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Notes on the Aborigines of New South Wales

BY THE HON. RICHARD HILL, M.L.C.

Wuex the wnter, a native of Sydney, was a vroung fellow, some sixiy years
ago, he remembers perfectly well that the aboriginea used to assemble at
intervals in large numbers, sometimes on very fricndly terms, and atb other
times to secitle, by fizhting, difficnlties arising, sometimes from murder, and
perhaps oftener trom the laking away of a “ pin ™ (woman) by foree, but in
either ease such misdeeds were never allowed to pass without punishment.

Sydney was iooked upon as the eentral pesition, where at most times the
blacks met to settle their grievances, and when a larpe meeting, 300 or 400,
wae to take P]au:cz, regurdless of the cause, whether it was to be a friendly
“corrobores,’” which was a dance and thorough merry-making, or to adjust
differences of a serious character, it was really sucprising how the messages
were set going from one tribe to the other as if by magic, even at long
distances,

The “ Cammsragale” were blacks belonging to the North Shore, and the
distriet “ Cammara,” extended from the northern part of our barbour, say,
from North Head to the Lane Cove River, or Estuary, right away north to
the Hawkesbury, and away enst to the sea-coast. This was a very powerful
tribe, and the were so0 as it was often joined by the Parmmatta, and sometlimes
by the Windsor and Richmond blacks, and although in near proximity to
each other, the language differed a little, yet many wonls were alike, which
enabled them to understand each other pretty well: but it was apparent to
the whites who fook an interest in these meetings that n diffculty in their
language existed, and so with those that came from Liverpool, and the tribes
of which extended down Lo one way along the southern shore of George'’s River
away to Botany Heads, embracing “ Nannun ng,” now “ Botile Forest,”
down along the northern shore of Port ing to the coast, where they
joined the well-known Botany blacks. At the two places they amounted to
i prel_}:y large number, 1 may say fairly that I bave seen hundreds assemble
on * Hyde Park" on more than ane oeccasion, either to corroboree (dance)
or for s man to “stand punishment.” The culprit had to etand alone, about a
hundred yards from the assembled mob, with nothing to defend himself with
but a small picec of wood, sometimes bark (Heillamong) made thin, say,
fram 3 to 4 feet long, and about a foet wide in the centre, where a
waus formed to put the hand in, and from the centre to each end it was
tapered along the sides to a point, and the dexterity with which a man could
defend himself against showers of spears was a marvel to those that witnessed
it at various times, and it was a rare thing, indeed, if he did not defend
himsell successfully ; but when a man was hit, either fatally or otherwise,
his friend rushed in, which was a zignal to stop the speart ing, and in
almosl every instance, the row was cnded after some fighting with waddies
among the offended partice; but as night drew on most of them repeired to
“ Wullamulla,” now Woelloomooloo, and fires were lit in all directions, and
yarning and cracking jokes tock place until nearly daslight. At this period
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oyeters, muscles, and fish were plentiful, which enabled them to get food
without stint. Not 0 now ; we Ea'rﬁ taken away nearly all that nature had
given to them. Their fishing and hunting grounds are sane, and, by way of
exchange, we have introduced into their midst, in its worst form, disease, to
gay nothing about intoxicating drinks, which have helped m alarge degree to
kill themonut. But happily, as a last resource, mission stations have been
formed,and an Aboriginal Protectorate Board has been established in Sydney
to attend to the wants of these poor people; and to do this, a large grant
of several thousands annually is rnteg?;y Parlisment.

