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CHAPTER V.
THE IIUNTER AND MANNING RIVERS.

“ Digissimns arvis ;
Quingue greges illi balantim, quina redibant
Armenta, et terram centum vertebat aratris.”
Vine. An. vii. 539.
“Five herds, five bleating flocks, his pastures fill'd,
His lands a hundred yoke of oxen ull'd.” DrypEX.

Tue territory of New South Wales extends for a great
distance from Sydney, as a centre point, to the northward,
southward, and westward: I propose, therefore, to pre-
sent the reader successively with a general description
of each of these three great divisions of the eolony,
beginning with the Hunter and Manning Rivers to the
northward.

Hunter's River rises in the great dividing range of the
colony, and waters a large extent of valuable agricultural
and pastoral country in its course to the Pacific. In
the upper part of its course, it receives many tribulary
streams, each of which has its separate valley, with its
agricultural and pastoral population; and lower down,
where it is navigable by steamboats, it is joined by two
other navigable rivers from the northward, the Patterson
and the William, The counties of Northumberland,
Hun.ter, Phillip, and Bligh are situated on the south side,
or right bank of the river; and those of Gloucester,
g::l?;nt,l:;: sti:i:;:;:ne :tlll l‘h? no_rti:, or left h:ufk. The
i ::Iu. ]Ie: 1; };}'3_9“ sf|f|_are miles ; an.:l
T e cou,uups’ ;:,,\,;,.0. March, 1851, was 80,758,
fiiusict Smmefiataly herond thess, a0 Bloah E b
. ately beyond them, of Bligh, Liver-
pool Plains, New England, and Gwydir, con i r g
arca of 59,096 square miles, with a) l1- i o M"]E 0.

s population of 8,610,

at
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that is, one person for every 6§ square miles. The whole
amount of the live stock, both in the counties and squat-
ting distriets, is as follows, viz.: —

Horses = = 4 1. y 95,307
Horned ecattle - = i - 448,299
Pigs - = < = - - 16465
Sheep = — - - - 3,210,599

There is much alluvial land, of the first quality for
cultivation, on Hunter's River, and its two principal tri-
butariess and there is much valuable pasture land in all
the seven counties, together with much also of an inferior
character.

The agricultural capabilities of much of the available
Jand in this district generally are of the first order, as it
not only produces faiv erops of all the European grains,
fruits, and roots, but is admirably adapted for the eultiva-
tion of the vine, and of tobacco and cotton. The district
of Hunter's River is also the great coal-field of the
colony, and the trade in coal is already considerable and
vapidly increasing. The principal town in the district is
Maitland, situated nearly at the head of the navigation,
with a population of 4230; the town and port of New-
castle, at which the river disembogues into the Pacifie, in
latitude 82° 55' having a population of 1340 There are
other smaller towns in the distriet, which will be men-
tioned in the sequel.

The following is a Return of the agricultlfral produce,
within the Police district of Maitland®, for the year
ending 31st March, 1852: —

Total acres under cultivation, 14,891. OF these 7,122 acres
were under wheat, for grain, producing 110,051 ‘bushets,.aud 68
acres for hay, producing 18 tons; 4,097 acres under maize, for

erain, producing 144,599 bushels, and 27 :jor green food for cattle ;
;90 acres under barley, for grain, producing 16,929 bushels, 693

H " 9 e ice st 1=
» Maitland, it must be observed, is only one of the police distric

within the seven counties enumerated aboye.



under oats, for grain, producing 220 bushels, 90 for green
. and 367} for hay, producing 610 lun!‘._?i} acres lm'dcr rye,
' ]n-odnc‘ng 448 bushels; 8} acres umlcr_ millet, producing 107
bushels ; 222 geres under potatoes, producing 698 tons 5 307 acres
nnder tobacco, producing 293 ewt.; and 984 acres under sown
grasses, producing 3,201 tons hay, These returns show an n-\‘er:lg(x
produce, per acre, of 15} bushels wheat, 29 bushels maize, 21
bushels barley, 19 bushels oats, 194 bushels rye, 12} bushels millet,
3 tons 3 ewt. potatoes, 9} ewt. tobaceo, and 34 tons hay to the acre
of sown grasses,.— Maitland Mercwry, May 5. 1852,

The principal exports from the district of Hunter's
River are wool, tallow, and coal; but, independently of
these great staple articles of colonial produce, there is an
extensive coasting-trade to and from the distriet, as the
lollowing abstract of the exports for a single week will
show.

Abstract, compiled from the “ Shipping Gazetie,” of
the principal produce (exclusive of wool and tallow),
received coastwise, in Syduey, from Hunter's River.
_during the week ending Janvary 16. 1852:—

Grain—bush. - - 400 | Tobacco—kegs - - 41
‘Wheat—bush. - = 2275 | Grapes—cases - - 4
o bags - - 6 Horses - - - - 42
Mmu_‘;ahu;: - - 3410 ‘ Calves - - - - &
“ = - | P - . - L g3
Barley—bush. - . 763 | l.:%nl»s . - - - 12
= bags - - 20 Hides - - - - 258
Flour — tons S L] l Sheepskins—bales - . ag
Maize Meal —bags - 40 L) bundles - g
Bran —bags - - 48 Candles— boxes - - 10
Hay —pons - . 3 Cheeses- . . _ 39
Pm:lm-—lons - 154 ' * cmses . . . 3
3 - - 297 “ packages - - 3
Onions— ST el EO g
Maﬁt-bm' 5 Couls— tons - 204

A

.Q'\ha town of Newcastle is finely situated for a shipping
 the ground rising gradually to a moderate elevation
Ahe harbour; but (he country around it, for a con-
nee, is generally stervile and uninteresting

2
)
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—sandhills and swamps— the prineipal production of the
locality being obtained from underground.  There is a
vemarkable island, somewhat like the Craig of Ailsa on a
smaller seale, ealled Nobby’s Island, at the entrance of
the port.  Between that island and the main land, there
was formerly a passage for small vessels; but a mole or
breakwater has heen constructed by conviet lahour,
between the island and the main, to break the force of
the surges of the Pacific in southerly gales, and to confine
the ewrrent of the river to the principal channel. In
quarrying down the summit of Nobby's Island, to obtain
material for the breakwater, and also to form a level
platean for the erection of a lighthouse on the highest
part of the island, the workmen were digging, when I
visited the spot, through a scam of coal of two or three
feet thick, which appeared from the deck of the steam-
boat like a black ribbon along the face of the rock, at a

cat elevation above the sea.

There ean be no doubt that New South Wales will,
sponer or later, become a great manufacturing country ;
amd e is equally evident that Neweastle will become the
prineipal seat of its manufacturing industry. It has the
twolold advantaze for this purpose of an inexhanstible
supply of coal, and a harbour fit for shipping of any size;
while the surrounding country, in addition to the col-
s and  the copper smelting establishment already

lie
mentioned, can supply to any conceivable extent the raw
material for all the manulfactures of Europe, viz. wool,
cotton, fax, hemp, and silk. There was an iron foundery
and a salt work for some time in this vicinity, but both
of them have been discontinued for several years past.
There was also a eloth manufactory of considerable extent
in successlul operation for several years at Stocktunl. an
incipient village on the opposite shore ; L?ut the bunldllug,
having been unfortunately consumed by fire shortly before
the gold discovery, it has not been vesumed ; both pro-




192 MSTORY OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

ime gone to the
prie
“liggings. | J
Wl Jeweastle was 3
When Neweastle " N ; 5
indmill erected on the highest land near the tonni_
awi E i ; K
lisused for many years; but it had stood so long,
. n obj i the sea, that it had
and was so eonspicuous an objeet from sea, :
2 2 g 4 I L

; come a landl-mark for mariners, and was indicated as
il . o] T
¢h on the charts of the coast. Not adverling to this
su _ . 43
i enmstance, however, the local government Lad ordered
S nls ofthe Id windmill to be sold by auetion,

the materials of the old win e
ccordi by a S uilder

and they were purchased accordingly by a Scoteh b 5
; a]. No sooner, however, had the sale taken

ring i nt
Jor and workmen having the mea

penal settlement, there had been

i o for 1
;:;;::‘ I::::: Ill|:- harbour-master, another Scotchman, who
had not been consulted in the matter, and was not aware
of the circumstance till it was too late, wrote to the
Government, recommending that the sale should 1).\.‘ all
means be annulled, on account of the importance of ?hv
land-mark to navigation. But the wily builder, ]u.‘znw‘ng
of the eiveumstance, and not willing to forego his hfu-_g:fm,
quietly collected a number of the colliers uvf the vieinity,
one evening, after they had finished their dufiy ?nsk under
ground, who, marching up to the “’illldlul". in a body,
pulled it down, and carried off the materials at once. Im-
mediately thereafter, a shipmaster, a stranger ou the coast,
running along the land for Newcastle, and not finding the
windmill where his chart directed him to look for it, was
cither kept at sea for days together, or had to return to
port without reaching the place of his destination. The
Government had therefore to erect an obelisk of solid
masonry on the site of the old windmill, the cost of which
was necessarily much greater than the sum realized from
the sale of the materials, while it was much less conspicuous
as a land-mark for mariners. But this is merely one of
the numerous benefits and blessings which the colony de-
rives from the system of centralization.

There has been a large expenditure incurred, within the
last few years, in e erection of a military barrack in the

23
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town of Neweastle, with all the expensive appendages of
quarters for everybody which such an establishment im-
plies.  But there are now no longer any soldiers in the
place, and the Luildings arc consequently going to wreck
and ruin. - A similar but much more extensive suite of
buildings had just been completed in the eity of Sydney, at
a cost of about 50,0004, which was paid by the colony on
the condition of getting the site of the Old Barrack, which
it scems belonged to the Ordnance Department, when
an order came out from home to reduce the military esta-
blishment of the colony to a Governor's guard. At the
late general clection, I suggested to the citizens of Sydney
that the New Barracks, which were thus in areat mea-
sure rendered unnecessary, should be converted into a
Lunatic Asylum, asan appropriate memorial of the wisdom
of the projectors. I learned in the city of Charleston, in
South Carolina, that the British barracks of the old
colonial regime in that city had been converted into a
College for the education of youth after the War of Inde-
pendence ; the Americans finding that they had no further
use for snch an establishment after they had achieved
their freedom.  In short, barracks are required for keeping
a colony down—not for keeping it up.

To the norvthward of the Port of Newecastle, the land
trends away, for about thirty miles, to the eastward,
forming a decp bight on the coast, immediately to the
northward of which is Port Stephen; and still farther
north, in latitude 32°, is the entrance to the Manning
River. Port Stephen is the head quarters of the Austra-
lian Agricaltural Company, one of the numerous Joint-
stock companies of the vear 1825, It was incorporated
by Royal Charter, having a capital of one million ster-
ling ; and it obtained from the Government of the day a
million of acres of land in the colony, free of cost, with
as much conviet labour besides as the Local Government
could spare, and a monopoly of all the coal

VOL. 11 K

mines of



194 JISTORY OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

the country for thirty years ! l_t is ft"'t“1'“"‘-}“?"‘.‘-1'(1!?‘,
for the public that these magnificent SCIu.‘Ilml’a of indi-
vidual aggrandizement at the expense ot: w u\\ :a Fn‘l‘:n‘:};
nities, very rarely succeed. The .‘\ustmlll:-u'{ . {..f'l.;u ‘}11;1
Company put forth at its outset tl?e fairest professions
Lat it was going to do for the co-

i w
and promises, as to e
3 igines, who were to

v reetting even the Abor
:::31; :;O;O:Uagsharegof the benefit. I have never heard,
however, of its doing any thing for the m!ony inany way,
In short, cupidity was its mainspring ; its umnagcme.nt
was long characterized by the sheerest folly*®, .m:(l its
natural result was disappointment. One of the directors
Lias recently gone out, at the instance of the _C'u!npan),-,
to reduce the establishment, and to revolutionize the
whole concern ; and in both of these objects, I under-
stand, hie has made considerable progress already. My
advice to those concerned would be to divide the estate,
and other property, into such portions as would sell to
private proprietors, and to dissolve the Company as
speedily as possible. The land was originally selected
between Port Stephen and the Manning River ; but Sir
Edward Parry, who was the Company’s Commissioner for
a time, recommended that the land immediately on the
coast, which was generally worthless, should be surren-
dered to the Crown, and a new selection made of part of
the grant; and this recommendation being acceded to
by the Colonial Office—a thing which would never have
been done in the case of a private individual—about
600,000 acres of fine pastoral country were selected on

