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THE MEANEST HUNTER RIVER
MUORDER ON RECORD. :

A considerable portion of public -
attention was ' attracted to the -dia-
‘bolical murder of an old  Scotch
farmer, Andrew Menzies; by a middle-
aged farmer, William Shea, at Hills-
borough, near Maitland, on 20th De-
cember, 1845. The murder revealed
circumstances and incidents whichin a
romance wonld be deemed extravagant.
It was not.auger, hatred, or revenge
that prompted the foul deed, but deop:
rooted, low, guilty avarice, the avarice
of becoming possessed of Menzies’ few
head -of cattle and few bushels of
wheat, scarcely worth ten pounds alto- .
gether.  For this palfry gain Shea:
imbyied his hands in Mengies’ blood,
and " .displayed  a - wicked, . ‘de-
praved;:. and malignant heart -and
spirit “rogardless of - soeinl -duty,
and bent upon mischief. - Everyone
was amazed ‘st the great ‘cumning
and atrocity of SBhea’s crime, and how
‘ufferly - toadequate. “and  *dispropor-




e country between
Singletorr was  very |
d " that not by, the
class. of pe()ple It!
; ;9 ‘many “eom-
for pads- inhabited by
“f iy naval “and mnhtary veterans
‘and influential -people from Sydney
‘and Hobart, but these evidently were
in & sad’ mmonty It is frue the coun-
try itself was magnifieent, But if there
‘was anything magnificent” in the ma-
jority of the settlers it was that they
had originally been in Government
employ, -and -had . settled down in
the district  after - they  had
gained thelr ~tickets of; leave
| or pardons:  As the landed’ gentry
held immense estates comprising
thousands of acres, it wasthe common
practice to subdivide the estates into
farms andlet them out on cléaringleases.
Between . Grota. and Maitle thiero
was a plaee called Edlsbmongh and |
here Mr;: Beresford Hudson had an
estate of 2000 acres granted to him in
the twenties by Governor Darling.” In
March, 1845, Shea - and = Menzies
enteréd into. partmership in & 27- |
acre farm rented from Mr. Hud-
son  under a “clearing  lease.
They worked together with the utmost
gooﬂwﬂl ‘snd -amity, each..confident
that- in “a few iaré they *would
have eafned ¢ enong amoney to buy al
homestead. - William Shea was a tall,
well-formed, .~healthy, lookmg
man of 30°ye4rs, but t ote- was an
expression in his features ~ which.
bespoke . &, fisvee and . eruel  dis-

ion,, . Fhe_ sun and - frosts: of
30" years had passed over the'
head of his wifs, who had borns him |
several fine “children, some of whom
were Bl ofiough {0 assist in the
housework. : Mrs. Shea was much
attached to her husband and children,
iile aniong “her' neighbours she ac-
quired ‘the” reputation of being a
shrewd ndustrious - Imusemﬁa




sa avweet andqeven ﬁtemgér :
pealed.  strongly to both hea«f an'
ﬁeart At ihe time at which the tragi
- event took place their dwellings nestlec
amid the wildest Tuxuriance of scener
and amid sanny slopes whose sides.
patches of cultivated fields, coniraste:
with the dark foliage of the  oli
woods which the axesof the pioneer:
of civilization had spa.red - Before
their doors the River Hunter mur-
niured pleasantly on its course, the
sound -mingling with' the melodious
notes of the birds and the humming of
bees.. The air was scented witi the
sweet and cheering fragrance ¢~ the
wattle trees, while the charming place
was the sceme of a successful wheat
and maize farm and tobawo planta—
tion.
MYSTERIOUS DIS APPEARAN CE OF
ANDREW MENZIES.
Towards sundown on the 20th De-
cember, 1845, Shea and Menzies
werg employed “planting . tobaceo,
when  they were accosted by ‘Mal.
colm Gillies ' (who lived abf)ut 200
yards from their “huts) as to whéther
they had any mote tobacco plants.
Menzies replied that they would have
some tmore in & raonth “or tWwo. . This
reply somewhat surprised Gillies, as
Shea had some days previously spread
a rumour abroad that Menzies “wgs |
about to leave the. district. Gillies
was not aware at . that time that
Menzies when “‘questioned by ‘his
brother (Edward’ Gillies).as to Shea’s
report had denied the truth of rumgar
by saying: ‘It is -because I soldaw
dray to John Parsons that Shea t
like that, and thinks T am going awa;
Howevax:, ‘at sundown, Gillies hgasd
Shea refuse fo leave off- work, and
,left the two ‘men plantmg tobacth. . -
§ After going into his hut, which was
| 313 yards from . the spot Wheze Shoa
i and ‘Menzies were working, he heard
! the noise of two or three heavy blows]
oming that directmn Nosti




5 -
six weoks the nezgh- !
bOurs talked ﬂze maﬁter gver seriously.

‘s Monzies ,mg torms’ with
them, that he'h ﬁ)ressedany‘
intention” of leaving, and that it would

belmposmbleiorhlmtogoaway rwithout
‘saying “ good-bye” to somé of them,
‘and especially. to his boon companions,
the Gillies's: hn Parsons said he
- susgpcted foul piay, for 10 days before
O -jstiias Menzies sold him his dray
or terms, 308 down.and the balance in
- January, but Menzies never came back
to atk for the' balance. Shea pro-
| tosted . against - their suspicions -and
 declared that Mrs. Parsons had been
11}11formed by ‘an old. t Farrell’s
that Menzies was seen pas 1§
Lamb’s Valley, “and S

‘Orow! Lad - informed him (Shea)
that he met Menzies on his road
' t6 Port ‘Stephens;  Mrs. Parsons re-
pudiated Bhea’s statement, and then
Beresford Hudson refporhed to police
magistrate Edward Denny Day such
facts as were rumoured "bout‘Menzzes
unacaountabile disappé

of having taused

. he pai&ce magis- |

trate took dqm in writing’ ‘» long

rambling statement by Bhea as to]

 what deelings and conversatmns he
b ¥




) enee, Wwas sun‘ounded
" by - her children; and watched the
search party mmously < From' the
hut' the black trackers began their
gork of ,traekmg and suddenly they

a1 10 ¢ . bl Fow around a.
-out of ene of the biggest’
%la - the . forest. - The . Police:
g’istmts zm : the: pe}me Were sum-,

] the ~one “of the!

. X on his finger:
utteringthe words, |

‘whité man’s o ot’L - The blacks |
pmntad out. 4 stiimp hole.9 or 10 foot |
111 diameter, filled up to within: 12-or

13 inches of the lével of the ground,
"with spade marks round the edges of! ’
_it, as if the soil had been dug into the

]1019 The blacks. then pomted to a.

pointing to the.
“hole 'Whltg&man@siody down there.”
‘Believing in o sagacity of the blacks

Police Magistrate hadé‘the earth -




soiled with hlo ad been d
elude detection. " The . clothés on the
body werathe same’ a8 worn by Men- |
zies on the evening he wah’ Hist seen,
and other marks completely established
the “identity of . the gody as. Ménzies’.
Mrs. Shea,- overcome by horror and
. fright at the terrible recital of the dis
covery sho had heard, proclaimed that
her husband was' innocent, and urged
it ‘was a terrible mistake or misunder-
standing for anyone te think her hus-
band would kill. the -kind-hearted
Menzies. . R T :




