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"FREDDY TAKES 
\ACHAN~E 

FINE PERFORMANCES BY TOW 
ARTISTS 

Djesplte tl:-ei,ncle.ment weather 
on Monday night last, .qulte a 

'\ large crowd turned \l,P to the 
Nynga'n Town Hall to witness the 

, i three-act Play pres.ented by local 
I artists In aid of the'fu.nqs for \ ~::I. War M(emorial swimming 

'~ This is the first time that local tal, 
. ent has been put to the test Oll the 

stage, an.d the players are worthy 
! cf commendation.-

j
l It would be hanI. to single out any 
of .the cast fo,r special mention. Miss 
Gwen Warren played her part ea.sily 
and. without mishap, whlle Ml' Mun· 

. ro, . whO, also produced the play, provo 

l
ed himself versatile and worthy or 
bigger things. 

Now that 'entertainment ofthi8 
\ nature has been instituted Into Nyn-
I gall it is to be ho.ped that pubHe 

I 
support will keep it functioning. 

The players were Mr J. Munro, Mr 
W. A. Purdy; Miss Eileen Leary. Mr 

"', 

1'., o.a,,( }Q.,. 19461 
LEGAL NOTICES 

IN THE SUPREME' COURT OF NEW. 
SOUTH WALES.-PROBATE JURISDIC
TlON.-IN THE ESTATE of ROBERT 
ROWE COCKING late of Mayfield In the 
State of New South Wales Retired Steel. 
worker deceased Intestate, APPLICA
TION will be made afte",' fourteen days 
from the publication hereof that Letters 
of Administration' of' the Estate of the 
abovenamed deceased may be granted to 
JAMES COCKING and' ROBERT 
COCKING the sons and next-of-kln of 
tbe said deceased AND that the usual 
Administration ~ond shall be wholly 
dispensed with. All persons having 
any claim against the Estate of tIl" 
.aid deceased are requested to forward 
particulars thereof to' and all notices 
may be served at the office of the 
undersigned. . R. S, ADAMS, Proctor 
for the Appl\cant. T. & G. Building. 
Hunter-street, Newcastle. 22 

G. B. Flashnlan, Mr J. R. Brand, 
Miss Julie O'Brien am" Miss Gwen. 
Warren. . I 

The overture and music throughout \ 
the show was supplioo by Mrs W. G., 
C01yI8{} (piano), Miss L. O'Connor : 

(Vl:{)::~ :: C Col<m,n (C J 

---.---/''''--~' ... " .... , "'~ 



I 

i 

~ . 

w' , . 
MY DIARY. t •. r:.~ JOSIJJL: COCKING~ 

Wed.. Fe'b~. 7tb!j:l945. :...Last cTllursday r :went to Newoastle 
after payini' Jlrs~,W.tt8 2/- to. _ 'ihe:pens1oners' asso01 a
tion,8: ,gol ali 1nJeet1,on 1n my x1rht arm;from slste:i 
Gren~ll. t _KbdaksI.~ught;,a.fi:lm,& ,.a packet. of paper, 
for '3/10 •. 'Mrs. Lo~gworthe.x'tr_'ed.a small fragment of 
my tootlL1n th,. 1~fts1d~eC)f:~ 1i~ ·Jaw;whiehfracmen:t was 
the cause of'my gu~ 'be1na swollen·for 80 loDi. It 1·e 
1'1 ~btnow. Mu.m ,went ,to ~~e ·Ne"at1tle hOSp1 tal last Wed. 
t.o see Vio,let ~belaon, bat.fo\uui. that 8h~ had. d1eda.:t·, 
abo14tnoon Gn thai: d.ay. On Friday Mum & IattenGteC1a 
mouming aervieo at 1pe' }iayf.l~.14 Army 01 tadel, after wh1eh 
Jose took tie 1n h1s ear. wi th -IYy,~' Audrey & cion Harrigan 
to Beresfor~, where wo met Alex. De_cineon, who 11 Te s .at 
CeBsn()ok~Be ie, nowan.1a ... ac. pens1oner •. We also met . 
Frank Oook1nc & h1s w1f.A4 .. Tpe~e;·~a.:~ ... , 1'81",. n\Vt1D.r 
of p.opl..~.~at- thetltineral,.'l:ier-e

e 

,.~ng .10 '~tor-ears full:, 
&: th', mertllary hall wa .. f1ll".;.; V1ol.t wa. eremate4i. 
ETa- 0.1 b"n~-Vloletr& ·.l~.~,.:l'~ was' ye;p;y~ much cl1etre.secl. 
I fOl'CO't to ,et a ee;-tlf1oat-" ,f;-,m Dr:. ,Opi til en Thur;.' 
&: Fr1"ay,'so I ,went down ye8ter~ay,_t. "he tioetor 41j;: net 
consult. I w<,nt again thl. -afte.Pl •• n!. pt 'a ..... 1':t11'1oat •• 
Some .0 je stel •• ur .l.ttet-"x~ on llond..y nit;ht, 8.,1 haTe 
ClU., & _pa1nt~" a.i1l;Other en~, &' WiU pr,bablr put 1 t en 
the :renee-. t ... morr •• _ e" Mum T1 n:ted.May. _-tay. 
The al11e'. baTe' .taken the, 8:1 ty, of M~l .. : frern the Jape, 

&: Ber11 n ill likely t. 08' a tt.ke._ by Rllasi ana s.on. 

Sat. reb. 10, 1945. Lae.t Tlmr~d.ay.I ,.t an 1n~e(lt1on 
in my lellt aXnl frem a strance siater, .. slater Grenell. 
mother' was to •• eromate("', that jay. .l MlI.,ht &Xj5UkUx 
a:fxiHx1U •• zX·:i' a li6 f11m"~i*':,.~I!4~"fer 2/1/. " 
1U:&. Lon,-.rtk JI"t 8,._, te·~tl:i'.J.Jl,lnLt th.,., ... n.tfit 
J),reperly yet.Sbe, 18. ',.lUI ' .~aJ: ~J:.r".n '.1'. ·h.l1 ... ~T. - , 
"I •• tercia.y we. r .. :e'iTeI: t~~ fe~l~1f1nl f:rem !;L.l'.~.e:- . 

IfN~ 7-·2-4~.,· De'at- 'M.~l\te~~ l?~;,' 
I.4Ilt~ l1;n' ,...rla.t J.ittt,t: .... '1:. ,h.,~ .. tlu~tl nn't 
.m1:t ·::te '&n ... 1' ey ... e.ti:~.h"'-~~ ~r ).: ....... k

r 
... • 1,n' it. 

anyhe"., t· ~. rellemluir .t)iateTeijene·'-,,_, • k, lul .... 1nl 
,'" '. ' . _ 1.. te u .... tllat they 

.1 •• e, ITy, &: tile nippera' 11 R.bertseellil 
hd ,a p." helld..,. w~; ~re".ftr 1f~, ' • ('.' '" '.: ' " 

aetter than he .. aa.altll..uc;h i.e 1. p'tU1tC "~~~~. ' , 
• ".I".-;.<.~ 

.. --... ~_:-.;.\<t~ .. :.~...:..:- ".-
/ 
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stye &: 1s fairly aranky;.w1 th 1 t. The traTeller haa 
leto; n.'Db. ,& Bill 1s willi. te P "there 1f lle haa t 
the ehanee, a1l.t· that rellaiDa t. De aeen. He lett at "-
Ohri.tmas t1me, & we ealr .ear .. te-ta1,.a I .• ll~e.e . 
that another man-aaa alzeaay-takem the -J.b. 
°erry te tnew tllat a.nty V1elet ..... ' t 1,mpreTe : 1 tt • 
~e_ t. tliiJ1k 1;5at tae1 pt aer late •• .,1 tal. - Yr. 
0Dl1 th 1s at1l1 1n he.,1"al &: e%]teeta te be tel" -... tli.er 
week er tn; Be ae the1r kuuderlaaa te N. p •• tpeneC. 
B: e lla n.t1a.e' er1,;1a&111 te.tart .• Ter titere .n the 
.12th at Feb. It is pr.-DaD'letlaat Valerie wil:l .e sJ 
traaa!erre« ... ~t11 t. parkea-- be h •• 'telrll- ~t alae 
ham't hd .ay «.:rim te wera yet.· If alle , •• ., I will 
try t. « •. wi the1it a Marlier, '01l.t if 1 i ,eta te. lenttl,. 
I •• ml i :f1na it aare. .. cet anet •• r. Wo haTe be.ollle 

Yel'Y usee. tc Valerie n." & ltte her mea better than . 
we "i'. Her mether gent hel' a' larr;e eaae of P"l.)teu 
to-day, cl; .ke laas lteen distri w tine them all oyel' the 
toWll. We- haT another. creen ,roae1' .all BOW -- that 
makf'S 3. so we are well ott i.a that ~re ot10n. ( Iwo
nd.er o! you· are listeRia, to ''Ghis dellate to--hicht on 
tll~ holls1n~ shortace ? ,1 t' s Qu.1 te 1nterest1nr, but I 
find 1 t liard to aon.ent:rate.' 

,We haTen':t heam !roilpip (walter) t Is he· st1l1 in 
Bri sbane ? Verla a~.e horae-on Mona.ay, so Robel"t 1s 
Tery pleased & will be his old- llapl'Y self acain wllen 
his eye 1s. bet·ter. I Slll'poSe tae' k1ds there look "ell 
"tter thei rlllo11days. I ara send-tnc this 11 tile s11, 
01l.t ot the paper - tAoll,at.1i t Illay be I yy' s neiChbour. 
There ian' t any news, so I'll 0 lose now laopi nc tlla" 
you all keep well 8: llapP1. LOTe :tro~ us all.-

Florence.:· 
( The "slip" contained: t.lle pAO.tO of pr1Tate i.Lookett 
& miss E.' Rooson, &: i 8 as tollows: - ,_ 
" ••• ayself,but oBUre'a in t)Ut present fora .is not Yery, 
1ntei:e.stlnr;, &:- needs 80~e,t.1nc to brl,;a1;811. i.t Up. 
pr1Tate J. Lookett,Newcastle: I"M Il'eatly in iaTour 
of beer in churohes. Any par89nw)lo oan re,' beer tlaese 
days Will f11l his ohurch, ~8 lo~,1' .ast11e1'e' s ~ • .oo-.:e1' 
c ha:re;e, eyerybody. 1rOuld be ~,_ree_ale ~ haTe:. 1.,R~ts 
1 n tae churoh r;rounde~" Re11,1on ~eed8 some rey! T1n~:;o
e11xer ,& the man ".0 thoulht_Qf litiJuor aas hi ~ tlle 
idea." . ' A It like 
Miss E~aine Robson,la. olerk, Lakemba-: I ~on 
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3. - , 
the idea of bars 111 ohurclles.. I t would only be men 
wao would CO to ohurch 1f they had drink aTat lab Ie. 
They wouldn't bot-ller about the sel"Tioe, but would 
spend. .~ all their time in the bar. If they start dr
inkin,' 1n ohurches 1 t will mean the end of re11c;10n 
as we know it. They may as well reTise all the hymns 
& sine them 1s sw1ne while they's at 1 t. n 

We also reoelTed thls from phyllis & Arthur:-

- "137 L1Tinr;stone Road, MarnokTille, 6-2-45~ 
Dear Mum &: Dad, Thanks Tery muohfor your letter re
oel Ted. a oo~leof mo:rn1nls aCO. We are, ,lad that tlilef 
p areel of oloth1n, arrl Ted. safely 8: tlilat the matel1.al 
needs of Tarious menbers of the famlly were satisfied. 
Doreen, we are pleased to say, is slowly but surely 
reooTer1n~ from her attack of wno0p1ne o ouCh. Unfor
tunately, I haTe oaupt 1 t froin her, 8& althouc;h I haTe 
only a mild attack ot it, the oouCh i8 ~ery troubles
ome, & keeps me awake durin, the n1r;ht. I don't think 
Arthur eets Tery much rest either, beoause as soon as 
Doreen manaCes to cet some sleep -- off I start 1't'1 th 
my coup. we haTe both had medioine from the doctor, 
whioh ls Tery (Ood & outs the phle~ noreen is alsO 
reoei ving the whoopinC oough injeotions & has had 3 
up to date. She will be given the last one. on Friday. 
& accord1nC to the doctor the attack will e;radually 
abate, & in about a week' 8 time there will be li ttle ' 
01' no s~gn of it at all.. . You will be interested to 
to know that we haTe sold our oar. For QUi te, a. while, 
now we haTe considered the idea of sellint it; &: on 
Saturday morning Arthur read an advt. in the paper, 
whioh stated that a certain MH Mr. Wells of Matrav-
i lle wished to purohase our partlcular t'l'e of oar -
so he answered the adTertisement. To-day a yount ail'
force lad &: his wife oalled to inspect the oar, &: be
int satisfied with same, paid usthe pe",ed pr10e for 
1 t (£ 161 ) in oash. We are thinkiot 'of wa1 tin, un
til the war is over before buyine; another oar, & tha:l 
we won1 t haTe to con tend with petrol ratlon1.nc pr1o-
1'i ties etoktyhow, I for one wou:d ll~d to O'lm a ho-
use before a ltD another 09.%'. ..t.TthUl.' s fr1end Ohulie 



4. 
Boland is the proud father of another dauchter. Hia 
eldest ohi ld. 1 a six we eks' youn~er than Doreen . ( No 
wonder he failed in hil university ezalll.) 
You oan tell Ivy that noreen thinks more of the doll 
she made her for Ohristmas than any of her toys •• She 
kisses &ouddles it &: oarries it around with her all 
day.. The bonnet bas been mislaid,so the' poor old d
olly is looki~ Tery bald. at present. I haYen't 
very muoh room left. I mustn't for,et to tell you t 
that Doreen i8 walkine. She 8ta:rted takine a few steps 
on her own about a week a&'O, but now is flUi te steady 
on her feet. ~ In fact she is a 11 ttle bit like lasr 
oousin Robert (purdy) inasmoh as she· runs aaway from 
me whea I try to dress her. If ahe didn't haTe tlle 
whoopin, oou,h I 'd ~ her; but I try to prevent her 
o Tying a8 muoh as posSible, as it 8t .arts her oouching 
as soon as she does. This 1s all for now,folk8 •• 
Oheerio for the.present ,. LOTe from Arthur,phyllis 
& Doreen. I 

Sat. Feb. 17,1945. Last ihuraday I &'Ot an inJection f
rom Sister Grenell.She looked Terr·.ad throuch 1081n, 
her motker. I oould not buy a film nor p~a at Kod-. 
aka, but I exom-anced the 1ar,. Bible nat I boupi at 

I 
4 

F a1rl ••• ' alaop for Mum folt 23/3, &: &'Ot a much smaller 
one for 15/:-. fo make Up ... e differenoe 1n oost I to
ok a oOpytof 'proepeoilnc for Gold", 288 pace. by Ion 
la Idrie.8, pr~c8 5/-.; &: 'Onward Au,tl'a11a',270 p. by 
tu • __ .. u~aor; alao ·,."oo4"orl aenoh Botebool: II ,38 
p. by r ~<S.< Haywood,1/9~. Tk.t amounted to 10/,) 80 I 
had 'to pay 3/ -more. .18 K:re. ionporta 18 on lIoUday 
I d.1d not CO to lk~ pleD.. In tlle e~en1n, I "'iC!)o my 
laat new ooatto tailor fed Liebman to )taTe it made 
smaller.' I &'Ot • oerti11oate from dootor Golts. 
Our pensions ohe~e. dldnot arri .... la.t ,ltur8C1at,& • 
aaT. not oom.e yet. Ea:rltln tll1. week Mum put .. Vlso- . 
paste bandage on my r1c-t 'pln,lrll1oA 1" 80 •• apin. 
T.e left Ikin 11 aboui Z'l,llt ~n no". I aay. been 
repairinr: JOile' II 1'1uaurate!:tO't:rlc 0l&0.1ne all ike 
week &. .aTe not fln1I.ed yet. . 

At- Hunter' II I boucllt a pa~ltl.ton 1.Iiio. To ·Operate 
t •• 'Oa1' SUde, lblle.tor Je •• , fu1/6. 

I 
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Thur. leb. 22, 1945.:Ta1a morriins; I vrent to Newca.tle 
tA18 morninl' &:r;ot an l~Joect1ciri.from 8ist'er Grenell. 
I could not cet any p~er nor '£:11m at Kodak. ar;a1n •. 
At Mayf1eld I oaliAed t.e 6/- postal note ,tAs" Mr. 
Flnnemore sent to me; al~o the £ 5 money order that 
Wal aent to Mum :re.terday •. 
yesterday we reoe1Ted the fOl1oWinr; letter. fromliIX « Florenoe:-

"Box' 15'N1Dcan i9-2-45~ De~'r¢lk8, It was ,ood 
to. haTe. y.our letter~&: to mow tha~ eTer1()ne there wa. 
ok, but, we were aor'~r to hear, e.bOutphyll18 &. Doreen. 
Of oo\lf~,~ 'we bOpe. tli~1~eOJl~·t.b~ mend a,ainby now. 
I suppOse. that' you at'e Clad the _~ummer 1s: about oYer, 
Mother: it' 6 not .tooba4 h~~.~ow~,. the worst of the h~' 
eat 1soTer: t~nliht 1s l.o.~I,. &~ pool. 
Ite had a thUnderstorm oil.. ea:~rd.~y n1(ht -. 1t' s .suoh 
a rare t-hia, to have :rain· out here, but from Maroh we 
cat more rain •. 'Our~ne1£hbours, have cone.Yr. ~m1th 
oame out of hOSIli tal on Triday.·· &. they left on Sunda,. 
1n Mr. Brand's ( min1ster)' oar. They' Will be lfvinr; 
1 n Hamil ton. We .:both feel a b1~env1ous. of them, but 
we know that it's an 1~oss1bil1ty for us to leave 
out here. The J~b.in.DUbbo Is· taken; tho e boes said 
the present man 8pp11e~ .for .. the job years aco; so 1 t 
seems JOU hav.e ·to ~eak early for it. :" 
AnylJ01f,. ·the man mat- ncit .la·fit· -.t~ J.ears JiS the previo
us one did. In the ~meant1me' we: will be happyenour;b 
hf!re;. 1 t' s ~oh bett.er. no.". ~hat we have made fr1 ends 
here. Bl.lJEont.lnues :toke~~ 1n 'perfect health;. 1\)1>-
ert,has IiUt on we1&ht & 1.s lOO~1nebettdr. , At pres
ent his. eles ar~ al.1. ,~%1r;ht, tut h,e Os. havinc: stye 
all the tim~. eo we ·are &1 Vine htmt$.blet.s (4 a day) 
&. rub'Q1nc: the ~J~li:d-s -With olx:rtment,_ are hop1nC th$t 
th1e treatme.nt will fix hIm up~:.Iam as well as ever, 
so there ~e no ,complaint's ·tbra t1me, , 
Glad to know that Dad ·ha~.hls t~e'th; I h~e~t~ey are 
sat1s:r~ct.or1 by ~~8 t1"mfj' 'n,e "d~p:t1·~t he]!'e ~asbeen 
away,;but:I ,·h~am:bei~.'baokt ~~·.IJ~.,DlU:a~ CO Ie s.ee. "i! be 
.,111 lIlate mine now.. 81,11 was .. aq1.;la$t .. ~~~ "1I'll,en. 
your letter oame, but ~e will :COA- s~e lIr •. 1\eer(d.ur-
in, the week about tbebooks. _we' ~a~erit,'i. ooU~ted 
tbe others yet. well-tDad, wi th aletter 00% like 
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that s1 &e you need only to oolleot JOur ma.t.1 'once 8 
week; Well, as .A.l't s8Y,s,'No news is cood news' J sO 
I'll 'olose now. Love from us all. Florenoe. 1 

Yesterday I received the fol1annc from )lr rinnemore) i_ 

II Becan St. Nynr;an,18 reb. Dear Yr. OOOkinc~ Many 
thanks for films recently sent; please find payment 
herewith. (6/-). I am enolosine a8nBp I toot of thv 
Bourke train comn,; in • It 1 s 8 m1~ed train west ot 
Nyna;an, hence the COOds truoks ln front of the pass
enpr ooaches. 'I took: it. a,a1nst the sun. In &pi te of 
sheQ:odin, the' lens, the sun somehow trioked '"'. WJll 
take it acain at, til'st "opp~tunltT. ~,~n, ,ou wru , 
bear wi tb me the dela1~', bi1t am lead1nc a vel'; full 
life at present, work1n, all day I: dolnr; photos at 
n1,ht- doneoV'er ~aJr1nts last week, I: neu1y as 
many this' week.! . inC Jo.U a,aln for your trouble. 
Yours sinoerely J. rinnemore." , 

The follow1n, 1ettel' oame from Walter:-

D 159 Gre,cory Terrace.Brisbane 17-2-45. ' 
Dear J'ons, It seems a fair wbile since I have' wr1tten 
h9me, so I am 1nol.u(3,in.,. th~s ,Jo,l;) ~,th a, f'ew others 

;tjhat have been "at tine. ,for a Saturda.y aft'ernoon. 
binoe last wri tine I .l!. an e%:Cel1ent week-.end down 
at Burlelch Heads on the Anniversary Day hc;»llday ,I: 
hav,e also be en pfett y , aotfve o,thern Sf. I i hat!' the bad 
luck to stra.1'n my, back a 11 ttle . bl t at tennis la8t 
saturday ,I: l' has been fairly painful, but :I; t 18 now 
almost oompletely·wel1. I am avotdln,~ennls-I: eolf 
this week-end Just1io' ride sure of, it.. freel 18 te 
call to see me tb1a afteDC)on. 1. am enclo81~,a snap 
whioh was taken of ,h1m1n h1sworilnc,'oloibes out810.e 
tbe Odnesntel" s sh~ at Redbarak. .'.-
:Mrs. Jones 1s due b8.0k from Sjdney nn~'llleeday',but 
in the tille of her absenoe I have been 'well looted 
after as recards bre&kfa8t~& '~:tlie oIeaJlini of my JrGom 
by a sletez of Jl1:~.! has'nUrse, who 1s down ona 00-
llday from Bundaber,. fG-daj' I bOu,&ht her a 00:£ of f 
flowel's for her trouble: eQme British navy ,work has 
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nOW appeared in the office,' we have been' kept very 
bust as usual. However, due to the 1mproved. war 81-
tuation, there 1s talk of a reduot10n 1n staff eo I 
hope they pick on me, to be t:raasferred back S~tb,a1-
thouCh I 1m afJ'aid they won'''' The weather here haa 
been ver,..hot &: humid for the last week, , everybody 
is in a lather of p.el"epel'aUonj otherw1se thinp are 
fIne, It I hope the same coea for all of 7OU." Yours W.1.:n 

The fo11oW11l1 letter was 8ellt by I'red to Jose&: Ivy:

ill X 1.'3,61, Pte. r. OOOliac' 2/4 l.'Q.iB~ Austral1a. 
, J'ebJl'45-" D.~ ..,o.,Iv., It ~d8, , 
I'll net be sat1ef1ed until I' ,et the IlP~vie1f" with 
y~x nar4e ~ maybe photo ill it fox you!.' e:JOO.ill. ':7l1a t 
'sOTt of pasB d:i.d you ,et , l have 70U finished. now, 
or have .feU. another fear to CO? I thou&ht the OUr1,. 
bad her ,biC 012..6 la8t yeu, rot app~eRt11 1t's not 
unt1l n6:1t lear. What alort of pass did ut cei ., 
Wal told me be cot, 80 he thou,ht, a 41silDot1on but 
d1dn't seem to know IlUCh about 1 t. He, too .aoouid f 
finish ne2t year., &. then I'll ,on1, have the kids to 
at1 te abOut Jlum. tCi)ld me tbat Dad only had a stye, 
but 1" aeems that it must have been sGIleth1ne we rae 
on &foount of 1 t co1n, blaok~1 Was 1t' hi. pod'.r b8.d 
e,. I SUppese that the tJPewriter tl morGa800pe 
haTe, betlill 0111 eo tin', dust in tM past few week's. 
AnyhoW', I bope by now that 1 tl s "ust a lIeme17 &: that 
he&: everyone else 1s 0 It acatn.' 

,I 11',". eerry tbat I nevel: oalled on Wal the Saturday 
mo:rLlin~ afte:r he 9-rriVecl, esp'ecial1y vrhen I kne,;,r abo·,_:t 
the nee tal·1r~eB. However, I b~ tea&: a 1UD. with 
him last Saturday, &: elpeot ~tG ap.1n to-morrow. 
What sort 01 time tU4. JOU have at Daisr 8 1 Tou. 
seeftl to 11!'e the plaoe. Is felth a,better swimmer th
an,eu 7et f &: 1f 80, do J8U think tlla t l sheuld 
,1 ve him a 1e88GB or tll. in braCC1n,;al thoup I lIOU~ 
lda',t be SUZp:rised 11 he oould teach ,me a tll1n, 01' 2. 
How 1s DIve '; I haven't heard moli aboll" her lat
e17. I haven't wr1 tten to you sinoe I 'ye\ been bact, 
ma.1.nly because of nothln, happentn, th.tt • 1nterest-

1nC, &: Mutl says can1y that"the Hill orowd a:re dC)ln.C 
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all r1cht"-. It's taken mea lot of thoucht to deo1de 

'If ve~he:r to let them know about my new nUlllber, but 1- . '
don t 11 te not let t1n, them know eVeryth1n, that h 
p ens, It telJ.in, them th~ truth always. When ap-
this dGwn to them Imolf that you'11 eJ\jl&1tt t~Ku:ake 
my :r8asons,.~ also tenUem tha',I'm not a bt~ 80 
ro!' Oh&nC1nr OVer. .4.180 that I think that 1 t i '1b,'ny 
best thine that I oould. have done from an enti!':l'" e 
personal point ot View. . J 

Mum seems to have the W:,e to stmd me 89mathin a 
I f there .a,s anyth1n, that I wanted I' d let h.~ ~n. 
beoause I Kknow ·that she'd ,et 80m. '8a1l1slao1;1.11 ' 

from beia, able to send .1t to me.' Any t1'.8 I do want 
~OID.thiac I'll let her blGw, btl t I ~v. ever nh1nt I 

eed., thanks. The pioture aho" is Just over· so 1'11 '.0 &: have supper 1f1 th the Oh"" who have been: If I . 
don r t &,0 now It 11 let nov... So loll,. rred~;;" 

, 

To-day, Feb. 22, I. bol,\Cht 2 pounds of aal-ammoniao to 
put my Qld battery in "Ork1n, ol'd.er .,ain.' 
Mon. ¥ar. 5. 1'45.< Last Thursday I C'G~ an inlec t1en from 
a stranr;. sister, as sister Qrene;Ll 1s havinc a month's 
hOliday. I bouchta film at ~oda.k8. I went down to 
~et a oertifioate from d,ootor Opi til, btl t l?-e was absent.' 
I n the 'mornin, I paid the penHoners' o~ntr1blt1en. 
Last friday I cot a oertifioate from Op1 til, Ie 2 pounds 
of sal ammon! ao from Vio. Stevenson for 1/10 per PGund~ 
My battery is in workin, e:rder .cain Ie the breken wires 
are repaired. To-day I have been mak1n, a new letter 
b0~ out of an old o1ldrum;' JGse returned from the 
Mater hoepltal yesterday after be1n, there a few days 
Ie havin, his antruma oleared. He will not be fit for 
work for a week or mere.' My rir;ht eye haa h-.i another 
sty, but ,i t i8 in the richt hand oGtrner. It 1s ne",Cet
tin,; wen alain~'. I have UI!J~ arcero1 as. a rem4dy. 

SOk e days alo we reo 81 ved the fellowine from Arthu%:-
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Notwi thstand1n, the fact that I HIIIJIlIUIx told you 
some time a~. that I didn't need oOUpons, I now find myselj 
1n need of some. I have found that 3 pairs of pants have 
worn through; nett wi th standlnc, ~ my stand1nc in the 00mll 
inuni ty will be muoh lewer if I den" t ,.t at le .. t ene 
other; air.: 'He. about it? I eiGn't want te leav. 
en •• 1 JGU shert, bu.t I 1r(fU~ ,appreciate the lean .f 
s~meone' a O'lothin, cDJuqX oarowi th enouCh ooupens 
fer a J)a1r .t, str1des:" If pu 1D.1d utQIXtIXlIlUG 
JUHIIlllilXlIUXQJiXXfitfilfHiU'IX ou~ t ma.nac. it 
wi thGut aaorlflo1nc Jour em re4Ulrtilmsnts, don' let 
this reflll.at .o:try r:'u. I have ._ther suit in 1" ... 
as_able oond1tion eX()'ept for tbe panta) whioh 1111 
send home ene .f the.e daya. Do%een 1. ne. ~ite well 
~ haa recained 'her' former happy dlapesl1;l0a.. ' 

phrll still, has a oouch, but 1 s otherwise • k." 
Dad ls" stiff a. re,ards the aa:rap&rllla. I, had lOme, 

as 18u ~ •• , but phy11 threw lt out '1.ut time I 
wasatOaras' park we OGuldn l ts •• any •• i ther. Itt s a bit 
awkward to let there n.w that we have ne oar, but 1'11 
try te Cet th.~e ln, abeat 3 weeks tlme. I'll see what 
I oan de there then. One of the t.aohers at soh •• t 
haa a pieoe .:r land' at Miranda( all ttle place abeut 15 
ml1e. fr.m SydAey, ) for' aa1. pretty oheap1y. We 
may buy 1 t so that we o~an build ' when r8strl0 tions are 
lifted. ' 
Oharlie Be1and'a wife 18, haVill' a' time •. The 11 ttl. 
nipper lets very very severe attacks of the wind, 
while the eld.er 81'1e has teethinc troubles'." phyllls' 
ptlmmey oG)us1nls h~r. w1ththe Britlsh fleet. He oome. 
to our place' nearly every seoo!id nlcht.. I:t, then, 
you hear m. 1t'1 th a Oemi sh acoent when next I p 
home, dell' t be surprised. phyl118 senda her leve, 
It so do I. ArthUr." 

We -alsQ reoelved, the fo11ewin letter from Fred:-

"N X 1'3961. P te~ Oookin,. 2/4 A. G. H. Australia. 
Tue •• 27th Feb.- 1'45.' I fJinoere1y h~e that my let~r 
tG) J.e , didn't distress ;reu or Dad' t •• 1DU0h,' but I sti-
II thln~ tht" i rem ai~.!III.D.sen.e p'.ln t of' vi elf I d~d 
the ric t , ~n. If lt wain't for the oenser I tb1~ 
that I oould preve to J\lu that what I did ,,!aa, ~O~tthee 
beat.I debated a len, time wi th myself, It tilke 
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ever with wal too before I wrete &: tGld. yeu', but what "-
finally decided. me te let yeu know was was the f&et 
that I wan ted you to, be able to knew that what I wri"" 
,. whether pod. or b.,., yau oan rely on me to tell ytWU 
"fair dinlcum'. . 
I had a very in tel'est1acletter from Ive throu,h the w 
week ,~ r only wish r oould do half .s w.ll. A~ last I 
oan tell 'Y9U that I arB belal .el1 fed. Ie that there's 
nethin, w:renr; 111 th lie. I, dea' t knew whether \fa1 wId 
YIDU that he had strained his siide, or net; 1 twas n.th
in: muoh; he 'never missed any wert, but, it was suffioient 
to B,tep him' fr&m playin, tennis.' However, 1.st Satur
day he was qui te , k when I saw him, Ie he was ru.nnin, 
around the o.urt like a 2 year old. ' 
I.,y Wret-e about selng ila.L'v Wal had b",'.u,ntlt.t IiGO thai..: 
]A) ..... iiWli:1, so [ SUI,J~ose that he had her hctme tee: y-Gu never' 
said anythinr; 8:bout her, Ie althouth h;e read Ive's let'ber 
he never said anythinc about her, e1 ther. Why all the 
secrecy? . r-(m still 8w.i tin, on details of Art's 
exam, &: a copy of the BReviewll abeut J~.. . 
Yea, we had a pretty oreGk sort of a sterm-- 7 im fact-
wi th trees &: tents beia, blo1fU Wlltll', put there was a. 
repert ef it in the ,looal rar, .0 I sUppose the details 
areferb1ddea •. There 1s very little ne •• here at the 
best ef times, &. noll' that we have.e many preb1bi t"';ed 
tepios i~ i8 beo.m1n~ 1aoreaa1n,ly hard, t. write. 
If Ive haem't teld m~ about Mar.) Ie the Yank I would have 
known nothia" fer Yral never, tells me muoh. ' 
I was.orry to' hear ab.ut aullt Viole", but se!:l1eh •• ,ne 
matter .hat happeatd, er happens tea ~.r,., I oan',t 
help but f~l . that he's earntd everytb11l1 wi th 1~terest. 
He'a still ,ettin, b_efiis from 1t, &: if he's ever 
wanted t. he'll do tho .a.e thin: alaia. 
The weather here is .extra het &:. humid~ w1 th a' atorm 
every n1cht or 2; but, as yeu knell', I I m ill a pod bu
ild1ne With ne trees near eneur;h te fall de. throur;h 
the ~~f, aa they, did. te 3 ~:r 4 .th~ butld1nrs. ' 
Thi B seems about all for now. I hepe that Dad' s teeth 
satisfy ~m, &: that he deesll't have'them in hiB pooket 
mere than in his meut; & that the oreok weather ~'re 
~~1\nlew1~ii y;~ii(tY~ti" 'ii\· ~it,h~~~n't . 
Fred it • 

I 

' .... ,,~ 
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Tuesd.ay Mar. 6, 1945. We have reoeived this fr0m F10.:-

II SIIX 15 Nynran, 28-2-1945. Dear· Mother &: Dad, 
I reoei ved yaur Ie tter tl)-nir;ht tel11n, meGef Jose beins; 
ill, & Valerie went strai,ht back to the post offioe 8: 
booked a oall for 8 p. m •• After wAi tine for the oall 
fer about an heur. I came frem the pheae '00% very dis
app.ttlnte:.t at not bain, able to hear Dad apeakinc, &. I 
don't think he eeuld hear me very well, but I hope 
that I haaId wall enou.:h to understand that Jose is on 
the mend. Mother's letter is l't'Xi tten en the 26th, s'o 
I.'thQu~ht that in these 2 days there would be some 
chan,e, I sinoerely hope, for 5he better, but wri te 
often while he is there, will you ? &. let me knowhow 
things are. It' pretty horrible bein, so far away when 
anytlne i!J ill; & espeoial1y your little par, llether, 
about people beint ,lad when you take your last ride. 
It d0esn't help to oheer ene up: surely you don't beli
eve it. 
Regardina: DGol; well, that is a "bi t of a blow to you, 
but yeu will cet more acoustemed to the idea as time ~ 
goes en, & he Will have very 11 ttle chanoe of ever be
ing in t:Q.e frontline. Anyhow, the war may be over be
fore he ie eVer sent away again. We had a letter frCilUl 
pip, & he said that 'uQol would be there far months 
(Brisbane) SQ try net, tG worry ab0ut it l;>ecause all 
the worry in the 1fE)rld will not undo it,. & you will 
Gnly make yourse,! ill. , I heard Dad. eay on the ph(!)ne 
that Ethel was siOk; that was the enly thin~ I heared 
clearly. Don't far get to tell me all about it when YC)U 
write. I hOpetha~ she i8 well q8iIl by the time you 
reoeive this. We are all well· so you haven't any wer-
ry on that soore. Robert ~s leokin, cood; no more stye 
I I 11 g1 ve you the name ef the tablets he 1s tak1n, at 
the end ef the letter; they seem to be doing- their Job. 
He went to Verla's birthday party to-day &: had. a good 
time. Mrs. Yount; 8: Beverly were up ~or tea &: went do-
wn to the phone with me. Mr. &. Mrs. Rees)tUI &. f em-
ily went down on Tuesday's train fGr 3 weeks holiday, 
& are oal1ing ever to see you. Mr. Rees returned the a"" 
book's, Dad. I will send. that partioular Gne on to yeu. 
Did you say that we could keep the ethers-- if YQ)u 
did I must say a big thank you, beoause they are lovely 
books; but if yem didn't say it I 111 send them on to yeu. 
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I doni t expeot tCt nave Valerie here muoh lenter; she 
has Joined the WR.ANS " that 1s the navy, & hopes to be "
a clerk 1n that branch, &: if· she is rejected there she 
~oing to apply for Dursin" at prinoe Alfred. heepi tal. 
Bhe had a letter from bel' bess who is~en holidays in 

ydney, It be wants her t& try ,to wi. thdxal'l her aopl1cat
fon, & he will tr¥ ye have her transferred . sa· Just 
wbich oae of the 3 will be her fate I doni t know, but 
she 118 iJ tired of Nynr;an I.: WGuld do almost anytbinr; tQ ,'et 
away. he may be here some weeks yet,but it won't be t~o 
long, I think, she is makin, so many moves to let out. 
! t is good to know 'that Phyllis & Ql'eea are almost well 
a,ain. I had a letter fr&m Olive~durint the week. She 
is on h(i)lidays at Kateomba. She sa1d she was ,'talkin, t& 
Art recently. I tis not hot here, Motll.er, Yeu should 
try Nyntall ; the weather is ,re&t just now. We had &lome' 
;:oed rain on Monday. 
~e11, my paper has run out,S€) I'll say ,ood night & 
oheer up.L(i)ve, Florenoe." The name of the tab] eta is 
"Tinoxid. 1I 

:rurn has received this letter frOID Mr·s. Merris:
"140 ,\Vil1iarn st., Ea;rlw$od, mMarchlet, 1945. 
Dear Mary, Vlell, Mary, here I am trying t. write yeu 
a few lines. I do hOpe that Mr. Oackin, is quite well 
ag;a1n.Helf did he ,et en wi th his teeth? I trust YGU 

are well, also all the family. I must ask hew did 
Flol'rie,ber husband,.O: little boy let Gn; are they 
better? How i8 Y0ur soldiel' bey; is he still ill. 
Brisbane? our lad is away up Nerth. The war does 
seem better, don't you think 1 I t will be' grand when 
it is allover &: we have WOll!.. Well, Mary, i"G is very 
hard fer me to write these few lines to you. Yeu would 

. ,et a surprise when yeu lOt ard ef my .ad. loS8. No. 
one knows what it i. .nly those whe have beeD. threu&h 
the s;une trouble. poor pa passed away very easy.' He 
wam enly siCk fer· a COUple ef weeks. Ua~t;1 e had him (tu t 
of bed each day to wash &. change hi m &: freshem up the 
bed sO as he oould rest oemfortably. She evea had him 
Gut of bed a few heure bet.r. he passed any~ He went 
eff smilinr; & never DlQVeGl. He .a.id. he was tired'& wa-

nted a lemg rest;eo God took him bome to rest; & I must 

I 
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prepare to follew h1~. He haa Just·gone a short time 
b'efere a., & I 1d-ll be lI'ai t1n, to follO.· on .. 
I am ~lad to tell fGu Margie, does seem a 11ttle better, 
& we hope she o0ntiaues to i~reve, for she has not 
been well ter a. long time... . 
Bill 18 well,s. ,c1ad t. aay, Ie of OGurse yeu will knew 
how. I f8el. Magel. &: Bill have meved. rae over to their 
plaoe. The cGtta,e whel."'e I 11Ted belonr;ecl to them. It 
is so14 ROl'l,It waa a l,o"',e;1;1 .little place all on eae 
flGer, but ¥,age;ie sai4 I oould. not step' by my •• lf t esp
eoiall y ,wi th Jlybad. l~,.She i8 a naderful dauillter 
te me, helps tae all she oan. Bill i8 alse aped ohap 

8" would net neflect rae. . . . ' 
So nQ1f, Mary, wi th leve from Mar;gie &. my.self,kind re,ar
~8 from Bill,I will olose.From your old friend 
E. Morr1s.~t " . . 