* Only think of the town of Carrington, in Port Stephen—the
Company’s principal town, where much English money has been
usF!essly expended — being situated where vessels cannot come
within 2 mile of the shore! If there had been no deep water within
the port, there might have been some excuse for this ; but there
was a place where the deep water is close to the land, and fresh
water, which was not found in the first instance in that loeality,
has recently been obtained there by boring.
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the Peel River and Liverpool Plains in the interior, in
lien of a similar extent on the coast.*

With these preliminary observations, the reader will
understand the allusions in the following Fough Notes
of a Journey which I made in the month of November,
1850, to Hunter's River, and from thence aeross the
Australian Agrieultural Company's land, to the Mauning
River. They were published at the time in a popular
colonial journal in Sydney ; and as a personal narrative is
generally more interesting than a mere description of

* Agricultural Company's Estate at Port Stephen

and aeross to the Manning River - - 437,102 acres,
Ditto, at Liverpool Plains, a tract of an oblong

shape . - - - - 249,600
Ditto, at the Peel River, a tract of irregular ont-

line - - - - - - 313298 ,,

Total - - = = 1,000,000

The following is a description of the Liverpool Plains country,
from an unpublished letter of Dr. Leichharde’s. Cassilis, the start-
ing point, is in the Upper Hunter District,

“ T went up the Liverpool Range (from Cassilis) with a gentle-
man who was going to establish a sheep-station at the Range. All
the spurs and secondary ranges, as well as the Liverpool Range
itself, are entirely flat at the top. You climb up with great dif-
ficulty over loose, sharp-edged, hard rocks, and you find yourself, to
your agreeable surprise, on a plain so smooth that you might drive
in a carriage. The plain of the Liverpool Range is almost three
miles broad. The rock becomes frequently cellular, and the cellules
arve filled with white erystalline substances —different species of zeo-
lithe. The principal trees ave the bastard box, the whire gum, and
a gum which the sawyers called black butt at Piri, but which
they call forest mahogany here. It resembles much the stringy
bark in its external aspect.

% Next day I descended into the Liverpool Plains,— an extensive
level eountry, showing a black soil covered with grass, with Com-
positee and Leguminosee, formerly the bottom of a larze inland lake,
with hills and ridges rising like islands. These hills are either
sandstone or basalt, The sandstone is conrse and soft,  The water
and atmosphere have washed the sand offy and formed o layer of
sand from one to three miles broad round the principal mountains ™

K2
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scenes and seenery, 1 trust they will not be unaceeptable
as sketehes of eolonial life, and eolonial travelling.

« NOTES OF A VISIT TO THE UPPER HUNTER AND
THE MANNING RIVER.

« Sydney, Nov. 6. 1850.— Left Syduey, by the Rose steamer, for
_\[(.,-p-..m, at ten v.M., and n-achu:l_ Neweastle, after an agreeable
passage, at six aa of the 7th. .\ ery ]nhj:lsnul to h-:n'e r.he‘o;:‘ean
part of the voyage disposed n1'.:]ur|ng the night, ) New Cﬂs‘ll\.ﬂ hd:-,ofw.
quite a contrast now to what it has ever been tull.‘very le.wnl y for
twenty-five years past. Formerly, like the Dead Sea, no sign .nl' life
npon its still waters, exeept when a solitary steamer was passing to
and fro between Hunter's River and the capital ; now, full of life and
motion, flaunting with stars and stripes. It was thought remarkable
last century that the earthquake at Lisbon should have been felt in
the West Indies; but it is surely still more remarkable that the
shaking of earth in their tins and cradles by the gold scekers of
California should have been so sensibly felt as it is beve on the
remote coast of Australia, across the boundless Pacific, and in the
opposite hemisphere. No fewer than twenty American ships loading
coals for San Franeisco at present in this harbour —it is a most
interesting sight.  Only think of these vessels transforming such
solitary isles as we have hitherto been aceustomed to consider
Tahiti, Pitcairn’s Island, the Sandwich Islands, and the Navigators'
Islands, of the vast Pacific, into the mere half-way houses of one
of the great commercial highways of the world. This is decidedly
one of the most wonderful revolutions of this revolutionary age.

* Thursday, Nov. 7. — Had the Bishops of Newcastle and New
Zealand as fellow passengers to Morpeth ; but us these ecclesiastical
dignitaries neither slept in the general cabin, nor breakfasted at
the cabin table, nor paced the deck with the common herd of cabin
P gers, but maintained the isolated position they had taken up,
from early dawn till the vessel's arrival at her destination, on the
elevated platform extending across the vessel between the paddle
boxes, we had merely the honour of their company and nothing of
the benefit. Artificial dignity perhaps requires a litle isolation
for its support—at least the Grand Lama of Thibet thinks so. The
Apostle Paul, however, was ofa different opinion, when a passenger
on board the good ship Castor and Pollux ; otherwise he could
nutllmve made 50 many converls as he did during his voyages.

These two bishops, it seems, are styled missionary bishops, and

a Board of Missions has just been formed in the colony under their
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nuspices, in professed accordance with the practice of the Pro-
testant Episcapal Clireh of' the United States of America,  Happy
that the Calonial Episcopal Chureh has had the good sense to copy
anything from that quarter. Ilope it will contiune the practice,
as there 1s something else to be eopied from the same quarter of at
least equal importance.  For example, every congregation in the
American Ep

pal Church has the choice of its own pastor, as
also of a lay delegate from among its own members, who has an
equal vote with the pastor at all meetings of the Bishop’s or Dia-
cesan Court.  The bishop himself also is always chosen by the
whole body of pastors and lay delegates in each diocese ; and when
any clergyman, like Mr. Russell * and Mr. Beamish * (now of Port
Phillip), has charges of any kind brought against lim, he is allowed
to speak for himsclf in open court; and every member of that
court, whether clerical or laic, bas liberty of speech also on the
case ; which is decided at length by the votes of the majority, the
bishop merely giving his easting vote when there happens to be an
equality of votes for and against.  Now this is religious liberty in
reality, and it is essential to the progress even of civil liberty in
this colony that the Protestant Episcopal Church, which comprises
so large a proportion of the entire population, should obtain this
measure or degree of liberty as speedily as possible ; for civil liberty
and religious liberty always go together. The Colonial Episcopal
Chureh, however, will never obtain this measure of religious liberty
until, like its sister Church in Amerien, it is entirely sepurated
from the State, and left to its own inherent energies and the Chris-
tian sympathies of its people. For every Episcopalian congregation
in this colony to have the choice of its own minister, as well as of
a lay delegate to represent and vote for it in all cases, like those
just referred to, in the Bishop’s Court, would be of infinitely greater
cousequence o the real welfire and advancement of that commu-
nion than even to have 15,000 a year, as at present, from the
public treasury, for the support of religion. For that money,
although professedly contributed by the Government, is in reality
taken out of the pockets of the people in the first instance, and
would doubtless be much more judiciously distributed if left by the
Government in the hands of the people, to be dealt out by them-
selves to the most deserving,  Changes even of this magnitude will

* Clergymen of the Colonial Episcopal Church who could wot
conform 1o the rampant Pu sin of the colony, and who had there-
fore been obliged to leave it for Port Phillip.
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be quite pract
who have the

st to effect them.
m‘"";lr ;rollmr. Mr. A. Lang, of Dunmore, J. P, had sent a mare for

me to ride over to his place, about four miles from East Maitland.
T accordingly took the road about noon, hut I Iad scaveely left
Tast Maitland when it began to rain very he:u.'xi_\'. :m(.l 1 naturally
enough put up my umbrella to protect m_\‘.srll from it. DBut like
certain other eolonial authorities, the mare it appears had passed a
requla generalis for all travellers on her back, to this effect—xo
UMBEELLAS ALLOWED HERE, although she had inserted no notice
of it in the GAZETTE, as she ought unquestionably to have done,
after the very frequent example of the said aunthorities.®* Perceiving
my mistake, I procecded of course to rectify it immediately ; but
before T could pnt down my umbrella, the mare had got me down
at full length on the highway for transgression of the rule aforesaid,
my hnmble plea of ignorance notwithstanding. I escaped, however,
without injury ; and, thinking of the late Sir Rohert Peel at the
moment, was thankful it was no worse.

“ Maitland, both East and West, has nearly doubled itself in size
and population since my last visit to this locality about five years
azo. Agreeably to appointment, delivered a lecture to a numerous
audience at the Rose Inn in the evening, on the general interests
of the district: pointing out the necessity for a constant and exten-
sive influx of industrious and virtuous population from home for
the development of the vast resources — mineral, agricultural, and
pastoral —of Hunter's River, and showing how easily so desirable
an ohject might be accomplished. Directed attention particularly
to the growth of cotton, which has been grown suceessfully on
Patterson’s River, as well as at New Town, Sydney, by Mr. Bucknell,
Al whick Ppromises in a few years to become a staple product of
'heu‘hft"d- as important and as valuable as wool.

Nov. 8.— Rode from Dunmore to Singleton — thirty-four miles
;E:';’:g:mﬂlﬁfh:iﬁne for travelling, though latterly rather hot.
i Y appomtment, a fey miles from town, by a few fiiends

panied me to the residence of my hospitable host, Mr. T.

icable under onr forthcoming Constitution, and all
welfare of the colony at beart will of course do their

o
‘This ;:1. “M-Emmd as a satire upon the Chief Justice, for his
W&. tiplication of GENERAL RULES for the practice of the
qaene Com,“ :.I:xch had become a perfect nuisance to the legal

1‘! i -mn. 1ot likely, however, to be forgotten in that
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W. Robinson, who condunets with great eredit and snecess a respec-
table academy at Singleton, and occupies the Scotch Manse. Mr. R.
was onc of a numerous corps of schoolmasters whom 1 had been
instrumental in bringing out to the colony in the year 1837. It
was peculiarly gratifying to find him doing well — much and deser-
vedly respected,

“I had not been at Patrick’s Plains for nineteen years hefore. The
town of Singleton *, which is really a respectable eolonial town, with
a considerable cumber of creditable buildings, has sprung into
existence in the interval ; althongh [ was sorry to find that pro-
perty of all kinds in its vicinity had latterly been sadly reduced in
value, while not a few of the neighbouring proprietors had saffered
serious reverses. It cannot be supposed, however, that in a locality
so favourably situated as Singleton, property should long continue
at its present depreciated rate.  All that is requisite to insure its
vapid vise is the steady influx of un industrious free immigrant
population from home, to develop the vast resources of the
Hunter’s River district.

“Delivered a lecture, similar to the one at Maitland, in the
Court House, which was full to overflowing in the evening: in
which I directed attention particularly to the cultivation of cotton,
us a much less preearious and much more profitable crop than
wheat. The subject appears to be exeiting much interest and
attention among the small settlers or practical farmers in the
northern districts of the colony. They seem to think at first that
there is something mysterious in cotton cultivation, and conse«
quently, when proposed to them in a cursory way, they do not give
it the requisite attention ; but when told that its cultivation is as
simple and easy a process as that of maize, and much the same in
its character, they take a strong interest in it, and resolve to make
the experiment as soon as they can. It was precisely in this way
that the cultivation of cotton became general in the cotton growing
States of North America. Was entertained at supper by a few
warm fricnds at the close of the lecture. There was no noise,
nothing approaching to excess —quite an intellectnal treat, and
much interest shown in the welfare and advancement of the colony.

