
LETTER VIII, 

. TKE aetdemAnt of Haatefa Ever, to the right, 
or north dSydoeJ, L divided at present into the 
oo\u~tie~ of Northumberland and Durham, the 
f i a t  lying between the Hawkeebury Bod Huater’e 

*rivers, (the distanm between whit& is fifty-five 
m k , )  and the second lying to the n h ,  hyod 
Euntar‘s River, and &&chiog upwds  along its 
bank; bat the limitr of neither axe yet properly 
defined, 
By land, you procged either by way of Wmdmr 

or 3&iahmond. From Windeor to PatticL’u Piaina, 
on Hunter’s Bjver, is a dietnnue of seventy milee 
in a direct liae, but nearlJrof ninety& when 
following the o o n ~ o l a t i ~  of th0 mad, which is, m 
yet, but a rugged bddl$-pth over tb mpnuntab 
om ridge’deid the Bulgat, quite unfit to take 
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even &I ewlpty cart by. ’ Patrick's plains, again, 
are twenty miles from WaIlii Plaknl, tbe hepd of 
Wd-boPt navigstion, and forty m i h  from the 
town of Newcastle, nt the onlfet of  hunter'^ 
River on the aea-coast.’; By the oirouitwe roub 
of win-, timxire, ~atrick’splpitls arenpwwda 
of on0 hundred and twsatp milea from Sydrrey ; 
but a practicable.route for a mad baa been eurvey- 
e i ~  direct from ~ i w a m i t t i  thither, which wici re- 
duce the distaooe to Sydney upwardo of thirty 
miles, c m h g  tbe Ehwkebury low down by a 

punt. A i h e  little cutter packet, named the .Lord 
Liverpool, mils weekly between Sydney and New- 
oaetle, (in distance seventy-three mil-) twdve 
hours' 0-y sail, cabin fare, (klJudhg provisions, 
wine, and spirits,) 12. &., and the accommodatims 
excellent, the ve~sel having k e n  formerly a plea- 
rwmyateht in India. S e v d  other craft p a s  
bwkwards and forwards beheeo the two plaws, 
atPo, ~ 1 9  irregular tradews, dl taking goods cm 
fraighte, the principal return being couls,-New- 
w t l e  supplying the Sydney market with that ne- 
c~ssarlp artiols. Two p m g e - h t s  ply between 
- N e w 4  d Wallis plaias, ccar~efi~g @S 
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upwards, on freig)rt also, wKih g d r  may be &ere 
&d 8 safe Stom appertaining t0 Mew& 
Polrrpditoh d Blou&m, on payment of a mall 
commissioa. T h e  is: mly a bridleroad au yet 
between Newcsrsth and Wallis Plain8 ; but a cart- 
road, which b now b progress, w a  ere long be 
compreteted, The distanee by Land I have a h d y  
stated at twenty miles, but on cuwount of the con- 
vdutiom of the river it amounts by water to paarer 

. mveoty. C b e  to thess plains, indeed, them is a 
part of the river so to#t-uous, that although the 

distance between. the two pinta (that is, beheen 
Lieut. Clooe's wbarp md Powditch turd Bou&er's 

milea by water. In freehea, h t s  c8n p no higher 
than Lieut. Clolapr's, and thk Wig a high-lyhgdry 
ptaoe, and abounding in fresh water, will doubtlw 
eventually be the eituatian pitched upon for a 
town.; Carts, therefore, must be sent hither from 
Newdle by water until the road be completed ; 
bat fnrm Powditch and Boucher's store, Ioaded 
 dray^, may paes up the b a t h  of the river for 
seventy miiee k t b e r  at lwt, ~ S Q S S ~ ~  to the 
right bank at Mr. Singleton% fiord, head of Pa.. 

wharf) be but t b ~  miles by land, it h taenty..five 
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trick% ]Plai~s, the country beyond this being too 

rqgpd on the IefI bank to admit o€ carts p w e d  
ing much beer on tbat side. When the made 
d from Newcastle ta Waltis Plains ie fin;lhed, 
an exeellent oarbroad might, by the emplupent 
of a gang of twenty men for a fortnight or go, be 
cornpbtd, apwmb, to full piagty d 0 8  distance 
from Newcastle ; ! the wuntry Wig generally M) 

even, so tbilrly &bered, and clear of brpsb, that 
the banks of a few rivulets and fl ies only mqub 
to be lowed, or bridges thrown acms,-aa- 
tnre baviag done all the rest. But the rod, even 
811 i t  is, cannot be foirnd much fault with, there 
being only two or t h  ditfimlt gullie~, which 
require, in c~~ssiog, a partial unloading of tbe 
drays. 