It was the writer's habit, even np to a very recent date, to spend weeks
st a time fishing, shooting, and kangarooing, which enables him to say that
a blackfellow in his way, as a rule, ia very clever, and if properly managed
is ﬂwaji: 1&: life and u-mfll of the party, full of humour, an exeellent mimie,
and wit e mutting (four-pronged r) are not casily surpassed as
fishermen, and in the bush Fﬁﬂhﬂg ?hﬂ no superior; uniiring, and
always first to sce the same. 'When our hunting has extended aver a large
area of several miles, and Eangaroos are esuphl, especially in the morning,
they are hung up on trees to be picked up on our way to the camp;
then it is something wonderful to eee how, apparently without an effort,
the hlacks go from tree to tree, even though miles separate them, to get tho
game, and when thoy reach the camp, mostly tired and sore-footed, after some
tea, something to eat, a glass of grog, their humour and fun, or rather tone of
talk, begine. In fact, if you will talk with them, they will keep itup to a
very late hour ; but when marning (daylight) comes, they are the most diffi-
cult beingn in the world to rouse; but when once up, as I said before, they
are the Iigﬁ and soul of the party, if in good hands,

Their habits aro pretty nearly the same from one end of the country to
the other, of a migratory character, never long in one place, owing perhaps
to this fact, that having to find their own food they are compelled to
move on from place to plaee, mostly confining themselves o their own
district.

A blackfellow never thinks of to-morrow. 1E you give him in the shape of
food ms much as should last him two days, ho will eonsume ik in ome, if
possible, and trust fo chanee for the next. In almost every instance they
are kind and affectionate to their children and most indulgent. In the early
days in the districts to which I have alluded hundreds were to be found, but
nearly all are dead—certainly not a Botany aborigine 1s now living ; and |
may eav the same of Sydney, Cammerray, Parramatta, or Liverpool—all are
goue, and drink haa been the principal cauac!

BY THE HON. GEORGE THORNTON, M.L.C.

Wnew the continent of Ausiralis was first taken possession of by the British
the nborigines were very numerous, especially along the castern eoast (New
Bouth Wales), which was for a long time the only part populaied by Euro-
peans. At that time the natives were physically a superior race to what
they are at present, the men being robust and muscular, and ths women
being exceedingly well formed and good looking. The average height of the
men then was about 5 feet 10 inches; and, as stated re, they were
excellently proportioned, as also were tho femnles. [ rofer especially to the
aborigines who then inhabited the coast to as far north a: Point Danger.

BE]‘E.E a native of the Colony, T have been familiar with the native blacks
and their customs from childhood, and from my own obeervation can assert that
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they are pessessed of great matural intelligence, and their power of mght
snd hearing is phenomenal. Their ability to track a person, even over the
surface of a rock, is too well known to need any reference to it hore.

In their primitive state they were more than gallant, they were chivalrous,
in their sense of natural and mutual duties. In the case of an offence which
infringed their laws relating to the protection of their females, the culprit
was punished in the following manner :—He was placed by himself, away
from any cover, and o band of the most expert spearsmen of the tribe stood
at o distance of sixty to a hundred yards; at a given signal, tho latter threw
their weapons at the law-breaker, at exactly the same moment, and if he
manasged to cvade the speara his life was spared ; this, however, as may be
imagined, was a matter of extreme difficulty.

No doubt, like all uncivilisod races, the Australian aborigines have all the
cunning and selfishness whieh 1s inseparable from a primitive state, but from
Gabo Tsland to Point Danger (which is as far as my knowledge exicnds)
I have found them to be bold and spirited, and generally speaking
they have pleasing countenances, and my opimion of them is that they are
not, as is asserted, lazy and good for nothing. As an instance of their
chivalry and courage, I may mention a custom which prevailed among
them :—When two men, for any reason, sgreed to fight “ o the death,
cawe together, each would invite the other to strike first, in fact, the
orthodox greeting or signal in matters of this kind was ‘‘ hit me first,” each,
al the same time, offering his head to be struck, A well-known historical
instance of their bravery may be gathered from the well-known anecdote
referring to their .'ilauh{nrn resigtance to Governor Phillip at a place
in Sydney Harbour, the native name of which was “ Kayeemy”; as
the boat approached the shore the natives rushed inte the water up to
their neeks to try and prevent the party from landing, but Governor
Phillip persisting, one of the natives, named “ Willemerung,” threw a
spear, which pierced the Governor’s back. To commemorate the event, and
appreciating this display of courage end determination, Governor Phillip
called the place “ Manly.” As before stated, the spot where the spear
was thrown was cailed in the native tongue “ Kayeemy,” but the aboriginal
name of Maniy proper was “ Cannae.”