* Saturday, Nov. 8, — Rode to Muswellbrook, twenty-eight miles
—the day very hot. The road at Singleton crosses Hunter's River,
orrather its bed, for unfortunately the river has not been flowing for

* Containing 630 inhabitants,
K 4
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some months past, and the eoast rains have extended no farther into
the nterior than Singleton, or rather Black Creck, abont half way
from Maitland; the country higher up assuming more and more
ihe character of a desert at every step, till at Ianqh not a blade of
grass is to bescen in any direction. The river making a con-
iderable detour to the southward in this part of its course, the
road leaves the valley of the Hunter to the left, and the country
assumes the character of an open forest, of varying pastoral ca-
pabilities.
 Mugswellbrook is well chosen as the site of an inland town, both
from its distance from Singleton, and from its being the centre of
a considerable extent of grazing country. It is a mere straggling
village, however, occupying four times the space it ought to have
done for the convenience of all concerned. There seems bat little
land in the neighbourhood fit for cultivation, and the present long
drought is very discouraging. For this reason I found the popu-
lation had rather been decreasing of late. (Population 204.)
*“Sonday, Nov. 10.— Preached in the Presbyterian Church, a
neat brick building, to a congregation of about a hundred —a good
one for the interior. The minister at Singleton visits this locality
once a4 month. Afterwards rode over to Aberdeen, an incipient
village about eight miles further, and preached again to a con-
gregation of about fifty, at four r.a. Donald MIntyre, Fsq., of
Ca?'uga., M.C., and Thomas Hall, Esq., J.P., of Dartbrook, both
reside in (his neighbourhood, and were present at divine service
with their families.  After service rode to Mr, Hall's, where I
spent the ‘fie'ht- Mr. Hall is one of the sons of the late Mr. Geo.
Hall, of Pitt Town, who arrived in the colony as one of a small
body of Presbyterian emigrants, chiefly from Scotland, and formed
;:' o:lms settlement on the banks of the Hawkesbury, at
abou:':m?"::; ‘;'i’:::‘e ?hfy erected, in the year 1809, at a cost of
contribur.im;s of the l:z:cle % wm:slup el_'ecled by:ithe rolugtisy,
e ik e ME Jl:nl:1 on h;hils continent ; one of their own
apostolic man, offici sl ottt Hewdion iy
» Officiating for them as a catechist, without re-

l:;l::::l:n' of any lufv.l, for the long period of twenty-four years.
ek l:n':}g l‘lfur 3 night at old Mr. Hall's many years ago, the old
i d:e, with a degree of self-complaceney which was
i mmn‘rried .mdt he had seven sons, and that his eldest son, who
L v il e iy
- 500N Over- the eolony.’ . H
recolleet, was much pleased both with the pun and wglh t:ehwm.:
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pliment.*  His sons have very extensive possessions in this partof,
the colony, both in land and in flocks and hefds. \

* Monday, Nov, 11.— Rode about eight or ten miles to &M,.
over a beantifully undulating country of the richest soil jmaginable,
but exhibiting not a single vestige of vegelation in the 3’1313"_2
pasture for stock of any kind. It is an extremely dismal prespee
and presents a most remarkable contrast to the luxuriant vegeta-
tion observable everywhere towards the coast. The heavens are
as brass above, and the earth as iron beneath., Tt looks as if a
curse had lighted upon the country. There is still, however, some
pasture on the hills and in particular localities in the mountain
valleys; and to these the sheep and eattle are driven at such seasons.
Agriculture in such circumstances is almost out of the question;
but the population of Scone and its vicinity does not depend much
upon agriculture. There are about 250,000 sheep shorn in the
neighbourhiood ; and public houses, which are neither few nor far
between, grow very well in such localities, even without rain.

*“ Delivered a lecture, or address, suited to the general state and
prospects of the distriet, in the Court House, at Scone, at three
o'clock, .3 ; pointing out the importance and necessity of making
some combined effort for the preservation of a sufficient supply of
water in such loealitics, both for the ordinary purposes of man,
and for partial irvigation, against the reenrrence of such ealamitous
seasons of dronght as the present; and showing how other countries,
similarly situated as to climate, especially in the ancient world,
had to depend principally, if not exclusively, on artificial supplies
of water. [ also pointed out the wonderful adaptation for the pur-
poses of conveyance, of cheap tramroads or wooden railways —to be
constructed entirely of the indigenous timber of the colony —to the
wants of such a country and climate as ours in the interior, where
neither food nor water can be obtained for the working cattle in
seasons like the present.  With artificial supplies of water and
wooden tramroads, both of which would be quite practicable at a
comparatively small cost in many localities in the interior, nu-
merous tracts that ave now uninhabitable conld be made to support
a comparatively dense population.”®

“ At the close of my leeture I had the honour to be presented, by
Thomas Hall, Esq., J. P., with a very gratifying address, signed by

* Qrerhanl is a sea phrase, well known to all who have made 2
sea voyage, signifying o pat things (o rights.

e,
i The present population of Scone is 180,

K &
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pimself, Mr. Donald MeIntyre, ALC, and about 140 of the in-
habitants of Seone and its vicinity ; to which of course I made a
suitable acknowledgment. In the evening | preached in the
Court House, agreeably to appointment, to a much better congre-
gation than 1 anticipated at such a time, and afterwards rode back
to Mr. Ilall's, where I arrived about cleven ..

« Scone has always been rather an aristocratic neighbourhood,
of which Thad a rare specimen.  An ex-skipper, of the name of
Bingle, who is settled in the vicinity as one of the dispensers of
justice in (he intevior, and who, it seemed, had been studying the
Jearned mnonscunse of those wnr[hy senators, Messrs, Wentworth,
Donaldson, Murray, and Co, ahont Demagogues, Democrats,
Communists, Socialists, &e., presuming, from some mistake about
my mwmber, in his Marryatt's signal-book, that I was sailing
uuder one or other of these hostile flags, and should not therefore
be permitted to cross the line into his aristocratic preserve, had
written a letter to the Clerk of the Bench, which I saw, forbidding
him, at his peril, to allow the use of the Court House to Dr. Lang,
unless he were duly authorized to do so by the magistracy. (JMr.
Hall had already consented to the use of the Court House for the
purpose, and Captain Dumaresq, when referred to, had made no
objection.) The best of it was, however, the use of the Court
House, for any public purpose whatever, is usually granted to any-
body and everybody that asks for it, and had recently been granted
even to some strolling players !

5 Sl’“!ﬂiﬂg of aristocratic magistrates in the interior, but without
any particular reference to the case of Scone, the Loecal Govern-
ment has for nealy thirty years past, or ever since the days of
i‘;;f’ ?L‘lsfofzi“:f’r *\I‘_"c‘i“l'it'"bﬂ!n virtaally in a sort of conspiracy
el n‘:] lz’nme: to ruin n‘n_(l.d.t-base 11)65 working elnssc-s_ of
i mi;::e ant the possibility of their gradual elevation
ha akigbeini ce mncl"k very facility, for example, is held out to
terior, to spend B eepers or other hired labourer in the in-
the numerons pablic 110:‘3' 10 Tiotous dissipation, in one or other of
£0L s0 convenientl: = whﬂ.—m Aot oot s

y placed, and licensed for the purpose, on their

Tespective estates.  But w e
ing classes of the imml:rienau there any facilities for the work-

— 'rf.'stllleir earnings in stock, in land,
mum hm!s:es of their own? Governor Macquarie de-
S z;t‘u, 1ot only to.r what he attempted, but for
PP i:ln‘l::s ay, with the very inferior materials
bt e s old peual times of the colony ; as the

bury, the districts of Airds und Appin, and
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e older settlements of the colony generally, hear witness still.
srnor sinee has ever even attempted to follow his
example to this present hour ? The system hitherta
pursued for the last thirty years has been to ereate only two classes
in the eolony, viz.— lords (or rather lickspittles) and serfs. Nay,
on in which trumpery cases have been systematically
up against unoffending individuals of the working classes, at
these remote henches of the interior, to effect their utter min by
due process of law, have been numerons beyond belief, and have
not heen confined to any one district in particular. T have even
Leen told of well authenticated eases in which heads of families
have been systematically persecuted and ruined, whose only offence
had been their presuming to defend the honour of their wives and
daughters from the profligacy or bratality of their betiers,

instances «

“ 4 For dark as the accents of lovers’ farewell
Ave the deeds that they do, and the tales that they tell.”

In this way hundreds of reputable families of the humbler classes
that, to my certain knowledge, would greatly have preferred spend-
ing their days in the interior, have been virtually driven back into
al towns; till Sydney, in particular, has become in New
Sonth Wales what Cobbett used to deseribe London as having
become in England, viz., a prodigious wen, totally disproportioned
to the size of the living body, ou which it is a mere unhealthy and
marbid exerescence.

“ Tuesday, Nov. 12. — A requisition having been forwarded
through Mr. Hall, from some persons at Musswellbrook, on Monday,
requesting me to deliver a lecture there on my return, Mr. H. had
dispatched a man on horseback at daybreak to give notice that I
should deliver an address or lecture at Musswellbrook at cleven 1.
Laccordingly found anaudience, on my return to that locality, of
a respeetable character, and sufficient to fill Mr. Johnston's large
billiavd room. and accordingly delivered a lecture of pretey much
the same purport as the one I had given on the previous day at
Scone. Afterwards rode on to Archerfield, the estate of George
Bowman, Esq.® of Richmond, about ten miles from Singleton,
making about thirty miles altogether for that day. There had been
a thunder shower about one o'clock on Sunday at Musswellbrook,
which lasted, however, but a few minutes. There was another
to-day of about a quarter of an hour, towards evening, so heay ¥ as
to wet me completely, and to set all the litde rills a-running. It

the colo

#* Now a Member of Council.
K G



204 IISTORY OF NEW SOUTH WALLS,

was not felt, however, at Mr. Bowman's house, although only tyq
miles distant.

“ Wednesday, Nov. 13. — Arrived at my brother's place at Dy
more towards evening, after another long ride of abont forty-five
miles, my horse having done his work remarkably well.

[ Mr. Lang's estate of Dunmore consists of about 2560 acres, or
four square miles, of land on Patterson’s River, which, in that part
of its course, is navigable for the largest vessels ; the alluvial land
on its banks being of the richest description, and the indigenous
vegetation most luxuriant. The course of the river being rather
circuitous, it forms the boundary of the property for five miles.
Hunter's River, into which the Patterson empties itself about three
miles farther down, forms the other boundary for a short distance
from a point at which the two rivers approach within 200 yards
of each other, and then diverge, forming a peninsula of 1100
acres of the richest alluvial land ; the isthmus being my brother's
boundary towards the peninsula. This peninsula has formerly
been a lake, and been converted into solid land, in the course of
successive ages, by the deposits from both rivers in seasons of inun-
dation ; for the former proprietor of the peninsula has told me that
in digging a well on the land he had found quantitics of charred
wood at a depth of nine feet under the present surface, or about
the present level of the rivers. My brother's property comprises
about 1500 acres of alluvial land, including the dry beds of several
Jagoons; the rest being forest or grazing land, Under the conviet
system of former years, Mr. Lang farmed pretty extensively, having
nsual_ly about 300 acres under wheat, and employing about forty
convict servants with a hired overseer.  Now he lets his land in
small farms, of ‘:lriou.s sizes from 20 acres to 150 acres, to a re-
1’;;::;“‘;9 tmlsw;t tenantry, who cultivate grain and other
e “‘f:""‘:': 0"‘;;2 Sydney market, which the advantage
o mﬁ' & ‘;:'s s them 10 do with great facility. The
T e E-: s way, according to the supposed value, at

ty shillings an acre of yearl
has a population of about 300 gEaCy S Bhepiontoy
souls. It has a steam flour mill of

lhe_ river bank, a Presbyterian church,

my ':‘:::m o, gm;‘:;-f&ing refreshed by a night's rest after
this moming for 5 longer 1" 0 0 Scone, T started again

wore, my Lrother's m:: ii:“:%gy, 10 the Manning River. Dun-

uited on the right bank of the
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Patterson River, one of the principal tribntaries of the Hunter,
The Patterson, notwithstanding its most unpoetical and forbidding
name, which I am sure will be the very detestation of every futare
Australian poet, is an interesting and beantiful riverithroughout its
entire course, and is hroad and deep enough at Dunmore to float a
seventy-four. Crossed the river in a punt, and then rode across
the country, about nine or ten miles, to Mossman’s punt, the cross-
ing place on William's River, another of the principal tributaries of
the Tunter, if it should not rather he considered the principal
stream, for it is decidedly the largest of the three.  There is much
alluvial land of the first quality on Patterson’s River, and a consider-
able extent also, although not so much, on the William, The low
country everywhere at present looks beautiful, and a luxuriant
wheat erop is rapidly whitening for harvest.

* My brother had accompanied me to Ballyearry, the residence of
his father-in-law, H. Caswell, Esq., R.N., about twelve miles from
Dunmore ; and on starting again for Stroud, Mr. Caswell proposed
to accompany me a few miles through the bush to put me on the
right road; but he aetually gave me more than even a Scotch
convoy of twenty miles, to Booral, one of the principal stations of
the Australian Agricultural Company, and the residence of the
present commissioner, Mr, Ebsworth.

