulll trHat lum hospltahly', and talk WIth ~llll
:about <Yeneral matters of tribal interest. On the folIowmg
morning he would aCcompany the men .to the 1IJeewj.qarah', or
meeting place where .they assemblj;l to t;li~c.uss all such matters
..1-8 they <10 not 'A' ish the womcn or ummtI.lltcd )'ouths to takf\
part in. On reaching tlHl wel~lIg;;arl\h, whIch WOlI],1 he only a
lihol't dii\Liinec from the camp, t.lJe JIles:;enger wuuld tell the
headman and eldNs the IJUrport of his ruissioll, and would
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I The messenger gener&lIy has another man with him ...-!l£u enga.;cd on this
<luty, to bep him compacy.
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hand them a white quartz crystal which had been !riven to
him by the chief initiator when dispatching him b on this
errand.
If these people, after deliberation among themselves decide
to accept the invitation, they give the messenger anotb~r white
stone to be carried back to the headman who sent him. The
latter, on receiving this t<Jkcn of their concurrence then selects
a sui~ble plan i~ some part of his own ~rr~tory ~here game is
sufficIently plentIful to afforu food for hlS VIsitors, and there he
co.mmences to prepare ~he gronnd. If, on the contrary, the
~be to whom the whItc stonc was sent consider the time
1ll0I?portune, or that tllCre .arc other weighty reasons for postPO~lllg the general gather~n~,. no white stone is returned by
thc messenger, and the lllItIator then knows that they do
not approve of his proposal, and the matter lapses for the
present.
. Ass~ming that the imitatioll has been accepted, the initiator
lI~mcdlatcly conunencps to prepare the keeparm ground, and
(hspa!<:hes anC!thel' sc.t of messellgeIll, Hl:l{;h of whom are on this
()(~?aslOl1 I;Jronded With a ImIl-ruarer (goo-nartdhakeea), several
taI~1S .01' kiltS,. a llelt! an.(} other artidcs. Each messenger on
arflnng at IUt; destmatlOll would be received in the manner
already described, and 'Y(lllld hand the bllll-roarer to the headn~an,. who would take cha.rge of it., and the tails would be
.hRtnhutcd ~o the men to WllODl they had been sent. Nothing
,:ould l~ saId to the.women a.bout these proceedings until the
tnne arnved for makmg It start for the place of meeting. Onc of
tl!e. n~en would then sound a hllll-roarcr just after dark in the
YlCnuty of the camp, amI next morning everyone would pack
up and proceed by ?asy. stages ~wards the appointed tryst,
rlances and sonf;?s bemg llldulged In at night at each of the
stages al.ong their route. At. these camping places, one of the
men swmgs the bull-roarer III the adjacent forest just after
~ark, and ?-gain a lit~le before daylight, and the women reply to
~t by.beatmg on their rugs, and singing; the mcn give a shout
III UllISon.
Whe!! such a contingent ge~ within about a day's journey of
the. mam camp, a messenger IS sent on to report that they will
urnvc next day or the day following. When they get near the
camp, thc men, women and children sit down a short distance
o~t of si~ht of ~he gOQnalli~ang. TIle men then paint themselves
WIth wlute stnpe~ on theIr chests, on their arms, and on their
legR from tht' kl!('c down. "lWll this painting is completed,
two of the men go ahead by themselves, each of them carryin cr
one or two boomerangs in his belt and one in his hand' in th~
other hand he carries II small bough l"Cady for use by ~nd bye.
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'The men belonging to the local tribe-and other mobs if anv
who have arrived previuusly-who may be called the :, hosts':
l'Cpair from the main camp to the goonamballg and sit dow'n
within it, haYing their faces turned in the direction of the camp.
When these two men get close to the goonamhang they gently
hit the boomerangs which they carry in their hands' aO"ainat
those in their belts, and the hosts answer, /tuk ! Then0 they
advance a few paceR, and stamp one foot on the ground, and the
hosts answer kek! This beating of boomeran~s and stampinois repeatea till the men get quite dose to the back of th~
g~onamlJang.
The two men now separate, onc going round one
SIde, and one round the other, and again meet at the entrance of
the goonambang, where they stand and danee, shaking their
houghs and boomerangs for a brief period. They then throw
down the houghs, and go away ha.ck to their comrades, who
have remained at the place where they painted themselves, and
-all of them now approach the goonambang, lightly tapping their
hoomerangs togdher ~s they walk along, and on arriving at the
ling they form It eircle round it.
The hoots HOW get up and go Olttside, where they remain
standing in 11 group, aud ouC ur more of their llutIlhor c~mrncnce
sounding the !loonnndhal.:cca or bull-mareI'. The women nt the
<lamp, on hearing this, as.<>eml.lp at the kf!ckr!i'OO, and begin to
sing and heat their rllgs, and some of them dance. The
women belonging to the new moh also started from where they
had been sitting down, as soon as their men started for the
goonamhang, and proceeded direct to the main camp, where
they joined the women of the hosts.
As soon as the bull-roarers commenced to sound, the men of
the new mob entered the goonambang, and walked round, and
then started towarus the kackaroo in a mcnndcrinO' line, in
single file, carrying their boomerangs and other weapons with
them. Th~y were immediately followed by the hosts, each of
whom carned green bushes in their hands. On arrivina at the
circle they walked once round it, and then entered it through
the opening in its wall, the women at the same time going out of
it by.stepping over the embankment at the other ct.Id, where they
rcmamed as spectators. The men then dance and jump about in
the ring, uttering guttural noises, the men of the new mob calling
out the nalJles of a few principal Cllmping grounds in the country
from wllich they haye comf'. All the men amI women then
disperse into the ClUllP, and tlw strangers eOlllmence erecting
tht'ir iluartdr\. Thciie ani \'als gt:l1erally lake place in the
afternoon a few hours before sunuown.
Dtdly l'nfoi"manrxs at, thi:' J[a·in Cai,ljJ.-E,·ery day the men
go lJut hunting. amI meet each othet· in the evening an hour or
'"OL. XXVI.