The aboriginal race have no idea of a Su Being, and, in my opinion,
are not suscoptible of religious impression. Eut have a strong universal belief
in evil spirits, ‘I'bough the belief in these spirits 18 gencral, each district
or tribe has its own particular theory as to the shape in which the dreaded
phantom appears. fn every instance, howover, the blacks believe that the
wim of these “ Devil Devils™ (which is the anelicised term) is deatruction to
those unfortunatcs who bappen to fall in their way. The evil spirit of the
Sydney, Botany, and southern distriet, including Port Hacking, was called
by the natives of that {ract of country “ Boonbolong,” and their belief was

at it was represented by a very litile man, a dwarf in fact, who prowled
about at night, and was impervious to shof, ball. apear, or, in faet, any
weapon. There was, however, a chance of escape for the unhaHy creature
who encouniered this demon ; if he knew a certain passwo was let go,
but if not he (or she) would be devoured. The belief was that when ‘tiim
“ Devil Devil” met a black, the latter would be accosted as follows, in the
native tongue—*' Name vour mother"; if the answer wereimmedintely given,
“ Boonbolong,” the native was to liborty to depart, but failing to give the

assword would be devoured. The ewil epirit in the Newcastle and Port
gtn‘phanu districts was called * Koen," and was reprosented az being an
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animal very much like a camel, but much larger. Their theory was that thia
“Pevil Devil” would devour any blackfellow whom he found asleep, in the
game manner as ** Boonbolong.”

Not all the philnsa%lw in the world (in my opinion) will ever dispossess
the aboriginal mind of the idea of evil spirits, nor do they seem able to grasp
the doctrine of u Supreme Being. They are firm believers in the doctrine
of Metempsychosis, or the transmigration of souls, and have a firm convie-
tion that a chatterer, whether man or woman, will reappear on this earth as
a laughing-jackass, a sly sneaking fellow will be a *“ Warrigal,” or nafive dog,
and so on, the animal that the soul reinhabits corresponding with the
nature of the person ; for instance, a savage spiteful man would reappear as
an caglehawk,

The natives all over the continent, at the time the first white people
arrived for the purposes of settlement, were subject fo a disease resembling
small-pox ; the native name of this disease was ** Galgala,” and it was known
to the early settlers as “ Native Poek.” Most of the aborigines, especially
the men, were subject to this malady, which left * pock marks’™ on the cheeks,

*and on the nose.  The Euglish smell-pox, which wes introduced among the
natives in the early days ot the Colony, carried off hundreds of them. At
North Shore, Botany, and other places wherever 11 had spread, their bodies
were found vears afterwards in scores, especially along the coast.

Their strength and museular power, to which | have alluded before, I
attribuie to the nature of the ft}mf in use along the coast by the sborigines,
such as fish, oysters, mussels, kangaroos, opossums, and abundance of game,
which was to be found at that time along the coast, and on which the
aborigines subsisted for some fifty years after the colonisatien of the
conntry. Tt is worthy of mention that no aboriginal native will eat an
oyster uncooked, and I myself share their opinion that a raw oyster is
maoat indigestible, des?tﬂ what medical men may say to the contrary. About
fifty years ago 1 asked ona of the natives of the Port Stepbens distriet why
thev roasted the oysters before eating, and fold him they were good eaten
raw, al 1the same time asking him to open some for me. * No, master,”” was
the reply, “if we cut them that way, give sore hers” (at the same time
pointing to his abdomen). At several places along the coast there are to
be found piles of oywster-shells, which have been roasted ; these are, I dare-
say, the aceumulations of perhaps ¢enturiea. In many instanced these piles
or heaps are as much as 50 feet deep.