“1 was gratified at observing that Mr. Caswell had actually done
what I had so recently before been recommending to others some-
what similarly situated, up the country, viz. constructed a dam
across the bed of a matural torrent or watercourse in front of his
house, for the retention and preservation of the surface water of
the vicinity. It was quite full from the late rains, and formed a
beautiful sheet of water more than 30 ft. deep at the lower end.
This practice is likely to become general all over the colony—I
mean wherever it is practicable and necessary —at a much earlier
period than wany might imagine. For I learned at Dartbrook a
fact of which I was not previously aware, and which cannot fail to
give rise to very serious apprehensions, viz. that the under-
ground supply of water is now failing in many localities in the
interior, in which it had previously been abundant. Mr. Hall, for
example, informed me, that about eighteen years azo, when he first
settled at Dartbrook, he had obtained an abundant supply of water
for his establishment from a well 16 . deep; but the supply having
failed at length, the well had afterwards to be decpened ; and this
process had been continued from time to time, especially in seasons
o]’dm“ght, insomuch that the present d&'plh of the well is not less
than 42 ft. And thus, it seems, is quite a general case in that part



206 IISTORY OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

of the country. In short, the grand problem in physics for this
community will very shortly be, ‘ Ilow to secure a constant ang
sufficient supply of water for all the purposes of man, especially in
seasons of drought.”

« The land through which the road from Raymond Terrace*
passes to the northward is generally of a very indifferent character,
although remarkably well watered. After the first few miles, it
hclnng‘s exclusively to the Australian Agricultural Company, On
the hanks of the Karna River, at Booral, there is a considerable
extent of alluvial land of the first quality, on which a few agricul-
tural families, prineipally Scotch, are settled as tenants of the Com-
pany ; and the scenery altogether has as much of the charaeter of a
rich English landscape as anything I have geen in the colony.
Mr. Ebsworth's cottage is beautifully situated on a natural terrace
overlooking the river and the cultivated land ; and everything
ahout it indicates the residence of an English gentleman of refined
taste and in affluent circumstances. In short, John Company has
been by no means niggardly in the accommodation he has provided
for his agents and chargés d'affaires in Australia. At the same
time, there is nothing that could reasonably be objected to on the
score of expenditure at Booral. We ealled on the commissioner,
whom we found prepaving to resign his office and return to England.
There is evidently something wrong with the Company’s machine
of government at present, and things are rapidly tending towards
an entire revolution in this little imperium in imperio.

*The Company’s land from Booral to Stroud, seven miles, con-
sists of hill and dale, and forms very good grazing land, the Karna
River winding along in a deep valley, and presenting but a very
l'!mimi extent of alluvial land to the left. Arrived at Stroud a
little before sunset, after a ride for the day, which was very hot
throughont, of thirty-nine miles, having still the same willing horse
as on my journey to Sconec.

.u Frid.y'. November 15.—Stroud’ is decidedly one of the finest
villages or inland towns in the colony ; and if the sight of it should
:?:u:::sﬂi;l;m;_“ to console the proprietors at home, under the
dividend, or ufem::f ;ﬁ'ﬁi ;’f,.tm:ffﬁfﬁ‘;"i nm’:'“".“m“.’:l‘f d°f =

3 g i 0 ereate, 1t wi oubt-

m ln alleviate that feeling considerably ; for when people’s

wally thrown away, as not a litle of the Company’s

el
beem, it is somewhat eonsolatory to think that there is some-

* A rising § ; 5
Rivers, vmamm v 8t the Junction of the William and Hunter

Sl O
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thing worth looking at to show for it after all. Like the ‘lang town
" Stroud consists of a single street ; the houses, which
lly neat cottages, being thrown back a considerable
distance, on cach side, from the line of road, with flower garﬂm
and shrubberies in front. Iis Honor the Superintendent of Port
Phillip used to call the squatting station of Miss Drysdale (an un-
married sister of the late Sir William Drysdale, treasurer of the
city of Edinburgh, who had cmigrated to that district shortly after
its settlement, and fixed herself near Geelong), the model squatting
station of Port Phillip, from the air of neatness and comfort it
exhibited thronghout, with a eomparatively slight expenditure of
eapit Strond may, in like manner, be called the model inland
town of New South Wales. It reminded me rather of a New
England village, such as I had seen in the States of Connecticut and
Aassachusetts, than of an English village. There is one orsament,
however, of which the Americans are very fond, which it wants;
I mean a row of umbrageous trees on each side of the wide road or
street in front of the little garden fences by which the different
allotments are bounded. This is one of the most interesting features
of American civilisation, and gave me a high iden of the real refine-
ment of the people. Tn the Novthern States, the trees planted in
this way are generally plane trees, oaks, or elms; in North and
Sonth Caroling, wheve the climate is considerably hotter, like that
of this colony, the pride of India is the tree usually employed for
this purpose.® But in our inland towns—with such wisdom the
Australian world is governed ! — there is no room left even for the
planting of a row of trees on each side of the principal street!
There is not even an inch of ground left anywhere, in our inland
towns, for a public square; I presume, lest * the mob™ should
congregate oceasionally in such places, and pass disagreeable reso-
Iutions about the powers that be.

* There is a considerable extent of good agricultural land in
the neighbourhood of Stroud ; and one of the thickest seams of
coal in the colony crops ont a few miles distant. This seam or
stratum is said to be thirty-five foet in thickness. But the site of
the town has not been judicionsly chosen after all, and in the event
of the Company's expenditure on it being discontinued shortly, which
is not improbable, there is nothing to keep it up. Indeed, without
alluding to the Company at all, Colonial Govermment incapacity is
in nothing more conspicuous than in the sites of towns. Cupidity
and dishonesty combined, on the part of people in power, have

* The White cedar, Melia Azedarach.



208 HISTORY OF NEW SOUTIT WALES,

doubtless had something to do with it in not a few instances; {he
public interest having heen frequently sacrificed o henefit So ang
So, Esq., of So and So, J, P, who has had a friend in the right
place.*

“ Rode from Strond to Gloneester, one of the Company’s agrienl-
tural and grazing stations, thirty miles distant, over a good pastoral
country, of hill and dale, and remarkably well watered. I saw it
doubtless in its very best state, for the season has been peeuliarly
favourable. Gloucester is one of the best sites for an inland town
T have seen in the colony; and if the road to and from New Ingland
should take this particular direction, as it is supposed likely to do,
at least by the Company’s servants, it would soon become a place of
some importance. A range of picturesque mountains, called by the
aborigines The Buceans, of about 1200 feet in height, bounds the
horizon to the westward. Along the base of these mountains, the river
Gloucester wends its way to the northward, leaving a large extent
of alluvial land on its right bank, which the Company has eleared
and brought into cultivation ; the site of the buildings that form the
station, including a louse of accommodation for travellers, being on
a rising ground 10 the eastward of the alluvial flats. It is altogether
a beautiful spot in the wilderness, and there ave many such on the
Company’s estate,

‘“Baturday, Nov. 16.—Started at eight, with a mounted aboriginal
native for my guide for the fivst ten miles ; for whose serviees in
that capacity I had been indebted to the good offices of Mr. Darby
the Comgau:“s overseer of stock at Gloucester, to whom I had h::d'
ifl[' E‘:vc 005 ;:*:0?391:21; f;:sn: ? mutg:u friend, Dr. Douglas, at Stroud.
charaeter as that which I (]f:}dlm e t‘he T
between Stroud and Gloncester ‘_Ij“'.-‘;;;t’d T Gn-lhe Lhehs doy
and good pasture.  On this *-Mt ;'l hand S ocF B !hts
is erossed twice. It wmainspa Izu-0 ethedmum & Bul'rmgton il
L “-'uhg ,‘0 y of water, mztchmg ne.ar]y
ton rises in the mc’-untainous couma- rdlm..l Eate gL Jjarrm_g»
lian's River, It fows e lj‘;.tﬂ\\ards the sources of Wil-
Buccans, to the westward a.nr;lg inte ah ihe dungd .callurl he
northern termination of t,l o t-h S Smese it i

i o it range, o mile or two below the Com-
Puny’s station.  Still lower down it is joi >
5 7 Joined by the Bowmg i
and on all these rivers I ascertaine i ebommaniiven

ed that there was a considerable,

& T 3,
X .I"he Population of the towns on the
: gricultura) Company is not £iven i
reason, I do noy knpy,

property of the Australian
the recent census ; for what
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hough by no means a large, extent of alluvial land, well adapted
for the settlement of an agricultural population.  The Barrington is
once of the prineipal tributaries of the Manning, It is always run-
ning, although subject, like all Australian rvivers, to ocecasional
floods.  ‘I'he blackfellow told me that the native name, either of it
or of the Gloneester (for I eould not ascertain which he meant) was
Wittuelk, and that of the Manning, Droey-gangallinba, But I could
not ascertain afterwards that the natives of the Manning district
lnew the river by that name, and was told they had various names
for it at different parts of its course,

* After erossing the Barrington a second time we met two black-
fellows on foot, and shortly afterwards a third, a servant of the
Company, on horseback., Irom the two pedestrians, Watty, my
guide, ascertained that there had been a fight among the aborigines
on the Manning River, in which one man had been killed. In
describing the fray, and especially the multitnde of spears that had
been thrown npon the occasion, the blackfellow was particularly
eloquent, illustrating his narrative by pointing with his own spear
in all directions, and using as much gesticulation as a Frenchman.
Watty informed me, after we had left them, that both the horseman
and the two pedestrians were to wait for him on his return, as he
wished *to hear the news.” They are a very social people, as
unlike the American Indians as possible.

“ Watty had scarcely taken leave of me, at the ten miles station,
to return to Gloucester, when it began to rain in right earnest, and
1 was very soon completely drenched. The road also, from this
point, was one of the worst I had ever travelled in the colony ;
with steep ascents approaching almost to the perpendicular, and the
path ocvasionally running along the face of precipitous hills, with
the river, which has again to be erossed twice in this part of the
route, flowing deep and broad at their base. The rain had also
made the elay soil so slippery that I found it dangerous to walk
erect, as a single false step might have precipitated me into the river;
and I had frequently to seramble along the best way I could on my
hands and feet, dragging wy horse behind me. In short, it is a
miserable voad in wet weather, and I was heartily glad when I found
1 had cleaved the last hill, and got down, although wet and weary,
into the valley of the Manning.

*The Manning, in the upper part of its course, forms the houn-
dary of the Agricultural Company’s estate in this part of the terri-
tory ; and there is doubtless a considerable extent of alluvial land

within that boundary, as well as on the Darringtou and its con-
fuents, available for the settlement of wn industrious population.
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But the whole extent of the land fit for enltivation on the ¢ ompany
estate of 430,000 acres, in this part of the territory, is :-.m.!‘-.; 1=

tively very sn
Tand — for T unders

I And so alsa is the extent even of good pasture
il 1 hadl seen the best of it ; the sterile and
atly predominating, espeeially towards (he

worthless quality gre
coast.
“ Uulike the Hunter, the Manning derives its supplies from pe-
!

rennial sowrces among the mountains of New T

cland, and theye-
al extent of its dry shingly bed, it is

; wsiralian rivers, to extensive inundg.
1.1|ms. and must throw an immense body of water on these oceasions
into the Pacifie. 1 erossed it at o ford which 1 casily found, and
then rode down partly through a thick brush on its ll..'l't h:mk‘ for
about two miles, to the house of Mr. Joseph Andrews, \\‘llu;'e 1
received a very cordial weleome, the ride from Gloucester lmi'ing
been twenty-two miles, M. Andrews had come out to the colopy
m‘uh'r my superiniendence, as a schoolmaster, in the same \'esic:l
.mlh Mr. Robinson, of Singleton, in the year 1837, He had ilct:':tl
in that cnlpncii.\' for several years in Syducy, and afterwards at
Pu:mmre, in teaching a school on my brother's property ; but hav-
;ng purch:tfzd, ata comparatively low price, the property on which
1C now resides—an estate of 75 'es with i
other valuable 1|1.$1‘$\§;E:n0t:::}c ::ll;:‘: e ‘lfg‘;‘jﬁd ‘hc_‘“ﬂ' o an
el i s one of the resident proprie-
“ Having written two letter ‘dney i
forming him that T c‘xp'lciife.?riﬁl i"dney o Me: Andeovs,in.
would preach at one or two sui b : S el
suitable stations on the

had intended, if the reallea following day, I

e i : ad continued fine, and I had reached
riddm: ;ol:lr:]\laﬂ:n g.o'ud .nme, to have Lorrowed another horse and
b ci :\ er in the afternoon othep eighteen or twenty
tmmd,. il A::::l 1.mderstood the population was more concen-
S I 1ew:s had never received cither of my letters,

» L aseertained before leaving the riy

lyi i er, wer
ying safe in the post office at Port Mhcdniria , were then

As no intimation,
3 as I found, moreover, that
- ihday _after crossing the mountains
under My, A ° i 25 the rain still continu ‘emai
W S“?lidl;l?ﬁi hoi?rxtuhle roof till the following mmu?ﬁ,gl g
Y. 17. — @ !
M b Ot a fresh horse, and starteq carly with