, i 

This afternoon we received the following from Wal:-

1159 Gregory Ten~oe,: Brisbane, 2-3 .... 45~· 
Dear Folks,N e~s of Joe.' 8 s1okilel;~ 1s ra.ther disturbing, 
& 1 hoe by now h1s oond1 tion bas shown a marked 1~
rillvement. His entry' to, hosp:ttal for prOper treatment 
is reassuring, but J. WOUld urge' that he get spac1a];.. 

ist atterit.ion, as 1t app~ars that'the troub1e 1n dia
gnosing the. trouble,& time is valuable. 
The photo, of Fred need not, be retum,e<t - he simply 
asked me to send 1t on to you. I e:xpeot him to see 
me again to-,morrow, ~ he may play tenn1s 111 th us 1n 
the afternoon. He oame up to the' game last Saturday. 
& I invo1 ted .h1m to play. ' : 
I was glad to get your nps of Art, Phyllis & Doreen, :~ 
also Flo. Bi.ll, & young f.\oben. News that 'Doreen., Robert 
IA~ZZZ ,are dOing well, also that Dad is getting on well 
with his new teeth, 'were very welcome.' ' 
I have a, new t~ewri t~r ri0Don for Dad, wMon I hOpe 
will be, the r1ght si ~e, &whion I will send down WIlen 
I get a, ohanoe. I am also returning home, my birth oe-
rtifioate, .wh1on has served its purpose in oonneot1on 
wi th the Superannuation Fund, & oan riow be put away 
in safe keeping again lThank yOu~ 
Sinoe my last letter )aclt Gi1.e~, has again been in Bns
bane & spent some time wi th me~' I also had a letter 
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frbm Esme Sattler whO asked to k1nd~y be remembered to 
I took Reg.. David to golf last week-end & taught hlm '
all I knew about the game. I had. dlnner at tbelr place 
on looIunday evening, & Mrs. David told me o'f ber visl t t 
to Bob's I last year.eto. She is a very friendly & 
hospl table person, v.ery muoh like Jl~s. Bobs. We were 
gOing on a fishing trip down the Bay this week-end, 
but 'the boat on wbloh we were going bas be~ oommande
ered for a montb by the O. S.I.R. for a survey of sea 
weed. Thats abou t all the news .for now •. 
Thanks for "the birthday present.It just happened to 
arri·ve when I was a bi t short of ready 0 ash to pay 
for a broken axle.in .the oar. Oh~erio. Wal. n 

Sun. Mar. I 1, 1945. I got my usUal injection last Thur~ 
I oould not get any, film or paper at kodaks., 
We have reoeoved this letter fr9m Art & Phy11is:-

137 Ll vingstone Rd._,Jl~rriokvill a, fue$day (6th) 
. Dear Folks, Thanks for the opupons, Mum; I used 22 
of, them .to bly a pair of pants & a'shirt. I, oan do 
without a sports ooat until after June, so I didn't 

't- get/ a ooat aLfter all. We di.dn t t. buy tba t b~ock of la
nd a t Sylvania beoause i.t 'W'as too bushy ,bu t we hope 
to purcllase a blook at Hurstvl1le to-mar,row. I I 11 tell 
you about, it if' & when we r~.lly do get it. After 
about 3 weeks we'll no longer be living here.' We have 

he chanoe of a house, then, for a period of at . least 
b mon ths-- may be till the end of, the war,' so we are 
taking it. More of that, too, wben we ·have actually 
moved. I'm sendong 2 01(1 sui'ts to-morrow night to 
Waratah, as- before.' We 'both hop that Joe proves to be 
o k. No ,doubt his oond'1 tion is due to being .over 
heal th-oonscious 7 & over interested in quaoks. 
Now that the doctors have thelrhanda ,on him they( 11 
probably fix. him up pretty well. The ho:ur is pJ.;~1ivy . 
late, so I' 11 c,lose now but you oan eXp,ect qu,l t.e a. 
long letter (whioh I' Ii get Phyllis to wri te) in the 
very near future.' 
P. S. Thanks very muoh, llum,for the promise of a tea.
oosy. I'll accept wi th p1.easure. the one you have made 

as even thougb you think i tpaltry oompared wi th yo
~s,I'm sure it will be much nicer than the one, the 
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I 

-

I 



I 

;. , 

:if] II 

15. 
one I have at presen t.The next time you wri te to us 
you 1will be addressing 2 property owners. We have pur
o nased a blook of land at Hurstville on a delightful s
pot, in an elevated position --oountrified yet handy 
to nus or train. We will draw a deta1led map later on 
& send, to you As regards to the house we are moving in(i9, 
there are 3 bedrooms, & the rent is,only 25/- per week. 
You will both be able to oome &,$tay with us for a long 
holiday.' More about that in next letter too. I am 
anxious to return your ration book as soon as possible 
L-ove from us all., Phylli s. " 

Fri. Mar.' 23, 1945. Sinoe my last entry I have been 
ma&1ng a Daniell oell of ooper wire, so' I have negleoted 
~y diary. Yesterday I went to Newoastle & got an injjeo
tion ~n my t'ft arm,as it is the baok week. Sister Gr
eueJ.J. was not back from her lloliday1ng. I oouid not buy 
any paper nor film at Kodaks, but I -bOught lb yards of 
oopper wire & a packet of P1nousion flower seeds at 
woolworth's ,& some pOppy,. plants at anotner pJ.aoe 
iv.i. Mu.m. YQo-lib.i.daywt:Jtik I aaa.!lti i.nJQuul.on, 1n m>, .L·1.6ll'ti 
aJ.·!tl. J. OOUJ.a. not see the dootor at Mayfield in the 
evening,nor on Frida.,y, & I forgot to go down for a 
oerti ~1oate on moo.' tues. & wed.ne~da.y. I went last 
evening, but the oonsul ting room door was sh~t 7 a 
notioe on 1 t Said that dootor Opitz would not be there. 
I got a oertificate thi' evening. ,.. 
Jose 1s still off work, but e~eots to start again next 
mo nda.y. He lent me a book enti tled liThe Surgeon's Ii:>g. 
I q,relsions Of the Far East, n 302 pllges by J: John- ' 
ston braham, wit 8 ~llustrations. 1914. Ihave read 
24) pa~es. I t belongs to, llr. Sweet, a neighbor of 
Jose l s." We have reoe1 ved the fo110ning lettera. l"rom 
Gladys, Walt, & Florenoe. This undat~, is fro Glad.)-

First Avenue, Warrawong,' Satu:rday. Dear Mum. Your 
letter. to hand, for which I thank you. We are pleased 
to hear that you & Dad are well. We are all well here 
also.- I hOpe that Jose 1 s his old self again by the 
til1leyou rece1ve this letter. It's not much goOd being 
s1ok; ,Remember me to Ethel when you see her, & tell her 

~~~lI t~oaiys~e b~lio~1fo~~ t§~nhe;~~'~ti~tti as 
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for her exam she p~~8ed last' year. She got a ored1 t paS'S. 
She's doing real w811at sohool. I've put in a slip of 
paper: I thought that Dad might like :to see 1 t. I don't 
knoll' if the Oookings mentioned in the slip are relations 
or not There's no news here to tell you about, sO I'll 
say good bye _ 7 hest of luok to you all. 'ramus all 
here. Glad. D P. S.' Haven't seen the Dapto orowd, so 
don'tknow how they are •• " 

The second letjer oame from-walter:-
11159 Gregory Terrao , ,9-j-45.. DtHU' '·oJ.k.s, 
Must ap>O.1.0g... C):;;;!'...I . in w:ri ting,but -:tla.ere·~ 
has been p to wr1 te about, &' I felt 
at ease after good news of Joe's improvelJMJnt.' 
I would also be pleased to hear of Ethel's improvement.: 
~ews of Elsie Wb1 tten' s death 1s very unfortunate.'; & 
I am afraid, too, that it was Netta' a son who has died: 
He W&8 a nioe 11ttle kid, but I have heam it suggested. 
that Netta & Oharlie were rather inolined to neglect 
him in favor of the busines8,although that seems hard 
to bell eve.' Your mention of, Dad's eye getting, better 
makes me ourious as to what was wrong 1r1th it. I hOpe 
he hasn't been neglecting it again;' His health should 
improve now if he is able to, get along well wi th hie 
new teeth. Fred was w1 th me 9.aga1n last Saturday & is 
looking very _ f1 t. We het! dinner together, &. I was 
very IDllCh interested to read. a letter from Daplme,wh1oh 
was well oonstruoted. & made very pleasant rea41ng.' 
Good work, 'Ourly" t~ Jack Giles has juet arrived baCk 
from 'r01m.eV1~.1~, ~n18 time en his way South to piok up "'
another ship. He 1 s 8pendi~g the night here wi th me,' 
& will leave in the rrlo:rning. The wea t1tel' hel' e >iUS 
cooled off a 11 ttle &. is now qui te pleasant after having 
been very trying for 80me weeks. Queensland's olimate 
18 pretty good, taken all round. 
Reg. David -1s wanting -me to go to B1llldaberg wi th him at 
Easter, but It is 'a long wa.y for 4 daye, &. I am inolln
ed to stiok to my original Intention of going to Burle-
1 gh Heads, to whioh place I may be able to take the oar 
(about 60 miles). I sent Dad a typewri ter ribbon, 
whioh I hOpe arrived safely,&' whioh- I ~pe f1 ts •. 
0heerio. wal." 
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·This one 1 s from ? ~orenoe;-
,,~X 15 'Nyngan 9-'-4~. !Jear Mo.,ner &: !)8.Cl, 
we were glad to have yOUI' letter, also one fx:om IVy on 
the same day, telling us that Jose was at home & very m
uoh i~rovs:l. We hope by this time he is qui te well 
again.' If you have lost the name of the tablets that 
Robert has been tak1ng, here 1 tis again- Tlnox1.d--
the direotions are on the bottle. I :think Dad should 
take' them too. Besides taking the tablets, I rub Golden 
Eye Ointment on the lids at night, & bis eyes improved 
almost as soon as I started the treatment. He is looking 
very well now, & is getting quite fat.; I f we. don't wa.
toh him he would eat all the tablets at once •. The 
other ~ay he asked me what they were fade of. I told him 
I didn t. know. He sa1d ,til lub em Mum; know they made 
of water,ol'ang juioe, (o;ange) & Jinned (skinned )pu-
Py dogs." So if that iStl' t a good oombination It 11 eat 
my hat. He says the queerest things. AnytlOw, on Bob
ertl s recommenda.tion I think that Dad should try them 
& try to gues; the ingred1ents, but I don't think he 
will arrive at the same oonolusion 8S Robert. His 
two main thoughts seem. to be what santa Olaus will bring 
him next tllue,& when will he go' to see Gumma & Dad again. 
We had a very nioe letter from NrS. Smith. (who lived 
next door) to-d.ay, & he tells us they have arrived " 
in Newc aatle, al though it seems as though 1 t will be 8 ' 
some time before he is quite right agaian. He is 
liVing wi th his parents\(n Bolton street for the present. 
Valerie has been reJeo1ted for the navy, & is going to 
go to the prince Alfred hospital to train, if she can, 
bu t so far has no-:t been acoepted, so it is likely she 
will be here for a few months; but of course nothing 1s 
defini.te, • As far, as wan ting to leave N y~mgan i f3 conc
erned, Mother, just now it 1s a good. place to be in, 
& has been for weeks. The weather is perfeot: it would 
just. suit you. The train serVioe to Bourke is altered. 
again, & Bill has to go to-morrow (Saturday) instead 
of Monday, & will return on the following Friday. 
He 1s very disappoint~ to think he has to spend the 
week end in Bourke, &: of coUl"se I am too, but then he 
will be home, one day earlier.-, 
We are making a gal.'den aga1n now' that the hot weather 
has gone. When we oame home from Newoastle our garden 
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was ruined; so we haven·t bothered about it until now. "
Well, it's close down time. I must answer Ivy' e letter 
to-night. Ioiheerio. Love from us all. Florenoe." 

I I 

SJn. Ap.l, 1945.lister Bone, who is in 8ister Grenell' B 

place while she is on bolidays,gave some patient. an 
injeotion la.tThur~ay,but as sister Bone had ~ attend 
an urgent Oase a nurse gave me my inj eotion. UrE vane 
from Sneers point was present after being off ill for 
about a month. I could not get anybpe;per or film from Ko 
Kodaks. I- botigllt 2 packets of onion eeed.s at Wool-
worths. ,I went to Mr8. Longworth & she took another 
wax impresSion of my lower teeth. I did 'not pay Mrl!l. 
Watt. aa pensioners were paid on the wednesday as " 
last Friday was Good Friday. Jose IVY,& the younga-
s Cere bave gone by oar to Nab1ao to stay wi th Daisy, 
& Frank Perry •. Jose had his antrums oleared again 
before he left here. The war news indioates that 
Germany is about beaten,& Japan is be1ng bombed 
by the ranks & the Brt tish. Yesterday waa a oold, 
rairjy day, but to-day 18 8Wllly. I got a certifioa.te 
from dootor Qpitz on thursday .~ening & posted it 
to Mr. J.E. Jones. 

We received the following letter from Florence !

"Nyngan 21-3-45. Dear Folks, We were very st.p:pr
i sed to knOlf t~at Jose was still off work,&. if he 
has to take any more time off tell him to pOp in the 
train &. come to Nyngan, a good old quiet town,no ~ 
xCitement, no nOiee,no ~ytb1ng muoh,but he oould 
have a good qui et rest &. a change. ' 
The trains run every day to & from Sydney,So tbere 
i 8 no overorowding now. ~yhow lfe 'Would be glad to 
have him, &. the ohange may do him a lot of good. 
I n fact both be &. IVy could oome, but I don't think 
that IVy would take the trip,.he seeme d ~etty d
e fi ni te about that when I Spoke to her about 1 t 
ono e before. Now--many thanks, Mother, for that 
pretty tea-cosy; 1 tt II beautiful,& I am very proud 
of at, tt, tI hilIl' t find any of· the f aul ta you men t10ned 
~o 1 t has an A 1 mark. I had forgotten all about -' 

~6 (0 



I 

.. 1 

v r 19. ' 
it, & Bill was just as annou8 as I wa. ~o see th e 
contents'of the box. It was,a pleasant surprise,& carne 
in very handy for our"partyV as Robert oalled 1 t, to-daYe 
He told. 8e eral of tb.e nfJlghbor~ that we wer'e having ,-
a. party to-day; & when they a.sked. him if it wa.s hi e b-
i rthday he said ,"No, 1 tt & Dadd,y' s & MummY' e;". I twas 
our wedding anniv:ersary,as younknoYf, but of couree he 
couldnrt understand that. I must tell you a Ii ttle 
funny bit about him-- He always listens to the kinder
garten session at 9-30 ,a.,m. ,& he had, the aong a bi t 
mixed this afternoon.He was lying ~n the floor singing 
"Ohug,ohug,ohug, I'm a 11 ttle mug", iniltead of "I'm a 
little tug. It sounded a bit queer to me,seeing that 
he i8 suoh a shrewdie.H~ h&e a nice little boy at 
the back to play wi th nOlf --, Bri en Ossler-- Mrs. 8i
mpson'E grandson. You will,remember Mrs. Simpson with 
the old fel.t hat. She 18 a queer old tbing,but' I think 
she i. fond of ohildren. Robert.apends a, lot o:f time 
there. It's good. news about Art,isntt i:t? He must 
be pretty sure of staying in Sydney for a few years. 
Have they been bome since Ohristmas ?' I t would be a 
good idea for you & Dad to. go down for a while. It'8 
time you had a bi t of pl.aBure: you oouldnt·t have 
much when' we were younger. 
Mrs. Young haan l t been well lately. She played tennis 
one night last week, & the next day she fainted. tWioe, 
so ahe went & aawthe doctor.,& he said i.t i8 heart 
trouble. .The eame thing happened a Ii ttle while ago, 
& we went to doctor Forbes,& he said the same thing, 
ao she has to take tb1ngs quietly. Her mother i8 co
ming from InverelI to Spend a. holiday with her; so I 
suppose ehe wi.!l be here next week. Mrs. Young oomes 
oftm--. was here on Sunday & is coming to-morrow.. She 
18 very nioe, much younger than I am--only 26. Mrs. 
Fl.ee. is .back, bu t I haven't seen her yet. I wonder why 
they didn't call. It' 8 my let'ter-vri ting night,. so 
1.'11 finish up. Love to .the hill-billiea. Hope Jose is 
soon o.k.again.Don't forget to tell him. Love from all. 
Florence. " 

We also received. this letter-oard from Arthur:-

It 196 Illawarra Road. ,Mal'r1ckville ~ Wednesday (28th). 
near Folks, This is' just to show that we haven't 
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forgotten you. As you oan aee, we have been in the 
throes of moving· furniture. our new Joint i8 a semi- "
detaohed p-laoe,not as olassy as "Nursies ll , but g-
ood enougb for us,& a li'ttl. bi t oheaper. One of 
uswould have wri tten to ,younsooner (we moved on M-

I 

onday) but Fred Wheaton"who is' now 1n Sydney, took . 
up muoh of our time. We are .s2! going home for 
Easter, but you, Mum & Dad(& Ohip too if 1 t oomes to 
that) are invi ted to our place after Easter. We 
have tons of room. You oan ~o~. :when you l1ke & stay 
as long as you 11ke. Think it over. Arthur." 

Wed. Ap.4, - 1945. Yesterday I reOe1 vea 2 le:tters; tile 
ilrst 1s from Mrs. f. Webste:r.:,Gre.enf1e,ld Terrace, 
portreath,& 18 as fol1ows:-

"15 Greenfield Terraoe,p~rtreath,nr ~edru~h, Oornwall, 
Jan. 23, 1945. Dear Mr. Vooking, Many thanks fCj)r pa-
per reoei ved: 2 more oome to-day • We have enjoyed readin 
them. HOpe you got my letter with best wi.hes for the 
Ohristmas & New' Year. We had a qlliet Ohristmas, & not 
too bad. with regard. t~ food. We d1dn' t ·Potherabout 
the eating...;.. we wantedi t peaceful & with this dread-
ful war over as soon as poss1ble. Lots of our young 
men from here have It'-st their lives & left little, 
Obi ldren fatherleas. our Frank is training now for 
oyereeae. He i. in Burrey. poor boy, wedQn't know 
wnen we will see him again.And Fred is laid,up; he 
ha.s had. rheumatio fever) b.een in bed 10 weeks; but 
gl~ to say he is getting better. They have a lovely 
baby boy after 14 years. Frank's li ttl.e girl Joyoe 
is net very w.ell. she .i8 a lovely Ohild

l
' & a big girl 

to he~ age. Hope your little grandson s well •. We 
hav.e lot.s of Ohildren poorly arQund bere •. Th,e weather 
been very bad th1s winter, very. oOld,& l()ts o:f frost, w 
Wind,. & snow, &. weoan'tstand up to ;It,leaving out 
the ohildren. We all h-.ve been ,seedy. H~e you &: Mre. 
Qooking are ke.ep1ng fairly well, &: all your f,am..ily. 
You must excuse thi a ahort letter : I have brpken my 
glasses,8o I'm ~oing my best witho~t them.We wiah we 0 
could see the end of thi.s dreadful war, but we reall y 
think the end is not ·far off·thank God for that. , , 
I t worries everyone. of us. I'm' glad to tell you my 
ankle has healed: it made me worry; I was afraid I .. ~ 

I 



I 

,n 

... 

)..1 

2L . . 
should not heal it. Now i t~a~ go,ne,& I f.eel so muoh b 
better in health. Father has been fairly well all the 
Winter. our girls are very well. Myra is near home; 
that'. something; she oan get to her work on her bike. 
Kathleen is sti.1..lat Fa+~uth: she i8 well & happy--
i tl s home to her. Not heard from my oousin for a ang 
while nowjhope he is 0 k. we are grateful for the 
Russian help;. they are doing grand work: we oan' t be 
gratef~l enough for their help. 
Your verses you sent were fine; we have read them over 
many times: ,they are good. Now Mr. Oooking I must hurry 
to oato~ post. We send our kindest regards to you & 
Mrs. Cooking. We remain your sino ere friends H.& E. 
Webster." 

The ot.l:le letter is from JJ,~. :H'innemore:-

"Bogan street, Nyngan.3~3-l945. Dear Mr. Cocking, 
I am afraid you must have a very poor opinion of me 
for keeping you wa1tingso long fer those prints you 
asked for;but it's been rather awklraro , as I had to 
do it during my dinner hGur. I had intended w&1 ting un
til to-day to do it,but wa.s asked to take some snaps 
of the new Nyngan, ambulanoe,& of the speakes at the 
handing over of i tt&had the one negative left over. 
I still Gwe you a .l1ttle,but will add it en n.ext time. 
I have Just managEd to get hold. of a : t plate Graf
.lex oamera in good oondi tiona So oan I impose on your 
time again when you go to Newoastle ,& get YGU to try 
to obtain for me the following films: flO. S S 151 at 
3/- (it's a. roll film); 1 dozen out films! plate, 
sUp er X X or Hyperp an. 
I would be very grateful if you could obtain ei the1' 0 

of the a'DOve, or both of them. You oan get several lots 
if 1 tis possible. You need not bother them any more 
for papers, as I now have a reserve of about 3000. 
Thanking you onoe again for your past kindness 1n 
getting materials for me. Yours sinoerely J.F1nnemore.u 

Jose,Ivy, & the ohildren returned from Nabiao yes..terdav 
evening. Jose is much better. I typed a 4 page .letter 
to the Websters to-day. 
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Tbur. Ap.; 5, 1945. This morning I pGsted a letter to the 
Websters & one te Mr. J. E. Jones re the siok pay frem the .)" 
Gardeners' ledge. I had an injection in my left arm from 
81 star Grenell, who is back frem her holiday outing. 
I bought a packet of epioure beans at Selfridge's, & 
a siXpenny bunoh of stooks ax • At KGdaks I paid 976 
for a 2 dozen paofet of out quarter plate films for 
Mr. Finnemore. This aftern&on I paid fivepence h 
haJ.fpermy to register & post the packet. I oought 
a 2/- oOpy of "Sc;)Viet Strength" to send to Mrs. Webster. 
I sowed the epioure seeds this evening, & helped 
Mum to dig-thegrGWld to plant her stooks. Mum went 
out in tbe oar· with Jese & IVy this afterneon. The 
dootorhas given Jose another week off work. I lent 
I~ ten pounds to day ,as Jose has not bean paid s 
since he left werk,but bis pay for the full time is 
waiting at the offioe fer him. 
To-day we received this letter frem Florenee~-

IINyngan 3m April 45 •. Dear Mother & Dad, We' were pl-
eased to have your letter at the week-end: it was ohoe-
a block full of news this time; although the news (l)f 
Jose ian't so goed. It's 'a pretty usual thing for na-
sal oases to be pretty lengthy affairs, so don't wor-
ry about it; he will be 0 k when. Jt:. Watkins finishes 
with him. It's good to know that Art bas moved: it's h~ 
bard to imagine them away from Nureie. How is Dad 
getting on with his new teeth? I haven't got mine yet: 
I keep postpEming it. Such a lot ef peeple have diff
iculty with the lower set that I am a bit hesitant to r 
try them, but one of these days I'll make the appointment. f 
HoVl much do they oost ? The dentist here oharges 24 r 
pounds for a full set. I was wondering if you get it I 
ohciaper over tbere. How did you spend Easter ? : 
Did anyone visit you? 'We had a pretty quiet time.' l 
Valerie went out into tne OOU!ll;1"y, ex: tnere 18 nowhere ( 
1i1l) gO to in toWIl; so we stayed at hrme most of the time. r 
Va.lerie is, net sure whel'e she is go llg, nor when, but I 
a new ohap (Newton) is ooming this week, so she is r 
expecting a oa.ll to the WRANS,er n.ursin.g, or if beth of I 
them fail she will Be transferred. We bad Mrs. Yo- f 
ung's mother Up on 5tmday:' she i8 very n10e,& 'I am geing t 
wi th bex & l{r s. Young far a ht'ke to-:norrQw a;fte:mGon. , 
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\"le have (l)ur new neighbours (Hollands ),but don't 
knolt' them very well yet. HalTen't- been to the Rees' 
yet since they returned. ,What bad news it was about 

. Netta Hooker's boy & Elsie Witten. They will both be 
badly missed. Did N'etta have any other children ., 
Bill saya'tell Jose nGt. te worry about the oarburetter 
until he hears from him again.- I mentiQned the name 
of the ohap that is coming to the bank here: thought 
perhaps Mrs. Mlll'phy might know him; hd 1s frQm Galargam'oon 
e. Well, it's time tG olose down. Isn't the war news gQC 
good? Oheeri •• Leva frem us all to all the clan. 
F lereno e. It 
.... 
eat. Ap.7, 1945. To-day 1 s' C8 ld. & rainy. We rec eived 
~his letter frem Fred:-

UN x: 1939bl pte. F. 8ctOkillg . ',2/4 A.G. H. Austral! a 
3rd April ,1945. I fully i m.tended to wri te t& you 
on E.ter :b rida)", aa I did last year, but for the last 
few days I'Ve had a oold -- practioally better n01f--

, but it ma1.e me feel 8. dull & stupid tl1at about naIl 
I've been good ·for' lately 1e sleeping, & I've had pu.enty 
of opportunity ever the bOlidays. I enly went int. 
town. for 1 day, & things -in there are extra qui eta 
Wa! went down the coast fer Easter: he 1eft Thursday 
nigbti.:& was due back last night. . I had 2 days off 
8: would have gene down myself onlt fer feeling 800 
lethargio •. When we went to tam we intended to hi;/. 
ave a feed & go te. a ShOlf, but most ef the restaur
ants were olosed.The only one Open was a whinese j 
je1at, & only Ohow menus are o~oked. I'd-beeu war
ned by Wal that they are all takes, &. now I know 
how right he is. Four shillings for a bit of boiled 
fewl & a bi t ef half oGoked onien. Next time I'll 

,starve. Teatime we did all right, however, fer we 
found an ordinary one epen &: did •. k .for half a dG
lIar •. I'm still pledd1ng along, doing enough to k
eep me hapPJ',& not' eneughto make me lose weight; 
& in a day 81' 2 , when live completely lest this 
cold I exoeot to be fullef beans again.. 
I hi m L~:rry 'tG hear about Ethel being D.Gt t&O good • 
S e thlnlts a lot e:r &. Dad, so. she's • k by me. 
Did she go to the hG~~ta~,& did t~ey de her any 
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good? Now that 'Dad has his teeth he sh$uld ~ok 
Ii ke a young bloke again'. I suppose that ?lal has 
told yeu about Reg. David. I, have met him a oouple 
of times & have been impressed :Jby him' on each time. 
He' e a real deoent sert of a bleke, & he reminds 
me very muoh of JOl1onny, Ro... Ht s Just a. 'boi sterous, 
bu~ he' net like Johnny 1s, always telling YGU how 
he' sgo1~g to g1 ve dough away,., & tak1ng 'people do-
wn a.t every eppertuni ty. ' > 

He l salway 1. asking me IJXtliJi~eif there' is anything, 
tha;t I want, & wanting me to meet his, parents, but 
I tell him the same as I tell you that ther~t s not
hi ng that I want. Sti 11, I appreciate him for asking 
me. I wa.s re'al lfOrried ataut Jee be1.ng orook, & .dam't 
know fer certain yet that he ,1,8 better &' on the J&b' 
again, but think that he must be, as l(ve heard no
thing to the contra;r:y •.• How is everYGne dew there? 
I supp()se that >the ohange in the weat.her has given 
most of yeu CG)ld~, but I knaw that rout 11 be better 
sui ted wi th the oQlder weather.. Has Dad Ihad my 
blood oounts lately? He-should be due for ene soon. 
It's terribly hard to wri te; ne news, & if there was 
I wouldn't be able, to wr1 te about it, s() I 11.1. have 
to. tinish up. All the best. Fred." 

Sun. Ap.. 15, 1945~ ~ast Thursday I gilt an 1nJ eot.ien 
in my right arm from sister Grenell. I could net buy any 
Hyperpan films from Kod,aka. I bought a paplcet of drum
head oabbage seeds at?lGol~erth' s. I paid Mrs. Watts 
a shil11ng eacb for self & Mum fer jihe pensioller'S' .ti.ss_ 
sQoiation. Georg~ Millar. wife was buried at Sandgate 
last Thursday. She had been 111 a very lCDng time & had 
almost lost her reasQn. She & George. h.ave been in the 
Salvat10n Army fo r. many years. J.B.· is gradually getti ng 
well, but the dfl)oto;o wil·l not .Let him go to WGrk yet. 
The pii.pers report the sudden death of president Roose _ 
v.el t. The Ru.si~s bave taken V 1 enl?-a, &, the European 
war seem. to be very nea rl.1 end~ by t~e defeat Qf 
Germany. Last Friday .Art,Phyllls & Doreen Oame frem 
Marriokville·& stayed With us until this morning' .' 
they 0' "", , wnen 

. aught a train a.t ten to ten for 'i:)ydne'y 
They are all well. I re' ,~, . • 
from Mr. J.E.Jones:- Oel Ved tne !ollowlng note 

I 



I 
2 fJ . 25. 

"Grand Un1 ted Order of Free Gardeners of Australi a. 
Rosebud Branoh, No. 23. seoretary's address: 19 
warrah Street, Hamilton •• 
Bro. J. Oooking. Dear Sir & Bro. Re yoUI' note 01" the 
fitth of april. I . ma.y state I Qverpaid you on the 5/
soale & I have held p'ayment ,until it righted itself. 
You are now on the 276 per week Boale·during the period 
ef your illness, & will be paid monthly. The next 
payment will be due on the 25th af April,& 1 t will be 
only necessary to forwa.rd a oerti floate onoe per qu) 
art.x. I am sorry nat to have notified you earlier, 
eu t I have been very busy & unable to de so. 
Yours J. E.Jones, seoretary." . . 
Last Thursday evening I got a oert:rfioate from dootor 
Opitz, & posted it yesterday. Charlie mended Art?ur's 
wri st-watoh, but oould not :rep~a1:r phyllis' watoh.I nave 
o leaned & reoonstruoted a baby's swing-ollair, & will 
g1 ve it to Mr. Ea.staway. napDne has be.en given a ladi es l 

bicyole as a birthday preseat,as she is now lb. The 
Geographio Magazine for 'Maroh has not a~r1ved. from Am
erioa yet. 

Last week we reoeived this letter' from phyllis!

"196 Ill&warra RGad, MarriokVille 8-.4-45. Dear Mum 
& Dad, I t is raining oats & dO.gs te ni gi&,' too wet t~ 
go to the Sallies" so I thought i t wou~d be a good op
portun1 ty to wri te to you. I am 80 sorry that we did 
not menti0n the fact that the tea-oosy arri veq. safe & 
sound, but my bette:r half wi 11 have to be blamed for 
the omission ( I have been told to say that). We were 
pleased & p.J:'oud to reoeive your kind gift, & when Arthur 
said he intE'nded writing home I told him to be sure to 
thank you very muoh for the oosy., but, like most men, 
he remembered to forget to mention the n~ost important 
tti ng of all. He is duly pem tent & I have forgiven 
him, & hope you will fcrgi ve· him too. We 'WOuld like 
very muoh to Oome up & see you next week-end. There 
are two reasons, (1) Arthur is fe e.1ing a 11 ttle home
siok as it is quite a whils sinoe he saw you ootb 
(2) We m~y not be able to see ycm at all during the so-
hoo 1 bo lldays in MaYas the U i . . 

, n versity lectures cent" 
Due r~ght through the school vaoation.; & as this is 1-

the flnal year he is rather keen on attending every 
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lecture. Still we will be seeing you from t1me to tinf!, 
~yen if 1 t i G only foe a we-ek-e,nd now & then. "-
v.e 

are all keening-w~ll. eeoecially 14oreen. She is full 
of life & is quite a 11 ttle- girl now. She has a ne\"{ 
winter rig-out oonsi sting of a dusty w::ink c()at wi tb 
beret to match, & Mum ismakiag her a new frock of the 
s sme colouring. She re all y looks a lot alder than she 
i B, a1 though I thi.nk 1 tis beoause CDf her long hair ,as 
it is nearly down to hersh0ulders. Qu1te a number ef 
people bave asked me if she is 2 years old, & she is n-
ot yet 18 mpnths. ~ 
I am disappointed that nei ther of you are able to co
me & stay wi th us for a while, as we have Qui tensett-
led dom in our new hom.e. we Just do as we like & 
whenever we like. I told Arthur . that we'd be able to' 
have a fight now & again wi thout the danger of anyone 
1/ listening in'·. but we just oa.n't find a,nyth1ng to fig
ht ab(l).ut. The house itself is not half as nioe as the 
one we left. The back yard is very pekey, ,& the bre
akfast room is papered wi t~ a very dirty o.eloured pap
er. Tbe bath room, we seldom use, as the bad enamel 
has nearly all been chipped off; but we are on Gur own 
& that in i tsel! is worth more than sharing a mansion 
with anyone .elee. Dexeen has just had her last inj
ection for diphtheria. She has had no illJ'effeots at 
all from them. Some kiddies are, I believe, very ill 
after the vacoina.tion, but .our young lass ha.s been very 
lively, if not livelier after each needle. 
roan't think of any mere news just now. our kind regal's -r 
to the hi 11 billies. We are so glad to know that Jose \ 
is making satisfactory progress as regards to his health. f. 
Tell Oharlie that there is a little Jeb for him (1f he c 

will be so kind). Arthur's watoh has refused to fUIlctien ~~.' 
since I boilei 1 t in the oopper among the rest of my 
c lothes-- & my watch is just as stubborn. We will br
ing both 1Ii th us & leave wi th him •• Lots ef leve, then, 
ti 11 the week-end. Arthur & Doreen send. hugs & kisses. 
phyllis. 11 

~, Ap.15 continUed. Last week we got this from 
159 Gregory Terraoe, Brisbane,lO-4-45. Wal:-

Dear Folks, Sinoe last 1t'I'1 ting I have had letters from \ 
1 
I 

I 
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F10.& Joe,but have been too.busy to do muohwriting. 
Leat week-end was a normal-ene,exoept that the presenoe 
of Jack Gi les 1n Brisbane kept ~e pretty busi 11 oocupi eel. 
He has now gone again, this time heading for the phi1-
lipines. I&n MoLaren wrote to me the other day,& he too 
is in the Ph1ll1pines. Easter week was, of oourse, 
spent down at Burleigh Heads with 4 other ohaps,a.s pl
mI\ed, & we had. a really gOQd time. Next week-end I am 
planning to go on a fishing t~ip down on the Bay,& I 
'am hoping that Fred oan join us. ' 
N eWI of Art moving 0 ame' as a surpxi see I assume he hasn't 

. moved very far frem the ureViQU8 house~ Was also surp-
rised'to hear of the sale of hi. car. Joe's trouble 
seems .~o' be hanging on for a l.ng time., but. tb1. is 0 k 
if the.troub1e is finally reot1fie<i,a.s the reet will do 
him good. t was p~tlcu1arly pleased to learn frem' his 
letter that the 2 gal10n' ticket was so useful just at 
the right time,& I will do my best to send an oocasion
al eme d0W1l if possible. My broken oar-axle, JQ e, was 
oaused by starting the oar running backwaros down a 
hill out of the garage. The battery was fairly fl&t,& 
I had done the same thing several times befere,but the 
steel eventually' fatigued. t t oost me £ 6-4-0; 80 I have 
learnt my lesson. Of couree in any gear of lower ratio 
it would have been all right; but I was particularly 
fGrtunate ip getting ia. free tow by the R. .A..O.Q. ,& the 
car back Gn the rGad the same day. . 
So' Daphne is sixteen~' Amazingl Best wishs5, Curly 
& the Dead-end kids,not forgetting m.y old sparring 
l1artner. I was pleased. to hear that Dad's eye is. better. 
1 never did get to the bo ttom of that.) , aleo that hi e 

teeth are satisfactory. Cheeric for now. Wal." 

Mon. Ap. 23, 1945. I gGt my usual .injeotion frGm sister 
Lrrenell last Thursday. & she ii:dld me that she had. asked 
the deot0r abeut giVing me the double doses (i)f liver ex
traot,& he said she oeu1d give me the original dose of 
2oubio oentimetres. I could not buy any paper nor film 
at Kodaks. I bought a bundle or pOppy plants for Mum & 
a ~cket8 Qf greenfeast dwarf peae & a paCket of pe~sley 
seeds. Joee is not well yet, & the doctor (White) wants 
him to be Operated GO b . ' 

, , ut Jose 1s un ll1i 
have 1 t done. He had to se . . w ng to 

. e the doctor again to-day. 
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we have received the fellEndng letter frow,Florenoe: .... 

I1Nyngan (15) 18-4-45. Dear Fo Iks, How 1 s Jose? I 
"-

hope he is 0 k again. I am a few days late- with this let
ter, perhaps, but I have the kn1 tting ora~e & have al
mest f1ni shed a Jumper fer l1.eberi-mvery a~c8 it 18 too 
desp1te what they .ay about self-praise. My next jeb 
ill .nefar Bill; he'is a be ... ler ne ... & 8f oourse must 
have his oream jump'er. Hi. tu mmy ian t t quite big eno
ugh yet, but that may develop as time goes by. He is 
lOOking qufte well aa uaual & 1 t' & a very rare thing for 
him to have to take a tablet fer hi. old trouble. 
He looks 80' well that I .emetimes think' that he wi 11 mever 
have it again. but a trip to Newcastle upsets ,:th,~t theo
ry. we got QUr ne. neighboura Easter week, & they seem .... 
all right, but ne1i like 8mi the. There 1s always plenty 
of noiee in there new,· but tbat doesn't worry me; Il1ke 
to hear neighbours around, espeoially at night, when 
Bill & Valerie' are out, as they are now. 

We tried Robert out at ohurohon Sunday night, & he was 
fairly geod althwgh he ~as prettybered during the .er-
mon & wa.nted. to go heme aeveral times. After ohuroh 
Mr. Brand Invi ted me to have' a lfouppa N wi. th them. Mt. 
Ree s & 3 ether ohap& were there tee, 8e he oertain1y tri·.es 
to weloome people to hi8 ohurch. -He 18 very nioe (I 
think you met him) & iavery pOpular bere~ I well t t. 
the Ladies' Aid, & they hamded. m. the treaBUrer'lI jeb. 
They only have meetin.g8 f.rtnigh~ly, &: te-merro1r it's an 
American tea, so I'll have to find eut what gift, I oan 
take. You would be glad to hear from 1))01 (Fred ) 
again after 80 l.ng. It' 8 gc~ to knGw tbat Pip (Walter) 
has found Gl_d'a oousin , & I'll bet he enjoys the out
ings in the yaoht. Valeri;e is still wi tb us,&: 1 t is very 
indefinite for bawl.ag. oheis still 'waiting for her 
oa11 from the heepi t,al. ' I hope you go' to Art's plaoe: 
it will be a ge~d o1l:ange fer. you both. • I hope Art&: 
p'hyl11s intend ooming here 1nAuguat; or are they putting 
thei r saVings towards buying a borne. 'ut must have pret
ty definite ideas abeut being kept 1n Sydney, ~r 4e would 
hardly buy ground &: intend later to. build. 
There ian't much n~lI'B that I oan tell • it' 8 much 
harder for me to find news fer Y0U thartt t· 1s for yeu 
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writing from home'where I knew peepl • .-· If yeu want 
nelfS of· Robert I'll give you that he is still a obeeky 
little mieo~evous soamp,but still very lovable. 
Verle is moving to a house down.near the sohool en Sa
turday, & Robert cried to-night when he heard us apeak 0 

of it; but really he wen't miss her very much new as 
so Imloh of his time i8 spent wi th Brian Oasler at the 
back Gf here. Rsbert i8 -always "ooas" when they play. 
Brian i8 such a quiet little pl~id bey -- very pretty, 
& Robert is auch a wild kid,not so pretty as he was, 
but he always haa that e~ressiGn that he i8 just 
loeking round to see what misohief he oan find. He 
doesn't wander away now,exoept to Briants, so that is 
one ef my troub~e8 over •• 
I got a nioe brawn frook the ether day, but it was too 
big, so I took it aleng te a dressmaker to-day to have 
it altered. You may remember me telling you at Ohrist
mas time about-ordering a pair ef shees made to my me
asurements. W 11, they oame last week, after five mo
nths. They are~levely c£ oomfertable"even though they 
haven't any particular beauty abeut them. £. 2-15-6 
they cost, so they ,should be good. I was wondering 
if a pair lIOuld be good for yeu,Min, seeing the trQuble 
yeu have wi th shoes. They have a lot' of Cl..leliUrae.rfJ nere, 
~: 'tne1r main complaint is the length of time they wai t 
for the goads; but I think they are all satisfied with 
the el)oes vrlien 't~~~;,- uc,;, arrive •. '"fell, it's close down 
time • I oan hardly. keep', my eyes .Open .. Good night ,~ 
cheerio. L(J)ve from us all. Florenoe. ". 

}I'ri. p. 27 ,1945. Yesterday I went to~\; evrcastle & got my 
usuala'injeotion. frOln sister Grenell, who is to be married 
in 2 month's time. I premised to give he~ a little wedding 
present. I bought 2 small drills at the Uivio shop. 
At Mrs. Longworth' 8 I got my bottom teeth. I am now 
finished wi th going there,unleaa something goes wrong. 
Mrs. wngworth wants me to visit her in about 3 month's 
time to see how the teeth are working. BrG'lther Jaok 
:~ May viai ted us on Wednesday. Berlin i~ almost surrounde 
by RuSSians, & its fall is allllost certain soon. 
I bought a packet of II elox 116 paper at Koda.ks for Mr. 
Finnemore & sent it away yesterday. I paid Ml's Watts 
2/- fer the pensioners Assoo1atiGn. Yesterday we reoeived 
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the following letter from Fred:-

'"N X 193961 F. Oooking, Pte.' Un1 t or group 2/4 A. G.H. 
Australia 22 April 1945. 
I've been waiting for AX"G's Ilew adci.l'ess, &: I've' Just en
tered it in my little book so that if I feel likewrlti
ng to him some tim~ I' 11 know where to send it. It, 
glad. that he has shl.fted. to a place where he oan please 
himself more as to what he does, & although the nurses 
there were quite all right I(ll feel more like going to 
see him whel'!ever I' rn in Sydney, & I think that you'll 
feel,more oomfortable when you go too. ' 
I read your last letter to Wal yesterday. Joe must have 
been pretty orooknwhen he was at his worst) seeing that 
he hasn't started work yet; &: I suppose that he's 'Worry
ing his head off now that he is away for 80 l"mg~ but, 
as you say. the.sp~ll won't hurt either him or the B.li.P. 
'['he worst pa.rt of it is that he missed starting Teoh. J 

but there's always next yyear, providing of oourse that 
he does start again., I've always notioed that Gnoe yo~ 
~$op doing anything it's much harder to start again than 
it is if'~utd kept ,right on going. Still, it should be 
worth the extra eff&rt, as he only has 12 months to dG. 
I'm sorry, but I did not meet the ohap you ask about. I 
just do my job in the shop all day & seldom go near the 
wards I f I'd previously known him I . may have seen him w 
wandenng round, but to me he'd be Just another stranger • 
Last week-end Wal & Mr. Jenes & Reg. David went i,n a la
unoh d0"Wtl the Bay -somewhere,& they wanted. me 'b& go too, 
'but I coulq,n' t arrange it. I was congratulating myself 
on nGt going, beoaus~ it rained here, but yesterday they 
told me it was a real good ,day & n0t a hi t Jratny rainy 
or cold; so I missed again. you may· possibly have, Reg. 
to see you in a week or 2, so don't be surprised, if he 
rings you up', or even if he just plows in. He 1eoft here 
yesterda.y & is going to Melbourne, where he exp-eots to be 
for about 2 weeks, teen he's Ooatn, back to Gosfordi'& 
frem there to NeWOastle, Wal has given ,him a let OI phone 
numbers, & JOhfif l'1Gse1 s 1s one of them,so if' he & Johnn7 
roll in sone f don't be a bit surprised. I'd give·a 

quid to see them togetl1er, beoause they're very ~Oh to 
alike, so you can expeot plenty of noise if they 0 go 
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eee yau. 'I had a'bit ef a windfall th~e' week,£ 21-14-0 
in back money, & I'm getting the extra 2/-' a day : 28/
a fortnight. They atill owe me b penoe a day fer about 
14 months, but it will take around 3 montha befel'S I get 
1t, I suppese. I hadso"me money that I hadn't drawn 
befo.re,' but last Wednesday I took the lot-- £ 43-- &: 
>' yesteroa:y I gave £. 35 of it to Wal, who I suppo se 11'111 s 
send it home •• Use it all if -y0u want tG, al though I don t t 
suppose that you will. If you den't need it Chip 11'111, 
I'm sure,'put it in the ban~, rut if he want,s any of it 
I hOpe tnat he- won't be afrlUd te use 1 t •• 
N early everyone seems ,to have gone out to-night, so I 'm 
here alone, fer a wonder, so Itll oatoh Up on. some of. my 
other letters; 80me I've been oarrying arGund for at)out 
3 months. If they'd on.ly go out 'a bi t more I m1ght be a 

better oerreepGndent. I'm 'OGmpletel,Y r~d of my ~old &: 
am 'feeling real well , & hope that you &: Dad are 0 k & 
looking after yourselves prOperly. 'Fred. ". , 

I also reoei ved the following from C.E. Muir: ~ 

"Eye Culture. Better Eyesi~ht Wi thout Glae' ses. Head 
$ ffice : St. James Building, 107 Eli zabeth st. , Sydney. 

Dear Mr. Cooking, What you want to knowis,can Eye Oul
ture improve or·restore·the sight. DEFIN1TtaLY 1'1' CAN &: 
a t the sa.'lle time gIve lnstan t relief from dl aocHniort 
such as lore, tired, aohing or bUl'nlng eyes;headaohes & 
pains, eye-strain, glare etc. 
You knew that almost every funotion of the eyes is oon
trolled by muscles., Well, the whole trouble is post t1 vely 
caused. through thodse muscles & the t1 Bsue of the eyes 
beingoongested, strained & weak •••• You know that other 
musoles of the body will respend te physioal, oulture; 
well so do. tile eyes respond to eye oul ture. . 
T.be first thing I teach ia how to r1d thee eyes of strain 
& oongestion •• This relieves any disoomfort. You then lea.rn 
how to use the .yes w1th~ut glasses or strain, & finally 
hew to resto reo the ela~tiOi ty & strength of the ti ISsue & 
mu~le8 so that they work in harmctny & 'funotien norma.lly. 
This means that very soon --usually a few weet. -- there(s 
definite improvement in the v1aiGnwhiohsteadily beoomes 
more prenouno ed. . . 
00 yGU can see there is mare in eye oul ture than just d(;n jE 



32 •. 
eye exero1 sese Cne thing I want Y0tl to understand t.n. '. 
tnere are no applianoes, drops or drugs' of" an ci' O-"':lgn, 
. d t' ',y escr~pt_ 
~ on use on he eyes, SG they canno t poasfbly be har ed 
Eye c':1l~re is JUst a Simple, natural. methoo. f m. 
'lirain~ng easi 1y oarri e:i. aut in one's ho'me & 0 eye muS?l. 
You flt 1t inte your daJ.ly routine of 11v' even at warle. 
I will advise you what my fee Will be fo~ngthe oomplete 
~ye Oulture 1nstru<?t,~on8 when I receive "tne enolosed 
l.nf~I'lJlatiG~ f(!)rlll .1 tn all questi"OZlS answered & with .as 
~ucnadd~tlonal lnfermatian as pOssible. This full 
1. nformatl.on 1'8 also necessary so that I oan d1agn 8 
your 0& •• & prescribe aoO(f)rdingly Yours fai thfull 0 e 
O.E. Muir."' Y 

(Answered Sun. Ap.29, 1945.) , 
,Sun. Ap., 29, 1945. To-day I have written a n0te to Mrs. 
'iYebstel' & enclese.d e.E. Mu1r's lettel' & literature on Eye 
CuI ture. I als€) wrote to l.ulr telling him (er bel') what 
I have done., Jose 1s not well eneugfi to resume work yet. 

-- , .. .. 

Men. May 7. 1945. Last,1 ednesday we reoe1 ved. the fel-
l.wing "~etter frem Walter: - " " 

"159 Gregory Terrace. Brisbane,24-4-4$. Dear Folks, 
Netbing very exoi t1ng haa happened sbace my laat lett
tel' to yeu, exoept ,perhaps, tbe f~t tha1i 'they bave 
diso~ntinued the living-away-from -home all.wanos whioh 

. was formerly paid t. all ef us wbe were sent up 'frem 
tbeouthern States, but the 3. of ~~ who are affec~ed 
in oar section have p-ret'ested, & I am using it as an 
ar~ment 1n an eff.~t t. be transferred baok te §ydney 
a1 theugh the present pressure ef 1I'Grk mllkes 1 t dif~ioul t 
te imagine .hew they,oould maaage wi theut me. In any. oase 
the whole question has ne", been ref~rred to Melt.urne. 
Mr Jenes ('where I live )&Reg.l)aVld aOCGmpanied another 
chap & me dOlm te tbeBay en a fisbing trip the week-
end before last, & we had avery enjoyable t1mec,oatch-
ing abeut 100, & eaoh returniag with about 15 Ibs. of fish 
.' Fred came to aee me on the 8itu~§{'t .~tycg. Ul~y.~o~e rtake the tr1p. He also 8a.W me as. . o~ to 'be, balllked 

£ 35 which I am forwarding on to y . i AnzaoDay & 
f~l' hi ~ or ueedas required. To-mor,rolf 8 ~'. ' 
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I have p1.a'nned to have a .n.m & a game of tenni s, but the "4 
weather looks ratherdull to-night, althoug? gener&-
lly sp--eaking the weather here is very nice lately. 
I see there is still a bit of b~ news from down there 
in ,Joe' II trouble still hanging on & in Mrs. Millal"l!l 
death. A bright new ~t ot paint on the news i8 just 
about due now, so yould better rake up some new care 
or weddings or something. EVidentlu Art is settled 
down in hie new home,I rxxesume sti 11 in Marxickvtlle, 
but I am wondering if be will have to move again sho-
rtly when.. the peOp:le come back. That's. good news 

. about Daphne getting a bike-- I bet she' 8 thrilled to 
bita,& I'm sure she'll look after it well.Rape you are 
all well as we aT e •• 
P. S. The money order ia made out in Mum's name as usual. 
Wal. n . . 

Last Thursday I got my usual inj ection in my leftrnarm 
from sister Bone, a8 sister Grenell was away. I oo;ught 
?4 Blllall bolt-nuts at Woolworth' 8, but could not get 
any films or papers at ttodaks. I paid the Gas company 
£ 1-1-4, & got our book at the Co-op. stor? I b~ed 
Fred's £ 35 at the OommonwealthBank,Mayf1eld.H1B 
de osi ts amoun t to £ 206-10-0 now. I have made 2 il'on
in~ stands --one for sister Grenell as a wedding pre
sent The doctor told J~8e that if his temperature 
remains normal all n.ext' week be will letJ"oee return 
to wOrk. The war in Europe is nearly end.ed.'''!,;,,~; 

Thur. May 10, 1945. This morning I,ipaid Mrs. Watts 2/-
& went to Newcastle. I had an inJ ection in my right arm fro!,!, 
s1 ate'r Bone. I gave sister Grenell an irl;)ning stand &. 
a Ii ttle black tin box to hold reels of cotton on & bu
ttons in. At Woolworth's I bought 3 2d packets of broad 
beans. At Sorby's I Pougbt 4 dozen cOppered split rivets 
for a Shilling. At Dawson's I bought 2 twopenny bundles 
of steel wool.I paid 2/6 at a booksbop for "Gregory' s 
100 Mi lee Round Sydney."; & at Wioks' I bough t a "fies-
t)ner1an Oookery Book ().f good & tried receipts II for 
2(6 to give to Sister, Grenell as a wedding present. 

Yesterday May Oocking was ill in t;the Fettercairn hosp-
i tal wi. th gall-stones. To-day she is at home, but 1s ill 
still. This afternoon Mun has gone to see her. To-day 
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we received the following letter from Florence :-

ItNyngan, Sunday 6-5-45. Dear Mother & Dad, It's good. 
to know that Jose i8 on the mend again: it's been a long 

'" ttme since be ~irst took ill, but I hppe by. now he is f 
c, feeling pretty fit. I have had. a pretty qUl.et we.ek:-end. 

Bill went to Bourke yesterday & Valeri e went out l.nto 
the country, & h.as just returned to-night, so I have ~ad 
apretty easy time, but it has been not 80 lonely someno'w. 
I'va had a good. fire going all day, & Robe::t is very, 
good company now. (I mustt~ll you before I forget, it s 
raining hard here, it's such a novelty). Anyhow, to get 
back to the subject of Robert-- when I told him this a
fternoon that I was going to write a 'letter to you I 
asked him what I would say, & he said,' "Tell Gumma & Dad 
I lub ern berry muoh" , so that's his message to you. I ~ am 
sO mixed to night that I find it hard to keep to one 
subject. Valerie has upset the quiet of the day with her 

;.- aocount of her "bonza week-end". She is ver.y exei ted just 
now, & had a farewell party out there last night. She 
leaves here next Saturday & joins up wi th the WRENS on 
Tuesday,that is of course if she passes. her medical test, 
which I think she easily Will if appearance goes for a
nything, & she never ails anything. I will certainly 
miss her, & so will Bill. We both understand & like her 
better now that we know her better. The young lad from 
the bank who is taking her place wants to oome here. He 
'i's such a nioe, quiet boy his first time from home, 
(only 16 I think) t but itts a bit of. a nUisanoe always 
having to be in to get meals Just when' other peOple· want 
them; 80 I will try to get used to being alone again. 
This is only the second oold day we have had this year 

.'- so far. The weather naB been 1.11t8 Spr;ang-- 1"t' e oeau
tifu1: We are still wearing Summer' olothes,except, for c.. 

a cardigan first thing in the morning. I have wished 
often lately that you were, but of course it may be just 
as good over there, although I heard on the wireless 
that l:ewcastle had 1!)ilenty of rain. ' 
It's good news about the war, isn't it? surely it won't 
ue too long nOl beforle it's allover. I am disappoin-
ted atjout Art {.( pny.l. lBnot coming, bUt I suppose they 

• 1· t doesn't matter. I'll see them all at are happy, so 
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Christmas, I -hope. Robert is not pl~ased about peter 
Taubman visiting you at all; he thinks you both belong 
to him exclusively, & he doesn't want any other Ii ttle 
"ooy ~uttlng in. He S't1J..1. nae R1f!1 l1t;t.l.~ :ta-,Lf",a MT1an 
at tne oaOK neTe,~ i ~f S pretty hard to keep him at 
home. How is Ethel (Cocking) these days? The last I 
heard of her was that she was in hospital months ago, 
but I never heard that she got well, or if she still 
has heart-trouble. Woll, it's time I closed dO\m. 
Love to all-- Florence." 

I n the cookery book that I in tend to gave to 8i ster 
Grenell I have pas ted these verses :-

TO S1 STER GRENELL. 

Please don't imagineno:r suppose 
That I presume you're one of those 
»~iXIII~XI Unskilled (although good-looking) 
YDoUl'l.Jt maid'h whose minds are too obtuse 
To .£"earn "tl e prOper way to use 
Ingredients for oooking. 

My purpose ian f t to impart 
A knowledge of the useful art 
Of roasting or of carving 
A Christmas goose, or Joint of meat, 
Or making something good to eat 
When hubby corne s home starving. 

That useful knowledge you nossess; 
But books are handy, none--the-less, 
To aid the recollec tion 
Of right components for a cake, 
Or proper times to boi-l or bake, 
Or make a sweet confection. 

So take this book, & bear in_ mind 
That even martial men must find 
The best of married blisses --
A wife as gentle as a dove, 
A tidy home, sweet peace &: love 
I deal meals --& kisses ~ , 

................. ,. .......... . 
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AS addendum, le.t me men tl on 
That if you would shun contention 
.And respeot 8: fond affeotion J 

Of your husband you would keep, 
Don't indulge in angry railings 
At his real or fanCied failings, 
But just whisper your obJ actions 
I n hi sear --WHEN HE t S ASLEEp ~ 

A M.AlffiI EDMAN • 

M an wants but li ttle here below, 
Nor wants that little ever, 
The poet wrote,but women know 
The noet's wrong,if olever •. 

A married ,man detests all debt; 
At poverty he rages; 
And longs for things too bard to get, 
However small his wages. 

He wante great power, place, 8: pelf 
To oome at his direotion; , 
And --though be is no saint himself 
Wants feminine perfect~on t 

.. 
Indeed,while on this whirling sphere 
His wantsJ~ike weeds, are growing: 
He wants a heaven while be's here, 
.And Heaven when he's. going. ' 

He wan ts a home devoid of strife; 
A bride who is ~ioe-looking, 
And, more than all else, wants his wife 
To be well ski lied in cooking t 

.So, if in harmony you'd dwell 
And mould him to your wi shes, 
Just feed the hungry beggar well 
Wi th love 8: tastr dishes. 

I 

1 



) 

( 
( 

I [~ ~ 
( ffi, 
\ , (, ). 1 
( ~:>:.J 

> 
~~ 

.1 ~~~ I 
( Q l 
,\ ~~ 
( 

~ <' 
( 
f 

t' ~ !,~ ( 

~ 
\ 

1 

';~+-=t 

0 
) 

> 

o 
'-- ::;' 

_ .r .... "' .......... ., _____ .... ,,, .. ,~ /· .. ,. .... r'.·'.-'"'"··./'~~ . .-,,~ 

~I .. '+'i~>';1 ~.'\ 
..~., . ~':"";'~-

. Poland. 
" AustraHa, 

declare 
any. \ 
enter Eastern \ 

\ JANUARY 
31 Tobruk capt.ured with :25.000 

prisoners. 
FEBIWARl' 

,i11(1 P.t1;~sia. Darti- ~ 

~~. 6 Benghazi captured. 
"~18 Australian troops aL 
.... pore. 

llc.1 : Mt\RCH ., ...... . 
. I ,:':.18 Italv'; ,loses. i1 v e 

.'~; '·Batlili(of·Cape 
APRIL :;:. 

3.EnemV 
6 

sla,via 
11 British and nlf"'.~[;;'!·l1'1j . , . 0 in action .J9zl in Greece 

, , . 2'1 Germ,ms 
AnCH, ,;!, J' 30 Withdraw 
1:·! Ru~:so-phld~;; peace forees 

eel "~ pJeted. 
".< ~ 1 \l'l:!L ,_. .,f MAY 

a l'~I111"n\~~n~des Dctll11drir: 20 Q.'cr.m. 3,11 
aiid Nor~:v . I Crete 

fdA Y "w>'" 'I 31 B'i'it\sl1 
III Cf'rrnatly' j S l-lolhtnd" "."'-'<Gr4te-. 

Bele'\Wi':1 a '·Luxrmbour p .1 L;aQ. 
Chllr~I?'r.ejJla'~r? Cham])ei~- i I JUNEh..1 

_ 18Hl :\,; '''tu'ne ;'",'111:·,101' II 8 
1;) Dutdl /\l~l"r e~lnJidlaL(':') I . 

GermJ!!" 'c,'",;:, l.ilC lV!rus0. I" 22 
:~g Bel2!:i:1J: ;'111V ('.<1!:iLul:1{C'0. ,.rUL 

_. ---~"~ ---I 12 Russia nnd B' 
30 to June 4: B.EF evacuated I tual assistance 

from Dunkirk. 1 SEPTEMBER I, 
.1 UNE i 1 'Armistice'sigm~d 

II J ' :2 i2Hlilmalj, 'c::ij;tLack oil Lenjll-
'I 2,'l'lia bci;'Ins. 
OCTOBER I 29 Russians annOUl1C . ·fh· 

/
' dr~~ from Kl1ar~. ; 
:'iOVEMBF.;R. .' " i 

I 
1'1 ~~·~ttn't.'k ROyal'il,o~;~q~e~,:f", 
18 I:npe~lal Jorce~ bei~~~;Wi"". 

slve fu .. LIbya. '. ,.'," , 
i 19 HMok,S. Sydney ~ftnk witic ' 

total loss ()f 'perSOime L 
IJECEiVIBER ' " 

8 Russians recaptm'e Tikhvin. 
16 Gerniami retreatingRIonf;' 

entire,<)!:'ll.Stern front, .' 
24 British retake Benghazi, 

1942 
in JANUARY I 29 Rommel ta.kes Bel1,g11ft~i. 

on coven-I FEBRUARY 
12 Schru'nhorsf. GneiSen81l ftl1(i 

Offf'n:-;ive ill \\1 (' Prince EURen ('scajW fr()m cs .(':'1\ I Brest, 

ill '\PRIL 
~. 1~.t1!\V<3~4!t 1rctim1 ~J :'r1owe)' in 
i Prancr.. 



11: c-;.,~" <", ~I1S r;:i!lTlire Kerch. 
:\rH~~()-Srl1·j('t Trer.tv Sb~l(>d 
in 1 JOJ)cton 

:30 11:10 FLAY 
Colo~np 

(~i i I.r, 
.?:': :~!" '; l:': p:. (r. 11 

to GennC1n.~. 
lnck at Kh~,,.- : 

. ·.J.,ns 
rPflch .EI .".lRl11i'l11 
('[lptu!'e' Bcbn,;~nll()i 

FEBHOAR¥ 
2 RenHl.inhl)2: Uell1Ltll tU)'U';-

at Stalingl'ad capiLul~' V", 
:\ NIl'. ClllllThlll n:'!'lV':':' '-Il Trl' 

poll. 
H Gen, Eisen!1()\\"(:r it).'po1ll[eL1 

in command or Norli) Afri, 
ca n Ll1ea tl e of OJ:iCf(Jt.iOl'LS. 

25 R,.A.F. begin "r()lIr:d~rhp 
clock" l/omiJim,. 

MARCH 
12 Viaz,ma. occupied hy l( :,'" 

s.~_8.ns. 
21 r:,reigorod capturecl IJ:: HIL'

sians. 
28 Gabe:~ and :El 1-1aI1Ulla 0('('"11-

pied by BCIl Ar:ny. 
APRIL 

7 Offensii'e onenecl b,' h: 
~, Arn1v in Nor!.t-lt~rn TU:li;.;i[f 

fiHiveg" ;r~I1VIA y 
c,Ol;ll"el,'sations wit ';~I 7 TUl1IS a11ct Bile!t:! r~,)tllll"L 
1""ine~::t;ICur commai?;' ," alit) 13 AxIS 101(1': ll1 Tunl:,l'l 'II 
(lli W1'~1Je. . .,0.',',· rendpl" 

., Br;l~l1?,d€jclares '\var. on .aer~gl JT1NE 
n·t~H.\y' <~~~j~:t8.,l;.~:.~~'~~~:'~:.Y,~:· ~ &~: c 1'1 Pai'ltell3.l'Jn. ~ Ij \1 Ci IflereD 

! 1~ l{ing arrive.': in:' i\(.~l·l 
Africa. Larapcdllsa. S11r "t"lll-

'''. FTLHBEll derecl. 
.c.;t;llinu8c] r'''·'·'-' ~ ",:ren' ;;_ 13 Linosa surrcnderpcl. <;-', 
- >~cl.. ~jerr!·larJ:-' :.U{;I t"n:'Q':: 20 ·B;ing vis~~ lvf8.1tr-l.. 
~'.'cnetrClt.p(t r·o iFlr1.l1 \1; J ULl!" .... ,,:., 
i he ciL lq;;Sicily in vRdect bv~fBrit if:i1. 
}"~,uSSi81 ;;1;:111.:1: ('nlintt";'- ,,~~f.·,~:eanadi.ar~ 3ncl, -U,s, ~1'(;C\, 
(j!f~:':~;1·"· ~\ol"\h-\,,:r· r;( ~:L!J- ?5 ~,/P,..l8so11nl reslgns. ~:~1 
i)~::T:)d. 26 l'vIai'thd la\v ~1! It~lY :Pn~-

cist PRrtv di~,--;ol\~erl. 

(I;)(,)IS ,,·I"i1.<)\·C A{.lGUST '. 
J Orel eapturcfi bv RltS'siRllS. 

23 Captm:e of Kl1Rrk,,\' b" Rus
siRns. 

I ,"":O\:-l~JH gEn-
() RUSSii-il.lS L:lkc Ei!~ 

i.:, :::2-2(1, (,;;IHJ COllr(~l"('n '-C:~\,:.-
cj·:ill. n,oosevclt, C}-: :~!;,. j':;'i-

Ii :.::~ Conlere);C'v (~~\·,i.:i;·; 

II' C11l.1Icili,J]1, 
I DEI 'F,Ill3En 
! ::!:) ~;f 1);I1nhorst SlInk nf1 

1944 
i ,i.\N[i\RY 
. :l~~ /\lid-::d lan(;in~' .sO!J~i) (Ii ]'(.,'1,' 

2H lV"lic:f of Lcningr8d ;j; :.' r 
: \\'1) Y(-:,lr:i' bloeka<;,' 

,;~l :~(li.)() Ali]('i i 1 !J;1 n('s 
1()!l:~ of IJOlnh.c: (!1!~ 
i!'ll/.·:-; 0'.'\,1' 

~"l-,I: r:1Lips. 
f"E i~~l { 1.', ,\ j-t '" 

~2;1 Gel"ll!ill)S 

in Whlle 
;\!.'\!rCH 

\.';l ('h: 

!:> ;l. i ~ if) (. I r l.1l~ ! ,"1 I J i! . t.)I:': 1 \ 

:1 ··Cll'<·;I\C'. \ [itT i'(;j\; L\': 
Will' on i.L llin. ] onCl 
er"i (did RUO 1 

UJ Crt"r111ttl.1S mfLl\:t! 
gaJ.',", . 

~~f; GeJTL1~lll;'; OC··:.!"i\) 
of CriJn(-~(j F i 1:. 1'·;'(' 

el;eeulcd. 

,) ('q:~ !. Ii' -I ~ 

r~l:('i1e::; i l 

'?,;; NazlS ('j !L())" li'.tlLLII·:i:- 1 !"\,; 

i.al,"e-;1.~.: C(lj~l.J"tll 11./ ::iL ,Li("~~J(: 
,·,C)frtt, .. 
I·~.Lt.;;si'·llk i't~~'('h H,lunHl);" 
oon'l$. 

:\ Pit II~'" 
fl' 1~\LSsia:1s 

1'F\l;;il1, 
rlll"r 

SEPTE.MBEIt , 
2 R,6oscy$ "nci ChUlTLiil' 

10 Odess.a 
ma.ns. 

evacuc; teet 

; I ~Io,iL 

ret.ref! ! 

I. nu:~ err en
uor:l:--we-;:.l 

a.lin;.:n\(l. 
Tn ulon. 

l!l h;lr;-:;I.:: 

; -•• 1 :~; 1, : .' l;; l! ( ~:; 

':')'~'d ~"\' r~i h An;~', i 

~~1dt !1 ~V;~~~i~lg{2l~1,rt U.S. : 
3 Itahan al"ll11SclCe ~lIQl\ecl. 
8 Halv surrendered in Allips. 

10 It.filian fleet at. Malt.H. HOllW 
occ.upied bv German troop, .. 
5lh Arnw cflptl.!l"cd Snlerno. 

14 F,'encl1 troops land in Cor
siCa. 

17 Russians captu,'e Bryans}:. 
19 Churchill returns to Lon

don. Evncllation of Sardinia 
bv Ge r nlans. 

t .. 
use of Azo't-~s. 

13 Italy declares ":I.V,ar 
mrU1Y, :'. 

18 Hull' and Eden in Moscow. 

::2 B ," .ci o,l'tl:LOKlf 
:~(j ;~~o.s' 

f.·ont, .' 
:lLU' .' 

11 }\lli(,!d ');'11 rlilci 8th Arm",,; 
open a conceri(,d Qffensive :1' 
Ililly, 

.!{:"E 
iji)eration of [lmne by Aj1i"" 
--:.L)n:e:·~, 

" .I':ies lsnet in Norolanc1'.· 
~J,! j.~: u.'~:..,ii:lns La kf: Viborg, F'l 

L. lId 
r;.1;'-<:ii8rlS 
P~)!anc1, 

j\ln r'I'iC~)l t 

;.~ H ,.!ssiaJ 1.'-' t.a!~(;' l\'f tl J.':!':, 
U Briljs}J IXCOpS t.~I.P~,lj,·i..' (:;1":: 

10 ~)0\'jC~ troops (:lll1:!' ! :;:il-J
(·,nia. 

IG LeL~hi..ll'll lall~ l{) !\ 
2(J A tCer!1)1t, to ~lS:-:'fL;~.')inHtt: Il-

kr 'Xiii] hi~h e,:plm;in; hi'" 
29 r:us:;ians c'flPi',ure Bird::.,! 

D\'llISl:, R,c'lckn(', 
L·;·:Qw. ,Ulcl Stani;,i;, '.,,·'n. 

( 

I 
'( 
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SE1'TEMBER 

\, 
11 
l::! 
14 

land 
23 Belgrad 

ISl1Ulds 

1"1 L.Jl!nenu 
Rhine. 

~U l' out' al 
~::, l'n~'lch 
24 olrasbo:ll'g 

jiuerat,ed. 
:)0 R,11sSH111:; 

Vienna. 
a.rrnisLice. 

HECEMBElt 
5 Civil 1I':1l III At.llcllS;< 
6 Advance rn SOllthern Hun

gary r':':il:JlCS IJake Ba~atoll. 
l:l German ';oumer-attack" be

Lween Saai an':] Aachen. 
2(] Churchill in Athens. 
~8 Germgns reach Meuse: Ar

rI ell r.es bulge. 

1945 
withdraw!11 fram 
bulge begms. '. 
fensive starts II om 

'Cracow ca1Jture~ 
")'aln.ed armIstICe.'. 

n;Uches Oder, onpo' 

,;~!.$.:~'ir:.~ .~~. 

at'" ~rankfurt r 

v and Zhu-

, ,Montg-omerv a·l1-
DOUllees "the last round," 

J~o GOeh taken. 
26 TJ;lJ;ee-pronged attack on 

, . ,.··Rlitnl'l,:.. ">'" 

1\.ff\RC#' . 
6 Rhine reAc.heel between Co

lOgne and Dut.ch frontier. 
7 ,~mericRns em,,, Rhine P'/CI' 

Rcmagen bl'iclr{E·. 
20 88a1' Fllrrouhdcd. 

:23:Vol1 Huu~tedt sacked by 
<',;: 'FitlE'r, :. '. 

I ;" 26. F.om l:\\i9g:ehne~d~iq~er Hhlnc .. 
. SlX arntleB ~lOgS'lnM' . 

r;·.,n' GNmati.' dcfence~.~ RbUJf'. 
. co)tanse ... '. 

"21;1 Eisenhower l\nn6UnC~s Ger-
":'·.man lihe brGI,en. :. 

HuhI' sealed oft:..t!~." 
. :a.ad Ann'v:t~kN''K&migsbel'", 
Allies reach czech'oslcivaki811 
bord~r ' . " 'J 
Fus.~l~ns enter);lerlm snbw,)s. 
F,u,'<ian." R nd. liinlcrict1!s meet 
at T'.n Q"8U. 

.28 ··Mn:"o.i,ii ni pxe('.lJtecl. ~ 
. 30 BimJl11"r !,pJ)'lrted to h,\ve 

offered surrender 
MAY 

1 Hitler's death HilnOlll1c('0. 
2 Berlin occupied, 
7 Unronditional S 11 r!' ~.\L~<I\" 
, ,<;i")'('c1 

1,il; t 

~; a~tt}} to ,. ew-· 

a se<; of :lu,n-
oel' ed }-"clnCir E::'~ 
;0 8ta';,1) 11,,:.i.I'€B 

on metals (c/",) 
/0' a 
'nle 

A,-j tbe Civi.c 1,001 
6 ' .,., 0'" ..... (lap 1 U u,tdl ",,' 

;)tl1all dri l.is 'for 
? /:~~)~" .L ctJeC) u~j),), 
4; srnD.ll s~)lJ.~ 
r t v i t!!J ~ t l~ (~~ r G ~l; r., 

~:: LU:LlJ. a veTo '1:, 0 (;::';" 

J (1C v: ~ ~ ~Yl I e oj 1. ':3\.). 

01 ga.ll dlseaS5, 
.: e Gte r dRy I ,'f ::J II ~ 
t c) t} ac k '( S i le· ';J S C 

i. :~l l.r yo las t T t' .":; t 
to ;; id3 

l' (imj 1 y ,~. me t 
T). 1, P IS aT 1. ~l' ae e ':8I' + ;;' r";-I" ';\" " - , ' ~ :.' " ," .., , 

ayl 8 81s~e:.r ;:.va \U';'OGon) LiOi,E:: 
Carpenter, Vera Oocklng -~ 11er i'.'; 

r i eel daugll t ex oerylh 1 LLClms (c 

nel' 2 crillaren. May 18 to De ul~-:'iI::'i 
lrl the SalVation Ar:l1y nOTI:;Lon 0; "" 

Sandgrite cemetery tIlis afternooiJ, 
Jose started to WO:rf~ ag8J.n je8terd.D'!, 

.- - .... -.----.---~----.-+---
C(JCKING.·-~The Relatives and !""r!(.nd~ 

of WM, .JOHN COCKiNG. of 11 ;,lyoL,-

~i~~ee\{~t~~?ld~f arlll~n Vtt~l~\'~~ a\~.~~~~ 
J"!JORENC:;;;. MA Y COCKING. FUllc,aJ 