They were extromely skilful in throwing tho spear, being eapable of
killing kangaroos, &c., at very great distancea. They also had two or thrce
gorta of * Boomerangs''; one for amusement, known in their own langunge
a8 the ¥ Come-hack” boomerang ; another for warlike purposes, which was
cuta slightly different shape from the * Come-back”; and algo a third variety,
for killing mame, or anything that ran along the ground, They caught their
fish with the aid of a spear called a * Mutting,” which had four prongs,
pointed with fish-bones, and made fast with a gum which esudes from the
orass-tree.  They eallied forth for the purpose of catehing fish at night,
armed with the * Mutting” and atorch. Asis well known, fish are attracted
to a light, and as they swam towards the light thrown by the torch the natives
struck them with the * Mulbting,” capturing great numbers in this manner.
The spear is generally made from the common * hulrush,” or grass-tree.

Asg a general tule, the blacks are very aflectionate, exhibiting extreme
fondpnessfor their familics. Palygamy existed,and does exist,all over the con.
tinent, a man not being restricted to one wife ; if ho were able to feed two
or three, he was at perfect liberty to have that number, and families of this

description lived in perfect unity.
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A well-known personage, in the time of Governor Macquarie, waa
“ Bungaree.” He was nised as the king of the tribe inhabiting the
Sydney and surrounding disirict, and as such Governor Macquarie, on
the king's birthday. used to decorats old * Bungaree” with his (the
Governor's) cast-ofl umiform, red coat, with epaulettes, &c., and Buungaree,
arraved in this costume (with the exception of the tronsers, which he eould
not be induced to wear), wus a well-known fizurc in the streete of Svdney,
clothed in the Vies-rega! dress, including the cocked hat, but minos trousers
and boots, The name of * Bungaree™ has zince become common, ste
&e., being 5o called : but this kine (who was a native of Brisbane Watet) was
the original. The blacks, as stated elsewhere, are naturally mimics, aud this
“ Bungaree” could imitate the Governor and several of the principal officers,
marvellously well.

Fach tribe had whal they called a * Carradygan,” or uative doetor, who
used to prescribe for them in sickness, and atlended to matters of wounde
aud fractures, in somo instunces very skilfully, ''he medicines given by
them were in mosl cases prepared from herbs, and generally proved cffira-
cions. These doetors, in return for their serviecs, were wllowed special
privileges in their tribe, in consideration of their always holding themselves
ready to treat the sick and wounded.

The first civilised hlack that we have any record of, and who was taken
sroat notice of by Governor Phillip, was named * Benilong.” The Governor
rave bim a little J;|1II: to live iy, and supplied him and his wives with food,
fishing tackle, &e. The place was called “ Toobergoola,” and was siruated in
that of Sydner Cove where the North Shore horse boata now start from ;
but the name of * Toobergools' also applied to the point itself, which is now
Eknown as Fort Maequarie. 'The name of Benilong’s wite was ** Barangaroo.”

The Governor used, some years ago, to give the natives an annual feast
at Parramatia, all the natives of the distriets altending, and they were treated
to a really enbstantial repast. 1 was present at some of these feasia.

I may mention here, in support of my opmion as to the intelligence of the
blacks, that they have particular names for, and can distingmish certam
eolours—black, white, red, &e. |

In some parts of the continent, eiccnmeision is practised, mainly, T thinlk,
on sanitary grounds, as it is mostly in the hotter regions that this is performed.

With regard to the languagoe of the aborigines, slthough, in my opinion,
it has eprunge from the owe root, each tribe has ite own particular dialect,
which dialect generally exrends over a space of about one degree of latitude
or longitude ; #o Lhat vhe Janguago of one tribe will be quite different to
thut of a tribe at a dixtance of perhaps a few miles, The language of the
aborigines is divided into two classes, one extending nesrly over the whole
of the coutinent, and is ealled the *“ Komloroi,” the other is called * Werad-