Newmstle is Bistant abut one h u a u  olDd 
tu-enty miles from that extensive pastod COUQQ~ 

Everpad Plains; aod after the road from Nerp- 
castle to Wallis plains shall be completed, a a t q p  

of fourteen milea only mar Liverpool m} wih- 
out muah imomenienee, so m y  of -&tion 
is thia  par^ of the C O M ~ ~ .  

might be driven that distance (by a 

0 VOL. 1. 
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Liverpool Plains. lie immediately beyond' the 
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respectable of the mlany, the great balk of 

the pmprietm oonshting of military and naval 
officers, or free emigrants. Tbe rilluviai banks of 
Patterson's and Williams's Rivers are heavily 
timbered, but tbe forest land behind is open, 
grassy, and every way euitable for paetwe with- 
out cutting down a h g l e  tree. An estate of 
one thousand acres here, in a very trifling de- 
gree impmvd, was 'lately knocked down at pub- 
lic auction, in Sydney, for 5801. or a680 ddars, 
ready money. 

Newcastle omupiew the extremity of a penin- 
sula running into the sea wmmaeing fmm the 
maiu land in a low swempynwk which g r a d d y  
swells out at the extremity into a rbing ground of 
moderate altitude, over the front of which the town 
creeps up, the streets running upwanls and across 
its face, and a governmmt windmill woupying the 
crown, and overlooking tbe harbour, ma, and the 
flat land betweem and the main. Few except the 
governmeat houses am worthy of much mh, 
biog &dy malt detached cottagesl of brick or 
wood, pmsentirrg no very i m p i n g  appearaaoe; 
but, from the thriving settlemenb upon the btmku 



above, theattention of our memhantshrrs of late been 
mote pnrticulatly directed to Newcastle, a d  wharf's 
and stores are uow in progress, to f8oilitate arrd 
extend its rising commerce. The entrance to the 
karbout is aerraw, but the channel deep emugh 
for large merchant-ships ; its ororrkednem however 
renders it daagerous ~ O F  any but cutters or schw- 
ners. to work in and out through it. A high round 
precipitous islpod, c d e d  Nobby'cr Idmd, ia situated 
at the entrance, towurd which a low mf extends 
from the slotlth shore with a breakwater of lowe 
stones upon .it, to protect the aachorage fmm the 

..seas that break over in the southerly gales. Nob- 
by's Iduad forming a sure defence sigainst attacks 

.by sea, whiist a battery on the m w n  of the kitl 

mua and harbour wound, Newcastlezuight very 
easily be rwdered impregnable, should occasion 
require. It postmam a great advantage over most of 
the other colonial parts in tbe quantity of excelbat 
wal wherewith. the snrrandmg country aborrnds ; 
inasmuch as vesseIr are always sure of a re- 
turn cargo, The coal ahaft. is suak upon the 
summit of the hill, and tho c p d ~  r .  carted down by 

, r b ~ e  the town would command all t b  low 'wth- 
1 
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bullooks; but from the defective nature of the 
working, and the lazy habita of the incorrigiblcs 
who are amtenced to this hbour, the produce doea 
not at all mrreapoad with what may be expted 
when a more emdent aystem is introduced. 

NewcaatIe containe two governmmt howmi; a 
jail ; military and mnviot barracks; a hospital; twe 

tolerable iane; and an epiircopal ahureh. 1t is 
under the juridictick of a half-pay military officer, 
denombated e a m d u ~ t ,  but w h  f d c m  
mereIy extend to the euprintendence of the go- 
verrnnent works, and the general pliw of tbe 
town, in his capacity of a WW magistrate, 
whereha he is aided by the BIsittaplt surgeon of the 
hospital, who has been reoBnftg appbted to the ma 
gistracy alro, in order that a bemh may reagily be 
farmed when mom bebus 08-s come on fop 