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so before sundown at the goonambang. If some of the men
have remain';!d in the camp all day, they also will proceed to
the goonambang Rnd meet the others there. When they are all
,assembled, a bull-roarer is sounded, and they march along the
track in single file to the kackaroo, insidc of which the women
are dancing, having gathered there when they heard the bullroarer. The men then march once round the outside of the
circle in the same manner as on the art'ival of a tribe, already
described. The women then step ont of the ring, and stand a
few yards from it, where they remain till the conclusion of the
performallce.
The men now enter the ring and danee round a few times,
shouting out the namf'S of remarkahle places, after which all
hands walk away to their l'espective camps.
.
A level patch of ground in a cOllvcnient part of the camp is
cleared and maue smooth for dancing on. Almost every
evening one of the tribes present gets up a corroboree for the
amusement of the others. The mell of one tribe dance one
evening-their women beating tilll~~ for them; the next night
the men and women of another trilm provide the evening's
amURement.
Tal..i ng (Hmy t~" l.(Iy-s.-·,On the evening of the day preceding
the principal ceremony, all tIle tribes remove their cfunps close
to the kackaroo, "l' pllolic ring, where they remain for the
night. Some of the llwn go to tIle goonambang and camp
there, and during the night they swing a bull-roarer at illtervals.
and the women at the kackal'l)o beat their rugs and sing in
response, whilst the men give the customary shout. At daybreak the following morning a number of the men who have
been camping with the women at the kackaroo proceed to the
goonambang, tapping their boomerangs together as they walk,
and join the other men who were there aH night. All the men
at the goonambang then start towards the kaekaroo in single
file, marching in a meandering course, and shouting as they go.
On reaching the chcle, they march once round the outside of it,
and then enter it through the opening in the embankment, and
continue marching round until all of them are within the ring.
They now jump and dance, forming a group in the centre, after
which they step ont of it, and all the people go and have their
hreakfast.
After the morning meal has beeu diRposed of, all the young
men, accompanied IJy some of the old fellows, again start away
to the goonambflng, carrying tlJeil' l';fleill':; aud ot.her weapon~
with them, and comrncnee painting their hodies jet black with
powdered charcoal and grease. The chiefs and other old men
remain with the womcn at the kackaroo, and prepm-aLions for
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the ceremony are at once commenced. The relatives of the
novices now take them to some convenient plaee adjacent, and
paint them all over with red ochre and grease. Some sheets of
bark are now laid on the b'l'ound just inside the· boundary of
the back part of the ring, or, in other words, on that side of it
which is farthest from the pathway leading to the g-oonambang.
·Leaves are then thickly strewn on this bark, forllling a kind of
couch, and when the painting of the novices is completed, they
are led into the ring and placed sitting down in a row on the
couch of leuvc8-the lIovice!! belonging to each tribe being Pllt
in a group by themselves on that side of the ring which faees
their own country. The headmen now ask the women to come
up c1o!!c, and the mother of' each boy sits on the ground jus!'
outside the ring near her SOUl; his sisters and relatives are a
little farther off, and the other women and children ontside
of the last named. If the earth is damp, owing to recent rains,
pieces of hark stripped from the adjacent trees, or heaps of
Imshes, are laid on the gt'ound fOl' the women to lie on, The
mothers of the noviool:! are painted with red and white stripe,~
on the face, che:,;t. and arnJS.
Tbe principal headman then walks alullg the row of lIovice~,
hending down the head of each Olle until his chill il:l n~~tillg on
his breast. The women amI chilt1l'ell are also told to lie flown.
and arc covered over with rngs and Imshcs, 80me of the mel;
runniug round amongst them to SPl' thllt this furmality is pWl)crly
carriell Ollt. As soon as the motIlers aro covered over, they
are directed to continue making It low hUl1lming or Im7.zin~
soullll, in ol'uer that they may not hear the guardiau!) taking
away the novices. V{hile the covering is being placed over
the women, a man mns away to the goouumbang and tells the
men there that everything is ready. These men, armed with
• their boomerangs and nulla-nullas, then start towards the
kackaroo, some of them taking up their position on one side
of the ring, and Rome on the other, but the majority of them
stand near the front. of it-that is, on the side from which the
path emerges. The headmen arc walking about directing the
procccdings, being sometimes in the ring, and sometimes outside
of it. All these operations al'e carried out as speedily as practicable, so as not to keep the women-some of whom have
infants at their brea.sts-:lu)· longer under such rigorous concealment, than is neee!{.'mrv.
The mell wlJO haw; bl'O;l ,u.;si;.:-n('(1 0.<> guardians to the novices
HOW "t,'1' f"lW'U'.t, <ud ,;a:diilJ~ them hy the arm, help them to
their feet, and lea,l thelll lloisde;,:;ly awa)' along the pathway
1 If .. boy's mother is d~ad, ur
sisters takes h~r plllce at the ring.