" 'These are the bases ol the native language of Australia. As stated
E}Zﬂ. these are divided into various tribal tongues, which, althongh almost
entirely different from one unother, have, In some instances, words bearing
a common meaning. Asan cxample of this similamty, | will quote a few
words from the dialects of the natives Inhabiting the Port Stephens distriet
and the district adjacent to Sydoey respectively. 1n the dialect of the Port
Stophens district t{u: sun is called * Wingun ” ; the moeon, * Gheewong ™ ; a
wild duck, “ Berrumma”; alarge kangaroo, “ Wapera.” 'Ihe Sydney distriet
aborigives’ terms for the alivve are—the sun, “ Buroka,” or *“ Koen 7 ; the
moon, “Yanala™: a wild duck is “Uram™; alarge kangaroo, ** Bulli-
gorang.” These few instances show the difference between the languages
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st places not sisty milea npart. When 1 mention Sydney distriet: | mean as
far routh as Botany. Asa :lill further and etronger proof that all these
Lucgunges bave risen from a common root, T may siate {lai the native
numbers are almues identieal. The Porb Stephens disrriet teoms for cus
and lwo respeetivels, wre " Wopul™ and “ Buia ' for toree they say
“Wognl buila”; su! For fonr, ~Dulla bulla” The matisex in the neigh-
honrhood of Sydrey desigmatc ome, iwe, three, and four as < Wogul”
“ Ball.. ” or * Yallawe,™ * buunmi," snd ¥ Callivalonyr.” Berord four they
cANNOE o, oxpusstuy large numbers by means of their fingars, as for in-
staner. ten wonid be represented by holding up borh hsndz with the digits
cxtoudial.  Tloas 22 rot only an illostralion of their mode ¢f reckonmg, bot,
as statol before, praves canclusively to my mind thae the original basis ot all
“hese bwguages wus Uhe same, T2 98 worthy of note that nearly all nalive
2pues hiavg reene rerial signifleance, for esample, the word * Parramatta™.—
the originad eaptial and seat of Goverument of New South Wales  is demived
Trou U Parra,” an eel—* Matta,”" “this place,” signifyving “ Eels her”
The diegputed word now ealled * Woullvemooluo ' waus originaliy © Wnlla
Muila," wutd T have an lodislinet reenlleetion that it maaut a burial-ground
or plare of mtenoent.  Many well-known  colominl nawes of towns,
&e, are corruptions of old aboriginal words, such ws * Wagga Wagps."
The native name for a crow is * Worpan,” and when the nalives wishel
to express that therw arm grear npmbers of suy certain thing they
rcpeat Lhe word twiee; where the town of Waggs Waggs now stanls
was designated by the natives * Worgen Worgan,” ou account of the
cnorinons number of crows lo be lund there g bulloes drivers and
othere rendercd thia =~ Worga Worgs,” and it gradualiy beeamne ebanged Lo its
present appellaiion of Waggs Wagga. 'With reepect to tne word ** Tocal”
the nune of an"estate on the Paterson River, this was ro called as1f was
celebrated for thenumber of duvks ta he found on the swamps there, and was
for this reasvn wulled by tho natives ** Tocal,” meaning pleuly or ubundavee.
Brewarrins, a well-known town of New South Walcs mranz the fishery or
place to fish. The name of “ Coogee” {2 watering place near Sycoey) isa
corruption. und ought not to have been kept up ; it 1s derived from * Conjab,™
meaning bad smell, and received its name in the following manner :(—Aua
certain peazon ol tho year a kind of weed i3 blown or washed ashore, aud aa
it drie¢ in the sun a mort wopleasant odour is emitted, the bleckfellows'
pame for suck an edour or storch in * Coojah or Koeojah,” ard thig in time
mome by was used by the natives in referring to that E‘Mti[!u]ar place. Most
of the names of places along the coast ef New South Wales are caxmuplions
of native words, and fall far short of their original besuty. For example,
there are Wollongrng, Kiama, and Tladulla. Wollongong shoull be
“Wolvungah,” which means & place where fish mar be canght with hook
and ime. Kiama should be * Kiam Ma,” signifving a fertiie disirict.
The correet native name of Ulladulls should be “ Woolnooderr.™ meaning o
harbony of reluge.  “ Elouéra” is what 1iawarra is derived from. and means
line country.

Tho native nsme of tho wild-figis * Cooroownl™ The shoriginal name
of the waratzh = “ Mcowah,” and the gigantic lily i called by the nalives
“ Gromn.”