~~~.~~·~;'~sf:~~l" S~l~~, ~~~1~.Arll¥a ;'~\a;1~:1 
cPlcase l)l'jng inst.rument.s. F·urt.her 
particular.'), Tllesr1C!y's i5S1te. 

JA~rES MUH.HAY. N.D.f'.D .. l, 
Rfno F'lnerai Dln'('.(,; -'-. ---._ .... _- .. _-.---._- --... "'---'- '--._-

MOf'\day, May 1-+, 194'), 
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'" I i A ReqUiem r.la:o:.s 101 [JH 1 ejJose 01 [llt I p 

soul of the late Gertru~\c .bl1za.l)et,1J II . 

Bird \\"111 be celeul at-Ed ttu::: day at 1 -: 
a.m. at the abov_e_~_ulC_h_. ___ ~ 1) 

(;UG~l1'1\.i.-The H.el~lti·ves and Fnends 
of Mr. Y'lILLlAM JUH~\; ~;uC.tS...[N(J, MI. 
and Mrs. BERT COCK1:,G. Me and 
:,11'5 .. ALF COCKIl'<G. Me and Mrs. 
FRANK C<)CKING. Bng. Hod Mrs. G'I'1 
RIXON. Mr. and ~lrS. L. C.I>,RPENTEll. . I 
and FAMILIES. MISS TILL COCKINU. B; 
and Mr. CECIL ROBINSON are in
vited to attend the Funeral of theIr 
beloved Wile. Mot-her, Nlother-in-.lliW, 
Grandmother and Great-grandmo.t.her, 
FLORENCE MAY COCKING, of 11 
}'lyola-st reet Mayfield, to move 1rvIn 
the Salvation Anny Citadel, victoria-I' a 
street, Mayfield. This Afternoon. alter ( 
service COll1mencing at; 2 o'clock. for 
Salvation Army CCJnetery. Sandgate. 
via Waratal1 Station. 

JAMES MURRAY, 
BI03 Funeral Director. 
COCKING.-The Relatives and Friends 

of Mrs. G. MORRIS. Mr. and Mrs.' J. 
GIBSON. Mr . .!"RANK ROBINSON, ,ir. 
GEORGE SHELDON, Mr. JIM CO(!;K-
ING and Mr. BOB COCKING and I FAMILIES are invited to attend 'he 
Funeral of their beloved SIster, Sister
in-law. and Aunt. FLORENCE MAY 
COCKING, of 11 Myola-street.· May· 
fiold. to move from the Salvation Army 
CItadel. Victoria-st.reet, Maylield. This 
Afternoon, after serVlce commencing 
811 2 O'clock. for. salvation Army I 
Cemet€fY, Sandgate, via Waratah 
Station. . . 

JAMES MURRAY, 
8103 Funeral Director. 

SALVATION ARMY, MAYFIELD. 
COCKING. - Officers, Soldiers and 

Bandsmen of the Salvation Army are 
Invited to attend the FUI~eral of. their 
late Treasurer, FLORENCE MAY 
COCKING. See famlly noWie Bands
men please bring instruments. 

8104 Corp. Officer. Major COLLYER. 
SNOWDKUP LuDGE NU. 1 •. F'RE~ 

GARDENERS. 
COCKING.-The 011lcerS and members 

of the above lodge ar~ kindly inVIted 
to attend the Funeral of Florence Iv!ay 
Cocking, beloved wife of Bro. John 
Cocking. Please see .F'amily Notice. 

35 \V J. BEETS?N~. ~.W:~·I~. 
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· .-e.:.vn D Qay-,-L.. to. r.: Lt.-Gen .. Omar Bradley, A dm. Sir Bertram Ramsay, Air Chief-Marshal Sir 
rshal M dntgomery, Air" Chief-Marshal" Sir T.· Leigh-Mall ory, and Lientenant-General W. Bedell-Smith. 
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41. 
sun. May 27, 1945. Jaok,Gladys, John, Adell & Alma 

haTe been spending the la.st fortnight o-etween us & 
Mrs. Bobs at Raymond terrace. They all left here by car 
yesterday morning. I ga..e Gladys an ir ning stand, & .... ha 

Cnarlie gave Jack a big clock. Jack Gave me a ne\" bo
ok: enti tIed "Explosives", 139 pages, by John Read. It 
is a Pelican book. I gave Jose a. brass dri 11 gauge to 
hold drills &nail-bi tee Jack bought a packet of qu
arter plate.cut films,& a packet of Vel,ox paper for 
me aa a birthday present. Tney cost 10/1 , but I pa
id him for them & sent them to Mr. Finnemore. Last 
Thursday I paid Mrs. Watts 2/- as it was pay day. 
I went to NeeOastle & got an inj action from sister 
Bone;alao one on the Thursday before,. 
Since my last entry we have received triie from Wal: 

11159 Gretory Terraoe, Ert.baa., 10-5-45. Dear li'OlKS, 
Doubtles. you haTe been very relieved & Dleased to 
hear of the end of the war in EurOpe sinoe I last 
wrote, for whiob we wj,11 all feel very thankful. 
However, there were no signs of JOllitioation in 
Brisbane, & only a few thanlcsgiving serVices to mark 
tbe ocoasion. I bet we l l1 "let our hall' down" when 
the Jap war is over, though, & I only pope I am dO;YWIl 

Sou th again fo r the fi reworks. I didn f t see Fred 
lal3t week-end, but he was in good niok wnen I did 
see him, & I understand that fie has been ohanging c-
amp. I spent the week-end before last at Burleigh 
Heads again-- tnis time wi th 5 other oLlaps, & we bad 
a great time. I was able to get enough juice to 
take them down in, the oar, whiCh made things much 
more enjoyable. Next week-end a party of us are 
going on a fiShing trip down in tne Bay,.nicn also 
p~om18es well. The work has become very busy again 
just like it was in 1943, but I am getting a seoar&te 
01' fiO e bui 1. t :tor myselt near tne drawing office' & . , 
this will make conditions more pleasant ..• 

Most of 
my time i8 sti 11 Spent --:playing tennis & golf, wi til 
an occasional swim, & I think I am getting a o1t he-
aTier. I have Ju.st oome home atter playins a baake
tball match on the Y.M. gIJmIlasium floor, this beini 
one of several such matches in whiOh I am sOheduled 
to play. 



42. 
There i e no fin ali ty yet regarding my efforts to go 00-, 
uth. bUt thec,pressure of work seems to preclude any su
ch move for ~lme little time. We have been having ex
cellent weather here prior to this'week, but now the 
coJJ1 lf~sterly •. have started to blow, & moat oeOpI. are 
compl8.lning. Tney are early ttli. year, & probably wont nt 
l~st long. This remincis me of clothing, & in this m-
~~ter I may ?e able to help any of you Wi th aome Ooupons 
II you ar e snort, 80 let me know. I lfaa vel' y glad to 
h ear that tne news on the hotne front was bet tel' last we 

week, partiQularly iIi regard to Joe, & I wi 11 loo.':cnfo 1'
ward' to hear of' further progress in your next letter. 
Art & 1"10 are evidently 0 k too,& I aSSume tllat Chip is 
also, bu t there seems to be very Ii ttle news from the 
Kembla crowd.. I hope that Dad i8 over hi8 II teet.b.ing ll 

tl.'oubles by now, & that you, Mum, are still as hale & 
hearty as ever.· Oheerio for now. Wal. II 

Sunday continued. A few days ago I bou~ht a second hand 
Dook :for lIb enti tIed "Frances E. Willard ll , at a shop 
near rngall street,Mayfield. Miss WiLLard was a very 
ac ti ve worker against the brutal drink traffio & other 
eVils for Slle was a true Ohristian. I do .not know of _. 
one i~fidel or Atheist who helped her in her noble wo
rk. C arlie ha.s built a, fowl house & put 20 fowl. into 
it) but as feed is very scarce on account of the great 
Australian drought he has had to kill Borne of the roos
ters t p~ may have to kill all of the fowls. Last Sunday 
night Mum & I went Wi th Ivy & Jose in his oar to aunt 
May's memorial meeting at the Mayfield c1 tadel.Nearly 
all of the Oocking olan were present. 
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Sat. June 2, 1945. This morniui I took a ~li flatAead 
up to Ivy & then took all of her ooupon. book. & oaxae 
down to ta-e nub1io 8chool & exchanged them for ne" 
ratton bOoks· & coupon.. Laat thursday I iot an inj e
etlon in my left arm from siater Bone. At Sox bY' s 
I bought a 9-32 drill fox x:i4 2,3. At Kodak. I bou
ght a packet of lIb paper •• Yeater4ay we xecelTed 
tite fo llowtm.g letter from Fred.:-

liN X 19391:>1. pte. F. Cocking2/4 A. G. H. Auatra.l.1 It, 
Moaday .21st May. To-day we haTe Juat been issued 
1ft. th a Ohri etmas hamper from the Comfort. Fund. & 
this paper & pencil were in it. There axe no pens 
or lnk aTailable yet, eo it ·ooul~ntt haTe come at 
a better time. I hope that it will not·be indeciphe
rable by tae time tAat you get it. This parcel is 
if anythini better than the last one IX~ I got, & 
wag sent by a man & hie wife from Maryborough.. 
I haTe purposely not written to you for the last few 
aaysbecause I wanted. the letter-oard. I sent to ITy 
to get there first. This plaoe seems better than 
ti18 1alit ia.Land I was on in every way -- better 
climate, cooler, & not 80 muoh rain -- more open & 
flat oountry, & above all, much 1t"sa Eliseaaft & skin 
t rouble. The gruO t although all tinn ed, stu.!f, has 
the last few day got muoh better, & there' a plenty 
of good. stuff to eat in tAe canteen. . Tbe only 11] 
in the oin tmen t so far is the lack of wate r, ",hien i'" 
B pumped from an artesian river. This i8 a real 
ooral ielana. There's anything up to 3 or 4 feet of 
top 80il, '& then hard coral, 80 ma\'be t:nere 18 an fj 

exeU8e for them not puttln~ more well po1nts down. 
We catch a fai I' bi t of rain in tins of·f the ten t, 
&: BO ~t enough to get by on. A 1 though we are 
camped practicall y on the beach, fio one haa been gam'e 
so far to go in for a Swim on account of wild tales 
of· coral snakes which are supposed to kill in about 
10 minutes; & until I find out about them properly 
I'm not goir:tg to ri Sk:~ t anyhow. I suppose that 
you ~re wonaering now what I I m short of & what you 
can eI€'na me,but With t.tJe exception of a.n occaSional 

looal Herald & maybe the nWorld' B Newsl! I knout of 
nothing that I want. II f 1 

m ee ing real good & qui te 
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t t d & if it wasn't for knowing that you're con en e ; 

not too happy at my being away again, everything 
wou.ld be 0 k. I was glad to get your letter & knolY 
tLat everyone was pretty good,with the exception of 
Jose, but be too seems to be improving, although by 
nOW I'll bet he I a disgusted wi to. himse If & fed. up wth 
ev{"rytliiing. When I get the Oppoxtun1 ty I'll wxi te to 
Y'lo 8: Clad & may.be Al't, & then It 11 be able to tell 
you some news from Warra1fong. I haven't time to 
VfTi te mOT@, but "don't forget tbe ]l'0eta.ge now is 3d 
'11 r ma11~ & the "ame penny ordinary. Fred. 

Sat.June 2 cont1Ilue(. We aleo ;tot tbis from IX 
Mrs. iWebster:-
Q" 15 Greenfi~l. Terraee, portreath,Br R.arut.,C6r~ 
nwall, 28th Mareh 1945. Dear Mro Ooeki~&, 
l1any tAuks for your iood book you 80 k1rully Bent 

I 

us; we are xeadini,' it just now sta.rted. Book & "" 
paper .ame together. We ~e AQT1ng del1~htful weather. 
Tbe iardens are full of Spring flowers. We JU!tTe had 
a lot of ra1,n tllrouglt tlte winter, & Tery Gold wee...,. 
thor, but we are tA8D.kful to say we laave been spared 
from air raids; notlllng has harmed us,so Wt; l. ..... .LLU. 