M g  mow very limited. Two passqpbats, as It 
before stated, ply regularly betweem Newastie 
d Wallirs PMm; but, from the tedioumw~ of 
tbe navigation, it is cr\rptomary to dmpatch onIy 
p u r  bsg%al5e by them, and to proceed to Waliis 
Pipiar by land, a plain beaten path Wing themto 

im!8tig&tion--the power of (L +la magiskate 
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through the woods along the left bank of the river, 
out of wbich you cannot easily wder-The 
country is low and swampy for ii considerable dis- 
tance on tlis route, consbting at iirst of a poor 
washed clay or light sandy soil, covered with 
stuated brush ; but as you p d ,  spts of great 
fertility present themselves, generally well watered, 
batso Wekly timbered and brushy, that very few 
individuals have as yet been induced to settle upon 

* tbia line. There is a gcwemment-house at W a l k  
Plaina,andsguardchousewiththree mldkraished 
here too, far reoeiving and securing prisonSnr pr+ 
vious to forwarding- them to Newcastle jd. 

Wdtis Plains are of EMJ great ecxtant# and being 
orighaUy deneely wooded, required great labour 
h dearhg; 8 dhadtrantage, howeve, fmply corn- 
peimted by the. madug fwtility- of the soil, 
which d ' d h v k d ,  and sm S U G d  to bebg 
covered irith water dcrriag the high floods. The 
ready communication by water-oarrkge to New- 
'corrtle likewise;: and * the ; regular weekly packet 
commuaicatign again h m  thence to Sydney, coa- 
tribute (to- render land hem extremely vduable. 
The countryebook from the river consists of rising 
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h i  of inferior soil, with fertile flooded ~ i n e  
brushes, wafersd by lagoms commnnica&g with 
the river. T k  lagoone swarm with the m a t  de- 
licious fish; and during tHe dry sammate, when 
the water ia low, the natives wade in end actually 
drag out c a r t - l a d  thereof, inoiudirrg krn0ns0 
eela. A deep rid& rum k u g h  the Mains, 
over which you cross in a farry-ktP md pmeed- 
img alomg its bank;, toward tbe mnin river, past 
va~ioas ho- arrd small fanns belonging to poor 
setflems you come to Bbessl.sr, Powditcb'und &u- 
cher'~ stont, before mentioned, where a good supply 
of all scrr& of xterchmh ia kept. 

Small mttlem (Ebietly thw w h  had been tram* 
ported to N e w d e  when Q p d  s e t t h t )  oc- 
mpy patch  of p u n d  ateag the a&zvial banks of 
EllunWs Btivlee, for about amits award, when you 
lcoplle ta a Wiclrlrine bgurrh ofthe richest mil, thnough 
which the road winds, the g r o d  kscwmibg firm, 
and the oo'lu1ty beyond it of the open foreet d8- 
scription. No p o d  has been either oat, 01: mea- 
sured d'' on thia liae jet, the mrtu fouowigg each 
othefo track:- fw diiticult @b, and a r d m r  
steep hifl (Iron-bark hill), irrasrVening between 

NEW SOUTH WALLS$. 
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0 1 ~ 6  the great mwrt of our wild turkeys, w b h  
yon will here stalking majestic.1Iy about, and 
which afford an axcellent and most delicate re- 
past. Here b an inn too, and a ferry-boat capa- 
ble of conveying carte and heavy articles laaross 

when the river is up, at the atern of w h d  the 
horsm and bullocks orre made to swim by a b e  
fiutened to their heads. For sixteen miles above 
tbia on the left bmk; seittlers are hated; bat cross- 
ing to the right bank you strike farther into the 
interior from the river, and find no habitation for 
twelve miles, although the l ad  here has been 
granted, stodi-ruas abne existing through that 
diatanw. (”h0 country is all open forest, afford- 
ing genemily god pasture, until you d m  ups tLe 
banks of the river again at Twickenhnm B1?L88dOw#J 
forty-six miles from this ford.) Hr. Glenuie’a, at 
Ddwich Grove, twelve d e s i  cbbt from the fwd, 
ks the fkst habitation you meet with, situated upon 
a fine fmh-water rivulet, with deep limpid pots 
along its mum, affording excellent water a d  
abundance of fmh all tbe year~lund. Aco&im- 
hle part of this is feoced, and underd~m- 
Four miles f i ther  on is Hr, Bo=”e, dusted 
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betwe- two rivulets, one of fresh and the other 
of brackish water, for the latter of which the 
sheep have 8 great predilcotion. Extensive build- 
ings for packing and sarrtiog wool am erected here, 
'Mr, Bowman's flocks being numerous, and raak- 