Witk respect 1o the word * Kangaroo,” this is undoubtedly an aboriginal
aane gise by the natives to that well.known apimal, the satwe being noticed
ard chronicled by Captain Cook in the accounts of his carly voyages. Io
my opimiol, despite what may be said to vhe vonlsary, thiz 1s the true
aboriginal name of ibe animal, ae may te found in Captain Cook’s roeords.
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The native name of the eounlry Iying bafwoen Tongnose Paint, Balmain,
anil South Wead was ¥ Caddie,” and the shoriginal term for a tribe or elan
bemp ul 1hat time * Gul,” the trite inhalnttng that stretch of counlrey
between the pointk named were ealled “ Caddie Gral”  The naitva name of
North Head was ©° Bores™ ; Pinchguat Teland wag called in the wative tongue
“ Mattiwnnye™ ; Middle Head was “Cubba Cobha™ and Sy rhwv (lova,
“Warrane.” The native name of Goat Island was “ Memel,” and North
Shoro was callod * Cammoray.”  I6 wasz inhabited by a trihe of powertil
and fichting blacks, who wore nearly alwars vietorious ; they were known
as “Cammeray-rail,”’ “I'here waa anather tr?hn a little wosk or opposibe
Svdnpy Cave; these were ealed * Walnmedta,' The T]:'Ih{_!-'-l worh of thuar,
und betweon thr&m and Tarenmattn, were enllnd © Wunne ™ and © Wangnl
and lived between Waluretta and up to Parramatta,

The names of soms of the old Dlacks well known in the Sydney districtare
atven herealtar:—* Boorang™ was the firat aboryrinal wrl Ln;ll:m-ﬂl (i 17007 ;
“ Coleby™ waa the name of ancther civilised black 1n the very carlv days;
* Bal la.ﬂﬂr'-:' was ar aborigine well known m Sydney m 1790, The tribe 'Df
biacks between Parramatia and the Hawkezbury waa ealled “ Buruheroaral.”
“ Meroot™” and his wife, ® Grang Grang,” were the parents of Hﬂsml " a
eivilised black well knowm in B-:tanjr many yeard ago. “ Meroot” was
killed in Bydney by a black named Bl'ﬂi“ and wax buried near Rushentters’
13av, Hm{'H}'nhﬁre Mr. John Williams’ [lat-e Crown Sﬂhclturj honse stands.
“ Yaranabi”, was the King of the Darling Point tribe at that time.  Anather
rhief of a tribe a little south of Coogea was called * Maroahera,” and the
beach s still called soafter im. " Pemullaway” was the thef of the Botany
tribe, and * Nambarre'” was a native boy of Batany, The nalive name of
the souih head of Botany was ¢ Kundull” which has been corrupted to
Kurnal. The north head was ¥ Bunnabi” The triba of blacks mh:-lhllmg
that re.;;mu and extending a little to the north and south, were called
“(Fweagal.” The name of o native girl well known at Parramatta was
“ Redia Dedia” One of the old blacks was called Balladeers.” An old
"_-gu:‘nw aborigine named ““ Krool™ had his camp at ihe poiat known as

“lady Macquarie's Point,” the N.E. end of the presevit DBotanieal Gardens.
Ilc used o fish from a small datached roek a few fect distant from the NI,
part of the point. It was known as “ Krooi's ek

T'he native name of the cockatoo 1 ¥ Warrianhah,”

Im crery tribe tlrern waa oo wil, and 1 was o recogmisal and octhodox fact
thar whatever this wit said or did was to be accepted as haing homarons,
anid thair eriquelte required that anch should he Tnughed af. As ;_;';Hn{dr'ﬂ
rue, howeyer, this person waas witly.

Their idea of divoree is very primutave and exceedingly muple. T they
are Lired oI Lheir wives vhey tell themn 1o go, ag thev wigh L0 Luve some une
elge ; Lhe woman being a mere alaive 1y foreed 10 conzent, and xhe iz then ai
libert} to have another hushand. Itus for all this, the husbands are nz a
cenceal rule fond of their wives, and the wives ln}'rﬂ ard affeetionote Lo sheir
hushanda.