,. v' J't:; luoky people in portreath, & our children nave 
t)6en the same so far. poor Frank aas been sent 
to Belgium. He says he is well & has iOOd fow & 
iOOd bede. TheY're billeted in a lari6 bouse there I" 
& get the dai ly papers, & have a wi reless S6 t, & ft;et 
a.l.1 news from home & abroad. He is on i\1ard du ty. 
Our son Fred has been laid up b mon ths wi th rheuma-
tic fever. He looka very frat 1. He goes to !loapi ta 1 
L~ days a week. The .. ir1s are fine Just now. Myra. 
i e here, her works being eloBed down, eo el.te ba.s 
8 tar ted to Spring Clean. Bverythini has to shine for ." 
her.. Kathleen is all about the cooking_ SAe saysp 
ItBother the cleaning; let.s have some to eat til 
We hOpe your people wi 11 be wise enough to save the 
water instead of letting it run to sea. 
They're in a bad place at saint Day for water. Th~ 
old man wi th his horse & cart i;aTe up & no one to 
{ake lais p1aoe.z so there bas been som~ tUBS about 
"t; & also at vhaoewatel', not far from St~ Day,. 

bome time ago the Counai 1 h~ld water laid on not 

I I 
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far from st. Day, so the people thoui'ht tneywould soon 

be gettlnji 1 t, poor thlnis, & it .would only take a 
f ew hundred feet of piping to put it into st. Day, 
but the OounCil wouldn't hear of it; but theyoknow 
enouih to put up the rates on all of ue.)-- what for 
we are not allowed to know, only we know we get a sum
mons if it's not; but I think the peOple are waking 
up a bi t now. Fanoy paying 2d- for every bucke~' of 
water, & millions of galions running to waste every 
day. How long will it last,I wonder.And flelds of 
'oabbages rotten in the fi elds, & broccoli too. 
We have to pay 8d. Cc 9d. for one. people have not the 
money to buy. Some are lucky to ha ve them in thei r g
a:rdens We're beat this year: I am afraid we have no 
@~'ntt~iy ~Sdftft~Bhlkk.eXe%~llIHlXiMXXXXKIl~lX~»I 
till it· like we belong to. Harry has been very bad 
wi tL his heart since I last wrote;. & wi tbhie baok. 
I hope you & Mrs. Oocking are better by now, & all the 
rest of the f~~ily well. Not heard from my couEin 
DaVid Tabb' as yet. He i8 busy. I· eXpect. The barbers 
home bere are just the same -- the few thats left. 
The young men are all gone., We're delighted wi th 
the news (of the EurOpean war & tbink it will be all 
over soon now, thank God. But what a slaughter of hu
man lives, lots gone from around here,lovely young 
men. Now I must hurry for post. We trust you may have 
a peaoeful Easter. Wi tb kind regards to yourself & Mrs. 
COOking, as ever your sinoere friende,Harry & Emmie 
Webster. P. S. Thanks onoe more for paner. One day 
4 arrived: the postage was oorreot, only d.elayed. We 
enjoy reading them, tben pass them on. It 

MWrt has 8o,1so reoeived a .sbort le~tel' from Mr: s • E. 
llo r 1;1 'S': . ~ - : ..: ' , 

1'""ee •. June 5;" 1945. Yest~rday werecei ved the followi= 
ng letter from Arthur: - . t' <I.. .. ,. 

"196 -I 11 awarra.': Road;, MarriOkvl~le,.Fr·ichiy. Deal' Folks, 
The tro:users arr1"f'ect o' k , thanks.' We usually man~ge 
t.o leave something behind, .but wna't~\it;.£ we :L(J.L'c:,t::v .... ;,. 
ni) .. l n01.· u~, rx.. .. :~...a:.:.. Mrs. Wi tberid.ge, yours tru1y,& 
the nipper are likely .to be seeing you on tbe friday 
night before the king's birthday,i e 15th June. 
This ien't Oertain, though, beoause p~yl11-"" lLother 
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may leave the wollen mill & take on a job at Newington 
college ~etty s~on. If she does she won't be able to , 
get 4 oonseoutive days off. In that event I haven't 
yet deoioed whetber I'll take Doreen alone 01' not. 
I't.'1 poei ti ve I oould. look after bel' indeflni tely, bu t 
sbe needs eo many ohanges of olotbes that lid have to 
lug a pretty bulky sui tease besides oarrying out 2 
stone jump1.ng, squirming, wri ggling wri th~ng daugbter. 
p hyll1 e 1 swell & sends her love: so am I & so do I. 
The nipper is bonzer, & evel'ything in tbe gaxden is 
lovely. To-morrow & Sunday I' 11 beiesuing ration books, 
So Phyll wil-l spend the time ~ th her Mum & Dad. I tbnk 
P hylli s t Dad must have been giving the nip some ooac
hing while we were away,for now if we ask ,"Whose litle 
gi rl axe you 7 11 , she ohips "p apa' sit ,( meaning Grandpa' .s) • 
If Would you like to live with GrandI'a 1". IIYes." "Whom 
do you love best 1". "PapalJ • The little bxute-l 
Those kids to-day at lunoh time found a tin in a lane
way_ They thought the tin oontained soap-flakes, but 
actually there was some oaustio soda in it. They tossed 
it from hand to hand, & didnl t worry mucb when some 
flakes got on their faces. ,pretty soon,thougb

1 
tbeir 

skin began to sting. By tbajime they nad arr ved home 
for tbeir lunoh. They told yheir parents wbat had ha
ppened,but the parents did nothing about it. By the 
time they had finished. tbeir lunch their dials we~e v
ery sore & thei r eyes were stinging, One kid had a 
Ii ttle more nouse than hie mates. He grabbed the tin 
& broke a sporting l' acord back to soboo).. wbere he sou
gh t me out. As soon as he showed me the unlabell ed tin 
I recognised the oauBtio,found the 2 other dOpes, &: t
reated them all wi th aoid. The boss wasn t t on the p-re
m1ses, BO I took it upon myself to send the nipS to 
the ambulance station. The ambulance man said that I 
tiad done all be oould. do, but it might be ae well if 'r 
the kids went up to the hospi tal &: got some ointment. 
Off they went. They arrived back at school about 3 
o'olock, by whioh ~ime their eyes had stOpped sting-
ing, & their faces, although a bright lobster pink, 
merely felt uneasy.! tl EJ luck the J?OOr sill y OOWS didn't 
blind themselves. And tbeyire the sort of dopes I 
have to let handle ohemicals. ! 

phyllis' Dad has borrowed Dad's National GeOraphio 
Magazines & i8 highly delighted wi tb them. I Dad can 

... 

J 
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get hold of aome blind oloth,or similar m~terial,I'll 
bind each volume into a proper book so that eventual1y 
he will have a prOperly bound set. I' 11 pay for ,~the 
stuff if Dad can)5et it, but loan' t get any round _ here. 
For Engli ah "Homework" I have to wri te a nage of desc
rintion of some nleoe or scene. That· 8 going to be nr
etty easy for me', for I oan see every pebble round Ki
ckabel school,& hear the grasshOppers, as they hi t the 
roof at Gin Girt; yes, & smell the dust at both places. 
The only trouble is, if I write as I fee1 1 the lecturer 
will think I'm overdoing it, because, hetll reckon p 

nowhere ia as bad as what I! 11 desoribe~ 
We do hope your lip 1 s better, Hum,. If i tl s not you 
should plague the doctor until he fixes it. We hOpe, 
too, that Dad, Ohip, & the Hill Crowd axe well. 
Yours Arthur." 

Yeste:rciay I g;ot this letter & -oostal notes & sta:l:pS 
fox 14/- from Mr. Finnemore:-

U Bogan st. ,N yngan, June 1st. 1945. ~ar Mr. Coc king, 
Many thanks for those films. Next time you try to get 
any try to get super XX cut films. You need not get any 
more HyPerchrome green for a while as I now have about 
5 dozen of them different slzes,but I am terribly 
short of Sep er XX . I could also do wi th a few Veri
chrome fi 1m NO. 116 if you can -oossi bly. get any at an y 
time.It's simply amazing the number of photos that must 
be made allover the world. Last week I did 440 in 3 
nights,& have done 297 so far this week, as well as 30 
roll films, quite a busy side liner eh? Since I lasst 
wro te we have had an increase in tne family (a girl) 
& both are doing well. AJn enclosing postal note for 
what I owe you, & trust it is the oorrect amount owing 
& am not short-paying you f~r kindness in getting the 
material for me. I hope to be going to Sydney next 
week for a few days. Again thanking you for what you 
have ~one for me, Yours' fJinoerely J. Finnemore. 
P. s. 1'm putting 1n a oouple of prints of Nyngan showing 
the new bowling club & tennis oourt. I f you care to 
join them togethe r you wi 11 have a good idea what it 
looks like from the top of the water tower. II 

This morning I nosted another packet of 116 paper to 
Mr. Fi rmemore •. 

-I 
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Thur. June 7, 1945. This morning I paid ?vfrs. Watts ... 
2/-for our pension subscriptions. I went to Newcastle 
but could not get any films nor paper at Kodaks. I got aJ 
an injection in my right arm fr~" sister Gr~nell. She 
thaclked me again for the presbyteria..~ cookery book, &. eaU 
that she had tried one recipe. At Sarbya I bought 2 
drt 11 s for 6/-. I changed the "Oostal notes in N ewcastl' 
& na.id the Colonial Mutual Insur-ance £ n £ 2-12-0 
fo'rFred. I posted a letter to Mr. H. Webster this 
evening. TO-day we received this letter from Glad:-

tilBt Avenue,· Warrawong tuesday 5th June, 1945. 
Dear Mum,· Yes, here it is at last. We arrived home safely 
after having a lovely time with you. We went out to 
Nellie White & pearl last Sunday. Pearl had gone out 
wi th a girl for a walk, & Jim & Freda were at Wollongong 
at a. football match, so Nellie was on her own. 
~e told her you never got the telegram till 8 o'clock 
at night, & in future to ring up if they had. anything 
important to tell you Nellie aaid she bad nothing 
against you for not coming down, 8: would tell F lorri e whe 
when sbe oame home. She' a in Goulburn fol' a holi-
day. She took Joy & JOM wi th her L11a came home to 
housekeep for Les, Melville & Vera. Pearl's husband 
was on leave: be expected to be soon sent away; ,,"0 he 
& the boys accepted a ride on a truok in to Bri soan e .. 
The truok was loaded,g~ Denis stood on the side of 
the driver, when his haversack slipped.,He moved to 
pu; 1-1 i tup further, & lost hi s foo ting & fell on the 
road.. vthen they picked him up he was unoonscious, 
so they thought, They took him to hOSpital, but he 
(i i ed at 3 0' c lock in the morning from a fractured sk-
1111, so they said, when they held a post mortem. 
He died on MotheI's' Day, 13th of May. Bob White di
eei at 3 0' clook 1n the morning otoo.· I twas 5 years 
last Sunday week,27th of May. ·Oonnie left for 
Bri sDane last Satu:rda.y on her way to Amerioa. 
WeI re all t1p-t9P' ,~ hope that you, Dad, & Charli e a.re 
also. II 11 say good bye & the beat of love to you 
all from all at Warrawong. Love. Glad. xxxxx. 
p:ease excuse thiB,as I have just finished ironing & 

a"n in a hurry to get the tea on." 
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Wed. June 13, 1945. The 'weather ha8bbee~ra1ny dur1ing the 
'the 1ae 6 days, & there has been a 19 l'loodnat L -
.t8~~!i~eMOl of the town 18 under water. T -day 

To day we received the following letter from Florence:-

"Box 1 5 P.o. Nyngan , 10-6-45. Dear Folks, We 
were pleased to know that you were all well & that 
Jose had started work again. Hope that his cold 
soon olears up }ll'operly & he i8 soon A 1 again. 
We are all ppretty well now. I had a visit to the 
doc laat week-end. My baek had been troubling me 
nearly all the time I had that last cold,&:' it got 
so bad on Friday. t,hat I went at night & sa1l' Dr. 
Forbes. He said that I had fibrositi8,,'& that if it 
didn't clear up I would have to have hOSp1tal tr-
eatmen t. Anyhow, it has olearee up after a oouree 
of 1.1 & B tablets & a bottle of medicine. Now I am 
we 11 again & so are Robert & Bi 11. I t being SUnday 
we have had a pretty quiet day near the fire. It's 
been oold & damp nearly all the week, & raining 
slightly to-day. We don't have too muoh rain out he:. 
ere. It seldom rains heav11y. The weather has been 
real good until the rain came but it~'8 getting 
cold

d
now.-.A 0n the ooldest nie:ht of the week a man .i 

was rownl:lU. l.ntne BOgan river. Nobody.knows the y 
partilU!us, exoept that he was found next day ) & 
near him were 3 horses & a sulky & a tricycle. I 
went over to see his widow the day after ,& I have 
seldom seen suoh poverty. The walls papered wi tb n 
newspapers J & bare board floors. The townspeOple a 
are taking up a oo11eotion for her & her 2 children. 
Robert i8 worrying me all the t1me to tell you thitt 
"Daddy went to Oabar last night & I oried, BO he ' 
brought me back some old. 1011188 &: some pretty 10-
llies." He hates to see his Dad go anywhere these 
days, especially if he is going down the street. Rob
ert likes to be s1tting on the bar of the bike • 
••. _. Monday night. I left off writing last night: 
thought I might tbink of·something more to tell you 
at a lat.er date buj; I still haven't muoh news. 
Judging t?y tne Wireless, you are haVing plenty of 
rain over there. To-day has been oold, but no rain. 
I got my washing done, & have just finished ironing; 
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eo now I won't worry muoh if it rains all the week,. 
We went laat week to a social for the Ohuroh. They ~ 
often have entertainments of this sort here, but we 
don't go out much now; it's too oold dragging Robert 
out at night. It's hard to imagine Myela street 
wi thout auntie May; .&_ I suppose unole . Johnny & Til 
do mies her terribly. I have never heard. of 80 many 
cards & telegrams .. that. Well, it's past my bei 
time-- nope you alll keep well & happy-- Cheerio. Love 
from us all.' Florenoe." 

liN X 193961, ~.,. Cocking, 2/4 A.t}. H. Australi 11, Sun. 
4th June,1945. Dear Joe, rve, & Kilts, 
T was more t-ilaJ:l glad to 6et your letter t:l"l '3rll)I'~-1.i.:(~ 

to:) )C10W ttl3.t .Joe '.'Vas bac'r~ Eit work. t:Ft"l; ,~v,~:-: :i<.j;_ ) 

'to]) 1. -3 :j .!: , = '-n.]) ;~::;t n -r ' . .::; to w~nd e1' how Mum 
& Dad were, because I've only had one letter from ho
me sknC?6 I got here, & it was .ri tten before I left. 
Aft usual you SE:eln to be the rug again, cll2.2iL.t; l'CU).I! 

doing everyone else's work as well as your OlTLl. 'To 
finish up you'11 be making yourself QJ.'ook E1t:.:ai~. It 
seems as if you're goin.g to be like auntie May used 
to be-- always helping sick people; but If 'you ever' 
~aVr.:: o··:ca8~o;1 to giv,e a dose of castor 011 don't do 1 t 
the way she used to, & don't get wax out of .meone's 
ears as she did. 
)y "th0 way :lOU 1 78 wri tten about the lady from Boof' s 

p laoe she seems to 'be very ,nloe & a good nei ghboul'; so it' 
it's the right thing, to ale, ien't it ? 
You won't be able to s-tone Duff out of there w·hen ijhiJ 
kid i a ho·,lle, & she'll never be home wi th next door & 
tbe bike to keep her out She'll certainly cop plenty 
f or not studying & doing her home work •• I was $or1'Y 
to hear about Piokles. I wondered at hi s turning in the U 
council, but apparently this was the reason. Itll bet 
the neighbour on the other side never get the Sa.'1t8 
treatment;in fact I wouldn't be surprised if she 
hasn't even shown it to you. Anyhow, next time that 
she moans about the mi~co rattling the oan it will 
be your turn to tell her bow the kid bawls • 
Be Ii ke Mrs. Wallace was about Art. I was glad to bear 
that Jobrulo was home. Did you see him thi s tt1me ? Is 

I 
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he still putting on the beef? & what di,.d he have to say 
about the way he found things down home? 
NO, I don't remember anything about the Sharpes, but 
It 11 bet both you & Jo e burned the midnight oi 1 talk-
ing wi th them. Talking about Dad & his hair-cuts--
I've had mine cut to about half inoh long on top. I 
would have had 1 t all cut off, but I saw one pOOl' cow who 
did, when I was away, b.efore, & be finished up wi th a 
sunburnt skull, blisters & all. I'm going to try to make i i 
it grow straight baok, & even if it won't it's a bit 00014 

. er. It's by no means a novelty to be walking under the p 
palms & have a ooooanut nut drop alongside. I I ve 
drank the milk & eaten them until I'm just about 
tired of them now. The other day I was riding dowwn 
the road in a truok & saw the first Wild monkey. 
He ran across in front of us ; one of those common 
ones, about 18 inches high, wi th a ourly tail. The 
mob here sald there were 3 or 4 up a tree just alo
ngside the tent, bu although I looked for a quarter 
of an bour I couldn't see them. It is hard to rea-
lize that it is getting oold down there: those swines 
of Winter westerlies are going to be hard for me 
to take when I'm home for good. I had a letter fom 
Reg. David with yours. Ap~~rently he didn't call in 
home. He had an extra good time in Melbourne,overs
tayed his holiday, & hi s brother put him in the ma 
manpower; so he doesn't work there any· more, I want 
to answer hi s letter & wri te to Flo thi 8 afternoon 
if possible, so I won't write any more. The Yanke 
just took our photo, & my baldy head wi 11 be promi
nent. I don't know if 'f~' 11 be able to get a copy, 
but if we do I' 11 send it home. I'm sending a pho to 
that was taken back in Aust.ralia; it's pretty horr
ible, but perhaps Mum w6uld like it. All the beat. 
F red. If 

I have written the following verses:-
The New Cat Language. 

Sir, Once aigain let me complain 
Of some broadoasting oreatures 
flh I 0 mar the tongue I learned when 

nd mutilate its features. 
young, 
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Some, day & night, wi th g'reat delight & manner super-

Turn years to "yurs"; when this OOCUI'S ( OiliouB, "-
Would not it make one bilious 1 

I f years are It yurs" fears must be furs. 
To keep one warm when ohilly; 
And if time's IItame M lime must be lame; 
Which makes the language 8illy 1 

N 0 cultured man, since time began-
No Manzi es,.1fard, or Howella--
Would call 0 leow" like cats that meow, 
Nor maim the other vowels. 

What's wrong with 0 I want to know, 
Thlt it should suffer mauling 
By Oxford bounds until it sound. 
Like feline vaterwauling 1 

Young boys, I fear, now nightly hear 
(Likewise their little siaters) . 
The stilted speech,which I impeach, 
Of haughty English-twisters. 

No lettered Lang calls going "gang" 
Nor makes his diotion dismal 
Through stupid pride too huge to hide, 
N or ignorance abysmal. 

'His speech is slow, as hearexs know, 
But free from frills & flounces, 
tJnlike the tribe which I desoribe, 
Who mincingly announces. 

Tbei r shower is "shah" ,& power is IIpah" , 
While theatre is "thetter", _ 
And, not content with thi~, each gent 
Omi ts a final letter. . 

Tbus air is "ail It , & fair is "fat til 
To vandals of their kidney, 
While sure is IIshaw ll , & poor is "paw", 
And "SydB,!Z1I stands for Sydney. 

I 

" 

I 
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Besides all this it gives aome bliss 
To mangle Englisb daily; 
So war is "waw", & sore is "saw", 
And really is "railla.y , 

Some preaohers,too, have muoh to do 
Ere they oan sink eaoh mooker 
Of drawls & groans &' pulp1 t-tones 
To Davy Jonea' a locker. 

What moral might or regal righ t 
Have those highbrow broadoasters 
To bring to naught the llinguage taught 
By erudite sohoolmasters ? 

Those stilted jays should mend their ways, 
For though I'm but a navvy 
I like to hear,dist1no't &: olear, 
A language I oan "savvy". 

So,Fie, for shame!,I say! 'Their game 
Should stop & be forgotter; 
Their stuck-up style 1s more than Vile--
It's absolutely rotten ,. .,ft..c ~ # 

lt~ri. June 15, 1945. Th following letter came 
Walt: 

f rom ~lf):g:~ 

"159 Tregory Terra ce, B riSba ... 1e9-6-45. Dear }I'olks, 
I was particularly sorry to hear 0 f the passing of 
aunty May, as, although she may have been a bit rough, 

& ready ilK in some respects I'm sure she was a.lwa.ys 
sincere Ldid her very best for us all. Net only that, 
I feel tEat she was very valuable company for Mum & Da.d; 
& of couree I a.m sorry too for her own family, who must 
mis S her immensely. On the other hand, news of so mallY 
visi tors, including Jack, Glad, Art, the Bob family & 
all the kiddi es made good reading, & I hope that even 
wi th them gone there is still no "moping" on the home 
front. News of Joe's return to work was also very we~ 
come & I wa.s very in terest~ to hear of oUI' budding 
noul try farmers. I wrote a long letter to }f'red. last 
Monda.y, & it is my guess that he is at Moratl but the 
c enaor unfortuna.tely dele ted porti on of his d.~ttet 
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which may have given lit clue. I felt compelled to men-
tion aunt May's death, as he would have eventually , 
learned of it, & previous silence would then be inde
f ensi ble. In any. In any ca.se I 1'e1 t that he should ~ 
know, & that his worries for mome are almost wholly 
occasioned by the thought that you in turn worry, & it 
was along these lines that I wrote to whim, besides of 
couree giving him the local gossip. Sinoe last,writing 
we have had an almost con tinuous epell of wet weather 
here, which started on about the 19th of May when we 
1Nere dOINn to the Bay on a fishinf trin. Things otherw
i se have been prett y good, & I am well set up in my new 
office 8: still very busy. 
You will be surprised to know tha.t I had a letter from 
Ray Bone on Monday, & that he is the manager of La
ckerstein1s in O~perdown • This firm is aSSOCiated with 
the Produoers Distri~ting seoiety, whiob is an enor
!!loua organisation; ~ the P. D.S. has deoided to form 
a large engineering organisation for the construotion 
of buildings & the'manufacture of machinery for itself 
,~ associ a.ted industri ea. I was qui te flattered, when 
Hoy told me he haa promised, the gan·eral manager to co-
n tac t me 0: inquire if I would b~ in teres ted in taki~ 
oharge of the new project at a salary of not less than 
£ 800 p. a. At the momen t I have not commi tt ed myself 

in any way, but have wri tten fo I' further partioulars. 
However, there is just a pOBsi bi Ii ty that I wi 11 be back 
in Sydney sooner than expected. Next week-end being 
the kingls birthday holiday, we are going down to Bur
leigh Heads again, but it may be a bit cool for swimming, 
but enjoyable nevertheless. I hop~ you are all feeling 
fi t now after your long run of bad luck. "Cheorl0. Wal., II 

We also got this from Phyllis:-

II lOb Illawarra Road, Marriokville,12-6-45. Dear Mum & 
Dad, This is the last time that we'll be puttlnf; the a 
above address on our letters, aa we are mOVing camp aga. 
ain this week-end. The previous occupants of the house 
are coming back owing to the ill health of Mr •• Rowe's 
mother. Mrs. Roose senior resides here at Me.rrickville. 
She i iii a widow, & as Mr. Rose was her only ohi ld she 
i B wholly depend en t on him & hi s wi fe in ti mea of 

I 

I 
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sickness. I t appears that the old lady has Bright' 8 di-
sease & has completely lost the use of her legs. She i8 
to undergo an Operation at the end of the month,vh1ch 
may result in the amputation of one of her feet. 

Mrs. Rose junior feels that it is her du ty to care f
or her mother-in-law although she will be tied dOMl 
ouite a fair bit. The old lady will be coming here to 
live as soon as she comes out of hospita.l, as there are 
3 bedrooms in this house, & Mrs. Rose will be able to 
devote more time to her if she is staying under the: 
same roof as the old lady. We will make a. temporary 
home wi th Mum & Dad. I say temporary because I 8Jll 

optimistic in regards to the house next door to this. 
The folk there are wai ting fox arelati v'e' s house to 
be buJ.lt (l,ui Iaing operations have commenced., I believe) 
. We have been prQmised the house next dool', &. I feel 
sure we will be in itbefol'e next Summer. Arthur & 
Hum will no~ be comiIllg to NeWCastle for the holiday..,..... 
eek-end , as that will be next week-end & we will be g-
etting settled at lJum & Dad's house. We have deCided, 
however, that it would oe better to wait until the Aug
ust holidays which will commence in about 9 weeks t1me. 
Arthur, Mum & Doreen would then travel Un togett.er, & 
:,:um stay fox a week, which would be, qui te a change for 
11 ere I would look after Dad for that week, &, when 
1'~um returned, travel JP on my own & Btaythe last week 
8: retuXrl wi tb Arthur & Doreen. I f these arrangernen ts 
'lVould be convenien t for y'ou we can make final arrange-
mente at a later date. The English sailQr cousin 
arr1 ved in Sydney again last week. He brought 2 of IljS 

nels out one evening to meet Mum & Dad. Dad said it 
seemed that they were en tertaining the Bri ti ah fleet I 

8f' my cousin im on a cruiser, one of hie pals a destroyer, 
~,. & the other an aircraft carrier. Yo~an imagine the 

varied & exoi ting ta.les that were told that night. 

I 

How are Flo. 5i 11 & Robert getting On? I reall y mUst try 
to write to them in tbe near future. Goodness knows 
when I' 11 be se eing them a.gain. I don't sUppose it wi 11 
be at Ohri stmaa unless they call in on thei l' way to Ne-
weB. stle. I 9m enclosing a reCipe which I think you 
wi 11 fjnd accentable in these days of butter & egg sho-

rt%lgeS.Jtum & I have made the cif"ke a few tlmes,& it IlHB 
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be~Tl R Buccess each time. we baked it in a. long cake-tin 
& it was qui te nice cut d01\'TI in slices & spread Wi th Ii "

little butter. It is very much like one of those fruit 
1'011£\ you buy in the shops. Well,falks, I am afraid 
t here is· no mo re news Just ~lOW. Give our love to all at 
home. We are all keeping well, although D::>l:een i8 reco
verlng from a heavy cold. Her Spiri tIS, hOtleVer, have not 
been dampened by it, she is just as wild as evel'. 
a heerio fOT now, Love frem AI'thur, Doreen & Ph yllie. 1\ 

Tbiel is tbe reoipe for the Brownie Cake:~ 

One cu.p mixed frut t, 1 oUp sugar, 2 oups plain flour, 
1 Ol2p water; 1 tableSpoon dripping, 1 teaspoon oarb. soda, 
half teasnoon spice essenoe & salt. 
Yeti::od:-
Boil frult,dripplng, water & sugar. When 
flour & carbo soda & salt. Grease tin) & 
:l:oder:::.te oven for 3 quarters of an hour. 

0001 add Epic ('; 
cook in R 

our address i.rl future will be 15 Charles Street, Marr
ickvi lIe. II 

Sas. \-Tune 16 1945. Last Thursday I got an injection 
in my left aIm from a1 ster Grenell~ who has not yet gone 

frDm the hospital. I o.ould not get my pi::!.per nor film 
fl'orn Koda.ks. I bought 4 T.)Eickets of -pla.in flour for 
tum, as floUl' is short. Y'esterday I paved the floor 
of R portion of the fowl :tun wi th bricks & plated out 
f , , 

cO onlon plants. Charlie has put a chain in myoId 
silver wli~tch that my father eVidently bought of Mr. 
Hesenberg a.t Kadina. & ga.ve me. The wi-teh rtnlst be about 
100 years old, but it has not been used very much. 

'" '. ,.,' Y 'J Q 1 9 'r- L t tl r d ,t 0 d I'~ 0 t· .;.c.; ...... '.meL\,:, J..L.~). as lusay., '-ay t.. 

t[,j~-~~lony, from sister GI'f;nell. I could not get <'-I1Y 
f 1:rlf: nor YJ(i·-,el' at Kodaks, but I could have bought 
r;[ioto;o:;nJ.phic ~~late8 there. I 'oaught 5pounds of mi lle-
t seeds at Noyes

' 
shop in Newcastle for 1/-. rhis 

afternoon I 'oought 2/2 worth of fowl feed fl'om Owens. 
- 1 ' k t' t 1 ed II Fe 1'-.' Yesterday Bill pur!.:,y sent me a 000 en 1 •. 

"11." 
\ 

\ 

I 
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cbantmen At War. II It is lithe official 2torvof tile ... . 
:::ercr.a,."'lt Navy 1939 to 1934· II 

',% have received the followlng letter from FloI'ence:: 

II Nyrli,"an ?;)-o-/i5. DeBr ;/other & D2,d, ~.,Len I n(~i~Ve) 
your last letter so soon after youx reply I had inte-· 
nded to follow your example B: 'a11swer p:romptly too, 
~yut sO:!lehOVI the time has slipped by ~~" a~Y: a.fraid i tl ~ 
a 01 t longer than usual. I haven I t f~l t too llUC h 1~ 
Ike writi~g letter8 this week; my eaTe have been wor
rying me agai n, or I should say that my ear ba8 bee,n. 
I w~~nt to the 'doctor last Sunday, 8.: he docent t Brem 
to know much about the subject; anyholV I citrinl t. ~:'(i 
back there, & was ver y tempted to hop in the ";1·?1;r1 ;j, 

come home & see a good specialist. I was wishlnc that 
Sill had been home to talk it over with him. He CIEne 

home to day, ?t there ien' t much to talk over nov.'; 'c}:ct:;;" 
that ,wha.t '18.8 troubling me is just abo'Jt ri2;bt. 
~ omethi nf!' which mi ~:h t have been a bot 1. bUl1st las t ni ~ 
ght, & since the ear has discharged the Daif! hAS Just 
about ,gone. If it does recur I 111 rrotle.bly take the 
trip to Dubbo, as I don't want another 3 monthe Hke 
I had last winter .. Now that that little episode is over 
all 3 of us are well a.s usua.L Hope you axe all st
ill"in the pink." This is our third day of rain,it l B 
very continuous, but it will make our caulifloV'lt:'I's 
Grow: they ar e very tall, although they haven t t 8.D Y 
bearts yet. Be~1ides them we have onlons,Carrots, paT8= 
nips shallots, oabba,ge, & spinach. Tbey are all com-
ing on well. 'Spinaoh & turnips we are usin e;. VIe ha= 
ven't any flowers out yet,except violas lik~ panfd.es, 
but several are in bud. . 
Sorry to' hear of the boi 1, Dad,; if' ycu get toe ffiflD y 
go & see if the doctcr will give you something for 
them--sulpha diazone ( I think tha.t is the spelling) 
is very good; it cured me of boile in the ea.rB in 2 
dRYS; but you must have ii. doctor's prescription. The:,' 
are 6d. each, but you only need abcut 10,I think, to 
effect a cure. We are still waiting for Fred's letter. 
perhaps he is a bit like me & keeps putting it off. 
f~evaHel~dt8~ut Ph earl White's husband" wa,sn , t it ? 

a.ve a.d a fair share of oad luck in re-
oent years I suppose pearl will ccme back & live wi= 
th Ne 11 ie aga.in 
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I hope Connie Bob gets a better reception than some ... 
of the girls' going over: they are :r;retty disappointed 
according to the papers. Well, Bi 11 has my batll reay, 

& I ha.te a cold bath (it's too wet to go hunting ou-
tside for more wood) so I'll say cheerio.Good night. 
Love from us all P. S. Thanks for the tin about'the 
rationed goods. I'll inquire here. Florence. II 

We also .received trJiS from Fred:-
" X 193961 Pte. F. Cocking, 2/4 A. G. H. Australia. n ~ 

I a.;~ sorry that I have !fept you waiting for a. letter 
for 80 long, but since last wrote there have been 
nG Dostal facilittes ava.ilable, hence it was useless 
w4i tinge You must have p'ut up some load argumen ts 

8.. a lot of time to get the G),k/ts run poultr Yi 
& even 

nOY/ I suppose that you get an occa.sional grow • 
There would be no UBe in you sending. anything, because, 
as you eay, it wouldn't keep; & besides the grub is 
on the improve & should shortly be ~od again. We 
h ad real calm weather coming over, & apart from the 
uwual few who knew beforehand that they would be sick, 
1 t was a real nioe trip for everyone. Wa1 wrot e t e-
lling me that aunt May had died, & tha.t you told him 
not to let me kno:w, but rea1lY,although she was a. real 
good scout,. it was ne shook to me, as she has been s
ick so long, & if she felt at all well she had to go 
Qut, & didn't like being idle a minute. I don't 
know whether Wal~told you about his effer of a Sydney 
jeb or net, or that Reg. David is no longer working 
for hi s brother. I r would be nice for you if he & 
Wal both finished up working there, wouldn't it ? 
I t must have been like Ohri stma,s having everyone at 
home (except Flo & Bill) , but you never told me any 
news' about them; but as soon as I get time I'll wri te 
to them all & so get their news first hand. It's 
Draftieall y da.rk & there 1s very p~eor light,so I'll 
finish now & wri te semething deoent at the first oha-
nce. It's good to know that Joe & his family are 
well, & you 8: Dad too. This will at least let you 
know that I'm (l) k. You never said if you got a. ph-

oto I sent you. So long. Fred." 

I 

I 
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Frio June 29, 1945. This.morning I wrote a note )0 Mr. Fi 
J.Finnernore asking him whewer plqtes will suit him 
instead of films.l1Cold weatber. 

Sat. July 7, 1945.L
iw
ast Thursday I got an injection fror:l 

9i ster Grenell. She thanked me Mr ... Ev an 8 fir our don
ations to the collection that was made for her coming 
wedding. I bought a 5/32 drill for 11 t~ at paynter' m:l, 
8: 5 los. of :r.illet seeds for 1/- at Voyes' s shop. 
I paid J..'rs. Watts 2/- & posted the Life Of Frane8s 
iillard to Robert purdY.I" paid lvfiss Smith at Giles's 
1/ 11/- for doctor Oni tz. The papers are full of 
reports of the dea.th of John Curtin,prime minister. 
Er. Ford is now in vurtinl s place in t:Pe Federal Dar
liament. We have received this letter from Arthur!-

1115 vhar18s Vt, Sunday ( July 3 1945. Dear tolks, 
Curley can join the Refhabites as a juvenile,subject 
to Joe & IVy gi ving proof of her age & the fact that 
ah e is in good health. As far as I can asC ertain fr
om our rule book the cost is only 6<1.. per quarter, b 
but I don't believe it: I must have misread things 
somehow. As far as I know the juveniles have regular 
meetings, & attendanoe at these would be a good thing 
to develop Curly sociall y. t1Ll.6:ll. &Htt r~acne-" 10 .. \;;1 t;!,r.;," 

t he age 01 16 she can anply for adult member ship, which 
will cost her about 15 bOb per quarter. The o-lder 
a. person is (after 16) at the age of joining, the gr
eater the cost -per quarter. I joined at 26, & I pay 
£ 1-3-7. phyllis joined at 16, & she paid 15/3. The 
Rechabites seem a pretty fair mob to deal with. You 
remember when I had the flu in Newcastle the year be
fore last ? Well,beeide~ getting my sohool pay for 
the week, I received 3/6 a day from the l~ge. 
I feel like the village idiot for Speaking so sharply 
to the laundry ueoDle when I was last home. You must 
feel a b1 t dopy about it too, but, as you say, sewell 
& Wighams & the Newcastle Stea~ Laundry peonle are 
pretty lax in their methods •• Anyhow i tl s good you 
have the costume. Your oomments on my li ttle sweet-
heart, Mum, are what I call fighting wo:rds. Fanoy 
suggesting that eur little girl is so wild that she1d 
be likely to waUe off the train 1 Oh no, our kids 
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don't do things like that. Y$urs might have done that, 
& other fellows' might, but not ours. Doreen is a 
good nip, so good in faot that I take her out on my , 
own froIT: time to time. She & I went to Congress to
gether last Sunday aftern(!)on, & $he was a Ii ttle 
lad y 1 We wan t to write to Fred; eo wi 11 you send 
ue hie address, please? Thanks. Hew is your lip l-
ately, MUIn ?You mlu~tn't neglect it, you knGw. 
And hOlT are Dad & ~haI'lie getting on ? pretty well 
we hOpe. phyll & the Wi theridges send their la>ve. ' 
The nip is in bed, so she won't be sending her's 
Just no". She'll see you next month. Arthur. II 

This is just a little p S. We are very anxious to buy 
doreen a doll's pram, but although we have lools:ed ev
~rywhel'~ made various inquiri es, so far we have fat led 
to locate one. I remembered just recently that Daphne 
h as a. Ii ttl e 1!)'ram, & was wondering if she lVould be w-
i lling to sell it .I reall y mean sell-- & not as a g-
i ft. Would you Dlease have ali tt Ie word with IVy ab
out it? You can let me knOlT in y<!)Ur next letter. 
I bet pOQr old Dad was "hauled ever the coals ll re the 
missing costillne. Never mind; all's well that ends well. 
See you all sometime in the futuxe. Love. phyllis. II 

We also received this letter from Walter :-

11159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane 29-6-45. Dear Folks. 
Wilen I last wrote we were experiencing very heavy & 
pro longed rain up her e, as you wi 11 haver ead, it 
even tually flooded Northern N. S. W. tonns. However, 
after some co Id Westerll es during the last oouple oJ 
weeks, we are now having excelJ. en t weather ,although 
the ni:ghts are cold. 
I wrote to Fred a few weeks ago, as also did Reg. David, 
& Reg. l1-ad a letter from him a couple of days ago. 
As expected, Fred men tioned the fact that censol'ship 
had prevented him from writing earlier. He is eVide
n tly qui te well, but somewhat tired of tinned foods, 
although he expects that to impll'ove shortly. If you 
have not heard from Fred yet I'm sUre it won't be lo
ng before you or I do. t':orotai, by the way, is the 
most Northern island of the Halmahera's. 
I have had no further information regarding the Syd-

I 

I I 
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n ey job, except that Ray Bone' is get ting further det
ails for me. I n the mea:ltime, we are to. be pa.id for 
saturday mornings in futu~e, & my living allowance has 
at last been restored. ork is still very busy, th-
ough, & to-morrow morning--:r may go down to Southnort 
to insnect some steam & hot water plant for purchase, 
in which case I'll nrobably stay down at th e coast 
for the week end. ·Five of us went down to Burleigh 
H eade for the king' sbirthday week-end, & ha.d a..'1 exC
ellent time. You will be surprised to kn')w that the 
water was very nice for swimming, being by no means 
too cold. Your last lett ex wasvery welcome, T)a.l'ti-

. cu1arly ae everybody answel'ee the roU-oall wi th "!11 
-present & cor:r4ct, sir. II Evidently Joe is his old 
eelf again after his long siokness. ,You seem to ha-
ve missed my point wi th regard to Fred -- hie chief 
ooncern woulrl seem to be that you worry about him. 
'N a turally he would 11'80,'1 t, to know all the news from home, 
whether good or bad t but as Wi th most peOple away f1'= . 
om home, he is anxious that he pe1'80ne.lly should O!:tU= 

se no worry or anxiety. Anyhow,it's good to hear 
of everybody being well down the~,'e, as I too am. 
pi!ease let moe know if you can ever use some more cash. 
E no lased £5. Cheerio. Wal." 

Yesterday we reoe:L ved this letter from ?'1.ore;lce: ~ 

ttNyngaH, Sunday, 1-7-45. Dear I~other B· Da'-1.s 
',(I ell , it looks as thought the trip home is off for the 
r.:resent,anyway. }.'!y ears are not so bad now thRt T 08nlt 

wai t until ~hri stmas ,& unless they do become uainful 
again, I'll 'IVai t & perhaps see a doctor over there 1.1' 
thi 8 fungus business i en t t c leaxed U'n. I am pr e tt y c
ertain that it won't be. I doni t think the doctor he
re knows 8...'1ything about it. I 8.;'n using an ointment Y 
that he prescribed for me, & that, I hope, will nTev
ent any bOils, but as for using the drops (recti.fieci 
Bnirits of wine) ,I am afraid that my ears are too 
tender for that, & I think they wi 11 need' trea tm en t 
first Ii ke I had last time You remember he gave me 
some treatment in the surgery before I used the clrouS 1 

8: .J. t:nink that I need ti1at treatment again .. , but 111.1 

h:8ve it awhile beCAuse now, afO I said befor, I haven! t 
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a:ly nain. Long journeys don't anpeal to me much this 
ee) hi weather, ?~ ,as yO'J. know, I a~:J nTetty hard to 'Out 
u", with wi-;en it's cold.;so I.ho~~e I £l2.Vell't got to "
inflict my presence on you afLain tllis ,iinter. It 
tak.:-s Bill all his time to put up with me sometimes. 
He says he'll send me home to ;,~other; but I tell him 
you won' th ave me: so he has to put up wi th me aec ase 
be promised tlforbetter or wor~sell ,& you didn l t. 
Ro ber t f,. I have had a pret ty qui e t day, . or perhaps H
ooert's day hasn't been so qui'et, as be went to 
-"I.:lthony Walker's birthday Darty this afterIfoon. That 
i fl r-kbert! s 7th since he came out here, & 11e will be 
~aving his own narty on Wednesday; so tbat's a pre
tty good record •. Valerie is away for the week-end, 

So 3ill went to Bourke yesterday. Itl s a great custom 
out here to have birthday parties, & of course Hobe'rt 
doesn't like to be left out. We are asking about 14 
k iddi es: it' 8 just a small affihir, , but I think 13111 
would have liked to be here to see Roberti s first 
D arty.. I had a letter from .Mr s. 8mi th during the 
~eek, & she is moving into,a house in Kerr street this 
vleek-end, & seemed very glad that she didn't have to 
t.8.ke the house in Hamiltoq.~ I .am glad that you got 
~rO'.lr cress back a!.-:ain, but I can l t see bow you were 
t,-, blame for the mistake .. It has been a beautiful 
c12.:,r llel'e, au t yesterday morning was very cold: it's 
t:, e WOTS t :norninv I have ever known in IT yngan. 
YO'.l TememoeT the 'Oicture sho. you went to over here-
"Jell it's for sale at ,£ 800. I,rr. stallard~ the owner, 
[;26 been ill & irl hospi tal for mO::1ths,· which is the 
reason for his wanting to get rid of it, but so far 
:. haven't hearel of anyone wanting it. Our landlady; 
~:iS8 l3irnons, i's in hospital, as she frequently i8,( 
with a cancer of the stomach), but this time the doc
tal' fCi ves li ttle hope for hex. he thinks she will 
a ;;,ly Ii ve a few Jionths at the most. 
"'ell, it I" bed time, so I I 11 say cheerio. -- Love fr 
om Florence. 
P.S. No, rother, I don'.t think the baths affect my 
ea.rs.1I 

I 
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sato1July. 7: ~945. CVontinued. Last 'qed1'leeriav T Id 
my e ec trlc plck-D:a to )'1' J L 6 v - so 
: "'lyfi eld f r 25/-·' .. · a;vson of 1 Roe street 

, "<, -,' 0 -<' • He Came 0 ~l T nur sd ay lli gh t ~o, 0' _ 
f. 111..- d'leql,Le lor the amOll,nt He work<::-' , -, ,~,ave 

at Stual't 8: Ll0 I' 0:; b . . ~ . '-' In FLl offIce 
shortl yc a, ut Is expectInG to be shifted 

y. "u' I . 8: . h' " .''',. m 8 penSIon ,'rllne ave oeen ral seCl :r(J~~ 

£ 2-9-6 '0er fortnight each to £' 3-0-6 e80h • 

Tues. July- 17, 1945. Ivy ha.s received t,fte fQllosing' 
letter fmm Fred: - .... 