tU:I

ill to be llrelll'nt, one of his n:other's
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towards the goonamllang, their heads remainin.. bent down as
they walk along. When the novices have got ~bout 50 or 100
yards from. the kackar~, two men who were in readiness, one
on each SIde of the rm~, commence loudly sounding their
bull-roarers. .All the armed men who are standing round make
a n?ise by beating together two bo?werangs, or any two w~apons
whIch they may happen to have wIth them. This noise is made
so that if the string of one of the bull-roarers should break
-which sometimes happens-the women would not hear it
ral~in~ on ~he ground. One of the men goes into the ring,
sWUlgmg hIS bull-roarer, and the other walks aloDO" one side
near the women. This ouly lasts a few minutes °and then
all the men follow after UlC novices. While this tumultuous
noise is goi~lg O?, tl~e .guardians say to each other that they
!mppose GOlgn IS kIllmg all the WOIDcn and children in the
camp. This puts the novices in a great state of anxiety and
alarm, but they are not allowed to speak or gaze about them
The novices are cond~lC~ed along the pathway to the goon~m
hang, and are plared slttmg <lown on a couch of small bushes
and leaves which have llcen prepared for them between the
fire aud the embankment bounding the rinO" tl~eir Cfuardians
si~ting clow.1l .bch~d them, ill such n. way that'each boy may' he
saId Lo be slLtmg 111 a man s lap. The bovs of each tribe flit on
the side of the l'illg nearest the country they have come from
The Kwccalbang Camp.-A short digi'(;~",io'll will now be nUI.Je
for the purpose of describing how the women are released from
their prostrate pos.ition, aIl~ their subsequent proceedings. As
soon as t,he gua~lftnS, IlOYlCeS, and the contingent who follow
them are out of BIght of the kackaroo, the covering is taken off
the women hy the men who have charge of them and they are
permitted .to rise. First, the mothers of the boys 'are set f;ccthen tIle sIsters-and lastly, the other women and children are
uncovered. The mothers and sisters of the novices generally
give vent to tears and lamentations when they find the boys
and all the men gon o away; and such of the young girls and
boys who have never been to a keeparl'a before, appear to have
been very much scared by the strange ordeal through which
they ha.ve just passed. They inml:ediately pack up all their
1Il0:,'ubles, and start ~way sorn.e dIStance to another locality
winch has be~n I)T(WlOusly decIded upon by the headmen of
the. seve~l t~bes, and there they erect a new camp, bein~
asSIsted m tins work by some of the old mt'll who have beeu
directed to remain with t1WIll. The ll~l1al rul!' of each tribe
camping round th~ local mob, eaeh in the direction of their
reRpectivc districts, is observed in the erection of this lIew
calUp.
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The mother of eaeh novice, before leaving the kackaroo, picks
some small green bushes, which she ties on the top end of her
yamstick. \Vhen these leaves get dry', it will he considered
about time to bring the boys hack to the kweealbang. The
sisters of the novices each pick up a piece of bUl'Uiug bark from
a fire close by the ring, where they have been smouldering
ready for use. These fire-brands, renewed as often as necessary,
lllust be carried by them, when going from place to place, till
they again meet their brothers at the kweealbang.
:Before finally qllittill~ the main camp, a small sapling is cut
down, and one cnd of it inserted firmly in the ground at the
kackaroo, in a slanting position, the elevated eud pointing in
the direction of the Jlew eamp. If it is intended to erect the
camp only a I ittle way ofJ~ the pole is Ehort; but if the new
camp is some disbmcH away, the pola is long. The upper end
of this pole is ornamented by having a bunch of green leaves 01'
grass tied around it. This pointer is left for the purpose of
guiding to the kweealbang camp any tribe which is expected,
but has not yet arrivc(l.
In the proximiLy of the llCW camp, on the side of it
nearest the place to which the novices will be taken by HI('
headmen, a piece of tolentbly level ground is selected, and
cleared of all timber and loose rubbish, and a large fire kindled in
the middle or it. This cle,ared space amI its adjuncts is called
kwccalban.q (fire place, or place of the fire). Here the mothers
and sisters of the novices assemllle every day for the purpose of
singing and dancing, and on these occasions the moillel~ ear!')'
the yamsticks, ornlLIncnled with bunc1les of leaves tied on their
ends, already referred to.
Ceremonil,~ in the Buslt.-As before stated, the novices are
taken to the goonarn!Jang (excrement place), where they remain
till the women and children have departed from the other circle,
which would occupy half an hour, or perhaps longer. During
this time some old men perform feats of jugglery, and exhibit
white stones (quartz crystals) to thc"novices. These stones are
raked out of the heap of earth and ashes in the middle of the
ring, and al'e warm, owing to the fire which is burning on top
of the heap. These quartz crystals are believed to be the excrement of Goign.
The novices are then helped to their feet, and are taken t.{)
each of tIle llHll'ked trees in succession. The men stoop down,
aud clear ;1W;}V with thciJ' hands all ]e:\ves and rubbish from \,}I!'
surface of th~~ ground around each tree, and the novices are
brought tu this clear space, with their heads bowed, and are told
to look up at the marks on the tree. 'Vben it is thought that
they have secn this sufficicntl~" they arc requested tu turn their
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faces towards the ground as before. There is a cleared path
f~m one marked tree to another, and the boys are taken along
~hIS path to the next tree, when the same formality uf elearIng.a sJ>:lcc around its base is gone through, and the boys are
~o-am directed to loo~ up. \V.hen tl~e men are approaching
each tree they throw pIeces of stIck at It, and dance round it on
the clea! spaee referred to,rubbing their hands upon the tree
~nd tellmg the boys to take part~~ular notice of the marks upon
It. The men make a guttural nOIse as the novices are shown
each tree, :mrl also in going from onc tree t.o another.
.. After the novices have been shown the goonambanO' and all
the m~lrked trees around it" they arc next taken awayOby their
gUll.l'dIans and the old mp;n, ~ve1'a1 llIiles into the bush, to a
~a!DP called kce~ayba1l{J (urmatmg place). During tlle journey
thIther t~Ie novJ~es are not allowed to gaze about them, but
lla,:e to keep theIr eyes o.:st upon tlle ground at their feet, and
the~r hnnd~ held,?n theIr stomacbs, as tbey walk along wirh
thf'I1' guardmns. Ihe 11c~dlllen amI young fellows who u,ecompany th~m, are nisi) a lIttle wa.y behind the novices, shoutin cr
'Hlllmakmg a 6rrcat noise a.~ tl~ey IIIi1l'ch along.