> cdbank, t
there is 5 considerable Pre. owards the mouth of the river, where

resbyterian population from Scotland and
e ;
Ninety miles farther ygy

th, having been forwardeq by sea,

under torrents of Tain ;
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the novth off Treland.  The vegetation on the allavial land on the
Banks of the viver is superb, and T was happy to learn it is easily
cleared and buened off, eorapared with the labonr and cost of elear-

g 5 variety of

is an endl

g similar Jandd on the Hunter. 'l

wl parasitical plants, and the nettle-tree ahounds

VILES OF eree

ws Lo an irmmense size. It is easily
¢ being quite soft and  fngous,

e, and

in the thick brushes,

destrayed, iowever, its inle
Crosserl the river a mile or two below Mr. As, and strock into the
open forest on the opposite side, to eut off a great bend which the

left. Tl thus to forego the pleasure [ anticipated

ies to the

ely practicable,
ched the honse of a highly
tHamd, whose

intelligent and respectable settler from the North of
wife —a woman of snperior edueation and peenliarly engaging
universally

manners and  disposition, who I learned had  be
ed suicide

esteemed in the district—had shortly before cou
i, leaving her unfortunate
cxtreme desolation.  Bx-

during a paroxysm of puerpe
husband with a family of five ehildren in
pected to have erossed the river in a boat at this locality, and then
crossing an isthmus on foot, where it sweeps round a peninsula
with a long cireuitous course, to have gone down to Redbank hy
water ; hut uncertainty as to whether we should find a boat at the
place where we should have wanted it, induced ns to perform the
rest of the journey, about twelve miles by land, also on horseback.
It was a very disagreeable ride, for ned heavily, and I soon got
completely drenched onee more, My veception at Redbank, where,
from the civenmstance I have mentioned, my visit had not been

expeeted, was gratifying in the highest degree. I took up my
abode at the house of Mr. Samuel Gibson, a respectable Preshy-
terian settler from the north of Ireland, who had heen six years on
the Manning, and was farming upwards of 100 acres of the richest
alluvial land, which he had purchased on its bank. The usual bush
fare was immediately got ready, and a large five, which speedily
blazed on the hearth, was not more necessary to dry our habiliments,
than it was from the cold of the day. I afterwards found that the

7th had been an unusually cold day for the season of the year all
over the colony. Preached in the evening to a congregation hastily
assembled, but consisting almost exclusively of Scotch and north of
Ireland Preshyterians settled on the adjoining farms.

« Monday, Nov. 18.— The rain all gone, and the weather de-
lightful. Preached again, at nine A.30, to a congregation consider-
ably more numerous than that of the preceding evening. At the
close of the service, succeeded in making the requisite a

ngements
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for the immediate settlement of a Presbyterian minister in the Man-
ning distriet, which had been the principal ohjeet of my visit.  The
P?“i""‘ of Redbank —having just got a schoolmaster from home,
who, T was happy to find, was giving them great satisfaction — were
building him a substantial schoolhouse of twenty-six by fifteen feet,
which was also to serve as a temporary place of worship, the school
being under the Denominational Board.  The number of scholars
was already wpwards of thirty. I told the people they mustexpecy
10 be put nnder the National Board after next year, to which they
seemed quite resigned. There will be comparatively little difficulty
in effecting such a transformation, as far at least as the Preshyterian
sehools of the colony are concerned.

* Understanding that there lad been some excitement in the
district on the subject of the cultivation of cotton, and that one or
two proprietors of considerable tracts of land, in particular Mr,
Atkinson, had been recommending it to their tenants, I had an-
nounced my intention to deliver a lecture on the subject in the
course of this day at Tahree, a central locality about five miles up
the river by water; and I learned accordingly in the course of the
morning, that a good many of the Redbank people were going up
to attend it. To save them this trouble and inconvenience, how-
ever, 1 proposed to deliver the lecture, as for as they were con-
cerned, on the spot, which was cheerfully acceded to, and I did so
aceordingly. It is a noble country for that species of cultivation ;
and as Mr. Gibson's wheat crop had been destroyed by rust, which
had cut it off after the late rains, I took occasion to show bow much
less precarious a cotton erop was likely to prove in that climate
than wheat, and how much more profitable. The Manning is just
within the thirty-second degree of south latitude, precisely in the
same latitude as that of Charleston, in South Carolina, one of the
principal cotton-growing states of America, in the opposite hemi-
sphere. The Redbank people expressed themselves much gratified
3y, visit, and at the little effort T had thus made to supply them
"lﬂ:.l information on a subject on which they were all apparently
anxious to obtain it. Mr. Andrews and Mr. M‘Lean (another
:en}:;w‘-;m;oller for the last twelve miles), having to return by land

¢ horses, I was rowed up the river in a boat to Tahree, by

one of the Redbank settlers intelli
Pic i) » & tall, stout, intelligent farmer from the

**The Mauning is a noble river
T am coufident there is a much
quality for cultivation on its
Iﬁhn.lu-iu. as well

n the lower part of its course, and
greater extent of land of the first
_hnlu, and on those of its numerous
85 on the islands towards its mouth, than there is
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altogether on the Tunter, Patterson, and William Rivers. It is
navigable about the same distance inland as these rivers; bt there
is this great difference between the two distriets, that whereas a
large proportion of the land on the Tlunter, towards the eonst, is
comparatively worthless, the good land on the Manning extends
to the very heads, and is almost all within reach of steam navi-
gation.  In short, it is quite unaccountable that a district of such
superior agricultural capabilities should have remained for so long
a penad comparatively unknown. To use the language of the
Moon in the fable, when, complaining to the Sun that he looked so
dull and cheerless at her during an eclipse, she observed that it
was that dirty planet the Earth that had got between them ; I pre-
sume it is the Agrienltural Company’s estate that has hitherto got
between the Manning and the settled districts of the colony gene-
rally, and prevented the colonists from recognizing the superior
capabilities of that important distriet.

“The Manning has two entrances, a southern and a northern,
the two channels being separated by Oxley and Mitchell Islands,
which again are separated from each other by a navigable channel ;
Mitchell Island being towards the ocean, and Oxley Island inland,
The southern entrance, however, has for some time past been filled
up, and the northern channel is of course the only one used. There
is a bar at its mouth, as in most Australian rivers ; but that bar, I
was informed, would prove but a comparatively slight obstacle in
the way of steam navigation, as it is more practicable at present
than that of almost any other barred river on this coast. Redbank
is opposite Oxley Island to the southward, and is only about five or
six miles from the southern entrance. ‘I'here is much land of the
first quality in this vicinity, as well as on all the islands, for there
are others, besides those I have mentioned, higher up. Mr, Atkin-
son's estate of 15,000 acres, formerly the property of Hart Davies,
Esq., MLP., is on the northern channel, opposite Oxley’s Island. It
is called by its pative name, Cundle Cundle. Mr. A. has already
formed a small agricultural settlement upon it, like that of Red-
bank, and has had the estate surveyed and laid off recently in small
farms. There is all the difference in the world, however, between
the condition of small farmers, settled on their own lind, like the
people at Redbank, and a mere tenantry such as Mr. Atkinson
proposes to form. And it is one of the most gratifying circum-
stances imaginable in the case of the Manning district, that there is
still a large extent of land of the first quality on that river in the
bands of the Government, which is at present in the course of
settlement Ly small proprietors from other parts of the colony,
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chicfly from Humter's River. Mr. Gibson, of R"'“m“k_‘ felicitated
Bimself not a i & on the
eireumstance of being no longer a tenant ; which, hl"“t'\'t‘r: he hadt
been for six years after his arrival in the (‘f_'!".“.“ at Innter's “!\'_er.
If a man cannot say of this country, * This is my own, my native
land ;" let Lim at least be able to say of a few nrres‘c:f the best of
it less or more, * This is my own, my purchased land.” T hieard of
not fewer than ninetcen families of this elass that were expeeted to
settle at the Manning after harvest. A large proportion O these
families, as well as of the present population of the district generally,
consists of emigrants from Scotland and the north of Ireland. In
short, there are few districts in the colony of which the population
promises to be of so peculiarly healthy a character—TI mean socially,
politically, and morally —as that of the Manning River.

“ Arrived at Tahree, formerly the property of W. Wynter, Esq,
R.X., now that of his son-in-law, — Flett, Esq., about two r.u.,
and after dining with Mr. Wynter and his family, delivered a lec-
ture or address on cotton eultivation in a neat schoolhouse recently
erected in the vieinity of Mr. Wynter's rvesidence. The notice
had been very short, and the Redbank people were absent for the
reason I have mentioned, but the attendance was very fair notwith-
standing,

“The estate of Tahree, consisting of 2,560 acves, or four square
miles, forms a peninsula, bounded on three sides by the river. It
consists almost exclusively of alluvial land of the first quality, thickly
wooded. Alr. Wynter's house is on a natural terrace towards the
isthmus, and the view from it over the cleared land, the noble river,
and the dense forest slowly disappearing under the axe of civiliza.
tion, is decidedly one of the finest in these colonies. In the lower
part of its course, the river is generally from a quarter to half-a-mile
in width, and the land in the alluvial flats on its banks is of sur-
passing fertility. When I stated, on the authority of Mr. Bucknell,
nf. Newtown, that four acres in cotton, at the rate of produce he had

himself realized, would be sufficient to maintain an industrious
family, Mr. Flett told me that he had himself calculated that two
dcres of fooded land on the Manning would be sufficient for the
mamtenanee of a fomily — that he had himself seen the produce of
Maize o the river actually measured at the rate of 100 bushels an
?0::;;_‘*:1]1:: mu;?m could be reaped in the yeor — and that any

of food for man, and for pigs and poultry conld

::ml'ﬁlmcll even on that small extent of ground by an industrious
ily. If the cultivation of cotton should become general, as 1
am confident it will, o single establish at some 1 .poillt
T ¢

little, in conversing with me on the snl

-,
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like: Talvee, wonld be suflicient for eleaning and fitting for the
market the produce of the whole district, by means of a small
steamer to run to and fro on the river, There is no doubt whatever
that, with its vast natural resources, the Maoning will, at no dis-
fant period, be one of the wealthiest districts of the colony, and
form the scat of a dense population,

“The Government has heen strangely neglectful of this distriet.
It has no post-offiee, and letters directed to the Manning are at
present forwarded to Port Maequarie, more than eighty miles
farther, where they may lic for wecks or even months, A weekly
post from Stroud could be kept up at a comparatively small ex-
pense, and would prove of inealeuluble benefit to the distriet.”
Whether it has even a single constable or not as yet, T did not
learn.

“ Tuesday, Nov. 19.— Mr. Flett, who is a native of Caithness, in
Seotland, and who has a fine, healthy Australian family growing up
around him, walked with me in the morning across the isthmus to
where Mr. Andrews was to meet me with a boat on the opposite
side of the peninsula. Mr. Flett also very handsomely promised
accommodation in a vacant cottage on his estate for the minister
and his family whom I had arranged to send up to the distriet. The
situation is pecaliarly eligible for such a purpose, from its heing
central, both for the Upper and for the Lower Manning., 1 was
much gratified at having succeeded in this minor arrangement. On
crossing the river we ascended what is called a creek, bat must
unquestionably bave been the river itself at some earlier period ;
a peninsula of alluvial land, which it forms with the river, baving
evidently been an island, and been united with the mainland by
what brother Jonathan calls @ raft of fallen timber blocking up
one of the channels in a time of flood.  One of the distinguishing
features of the Manning is the number of creeks or rivulets flow-
ing intoit; on most of which, as on Dingo, Bobo, and Burrell
Creeks, there is a greater or less extent of alluvial Jand fit for
settlement,

* Rode up with Mr, Andrews, and Mr, M‘Lean to Mr, Andrews’
house, eighteen miles, arriving about noon.  Then, after halting for
an hour, mounted my own horse again and resumed the road or
rather beaten path to Gloucester, Mr. Andrews giving me a further
convoy of a few miles. Towards evening, when I had done nearly
forty miles, and was getting rather tived, and riding with a slack

* There is a direct postal communication with Sydoey now,
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rein, I was suddenly aroused from a reverie into which T had fallep
at the moment by the fall of my horse. He had been trotting
gently down a very slight declivity, and I was (.‘hrown with some vig.
Jence over his head on the road, but providentially escaped a second
time almost unhurt. The sun was slowly descending behind the
Buceans as I reached Gloucester, rather stiff, and a little lame from
my fall. n

“ Wednesday, Nov. 20, — Left Gloucester at eight A, stopped
nearly an hour at the cottage of a Scotch family in the service of
the Company by the way, and reached Stroud at two p.ar., after a
ride of thirty miles. Had given notice the previous Thursday that
I should return to Stroud this day and perform divine service at
four .M. in the court-house, which had been granted for the purpose,
there being a considerable number of Scoteh families in the vieinity
either as tenants or servants of the Company. Preached accord-
ingly at the hour appointed, the attendance being considerably
better than I anticipated, one family having come in ten miles.
Whatever part of the colony I happen to visit, I always find fami-
lies or individuals who bave either been members of my own con-
gregation in Sydney perhaps for years together, or who have come
out to the colony through my instrumentality ; and from such
persons, especially when comfortably settled in the world, as is ge-
nerally the case, 1 always experience a cordial reception. Evena
vote of censure and condemnation passed upon me by the famous
thirteen, or DEIL'S DOZEN, of the Legislative Council, has no effect
upon such people —and I found some of them here.