, f! N X 193961 F. Cocking 2/4 A. G. B. A ustrali a, 1st July 
1945. Deal' IVy, I IIU Ilorry to have"tQ disillusion you 
about the address. It was written by one af the fell~ 
ae in that photo I sent •• I had no p~ & I wou1dn 1 t 
use hi& fountain pen, so he did it for me: anyhow the 
only Ilfairy IGcksll would have been a very brunette 
brunett e of the genus kn01YIl as "b00nl£lI. As things 
have quietened down considerably I can tell you, wi
thout being afraid that Y'?u t 11 worry too muoh, tb.t 
11m now in N.W. Borneo, but regulations stop me fXGm 
B cayin" much mere than just that. I had a lett ex fr-
om Rei. DaVid the other dayS: I can't help thinking 
ef the .tate he was in. You know, I BUpJXlSe, that he 
wrote tG me while in bed with a. bail er ulcer on his 
shoulder. He wrote it with his left hand, & it would 
have taken sexton Blake all his time to deCipher it. 
I ha.ven't heard any mcpre from Wal,& I'nl anXiously wa
i tint;' to bear of any develGipmentl about the Sydney a
hOlf. I 8uppo8e that yGu pe&>ple are too: 1 t wi 11 aff
ect you more than me. I know hcw he'd. rather be there 
than at Brisbane, & if the manpower don't stop b_~l I 
think that that'll where he'll finish up. I am E"': 

ing seme of the Jap money that was used here: a 10 
cent f(!)r each of the kids. I have some mere of other 
values which I'll send home t. Dad when I wxi te next. 
N early every day there' &l a .tack of 100 ale wanting to 
barter it or pine-apples & bananas f0r whatevel' they 
oan get from matches or tebacoo to tinned grub. 
The trouble is that although we get teo much tizmed 
Btuff it's always disbed Up on the pla,te,& so we nevel' 
if~fPiRnbr$ken tin to swap; just another instance 

.g what eacb other wanta, but ne way of makin 
a level swap. I got a letter from Jee to-day, & I' ~ 
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glad to hear that he's practica.ll y e k ,but I didn 't 
kn~n that he's been learning h~w te be a farmer,or t-~ 
bat he skinned hi. heel in the attemp-t. Kei tb seems 
to be it very prec0c1ous sort of lad; in fact, if you 
ask me,he knows mere than the rest .f yQU all put 
together: Wal inoluded"who alth0uib I'd told him 
prtwi€Jusly, had to be teld a second time before he'd 
believe it. Before weld got eff the beat seme nig
gare in canoes oa.me out to meet us & I thought we 
were going to see BGme queer looking things. Their 
heads were practioall y' shaved, but a Ii ttle patch had 
been left & was abGut, 6 'inches Ion", but they weI'e 
tb e only ones I I ve seen like that, & nOlT they seerr, 
to be f~rly in telligen t wi th nothing unusual to di
s tingui sh them from any otb er t'I bCOD.(ls". You never 
eaid anything about the t~e er desib~ of the house 
tbat Art WQS contemplattng,nor the Cltst, er woo'& go
ing to erect it. It seems to me that if be had a yam 
tG Ohip it wouldn't do any harm, er maybe you & Joe 
could talk i tover wi. th him. I' rI.I always a b1 t afraid 
th~t he has Jahnnme's bad luck, & , like IJim, w11l ' 
XloQme the preverbial in Jehnno' s usual lan~age. 
Tbe photQ we. an 't a good one, but 1 t did no harm to 
send it •. They're all good fellas & the ohaps I wcrk 
with. The young snowy head, incidentally, wrete the 
address. Thi &! seems abou tall fGr non, s& I 'll fi-
nish up. Look after yourself. Fred. II 

'Ve have received this from Florenoe:-

II Box 15 1Jyngan 10-7-45. Dear Mother & Dad, 
Firet of a.ll I must thlilllk you for the birthday gifts 
, th2.t a.rrived.We haven't deCided yet what we Shall buy, 
DU t Ro be l~t suggests keepin g hi S lID ti 1 we go to New
castle & then buying Ii. cowboy sui t, a tent,.& a gun. 
He was very pleased wi th the book you sent to-<iay, 
D~d,~ although he was ~ven 10 pioture books for hie 
birthday, he seemed to get more fill'l looking at the 
pictures inA this one; his main interest i8 that "Dad 
Dent it. It nyhow, it will come in useful for him later 
on. Don't blame me for that letter being poeted minus 
a Btamo. while I was looking in tile box for matI Robert 
slippea. it in the letter bex. He always c9.r1'iftl YQux 
letters down &' PQstsn t~em, but I generally keep etampw 
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l!t~:;:-F~ & 1'11 t tbi4rtl or; befo:I'f: I go to t'C(';'(HJ't. u~':'j G!.' 
t Y: ->,',' t cl :'"'~.V T 1"'" ~. :.'. :.~ (".ru t,', (j-"''':" t }., p 171 ~ RIO' "l') E r t- 'ti't ~'~ {... .~. ,.', 1-', .t"!"'1 ~ i , .... t,·1 (,'j~' _-. _ f • J.. .. I __ , t., f.. ".' .• . 11, " •. ' , . l., '_} . l ~ '. __ ,', " 

G}C~ fie btrt1·'j.Jn:-.,r ·t·;·3.~ ty \VHB a p::rf--at :f;:lC;.~~~;.:·, ·~!t:· 

(.~ (vi f.!8 T~:~; .~! n. ~r J .3: I t}~1nk ~ 11 t.t~:,e :15 ~:: ·:;'~'T~: . ~;'._ .. 

tlQie~ :~,)tl.rtc·erl tl~e.~rt~ rl~Ye: onJ_y 5 cOl..tl,d_n.Dt ;;{~:<~le~ 

T W(1).lrJ t.;tYt' liked to get some en SlrpB, but VaJf:'~:,rlr:' (';) 
·)Jeln-t i~::<')t R filn; PO we had to t!1islS th<;tt ";l.:r~ ~~r \:~, 
r w;:)1.11d hElve l.i. k~ cl to send 8G.lfI!e over to ~lO l:'" I :;;:. 
cending SOnl('3 OYB1juet for you ;to locik Rt th::.1.:, '.In; 

~'::',~(}?,:J' i:ht!: c!!'r;C::i.t~~ .. ~~r;f.~ noV!C! F.~Ve\r: 11'! cl:id ~·:;:;'i.V~ ~:r:,vE;r'~~} 

rj;,t,B of f:c:,cL .' ':~or,!t thtnk tnt":y \7(:\)ld ;:,,0 :,01'";·)\.1.', ;f' 

,,; ",'-' '·"'-"'1 ""'~ f Crf'-V "..,.."'> ,..'0 .... ""'Ty [2'ot'1(l 'i',\, 1 'r ri'::i [,,';,;:' : ... j.. -:' " ir _ ~ ) \.,.1 l ~., .... :.. V . L ~. ,; ::::to ,I. ,_. t, or v ....... .,!'. ,~ ... h _ 

L therr: OVer' J·~H:d. so thB.t you C~Hl sr:,{! ,j'iJf:,t ho?-: ~ .• : 1. 
.• I"~ ""~ , '"I ""- +}.,,~ r' ~·F-· .~ ""C 1 r'·-"'n.4""f)n ·","-'i 'J'! '\", , .... ';lLf:~CrCJ..~·.~ '.·.\J~t;,.. jt..)l .. tUe.~ .4.~c." .• ;),. t"ll . .L,y;;,4.U-ftlo"4' t. t..,.,... ) .. i,t;-.~ 

~:n li;;;B t::oocl f11.L no,,} witb hip. bike.; hf:: \<H)1;J.;5li;.:;"':";};"· 

f~ -: t. it at all lJht.i 1 hi e blrtbday .. Wl1f.~rl I Y~T(})Jl.d nH \-" ., ... ~. 
':: r i (l e it 11(' Vil'O ulcl 8~.:r that t t waE~E it hi B (,d. I' !: 
y'{,::t.An:,rhoVi, :lC~J I think that it W8.-Sr;.it Jusi; 3,\\'(a's'<,; 
(;; .'oaIley-. ThE', l:i.·~tle gil"l.) I h9.d b(·tt~r e:,x:nl~.in!, ,~; 
3f:";er:liy ·~·ounf-;>. She is a dear little k1dclit'J,altn 
onc:1:": ~jhe d08gn' t look so g00d in the sn~pR. Sh~~ C~~7i.e 
'Jy,", Rt lunch time on the day of Ro bert I Ii> par ty & w'.~n t 
home the next morntng. She will be ~ in OcteD,",:!', 
~),'Ul l.S out to·-nigbt at a. practice :feI' iii conce:rt the.t 
tl"l~ men of the cburch are 'Outti.ng on tbtsTh'llT(,ch;y )1. 

1 f;bt in the Tovm HClll~ There a.re ethel' ltems too, 01.:t 

it wi 11 be m&!.lnly the di alog'lle & songs by the meJ~; (:~. 
of ceul' ae he must go to that. If ther e i, s an aC (;(.,.tn t. 
j n the 100 &.1 pap er I (11 send it on e "{e had til 1. et,,·, 
tel' from Fred the other da~ He WRS well, althou J 
'.lon't think thexe waf, any news muoh t exoept th<;;,t ,;~, 

Lad plenty to ocoupy his time; certainlyenougb ":;0 t:( 

able to enj 0 y hi s sleep at nt ght. There i en i tail:l 

startling news to tell you, so 1'11 close donn, 
l-1opethat you a.r 2 well. Cheeri o. Love fX'om us B.ll 8: 
many thanks. Florence. 
P. 8. Had £10 off er ed me fo r my weddinL d recs tIl e () l')<f ,. 
night." 

Tuesday oontinued.) I hav Tt)ceived. tlle follol'llin~, 
t eT from Yuil' Ho Ibu rn & MaT j ori e Pi ",eI' 

Ie t"r.·· 
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110/ aDept of post War Reconstruction, 203 Oo1J.insSt., 
Melbourne. 11-7 -45. Dear ilr. Oooking. 
We' are returning herem th a number of your poems that 
we will be unable to use. Our work on the antholo~y 
has been considerably prolonged owing to the necessity 
fox ruoh additional & oareful researoh. We are hOptn~, 
however, that the bo.~k will be ready by Christmas & a. 
as soon as we have ocantpleted our final draft, we shall 
return the rest of your poems to; you. Wi th kind regards, 
Yours fraternally, Marjorie pizer Muir Holburn." 

The poems' returned are: - "I Wonder. II "Anzac Dri vel. II 
IINew Year's Noises." "A Good Examp:}..e." IIAt The 
Gate. II ".Are You Oon ten ted ? \I liThe Class-struggle 
Oontinues." "What Is Olass-Consciousness ? II 

P ensionere. ft "What Is prohi bi tion ? II 

If What I s An Empire ? ~ II "Foolish Uan." \lWei 11 
Take Our Own Again." liThe Workers. II "What Is 
patriotism? \I "Why BLoggs Should :Sa Audacious.·1l 

II Be Extreme. II \I .What Is Capt talism ? II "What Is. 
Socialism? \I \I The Soldier's La.meD. t. II.. "What 
Socialism I 8not~ \I U Let Old Oraf t-Uni ons Be Forgot. It 
1\ Empi re Day." "HE)w To Rob & Fool A Nation. II 
II The infernal Sack." IIS1eep On: & Take Your Rest. 1\ 

1\ 6i x Hours." \I Do You Know ?" 

'They still have nTo Mothers." ."Circumstances Alter 
o aS6s." itA Millionaire's Pension. II II A Jingo's J er -
emi ad. 1\ 1\ A Collier's Life. \I II A Wage-S1ave's Life. \I 
II To Soci a1 p arasi tes. II II A Sbirker IS Lif e. II tiN ew 
Year l s Nonsense. II 

Frio July 20, 1945. I went in yesterday as usual & 
got an injection in my right arm from sister Grenell. 
I paid Mrs Watts 2/- & now owe only 2/- each for the 
year. Yesterday week I caught a cold through bein~ 
wet & cold, but I am now almos.t well again. This c.:> 

evening I go t a certificate from doctor On! tz for the 
Gardeners's lodge, & posted it to Mr. Jones. Last We
dnesday I.posted a. verichreme llb film to Yr. Finne-
more. To-day we received the following letter from Fred:-

liN X 193961 Pte. F. Cocking. 274 A.G.H. Australia • 
." 
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"Tues. July 10, 1945. Dear'Folks I can take a hint, 
& as a matter of fa.ct it does look better. By the t 
time you get this you should already know, from the l
etter I sent to IVY, that It IT! in N. W. Borneo; & where 
I wa.s before that shouldn't be hard to work out; in 
f act by the letter I had from you to-day you seem to 
know as much as I do myself. Up till just lately 
we've not had to put stamps on the letters. No stamps 
available didn't mean exactly that, because although 
there were stamps there was no Borneo ca.sh; 0.: OiI.l th01![h 
we had nlen'ty' of a different sort of foreign money we 
might just as well have been broke. However, the 
canteen gave us tiok, 8: as there's no other place to 
suend money we were just as well off wi tbout it .. 
I t seems strange that although we know the value of 
the money 8c hoY{ m any dollars go to the pound, we just 
don't seem to know t11e Spending power or value we 
should get.I hope that It:n not so long away that I'll 
fc rget what a Itcoupla bob" should buy. Being here 
means an extra 9d. a day ; so I'm drawing 9/3 a day 
: what a phenominal screw! No woncier IlFatll keeps 
getting fatter, is it? Doni t thinl< I' 1'11. mO~l.l1ing __ 
fer from it. I've been in ~cn worse places & lived 
under muCh ":".'O!se cond1 tiona. In fact 1 t' s very pIe
asan t here no,,",. me have moved out of the tents in to 
a house; a nice clean jlace, built on stilts, with a 
veranda a1)out 10 x l2~ (where I' ill 8i tting now wri tir;g 
thi s) & one 0 ther room about 20 x 16 where a;;ou t 6 t)f 
us sleep. The workshop is underneath, 6.: we've man
a.ged to rig up quite an effective electriC light. 
I just filled my recently acquired fountain pen: it's 
handy, ;)U tit ne eds 8. bi t of atten tion. I got it sec
ond-hand, mlt it'll come good -- no, don't send me 
one. A Chl.nesf.rhis wife & a COuple of kids lived here 
before us., & ,al though I don't think it needed it, 

. we've sprayed & fumigated it about a do zen ti mes; so 
it should be ele.an. I f/m in real good nick! nothing 
the matter wi th :ne, 7 you know how glad I am that ev
Ary one down there is the same. I wrote to Flo, but 
she hasn't answe=ed yet, so, I didn't know that her ears 
had been orook again. Itt s nearly time for lights 
out, so ISII have to finish, but I have to write to 
Joe first chance I get; . so anything I've mi saed to-
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night I'll put in it. There's Gnly one thing ~.ot m~ 
trioked I was terribly surprised to see the ~onogra~ 
,jn the envelope you sent: either you're getting very 
loyal or the shor tage of everythi ng is r esponsi ble .. 
Still, 4 was very glad to get it. Thirteen days to get 
here seems a bit too much, doesntt it? espeCially 
when other fellows are getting them in 3 or 4 days. 
I'll enolose in thi s a few Jap notes up'nto one dollar. 
So far I baven' t been able to get a 5 or 10 dollar 
note,but if I do I'll send it to you. 
r men ti oned in a nrevious letter to you how sorry I 
was to knolV about~ aunt May, but actually it never ca
me as a shoCk, because lId expected it for some ti
me., knowing ho" sick she has been lately. 
Thanks for the air-mail stickers. I have nei ther time 
nor room for any more. So l~ng. Look after yourself. 

Fred. It 

Fred hac1. enclosed Jap notes of the following values: 
v ne cent; five 'cents·; ten cents; fifty cents; & one 
iollar. All are printed in English. ' 

Wed. July 25 1945. To-day we received this from Wal ter-

~ 159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane 23-7-45. Dear Folks, 
! am rather late in wri ting, but there has, in fact, 
been very little to write about. Life here id quite 
pleasant, as usual, I am nC3t overworked, I am well pa
id & I have p-retty well everythEin I need--, so that's 
not too bad all reund, is it? You too seem to be 
ke~)ing well, whioh is very nice to know. ; thus pe
rhap's with the exception of Mum's & Dad's sore eyes 
.~1: Flo's sore ears, all of wh10happarently have now 
passed. The weather here is very pleasant lately & 
I expect that the Bame applies to Newcastle. 
A t the mamen t I am s1 tting at home Ii stening to a 1i t
tIe "MiClcy Bouse ll wireless which Re~. DaVid has 
kindly given me tIle use of. Since last writing to you 
I have had a letter frOfll ] red, & he is eVidently quite 
well & getting very brewn. In my reply I impressed 
on him the desirabi Ii ty of letting me knOll of an ything 
which Could be of any use to him; this would be m0l'e 

oonvenient th~~ sendini things from do\Vll there, but 
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so far he hasnlt asked for anything. Ho~ever, I exp-
ect a letter any day now • Still no news to hand of 
that new jQbs wi th P D. S in sydney, but a new chaD 
named °mi th ( forme :'ly Mayor 8mi th) has started here 
8: is aSSisting me. , 8: Helbourne is now seriously cons
idering my transfer. They are also considering Jut
ting me on the permanent staff, which I don't mind 1)
ecause I ca.n alway.s leave in any Case if 1 w:ant to. 
The car has been losing power lately, so I took it to 
the garage this morning & they may have to f1 t a 
new set of rings. Cheerio for the presen t -- hope 
you are all well. Yours Wal." 

I have fini shed concreting the floor of the fowls 
house, & have plan ted seme grape vine cu ttings near our 
eastern fence. 

Sun. A"\1g. 5 1945. Last t~ur8day week 8: last Tl1u:rsdEr..Y 
I got injections frem sister Grenell ,but she is to 
De at toe h(l)spital only aD.Qther week •. On TLur.,L)tb 
I went to Mr.' Williams' house IO.r the lQdge cheque, Dut 
the gi rl eQuId. not find it. ]Xr. Wi IIi ams brought it 
2. few days afterwards. I g'ot a certificate from doctor 
O":')i tz on t.l:le ~~fd. 20th of ,Ju lYe 
Y;;sterday we rf'ceived the folloWing letter frGlm Ylorence:'~ 

·"Nyngan 30-7-4:,. ::Jesr Mother?" Dad, i~ow what have y0)u 

been saying about me? I'm sure it's not very cO'::Dli-
men tary, so we'11 skip it. I I 11 ad'i t you [laVe h'ad 
reasam to growl til. bi t : I have been nre tty l@ng-winded 
this time. It's a. IlDng story. F'irst of all ::JY ea.rlS 

trouble me pretty often still; 80 I made an appoilllt'!1ent 
to see a doc tor in w bbo las trriday week. I c .. ,ugL t t 
th e Bourke train on which Bi II was returni n£: ,\ BO the 
f ami ly h ad the week-end in dubbe, returning on },;ondB.Y" 
Last night was the concert I spake of, I so ::: thoug-ht 
I would wal t :\ sO be able to tell you all &l.bout that, 
~: send the local naper over with the account of It at 
the sa.me time. anyhQw, there was no mentian of the 
ce~cefrt in ~he paper. By this mv ears were nretty 
pcun ul ag'un & 80 wr1 t1ng was put aside again. 
Yesterday they oommenoed to di soba.:rge again 8e n~w are 
oIet ty eas y •. The doc tor said' it wi 11 take a lang time 

lb?/ 
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to heal them. I wasn't very satls ied with his treat
~Xii{l ing them. I think doct0t parret undel'stands tbe "
troClble better tllaI1 any of them. \?{e were disapF)ointed 
triat I had nGt taken the trip o0me. J:ry eyes had been 
troubling me for a week befGre I went dOWTI,1- be tr'eat
ee tnem 8: gave me Oil. pretty thorough test. He said 
I need glasses; anybQw I have the prescription for th~ 
em J but I'll get them when I really have tG. He se
ems to be much more interested in eyes than ears al th
o u ~'h 11 e s-o ec i ali 8 e sin be th • 
• i ell, tbe" concert was a great sucoess ..,.-the best ever 
been in Nynga..'1 was the verdict of most,peOple. The co
ncert party will be gettin~ iii few trips to the surro-
und ing p lac es to put 1 t en there. Tue same af terno-I,;>rl 
tHat I had made arrangements togo te S'l.JbbQ I had a 1-
ettel' fr0ffi Olive Worley sayin~ that she bad been 8;OP
oi,nted there. AnyhOW, I had made arrangements to stay 
at the II pub" , vut we went & saw ber on. the ""unday af
ternoon. 3he lQoked pretty well, & the quarters there 
is a lovely brick place--l€>0ks pretty new tel) me. Her 
district, she says, extends right out thrQugh Bourke 
to tbe Queensland b0rder, 8: wi th nli) cenveyanoe & all 
their collecting to do , she is pretty wGrried. ~lie 
wanted a loa.n of Bill's car, but I haven't seen it y 
yet sine e Vie e arne to N yngan. Now I think I have said 
enou.gb abDut us for a whi. Ie. How are you all? I l1le 
hone Dad' 8 cold is all right again, & that Jose & Ivy 
are well by now. I intended giving you a ring to
night, but Valerie had to work baek1.~ of course I 
couldn't leave Robert in tlie house alone. It's BillIE; 
f.l e ek away. Thanks f01' the message re t be sai lQr, Mo
t her, I think Bi 11 wi 11 wri t e Selme day al though he ~ 
c1.oesn't know tlJename. He got word some time ago tbat 
hi B 8 t ep fa th er had marri ed agai n , but he is no t sur e 
tbat it is correct. A lad frGIn Bourke visited his peo
ple in l!..ngland some months ago & sent the message 
home. HOlf al'e you liking poultry-farming 7 Do you 
get out early in the marning & feed the ohooks, Dad 7 
You ask about the Rees's ,Mother -- nQ they haven't l
eft flere although }.~r9. Bees wQuldn It :nind it if tbey 
were transferred to-morrow, but Mr. Rees is quite hap-
ny bere. Mrs. Bees still comes up every week when 
8i 11 i 8 in Bourke. : she is very dep endable., & we sti-ll 
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Since I left heme I've had 2. different sorts of money 
, & although we may have tons of one sort it I S use les8 
in another oountry until arrangements are made to have 
it changed. I left Aus. wi th about £ 8 , &. at the fi
rst 'stopping place it was about 3 days we were wi thout 
having it changed in to dollars wortn. 3/4 X each. Th en 
when we got here we were about a fortnight getting 
them changed into a different sort of a dollar; this 
time worth only' about 2/11. That's why I said that Wt: 

_ ticked everything up, &. that we may as well have beell 
broke. I've just been forced to shift from the vera-
ndah, wherel was writing this, because it's raini::1g 
cats &. dogs. It was nioe &. 0001 out there, but now 
that itl s raining it's not so bad inside. 1,'{here does 
Dad park these nights? , in front of the fire, I'll 
bet • Tl1i soli mat e would just sui t him , but ! thi nle it 
would be just a bi t too hot for you. I tl s a wonder 
tha t Ohip or Joe didn't tell you that all you had to 
do was to rine; the L i me~: Ce-':'!en t to get a bl t of smlcl 
sent out. EO'IT8ve!', you say that it's done now 8: that 
it I S a bi g i Illpl'overnen t; so ever ything is right. 
The other day I had a letter from Flo, &. she said she 
was goi!lg to get her ears attended to ei ther at Newca
otle or Dubbo. :r wonder where she went.. I tri ed to 
tall

{ her in to going down home, as I know how glad you'd 
be to see hex., but she seemed. to .favour. DLlbbo on acc
oun t of it being too cold to travel now. 
You haven I t told me how the fo"vls are laying, or What 
sort of peaches you expeot to get. The floods you've 
just had down there should give them a good kick along. 
There's no need to send a pen, . thanks; this one is gOing 
good now. Yesterday we again received a Ghrist~a8 
hamper which, if anything, was better than the last. 
}TOW that we have settled down I'm more tha,'1 eVer hap
ny that I changed over. I only dii it for selfish re
asons, & now I'm in a more or less disease-free nlaoe 
whel'eas if I hadn't I'j most likely be in a real horr: 
i ble 'Dlace like New Guinea 
I was' only having a shot at you aiJout the envelOpe: 
send 'em just how you like, I don't care. I'm sorry 
to hear abou.t IVy oeing sick. I t seems that she &. Joe 
take it in turns to be crook; but I' mglad to know th .... 
a t she's much better now, & nope that she's 0 k again 

• 
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"-

by the time this reaches you. Thanks for taking Care of 
the insurance for me; I must o\Ve you quids by now; 
don I t forget to let me know if you need any dough at 
a~ly time: it's pretty easy for me to send it to you. 
r had a letter from Wal the other day, & he seems to 
be well & conte.l"J.ted. The papers are coming now. I let 
your air-mail stickers get stuok one to the other, 
like a dope. Time to finish now. So long. Fred." 

llon. aug.' 20, 1945. I did not get an inJ action last 
Thursday as it was a public holiday ( V P Day) to 
rejoice over the the surrender of the Japs There was a grea 
procession,3 mi les long, in Newcastle, from P acifie· street 
to the sports ground in Union street, where about 7000 
peOple sang &.danoeQ from 8 until a late hour. There were 
no speeohes, out plenty of music. Jose went there, but "~) 
!:fUlU & I stayed at home & listened to a. descriutiGn of 
the 1!5lrocession on the radifD, Mum has gene to the Newe~ " 
astle general hospital te-day to make arrangements to I 
have her .lower lip examined again to see if the can-
o er has been qui te oured. 
1/ e have received. the 3 following letters frorn Florence, 
Walter, & Fred. This is from Florenoe:- . 

ItUyngan 10-8-45. Dear MGther & l)ad, 
Well, how do you like the news 7 It's horrible about the 
atomic bomb,but with it & Russia joining in it shouldn't 
be long before the wax is over. We have had a couple 
of letteI's from Fred & he seems very happy & wri tee 
very cheerful letters, but it will be great when it' 8 
all Gver & he i 8 home again. If Wal only gets .Q move to 
Sydney tOG all your loneliness will be over. It weems 
a long year to us wi thout seeing you, & Deoember won't 
come quiCkly enough for us, but ~f we wait long enough 
it just has ·to come. You will be pleased to know that 
my eal's are pretty good Just now-- better than they 
have been for months. Bill didn't try to prevent me 
going going home, Motlll~r, he was always asking m~ to 
go, but I have a boarder to oonsider, & board is almost 

,irnpossi ble to g·et here, unl,ess at the hotel. Valerie 
doesn t t like that I know although she thought, too, 

" ... ' " 
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-'. that {laving my ears fixed was the most important thing. 
anyhow, the trip to duiJiDo was quicker & it sui ted Bi 11 
too; it's to his advantage to go & see what is in the 
shops periodioally. It's been good company for me hav
ing Valerie here this winter. Since she has her boy-fri
end she is more contented to stay at home; & of course 
it's better for me the week Bill is away. It' 8 good 
to know that you are all pretty well.. I hope, Jose is 
too now. As the days get warmer he will be almost 
sure to lose his oold; so don't worry about it, Min. 
Itt s been a pretty oold win tel' , & itt s pret ty hard t:> 
get rid of a cold in cold weather. I suppose you 
are looking forward to the Sydneyites' visit. One of 
these days I may wri te to them if I could only get 
their address. You sent it on, but I ha"<le lost it. You 
never say how they like thei r new home, nor how Art is 
ge tting on. Why did he buy ground if he is going to be 
moving around the country all his life? ,or has he a 
promi se that he will be in °)dney permanen tly ? 
It's hard to imagine you keeping chocks. Bow many have 
you now? I still get my 2 do zen a week, & CaJl have more 
if I like· so there is n0 shortage out here. 
Did I teli you that when we returned from our Ohrist~as 
holidays Bill ordered a turkey for next Ohristmas ... He 
tried. to get the pig for Easter, ;,!ut couldn't (a1 ways 
reminds me of you, Min ) • Anyhow, he is getting in early 
for the turkey I hOpe we are all at home this year. 
Our landlady is out of hospital again, although p 
pretty sick. I went arol.ll1d to pay the rent to-day 
?~ had a yarn wi th her. She has a cancer & is freq-
u en tl y in ho Bpi tal. 
Well, it's bed.- time ,so I'll say cheeri o. Thought I 
had better wri te thi s time 8: let you know I am all 
ri ght. Love from us all. Florence. II 

Thi 8 is a co,!) y of the letter from Fred:-

liN X 193961. pte. F. Oooking, 2/4 A. G. H. Australi a. 

Aug.12 1945. Dear Joe, IVY, & Kids, I was glad to 
get your letter to-day even if, as you say, there was 

Ii ttt~ news, bec ausextx:gIi%ZJMtll~ZUteh/:atZa1.tnG~~~~10g'~0~~,( 
.K;XI no news is good news, a that B e m n ~ • 
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'·Vhen I wrote home last I omi tted to say how I was, beca
use I had another one of those crook backs, Lc this tUne 
found out why. Itve been sleeping 0:1 a stretchej', li-
1(e I was out at the lake that time,c'i: aiJT)arently the ri
ciges,where it tig::htens at the legs, cause .he bother. 
AIl yhow, it was a blessing in disgui se ,oecause I' '11 the 
only one wi ttl a bed & mattrass. The bed was ben t out 
of sha-oe & worse than ever, but a sheet of 3 DIy on 
to,:) did the triCk, & now I sleep as comfortaOle as if I 
was :.::·n the floor. You sent Wal the wrong dOrle. : it 
was the sally's street fie wanted to know; not particula
r} y where Roscoe lived. His request should convey so
mething to you too, now that he might be going to a new 
job. You may remember the school-kids down there 
collecting d~Uih for a mobile picture-projector,&, if 80, 
you & the kids will be interested to know that she' 8 a 
beauty 8~ S110-'"1J8 on our si te twioe a week. Last night 
liThe 3 :,fonahans" was on, 8~ but for a few sprinkles it 
was fine (weatLer) until we just got back,-& the.."'1 it just 
DourE;11, aut it soaks aw·ay just as quick. Last Ii'riday 
ni :::'ht we got crook information tllat it was allover bar 
the sDouting, so nearly everyone tried to make good the 
o(fli8sion; 8~ we had to warn one bloke that if he kept 
on biting his nai-ls his arms would·finish up at his el
bows. We were all a Ii ttle b1 t happy, though, & now 
are expectantly wai ting to find out what's going to 
happen-. It wouldn't be half bad, would it, if, as you say, 
we'll be all home by Ohristmas ? 
I I ve still got a lot of fUlhh in old Dot, as you call 
your car, but more in you; & I'll bet that it won't be 
10ng befo re she's as good as new. 
lIve ,~ust had to leave the pl~e where I was writing, 
because a loquacious cow wouldn't or couldn't shut Up. 
If held held off for a little bit longer I'el have fin
i shed, & then he could have yapped his head off. 
The papers are comeing through good now, & i've hardly 
finished one lot before the next ones come. I hOpe that 
both Ive 8, you are a know, & that everyone else- is too. 
I can't settle down to wri te any more, so I' 11 fini 8h UD. 

80 long. Fred. " . 

T 118 3rd is fro;1 ''Tal ter : -

"159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, 15-8-45- Dear Folks, 
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The war is over 1 That is the most important & pleasan t 
news that we have all heard to-day. Ever since last 

riday night we have been expecting the news, but the Jps 
have at least succeeded in holding us in 81.lSOenSe, wi th 
t~:e result that Brisbane has been alive wltltrumours & 
has seethed with a series of celebrations ever since the 
surrender was first suggested. Since final word came 
at 9-30 this morning the main streets have been one mass 
of milling peOple, bu t the carnival spiri t has relied 
almost solely on the younger e1eman t, the elder people 
eVidently content with a feeling of satisfactio!1 & tha
nkfulness ; & It m sure that your own sentiments will be 
very much the same. We have been very fortunate indeed 
8: a.s a family have a lot to be grateful for. I.fost im
mediate prospects 8.re, of course, of 'Fred's return, & 
probably my own in the near future. 'We wi 11 all look 
forward to uutting- into effect all those schemes wei ci 
planned forllafter~the war~' ;"(,uite a few tbings have 
hanpened since my last letter, among which may be mentioned 

the fact that our offioe has been moved once aE.;'ain,tLlis 
time to the second floor of the Colonial Mutual buildiug 
whioh is next door '\:;0 the previous building. I am in a 
bigger office, & I am the 0 nly wone who ")I'ofi ted by the 
move, as the I).ew quartel's are generally inferior to the 
old. However, it probably won't affect me, seeinc that 
I should be on the move a.gain soon. I was offerpd a. Job 
in Darwin, but declined. Ray Bone ~rote to me yesterday 
asking me to farmal1y apply for that Sydney job, as it 
llad been advertised. The Jap co=1-1apse has corne mOTe qu-
ickly than most people anticipated after the use of the 
atomic bo rob R: the Russian entry into the war. probably 
the pros & cons of both have been well ,:iiscu8sed at tbe 
local IItea-table oonferenoe l1 ,whioh ~ould have made good 
listening. For my part, I U!ink .tbat the fl'ighteniLg 
nOVler of the atomic bomb may serv~ as 8.n effective cleteI'
rent against any further wars. Unfortunately the 
victory holidays hasve co~e at a bad time for :ne, as my 
car is still in dock. Altlioug'h I orifinally intended to 
have new rings fitted only, the cylinder'lear r1fter 
hO,(100 miles has been 8ucll that I am gettil1;:( them re-00-
red. Tb~os, means ~ew :Jiotons etc. All main 8, big~nd beari
I}-gs a!e bE:ln€; re-metalled &. re-iJored, & the cl'ank-chaft 
18 be1ng ground. In other words, I am getting practically 

Yo 17 
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a new enLine, the cost being about;: 40. It was to have 
been finished this week-end ,but now the holidays wi 11 d 
delay the work on it, 8: it is rather a nui sance being. 
wi tbout it. I have been playing tenni s 8e calf as usual 
8: have also had another good fishing trip down to the Bay. 
I had a letter from Fred on the 6th, & he appears to be 
qui te 0 k. 'N'l-iere he is, except that things are getting a 
bit boring. portion of his letter was unintelligible ,as 
foHoV!s:-iI It shouldnTt be hard to find what you'r€ lo
oking for wi th tbe faci Ii ties at your disposal. II 

I f only I ~. what I '1l'J looking fo~ it mi (?,h t make s ens e. ; 
8: I'!II wondering if it has any connection wi.th the statem .... 
en t in tToe' s letter to the eff ec t that I was aski nf~ Fr ed 
for Des Stead's. address. Certainly I have never asked 
Fred for this address, nor have I any use for it. 
ThAnks all the same for wri ting, .Joe: your letter was 
'{lUCf; appreciated, & I hope you will forgive me again for 
answering in the text of this·office. 
As soon as I get the oar back I have in mind getting a 
week'B leave 8, going down to the coast. This will be 
vd ry acoentable before leavin[: here, 8, leave won't be so 
iii: ortant~ when I get closer to home. Your last· letter 
was very bright & cheerful, ~.fum,-- Congratulations. 
I hope you are all 'vvell & in good spi ri ts. Cheerio. Wale II 

Fri. Aug-. 31, 1945. Yesterday &: the Thursday before, I 
got injectiens at the hospital, but could not iet any 
fi 1ms at K0daks, Mrs. Wi theridge & . Arthur brought Do
reen from Marriokville a week ago yestero.ay, & she 
wen t back home yesterday afternoon. Art met PhylliS at 
ghe station yesterday & br@u~ht her home to us to stay 
for a week er more. Last Monday I paid £ 1-8-2 at the 
Round-top Bank (of N.S.W. ) for next yearts "National 
Geographie Magazine". Art haa brought .a lot Qf book
binding material to bi-nd my Geographies, & he is going 
to teaehme how to bind them. We have reoeived the 
fallowing letter frGm Fred:-

liN X 193961 Pte. F. Oooking, 2/4 A.G. H. 

23 AUi. 1945. Dear Felks, Sorry that I 
earl· b I haven I t been able 

]. er , ut lately 

australia. 

haven't wri tten 
to settle 

, 
I 
I 
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d~w.n to write. It's got me a bit bothered,now that the 
war is over, as to what is the best thing to do. Nobody 
seems to know exactly whatis going to happen to us-
whether we stay here or go somewhere else till the aft
ermath is oleaned up If I knew how long we would be 
muoking about I'd be able to work out whether it was 
worth while applying for a release,& by So doing put my
self in the olutches of the manpower & be sent away from 
home for an indefinite periOd., or if it would be better 
to stay in the army for a few moo ths & then be able to 
tell Danny Reece & hi s urgers to go ohase themselves. 
However, it shouldn't be long now before we get some ink
ling as to what' a going to happen, ' then I'll be able 
to do something definite. It se6ms to me that it would 
be better to stay here another 2 or 3 months & be fini sh
ed th an to be sent to Darwin or some other outland
ish place for 12 months or a oouple of years. 
Since I last wrot my back haa got oompletely right, & I'm 
feeling extra well; so muoh so,in fact, that last Sun
day I went about 5 mi les to Ii rea.l good sandy beach, no 
coral snakes or anything else to worry about. 

We only stayed in abou t a Couple 0 f hours and 
spent the rest of the day haVing a look around. Itl s 
a very uninteresting sort of a place no next SUnday 
we expect to spend Ilk) st 0 f the day at th e beach. 

The first letter that I got from Flo worried 
me a bi t; so much so that I wrote to Wal and ask ed 

. him to write to her and see if that would cheer her 
up a bit but I've since had another from her and she 
seems muoh more happy. No wonder she was so despond-
ent then because her ears must have been giving her 
j ip. But in her last 1 ett er she says that the boil s 
burst and that they're Urighto" again. I see that 
you made sure that the "Air Mail n stickers would 
spoil this time, but it'wasmy fault that they did 
last time. When I f1 rst got them they were <nIi te 
allright but like a mug I never looked fafter them. 
It's good to know that your leg is muc~ better and that 
both you and Dad are not too bad and that you're 
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beginning to get a bi t of benefi t from the fowls. "-
I've written this early to-night because the pictures 
are on to-night; the music has started already, so 
1'11 go over shortl y. It's been raining thi s afternoon 
but it's cleaned up for a while although it'll pour 
again soon I suppose, but that won't bother us because 
it's worth a bi t of a ducking to get ou t a whil e. 

Thank Mrs_ Murphy and Mrs. palmer for the papers 
for mewon't YOUr 

I haven't time to wri te :;.any more so I'll say. 
So Long, 

Fred. 

I 

I , 
I 
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Thur. Sep_ 6, 1945. This m~rning I get an injection in my 
left arm from a new sister who has taken the place of siste 

Grenell ,who is now Mrs. Ferguson. This afternoon Art .. 
Phyllis, & Doreen left us to return to Marriokville Dy 
train from Wal'atah station. Art has taught me the art 
of book-binding, & I shall try. to bind all of my oopi-
ies of the National GeographiO Magazine. Japan is being 
ocoupied by the allies, & Singapore has been retaken by 
Btl tain.!!any stories of Japanese murder & tortture of 
allied prisoners are being published in our papers. Art 
& phyllis have left me the following typed instruotions I 
in the art of bookbinding:- I 

"BOOKBINDING PROOEDURE. 
1. Arrange books in correot order. tj' 

XllllHili§Y!Xii~1ti:'lf~XXXXUJ, 2. Remove cover &, keeping books l-
evel, (preferably in press) make saw-outs for sti tehing. ~l' 
3. Remove pins & sepaxate seotions. 
4. Sew a flyleaf on, & sew seotions tegether. put another I 
flyleaf on after the last section. 
5. Apply wood glue lightly to the back & allow to dry. 
6. Level & smooth ends & edge. 
7. L,oosen glue wi th warm water, & round book. 
8. pply "Gripi tit to baok. On this plaoe muslin & paper. 
9. Paste wall-paper on oover. 10. paste oover on book, 
using wires to press a groove in each hinge. 
N. B. In pressing keep covers wrapped in waxed'paper. 
Paste will not dry wllilst the book is in the press. 