0
. At the keel ay ltang a camp IS formed by cJ'ectinrr a lOTIO'. con~muous gunyllh 01' lltia-mia in the follmvin<T man~wr
(FiO' ~
1ate XXXII.). A 1"0':\' of wooden fOl'h~ abollt 4' or 5 f~~t
ugh, are first lII~erted III tIle ~:r()llnd, and silplill<TS laid from
f~rk}o for~, ,1'escm~ling a ~ence wl.th only O!Je t~p rail. All
ll'Oll.? one sId~. of t11l1; top nul,.l'eachmg from 1t to the ground,
bark and bush~s arc l)lt!r:ed III ~ slaJltiu~ position, forming a
sht'hcr, co~cred U1 on one sld~, leavlllg the other side open. Under
the open SIde lea>:es are th~~kly strewn on the ground, for the
mon and bo.rs to lie upon. Ihe back of this shelter is towards
the women's camp. A row of fires are lit in front of this
shelter, and beyond these fires the surface of the ground is
cleared of all lo~sc rubbish and grass for a distance of several
yards, the rubbISh forming a sort. ot' emhankment around the
farther side of the cleared space. Such a eamp weuld be
formed on some· tolerably level ground near a running stream
or· \vater-hole.
hen the camp at. the keel~ybang has been completed the
noVICes are placed lymg down In a row on the leaves whieh have
l,cen sl?read on the ground under the shelter, and are covered
o\·c:- WIth rugs, each boy having his guardian Leside him. The
UO\'1CC/5 find guardians occupy a central position, allll the rest of
the men camp under the remainder of the shelter in both
directions. }Juring the day-time the novices are s~metimes
allowed to sit lip, kep.ping their cyes towards the ground, hut
ll:f\' not allowed to speak to anyone.
If a boy wauts anything
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he must touch

his guardian, who then commences asking him
the most likely things, until h~ guessC3 correctly, .when the b?y
nods assent. If he wants to mICturate, the guardIan leads bin1
out to the fire and he miet.urates in the ashes.
. On the
night of the arrival of the novices at the. k?elaybang, some human excrement is givcn to them as they SIt m the
~p. It is laid on pieces r~f bark, and cach boy has to .eat the
share which is allotted to lum by the headIDe~. At th~s ca.mp
they are also required, on more th~n onc _()C(~~lOn, to dr~n~ t~le
urine of some of the lU~ll, eollectetlm a !;oulamlll fUl: the l,urpo",.e.
During the celebration of these rites, a hull-roarer IS sounded 1I1
thc neighbouring forest..
. .
At this camp there are pantommllc performances nearly every
niuht the men daucing and acting on the clear sl)ace alreatly
de~crilwr1. Sometimes the animal imitated. is the kallgaroothe men bopping along onc af~er the other. The iguana is a;lso
represHnted by the men crawling al0,ng on the groum~, movmg
their hands ancl feet like that aIllluaL At ot.her tunes ~he
soldier hinl is imitnt(\(l: sometimcs the fiyillg fox, the nulwe
hear. the rock ,yalla.by, the wombat, ami other illlimflls.. Thr,;;:!'
1)1'!'forlllances are generally ell.lTiel1 O.ll ,at I~ight 11)' the lIght .flf
the row of CUlllp fires-the no,icc~ slthng III the s~!elter, while
the men am aeting on the other SIde (If ~he fire. Some, of thc
pcrfonnanees arc: hO\H~Tt~l', enuetl·d dnnll~ th? ,~ay, after. t!ll'
JIlell return from huntin<'. All th£>se pantoIIlllluC repl'esentations arc lar<!ely mixe'l \\~th ahoJlliJlabl·~ :ll:d obscene gCStl!f{':~
After thc dances and gnrrwl:> arc over, OlIP (~t tllP men SOllletlIDl'':'
sounds a qoonandh(lkcea (excrcl1wnt-eatel') m the bush near the
camp. 'ihc guardians or some of the other men then shout 011;,
.as if addressing SOllle one, "The boys are here yet! Do~ t
interfere with them!" The novices are told that the 1l00SU
they hear is the yoiee of Goign, who would come and eat them
if he got the chance.
.
During the carly part of each day, the m~n .go out huntmg,
and brin<r home the results of the chase, eOlls1s1mg of kangaroos,
iguanas, "'birds, and other game, flS well as willl hon~y.. The
novices are not alluwed to leave the camp, but. mmt SIt In tl~e
1.Ihelter all (lnv with tlwir eyes east (lowll, some of then'
ffiumli.ms rCI1l~ining with thcm. Rome of the game c~ught
duril1" the llnv is cook('d for the 11ovices, the bones amI lil1leY,·"
lwinf,l;"'taken 011t of it, aml till' pieces ('ut "ilia 11, so th.at tl~c~'
may' Hflt hp abll~ to .li~l iugui;;;h ·whal ,minlal"" th;sh IS hemg
giv~n to tllcm. :::;.)111(; of the 01(1 lllen go 1'01111(1 to sel' that tl~l'
jaM for t1H~ novices is pn~!,al'ell ae('ocdmg to 1'111<" aud when It
is ready t.he gllardiaJ:s CUlTY it to t~1em.
One or more of the tl'il.lt's who lIItended to he present lliay
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hold a consultation as to the date 011 which Ule novices will be
taken to the kwcealbang. If the course of performances in
the bush have been completed, the llOyS lUay be returued next
day, hut if some further instruction is necessary, the date is
arranged aceordingly, The kceru.llg then take their lea....e, and
return to the kweealbang c:unp. After this visit of tlle keerang
the novices are allowed greater liberty, being permitted to sit
up straight in the camp, and occasionally to stand. Having
been lying so long, and sitting with their heads bent dowu,
makes them weak liBel gill,]y, i>U tha.t whcll they try to stand
they stagger like ;\ drunken mall, and have to he helped to
their feet, ,11:\ he forI.' !'t.ated, hy their guardians. It is therefore
nccessary to give them a little relaxation to afford them an
opportunity of regaining their strength befllre attempting the
journey to the kweealhang. During the last night of the
sojourn at the keeIayLang the old mcn sing GOigll'S song
while the hoys are lyhlg ill the camp.