A remarkable superstition of the abormines 13 that when a bLlackfcllow 1s
doad it i wrong to even mention his name; thor believe this to be farbiddon,
and arc as fivm in this helief a3 wo are tnurrht to be in the belief of our
comnen Chrstiamty.

The blacks hoave u geoat love of song, and a very good idew of {une und
time, In fart, on special nocasions, they have festivals of music,  Forinatance,
when one teihe visits ancolher, Lthe recorvioge teibe treatw ibs guoests to
what rmight be called 2 ® new opera,” and at such bimes, whers dilfersnt
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amimals are sooght to be imitated, the natives go to great trouble to
make Lhe resemblance ss perfect as possible, when imitations of Lungaroos
aro sftempted they even fix on false Lails, and the same troubls is taken
in presewring likenesses of owher amimals, much to the intereat and
amusemaenl of their visitora.  They praetise their songs, and it is eonsidered
a orent wesnoplishment to bo able to sine. I have never been able fo gather
fram their songs whether it 18 really words that are prowounced, and have
asked them, but they do not seem o know themselves what the songy weun,
in faet, it iz & sort of gibberish sung to a particular melody. T have Iried to
show them thal in our songe there i u sentiment, but have come to the
cone*u<ion from Lheir replics that the words ol their songs eorrespond 1o
chorases. such as © tooral-gorel,” &e., in our owe language, but are <uar Lo
the greatifisation and anms=emont of themaelves, These songs are broucht
feom tribe Lo tribe sometimes seven days’ journey [rom one another. Ther
aro very tunefl and pleasing, ond the hlm.-{m Lhemszalves are sovere critivs of
their awn particnlar style,  No miatake of even a note in the endence st
ho mude, or the performer will be put ont.  The blacks at Albany {West
Avstralin). who wre inferior in inlelligence to those mbabifing the vast
conet, lanvhed ut Lhe songs which are deseribed to them as being sung by
natives in this pnrl of the continent. Their songs have nothing i comnmaon
with those peauhar to the east coast, cilher In tune or action, Lhe ouly
similarity being that the language has originally heen the same—derived [rom
the samc root.  TU is evident thai the blacks of Vaon Diemen’s Tiand are a
digtinet race from those mhabiting the eontinent of Australia, the formner
having curly “negro ™ hair, and the latler possessing smooth wavy locks ;
hesides, the Teatures of tho Lwo races are nol at ail idenvieal, thus indicating
a differcnt origim, but this point I leave 10 someone clse to theonse on, and
also to determing [rom whenee those races omiginally cume.

A eeremony whivh I2 eommon among all Leibes i3 that of eonferring on
youlhs the title of wanhood, and this 1 eallod at any rate in the Sydney
disteict “ Yoolangh” This ceremony, ofler the carly discovery of the
Colony, vzed to take place at that place which is now ealled Farm Cove, and
the candidates were brought from all the surronnding districts, the several
tribes being infarmed that on a certan day this rite would be performed.
The ceremony, which zavs to yourhs all the privileges of manhood, eonsisted
of knociing omt the front looth with & piece of stonc; when that was done
the voung man wus entitled to scek a wife, but no mstter what his age
might be, until this ordeal was gone through he was treated as a boy, and
wae nnder subjostion to his parents. Thie course of initiation wak gone
throngh with nnalmost religious solemnity, and corresponds in its imporiunes
wmong the aborigingl vare with the ceremony of eireumeizion in the Jewwsh
nulion. A& vervimporiant feature of their coremonies ie to puint themselves,
which iy done with white pipeclay and red ochre. On some oeccasions thiz
painting is o symbal of grief [or the loss of u rolative ; sometimes, when they
are going o war, and on =uch occasions they sirive to make themselves as
hideous as pessible, trying to appear, as nearly as they can, like sheletons,
marking white ribs on their bodies,

When the ceremony mentioned above, viz., * Yeolangh,™ takes plaee, there
are genarally sungs and other performances and feastinges.

The aborginul name of Newcastle 18 “ Moolabmba™

Bydney ; Charles Polzer, Guiernment Pricter. —1H92,
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