TTlrenty-four miles heref- you epter upon 
the rich alluvial. plaine called Twickenham Ma- 

.dotpa, which consist of o series 4f the finest ailu- 
viol Bats, dotted lightly over with tws,{with good 
forest land behind,) exteudiug through a distance 
of twelve miles and upwards along both hanks of 
the river, and averaging from half a mile to one 
wkda bdf broad. 'From W u b  Phius upwards 
to %icke&am Meadows, the country gradually 
rim in elevation, but so impemeptibly, that you are 
only m d e  aware of it by the numerous rapids yau 
perceive in theriver asyou pmalong, Tbis rich and 
beautiful tract of country was but veryhtdy d h  
covered by Mr. E, Rmgw, our zealous surveyor OD 
this and such was the eagerneaa to obtain h a -  
tiom here, that it wns all granted away in IL tray 
few  mad^ after that gentleman's fivst visit. 
.On diaenteagling yourself from among the un- 

i g  amopg the iinest moss-bds iD the OOloIly. 

dulstlng b ib  and fidgea wbich hound these bead- 
fu€ d o w s , o n e  of the richestmtmdproepctar 
that can well be witnessed presents itaelf,-the 
flat d ~ ~ i a l  lands spread out before you Wi 
matted with luxuriant herbage; branching ever- 
greens scattered eiogly or in irregular clamps ; the 
river windiog through the midet ; whilst dark-fotie 
aged swampodss, bonking with CL deepgreea 
frioge i ts  steep and p w y  banke, and the gently, 
rising hilla byond, thinly clothed with widmpad- 
ing forest-trees, atead in d i v d d  m a p h c e  
as far as eye can reach. 

You eater first upon EdingWe, the p m  
jmty of Hr. Geqe Fork,  brother to om able 
a d  miable, chief jnstioe; who possemc~~ m y  
thousand a c ~  hwe, which he is stocking with 

sosf's farm, and to the left in Buoce58iQDI tbe farms 
of Me+m Cartar, W i ,  and Ogilvie. On tbe 
opposite b m k  there am wly twa resident pmprie- 
tors, n d y  Captain Pi0 and Mr. Greig, the re- 

rum by distant proprietors. Mrm Ogilvie and his 
family are resident upon their property at Merton, 

t 

fiPe-wdled 8heep. TO tbs right, is Capta;a DicLI 

mainder of the 1-d being d oc~apied = 8tWb 



the scenery whereof exceeds even that of E d b  
gtassie, being still more various in its features: 
iia fact, I may add, that it is the only place whicb, 
having bef'ore beard much praised, 1 was mt dis, 
appoiatedh. +. . , ..' 

In .d these luxuriant p f a h  there ia BCWC+ a 
mper8uotur tree to be seen, not often abovea doseu 
t0.h -re; 4 ptcbes of acres am here and 
therepret with destitute evun of one, and only re 
quiriig the instromentality of the ;plongia to pro- 
duce an abundant crop. It is thia fwedom from 
saper3aous timber which, among other things, 
gimm decided a. prefmence to New South 
Wdea over America, where your. capital is oftea 
exhausted in muking the iand $t for the plough; 
whereas here, you will often meet with enaugh to 

m e  your pnrpom, withaat u fsrthiag of previoue 

pen& in farming a new establishment, upom eoo11o- 

miging your meatlsl at the outset; and itr a w u -  
try where you have thm abwdame of.land fit 
at o m  for the plough, and a greater abulalance 
still dibrding the hest paofurea all without the 

, .  