The day after tIle al'l'ivtllof i,he K~rallg-Ol' it may be in a
fl~w days' time-very curly in the morning, perha}J8 before
snnri."e, olle of tlw hendnll'JI pret~ncl;l to see a lnrge brown
s(juirrel going into a hilh~ in a tree growing near the camp, lind
asks one of the men to catch it. The tail of It squirrel 01'
opossnm has previously beeu fao:teneJ on the side of this hole
bv one of the men, unknown to the uOj"s, to convey the idea
dlat the rest of the animal is within. The novices are then
brought out and placed standing in a row between the camp
and the fires, with their cycs cast down. A man standing at
the butt of the tree commences to eut steps as if going to climh
it, and a few of the men run about amI throw sticks at the
squirrel's tail. Others say, "You should not interfere with
Goign's squirrel, 01' he will come and kill both us and the boys."
Two bull-roarers arc then heard close by, and some of the men
caU out to those throwing the sticks, " W' e tDId you to beware of
Goign-here he comes!" This is said to impresg the boys with
supernatural terror. The Imll-roarers increase in loudness, and
come quite near, and the guardi:Ul8 tell the novices to raise
their heads and look. TIley then sec two men swinging each a
!J0onwn.dhal~ef.O.. (excrement-eater) on the cleared space beyond
the line of fires. The bop are then cautioIled hy the old men
that if ever they t-ell the women or uninitiated tbat they llave
sren this instrument tlw penalty will l.e lleath. The Imllroarcr!; are lllf:'11 -:;i\"!'ll illto nw haw:l;:; of the nOYicm;, who toudl
their llOdics with them.
Rdnrn o[ th~ BO!ls.-A l;lart is noW made towards the
women's cnmp, all the men and boys leaving the keclayballg
in sin~le file.. Honlt~ IlishllWl' \Ill the WilY they hear the kecrang
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comi~lg
meet them, cooeeing like the dingo as before, and
wa~klllg .1l~ the usual way_ The men alld boys then change

thmr positIOn, and all n;areh aur£'ast. When the keeranO' come
near, they s~read out m a row in front of tIle men and boys.
and thr?w plCces of bark ov~r them, dancing all they do so.
~hese pI~ces of uark about 9 mehes or a foot long, and 2 or 3
mches \VIde, ure cnt of! trees or saplings for tIte purpose. The
keerang , then march nght through the line of men llnd boys,
some. gOIng through at one place and some at another, the line
opelllllg to let them pass. ,\YbCll they get to the rear they turn
round awl a~ain throw pieces of bark over the heads :If the men
anll bo,ys. The lat~er keep marching on, and ille keerano follow
them tIl~ they ar1'1\"e at a water-hole or ruuning stream~ which
has preYlclls]l been agreed upon as a suitable bathing place.
Here a, halt )S lIwrle, and the keerang start. away back to the
women s ca~lp, and report that tIle lllen and boys
arrive in a
few hours' t:me. The womell then asselllull~ the kweealban~
~re, ~~ld a%lst the mell to cut Lark and hl1shml, which are laid
1l~ :t rll.Jg rounu the fire rendy fol' use b~' HUll hye, TIle lIJOthel'S
me pilllltwl 011 the cheRt mill arms, alld nrl' iU\'csteu with their
personal adonllucnts.
Tlle mell aud boys who )'pmaincd at the water-l101f' or creek ill
the hush, a,s soon as the kccl"<1Jlf{ left thelll, l'roeeeuc,l to wash
tile . colnllrlllg mattcr off i1wir hxlil's. T!Je\' went into tll('
,;ater-h,:]e Olle after the otllcr, amI ennw out in the same wa',
'1 he IlOYH'CS ()lI~ered the water first, nn.l f1BPflch hoy plunged i~,
tIle lIIell stnllChllg around gaH~ It ShOlll. On (".>mill" ouL ()f the
\\~atel'-h?le they ]1.aint their l)()dies white with pipe-cLw, which is
diluted m water m one or more coolamins which Imvc llcen cut
for the purpose. The men help each other at this work until
~Ye~T llla~ and l)Oy present haYe been painted \\hite ali oyer
t~)eJr bodles. The hair on the heads of the novices is now
sUlged, for the .purpose of making the women believe that GoiO'n
ha.~ had them lll. the £re..dnring their sojourn in the hush. The
belt and fonr tmls or kl!ts are now put upon each boy, as well
as ~lead-l>ands, and bands across the body like shoulder-belts.
Sttlugs are ,?onnd tightly round tllC upper arms of the novices
to make then' muscles swell, which is supposed to cause their
nrn~s to grow.stronger. The men also decorate themselves in
theu' full regalia.
The jourtley toward~ tlle kweea]!lallg (fire place) is now
r.esllI1led, all h;ll~a:; start,lIJg away fl'om t.he watilr-hole in sinr'l!'
~le; and. on ~ulllg a shol't .distance they are again met by tiw
keerang, who salute them 11l the samc lllanner as hefore, and
tIlen retun.l to tlll~ kweealbang, and report that the novicps will
shortlyarnve. TJw keerang and other men who have remained
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in the camp theu llluster U}? all the wo~ncn, an~ pla.ce them
lying down round the fire, a littlc way o'!tslde .the flng ?f bushes
before referred to, the women of each t~be bem~ ke}?t m groups
by themse]vp,s on the side next thf'.-lr. own dlstnct, and are
covered over ~;th rugs and bushes. The wotl~ertl.or the boys
re on tile outside or farthest from the fire, whIch IS composed
~f pieces of wood ~I1d bark! slowly bU~'ning within the ei~'cle ,of
green bushes which arc lald around It.. If the ground HI \\ ~t
and cold, pieccs or bark are sprellll upon )t for the women to he
upon.
soon as they are covered OWl', the wOI?en keep up It
humminO' noise the same as they did on the mornmg the novIces
were taken away from the kac:karoo: A few of the old men
remain standing near thelll~ m'lIH',] wlth spears, to sec that the
coYeriuO' is not interfered wlth.
.