---00000---

We have reoeived tbe following letter from Florenoe--
-

·1 
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; 
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THE HERMIT CRAB 
(Gel/TIS Pagllridae) 

Til" HER,'lT CRAil has no ,,:lcllI'al ~rlllor equal to 
the hazards of ul1l!erse:l lif<:. Even age docs not 
barlL:n his skin. 

So, as ";()Oll as the hermit cr:\h hecomes old 
enlll:gh to shife fur himself, he seeks the perIna
n<':llt prokction of an UlI\)CClll,icd mollusc shell. 
i\nei hC:ClITlesitwith him al\\':\,'s, Ic'vilH~ itonly 
to move to largc:r qU:lrtcrs ,j:; he gr,)\\,;. It is hoth 

his al'll",r and his d\\'<.:lling. 

In ,I \\,:l\', he is like the averagl' llIan, who when 

he starts to shift fDr himself, is wir:l<)llr ,\I'nh)r 
against iinanci,d hazards, But, I;~'\ll, t"o, 01' 1;11,\ 
permanent protection, through life insurance .-iii'] 

that protection can be fitted tll him, as he !fro\\" 
responsibilities and InCOIlle. 

Moral: Insure in The Tra\'Ckrs .. \ II l\lrn).~ "I 
Insurance. 

The T ra \'e lers lnsllca nc~ Co III 1'''.11 ,', The T,'C! \ C !ere. 

In<ielllllit), Company, The Travelers Firc: IIlStlLllll·,· 
Company, Hartford, Connecticllt. 
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"ifyngan, 29-8-45. Dear folks, It was a relief to have 
the last letter from home, & a couple of times we would h~ 
ave booked a ~hone oall, but the nights here gave been so 
cold & wet & the streets so muddy that we kept postponing 
it & at last -- well the letter just had to come. We 
were wondering if someone may have been ill & you were 
waiting until they were better,so that we wouldn't worry. 
Anyhow, Min, next time speed the letter up a bit. we are 
pretty stranded right out here & the only news we get is 
through your letters ,except for a oouple of letters from 
Fred, & he can't tell us muoh, although he did say that 
Wal was hOping for a move I tl s good to know that everyone 
is well ,& especi a.ll y to know that your lip is comp letely 
nealed. I didn't know that your hand was troubling you c. 

again. I hOpe that isn't too bad: at least it shouldntt b 
be as tender as the lip. Donlt you think it would be a 
good idea to use plenty of lanoline or face cream to prot
ect these parts, espeoially now that Summer is a~nost 
here? I suppose that a lot of your worries are over now 
that the war is over. It may not be a year till Fred is 
home, but even if it is he won't be in danger; so don't be 
too impatient. I think unless they volunteer for Tokio 

they ~hould be home for Christmas. Of course that's just 
what I think, & I doni t know much about it. Valerie is 
anxiously waiting to see her brother who has been a priso
ner for 5 years. I think if they keep their promise ,that 
the prisoners wi 11 be home in another Couple of weeks. 
She is tru~ing a week off when he does come home, & is going 
to parkes. The church fair was held last Saturday & it 
was pretty good. The Rees' have llput inll for a move ag-
ai~c are hoping that it will come pretty soon. Mrs. Rees 
wan ts to mi ss the summer here, as most women would like ' 
to, , uut surely it can't be as bad as last summer -
bere's hoping, anyhow. I suppose you have Art & Phyllis 
staying upthere now -- hope they are well, inc luding that 
little nipper who won't even look at me. She doesn't know 
yet, I suppose, what a really good aunty she has out here 
in the dirty West, but some day she I 11 know me, IhoDe. 
Just now it's perfect (the weather) & the garden are be-
autiful. I'll tell you what we have 
Iceland popnies, ' 

¥ sweet peas free ias , Z, 

& all in abundanoe, __ 

Violas, & calendu_ 

I 
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las, & some lovely whi te flowers (bulbs) d'On't know the~r 
n8l11eThe house is like a flower garden just now, & we hav~ 
a lot more flowers coming on. I wish you were uere to sh
are in the lovely cauliflowers; we are using them now. 
We are using them all the time & we still have as many .. 
At present I don I t have to buy gr~en vegetables. our:, cab
bage spinach & caulies keep us go~ng •• This is only lOr a 
li ttie ti~ne; for in a few months it will be hard to grow 
anything if it' s nythin:~ like last year, although a good 
season is expected, we have had so much rain. 

The river is pretty full~& I went down th~t way on Sunday 
afternoon to take Robert lor a walk. N~s. Hees happened to 
oe down there, (al though I didn't know she was going) & 2 
other women that I know, & they invi ted. us to stay & have 
afternoon tea with them,whioh we did; & we had a real 
good afternoon. Robert had a good time. There were about 
a dozen children there, so he liked his outing. 
He was very thrilled on Saturday afternoon at the fair. 
He went to the pictures With Verla & Bonnie. They had 
several sessions just for the kiddies, the shows lasting 
about 2 hours, & they went on from about 4 p. m. ti 11 10. 
Well, it's time I finished up: it's bed-time, & the wri
Jtjing is pretty terri ble; so I won' uore you any more. 
So cheerio. Love to all. Look after yourself,Mln, Espec
ially that hand, & try to remember that you are too 
thin- skinned, & protect your face Wi. th your big hat, 

& your hands wi th lanoline. We are all 0 ·k. Florence. II 

Thur. sep. 13, 1945. This morning & last Thursday I ,"at 
injections at the hOSpi tal from a new sister. Last w~ek 

I paid 21/- for a small bottle of "Lantogen C II for 
Mum' sCiatioa, & she is taking it ac9ol'ding to directions. 
Yesterday & to-day are beutiful & warm,& my cold is much 
better. Jap Togo has tried. to suioide before being arr
ested in Japan. about 40 other war-oriminals have been ar
rested. The mikado is still at large,though he is the gre
atest of the Jap war criminals. 
;.esterday I reoei ved. the following from Mrs. Webster:-

"15 Greenfield Terrace p nr Redruth Cornwall 
31 July 1945. Dear MX. 8~~!i\gq Many thank~ for your very 
kind letter, & for your kindness in sending about my si-. 
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ght, but I am pleased to say that my sight is very muoh 
bett er , & I do think it was my runned down body that ... 

made my si ght G t ef ~ so bad. I am feeling grand just now 
in bod y, & have just had a nice holiday wi th Kathleen 
who has be en home on leave, so we 8p en t a ni c e ti me off 
to different plaoes every day. So you see I must be well 
to be able to jaunt· about like sixteen. Our Labour 
Government has gone in at last: wet re all rejoicing over 
it & also the war over. Now the Japs won't be long before 
the}' will 'be cheked. It's grand to feel a bit free from 
bombs: we have not been hit wi th them, but they been pretty 
c lose to us-- shhok~ur house more than once • well, 
dear fri ends, we trust you are all keeping well, as it 
leaves us just now. Our Frank is well & hOping to have 
hi s 1 eave now soon; been 6 man ths in B elgi um. He says. th e 
p.eople are vexy kind to him, & he has plenty of lovely 
froi t. we oant t see any home here, or very li ttlel. .Plums 
should be now : we've not seen any as yet. Our ~'red :l. s 
much better. I think I tOld, you he was ill wi th rheu-
matic fever-- now it has left his heart bad. He has to go 
slow & be very careful. Blood-p:ll'essure as well,r:>,oor boy. 
The girls are keeping fine. We have had a rather poor 
Surrmer-- lots of rain, but now it seems to be much better. 
Lovely sunshine. Our little vi<Uage is crowded wi th 
Vksi tors. 
Oh, we got the papers; sometimes 4 or ) come by the sue 
same post; thank you for sending them. The postage is 
correct, we not have to pay any more for them. 
I had a letter from my oousin,David Tabb; he says he is 
fine & is in Melbourne now living wtth his brother still 
busy at his work. See you have had a water famine out 
there. we have a plenty home here.portreath is full of 
lovely water -- we are never hhort. The poor peOple of 
St. Day have had a lot of trouble. Their man,who used 
to fetch & sell the water,gave up eome tim.e ag), & there 
was no one to carry it on, so I don't know how,they manag~ 
now. I suppose someone has taken it over. What a shame 
our Council would not go to the expense to lay the pi
pes so ttley could get it fr,om the taps like other ~laces. 
Now this Labour Party. will see into it, J1 hope. 
We passed through 8T? Day last week on OUr way to Truro 

~ 
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& I was su:rp:rized to see how it had been 'improved. The 

houses were pain ted & the windows all looking nice. The 
people. who have had girls.& boys war-working in factories 
have been getting' ,~a bi t more money,' so they have been 
able to do more for their houses & peOple-- but fancy 
no means of buying a garment. Some distressed little 
p laceSt. Day was when I saw it before the war startEd; 
i twas awful: so the war has done good in many ways. 
Now we do hOpe we never have any more wars. 
We went to NewGuay last week, Kath& I, & they have 2 
large hotels for wounded men & women; & some awful si
ghts we saw-- blind,arms gone, legs gone-- oh it made 
our hearts sore to see the lovely-looking young men 
blinded, poor dears ! & for what?, we say. :tie both have 
enjoyed reading your 2 books -you sent us. Well worth 
reading. We have passed them on now to oth~rs to see 
that they are well wortbreading. 
Now dear friends,I want to catch post: only goes out 
once a day here. My husband & family' all wish to be kin
dly remembered. to you & Mrs. Oooking. Wi th kind regards 
from me. Yours sincerely Emmie Webster. 

P. S. I hope to heax from you again soon, Many thanks, . 
but I am, like Mrs. Cocking , keeping to my glasses. AB 
I say,I see much be tter now. n 

The letter also contained a vi ew of ast. Day wateroart. 

We received this letter from Walter to-day:-

"159 Gregory Terrace,Brisbane,11-9-45. Dear Folks, 
I am late in writing, but have been wei ting for something 
defini te :regarding my departure, which has not yet come to 
hand however. In addi tion,I have had a sore throat & c
old, but thse are now almost gompletely right again. I was 
pleased to hear that everybody is 0 k, & somewhat surpr
ised to he ax that ""young Doreen is already 2 yearl;l old. 
I wrote to Fred a fortni~'i ago, but have not had a reply 
from him yet, which I hope will give some indioation of 
his likely date of retum. Since my last letter Reg D
avid has left Brisbane permanen'tly, & he will probably o
pen a ohemists shop in Sydney',Geai0l'Ci, or Melbourne. In 
a letter I received from him te..aay he Speaks of a vis
it to Jack & Glad. at Kembla, & eaid he had ~a wonderful 
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St. Day inhabitants now have to pay one penny a bucket for water, compar~dwiththe old -rate of 
three-halfpence for two buckets, becatise of the rise in the cost of feeding stuffs for the horse .. 
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word has oome from them yet, so it seems that they have 
found somebody else for the job. We have had a tram str
ike here whioh laste for 9 days & was qui te a nui sance, 
though notsoY:t muoh as far as I was concerned, My Car 
was in the garage, & still is, but I expect to get it 
baOk on Thursday, & am looking forward to it. I recon
ditioned Mr. Jones( old bike,whioh hadn' ~ been used fox 
7 years, & have used it to ride to the golf links at wee-
k-ends. The work has slackened off considerably sinc e 
the war ended & many jobs have been oancelled or ar e in 
abeyanoe. There have been several xetrenohments,inoludi
ng 3 from our section, but there is very little likeliho
od any mOl'e. I have pioked up the outside inspection 
work of 2 of the Supervisors who have left. Last Sat
urday morning is the last on whioh we wi 11 be required to 
work, & we .al'e reverting to a 36 i hour, 5 day week. 
Thi sis good news, but I could use the week-ends bett er 
in Sydney. Eddy Butt, a friend from Tambourine, is 
sleeping in the spare bed in my room for a few nights, 
while he is busy on some business in the Cit~ This 
seemz to be all the news for now, but it's possible that 
I might be home in 6 weeks or so. Oheerio. Wale II 

In addi tion to the 2 foregoing, we have this from phyllis': : 

1115 Oharle s st. Mar rickvi lIe 11-9-45. 
Dear Mum & Dad, Many thanks to you both- for sending the 
tb wo parcels,one of which arrived yesterday & the other one 
to-day. We apologise for OUX forgetfulness & for the 
inconvenience we have caused,& wi 11 try to make amends i 
in the future. Mum said we should be ashamed to show 
our noses round your way unlil about 2 years time at 
least. By that time, she said, we will have a Ii ttle 
more sense-- but I doubt it. We were sorry that we 
missed Ethel & JIm. It looks as if we are meant not to see 
their bouse at all,as they are always out when we call. 
Anyhow, we caught a good train baok to Sydney. I t Was the-
2-45 p,m, from waratah & was praotically empty. We had f1-
seats between the 2 of us ,& we arrived in Sydney just 
after 6 p. mo·, whioh Was an hour & a half the train 
we in tended catching in the f1 ret place. before 
So all was well that ended well. Doreen hasn't been very 
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well sino e Sunday. She vorni ted all that day & has been g 
gastriC ever sinoe. I had to pay my monthly vi si t to the 
doctor to-day, so I told him all about it. He gave me 
medicine for her,& I have to keep her off milk foods for 
24 hours. I made her some soUp for tea & gave her lemonade 
to drink,but she wasn't too keen-on it. She kept asking 
for "meat ll ,& I' ru sure she would have welcomed one of 
yourt!famous piest! there & then. Arthur wxote to Jack & 
Glad to-night & enclosed one of Doreen t s photos. They 
wi 11 prob,ably get it thi s week, that is if they are not 
in Newoastle.. There is very Ii ttle to say Just now,Mum. 
Doreen & Arthur send their love, Dad, & a hearty vote 
of thanks. for the oouple of pies you entrusted in 
%DI::rX~Uj our care. Dad said they were all he was 'told 
they would be. Oheerio & love. phyllis. 

P. S. I forgot to mention ,Mum, that I arrived home wi th 
one of your towels. It was a cream-coloured one with a 
fawn stripe. I twas amomg Doreen's clothes in the draw
er,& I thought it was Mum's as I know she has one exaotly 
the same as i t.~ we:wi 11 send it on to you when we are 
posting back your gas lighter. It 

Thursday continued. Yesterday I finished. binding the first 
sample of my bookbinding. It is the book comprising the 
"National Geographio Magazines lf for April, May, & June, 1939. 
I intend to bind all of the same magazines that I have, 
all that I. may possess in future. .A,:rt showed me how to 
bind them. 

I 

i\l 
Thursday I 

Sun. Sep. 30, 1945. Last ThM§Y week I got a'J. injeotion :r 
at the noepi tal, & last WMirld.ay.i I wen t in to Newcastle wi t~ 
wi th Mum) who had to let, dootor Ambld exa'11ine her f 
left hand. He o1'deree her to have 1 t X rayed, whioh she did. 1'1\ 

Mum did a bi t of shOpping before we oame home in the :1 
afternoon. Last Tbursday I had 8.l"'1other inJ action from ";tl,1 
a new Sister, & went to the office of the Tramway Dept./ 
to get a card or certifieate to enable me to travel by Ij 
tram before half past nine a.m., but I was told to go 'I' 

to the tra.m depot at Hamilton. I went there & got a printed 
form which I must fill & return to the depot. Some 

I 
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dahs ago I recekv Ed the f 0 llowi ng undated ... no t e from .Art:-

IIThis oon tains useful & pertinen t c()mmen ts. You might 
have pointed out that Mill seemed to assume that the 
workers could gain a new status by becoming, in effect, 
capitalists themselves, but the trend of labour his
tory, perhaps influenced by Marxian ideas, of eliminat
ing capitalism; not unitz of cO-Operation, but the 
complete oo-operative sooiety." 
Dear Dad., The above is the oommen t made on my essay; so 
now you know. How's the bookbinding going? Let's 
have a report) will you ? Arthur. n 
I wrote a short letter in reply, saying vthat £,.'1i Us was 
not likely to have suggested that all of the workers 
could beoome capitalists for in that case there would 
be no workers left to be legally robbed. 

On the 15th we reoeived the following from Florence:-

11 bOX 15 Nyngan 14-9-4'5. Dear Mother & Dad., Many 
happy returns of the day, Mum 1, I suppose you will be 
happy to-day wi th .Art & DPhtll & Doreen there, or per
haplS Art has had to go back. Sohool doesn't oommence 
ag8.1n her until tuesday, but the train only arrives on 
monday Wi th the returning teaohers. I t generally com
menoes on the tuesday after holidays, out in these 
country places. We went to a nice oountry place last 
Saturday wi th Mr. Brand. Left about 3 p. m. 0.: it was 
after 12 when we returned. It was a lovely outing, 

& quite a orowd gathered for tea & the ohurOh service 
that was held in the home at night. Mr. Brand is coming 
for.dinner on Sunday. He is batohing while his wife is 
inydney for,3 weeks. The Ohurcb of England fair is 
on ~o""night, 6<: Robert was gr~atly upset when I refused 
to take him. I hope Bill Will pOp in on the bike & take 
him to-morrow afternoon. Bill returns on Saturdays now, 
& so has every week-end at home. We sent a big bunch 
of pOppies along to-night to decorate at the fair. 
Mrs. Holland next door (Smithls house) is a pretty 
enthusiastiC worker for the.O. of E. 
I tl s good to know that Doreen improyed whi Ie she was 
wi th YOU. phylli s wrote 8~ told me about her mouth. I 
haven't answered her letter yet ,but 1J will to-night. 
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We were very pleased to get Doreen's photcb. What a dear 
little girl Doreen has grown. I wonder of she will lo~ 
ok at me this time. We will be strangers to all the 
k.1ds if we stay out here many more years. perhaps when 
they are old enough, though, tl1ey may Oome out & Vis
it us. When we get our new house bui It I hope we shall 
have plenty of space for visi tors. 
Well, Mother, it was news to me about your lip. I tho
ught that was healed when you were in hospital last 
time Speaking of hospital reminds me of Till. Is sna 
still working there ? or does she stay at, home & look 
after uncle Johnny.7 How are they getting along? 
Did I tell you we had 01 Worley & her captaiJ;!. out here 
during the show here the week befo re last ? They c arnre 
& had dinner wi th us , but I couldn't have them to st
ay , as we only hav 2 bedrooms I often think perhaps 
I migh t have more visi tors if we 'got rid of Valeri e. 
W went over to the show: there wasn't muoh to see, but 
Robert enjoyed t ~mmaK~Rl~x thoroughly. despite the 
heat & dust that is always par.t of anything held at 
the show ground. We had another letter from Fred & he 
seems o.k. ,but doesn't expect to get home too soon. 
Hopes to be home for Ohristmas, but is not sure, 0 f 
course. When is Walter being transferred? It will be 
great when he is only 100 miles away. WBll,Min, J. have 
more to wri te & don't feel partioularly like wri ting 
to-night .. i hope you won't think the cloth (sent) is 
si 11 y, but it is the largest.I oould get , & I thought 
it would do to use on those oooasions when you & Dad 
are there alone. It Sf10uld be easy to wash & iron bee..., 
ause it won't need staroh. Robert often asks me how 
long now until we can see Gumma.& Dad. The time se
ems long to him, but it's only 3 months now, & that 
wi 11 soon pass. I think Bi 11 should do pretty well 
now that the war is over .• people are always inquiring 
about furniture, & sales are improving a.ll the time. 
r hope it keeps up ~Grab all. ) 
I think I would be much more contented out here if we 
had a better home; & as Bill's job improves the house 
seems to get a bit oloser.. Anyhow, I have a lot to 
make me happy now. Bill doesn't know what it is to 
feel ill now, & Robert is gl'o.wing & is well too, & my 
ears are better tban they have been for a Ipng time; 
so what isthere to growl about except that we are in 

I 
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dirty .old Nyngan, but there are worse places I suppose. 
Oheerio. Our love to all. F lorenc e. " 

Note enclosed: - "To Mother,' wi th love & best wishes 
for a happy birthday & IImany on' emil, (as your Oousin 
Jack husband would say). From Florence,Bill, & Robert. 
xxx. 1\ ' 

Mum also received this from Gladys:-

tl 1st Avenue Warrawong, Sept. 18th 1945. Dear Mum, 
I was pleased to get your letter, also to hear that your 
lip -is better. I hope the hot weather fixes yOuroocia
tica & rheumatism up for you. It's very painful & awk
ward. Arthur wrote & sent us a photo of Doreen; it is 
very good of her, I think. She looks very much like the 
Witheridges I think, more ~ike Phyllis' mother. We're 
pleased that Dad has. got over his cold. Jack gets his 
annual holidays on the 30th Dec., so I suppose that we 
will be up to see you all then. I donlt think we'll be 
up before.We are all well just now. John has had a c
old all the winter. I think he's going to be like Jack. 
Welte all at him to go to the dootor. He hasn't goa 
ne yet: I do hope he does. He came second in his test 
this time. They're all doing well at school: we're q 
qui te pleased at them. 1111 say good bye & all the b 
best to you & Dad & - not forgetting Oharli e & the 
Cockings on the hiLl,. From Jack, the chi ldren, & myse
If. Glad..XXXXX.1I 

Sun: sep. 30. continued. I t was Mum's birthday on the 
17th of this month, & she received some good presen ts 

from Florence, IVy, & Charlie. Sbe has now almost 
r ecoveredfrom her sever~ cold of last week. Mum 
was born on the 17 thof Erp t ember 1874 but we do not 
know where, 'as she has no, rec~rds of h~r parents. 

Bert Oooking1 s wife Olarice Was operated on for gall 
trOUble a day oe 2 ago,but we don't know how she is 
progressing. . 
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Thur. eet 4, 1945. Yesterday we received tl1el s from Fred:-

liN X 1.93961 Pte. F. 'Oocking 2/4 A.G.H. australi:a. ' 
Deal' ,lI01ks, I had every intention of writing to you on the It 
18th, your birthdaY,Mum, but an opportunity oame for a 
chanoe to see a bi t more of the island, so I tookmi t, but came 
back too late to write that night. One 00 the Jeep dr-
ivers wanted someone to go for a run, & the ohance of 
a run was too good to miss. My good resolutions to wr-
i te sinoe then have gone by the board, fo I've had an-
other trip, & on all the other nights there's been pi-
ctures on. The .rush of entertainment, I should tbink 
is beoause prisoners of war are coming thJ;"ough here.' 
The hospital is full right up at the moment, but besi-
des an isolated few they are in good niok --so good in 
fact that we only have them a·oouple of days & th£m' 
1?ung them out to a rest oamgJ. So far we have had few 
Australians, ,mainly J>0rnmy & Dutoh, bu. t they that are 
here now came from Jmstralia ,& a good few of the sta 
aff have met fellows that were P 0 Ws .• all I hOne is 
~hat they continue to mome through fast & tha:t th~ey a~ 
1'e not in too bar a shape , because when all of them a 
are home there seems little reason for our remaining 
hel'e. The pommys are going to supply the garrision h
er e,& thei I' advano e is reputed to be already p.ere; so 
let's hOpe that they take over everything, look stock 
& barrel so that they'll be no hold-up, & that they c
ome in on a walk in walk out basis. 
The end of October has been mentioned fo~ the phange
over, but loan t t vouoh whether it's dinkum or not. . 
I on ly told you thi s &0 that the know-aIls don't make 
you too downhearted, but I donI t wailt you to expect me 
too early. either. Everybody seems to expect that we 
should be home for Ohristmas, anyway, & if this is sO 
i twon' t be too bad, will it? Actually, you know, I 
haven't done too bad: XIXe I've had 2 trips,& it seems 
that in nei ther will I be away anywhere near 12 mont
hs & besides I've seen a fair bi t of Aust ralia too. 
Th~ oensoring of letters has Reen done away wi th, sO I 
Can now tell you where I am. 11 we were allowed to sllY 
before was that we were in N. ,. Borneo, but this was not 
the exaot truth, as actually we -were on Labuan 'I sland; 
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& you III understand other things too when I say that 
the township toes by the name of Victoria. Ask Joe 
What about Des Stead of Regent st. now. 
I t was more my fault than hiS, though, for I wa:3 a bit 
mixed up with that ne~ 2 storey house,one up the str
eetrn on the left from ora st. corner. poor old Wal 171-

us have thought that 1: was madder than usual,for he 
wrote me that Joe had passed on the message, but evi
dently I had him mixed wi th someone else. If I hadn l t 
been too shrewd & he had .done more reading of the ne-ws 
we may have got somewhere. He seems to be applying for 
jobs, he seems to suffer from itchy feet, but he alwa
ys considers well before he does anything, ' one of 
his aoplications must come off some time. 
Joe always says that everything he touches is luvky: 
let's hope that he is right. Through the last week 
there's been 2 lots of papers come in. I must have got 
20 bundles myself, sO theylve been stacking up awhile.' 
I don't find anything to go raving mad about in the 
"Woman", but it was· a nioe thought on Mrs. Paj-mer l s 
p art ; so keep on s endin g them. ,& then she' 1J. be hap p Y 
about it. I've spen t a usual Sunday on my back reading 
them to-day. The grub is coming good here now, with 
a fair p~Oportion of it being fresh stuff, but the co-
oks can't do as good with it as you can. By all re-
ports both you & Dad are looking after yourselves: 
keep up the good work; &, Dad, . ther e I s qui te enough 
work for you in collecting the eggs & letting the re-
st of the ya;rd look after itself. I'm ° k. Fred." 

Sun. Oct. 21, 1945. Last Monday evening I gotl!a certi
ficate from doctor Opi tz 8: posted it to },ir. J. E. Jon
es. On the Thursdaynprevious I got a cheque for lD/
from Mrs. Williams In Mayfield East. The latest tep-
ort is that vlarence Cocking is muoh better after h

t;r Operation. Last Thursday & the 2 previous Thursdays 
I received injections at the out-patients' department 
of the Newcastle hospital. I was given a piece of 8i ster 
Grenell's wedding oake. She is now Mrs. Ferguson. 
VIe have received tile following letters from Gladys & 
Florence & Wal ter. Fi rst thi s from Gladys--

I! 1st Avenue Warrawong, ,Aug. 22nd, ::IDear Mum & Dad, 
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yes, we're still alive,& we "haven't fOl'gotten you. We' 
hope you are both well: we are all very well,exoepting 
Jaok; he has one of his very bad colds again. Dell came 
second in her half-yearly test. The girl that got first 
beat her by point 4 of a mark. It was a grand effort 
for Dell,we think, seeing she is the youngest in the 
olass: her Dad is very proud of her. John finishes his 
test to-morrow, so I suppose we'll know how he got on 
next week. We went to the Brothers' annual concert 
last night: it was very good. John was very good wi th 
hi s ac ts. " We have paid of f ,our house : we are wai t,ing 
for the deeds to be fixed up. We may be going to b y_ 
dney on Friday, so I suppose we will get things fixed 
up then. They. sent us papers to si gn: if we go wei II, 
take them wi th us. We don't know if we are going Up 

for the holidays or not: if we do deCide to go we'li 
Just blow in on you & give you a surprise •• How is Ch
arlie, & Jose & his fanlily ? I hope they axe all well. 
I III say ta-ta to you both. Love from Jack,the chil
dren,& not forgetting myself, Glad. xxxxx. \1 

The next is from Gladys also:-
Ji. 

U 1st venue, Warrawong, 2-10-45. Dear Mum, 
I hape 'by the time you get this letter that you are well 
& got rid of that bronchi ti s for good. Wei re J.OJleased 
to hear thar Dad is well. We are all well just now. 
The weather is very oold here Just now, & it rained h-
eavi ly yesterday. Re the fi g-tree that Jack gave you, 
he says ::tKU he thinks that he took it up when he was 
on his holidays the time before the last holidays, that . 
is last May 12 months. He says Dad' showed him how it I 
had grown the last time that he was up there, & that !:,-.. -. 

was in May last. I dtdnlt think it was that long, so ~ 
I suppose Jack is right; anyhow weill say that he is. -
There's nothing to tell you about only the old strike. [ 
Jack is still working, thank the Lord. It started over 
at the coke-ovens where Jack works. Love from Jack 

& the c~ldren; also myself. Remember us to Charlie & 
Jo se & ::tU hi s fami lYe Glad. 11 xxxxx. II 

I 
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The following let ter is from Mr·s. iLli za Mor'-tl s:-

II 36 Lett street, Li thgow2nd 00 t. 1945. My d'ear Fri
ends, Just a few lines in answer to your ever-loving 
letter whioh I reoei ved some time ago. Was so :pleased 
to see you were. well, ~lso Mr. Oooking feeling muoh 
better after getting his teeth out: next thing will 
get the new ones. Sometimes they are very hard to get 
used to. I have riline' in now many years & real used 
to them. I was so pleased to hear you was feeling m
uoh bet ter, & glad F 10' s husband was so well. I 
am feeling very we 11 myse If, & my ; eg s not so b.ad. 
I am still using the oalipers & the orutches; I suppose 
I wi 11 always need them, but sti 11 it is 'better than 
not able to get about at all. God help me. It was v-ery 
sad about Mrs. John Oooking' s death~ She was suoh a g-
ood woman; & fanoy being treasurer for the Army for 
so many years. She will be missed, but her work on e 
Earth was done; & when God is ready he wi 11 take us. 
My dear old partner left me 10 months ago on the 7 of 
this month, & it seems suoh a long time, but he will 
be peaoefully resting. I told Harry about Fred, but 
he never seen him when I last heard from him. There 
are so many of them it would be hard to find one ano
ther. It was the best news we could hear when the Japs 
8urrendered, don' t you think? What a orlle1 lot of 
peop1e they were: they oould not wunish our poor men 
enough; the pain & suffering they went through was 
terrible; & then to starve them finished it. What will 
they do with them God knows. They are bringing some t
errible oripp1es home, poor ohaps. It will be a long time 
before some of them will be muoh healthier: it is vey 
hard for their peC?ple. You wi 11 see I am wi th Eva: 
she likes to have me for a while, & it is a ohange for 
me. Her 2 little girls are growing & going to sohool. 
Eva was not well for qUite a while, bUt,thank God, se-
ems a bit better now.. Her youngest girl,Jean,IDs a 
delioate little mite: trust she will eoon be strong. 
Rae is the other girl's name. I am sorry to tell you 
Maggie is· notve:y well, & her husband has not been the 
best for a while, but is getting better; thank God,. 
My word it is a oold morning; it might snow, but it is 
rather late in the year. What a lot of trouble there 
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is among the works & the men. What a pi t Y such troub':le 
turns up. So now, best love to all,& best of all to 
youfdear self. From us all & your old Pal,E. Morris. 
How I mi ss P a .' 'f 
The next letter is fromZE%B~IHII:- Fred:-

N X 193961 pte. F. Oooking, 2/4. A. G. H. Aus tr ali a, 7 Oc t. 
1945. Dear Joe, IVy, & Kids, To-night there'· sac 

I 

concert on,it should be a pretty good one too,I've pu
rpDsely s~aYed here to write to you, but now that I've star 
ted·there doesn't seem tombe much to write about. Don't 
think I'm depriving myself, beoause I was at the pic-
ture last night: Laurel & Hardy in "Ji tterbugs D was on 
, & I hate concerts, so I wouldn't l?ave gone, anyhow. 
Bew-ides, it's been raining practically all day & has 
only just eased down a bit .. Now to get get on with what 
to me ,& I suppose you, is the most important tOpic--
when do we get home? Up till now nobody ex~~oted to ge 
t home too early on account of having to look after p 
o Ws, but they seem to be finished & there's plenty of 
vacant beds. Those that are real crook are being sent 
back home, & the others are able to be sent out at any 
any time.Besides, there's not many p~atients cOming in. 
I t seems that all of us are just making work for each 
other. The advanoe of the pommy garrison are already 
here, so,looking at things from that angle,we shouldn't 
be long. Now the other side-- The old Red Tape has come 
into its own , & nobodY'(J3eems to know anything about 
anything. The bosses are supposed all in Melbourne fi-
nding out, & until they find out it seems that we'll be 
kep there, . as I said before, making work for each other. 
Then again the old exouse of no ships. The 5 year fe
llows have been kept wai ting for about a month just ki-
cking their heels. When they wanted to bring us here t 
they found enough, &. I can't help wondering if the au tho
ri t1 es aee afraid to have too many blokes hanging around 
in Aust. with nothing to do. w~tve started on packing up 
, so once the 0 k is gi ven' it shouldn't take long be
fore we're home. If it's too long in coming I'll get in 
touch wi thWal & ask him to find me a job & get out on a 
manpower release, as muoh as I don't want to be tied 
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down again. No, I don't want to work for Br~dge again. 
Wal may be able to fix up a job, through Dick Hugo, for 
me on the railways repairing country railway stations, 
or the like. Anyhow, the way I feel at present something's 
got to happen soon The grub's good, there's plenty of e 
entertainment, & I'm not doing much work, so really I've 
got nothing to moan about, but I just don't like mucking 
about. The point system of disoharge is a bone of conten
tion here among the mob. Double you~ age on enlistment & 
add 2 points for each month in the army; if single;3if 
married, gives me only 132.The next batch to go are all 
above 217, so in the normal way I'll be some time yet. 
So far as diseases being brought home, I doni t think theI'e 
is muoh danger,for although the sioknes'ses were the same 
type,there was much more in N. Guinea, & I 'never heard of 
anything coming back from there. Of course the P,O.W. ma~ 
bring back something. The rest are just baok from the 
concert, so that's the end of writing for to-night. I am 
o K,even if deSpondent & unsettled, but I'll get over it. 
All reports from down your way are good. Keep them that " 
way. Fred. II 

This letter is from Walter:-

"159 Gregory Terrace, Bri sbane , 8-10-45. Dear Folks, 
It is some time since I wrote,but I have been awaiting sme 
some advice of my transfer,although even yet there is no 
further news concerning it. I got my car from the gar
age on the 19th sept, & wi th the help of some juice given 
given me by a friend here, I left for Burleigh Heads the 
next day ?& had a weeks holiday at the seaside, which was 
very enjoyable even though I was unlucky in striking ra-
ther cold & wet weather at that time. I had to drive t 
the car very slowly as the motor was so stiff, but now 
after 300 miles of run it is working in very nicely. 
Last week end 5 ,of us went down to the Bay on a fi shing 
trip which was very pleasant in yesterdaY's beautiful 
warm Weather., but there were fewer fishes about t~~ 
this time ,than usual. Work is very slack in the office 
& for the first time in many years I haven't got enOugh' 
work to keep me busy, & Spend some of myl:time browsing t 
through text-books, trade journals, eto.In fact several of 
the chaps hafe been put off, & we are now down to a very 
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small staff. There is' no good indication' as to the future 
of the department, & speculation is rife from day to day 
However, Sydney are anxious to get me baok & thexe is a • 
l~t of maint~nance wor.k lOOming here,so that there is vel" 
l~ t;le likelihood of me being out of a job. Now that we y 
don t work Saturday mornings I have more leisuxe & th 
week-end before last I p-ainted out mybbathroom wi th Ii e ht 
green waterproof pa~nt, & a red floor, so it looks X 109 
per cent bettef4/J/,lJX • T111 s seems to be all the news 
~or now, but I'll wri te if there are any develepmen ts. 
nope you are all keeping well &, cheerful down there.p. s. 
Was very soI'ry to forget to wish Mum many happy returns 
on the 17th, whioh, I do now, & hope IVy was able to buy 
something sui table. Oheerio. Wale II 

This letter,faintly written in penCil, is fI'ocn Florenoe: 

IIBox 15 P.o. Nyngan, 11-10-45. Dear Mother & Dad, 
It was great to have your letter last week-end,& to get 
YOUI' news more clearly than we could over the phone. 
I was wondexing just what was the matter, & had come to 
the conclusion that you were too ill to write; but it's 
good to know that you are well again.Also all the rest 
of the clan. W have lost our boarder. Valerie went 
last saturday we~ & she took her young man over to in
troduce him to the family at Parkes. They must have appro
ved of bim,because two days later she &ll1ounced her en-
gagement to him. Her transfer is only supposed to be ~ 
for 3 months,but I wouldn't be surprised if she stays much 
longer. She is p.xetty tired of Nyngan, but it seems as 
though sh e Will have to 1 earn to Ii k e i t when she marri es. 
3i 11' s home is about 21 mi les out in the bush from here. 
What a good joke that was about Pipls (Walls) feet. Every 
time I tuink of it I laugh. Anyhow I suppose it won 't 
be long before he is in Sydney, & then he will settle down 
again & won't need the ammoni a, we hope. Bi 11 is in 
Bourke & returns on Saturday afternoon, &- then about 40' 
clock the concert party start out for Giralambone,about 
28 miles out, & put their concert on at night.. They w-
dnt to Tottenham a Couple of weeks ago & put the show on 
there. Bill enjoys these outings, but always Wishes he 
had a Cal' so that Robert & I could go too. Our holidays 
will probably be longer this year. If we are lucky we 
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may get almost 3 weeks over there; so see what you are in 
for. Robert is always talking about it. SOTry that you 
weredisappointed because he didn't' speak over the phone, 
but he was asleep & we took him down in the stroller,but 
he was so fast asleep we wouldn l t di sturb him •• He is 
very well & growing up fast. There isn't much news this 
time, but I will try to wri te a long letter next time. 
At least you will know that we are all 0 k. Cheerio. our 
love to·all. Florence." 

Sun. Oct 21 continued. Lately I have been busy binding t 
National Geographic Magazines together ,& have bouA.d all 
that I had, except those for 1937. A the February number 
is lost I am unable to btnd the J an.F eb.& March issues 
for 1937, but I have bound the others for that year. Last 
Thursday I bought the issue for May,1925 at a second-hand 
shop in Harn1lton,& was given the issue for an unknnn 
year which contains articles on Tibet, Tokyo,Toronto,the 
Transvaal,Tripoli,& Turkistan. Mum & Jose went to Birmi
ngham Gardens, near Wallsenq., & bought 4 big black hens 
from rnr. narshall, for 7/6 each. 

Tues. Oct. 23,1945. To-day I gO.t some old galvanized 
i ron sheets o.u t of the air raid shelter near Taubnman' s 
house. The shelter. has been demolished & the sheets are 
eate n through by rust & are partly buried buy the loose 
c, ay in the pi t. I have finished binding my 3 old volum
es of the History Of China by.Murray. Yesterday we recei
ved the following letter from Florence :-

"N yngan 19-10-45. Dear Mother & Dad, I reall y in tended 
wri ting to you, Dad, during the week. Robert said I must 
wri te & say thank you for that lovely book, & tell you 
that he loves you bery bery muoh. All his picture books 
have been cast aside for the new one: there are such a 
lot of interesting pictures in it for him, & ~e spends 
hours with it. Just as well I waited a Couple of days 
before writing, as rcan answer Mother' I s letter which 
came to day We didn't think you wer.e mad, Min, & believed 
you when you said you had wri tten. That was the very 
reason that I worxied, beoause I thought that you 
·must be ill, when you .had not written for so long, & 
I thought that pexhaps you would be wai ting until you 
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were well again, so as not to alarm us. anyhow all is 'well 
now, we hope; but don't go gettin9broncnitis again, & don't 
worry about Fred; he wi 11 have to take hi s turn, I su-t 
ppose. I. know how anXious you must be to see him, but the ! 

time will soon go. Why do ¥OU do so muoh washing in 
one day? Wouldn't the blankets have kept until anoteer 

day,? If you make yourself too tired you will have 
no resi stance left, & wi 11 be get ting siok again. Look 
after yourself! ;you haven't any'bosses, have you, un-
less Dad has turned into one? Bill was in another con-
cert here 'last night in aid of the."Far west", .~. will be 
in the ambulance conoert early next month.. They'seem 
to have a great time--, the men at the church-- one way 
& another I don't wri te muoh about Robert lately; .perh-
aps I am getting used to having him at last : I wondered 
if I ever would. anyhow, I suppose you do love to hear 
of him. He i's growing, not on~y taller, but cheekier too, 
but he i ssti 11 a great kid, & uhri stmasi s so slow in co-
ming. I am having some, new sui ts made for him now,& 
he thinks it is a step in the ri ght direc tion. 
I made a good job of a. house-dress to-day. It's a perfect 
fi t, & I feel encouraged to make something bett'er now 
f rom the same pattern. Well,chee.r up. ,Min, ,. the .boys 
w)(ill be home one of these days, & then we'll have the 
fa tted calf, or perhaps turkey & pi g. Bi 11 has or,dered a 
pig too to bring over wi th hi m, so you wi 11 have to bor-

, row a II fridde" as Robert calls a fri gi,daire. 
Cheerio; it's after '11 p.m. & past my bed time. Bill ~ 
& Robert are both fast asleep, but I thought I had J 
better write to-night, because if this misses to-morrow' 8 ( t 
( satul'day' s) mail it wi 11 not go un iii 1 Tuesday. f 
Thank you again, Dad, for all the trouble you rust ,t .• ~ 
have taken to fix that book Please, Mother, don't worry . 
about me starving now ,that Valerie has gone. I am still it 
your fat daughter & get pienty to eat. Love fI'om all. r 
Florence. II f 

Wed. Oct 24, 1945. To-day we received tbe following 
1 e t te r fro m Wal t e,r : _, 

II 159 li-regoryTerrace Brisbane. 22-10, 45. Dear Folk'S, 
I must be more pxompt in wri ting after being I1hauled 

~ 
~ 
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over the coals ll in the last letter, but you know how it 
is-- the letter is always left until there'-is some real 
news to write about. You have given me the IIschool booy 
howleI'll this time, Mum-- ammonia is not much good for tbe 
t~e of itching feet which want to go from Brisbane to 
Sydney. I had a good laugh over your home rll·medy. 
What Sydney job do you mean? Naturally 1(11 take one 
when they give me one, but at the moment the crowd here 
are trying to hang on to me, even though the peoule in 
the Department in Sydney~say they want me baCk. Last 
;,{onday they divided the ,folechanical Section into 2 
halves, one half to be under my con tro 1 & to look after 
outside construction, & the other half under Dimmick to 
lOok after design. In addition to 6 chaps in the office 
I also have 24 in the worksh:?f as part of my gang. It 
all sounds rather crazy, as I ve always been a design man 
& Dimmick is not much good on design, but I think they a 
are qUietly trying to work him right out. This is going 
to make it all the harder for me to get away, but the C
hief Engineer is due UP) from Melbourne th~s week, & then 
I I 11 thrash the matt er out with him. By bweeks esti ma
te in getting home is already looking sick, though,i su' .: 
it? We ha IS moved back on to the 1st floorof the Nat
ional Mutual Building again, too. Nothing of note has 
happ~ned since I last wrote; just the usual round of gOlf, 
tenniS, & occasional shows •• 
J)ad is obViously doing well in looking after the fowls 
(how many have you ,& how're the eggs ?;' I vy also tells 
me of Dad's in binding the National Geographics-- good 
on you, Dad. So pleased to bear you are all 0 k •• I too 
am in good nick. I wrote to Fred last ;.,ronday after 
haVing had a letter from him a few weeks before. 
All the best. Wal. 11 

!:Ion. Oct. 29, 1945. Clari ce ~ ocking has come home from 
the Convalescent Home & is g great deal better. 'I'be 
Indonesians are asking for liberation from Dutch dominat
ion,but it seems that they will have to fight not only 
the Dutch but the British too. To-day we received the 
follOwing letter from Fred:-

"NX 193961 pte. F. COCking, 2/4 A. G. H. ,:Aust. 19 Oct. 
1945. Dear Folks, Good news cane in~a couple of days 
ago to the effect that we were to be Dpacked oy the end 
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of the month & would sail early in November. This has 
caused everyone to get flat out into it, with more en~ 
thusiasm than wben we did it at Redoank, & I have 3 
o Hier carpenters from outside working wi tb me. Everyone 
was pu:oetty happy about it all unti 1 to-day, but a pretty 
strong rumour ,as yet no~ official, has been going aro
und that that everyone with under 150 pOints will go 
to another uni t un ti 1 re Ii eved by the pomrni es. Thi s 
makes my 132 look a bi t sick, but to-morrow I'm going to 
see what I can do about it, & my being the only carp- j 

enter in the unit might do some good. I hope so, anyway,!l 
but if I'm left it's just too bad, & at the most will 1.1 
o_lly mean a month or 2. I'd like to be home by Ohristmas 1~ 
to se.8 Flo & all the mob again, but i"f I'm not I underst- L~ 
and that we're given 30 days leave wi th a free rail l 
ticket to go anywhere in the State; so I III certainly 'I 
see the lot before Easter. Don't let thi s knock the (>f 

wind out of your sails altogether, because eVen though ~ 
Lim not home , nel ther is Ohri stmas here yet, & I sti 11\4 
have hOpes. Boats are few & far between here too up /l 
to date. Most of the fellOWS to go home ei ther on man- 1.1 
power or services release have been hanging around a i~ 
month 01' more becaus~ of no ships. However, as I said li~'.~ 
before, I I m stl11 hopeful , but doni t talc e it too hard 
if it's some time in the new year before you see me. ~ .. 
A "pix tl that Joe sent indicated that I'd clean up a 
few nectarines. I hope so, but if I were you I wouldn't 
leave the big ones on the trees to get bad. 
As soon as something definite happens I'll write & let 
you know. The main thing is that I'm feeling extra 
well & expect to stay that way. I tl s . good. to know that, 
but for seasonal colds etc, everyone is fair enough. 
You know it' 8 a bi t of a "trYi ty that i couldn't bring a 
bi t of this climate home wi th me. While you.' re shl vering 
we seldom use a blanket until 2 or 3 in the morni~g, & 
no one knows what a cold is •• I'm ~lad to know that this 
gi me when I go home it wi 11 be Summer. 
Tell Bert or Olarice when you see them that I'm glad 

I, , .. 