“ Very hospitably entertained by Dr. Douglas, a genuine Scot,
and Mr. Corlette, of the Company's service, at Stroud, Visited a
Scotch family after service, about two miles from Stroud, where a
young woman, a daughter of the family, was reported to be dying.
There are several Scotch families, tenants of the Company, in the
neighbourhood, very comfortably settled. They are mostly from the
Highlands of Scotland.

* Thursday, Nov. 21. — Rode to Booral, seven miles, and rested
20 hour or two (for the day was excessively hot), at Mr. Renwick’s,
a tenant of the Company, occupying a tract of alluyial land on the

fKmm.ari\-er. There are three or four Scoteh families very com-
artably seitled here, the Company being excellent landlords, Mr-

is a thorough-bred farmer from the south of Scotland.

One of his sons hagd returned from iforni

] Calife v
m;ﬂmg been very fortunate. SR
: ranciseo, when the first was on th }
et heu 1 n the eve of returning to the
colony.  He had just time 1o see them fitted out and start off for

Other two had just arvived at
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the mines. [ was sorry, however, to learn, on my arrival at New-
eastle, that the two younger brothers had both returned again to
the colony, having lost their health at the “digzings.” However
ealamitous it may be to individuals, it is surely well for these cala-
nies that this California mania shonld receive a check even in this
way. Mr. Renwick's elder son and other two young men who had
accompanied him had cleared 100L each at the end of the third
week after their arrival at San Francisco, in the capacity of dray-
men employed in unloading vessels.  They had done well, but not
quite so well as this, at the mines, and they had enjoyed perfect
health during the whole period of their stay in California. The
two younger brothers, I was informed, had returned in a worse
plight than they left the colony in, with loss of time, of passage
money to and fro, and even of health.

*“ Left Mr. Renwick’s at one o'elock. The day was excessively hot,
and I felt the next twenty miles the most fatiguing part of my
journey. Arrived at Mr. Caswell’s, at Ballycarry, where I again
experienced a very hospitable reception, towards five, p.ar.

* Friday, 22nd Nov.— Rode down to Raymond Terrace, ten
miles, with Mr. Caswell, early in the morning. Got into the “ Thistle™
steamer, as she passed, and arrived at Sydney, after a pleasant
voyage, at seven, PO

“I had thus, during the sixteen days of my absence — besides the
voyages, of about 100 miles each, to and from Hunter’s River—
ridden 400 miles, chiefly under the hot sun ; preached six times;
lectured or delivered addresses six times; been thrice drenched
with rain, and twice thrown from my horse. The object of my tour
was chiefly elerical, to aseertain the spiritual condition of certain
districts, and to make arrangements for the settlement of ministers
in the interior; and in this respect it was quite successful. The
lectures were intended merely to do a little good, of a different
kind, by the way.”

I made a similar journey in the month of March, 1851,
to another part of this extensive district, of which I also
published a few Rough Notes at the time, in another
colonial journal; and as observations made on the spot
are likely to be of more value to intending emigrants
than mere general deductions, I shall make no apology
for inserting them here.

VOL. 11, L
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« ROUGH NOTES OF A VISIT TO DUNGOG ON WiL.
LIAM'S RIVER.

* Having had occasion to visit the beautifully picturesque village
of Strond, which forms the head-quarters of the Australian Agri-
caltaral Company’s establiglment, on my way overland to and from
the Manning River, in the month of November last, T had deter-
mined to embrace the first opportunity that might offer of eseaping
for a few days from the dust and other annoyances of Sydney, to
visit the settlement of Dungog, Willinm's River, which is only about
sixteen miles distant from Stroud ; as it appeaved to me that the two
localities, (of which 1 was only acquainted with the former by
report,) presented a sofficiently extensive and peculiarly eligible
field for the settlement of a Preshyterian minister. I accordingly
left Sydney by the steamer “Thistle™ on the evening of Monday, the
17th ;lf Mareh, and reached Dunmore, Patterson’s River, the resi-
dence of my brother, early on the following day. Before the intro-
dnetion of steam navigation into this colony, by the late Captain
Diddulph, R.N., in the year 1831, the usual mode of travelling to
the Hunter's River district was on horseback over the moun-
tains, and the journey usually occupied three full days; the
expenses of man and horse, ot the inns and public-houses by the
way, being generally considerably more than the entire fare, with
the cost of refreshments included, by the steamboat. In short,
steam navigation has been the making of Hunter’s River, and it
is, doubtless, destined to render the same service to a whole series of
other rivers of a similar description along the coast to the northward.
“Tor the first fifteen or twenty miles by water from the mouth
of the river, the land on either side is generally low, swampy, and
sterile, though for the most part thickly covered with timber; but
higher up, and along the-banks of the two tributary sireams, the
soil for a considerable distance from the banks is entively ulluvial,
and of the highest fertility, and the scenery from the water ex-
ceedingly beautiful. Let the reader figure to himself a noble river,
as wide os the Thames in the lower part of its course, winding
slowly towards the ocean, among forests that have never felt the
stroke of the axe, or seen any human face till lately but that of the
wandering barbarian.  On either bank, the lofty gum-tree or
eucalyptus shoots up its white naked stem to the height of 150 feet
from the rich alluvial soil, while underwood of most luxuriant
Eromth completely covers the ground; and numerous wild vines,
e Qowering shrubs and parasitieal plants of the alluvial land are
idiseriminately called by the settlers, dip their long branches
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eovered with white flowers into the very water. The voice of the
lark, or the linnet, or the nightingale, is, doubtless, never heard
1 the banks of the Tlunter; for New South Wales is strangely
deficient in the music of the groves : but the cye is gratified instead
of the car; for floeks of white or black cockatoos, with their
yellow or red crests, oecasionally flit across from bank to bank;
and innumerable chirping parroquets, of most superh and incon-
ceivably variegated plumage, are ever and anon hopping about
from branch (o branch, 1 bave been told, indeed, that there is
nothing like interesting natural seenery in New South Wales : my
own experience and observation epable me flatly to contradict the
assertion.  There are doubtless numerous places thronghout the
territory uninteresting enough, as the reader may conceive must
necessarily be the ease in situations where the prospect of a sottler’s
cleared land is bounded on every side by lofty and branchless trees:
but in many parts of the territory, both to the northward and the
southward of Sydney, both beyond the Blue Mountains to the west-
ward, and for many miles along the Hawkesbury and Nepean
Rivers that wash their eastern base, I have seen natural scenery

combining every variety of the beautiful, the pieturesque, the wild,
and the sublime, and equalling any thing I bad ever seen in Scot-

land, England, Ireland, or Wales.

“ The following pastoral, by an Australian poet, will show that
there is something to captivate the admirer of nature in the woods
and wilds of Australia, and will also afford the reader some idea of
the rural scenery on the banks of Hunter's River and its tributary
streams:—

‘ODE.TO YIMMANG WATER.*

“On Yimmang’s banks I love to stray
And charm the vacant hour away,
At emrly dawn or sultry noon,
Or latest evening, when the moon
Looks downward, like a peasant’s daughter,
To view her charms in the still water.
There would I walk at early morn
Along the rauks of Indian eorn,
Whose dew-bespangled tossels shine
Like diamonds from Golconda’s mine,

* Yimmang is the aboriginal name of Patterson's River, one of the
prineipal tributaries of the Hunter.
L2
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While numerons cobs ontbursting yield
Fair promise of a harvest-ficld.

There would I muse on Nature's book,
By deep lagoon or shady brook,

When the bight sun aseends on high,
Nor sees o elond in all the sky ;

And hot December’s sultry breeze
Searce moves the leaves of yonder trees.

Then from the forest’s thickest shade,
Seared at the sound my steps had made.
The ever-graceful kangaroo
Wonlkl bound, and often stop to view,
And look as if he meant to sean
The traits of European man.

There wonld I sit in the cool shade

By some tall cedar’s branches made,
Around whose stem full many a vine
And kurryjong® their tendrils twine ;
While beauteous birds of every hue —
Parrot, macaw, and eockatoo —
Straining their imitative throats,
And chirping all their tuneless notes,
And flattering still from tree to tree,
Right gladly hold corrobory. t

Meanwhile, perch’d on a branch hard by

With head askance and visage sly,
Some old Blue-Mountain parrot chatters
About his own domestic matters :

As how he built his nest of hay,

And finish'd it en Christmas-day,

High on a tree in yonder glen,

Far from the haunts of prying men :

Or how madame has been confin'd

Of twins — the prettiest of their kind—

X l'l‘!:c kurryjong is a tree or shrab abounding in alluvial land,
the inner bark of which is used by the natives for the manufacture
of : ::?rl. of curzl, or twine, of which they make nets, bags, &e.

- m:ﬁ‘lﬁry w. an aboriginal word, and signifies a aoisy assemblage

2 meeting'z;‘ml;i“ 1salso used oceasionally in the colony to designate

ted Jriite people, provided their proecedings are not con-
#h the requisite propriety and decorum.

e
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How one’s the pieture of himself —

A little green blue-headed elf—

While Cother little ehirping fillow

Is like wamma, bestrealdl with yellow :
Or how poor uncle Poll was kill'd

When eating corn in yonder field ;

Thunder and lightning ! — down he dutter'd —

And not a syllable he utter'd,

But flapp’d his wings, and gasp'd, and died,

While the blood flow'd from cither side !

As for himself, some tiny thing

Struek lim so hord, it hroke his wing,

So that he searce had strength to walk off;

It served him a whole month to talk of 1*
Thus by thy beauteous banks, pure stream !

I love to muse alone and dream,

At early dawn or sultry noon,

Or underneath the midnight moon,

Of days when all the land shall be

All peaceful and all pure like thee)

“ My brother, Mr. A. Lang, J. P., of Dunmore, being absent
attending the comrt at Maitland when I reached his place, I paid a
visit to his prineipal vine-dresser. my old friend Mr. George Schmid,
a Wiirtemborzer, from the neighbourhood of Stutgardt, —a highly
favourable specimen of the elass to which he belongs, the indus-
trious, virtuous, and thoroughly Protestant peasantry of the south of
Germany. 1 am sure my brother would never have had a vineyard
hut for this most valuable man.  ITe had come out entively at his
own expense, and had brought a wife with him from Germany; buc
she took ill and died a few years after his arrival in the colony, and
he has since replaced her with a native of the Highlands of Scot-
land, who fortunately cannot reproach him with bis imperfect
acquaintance with English, as it is evidently still a foreign tongue
to both. German and Gaclic form rather a singular, but still a very
ancient and venerable conjunction ; for Ariovistus the German, and
the ancient Gauls of France, must have held their pavleys in these

* Parrots and cockatoos (the latter especially) are very destruc-
tive to the growing corn, and are sometimes shot by the settler or
his servants in flagrante delicte. Of course the Australian parrot
capnot be supposed to understand the mystery of fire-arms yet so
well as a European bird.

L3
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two ancient tongues on the banks of the Rhine, many centiyies
before the English language was ever spoken by man — hefore
either Parlez vous or How d'ye do? was heard on ecither side of (le

British Channel.