One ~f the kcerang now goes and meet." the men and 1l0YlCeS
-who may be distinguishc,l as the" white mob "-who are hy
this time waiting just out of sight, mill t~lls them that e~c~'Y
thiuO' is ready. The, thell w:trth on qlllck\y, and on anrvmg
at the kweealll:lllg tileY disban<l, tlw men and 11:H'ices .hel~;>rl~
in" 1•• each trihe t~lking; up tlj('ir po~iti(in 011 the SIde wInch 1;; ili
tl;~ dir.,ctioll of their ~t1lmtr}. Tlwir movements are made ag
lllJiselessly as posgihh', so that the women way not .Iwar {,hem.
coming. •All of thpm then join hand>" l'adl mall l.lann~ hold. 01
the h,~iHl of the llIan or boy Oil his l'ig\lt 'llHI on Ill;; left, hanng
their faces toward the lire. in the ('{'Iltre. a~lll forlll a complete
circle round the Wf.llllcn. },i~.L l'late XXxn.
The lUgS are now taken oil' the \nllucn, \lull the lllot~le.rs are
eallcll l1P' first, after whicl~ the ~)thel' ~v(Jl11cn arc permltted _to
rise. OwinO' to the humllllng nOIse wlueh. they ha' e themseh es
been making, and the quiet manner in WhlCh the men and boy~
ome in such of the vounO'cr women who haye not been
have C
- . ' " to see t 1le cord Oll 0.{ "wlll~e
'
to a keepm-ra ,before arc surprised
wen" standing around thelll. (~n acc~nlllt of th~ novic~S hau
being singed short. and the \\'lute pal~lt on .theu bodies, tue
mothers arc sometimes ullablc to rm:oglllse their own sons. The
old men who are in the ring with the wOI11?n, there.fore, conduct
each mothcr to her son wherc he is ~tanul1lg holdmg the hanu
of the lllell on each side of l,im. HIS mothe: then approac~es
him, and h01l18 her breast to his f:lee, p~'ct\)ndlllg to su~kle hun.
The sisters of eaeh hoy then ~o up to Inm, aud ntb thelr feot on
hi<; ankks. Tlll' llIotlH'p, tlll'1I \,,,,," out 1111111'1' tht~ arllls ol the
IIH:'II; t]t\'1I the ;~i·-;tn·;' t"t-;;< not, ;~n(1 I,t"t]:" all th~ other wonWll
n.n~l tlw men whl> had ehar:,!;!' 01 tJ1f'm 111 t]m rlllg, .1UlU stand
dose hy as spectator!! of the 1'c1l1(1inllerof the p:oceedmgs. The'
mothers :LIllI other women belonging to each trlbe go out of th(>
rinO' of " white men" 011 thc side next their own country. The
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• bnrmnU' bark
h'
lJCt:'n oblIged to ~ "
W lcll the sisters
bang.
aIry, as before sta~ed
of the novices have
. Two old lllen
I.
• ,are eft at the kweeai_
rl1~g of men
a~{ .two of tho elder Wome
.
gOlDg one way an~J~; :lnd walk round_an, now go Inside the
contrary direction. Th~ otller lnan and w~~a~ an~ a '!OlIIan
lUg In the
~oge~her as they walk men tap the ends of th . g°boo
WhIte mob" h
,an!Z the WOlllen
.
ell'
merangs
~ei~ arm.s l{p :;ldo :;re still holding eacha~~h:l~C:i~arms. The
aVIng gone round . UWIl. a.s ihe lIIen and Wo r sands, swinrr
and '\\TOlllcn com
In tIllS manner two or
men .marc}\ l'ounl
nearer and nearc~ t~ut, .and the" white m~tr~e tImes, tIle m~
:hhe fi~~entre. Tll~ b;l~l::'e-l ~Jllc guardians and n~~~P cIbe°s~ng ill
e re are no . th
w l1C I had p . .
ICes lUg in
rOwn upon it. The ~~:~?USly Le en laid round
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wave their ynmsticks, and when the men nnd boys come near
the women shout, and throw pieces of Lark over the men'~
heads. The guardians also throw pieces of bark over the heads
of the women. The novices are placed sitting down on the
nets, and bend forward and drink water out of the coolamins
which are on the ground in front of them. Then the mothers
go back to their own quarters, and the novices are taken hy
their guardians a short distance away, where they lUake a camp.
That ni~ht a white stone i8 given to each neophyte by some of
the old men; it if! pnt into a small bag, and is titstened to the
boy's girdle. The novices are also forbidden to eat ccrtain
k-inds of food until reliewll from this restriction hy the old
men.
OtJnclu.siol1.-The following uay, the I5trange tribes begin to
(lisperec, and start away Oll their return journey to the districts
from which they have eome. The local trihe also shift away to
another part of their own htlntill~ grounds. Each tribe take
their own llovic.cs away with them, and put Lhem through thc
remaining stages of initiation in their own country. This is
.Ione in the following manuel' :-At the end of a certain time
()f probation, which is fixell by the hcadtm~n, the
neophytes,
painted and dressed as men of the tribe, are brought to a fire
\lear the men'l'l c..·unp, where there is food ready laid on rug;;
,,;pre.ad upon the ground. All tilll women are there, and the
novices sit down and eat. the foo<1 which has heen prepare(l for
them. That night they camp in sight of the men's quartcrs,
.md each succeeding night they eome a little closer. until at last
they get right into the single men's camp. From the time the
novices left the kweealbang tmlil now they have been compelled to carry pieces of burning bark everywhere they went,
but they are now released from carrying the firebmndll any
more. If any of the boys are very young, they lIlay be required
to carry a tirestick till their hair grows as long as it was before
heing singed at the water-hole in the bush, as already described.
TIris is said to be done to cause the novices' hands and arms to
grow stronger. The novices arc now given a new name, and
arc pennitted to mix with the men, but must not go among the
women until they have attended a few more keeparras, and
have lost their boyish vuice. After they have qualilicd themfSelves by passing through all the stages of probation attached
to the initiation ceremonies of their tlibe, the novices are allowed
to take a, wife from :1mOll~ those \\,0111(:11 whom the dass laws
permit them tu ma.lT,)".
•.
In some parts of the trll.ct of eonutry to which the ceremonies herein described n.pllly, oue of the front incisor teeth
was formerlyextractcd <.luring the time the novices were away
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in-law, actual or potentia.l, of the novice, then bends his head
upon his breast, a.nd conducts him to the fire, and places him
sitting down a little way from it.