II 

that she's out of the hospi tal & that everythi ng w;'·n t 0 k. 
You mention Dad & his book-binding. The last I knew of it Ill.! .... 

be had stopped getting the @ographic: bas he started 
get ting it again, ?, or is it the old copi es that he's ,\ 
doing? I suppose that the microscop e & hi s books 
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kept him'occu·pied while the weather was so cold •• 
UP:'c;to a week or 2 ago I couldn't See a glimmer of hope 80 
far as get ting acro S8 to tbe main land , but now the 01..1 tfi t 
is arranging the 4 of ,us go over 3 times a week, & I 8m 
in the first lot to go. Let's hope that packing up doesn ' t 
in terfere wi th it. Borneo has always at tracted me ever 
since r heard of the wild man who's supposed to live there 
If the Boongs there are anything like the are here they're., 
peaceful enough,even though they are a surly lot. 
J1J.st as well Dad was there, or you you would bave worried 
over Wall s feet; but as for putting too high a pricf~on 
himself-- piffle-- he l s worth every brown of it, & besides 
be has a good assured job, & it's not worth his while to 
to leave it for any less & run of it n9t turning out 
zl good. Be hasn't written to me in quite a while now, 
but'r think that he l s a bit like m~ & waits until he has 
something to write about. , 
In the abbreviated newspaper we get daily I saw that among 
other thingsthe B.H.P. was spending a lot of dough on was 
a new lot of coke ovens at Kernbla. I wonder whether they 
will mean another rise for Johnno. 
I 'ye run out of news, & supper is just on ready, so 1'11 
~inish up. Look after yourselves & keep your eyies on 
uhri stmas. Fred. 

I sUppose I'· m allowed a P. S. too. The y' ve given me 2 
ri bbons to hang on ·my manly chest. More "rubbi sh to clut
ter up a drawer,or fuel, which? Freq." 

Sun. Nov 4, 1945. Last Thursday Igot an .inj ection from 
a new sister at the hospital. I interviewed 1.fr. pogonowski: 
at bis printery in Hunter street , re selling the old ttVlo
rId's News" to the Historical society. He asked me to 
bring a copy to s.how to an of!icial of the society. 
We reeei ved the following letter from Florence:-

"Nyngan, 31 10, 45. Dear Mother & Dad, How are things? 
HOpe you are "in the pink" & the ants are not worrying D
ad any more. Just as well be could laugh about it. 
I oftem wonder how your poultry farm is going; it'sa 
good tr:ing that you have some decent-si es chooks no~. 
~o you still have a garden too, or is the back yard 

S70j 
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a poultry run? Bi 11 i 8 out at lP1rac tice for. an a- " 
mbulance concert to be held to-morrow night. It sho
uld be pretty good, judging by some of the items thlllt 
are going on. The other day we all went to Bever
ly's birthday party, & on sunday we will take Robert 
along to the children's anniversary. I have nearly 
finished my third dress : 2 are hous~-dresses, & I 
have 2 more to make. Ihope to finish the one I am mak
ing ready for the concert to~morrow night. How is 
Jose these days? . Is he completely rid of his cold 
nOW that, the warmer. weather is here? I t will be good 
when Pip & Doo'l (W.A;L & FRED) are home again. I don't 
supDose Pip wi 11 actually be in Newcastle again to work, 
but at least he. will be near enough to come home often. 
11rs. Rees is still a Visitor here pretty frequently &: 
sometimes brings Mrs. Wright, a new-comer to Nyrigan. I 
called on Mrs •. Wright the othe;r d~y,& tbe next day took 
Robert to the pet show at the school, much to his delight. 
There i snt t much news, but I like. t.o :wri te a bi t oftenel' 
than I did ,after tliat long time without getting any 
word of home. It seems as though the only way to get le-
tters oftenel' is to writ~ often. Hope everyone is well, 
including Ivy who seems to be having a bad spell these 
days. I have wri tten to Art & phyll & yalert'e to-nigh t, 
& now it's quarter past 11, so it' bed time. Excuse the 
queer envelopes, but I forgot to buy them. In fact i tl 8 

pretty haxd to get them at all here. Oheerio. Our love 
to all. Florence. 1I 

Sun. continued. I have finished maki~g a coop , & have 
set a Ii ttle black hen in j, t on 5 eggs yesterday. ' 

i called at Williams' house last Thursday for'a 10/
cheque, but th~ girl did not know anything 'about it so 
I have to call there next Thursday. ' 
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Last Friday I go an inJ ection in my right arIT: from the 
new s:i fRlter . The next day (Friday) I went in again & 
consulted a young doctor about getting a blood-test,& 
he gave me a tioket to get one on the 20th of Nov. He 
a Iso si gned the p;rin ted form to enable me to trave 1 
early on the trams, & I took it to the Rami 1 ton tram 
depot, but the official there declined to grant a ticket 
for. early travelling, because;he said, "the doctor did not 
state the latest dime at which I could, attend the hospi
yale I bought some watermelon seeds & tomato seeds at 
IYoolworthl s,also some tomato pl:ants. At Kirkham's I 
bought a packet of stringless beans. To-day I planted 
the tomato plan ts & sowed the tomato seeds & the me-
lon seeds. Yesterday we received this· from Fred: 

liN X 193961 pte. F. Oocking, 24. A. G.B. A ~stralia,Nov. 
1st 1945. Dear Folks, To-da·y. I was sftpposed to go 
to the 2/6 A.G.R.about 1 mile down the road, because 
of my mere 132 pOints, but have been given a temporary 
respi te because all i en' t packed up-:; here. • I've be-
en eXpecting to be sent somewhere or other daily,& 
so never wrote until I could give yOu my new address. 
However, , know ,how you'll be eXpecting a letter, so 
I can wai t no longer. The said 2/6 has to be packed 
ready to go home, or so I I m led, to believe, by the end 
of November -- this one by the end of ,last month -
so you can see thatit will mean about 1 month later. 
It's a bit of luck really that I'mgoihg there, as 60 
out of the 70 who were going were sent to another pl
ace which has no idea of leaving until well after Oh
ristmas. I t will be extre·mely unlikely if I get home 
by Ohristmas. I know that you'll be disap.pointed, but it 
just can't be helped, & in one way it's better, for, 
when I'm on leave before I get out, I understand that 
I'll get a train pass to go anywhere in N. S •. W. 
I'll hop on any train,no matter where it's going, & in 
5 or 6 weeks I ,should be able to spend a bi t of time 
at Nyngan; & there wouldn't be much point in my going 
there if Flo was not home, would there 7 
The 2/4 should leave in a few weeks, & the new show, if 
it ,does leave a month behind, makes it appear as if 
I'll have the novelty of Christmas at sea. 
My long) awai ted chance qf going to the mainland came 



114. 
yesterday. We went about 40 mi'les from here in a snifter 
launch to Brunei. I t was well worth going,& real int- .... 
eresting. The town is about 10 miles up a 'river, & "boo
ngH fishing villages were fairly thick along the shor-es 
& ju'st like Hexham, only 100 times rougher & dirtier, 
while one opposi te Brunei itself is a block of shacks 
aui It on a mud flats ,&i t must be t- mi Ie squ~r.e & 
crammed. jammed together.' Disgraceful &,lhorrib1e it is, 
& as it I s of pre-Jap times it would se~m that the -pommi
es are not thei.lplift ,:to t~'e; niggers' that we're led 
to believe they are.. ''lrithe town itself ther'e are 
some real- good ho'uses & cl.:ubswhel'e ,_, I 'suppp se, the! 
whites had all the'y wanted' & lived like Kings, The 
",ost, interesting thlng, to me anyhow, was a dilapidated 
Chin'ese temple, complete with carvings & lanterns &. a 
big fat BuddhB;" ~t, t,h.e, n,i,ggers app.ar~ntl,y apparently 
used it as their lHub ",~ '4?:l-yhow, -1 twas c'nbck-a-block , 
wi th them gambling for each other's dough., &' they ,seem-ed 
to have a fai-r cbi t· of it-too. ' "', " 
The nuisanc esare back' 'aga1'n wi ti{ their ip.evi t'ab1:e' c lat
ter, so I' 11 have- to -flninh up or do :the In:pck. 
Don't think' I'm worryingtb'oCtmlchabo'Ut thle" way things 
are shap1ng, forr ,everytlling liappens' for the b~st., to me 
at 'any rate, ; & now that I know whatl's happening I I m 
more or less o6nten,ted. When' I do get home it'll be 
to stay';& that means'; a lot (ron't it? " . ,: '. , '." , .. '" " , ' I'm real well& haVing ap'rettyf'air tifn:e~:' & glad to, 
kriow that~ wi,th· th'eTexception' of '-Ivy;' ,ev~rYthi.n'gilsgoing 
swimmingly. Wri~te t'o' the same add'res's(ti 1~1 r' t'el'l""yO'lf' 
di fferently. "Fred." .. ~., . '! : ! . ' , 

-; • .~. .! .• t " ~~ ~.. (: , T '-.~' - .~. ',. " - ; '.~ r ~ I I 

Sat continwedc; Last !'hu~lsdayJ:r re'c~i'VedcB:;:~I.O/;'; 'cheque 
from Mrs'~ i illlams 

".", Fri. NoV .•. 16, 1945 .• Last Th1.U.'sday I . got an inJ ec tion in 
:uy left arm'. I interviewed. Mr pogonowski re the papers, 
but as Mr. Goold, ha!3 gone', off, on. s. long holiday Mr pog
onowski could not cgnslll t, h~m about buying the papers 
for the Historical Society. ,.r arranged to call. again, in 
a fortnight's time. - r have made a chicken-run ready 
for the chicks that should be out to-morrow week. I 
Following is a letter from Gladys:-

. . 10 s t 3 L b s. ) 
(l:1y weight to-day loS •. 
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115. "-
1st Avenue warrawong, 31-10-45_ Dear Mum & Dad 
wE're pleased to heat you & all the crowd up th~re are 
well. We are all tip-top at presen t •. Last saturday 
week we had tWb oar loads of vi si tors from Sydney, 8: 
it was lovely. AUll ti e Mary, Unc1ep eter, Alma, Fred, 
Ev~lyn~ Reg.~ Herb. Mar & Vaughn (he8, s back from New 
GUlnea;, navld from Br~sbane, & 3 others you don't 
know them. There was 12 came up, & the 5 of us madel7: 
we had a lovely time. The weather is a bit better to-
day; the wind has died down; it was terrible on Sunday 
& Monday. Jaok has a lovely garden this year-- it's 
a picture. We're pioking brocooli, broad beans, peans, 
spinach! carrots, parsnips, on.ons & turnips,; so it's 
not so cad, I reckon, for so early in' the year. 
There's no news down here to tell you about, so I'll 
say good bye & all the best to you all from us all at 
war rawong. Love, Glad. xxxxx. II ' 

This letter is from Florence !-
IINyngan,11-11-45. Deal' Folks, You must admit I'm pretty 
prompt at answering letters these days. We were sorry to 
hear that your leg i s giving you so much trouble these 
these days, Mother. If it isn't any better by the yime 
you get this it might be a good idea to see the doctor 
to have a look at it, & perhaps he will order injections, 
& they usually help a lot to relieve that pain . you seem 
to have so often. If you have to have a course of in-
j ections' & have to stay in bed,I will come over & look 
after the house. '1 t is probable that I will be 'over so
me time before OhXistmas,anyhow. I want to get a set of 
teeth- & if dentists are as busy there as they are here 
I wili not be able to get them during the holiday per
iod. My ears still give me a fair amount of trouble, & 
that, too, I want to see about while I am over. 
By the tone of your letter you are worried about Ohris~ 
& the work it entails. Don't worry about it. You have-
n't ,surely, toy1 'worry about your fami ly corning home. 
I am sure they won't worry whether they have "bread & fat" 
to eat, & the house won't worry them, no matter what it 
looks like. The main thing is that you & Dad. are well; 
& I would like you to arrange about treatment for your 
leg & I can come over while you are in bed. Most lik
ely' you will have to rest. ,Just taking medicine doesn't 
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seem to help much, & if you see a doctor now you may 
be all right for Christmas. I suppose you are hav-
i,ng a cold Spell to-day, & we .are here. It's just like 
~nter here & we are all down in the kitchen in front of 
the fire. The anniversary last week was real good. We 
wen t twice on the Sunday Mrs. Young was here this aft 
ernoon,& she will probably go over with me on her way to 
Inverell to stay with her p~remts until the beginning of 
AVril. Anyhow, we don't know when we will be going'l 
over, because our dressmaker is sick & c~nnot make the 
clothes that she is wanting for Beverly & I want for Ro-

u
, 

bert. The matexial for Robert' clothes has been there 
wee;(s, but Ill'S. power? has been too ill to do anything, 

6.: of course we don? know when we will get them; but shhe 
sows quickly when f:ihe is well, & Bill will call am Tues-
day to see her. Anyhow if you need me I'll vome wi th- [T-

out the new clothes & have them sent ~f~l. on. Hope If 

tilat Jose is well again : I think that a whi Ie out here 
would help him, but Summer time is aoit severe for a 
new chum, & I don't think he would a~~eciate the dust. 
About Easter time is the time to ss tbe time to see the 
West, but I bope by then his trouble~ are over. How is 
the strike affecting hi~& Ja:~k? 1'hanks for the en
velopes, Mother, Don't worry, because I may be coming 
earlier. I'll give you a hand with the work & take over 
if you are no t well. Anyhow, let me know how things are 
going. We may ring towards the end of the week. 
Cheerio. Love from us all. Florenoe. 

We had a letter from Phyllis on Friday, & they were all 
well 6(: hoped to move into their house about the middle 
of Deoember. Florence." 

This letter came to-day from walter :-

"159 Gregory Tce., Bri sbane, 13-11-45- Dear Folks, 
Since last wri ting I have again been by oar to M~ry
borough & Bundaberg, & quite enjoyed the trip, hav~ng 
been able to mix enjoyment with business. I took work
men & tools to Maryborough & left them. for a few days 
to do a job on the R~A. A.F. boilers while I proceeded 
to Bundaberg on in~ections. ,At the same time I was 
able to fi t in a few games of golf whioh were very euj-
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able Even now I have no 'definite instructions about my 
transfer, al though both~ the Chi ef Mechanical Engin
eer & the Director of Engineering have been up from 
Melbourne, but I know that the transfer is to be e1'-
1'ectedps soon as a replacement ca~ be made Dimmock, 
who has been the local engineer, has been recalled 
to Canberra, & I have just seen him off to-night. 
Last week-end was enjoyed at tennis & golf as usual,plus 
a sWim down at Clontarf which was very acceptable. 
Last ~ight I was one of a debating team at the local 
Y.M.C. we were fortunate in winning. Mum' s letter 
<;tbout~the fowls, Daphne' s develop~ent, & the good health 
of you all made good reading; & ~rre8pective of the 
poseibili tyof transfer, I will in any case look for
ward to seeing you all at Christmas •• ' I am keeping 
wonderfull y weIll & Mr s. Jones saye that although I am 
not getting fat look more "solid". My weight has in
creased to lIst •. 8 lbs. ;80 probably Daphne & I wi 11 
be a good pair. Oheerio for now. Money order for £5 
enclosed. Wal." 

Sun. Nov. 25, 1945. I nceived an injection in my right 
arm last Thursday. Last Tuesday I had a blood-count at 
the hO~ital. I bought a 54/64 round drill at the 
Workman i s Tool shOp 'for 6/9. The Ii ttle black hen that I 
set on 5 eggs on the 3rd Nov. has. hatched 3 black 
chicks. This is our firs~ hatching.Our apricots ~re 
fast ripening & are falling off the tree at the vve ste
rn end of the hut. They are free from grubs. The 
British authorities are employing Japs to help in murd
ering Indonesians who are seelcing independance from Dut
ch domination. .11 There'll always be an England ll

-- where 
dirty work is to be done t 
We have received the following letter from Fred:-

liN X 1939bl,P tee F. COCking 2/6 A. G. H. Australia, 11-11-
45. Dear Folks, As you c an see, I' ve had ana ther move, 
thi s ,time to the 2/£ A. G. H. ,all those wi th 180 pOints 
& over left yesterday on a hospital ship from -:- from 
the 2/4 I mean-- & from here· we could see it pulling 
out. One bloke with :179 swam after it awhile,yelling 
to them to throw him a rope: no one obliged, & ~e was 

, . la ch Was he moan~ng ? 
eventually brought back ~n a un . 
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& was the air blue? This nlace is supposed to be pa-
cked by the enx of thi s mon th~, but I don't know if I' 11 
be lucky enough to go wi th it. However, we know,don ' t 
we, that my turn must come soon; & that's more tl1an we 
knew 6 months ago ~ 
The carpenter who was here before me has already gone 
home, so I have taken over now. So far there's been 
nothing to do ,& as long as it stays like it I'll be 
quite satisfied. I've been here since last Monday, & 
been in for a (swim) 3 times 80 far. The beach is only 
a bout .150 yards away & has a good sandy bottom, & slo
p es out Yeryslowly.; the ideal thing for a mug sw
immer like me. Thanks for the almanac blotter. 
I'ill still using the one you sent me las,t year. It 
also was for 1945. At first I thought this was for. 
1946 8: I took it as being a bad omen so far as my 
being home before this year is out. Now I regard 
it as a good -one & hOne that ther'll 'be no need to 
send me one for next'Year. I can only'hope that I'll 
be home for. Christmas, but you know as'much'as I do, 
so we'll leave it the "lap of the gods II • By your 
letter, Dad seems to be bUsy. I'm, glad that. he's. 
not taking too unkindly to the fowls & th.at he's 
saving you the trouble of looking after ~hem; & if, 
as you say, he's doing a lot of odd jobs, he canl~ 
Le feeling too bad. You tsay that it's beginning 
to warm up a bi t ct.O\'Vll there. I only hope tha,t i tBs 
s ti 11 summer time when I get there. I remember tthe 
time that. I came horne before, in th,e middle of win-
t er, f rc;:Jm Up wherei t really' is hot. So do you, I' 11 
bet. i th the easy time I've been haVing the last 
mon th I '''should have been 14 stone now. . I haven't 
weighed mys elf since I left: Bri sbane, & although I' 111 

no lighter I know that I can't be .any heavi er either 
because of the heat. It m keeping real well,& that's 
tlle main thing,isn'.t it 'l I've ha,d a, letter each 
from Flo & Wal for a week now, & I might get one o,f 
them al1swered to-night. .So. l,ong. All the best. 
Fred. II . 

We also had this from Florence:-

"Nyngan, 17-11-45. Dear Mother, YoUX letter arri
ved last night,& I am not definite yet as to when I 
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am coming. AS to taking me away from Bill, don't w
orry about him thinking that; in fact he wants to get 
rid of me. He wants me to go before Christmas, 80 
that he will not have to come back alone. We have 
be en talking about going over on the 30th, which means 
we arri ve on Dec. 1st, & that will give me plenty of 
time to')have both my ears & my teeth fixed. (We means 
Robert & myself). If we do go on 30th it will mean 
that Bi 11 only has a week 8: a couple of days here to 
batch; the rest of the time he will be in Bourke. I 
hate the thought of the trip over, but if I wai t until 
Ohristmas I may not be able to be fixed up,& then will 
have tQ wait until some time in late January to come 
back. nyhow, 1 suppose It 11 be on the train from here 
next Friday week if all is well, 8: that-includes Rob
ert's clothes being finished. The train leaves here 
on Fridays,& so it should not be qui te sO crowded as 
on other days. lias. Young is wai ting now 8: going a 
week later, when her husband gets his holidays. Don't 
make any arrangement wi th the doctor or dentist yet. 
I I 11 let you know defini tely when I am going. - As to 
the dentist I want to go to,I am pretty doubtful about 
that, but you or Ivy might be able to help me there. 
I was thinking that perhaps Mr. \lV'el18 at the Bank (he 
made my first set pre tty good) or 1!rs. Longworth. 
Anyhow, you tell me which you think is the best 8: 
cheapest. Out here it costs about £ 20, for one upp-
er set. I hope that they are no t qui te so expensive 
over there. Anyhow, I am glad that I haven't to come 
in the capaci ty of a nurse. I thought that it meant 
that your leg-:as getting much worse. Anyhow, it might 
not do any harm to have that limp seen- to. The Lantog
en, as you say, may do the trick. I tIs good to think 
your hand is so much imprOVed. Ihope that is the la.st 
of your skin ~~rries. Dool must have been given a ~ 
defini te date now about .his home-coming: it will be 
good if they start a bi t earlier & ne is at home du-
ring the holiday period. I want to have my hai~ waved 
too when I go over: so wi th a new wave, new teeth 8: 
new ears, I should be much improved by the time Bill 
comes over. He is very anxious that I am not worl'ying 
about sore ears at Christmas· & of coursre I am too-, , 
so if they are cured thi 8 time we should ~ll be h~p~y. 
I t I 8 good to know that Jose is better agaln. I thln 

~'7If 
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that he will have to come to d1-rty old Nyngan yet to 
get well-- but when the weather is good. our love. "
Florence. II 

Wed~ Dec. 5, 1945.Last Saturday, tbe fiI'st, Mum & I met 
~'lorence 8, Robert on the Newcastle staieon at 5 to 4, 
&: Robert & I waited at the post office wl1ile Florence 
consulted doctor perret in Bolton st. re her ears & t 
throa t. He said she had tonsi Ii ti s & 13rescri bed for h 
her. Last Monday Flore~ce, Robert & I- went to Newcast
le as she had to see doc tor p erett again. A thunders
torni nrevented us from going on to the beach. Mr. '\1i I
Iiams-rang & said that a cheque was ready for me at h .. 
his house. Yesterday I received a book of views of Ho-
bart, Tasmania, from Mrs Christina Jager Mum received 
the following letter a few days ago from Mrs. Morris$ 

If 56 Lett St. :Li thgow, Nov 22 1945. Dear Mary, I rec
eived your evex-Ioving letter some time ago & so plea9 
sed all were well & you were imprOVing.. What happ-
ened to you,Maxy ? You ha ve aTIway s kept so well. 
God bless you & keep you strong. I am real well in 

myself & my poor old leg keeps gOOd. I just get 
about the house. I came up in the car : I had to lay 
dow" but still thllt tbat i 8 all right to be able 
to get in the car. God help me: wi thout him I au, no
where. I am 80rry to tell you Maggie does not get 
good health: it is such a pity she has worked so 
hard for us all. I do hOpe Sl.e will soon be better 
again. Eva is no t the best, but tbe girls are wiH:J,. 
also her hUGLjand. Bill is notthe best: he suffers 
from one of those ulcers e~ gets some very sick turns. 
Well, Mary, nave you· got your boy home yet1 
A lot of the poo~ -chaps are home again , & what a 
lovely thing for themselves after all they wen t through, 
& their parents would be so pleased to have their boys 
once again. Our boy won't be home for awhile; he is 
going to Japan , but I ask God to spare hi m tous all. 
Those old Japs were hani & cruel to our people, & th
ey should be key/v in theix place: what do you say ? 
wellnow, Mary, what are all these strikes ao.ming to ? 

The men don't seem to do much good & the boys coming 
Wh . your boy-- bless him home to more trouble eI'e 1S 

• h Y you wi 11 be t h did he get home yet ? How app 0 ave 
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hi_m home with you: & ,llary", what is it aJ-l for? 
I do hope when your boy returne he is real well. 
poor chaps, their food line is pretty rough I suppose. 
Mary, how is Florrie,her husband & son? Hope they are 
well; also all the rest of your care. Poor Mr. Oocking, 
how does he keep? It will be 12 montbs on the 7th 
Dec. since I lost my dear husband, & how I dg miss him. 
At times I am very miserable, but Maggie & Blll& Eva 
& 001 & family are all good to me; so I can't complain. 
God gave my dear one rest & he will be happy,. _ 
,So' now I must say Ta-ta to you, my dear old pal, "" thhe 
very bezt of- love to you & all of your care. So cheerio 
from your old friend. Maggie, Bill, & Eva send best love 
& hope you will all have a nice Christmas & a bright 
new year. Excuse all mistakes,'as liile Jan is on 
the bed all the time. Eliza Morris. II 

This letter is from Freritf3Hce:-FJDff f rt¢~:-

"Nyngan, 28-111- 11-45. Dear Mother, Well, we have m ... 
ade up our minds to go on Friday, but as far as your 
meeting the train in Newcastle Cis concerned) it's Dr
etty indefini te just when we shall arrive, as the fl
yer is booked out & we shall have to get any trai n we 
can" ~ shall get the earli est we can after the train 
arrives. If Art comes in I may get him toX~Ile ring or 
send a wire, but I may not have much luggage unless my 
big port arrives at the same time as we do. I'll te
II you all the news when we arrive. Un~til then vbeerio. 
Florence. Ii 

This came from Fred:-
" Dear Folks, I have a letter from both you & Joe to 
answer,but it seems that the one to Joe will have to 
wait until I have something to wri te about. Thi s 
place is supposed to be packed lip by next week-end & 
to leave here on or about 15 Dec. It's hard to say 
whether I III go wi th it, but presen t indications sugg
est that I'll once again be dumped--thi s one to 2/1 
C.C.8. (Oasualty Olearing Station) about 2 miles away. 
Some of the fe-llows from the' 2/4 went there from the 
start, & they say that the grub there is extra good; 
so that's a big thing i bits favour, & wi 11 be a we
lcome change from the rubbish we.' J'e getting here. 
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2Jon't address my l5:tters to there, though, uecause I .... 
may not ga there, if you continue to send them to t 
this place they'll be sent on. If it wasn't for the 
crook grub thi s would be a real good place, nothing 
much to do, & every afternoon' about 3 0' clock down to 
the beach,; nothing but a good holiday. 
I don't think you need bother about whether Flo is home 
or not, because I'll have 2 months or more leave in 
W [lich ,to use my ; pass up ,& besides yo,U should know tht 
home is sure to be the first place that I make for. 
You misunderstood my reference to Brunei. It was only 
a trip that was arranged -- there & back in one day-
just a sight-seeing trip, & I was lucky to have the 
opportunity to go. I"m glad,too, that I didn't have, 
to stay there. , 
Wi th Kei th on the 'barbed wire & 'Joe vii th his cold, you 
seem to' be getting a few more or less tr.i vi al things 
happening, but nothing seems serious; 8,0 everything iis 
o k. L'et's hOpe that doctor Arnold' says tbat your 
hand is completely better this time. There is a pict
ure of a girl sitting for her leaving certificate in 
the IITable Tops" (the local rag) to-night"" so I sUppose 
that Daff is r:i.ght in ,the middle of hers 6e worrying her 
bead off about it too. A,rt, too, will have his head 
stuck in one of Gladys special type of books for his 
exam. I'm feeling real good, wi th the exoeption of a 
bi t of a cold cut, I don't think it wi 11 last long up 
bere & expect it to be better in a couple, of days. I 
only hope that I'm home while there's a bit of Summer 
left; but,as I ~~Xit'8 hard to tell how long I'll 
be Up here yet. i'ni.. II . ' 

I know that you' recontinuing to' send papers to me, 
but it's easily 6 weeks since I r ve had any, & every 
cbange I get means another hold-up. I think thati t 
would be a good idea not to send any more as the last 
lot that you sent shpuld just a,)Out get to me when I'm 
going home. There's always plenty of reading matter 
UD here, no matter where we ga,as every place carries 
qui te a good Ii brary. There's nothing else I :wap t & 
nothing else to say,so I'll finish now. Don't get too 
anXious about my coming home, as my turn must come soon. 
The air. mai 1 stickers are a washout up here •. J.hey al-
ways stick too soon. Fred." 
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Last Monday (1.»X) (3rd) we received tnis'-from Art:-

15 Charles St., ',farrickville, §undaylst Dec. 1945. 
Dear Folks, I was going up to ·see you last Friday fort
night, out found out I could not get a booking. There 

was some chance of getting a seat ~n the following or 
some subeequerit Friday, but I wasn't game to leave phi 1 
for a week-end any later than the beginning of November. 
Apart from that,my examswere getting pretty close ( I 1m 
in the middle of them now). My Ii tt1e sweetheart was a 
uit disappointed oecause Iid told her that she & I were 
going away in the tra~. n, btl t I I 11 make it up tp her by 
taking her to see you ;:::eome time in Ja.ymary. l' hylli s ,-i-/ 
is much better than should reaeonably be· expec-ted; 6~ as 
for Doreen, she's the ~W»jX~»Jl sweetest little girl 
a oloke would see in a day's march. Not that she's an 
angel by any means -- she's a female Robert prett y often. 
Just now she' .3 L1 pretty bacI oc1pur !)eCaL~88 ~:J'.8·:;~;")"C'",C._:_ 
her dinner all the floor to-dav :" iJ.T'cke the ulate in the 
process. You' Ci oetter' get t.e" tin plates I'eady aGainst 
our coming, l.iur;:. AJ.l 3 of 1..18 -,-.rl '3:'~ ,78 could be at J:10.lE £-
01' C.r~:;"iE.tmas, but getting all 4 ofJS [lOme 'oy -GIC:l:~ll 
is too fagging a job for us to be game to tackle it. 
Maybe Phil will try the journey abou t the middle of J
anuary . I'll . take on the trip alone (excep t for Doreen 
of course) if she doesn't like to face it .. Our chance 
of getting the house we left is more slender than ever, 
al tllougI."l there i s ~ chance of getting it. Next we~k 
one of us will write to Wal or Fred. It seems 40 years 
since I've heard from ei ther of them. How's the book-
binding gOing,Dad ? & how is the lip, Mum? & how is Chip 
;:;etting on '(fe hope everything in the garden is lovely 

~ & the chooks each lay 2 eggs a day We sl10uld have som:e 
~4.. \ 

I 

re::Jl news for you pretty soon. In that even t I'll proo-
ably ring you. phyllis sends her love. ::)0 do I, &: here l 8 

a ki ss from Doreen. X. Arthur. II 

Tuesc1'l;T )'c. 1:3, Iji'15. Last Thursiay - bot an Ll'H.;t~.·':l 
in my left a.:!~·"!l. At Ash' 8 :: :.JOugllt alot:H~:r sq'.13.re-encie(1'; 
drill for 3/6. Yesterday was a very hot day-~ temp. 102 
de~.; Fah.' Florence & Robert went to Mrs. Longworth to 
ge-r,; her nOltw teeth • we have received. this from Gla.d:-
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II l!3t Avenue iVa:rra\long, Wednesday. Dear Mum 
y(.ll~'-· "e.l,~omed letter to ha.."ld Bar118 time ago. We are plea-' 
8~:l. t,) !.ltSar you a:tr'. all well; we are ttp-to:>p Just nou 
although I had tlHt flu badly last week, &'. the kiddi~8 
all had colds.. We get our holi;\aya on the 3ot.i:l of Dtlo 
so I suppose, if we Oan get the petrol & th. tEains axe ' 
1'(1)1Jllng, we'llobe Uo.t>, ou., way or the othol". We'reho
P~:~!.g lf~ Ca.n get the petrol, beoa.use W8 t~1L11c the tl'ain8 
n1],~ht bl) out out. Dell iQt 8 A a 8: 2 B • out of ten 
aJu:)jtlfJ"%l ' 80 .he iOoa in tll a4tO()1'ld YWa,!: whtJn _hool ep-
~ng; 8: 1'118 ~llm' tOp: ah$ {l0t 334 ma.1''ks out.! 350. 811ft 
gr\ea iJ!l to ot11 olass when school atarts. ~ haven l t got 
!C1l1UI sreBultJJ yet. Ian t t the olll atrike a"tul ? r. 
;lad. trr) :.lat'J thl/)k6Xot)elle lamp ,~ oandles last °i3.ight beo!l1.,lI'8e 
9. '0' ol,)QX ie a b1 t early tt!) go to bed. WilhiJ1~ you all 
t IJtt eQrlpli~lJ!.nn t3 o! th4J aeaSOll. frfi)!:4 Glad. Jaok.J.: ! at'11 ly.'1 

WI! .l~o l'eoei ved the !o1181J1alI letter Iriltr:1 "a1."4 0 

"1::;9J!'ego.i.-, l.eJ..~"<>., l"i.~.';'u{' • .;')-1~r~5. ~_o_Dti.:t"';~'1Ja 
_D«fa:f..' ro11:f\, :~tl.ll path.,!' yeal' 18 getti?~ nea!' ltlS 
,ru:l, & tlUI nIl p:rebably be Ill,. lam't IffJtt!ftI' before 

sOli 11££ you. all:uat .)art.tau tim.. Net1f1 tllsta"lcliJlg 
all 'Irq efforts ,1D.olwilllg OJ\lotllrJJ: au.b!l1Is1"11 a week "p, 
they .earl very l .. th to l.t me l.av. Bl'lebrm.e, .0 I 11'111 
no t be eQm1.:.lllJ hOlAO tel" 180d, but wi 11 'haY., ttl ra"ti.'lZ"-Q h
~re for at I,ast aOU8 time in tal! new yeare 

! haTe ar:ra?1ged tG 10 t!C) Sydlley en the Woed:a.e.day b8-
'{o:re Ohl'i gto~a. (19"tll) &: will .ee the cr~ .. 1. in the SJd,
n~~or ,':)tti<$. bot'or!! eOI~t1'lg hOI • .,t.r Oari.t~all.. I mat 
aL10 Wl'lt" tf) Al"t ttl-lliJllt& ask MIa"ttIJ book me a •• .at 
e~ th~ Newoililtl. "11'1$1"11 Gil Cllristm!1aJ Eve.; 
:: l:''lttilt"il.1. YO.lt1t%'iay a.ft.1: _ enjt)'1able In,iolilli'S 1t'l)!ik
enil at B1.l:rl.eiCh H.a,,") 1 t bei1l!l auoll betts:r no" that lfll 
a1'9 a'o1, tl) 1"aT8 on Fr1tay alcllt & haT. 2 f'J.l1 4ajl 
eltl:l!),:f.. TliLei oal' 1,. r-,llU'li1\, "f'ery well, .1 tht.)ugh I d:L,t°tl't 
ta.:C4i it with mit t}llg tille» ail I wanttt) 8:1"e the til1cetJ" 
I .... s lil()~Y 1. aan .. , 2 tyl·." Ii TO;l aft :yllt,}a "er9 ql1~~ t",'1 
~llt tanll f .. :r :r.-t~.adiJlgJ .0 I •• lll,}!\f fa1rly It'Gll .ff 
wi th 3 new re-tr~a.d.... Btl" iit J.ti let 11I1 abeut tr.: •• 7 
R~ ...... " DaTi! (:&:18 baok h~~l'$ re:t! a f e'¥f 4ay. the .eek be-

~ - ~~ tc+:c'e l!l.t~ H.e .ame to raia., Ollpi tal & aaa 11 ... OOI1.lJAO\l 

~ <lll(lj:;l1,t' • • }wp at pal."Ua'lHl.. I wail 11~, 'ttB k~~" 
1.)% w~;:r~ all well, wi th thlt .:m epti ell .f ICe 1 ta x a1.. a1' I' 
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bv.t expect he too i. in pod ahaps again ,?1 £lOW., 

Dlivi IlUst be cetti., tit bt': a real poult!'1 e'ltftllIl1aat .. 
Obi:.;>'. idea in lIIakln!!: toy. 1, an cfxoell.ftat one .. Ail 
yOil ,ay t tl\ft)" ar. Tery expe11a1"" rat raft r P&I)l' ill tIle 
ell«tp., & 1'. IJUre th" lei,ia will enj.,. the pexatlnal tl)l.li)~ 
()f tile A()mt1-!llade en.. I AaTen' t h6al"i frfj~ Fred fox,. 
!J01ne tillle ,but expect -:tha.t tl1e ,\1 tl.i)).:: Up there 1. 
80 JU,Ibl.d at p:re.ent that ae 1. "at tins for thlll,. tl'} 
.1~:rity tllftlIselTe. a ~1 t, b~:f..r. Wl'i till,.. Tla~~o! 1 Q n~ t 
ilUIJi. e1 ••• 1 .e"'a at tilct IlGfAant .. I •• aQaewllat .~~ri Inl. 
about t1'.,$ e:f.f_t .1.' tlle a't:r1t. en tJt1.,a ~.Y1l ,,"it..~.,i.\ "' 
•• ::11. .1117 llop. ",-.at it 4"ep't be.lta .... :ti.11 -wla ... 
IJ erta11l11 tiler. 1. 11 ttl. t;eaJlQu111t ty 1 Ii 1&.1 th 08:-
1;\e sati ••• l e:r tll. 1. teX'*.tiei&1 ap\ere ap~.r. at 
pr ••• ~t, & .Ten Jo~. 'en't aee::a ttD lie t,lt. plcultif-.ll> 
Doililtt ••• :oa4 1. ril~d.yi., tlte .e •• a •• 1 ••• 1,. a. eT'!X',{ 
I wll1 'be able t" li1.oU1J9 th1ags at flr.t .wad "h~n ! 
am a.t .o!&e; Cae el"ie fo:r t.lle pl'eae~lt. \'Val.. f! 