“Mr, Lang's vineyard, whieh eomprises abont cight acves, all care-
full_\’ trenched before the vines were ]ﬂmltul. 15 situated in the rich
alluvial deposit on the banks of the Patterson River. In the year
1837, T observed a whole sevies of vineyards in a somewhat similay
sitnation on the Rhine, in the Grand Duchy of Nassau j and [ was
rather surprised at the time to find the vine eunltivated in such a soil
and situation, as T had been given to understand that it preferved a
light sandy or gravelly soil on the slopes of hills, like those of the
Johannisberg, Hochheimer, and Rudesheimer viney along the
course of that elassical stream. But Mr, Schmid assures me that
the locality was well and judiciously chosen, as indeed it must have
been when he was satisfied with it. The hills in the County of
Durham are generally of trap formation, and their debris, which
forms the alluvial land on the banks of the Patterson and William's
Rivers, must be a good soil for vines. I suspeet, however, that the
vine in such situations will be more remarkable for the quantity
than for the quality of its produce.

*The vineyard at Dunmore is divided into compartments hy walks
crossing each other at right angles; and in the centre, where the
two principal walks cross each other in a natwral hollow, there
is a draw-well with a cover, over which Mr. Schmnid has erected
what the Germans call a lust-huus or pleaswre-house. Tt is a
circular erection, formed of trellis-work, and is already almost
covered with vines, which form a most agrecable shade from the
hot summer sun of this scorching climate.

“1 was quite astounded at the items of information I picked up
from Mr. Schmid and my brother, respecting the produce of this
vineyard. Mr. Lang told me that last year he had sold, from a
single acre of vines, of the Black Hamburgh variety, thirty pounds’
worth of grapes, and had had seventeen hundred gallons of wine
from it besides, The grapes are sold by wholesale on the

spot at the rate of three half-pence per pound, 120 Ibs. being
:?:a‘:z::dltze%?vm-u; Th:i:y are removefl in cm'!—.londs by the pur-
iy eigh'm e 0: :;:t::\li:z li' for the let]and fruit market, From

ey aatalidie o :rt?l of .vmr:s, Mr. L. told me that there

3 2 Ui present year, twelve pounds’ worth
of grapes, that is at the rate of o6l ¢! Blr. Schmi
acknowledged that he bad e . an acre! Mx: Schmid, who

mean to the acre, showed me : deen sm_zh Pmd“c‘.’ AL stman; il

y single vine of which he had just
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lied the praduee, after having unloaded it of its burden, Tt

weighed 44 Ihs,; whiel, at the wholes

le rate of three half-pence
@ poumd, would amonnt to Ss. 6d. for the produce of a single
plant! In short the agrieultural capabilities of this country are
cat beyond all ealenlation, and squatting is evidently destined, at
no distant period, to he faivly eclipsed by agrienlture. At all events
the idea that an aere of vines might yet be found as profitable as a
thousand sheep, is no absurdity.

“This is the season of the vintage, and [ found Mr. Schmid,

when T reached his cottage, engaged in distilling brandy from the
refuse of the grapes, after they had been subjected to the action of
the wine press. Itis elear and colourless like Ilighland whiskey,
though rather fiery.

1 had some writing to do for the Swdney murket before stavting for
Dungog, and had reserved it for the evening ; but after walking about
under the hot sun all day, as a sequel to a night in the steamer, I

found it was useless to attempt it. So I got up next morning at
four, and lighting my candle, finished it off in time for an early break
fast; after which I mounted my horse for what proved to be rather
a longer day's journey than T anticipated. My brother accompanied
me on horseback as far as the wooden bridge aeross Tokell Creek
The country in this neighbourhood is hoth rieh and beautiful, being
finely diversified with hill and dale, and presenting a large extent of
cleaved land of the first quality for eultivation.

“The esiate of Tokell, formerly the property of the late J. P.
Webber, Esq., J. P, one of our c¢arliest Hunter's River colonists,
now belongs to Felix Wilson, Esq., of New Town. The mansion
house is a fine building, quite in the style of a country gentleman’s
residence in England, and is beautitully situated on a rising ground,
with two fine reaches of Patterson’s River in view, A mile or two
from Tokell, we met a respectable old man driving a chaise cart toward
Maitland, who, I learned, as he passed, was a working gardener, who
rents the garden at Tokell from Mr. Wilson, for which he pays
30l a year, There is no doubt that an industrions family will be
able to make out a very comfortable living in such a situation, and
it is gratifying to find that as the vast resources of the country are
gradually developing, such families are establishing themsclves in
comfort and comparative independence in all suitable localities.
There is 2 boundless field for them in this rich agriculiural distriee,

«The bridge across Tokell Creek is a very creditable stracture,
It was erected, I .believe, by the District Couneil, and cost little
more than 3007, and no fuss about it. It is a substantial wooden
structure, and may stand perhaps twenty years. A bridge of a

L+
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similar deseription, a little stronger and wider, over Wallis Creck
near Maitland, might have scrved the publie for many years to
come, and might have been erected, under the superintendence of
the local authoritics at a comparatively small amount ; but from
some reason which I did not enquire into, the Distriet Council,
probably feeling itself snubbed in a certain quarter, threw up the
matter in disgust, and the Government—the omnipresent Government
—has accordingly sent down a Superintendent of Bridges, forsooth,
(whose salary and expenses will absorh no inconsiderable portion of
the whole available fands) to be quartered upon the district till this
Government work is finished. But this is only a specimen of the
intolerable system of eentralization to which this colony has been so
long subjected, and of which the fruits have been so bitter and so

lamitous to the ity. The Local Government, or in other
words, the Colonial Secretary (for the phrases are now pretty nearly
synonymous) virtually says to gentlemen in the interior, however
intelligent and however deeply interested in any matter of common
concernment, like the one in question—° Gentlemen, yon have
heads, and so has a pin ; but we have a head here for which the
pablic have to pay 50001 a year, and which has therefore a right to
think and decide for you all. Get about your business, therefore ;
we will do it all for you.”

* A case of a somewhat similar kind, and one of peculiar aggra-
vation, has just been brought under my notice from a different part
of the country. A bridge was to be erected over the Yass River,
and a committee of gentlemen on the spot was appointed to get the
work accomplished. A builder of the name of Gunning tendered
for it, and his tender being accepted, he had carried it half way to
completion ; borrowing money as he eould upon the head of it, till
he should be entitled to draw what he had given value for. In this
stage of the transaction somebody feels dissatisfied with the work,
or has views of his own to promote in a different quarter, and sends
a secret complaint to the Government, forsooth; and the Govern-
ment send up a surveyor all the way to Yass*, who tears down a
portion of the building with a crow bar, and makes a report to the
Government and then leaves the locality; the committee, in the
inean time, who are merely acting on behalf of Her Majesty, coolly
telling the contractor that the i ashed thei sl
W e -contt G 3'.“ lv: w their hands of the

the spot, and has. to come mt ;sc a copy of lh.e report on
ydney to beg for it through a

- - A
A houdred gud cighty miles from Sydney.
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solicitor from the Government, by whom it is of course refused!
In the mean time, the poor man is utterly ruined. I have no wish
o express any opinion upon the character of this man’s work ; but
I maintain, that the system under which such acts of atrocious
injustice as the one of which he has evidently been the vietim are
perpetrated, onght to be got rid of, as an intolerable nuisance, as
speedily as possible,

“1 had scarcely erossed Tokell Bridge when it began to rain
heavily, the rain being mingled with hail, and [ was completely
drenched before I reached the town of Patterson, My brother,
who had in the meantime returned in the opposite direction, got
only a few drops of this rain, and I observed that it had not
extended more than a mile or two beyond Patterson. The conform-
ation of the country probubly accounts for this peculiarity, Patter-
son being surrounded by ranges of hills of very considerable
elevation,

“The town of Patterson is very picturesquely sitnated, but it ought
certainly to have been a mile or so higher up the river at the head
of the navigation. The loss which the distriet will sustain in all
future time from this inexcusable blunder, on the part of the Local
Government of the time, is quite incaleulable. Precisely the same
thing was done here as at Maitland ; there being highly eligible sites
for ecommercial towns in both localities at the head of the naviga-
tion ; but the land in both cases was in private hands when the
towns were projected—at Morpeth in those of E. Close, Esq., for-
merly M. C., and at the Old Wharf, on the Patterson, in those of an
officer’s widow, Mrs. Ward, whose present name I do not reeollect,

It was natural for these pardes, on finding that they had gat posses-
sion of eligible tracts of land, to stand out for a good price when
they understood that the Government, which ought never to have
alienated such land except for towns, wished to buy it baek ; and it
was folly in the extreme for the G
price they asked, even had it been ten times more than it was.  But
the Government refused, in both cases, the reasenable prices which
were asked for the only proper sites in both locs and the coni-
munity will have to sutfer for that folly in all time com

« Patterson’s River is not only a superior grain-growing country ;
it is equally famous for its vines and tobaceo. Mr. Park, an exten-
sive proprietor on the upper part of the river, and a nephew of the
great Afvican traveller, has a vineyn_nl of not less than
and the produce of tobaceo in the distriet is very consi
was sorry to find, however, that the cultivation of the
yet been by no means favourable to the morals of the district, A
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large portion of the labonring population of this .coumry is s0 hope-
lossly addieted to intemperanee, that the temptation of cheap wine,
which they purchase in bucketfuls from the growers, is irresistible ;
and continnal poverty and extensive ruin are the Inmcntullsle result.

1t appears to me that the rapidly extending cultivation of the
vine in this colony, is likely to lead, at no distant period, to some
organic change in our entire Custom House system. Dupem“ling as
we are in great measure for a revenue at present on the import
duties on wines and spirits, that vevenue will necessarily fall off
greatly as wine and brandy of colopial growth supersede the
foreign article, as they ave sure to do eventually.  What then shall
we have to do by and by? Why, we must greatly curtail the ex-
penditure on the one hand by diminishing salaries, and abolishing
offices and we must endeavonr on the other to get rid of the Custom
House altogether — declaring Sydney a Free Port like Singapore,
and ruising the small revenue we shall require for our cheap
Government by direct taxation.

“The town of Patterson has not advanced as it onght to have done
from the great advantages of its situation, as being near the head of
the navigation of a noble river, and in the midst of a grain-grow-
ing, vine-growing, and tobaceo-growing distriet. This has probably
arisen from another picee of governmental wisdom, which the loca-
lity exhihits; for instead of holding the purchasers of town allot-
ments bound to erect buildings of some kind upon these allotments,
within a limited period, the township fell into the hands of a few
speculators, at the rate of 5. an acre, for which the moderate price
of 75l is now asked, and of course asked for the most part in vain.

In short, the class of persons for whom the establishment of a town
was peculiarly desirable, viz. mechanics of all deseriptions, shop-
keepers, &e., have been virtually prevented from purchasing allotments
in the town, and erecting houscs for themselves. Notwithstanding all
these serious drawbacks, however, Patterson cannot fail, eventually,
from its commanding situation, to be an inland town of very consi-
derable importonce,
“The road to Dungog, on William's River, leads off to the vight a
little way beyond Patterson; but like many others who have been
travelling in the same direction, I took the road to the left, and only
found out my mistake afier 1 had ridden np the Patterson nimne miles
beyond the point at which T ought w0 lave turned off.  The disco-
very of having cighteen miles added to a duy'’s journey of suflicient
lenpth alvendy, has rather o disheartening effeet upon a traveller,

besides deranging his plans; but there wiis no help for it in the
of my way back

present instanee, and [ had just to moke the best
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to the right road, and eommence my journey to Dungog afresh, [
lost other four miles by taking the wrong road a seeond time in a
subsequent part of my route, and it had been quite dark for upwards
of an hour and a half when [ reached Dungog, after a ride of up-
wards of fifty miles, including these two awkward additions.
“Dungog is finely situated for an inland colonial town, and it
camnot fail, at no distant period, to become a place of importanee,
There is much alluvial land of the first quality for eultivation,
within ten or twelve miles of it, both up the river and down ; and
as land of this charaeter is generally found in detached patches, with
a larger or smaller extent of pretty good pasture adjoining it, it is
peculiarly adapted for the settlement of an agricultural population ;
and many reputable families of this class have accordingly settled
within a moderate distance of the town during the last ten years.
“'The country has a hill and dale character, which pleases the
eye, and the Dungog mountsin is of considerable elevation, while
its sides afford good pasture in most seasons.
* Much of the available land in the distriet of Dungog is still in
a state of natore, and the rich brushes on the river banks still
abound with cedar of superior quality. C. L. Browa, Esq., J.P.,
one of the oldest colonists in the distriet, with whom I had long
been acquainted, and whose hospitality I experienced during my
short stay, rode ont with me to one of these brushes on his estate,
to see the process of cedav-cutting, and in particular, to see o
vemarkable tree of that description, the largest Mr. B. had ever
seen. It was 9 feet in diameter, where it had been cut through
with the cross-cut saw, and 29 feet in cirenumference at the ground.
It was perfectly sound throughont, and was estimated to yield
30,000 feet of timber, My, Brown sells the timber to a contractor
at 14 per thousand feet, payable on the spot. The big tree was
therefore worth not less than 30L The gvound on which this
noble tree grew had been bought by Mr. B. from the Government
at 55 an acre *, and several sections, or square miles, which he had
purchased on the same terms, had been entirely paid for from the
cedar growing on the land at the time of the purehas
#The cedar trade gives employment to a considerable number
of sawyers, who are principally old hands, and whe, I am sorry to
add, are by no means patterns of virtue, either in regard (o tem-
perance, or to anything else at all ereditable to the individual. On