The other detachment of JUen, who went away in a different
direction, now approach, walking in single file, with a bush in
each hand, held up in front of them so that their faces are uot
visible. These men, who are called yillay, are painted with
white stripes on the face, chest and limbs. As they march
along, they wake a noise. like the n~tive dog, ~nd on getting close
to the boy, they throw pleces of stICk over Ins head, which fall
to the ground just heyond him. He is permitted to raise his
head and look at them, and then cast his eyes on the around as
before. They then. throw away their bushes, and, spre~dillg out
in front of the nonce, stoop down and eommence scraping the
rubbish oft' the grou~d with .their hands. They keep 8teppin~
backwards and sempmg, unbl they ha\'t~ a small space dea.red
of all leaves and small sticks in front of the novice, who is still
sitting on the ground with his heau bowed.
The yilla,y then step into the space which they havll thu",
cleared amI COIlllllellt:e to j lilllP and dance, and the Lov 1", tnld
to look at them. Ono of their llwmLer then step;; ont "in front
of the rest rJll thiK deared spHoe nnel. swing., t.he fJOon(!Jldh((l~fca,
and the novice is raised to his feet and is directed to look. The
old men tell llilU the I1Iysteries cunnccted wiLli the U>;c uf Uw
instrumeut which he llOW sees hefore him. The)' then step 111'
quite dose to the lloyice in It ll1cnaeing attitude. with their
weapons in their hands, and threaten him that if CVel' he
divulges what he has now seen, he will he killed, either by the
hands of his own tribesmen, 01' hy 8uperuatural ageuey. 'After
this ordeal is over, he is allowed to examine the sacred instrument.
All the men then s.it down ~ear tllC fire, the neophyte beiII~
amongst them. He IS then palllted as a man of the tribe, and
invested with a complete set of man's attire, and the old men
show him quartz crystals and give him advice as to his future
conduct. The ceremony is now over, and on returninO' to the
camp that afternoon, the novice remains in the men's quarter8,
a~d does not gu 'baek Lo his mother, or his sIlJall brothers, or
SlSters any more. He lIlust, howc\'er, keep away from the
women's quarters and abstain from eating certain kinds of food
during a I.lCl'jod to be determined by the headmen. At the
Il~xt keeparra whi(,~l is heM in the cOllUllUnity. the neophyte
WIll be shown 11.11 tl;;~ marked tree;.;, antI t!w ,,<'('I'd (;eremol!le:o.
which are enacted at t.he go(}ualIlballg, the ke€laybang, all,l all
the final proceedings at the women's camp.
A novice who has been Il.dmitLed to the staLll':> of manhood hy
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at the keelaybang, but. as this ~u~tom is not now enforced
anyw}~ere, I ?ave not mcluded It III this paper. From conversatIOns wInch Ilmve had with very old black fellows there
appear .to be some ~unds f~)I" supposing that the custo~ was
not umv~rsally rarflel} out Ul the districts referrCII to. I am
now ~aklll~ fnrt!H!r iIlve~tigations into this matter, the result,,:
of wh~c~ .wIll be IlIcluded In a subsequent paper.
AdJ?lllmg the n?rth~west.come~ of ~}le country peopled hy
the tfl!Jes dealt WIth III thIS artIcle, IS a small community
OCCUPYII~g the Tableland of New England, whose initiation
('~r('mOlllCS !Ja,YC teen debcribeu bv me in II paper contributed
to the Royal Society of Victoria.l •
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.A PI'EN DIX.
1'he .J)lwl!Jlli Ceremony.

A

s~o~t or a~)fidged form of initiation ceremony, called

IJhalga1, IS sometImes ildoptcd 1J.Y the same trihes who inhahit
the tract of cOHntry dealL with in this llaper TIle ])"/ l . -',
.. 1 . I ·l
I
'.
"
I.,a .gal lIS
u"cC UIlY W 1(\11 L 1cre IS no tIme, 01' it is otherwise inconvenient
to hol.d the co~npleLc ceremony of the Kceparm. If a trilJe ha;
It. nonce wh~ IS old ('!lough to he initiat€d, and it will be some
tuuc yet l)e~oJ'e anothel' keeparra. will be held it is sometimef.<
thought df'Slr~'1.blc or politiC' to illilllgurate 11im into Lhe rank of
manhood.. . No I'l'e!lal'f'd
l'Cll' I' ;rr.d 1101' I' : > l't necessary
."
-, 0"1'0I1nc!
_.
. l'
t!lat ~he lIelglll.Joul'lng tnhes should be SUllllllOlled. as is impenltlve In t,he C;I~C o~ the !,eep.arra, but endl tri1<:' initiate their
own bo) s. 111e foIIO\VlIlg IS a brief outline of the Dhal C1ai
ceremony:
The novice, !Joo1'oomin, is taken away some morninO' from the
cam~ by three or four of tl~e old lllcn, under pretext of going out
huntlllg, and they escort }um to a place previously agreed upon
among themselyes. ~ uUInbe.r of .the otllCr mell also start away
from the cam.p m a dIffcreut dl1'ectIOll, so that neither the women
nor the novIce may suspect anything unusual 'When this
latter mob get .out of sight of the camp, they change their
eou~e,.~n~ repal1' to the p]aee which has beeu fixed upon for
the ImtIatiOn of the 1Joy-probahly some well-known watel'hole.
The m~n who ha~e the novice in r]large are the first to reach
the appomted locaht.y, aUlI when they get lIrar the water-hole
!.hey Sit down, am] .0He of UWlIl goes 011 nheaJ, :llltl light::> it firl'
ID a levl'1, 0pt-.n plcce of groUlld. Th is IJiilll Ull'n retnrll~ to
w]tt'!'\: 11cldt Ius CUllll'ildl';o, and Ol1C of them, who i;;; a Ll'OtherQ
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in-law actual or potential, of the novice, then bends his head
upon }~is breast, and conducts. him to the fil'e, aud places llim
sitting down a little way from It.