outhy mmant of ~2-a Evecy thhg d+ 

troubbe O? expt3ye of cutting down 11 tree;hw 

N E W  GOUTH WALBS. 157 

d e s t  must the advantage resulting be to a new 
settler ! 
Mr. Ogilvie possesses here six tliousanrl acres, 

consisthe; of alluvial apb 8pd iightly- timbered forest 
land baebwards, bounded by a mderately high 
ridge. A plain of fifty acres of richland (without 
u t r e  u p n  i t )  is situated in the middle of the 
grant, overrlmked by a beautiful swelling hill, 
equally clear, of the finest sort of garden mould, 
and coveted with luxuriant grasses.' The God- 
bum enters Hunter's River opposite to the bottom 
of Mr- Ogilvie's grant, the plains OD each side 
being hemmed iu by woody ridges of moderate 
elevatiaa, toward =hi& the bck.land gmdually 
rises. Cootqiry to what is generally fouud in 
other parts of the country, the ridges up00 the 
upper part of Hunter'rr Bimr asw ahost uniformly 
flattened at the top, forming little miniature bills 
aadvalleys co~ered with h e  soil ofmoderate depth, 
wd abunding in gmass, which make5 them the 
great rawt of the -Lanprooa and cattle in the 
winter sawn.  Behinil the ridge bounding Mr. 
Ogilvie'a farm, at four d e s  distance, is Mr. George 
Blaxbd's re*-, where s e n d  h k s  of be- 



their imprwemmt, we may hope soon to see fine 

wool beaome an article of oousiderabh3 export frmn 
hence, rendering it deairabte for a vessel to call 
purpwdy at Newcastle to ship it off, 

The country between the head of Hunter's 
River and the Bathutst settlements now located, 
B buth directions, to within thirty milee of each 
other; clew pastoral downs md open forest land 
extending in stripes 'nearly all the way, so level, 
that, by the concurrent teshouy of all who have 
travelled this route, a g k  might 'be driven nearly 
the whole distance. The settlers on this river pcm- 
sess a paramount ahantage, in point of locality, iu 
Zaarbg the very extensive grazing country about 
Liverpool PIains in their rear? whitber they may 
iwmove their herds, whtm too nuuerous to be sup 
ported by the land in their immediate occupation. 
These plains occupy a space of about sixty miles 
square, besides branching out among iheUlsiu 
various directions,--all fine rich grassy mil with- 
out a tree, excepting wbem B nmdl woody bill 
aooasionally rise8 from the bosom of the plain to 

vary and beautify the prospect. In 190Liag d o n  
upon thie ex&nsive tmct fmm the mmmit of one 

I. 



of the ouerhangiug ridges, the wantry 8pPeare to 
be Rpread out like a green ocean, of  unbounded 
extent, with (olusters of w d y  islands bespangling 
its surface. These p l h  are we11 watered; but 
as they often wnsist of rather a wet clayey soil, 
tbey appear better adapted for cattle than sheep 
graziug, No just oriterion, however, can be 
formal if they am visited immedktely after ihe 
rain, fnrm the appearanw then presented: many 
platen in the colony, wbich in their natural sltate 

were so swampy that a horae could aot cros~ 
them without stiokiog fast, have become, in cone- 
queoceof the aheep-treading, firm and bard purrda. 
Cattle and sheep require two very different kinds 
of herbage,-moiat pasture sniting the fQrmer k t ,  
aind dry pasture the latter; both their health and 
tbe superior q d t y  of the meat depending upan 
this point, Hence the superiority of the breeds of 
the English Devm and Sewtcb Gtrilowaps and Ar- 
gylets, ia point of symmetry and hvour, over the 
generality of cattle from other counties,--l)eron- 
shire, Galloway, and B e ,  'being rifaate upon 
the weshrn &de Qf our island, and ~ o t e d  for the 
quantity of rain f a g  therein. Hence, too, the 
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superiority of the Down mutton over that bred in 
the beilvy pastures of Lincoln and drnihr plactes :- 
though the wrmses of the latter are larger, yet 

the meat i s  coarser and inferior in taste; mid, 
indeed, bulk Seems, either regarding cattle or 
sheep, incompatible with tine meat. Hicnce again, 
ia this colony, no cattle or sheep are produced 60 

h g e  PS upon the heavy pastures about Batburst 
and some portions of Argyle, Mre Tbrovby having 
killed a five-year old bullock, fattened upon the 
m t u c d  grass on his estate of Bun-Bon iu the latter 
county, wekhng fourteeu buadred punds, 'while 
wethers have been killed at Bathurst from one 
hwdred to one hundred aiid twenty pounds dead 
weight. + 