# From fifteen to twenty years ago, when the minimum price was
5s. an acre.
L6
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the contrary, they too frequently spend the high wages they carn
in scenes of heastly intemperance — setting all the decencies aud pro-
pricties of civilised life at defiance. T rvode up with Mr. Brown 1o
the miscrable hark-hut in the bush where a pair of SAWyers and
their families were domiciled, One of them was an old hand, a
relict of the olden times of the colony, who, T understeod, haq
exhibited in his whole character and conduct a perfect disregard of
everything veputable and virtuons. His mate, who, I was sorry to
find, had been following his bad example, although but a recently
arrived free immigrant from England, was a remarkably good-
looking young man. T was surprised to find that both he and his
wife, a tidy little English woman, recognised me as an old acquaint-
ance, having both been present at a lecture 1 delivered on the capa-
bilities of the colony as a field for emigration, in the town of
Leeds, in England. Tt was one of the largest meetings T had ad-
dressed on the subject in England, and was most enthusiastic. The
young man had been a clothworker at home, and his father, who
had died young, and left his affairs in questionable hands, had had
a cloth-factory of his own. He had taken up his present occupa-
|ion‘at his own hond, allured by the high wages which it offered ;
but it was evident he had been going fast down hill, from the bad
company into which he had fallen. T asked his wife wheiher I
had 10l any stories about the colony at Leeds? She acknowledaed
1?;“ I had not, but observed that it was a much rougher soncof
life they were leading than she had anticipated. H:]rl her that
|!|at was entirely their own fault ; for even in their present occupa-
tion they might easily make themselves very comfortable if llap:'
chose, especially with the high wages they were earnine. But:l'
they spent their money in drunkenness, as the husbunduﬂckn
ledged they had been doing, what eould they expeet but i
::d' ruin?  Mr. Brown and [ gave the two sawyers a joint :::;::{
emperance and the other Christian virtues ; the old hand pro-

fessed to be very penitent, and bo i
e g, " th promised, at least, to reform

old life-guardsman

of W
at M.nlmmdn. about n‘-ﬁﬂ?ﬂ- oo,
from a brother of the late

: £0g, had rented a farm
Upper Willians River, A Hindays

t 1, Esq, M.C., on the
Finding o quantity of cedar op ’the land,

e
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e offered Mr, W, 50/, for the standing timber, which of course was
gladly accepted ; hut, at the time of my visit, cedar to the value of
000 bl been sold off this very land by the tenant, and he bad
stll an equal quantity to sell,

“The town of Dungog has a population of about 300; it has a
steam flour-mill, a tobaceo-factory, one or two good inns, an epis-
copal chureh nearly finished, a national school, and a eourt house,
—a very creditable building indecd.

“There is a clergyman of the Church of England, the Rev. Mr.
Thoms, who has been recently settled in Dungog, and who, I was
happy to learn, is generally and deservedly popular in the district.
At the suggestion of certain of the inhabitants, I caused it to be
announced that I should preach in the court house, which had
been granted for the purpose by Mr. Brown, in the evening of the
day 1 spent in the district ; and small as the village is, and short as
was the notice given, | was gratified to find a congregation of about
100 persons assembled for divine service. It was a very favourable
indieation indeed of the character of the place.

* Mr. Brown’s house, called Cairnmore, from a mountain in Gal-
loway in Scotland, is beautifully situated on the face of a hill about
lalf a mile from the village. DMr. B.'s estate, comprising much
brush land of the first quality for cultivation, is 6,000 acres in
extent. The district of Dungog, like that of the Patterson, is ad-
mirably adapted for the vine and for tobaecco, as well as for the
growth of maize; and that the cotton plant will succeed equally
well in both, 1 had oeular demonstration, In short, there is every
reason to believe, that Dungog will soon become an important in-
land town, and that the surrounding district will ere long be the
seat of a numerous, industrious, and virtuous agricultural population.

“1 left Dungog on Friday, 21st March, after first crossing the
river to dispense the ordinance of baptism at the residence of a
reputable Scoteh family, long settled in the district.  The course of
the river is very cirenitous, and as there are generally considerable
patches of alluvial land on one or other of its banks, there are
many small farms of a thriving appearance along its course. About
four miles below Dungog, on the road to Clarence Town, I turned
aside to the left to sce the farm of the Messrs. Baxter, two respect-
able unmarvied Scotehmen, from the neighbourhood of Glasgow,
who, I had been told, were the best practical farmers in the distriet.
They merely vent 40 acres of alluvial land, of the first quality,
from the Messrs. Hooke, extensive proprietors of land and stock
on William’s River; of which 30 acres are cleared and in cultiva-
tion, theiv present vental being only 6/ a year, DMessis, Baxter's
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farm i:or:ms a peninsula, being nearly surrounded by the river;
the soil is of surpassing fertility, showing 12 fect tls:ep of the ri' :ﬂd
Fnou]d. I did not ascertain what extent of ground they hnachﬂt
in wheat, or what had been the rate of produce; but the mn.:ul
cmp-T.lhc- second crop or stubble corn, after the wheat ero o
had yielded 80 bushels to the acre, They had two and a half np 5
of tabaceo, the produee of which, amounting to two tons, they ;Wf
con‘tractn:-rl to sell to Mr. Pitt, a manufactarer of the ariic‘le in)“'m:
Mallhfnd, at 53d. per Ib. Now this is surely as remuneratin 0:
squatting, and it shows what is to be expeeted from the suigl i:
ext_ensn-e tracts of this country, under a Jjudicious system of culti-
vation. But the great difficulty here, as elsewhere, is the want of
labour. The Messrs. Baxter had had two labonrers — free immi-
grants, hl:nught out in one of the Government ships* —but they had
l{een obliged to get 1id of them before they had been mom)thun
six months with them, as they were persons of such a charneter
that they conld not consider their lives safe, solong as they remained
on the farm.  Mr. Baxter added that if they coulbd. ouly get two or
three such labourers as the farm servants of the west nfg.[‘Scol[ d
they could easily clear 500/, a-year off their farm o
“‘Bul what I felt the greatest interest in seemg on Messrs, B
ter’s farm was, a small plat of cotton —about a quarter of an a:;:;
Ri\g:‘:o tr’:ogl s;ed ll;rocuml. through A, Warren, Esq., William's
e fm : r : t:;a dson, Es‘q., M. C It had been planted in rows,
¥ ;*::rnh-e 1: ::u;}a::t:xzzer?w&gth Carolina ; but it wil]
the alluvial Jand of this country. Tt hng:'l ('(:[: i
sround at Messrs. Baxter's, and the plants wef:eectr:c::::}r ':1!;:; ::s

was in blossom ; ather plants had

t apart in

Prospect of remuneratip
At g employment for an A
'-IU: :ﬂlhm branch of cultivation on these r'n'ersEm“lmn11 Peruine
oA i 1 X -
Ba”‘m‘“—‘ucg:iozfe‘\iil':i:;'mﬂes through the bush, from Messrs
vati . Y Betling a pecp at the river o
on farms along jig conrse —J re::clmd é];:‘:eur:(! alithe enlti-
¢ Lown., What

the Population
of Clarence T
wn g
but was told 1y it was much infe:]::r bet I could not ascertain,

to Duugog, which, as I have
* They were Tegular Tippe

£ bo;
T By the census of 1851, it:u;:eamy:: be 193
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already observed, conld boast of only 300 imhabitants. Bishop
Tyrrell, from Newcastle, had been in the place some time before,

and when asking where the town was, was told he was then in the

middle of it. [ could readily believe the story, for I confess there
is very little to be seen but trees.

“Clarence Town is beautifully situated, with a broad river in
front, a natural terrace runming along its right baunk, and a fine
range of hills presenting a bold outline on the opposite side. It is
not quite at the head of the navigation, but it occupies the point
where the road to Dungog strikes the river. Mr. Lowe, the ship-
builder, had a vessel on the stocks at his building-yard close to the
township.

“ As a heavy thunder shower, which was followed by a gentle
vain for an hour and a half, came on just as I bad reached the inn
at Clarenee Town, I had only about an hour and a half of daylight
remaining when I started for the Patterson, and it soon got quite
dark. ‘The valleys of the Patterson and William’s Rivers are
separated from each other by a dividing range of very consider-
able elevation, which terminates on William’s River at Porphyry
Point. On the road from Patterson to Dungog, this range is called

the Wallaroba Hill. On the road from Clarence Town to the Pat-
terson, it is called the Hungry Hill. I had never travelled the
road before ; but preswming that my horse had done so, I left the
matter pretty much in his hands. There had been an extensive
fire on the mountain, which had quite obliterated the track in some
places, and I could not help admiring the sagacity of the animal in
finding it again repeatedly when we had lost it, although we did
differ in opinion occasionally as to the proper route. It was nine
o'clock when I reached n shoemaker’s hut in the valley of the
Patterson, who proposed that I should give an apprentice boy he
had a shilling to mount a horse of his and guide me by the nume-
rous slip-rails to the punt. To this arrangement I gladly assented,
and I found my guide an intelligent boy, the son of oue of the
free immigrants from Franee, who had been sent out to the colony
by the Home Government shortly after the last French Revolu-
tion. Tt was ten o'elock before I reached my brother's, and I
returned to Sydney by the Rose steamer on Saturday evening.”

The squatting districts of Bligh, Liverpool Plains, New
England, and Gwydir, comprising a vast extent ol pas-
toral country to the northward and north-westward, are
all connected with the Hunter’s River district; their pro-
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duce, chiefly wool and tallow, being forwarded for ex-
portation to London principally by way of Maitland.
The district of Liverpool Plains is separated from the
county of Brishane by a range of mountains, called the
Liverpool range, of the ascent of which, as well as of the
physical character of the country generally, a deseription
by the celebrated traveller, Dr. Leichhardt, will be found
in page 195.

Liverpool Plains comprise an area of 16,901 square
miles, and are 921 feet above the level of the sea: the
principal entrance from the eastward is by a pass, dis-
covered by the late Alan Cunningham, Esq., called Pan-
dora’s Pass. The town of Tamworth, on the Peel River,
which is now the centre of an extensive gold field, has
already a population of 254 persons; the Agricultural
Company's Estates of nearly 600,000 acres being in the
immediate neighbourhood.

The squatting district of New England forms a paral-
lelogram of about 130 miles in length, from south to
north, and 100 in breadth, from east to west, comprising
an area of 13,100 square miles, or upwards of eight
millions of acres. It consists of elevated table land,
‘rising gradually for thirty miles from the summit of the
coast range to the westward of Port Macquarie, and then
falling gradually for a similar distance towards the in-
terior ; the more elevated portion of the Plains or Downs
heing considerably upwards of 8000 feet high, while the
surrounding mountains tower upwards Lo 000 feet, and
are frequently covered with snow. The climate is conse-
quently much colder than on the coast. Maize does not
grow, but Cobbett's corn, a small species of maize, called
by the talians cinguantino, from its coming to maturity

i:.; ﬁl‘I‘.y days{;uuceeds well. Wheat has never failed. The
untry s thinly wooded, and well te
i 5 T e y watered by numerous

: Pebbly beds, like mountain streams
:;ustiaot_l?nd._ The soil is generally light, but very pro-
ves and the country, with s rich erops and green

i i
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fields, has quite an English aspect. Armula_le, a:l;l;g
town in New England, has already a population o 3
It is 270 miles from Maitland, and 370 from Sydn:ey.
New LEngland is decidedly a pastoral country.l ::;;:,g.
already 1,905,154 sheep, besides horned cattle ?n( r_cul-,
but a large portion of it is allmira!ﬂy adapted for ag 1u|a-
ture, and it is capable of supporting a numerous {mpd 5
tion. In short, there is probably as much goot:).an )
New England as in the whoele colony of Van Dieman’s

Land.
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