The other detachment of men, who went away in a different
direction, now approach, walking in single file, with a. bush in
each hand, held up in front of them so that their faces are not
visible. These men, who are called yillay, are painted with
white stripes on the face, chest and limbs. As they march
alolia they make a noise like the native dog, and on getting close
to th~ boy, they throw piece~ of stick ?ver his. head, whi?h fall
to the around just beyond hIm.
He IS permItted to raise Ins
head a~d look 'at thcm, and then cast his eyes on the ground as
before. They then throwaway their bushes, and, spreading out
in front of the novice, stoop down amI COIlUJlenCe scraping the
rubbish off the ground with their hands. They keep stepping
backwards and seraping, until they ha\'c a small space cleared
of all leaves and small sticks in front of the novice, who is still
sittiu('l on the ground with his head bowed.
'l'h~ yilla.lJ then step into the space which they haY:~ th:F;
cleared allll COlllllH~lIl:e Lu jlllup autl JUllee, and the hoy IS toLl
to look at thelll, Onc of their member then steps (lllL iu frout
of the l'eRt on this cleared space and swing;:; the ,qoonandh.a!.:;;ur,
and the novice i" l'ai;;I·<1 to his feet <lud is direetcd to look. TIt."
oltlmen tell him the mysteries ('onneeted with the u"e of the
instmment which he 1I0\V seeS before him. They then step up
quite close to t~1e novice in a menacing .attitude, .~vith their
weapons ill theIr hands, and thl'e..'lt.en IUll.l that. If ever he
divulges what he has no\" seen, he \\'lll be kIlled, either b.y the
hands of his own triueslllell, or by supenmtural agency. After
this ordeal is oYer, he is allowed to examine the sacred instnlment.
All the men then sit down near the fire, the neophyte being
amon C1st them. He is then painted as a man of the tribe, and
invested with it complete set of man's attire, and the old men
show him qualtz crystals and give him advice as to his future
conduct. The ceremony is now over, and all returning to the
camp that afternoon, the novice remains in the men's quarters,
and does not go back to his mother, or his small brothers, or
sisters any more. He mnst, however, keep away from the
women's quartel's and abstain ~rom eating certain kinds of food
during a period to Le, dcterm~ned by the he~dmell. At the
next keepari'a which ]:i held III the COlllllllllllty, the neophyte
'rill 1)('. !1110\VlI all 01(' HU1.Tkod trees) and thp. ;,ccret C€r€lHOHi{'~.:
which arc l'lHH'(td at tll\! gooIlambaug, tIle keelaJbang, and all
the final proceedings at the w(lmC~n'8 tflmp.
A novice who ha!> hf'\~ll admitted to the statUi! of manllOod by

Jo/{r"a~ uf fn.•.1i/1/"·Gpo!og;,·,tl Instilufe, rot. xxrl, Phde XXXII.
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means of the Dhalgai ceremony is called a Dhalgai man, in contradistinction to those who have been irntiated at the Keeparra,
who are always spoken of as Keeparra men.

m"

E:lplanation of Plate XXXIL
A brief explanation of the Figures shown on the Plate will
now he given-the reader being referred to the text for further
details.
Fig. 1 is tIle Kaclt:aroo, 28 feet by 2:-1 feet: a is a group of two boys; h a group
of four boys; c aud d groups of three boys each. Ouuide
tI,e cwuunkwent art! the mothers of the boys, and the other
"-omen farther back d,ll, c', d', e andfare the men swinging the
hull·roarers-one of them having entered the oval. The other
meu are not .hown as it would unnecessarily crowd the Plate.
Fig. 2 represents the Gooflamba"9 (Ex(·rement Place), SI feet by 26 feet, with
the heap of earth, e, in the centre. The foUl' groups of boys, a,
b, c, and d, are represented sitting between the heap and the
embankment, but it has not been thought nece.1!&l'Y to show the
positions of the men-this having been suffieiently explained in
the deseriptien of the keeparra ~und. 1.'he track, flVPpa",.'I,
leading from the 90alZamoa.ng to the kackaroo, i••hown by a dotted
line in thi. Q.S well as in Fig. 1.
l<ig. 3 repl"e"Cnt. the Keelaybati$ (Mict.uMlting Place), a, b, being the line of
gunyahs or sheltel1!, c, c thc row lll' fires, and d the clear .ps('<!
where the men perform their plays and dances.
Fig. -1 is the Ku:eealiJan9 (Fire Place), 9 is the fire in the eentre,around wllich l\
heap of green bu.hes,f, a.re laid: a, b, c, tZ, ILl'6 the mothers of the
nOTIces, and the other women, lying down, covered over with ruga
and bush",,; e, e, e, e, ia thc circlo of mell amd boys plIinted white,
and having their hands joined together; 4 i. the way the men and
novices have come in from the bush.
Fig.. 6 to 13 represent the dltarrook e"I'Ved upon trees growing around t.he
9~fJe1tfl, which nre flllly described in previous pages.
Fig. 5 represents the plar.e where the novices aro brought in, aDd are gi.,en a
drink of water; Il, a, are the mothers .t..nding in a row at the
fire,f,-the other women, 9, being behind them. On the other
side of the fire is no row of eoolamins, h, b, containing water: e, c,
i. the row of none"., and d, d, are the guardians; e, e, are the
other men present j and It is the direction from which they have
just come.
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Ifnman Skull 1l8el-l by him as a Drinking Vessel, and
Notes on. tlu si·rnilar use 01 Skulk by otker Races. By HF:NRY
BALFOUR, M.A.
[WIrU PLA.TES XXXIII-XXXIV.]

t.o obtain for the l ' itt Itivcrs MuseullI a
l'pecimen of the human caIvarin. uiled as n drinking H'ssel
hy Aghori .Fakirs in india, I wrote to Surgeon CalJt~liJ1 H. E.
Drak~ Brocknum, LM.S., asking him to try and obtain onc for
me. This he not only succeeded ill doing, lun,ing obtained
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