Al(!o titl. letter fre~ rred:-

!!~ X 193961 pte; F. O~"kiac, 2/re .L·G.H. A'II!J1;?al!J..~· 
"-Im'.; ~':il ~'. ned r.:u:., I hope tt&.t :/'C'J h~,.~t.l'i:t 
11_. I:. ~eQki.G.g fe~libg' -t'a'!'Itd be sOlle for Oli.=-:i€t.llU.~ 
r;e(;;~uBe if you. k.ave jC:u l I~ ~oing to oe di JiliA.ppcip-:.;ed .. 
'-"he a00 fro!.! l"Ll!n~ .. xe t±~c to lft&Te &ex.t week \iOI.'!I!' tiiCte 
-- witt-out ae -- but th~r 1'I'On l t haTe tl~e 'to ge". b.c~e 
; L"U t ,ri.21· get t1.el'e it (ioupl~ of dt\YIil Lefc.l'c tl-:~e r.{ill" 
ye~. The G0vcl'llltient lil~el::1il to be making so~e alC:t0:" 
ge~"ture. to &;et the m.en hozue this ye .. x .. , l,,"u:t 80 "t.e! i ti ~ 
all tilJ.k : ~~ t~ are al lTliyit auppOi!ed to be =Cl:<l~r:'~ & 
al't'J Ilf,i,t &1'1"1"'1r1&. N'H' the i;tCXjr ,oe~ tlatt 1O .00(.) ti~:.n 
Hill le .... ve hex'f befol't ~e e!:.d. 'of, the year. peI~olt"ll)f 
I ft 11 l,el! eve it whoo. I i16Co it. r.Qwever t if tl.ey do oCCl1.H! 

they .~ul~ ~ako .eat of .t~e hithex' priorit1e~ ho~ej & 
t~at ahou.ld. aeiffi t!1at I iihou.14 be OD the Tfil.tC:l' 1:1' J~ .. !':'=. 
~u~r, (0;. then. lid "till hnTe a few Tree}clii of WQ.l". treai',Le:r 
~efoI·ft Willi,eI'.' There ii: one 'brl~b+' spot em 'the L.o:':"i~or~ 
(r, that i~ that Lccls MOlmtt,attel1 iEl d.ue to a.r:rive lHH·t: 
t.C-:'::tO;i'l'Cl! QI' t~e next d9.1; &. tho~e 'c·li; 'OU~B doni 1:. T.!lc/\tc 

"I'~I\H!C. fo~' the (;000 of their health. Uy inte::rpl'e'tatiClE 
jath2.t he'lD cort.inr; to w:,::tike final ciecl.;-Jdi abO'\').\~ '~Lt~ 

rCI~11 takiLg ~i~e:;:, &. if theY're rfilady tc ooltie it 'ff~n!,~:,., 
.. ~ I' Rj!I;~11) t J,,'\,k tli.1:..e lcng ~Cil' them teo find s .. lipG 10 ue. ~.-

~'7/1 



1,·,' , c:;o. 
](.!',.Olli t r hQ,ve; nutklil:g to aolm a.bO'iiLt tor Ii ~ o.01:u." ve=J' 
1i To ~.Hl VOl':\(; & every afterr.oon at about 3 0' e:le,ok I SO 
,·:J,oln", te' the bew.cb. My cold haa .. ew qui ttl ,Cttft & tbeIe'i 
l:iot.u~i; tt,e tUatter. nth ae. We s't111tave p:i~tuxt.:ij 3 

::-i~.t£l a lTet,~kJ& en the .tb.er niiJ1ta there'" plerlty tc r
t~~.. The perieGt lI11licuail'e' as life •. : the onl:r thilltr. 
'!..l! :-ti~t I •• RGlt; at llOilfl. Ie t~at .al;:e~ Ii. big d.iffex6uce. 
r ~xo te :{OU la."t let tel' nCl~ tobo~h.er· selld.in~ any ao:r~ 
1-'iip~<li- 01' anrt::iug else tox tb.4lt,lIui!.tte:r. &. the 'If"y that 
the p~el'i!i &.I'~: ll~t oorun"r 1l7.i 1s hO::-l'ible. Tht1 lar;t a 
chip to i;;l'ing .. ny --- & tbere 'naSi !.lone :fOl' u.e-- 1· ... U vU 
iii, n ei &: mOIilt., 01' tbe p • .pel'S !'/ere illOl'e 0:':' lC(l ~p()tlt.·. 
1 :~, ;;;:;;eraos; ~!"~"~l";s r.i;J.~e I had .. 111','& on pl'cuientd.elivcl'Y . 
i i ~':A: ~encl a:ny nOlT ltd, be nell hcue. ~)6!o:r!f, ti!ey .at heI'~tI 0 

7' J.~ 6: . f\E>b~::t .. bm.ild be hou.te lfLen :leu ,~rt tni s, &t..La't 
::,t;~~r; that tte- hill B1111eu 7111 vieit fiilOl·l. ,ottE'r .. ,1io t:t,~ 
l;,:;,~e ~hou.ld 'brl"llt¢li l.ip for you fox a while •• ~ua t fCl'-
G t't~ it If 9Il ~tiJ~l away, to let lie mOlt bow Dati! i. blood"': 
e:;':;l)l:l'~ ~.~., .le~ the e:u,!ll rel.lultl tor tlle U:OGo ' JO(~ will 
1 Jlk<2eIjI t.~Ed -tt,at i -:-I!; all ! cah d.o to ;fi~.cl eno\;!.~h r.;.elrS to 
'} 'L"1? ~ 't<.:! Y(.i''':;', b\l t wheG tbine2I'e~11y .t~t't to .eve hill 
Hill be o~e of the first I "1'1 tee Ii' it. helpil you lilny, 
.;; oe f> 'Hal i. in the iiU,Jj1e ~oat. I had a Ie~; ter iroL! him, I 
tti:c"lc befc'J:e I £oJIj yours, & sO far I haYcn i i; w1'1 tte.n to 
bi~~el thel·. I III have to wri te to hiu sao.,. or he lYon' t 
;".,~'t 1 t till he "et. liack to Bri~blllI.!.e aftt!ll' Chl'ietwas. 
I i 11 1'lr:.i gh ~1OU-. So long; it }fon' t 'be fox' lou£. FI't'lGl. II 

n:~ef;" cor:tinued.. We also ~ot a Chl'ii!tmas c~:cd fro~ 
tithe Oookil~g8 at "1/li'.rradl!/.glf Maring this" meilfJage:-

« Tb.ottt'h life brings aueb that ehe.ngefll 
And t11!1e arinus ll.Uoh tbat' a. new, 
Ther.~' & o,lle tbing ne,,:er ohanges, 
Ant. the. t 18 k:!.n.rl thoughta of you. It 
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L7. 
:r'~co:rd :U-;.k, ta..:.c6 Som.C ?(;),8elir ... ~, melt it 0:-, ;).. !::lIe\'\' L:;.1'( 
',', .. "r'c,L er '""'.\-',, f. i"C(""L"""~uI'''''+:'''' ")1' "")~'~'i'''1+ <X'; r"'~"l""" '~i:' ,-,... \'t '-"-' 1.,1 ~ -..;v.. U.Ll, oc J.1.' ........ 8 4..0.. I..oi~. ., •• / •• I.-.L. ~ ~ ~ V t.J ..... ~. J. .: ... t.. 1..:".4...: .... 

"','1'("'1 18,'",")1-,1("c:.- r(;' f: 1;'';''11 'r.r,l,(, "p "dfbo'l" ~";I:or'c,rni'.I.~: ~;.!. ... \,. .... J,. "-'~".t- _- .. _ '-'--- _ u ,u_..;. w~ _ '"'" .,_ J _ u.) ..... ...., ...... ".-J. ~ 

lu~r\v. Takc' frot::. tlle fi.l.'£:! & allow it to cool. The 
~J . 

ink 1f1 now pr~w'Gical1J fiLiehec1, except if not if HO't 
er,tir:::::'y ml.itable Dr. tJ'ial, , it '~1;ly C<J ~ i' rr:.ay;),~ ~,i;l'-
""""O'TtY~ ~.,TT "deli' n'" ':"~"e O(\l"J'i()'~' '1T OIT" .... ,;',-, <'-"Mall 4",a,r11" ''--,t'' ~., .. L V c:·1,,4 _.; c;. t; tJ_ ..J. u ~ '" "'"' i. """"0& ..... <L Co..\.L ' .... .L ., •• l." -.'. 

~lhe =1 bbon f3}:Qu16 'o~ charged 7Ti -:11 a. XX~iUIX very tUx 
e.ver..ly divided. amouJl.t of ink; henoe the ,~eCe[;8~L -:y of q 

801veut -- i~1 this inGta.J.lce a mixture oie equal par.;c 
cf petroleum 0: reot:i'ied. .,;api~'i ttl 0: tl1T p€:1"tir.i.e. IL 
this mixture e;.issolve dissc!lve a s:..:fficient ar:101.Ult 
of se-lie. ir..K. by v,;,gorcr~18 agito,tio'l to !1:Rke a t~nir-l 
't',aint. Try '~',j'Jc ink UI: one extremi ty of the ri bll on. 
I f too 130ft. '~S8; if too 80ft add a . i ttle wax to mak-ke 
it harder if teo p0,1(!,:,:1_,l,;:1. ;1 t-f;'-..-:: more c,,;'101' ,;; if 

too be.r:::l add-;ore vaseltne/ . If t~le is oaTcf'nl1.v 
c.i)':)l:L e<l to t118 r ,;, bbon,8, the' . SUXpLts i 8 bl'il.shec:-;' '" 
the l't.: c,Tt Sl"uT,l,l/l be highly enti s:faotlwl'Y. II 

S 1 / ~ 



.., ?p 

.I._v . . 

".1 :. :~. _. "I, ~:. ::U.·V t :!' , ~~; [~(11 ~~ ... ~ i 2.. ~:. l' eo ei ve(l Et l)oo:{ o:f H G 1-) ~-l:rt 
, .• ' -"',l' .10'._.' .. '~!' ··,l"e'.1··: "U'"']'y ""TOtTI "'1'" -r "l"""C ""1' ved '" 8"'~~'" v.: t·;,,~o _J .• ) ,: 1. v t ..... ", J..\.# ~";I - • .L " ... '- J. •. ' .. "_I ~ ..... v y..... C-.l. .JJ.J....a.. 01 

:~. 'Sill ·;i'!.vP :::e H l),ok cr~tilled IIFifty IJuti.nies, Rebe-
111ons, and Revolutions," , 704 pages ;'iY /~3 cuthOT c·• 
:"T~)EE: ,~:1'\J'e tnZ' cL r!()o1: f';~J.titJ_e~'~L :i:7t~ :;\-1 iT' :':"r)(~ ,!t.)I;.ni!, Z.~?·S ·~3.rreB 

. - . "':'~:J 

t·· em ',,'.n~<::~o~"f'": J.uthoX'. ~ral *:sr came fTO\~l BTir:b~iJH>. by 
't:"' .:'; .. ~_:-:-& ().~. 0 :tri. ~ -:ml!?'~! E~l t:; t~~ ~.: av e !\ItU~1 t erl 1)0 ufJ.cl s. jl T cd 
'~".';.1:1 no-: f~ot awa.y, but eXpects to C'Jl::' ~,(I,nf~ f:r'i:-.\:: ~1.\'; 
~l;:':~'ll-'Jl :.():iI .• ... ·Tf:~. ::;tJi,:.::. Gerlt ·U.S i} (;2.111 ~~rl t:~ ~~.£: fo]~l

!:-:J~71:~'.e; tll€Sfie;"6!- 1{".~rj.tl1 kind. -::e!'fieLt1i::r~.rl(~I~!~~ t~ aJ..l ~~."()\)(l 
~Ni.. G1: 28 for" o. L"i<.l.;:IJ ~l CllrJ.. !:1t~848 ~~ B. bl~i. ;:-)1t rlf;Vl ~lr~:':~ g It 

?:f" :t:C(;j"'!~:;:J ~'~le ~~,.)J-J_o';'7int~ l.ett€~:L' rl'\);n r: -9d:·-

1~.o \~':;11 t!.l~!::re t,N~rMj~ fo:- t11e rl::·~:t c;ne. T \~,:!8 Itlc1(;r 
"", .. ,'1"-...... ~ 'l-l""\l" '" "l-rl" <"t''i o',- .... ,,'1'",1 ("'''V'=''1 tc' '.,~ .... ,'" ... :.::: ,~' .• ···.L· ...... ~ '.1'...) J.. ":::.. t'..... c .. \.) j ..0 {I .. U .. ~ \ ..... .:J".ol-.--. ;:'>..l. \,Ji. } ~ .. _ ~ --....... ',",; ~ .L. j 

;):.e .. ··..·"- ~fl1 ('f'~1d 1~ ~·,0~··H~ to cvp.:r·~ ·-,Ii\", T i-~-lO'r.("" ',0"(;.,'" 

'.1.11 '\ .... ~ ~~ to;f:~ t,;' ~e:A::l It:';ith t::~ ~,c;:.8ib~r::··E:X~:~~};··'-.i;::~ 
.:;,,; ,,~C!i:::'!.: ,i. ::n::.f." ::V.t ~. tl r; for theu t·~ .. -:>. :: 1':op,,,: t};Il.1.: 

.~I·1~ :?: J:~:'-:Y'~11~ can p,:et trje:1o tr)()~ ~(o~...: c."\1 .. y J1J.2't Ct:J~:_d. 

':-.h.:t th~7 'he:', f:ncthe:r gi1'1, ':,.-:: !lot how t'i·lYCH'.~; ·.".'Ll:::, 01~ 
'>;~.t tl'if:: 1:i'l -,~'ac t) be ca.1J.ed. :/sybe 7JO-l:Hc'!r.,.' t ~~1'''iV, 

':j-\lt I';p, :·';-.. 1l-13 t'h:-:.t -,/t'J11'11 let: !ne 1CllC'\'r r~llt;,n. 'tT()\) fl-:ld ~:, .... 
. ~." to -

~:~;:) I :-}~ [3 Y'~.:_lt·1t·~.:..;' C.:;I.~8 L?! d.()?~E :t: ~llf; '\~rlr~.l is ~ .. 1,"cl·!:ir~· 
"" f .... - r·,·1:, ","f;(,' lr' -1-1'.·,,', 1-"1" t~1'" ",--1,-(1(,,,,, bl1+ .. ~-,.,.. ,~",,~ ",'0<'-. '~'. - .;.\. ':I~)r"·~l.:._.t.·"'ot ........ .:.. I,: .... J .... \ ..... =., ... ..: .;,.;.~; ~V'~LJ .... '-"~I' ' . .1 vJ.l. .. · '",..{.4..' L,.{.i.~ 

~~ ,'.,,,, ;', :'.; t }l"~; '~{J l' tl c~ :; real ,'t'E'lnom p cl'a:a:"'" 'r n-·'t ._. ",... '-~-.. ~ ... _' ~ ~r ... > .. '" 1;..: ,~ , .. .... .. C. \., • _.. _ (..4 

~. ''''-'1' .•• ,' "'., 'f'-r,) ~.(.' ",-, <' 01" ~. 1 e to '-1 '."' . .j. ·'0 t r) ~ t 1,,,..1 11 :;.,-'_".' 'l.·, '.;t,. \,.',,/ \:~ .. ...!.,...l. j;JVU";l ._1, -:.1 '.,: ...•. , v, ::;." u~ a. ... 1._, ..I-...J 

,!(::t J.t l)ijfo:re he le;lVei:1 BJ'i~bane; ~(; -:- "jon't ;.;:::',- Jrl7 
... .) .... t., 

:.,02'e th;::'.;; thD.t II rr1 0 k ~: th:3t my cold has (~;.;j.t;e .~:onE;" 
'-:-.',J~ '.::,::: T,:l. J r;>veryone. el::;~'" ,1, rea.l gOf')tt V't:rigt("~'-l.B. ' 
Ir~.t:: 1:.(ii)~ n:e:r f.ove you eno:lgh 1i!:,;bt ::; gas to coo}: 
H,>:: ~l:l,I'~l::. I ·u.!1d~:~~'Dtand that·we get 8o r:'1et;)ir,g special 
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tr,p Sr.;.~~(ir' :'_,.t)·~lt ~~1:~t , .~, '-' 

t c) r,'.," +~ ... I}/'; ~Ot"·," ~~ .. ~C~ mn'.:lr,+ "'.',.·.',('1·ut r:: -· .... ef.r r fr'o". -'-,.,'.:-","' .. t,.1.l. tJ.! •. \:; 1... 4~.! l~r.:;.., 1't',I.! ., ... .L LI ........ l-"' ....... .-~ _ .,.,' _; ... ~"I ... ~.;.:; __ 'oJ... ~_ 

1'011110. trip to . ydne'y: I t takes 9"Lou"t 11~ d.a.ys on the· 
iiE'. ter; E;O you ~8.:.J see that I (:"1 no t ext l' 8. fa!' i;."i'iOlY ~ 
~~a~' a",,,,,u·-'" +-1'n"-"" "'~'T~ '·C·ll-n"le,.. ... '" ;.. .... ~ ....... '. -f.''''IJ '~"'~")~ '. .;..,. ,,,t,,,,,,,..I' ta~L, .... .'. ,' ... '_"'CS11, ':'J(-~'" ,': I • J. J J._ \,.j. w ... L., C.tl. (~, ... \,..-', • .,.!. .. -!.....;: l~ 

,.. .... '·,.,,~·i·'· 1'" 'r,-""'1~" +l-e "'0"".80 the '''e ....... :l.e... mi'·,f'"f l " .. ·-.n1·r v .... ~ .. !.6J... -i. ... .:;. L. L oJ .. 6 • ..J 1., .... , .... / J . .1 • j . :.. .... \.,;I ,Ul · .. L.t... ..1. ". .. ,... , ~ ~ \y' ..... - - ....... J 

i·~ot tD tak~~ ~he 8a~.e 'bloko r.ol~le once, .t~ n~y tU:r:-l {;just 
e>:' me even tuall Y.- T1; ere IS ,;t prett:l stron!:; T,.lihGUl' thF,t 
T~dia:ls ';-;,1"e Comll'lg teTe ~:.,efo:re tlH; !Yew Year, ,:':: tl:'.at 
there! II be :::lone of us lei t b.ere aftr.r t Lie end of 1,7 an
uS:'J". Al-::hough my ·,joints e.re i~ot :b.lgb th.~1'r(;' I),.!H'J 
:.'~ eant~ ,:~e lo'!Y'~~t het,,; 150 I. won't be t·h.e l~Et to GO: 
The Fi tlld Ax!b1..11anoe 'tdd.:C'~lSS is t,lle onE' we !l8.V Eo. :""eeL 

~;~~.~~ o~ e~(~ ~ ;;~'C c.~~~ v.~~~,~t:k: ~~ \~~;~:' ~1~-~c~G; ;3'~~~ ~.i~~! (j .~'~ :;' ~",i,.-" 
";f)~-'C- tl1;~ 5..8 t'l:! C:Y,i!tCCf)t ~:,l:\ce for '_1,2 'h'):'J': ··~"',e:;:. 

I SUppose that I'n have plentY' mOTe ct~::i,~.;c'f: ·.Im~~·:I~e 
.,_',i l.\O'·,le, ·!U't ::lU ·:'i'l"-',."'Gteit' vvn.el"e yU'i..l. YiTl':lc.e ·r,6:::. r ':fl G'-\:.:e 
to tr;t::.:;ai't(W:;·.i t<Bnt on wit10ut much cielay. 
i t'.,-aB fb~l"J. .:~ .. J r:~('...~.I.. ':,::l-c otl-iL:1I ~ay ~'JI1CIlC '~;i·~.e ~l~.f.':'c:·· ... ,'·· __ .... 

5c1i!'le,1 L;(lC::~<: it., l'::la,d ...... as :i i' tl~le:1· }'l~ a \";-lJ..(,~, "~~j~:j; ~:t:'~;. 1 E 
,. L-n', 0 C,' '" t "a.l.. i-l-' e B '-' P ;'> l' '" C"(.'''· -'1 '1 ". r'''''.o " ....'" <:' + '" .,.,- .. , t:) t.J:'l"- ....,\.:.. .1). t.,. ... -, • ~.'-.4. ~ - \~ 0 \...- "'. "'_ ..... c;. ytMou-.:t ~ ... \J ..... "" ........ ~ \.J...fJ 

<.:t.gai~l too. I ,ion l t -;v'-!.r~lj ~ Sl1orta[;E: of tl'6l.ine,;Lt··,l r 
i)ct t:Le:r'e, ue08UBe it seems tha.t I III fnl.Ve a;)Ci ... t 7 
weeke to l'Oali4 l'le G. :7. I till l' eal well, o:ractivliJl Y u\.;-
L_i.i.jj~ 'tu ,ii.) J~w::"e.l' 't,Li.8,1-1 bO U.owu on thE; beach, J! .i..~ 
£81;::2>0 tLat ~pod. gXiJ_" i £ L.viil~ toue t ,1I':rlCJ. (m i"G:' 
")li;L'i;Jtr~~~.X~-I )/- a he:~ slJoulrl ::;upply k:;Ol;lCt.l:i:i;. 

.\,/o.rtl n-!jile, s1f,:,ulJ.x~lt it? ;As I scdd, i..l;;'E is C;.-' 
.,, a "lctf" "'-"~ II '1 f-J.· ··-l..L' ,",'j.. 1"1')'7 "-·1.- ····'Ip· .~. , .. ·t· <,-" ;"'1"1-, 
-.,' - ..", ;;'')-J _4 tAo~. ~AJ. J.\.... J.... I....L.v .. i._ ·f ... ~. · ... v ... ..J..v ~l 

f'ax;;'1 s:.r .. ··· .' .... C ~)·;1C::·.J.' l1:-' ',~ °1' "'-" ':r f[' .'.' , f~'i' 11("·'- .:~ t~·, .. " , . ..... ..... ..... __ vt..· -"Q.",,,~, b ~J-U .... .1 t-...VL, •. ". ___ ,_ ... .J~., ..... J...d.,._. 

, .... ; . ...,." .• ," },,,,\l., 1" .. "~,,, '-' .. ", ."" ",,, .. , [-''','''1 .!-, -/ 
-J.4.4~:t L.L~'-~ bJ..J.'''; ..l...L, l ... c!v(,. vl: ... ,.4.! ..L..L~l_-., .. , .. ....lp .1.·.~1'" .... ..l._ ~.L~.!f-;I. 

'I'ill t~~:rl:J il1 -~(;C !~ .',\ :rt;3.I; ~U 10l~1~. i'J.'"c;,d.: i 
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'l'.iI."'Ur. Jan. 10, 194b~ This morning I poste~ Mum' a 
t:ram cono <easl~on tioket to the tram ways offioe 1'0 
pbillip St. S)!d.ney i'or a new t ~cket for 1 94t>'. I g~t 8.L'"l 

injection in my lett arm from the siater at the hospital. 
At Kooa.!Cts Ingot J.4 sneets"f naLf plate enlarb"iu3' 
paper for 1/10. I went to longworth' EJ place, & lIrs. 
longl'.JOxth boXed a Ii ttle more ou t of my tooth. She 
gave me SOt1e cards to advextise a meeting to re-form 
a League of nations Union under the name ofUnited Nations, 
Ol'ganisation. The oards read.-- "You are oordia.lly in-
vi ted to attend the inaugural meeting of the United 
rations OJ;ganisations( formel' ly League of Nations Uni-
on ) Mayfield Branoh, to be held in the paxlsh hall, 
Cburch Stl.'eet, Mayfield on Thursday 17th. January 1946 
at 8 P.M. I sabel Longworth, Oonvenel'. II I bought the 
sydney Morning Herald to see the resuls of the Sydney 
Universi ty examinations, but Arthur' B name is not in 
it. At Harrington's shopI examinea a quarter-plate 

Reflex oamel'cc ,tne i.L'~ 06 £, 23. Son Jack, hi s eon John, 
young John David, Adell, & Alma have been here 3 days; 
they left in Jack's oar this morn1r~. Walter weLt to 
Sydney last ,Monday, & Bi 11 pUl'dy .Florence ,& fu bar t; left 
bere for NYIlgan last Tuesday. I paid £ 1-8-2d at the 
Eank of I. S.~. to:r: the "}lat100.~ll Geogreph18 Magazine 
to be sent to NlIllgan for Bill thi B yeH1'. Some t1me 
ago we received the following rrOtl Al'tnn:r:: - . 
"Cbal'lea st. ,Jlarrlckville, Sunday. 
~neat- !'Olkr., Tne CUna1i!!!eu~ or ,railway aervioes pre
vented our go1ng home last week-end; now 1 t is unlikely the 
wet 11 see you before the middle of JanuarY', phyllis & 
the little nipper (duly registered as Judeth ~e) l~.t 
Friday) ~:!an now at hOllte. Both are fee.lillg mighty fine:,l 
The little 'un i., heaJ.thy &oomfortable{ 1.e. ahe h J 

lla8 no rashes,eto.) 10 , 80 abe is good all day & most 
of the night. Do'reen tl:d.nke 1 t'. 10 vel y haVing a 11 t-
tIe baby sister, .0 we'%6 quite a hajjy family. 
vret 11 be .ending you a paroel next week. It ahould re
aoh you by gbr1etmaa or abortly afte:rwardfjl. I inte
nded to 1napect Dad'. handiwork en hi. oookb1nding by 
no". I oan l t do ao I as 1 t aeems aa though & report 
ill 0&11 Ed. for J . Dad. You t d better le t 118 know, too J whet-
her you managed to get the miS!B1ng numl:>er." •••• 
The reat of tbe letter 1s lout: 

I 
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we haye received th1a from Fred:-

"-

liN X 1939bl'Pte. r. Oocklngt B Ooy. 2/12 rld. .. Amb. Au~-
.trall", l-l-lb.DeU folta, )lew 'year' & Day, & I tve 
apen~t l1ke I' VC Ipellt the other 'day. lately, ~ Just 10-
af1ng a o~t; ~bat'a all there-1e to do her. new De.idea 
wai t. The atory' about us l.a~ng· IOllel1here abou t ihe 
20th still holcla,& 1 t aeeu to be pl"ettr fa1r dlnkum 
this t1me; 8C about' weelf.s should see me o~ the water. 
I hOp~ ao, anyhow, beoaueeI' Il get'tlng a bi t tired. of 
Just aot1ng about. The-Ind1beh8Ye arr1ve4. &: tb~ 4&y 
after to-morroY! we go' 10- tbe'::Qther aide cf' the 1 ela
nd, wi th nothing to do but wa.t t our mm.~ It' 8 good 
to know 'that phyll & the baby are all right. The nal1e 
they p1cked 18 pretty geod, I th1nk, don't you , 
I didn't quite know what you were 41"1 ving at .ben I f
lrst ~ead that the JUll1ngtone hl4nt t left ~oe' shouse 
to (too t) olean, First I atarted to th1nk· tbat Jack 
U. !lUst have taken it, but after I remembered that 
)(iddletons were the last peOple in 1 t I woke up to 
wbat you were- driVing at.. Ii shouldn t t have been too 
bad : why itt. only abo:u:t a year ago &ince it wae done. 
I' II 'sending ,ou a, ,9ouple of, p1ctl.lrea: I dGIl't qui te 
know what tbe,r meu. One aeell8 to be teaching ~ile kld. 
n01f to be a flag flapper, & tlle otJterllas me 'trio ked ... 
YOU aay be able to work 1 t out, or 80Ile cleve:roolf ' 
down tllere II1ght~· 'Beret. notlitag IIUC~ to ~i te about 
80 It 11 finis. Upe? I Just tlloupt t .. at JOu would ,like 
to liear from me on tlle first of tile year. 111I c. k; 
keep tlla.t way JOur8el'Ye8.~ ; fred .. ' 

p.'9~' I got ·World's lew. il ,3 or a Heralela & a' big bond1e 
of Suns & Heralels· frol'l JQe yesterday, tlle first for a 
lonfi: t111&.. Last night wupretty ~e piotul;es &: , 
concert t1ll a1dn1gat, .&: at 12 o'olock a few rifle 
BAot. & Very , besides a falr b1 t of leero. t1n banging. s 

'To-day, (ThursdaY' ) we received tU8 telegru trom At
rtaur : - lpalJeec1; aee ·10U Wednesday;' 

fIe ~.orMei"ed tae following L~tier troll Ar1a-
1t15coaarlee Street, Jlarrionille, !Ueeda~. 
Eeu folks, We rece1Ted. 'ae parcel from Dad. ftank8.-
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very laUe)", .. ; JD.'De.;Ju.t:.~&~ :.~ llee4ecL",-rae 
n1ppere ·areooll11:Dc·-alolli 1l10e1,. tauke, .~eola111 ta; "
l1ttle om.· •• o 1.-#0. ,row1nc,. tai~4 ,?h11l.llI.et.·tae I 

.Gat oentented. baby I'Te eyer Been;; we hOpei t c1oe5ll' t 
'that slle'll be a equealer <lateX' on., , t.l will find. me 
at home aJil.y4ay of tile week, from 9. ~111 .12, &; at Bight 
irone onwU4e. From,S· to 9.a.: ... I'. '._1".111£ a blol;e 
about 30· to epeat" rea4.· 'e~ .illl. I . pop~ to let al, . 

. 'Tkmlk you .. - Froll 1 to', 5,p.m. I ',ai'. "fJuhinC· aY1U11ag 
at Banketown Satlle. lor "~1erI·Jaepe to.let 1&/- ,.er 
day_ It'. a· prett, ~&ft.l,..eUl\ed. few 'bob, but 114 de 
it tor-notataaI'm .'bored. .ittlng arouad.· ael-e.:: .. 
".1 will !lnd,Pllr111e,pcer:brut.,· ... _ItG .• t _,.,,"-
• .,ery _ufof •. 8' 4ar.·& for-nlptJ 8&8'11 De II1pt, 
pleaeecl .0 see' at II , f'& "will pve lUm a;.G}).eaoe 'to.pl .. ,. 
'11~. tlIe ki48 A 'admire" " .... ; ( will0 •• beag·. blote of." 
41l4retlcll,& discern_eat. }le e .. ' tTery we1.1 .VG1d. 40-
ina, untll I reiura."· so come .. y tille, Wal~ . ".'11 
welcome )'Ou, even tlloup ike _Ill. 1-.' t ,~~e. 
);OOIlol!ics renl'. will be publiehed ln " •• waroabl •• 
ed1 't1on . (J)oon)ot tke'.~su.~." I 'tiklnt, in tJae SJdn-

- ey !leming. He:rald' on ;t .. , 8t~t~liA •. '&. lOt~.,~an,.-,l .. ~.. " 
TUeaday. WedJ1eeday.' f~llr&d.aT. "_f:-.Ilext .... e~. J!.1 name . " " 
ml«mt be 1n tile ii(J~a fer lagIle", ;: I, (J.l'ta)loonom
loe::1J & Hlstory etI!COlloIl10.'e!kOu,g.:t. X'Il a b1t 1IiJl4y 
aoout 1 t. If Flo drOps u. a line we may be able to 
meet }ler, B111,& 'S_cleere 'at Oent~l en tlleir way b 
b&ek.i If Grudlla"<'Iltaer~4gel will: look atter- Doreen 
we( 11 probablr aMW YO'(l ftrlateat kid. We',llea!' no, 
aent10n of O~p (OJaaJ:l1e) : ~. 1-. ae T pllT1118 :8f:nds 
ller lOTe.So do we all. Jrtaur.' 

I 

1'1'1.- Jan,: 11, 194b. :1 }lave 1'e.C6iTed tai' frOat •• betere:- i 

,'15 Greenfield fe:rrace~port% •• tk, near Redl"utlt' Oora- r 
"a~J 29tlil Oct.' 1'45. Dear 111'. OOOkinl, I JIll ";1 ttng j 
to auk you for tlle p8»ere we ar.e gett1nl enJo7ong: Ii 
'You wanted to know if ikey are comlng regul}rl,.. Well ~. 
some weats we gettlu. 'Ie· 4 a .eek, iu:t I ~nk 1 t w! . : 
a. O1P1ng to tlle war.. Taant God. ~. war lIlu ede4: we ~ 
are Q1'e :tliu tllankful. ftat.adreadful t1ae '1 t'. "en ~ 
for all otus. 10" we- oan lie down 1n peac)e once itore, '; 
& we .. aTe ellr .treet l1pt .. , fa .. ftl'·windo"s wi illout f , 
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o.art ourtat·n8. It wag awful -to: go out otU01'l!t not a 
b1 tot l1gat to be seen. .Ar1d we need. to '-be more t&.
&nkful taat tae 014 bombs never drOp 8npllere 1n por ... 
treatk. bat .ery neal' by..- only a. mile trom us-- tile,. 
aaTe 40ne a lot ef damage t& .lie airdrome. !lle noise 
aoartid WI a.. , •• U.. • I 40 llope we never aaTe any 
1I10l"e ware. we Pall' t ~f we all do unto each otller as 
we would be done UD to. we trust ,.,u are all keeping 
fairly ... ell if 110" in perfect ae&1t~ Our bora u. 
well. fred. llas pt over ~. ~ attult, & .Frank au 
~.en 1n laoapi tal in Bru-.8.ela. He oaugat a ,eve" 
co14 &: 1 t settled in. "8 but .. bed. '.at &e .oou.14 aCiio 
.. reely atand, but after Ueatmeat &: relit a. 1e _11 & 

ag81n. Be 1. aelplng to .. pa:zd p%l.onere ln Bnsael. -
not wo 1004. a Jeb -- but tae7 U6 like in IIOlle01; do 
".at JOu are told.: .in,..,.. lle •• rz taeJ kaft .... rr good 
foo4 & cOIII.fort.ble beds. IIOre ta .. lae llu al ... ,. 1l_ 
einoe In t.e arty. Bie wife. Hi. witel: 11 ,tIe Jo-
JOe are ."11. J~:J'Oe .... been ""l!Y bad 111 tll 1d.oOp1ng 0 
oeup " a8t .... ·~! ... r .... 4\ .. _t tae at •• moon wi'tk 
u. ,eaterday. I~ waa a nic, day. We ~ave _&4 a v.rJ 
roup. week -wizn4. blOWing a ple, tree. bloc 40Wl, £, 
l'a1n in torrent.. 10 one 00111d go fez •• 0. we .aV6 a 
lavely d81 to-4ay -8Wl warm Just 11ke Sumller. 
Well,JIZ'.' Ooalr.1ng, my eye.1eat 1 •. 10'. "tter.Jly ankle&! 
& betll a,. feet llM. va.r1oo8e .,ltil $ere. I oouldn l t 
sleep Wita pain, 1& our dootor oame & ordered._ to bed; 
10 I t va been up llere 5 weeks. I don't. 11ke i t, but 1 tt 8 
dome ta •• pod. One ankle .u lleale(l. &: tAe ct ... :r foot 
18 n6&%11 well; He 111.14. only rea' 1IGuld heal tluul. I 
0811 s1 t out .ere now.lll tu Window, & tlle sun is gre;n.s: 
I feel like 1t, ln body, I .. tl1e:akftll lG .a1~' 
I .. ave Just lost my elde~t bro~er, 78.' He llrA Il ~.t
~oke a few aont ... ago&: wa. never weU again,peol' a_sp. 
A. telY aontJII.e older tllan IIY lluaband Harry, 1& ae 18 well 
a. can be after that lOllg lllDe&s~; Someone 18 out.ide 
wi tll hi. now. Bela laugiL1ng Ie sllouting, you think illlt a 
8o.loo1boy. He 18 sending Us beat recards to you & Hrs. 
OOOk11l1 It family. You were aay1nc about the pre.e-
rT1ng tae .. ate: out Wtcre. Wlla't a pi 10y tlley 40n'i think 
of tile npt ill1ng to clc. We were Just the .ame -
ton. sf &pr1ng wa'tel' ru,*1D.g to waste - but 81nce tae 
airdrome llas neen up tllere tlley leaTei t for tJlei:t ow 
ulle. lot 80 llUok w ... ted n ..... We are never ah.(!)rt of ...... 



1'~ 'IIr&.ter- lovely spring water.' I laavEl nCJt la_ a letter 
froD! myoQusin naTld. cut tlae~. for quite a long ti'lle 
no.. .1 11:'18 are botA-well. Kathleen 18 aUll at "
ralIllGut •• &: Jlyra 1s laue doing tlle ltousewo'rk for me to 
have tlle :rest. Doctor .aid. I should have "'B had 1 t 
before, but ~ dldn' t want to bnng Ky1a-llome out of 
~er good. Jobj)l ~ , tes, I feel, sU.re' our Labo~1' Govern 
ment mean to do what tAey say -:' no half" 1lali Wita 
,tllem. raey'r. going to do their best for tae workers 
all Broutld. We are about the only ones tlkat are La
boUl' in Portre ath. !key JustxJp pui in tile Ocnaerv&
tiTe, lIr. J.gnetr, qat::; tiley iillnk tBe world of :ai .. 
Like pa Webeter say, , tll. !lOre tlaey're b1 t &: k10ked 
t he more t.ey It.old for they 11.014 for tllean. P& "eta 
into Iota of llard talks, wi dOIl't Ul.ke any 1..
resaion , tlley can't 8ee, or ~nt~. 
Anyway, 0111' Labour are in full power, aore tlI.an before. 
Some say i •• " .never did. anytld.111 wJa..1l La tou was in be
fore, but they weren't in powerjoculdntt,ble. nor .tr~ 
~tr1ke _ell t •• u t"J- will D01f tlloug., I I. sure. 
Tes our &1 rla botA aad tllelr pare of DO.~. at 'al .... 
out'-. xatAleen .a8 a f1r .... &~oJatt1'. Skelle4 i& go alt 
eYe!' 80 otten ae iAey dropped lots ot lno_dlu,. bombl 

&: caugllt ~e keuse. Oil fire. A te.m1l), of fiTe .ere 
killed very near ~ .. er. )f~a .... ,18" alIe -101Ip_ Jaanl, 
but 1. i worried us. We wert afraid tor ~ell " st&y d0-
wn t1&ere. But tAer would atay on A o_e o\li all J'ipt 
lucky. ' !f()1J KI'.- Oockial, I .et .lolle .1 t& kind. re ...... 
aNe Ie "aute for papel' a " t~ ltc •• t •• 11 'tJley were 
8onet&1ng 'to reid. wertll .Mle. !m8t rue will find. 

'you &11 well all 1 t now 1~a.ve8 us. J.s ever, your ain
I) ere friends H.! ! E~l Webster. 
:Defore you get, t}1is I llope to be out skipping a:rQund 
again.'" - . ' 

"I ~ 

AnBw~r~d Jan. 1J.,.'1940. ·S1g.n~ecl Of! loobys" sent, & 
group pI.1OtiO of lLum,F.L.o:reuoe,~lJ.l 1 flobert~ 

Sat. Jan. 19, .L';I4b. Last 'l'Uu1'8day I. go:,t .my usual in
jeotlon 111 sy xlga-;. arm S:E tA8"aosp1 taJ.. I paid. a po
und C1ue. lOX eJ.eotxloi ty. Las~, "ea.. Ax'" pnylJ.1a, i)JJ:eentj 
" ~lt~~~lraxl:wl~<t :U·om Kari'l.oK: vl.1J.e, &.U. we.4.1.,' . 
. s. S 4/- t'Gr' tile ~enS1on.r.t . Aasoolatlon 
on TaUl", • .as,,; 1. 2/- oon'tl"iOu1il0n &: 2/- J,.evy. 

I 

I 
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l(r. W. Longwo.t" ... ae lern 'lIlft 11'ae MaJ:i..jJ:~utA 01 llau • . , 
0) W1IlWOOd. Reade. y".tel"(l&y we reOe~Te<1 tJle foJ.J.ov-

~ lng-J.ett&r :trOlJ1 j'J.orenoe :-

IBox 15 Nyngan, J.o-i-4o. Dear Fo..Lxs, lfe.Ll, .era we are 
aga1Q baai.: in dirty, old Nyngan, &1. t.ftouga Robert Bay. &$ 
.L1ltes Delng oa()Jc. We Aavenl" ked !DUO. Clua .. 80 fu) 
bu't JUdging by tlle stats of tAe aouae at looal repOl"liS 
tAe dust-.torml were pretty numerous wnlLe we were awy. 
'J.':l.e :tlre1 big 'iD1ng to aenl10n,1.iloug., is ourr·. l])a
pAne ) palla to-day, OJ:" yesterday wou.A4 be more oorreat t 
but we are alway. a tlayJ.ate Wi tA be news cuo; .ere. 
Any.ow 1t 1. great to know u.at •• e SO' UNUgA. I' .u. 
bet • .ae 1s a Teryll&ppy 'ttil" i ftow: Oongratu.J.atlon. 
Dttp, we're ,roud of you. 1'.e bay around "Jle corner 
()Ira. Oa.u.agaan'l 001' ) ft. unb10ky enGtlgA to fa1l, &: 
'wtara a very glum look.' . I IllppOIS uat Ari 4: ,., .• lJ .. 1!11 
& ,aelr d,augJltera are W1. tA you n~w. ".a't do you tiU.11k 
of, tAe new nipper;, )(0';&81' Ie ))Bd , Ian't; aAe lid 8. 1-
1 tt,. p'IJ&oJl' I wal JUSl &0011-. to .end tJlat 11 ttl. 
pillOW over to.o.d.ay for Doreen' 8 Cioll' a cot ; but I 't&llltl: 
i t wouJ.11 be aal'li.ly lOllg enougJl . I f tatty send me tAe 
.1 let of tile eot I oan' be BUre 'iAen; in tile mea..'1~itA6 p6r
Aapa iQU lIay lend .or tJlat .11 ttle cuaA1on, )(otlter. 
We are all well, bu.~ finding 1 t- .1"11 aot .I.fter tAe 
first day in lhbb9. Bill was b1. oM eel! again ( I 
lIean Ai. Wild Weat 18.1.1:), It we caMe .oDle J.ast Frifltay. 
Bitl lpeIlt all day on Tlturada.y at tAe ahop whil Rooor't 

&: I amused OUl'aelTeain tne park, moatly 1n tile bat as.' 
we were going to see GllTe Worley the n1g.t.befoxe we . 
left, but .. ad to tUl"ll bacJc beoallse Robert was 'too til'led. •• 
Any.o., we met aer on tAe s~ation tAe morning we were 
leaving. SAe _ad oome down to welcome a new ·G!t-sla.r~. 
Her old mate .. as gone in o~a%ge otLithgow. 01 _.ad 
.er aister Hazeltl elde.t 11~l, Xargaret witA Aer. 
SAe is aloe 11 'ibll aappy kid. wi tll fea'iures moll ·1ikfJ 
her motAer a., but definitely more gl"l~I.. 01 .ai~ ... 
18 oomng out •• ortl,. 1l!l tAe :roN.. taey kaTe recently 
bougat,& I tAinkI a!'lall hV~ Jl8.rg~et w.t.ti.leJ,dtiley are 
in N,yrl.gan Hazel!: fami11 .aT. Just been ion ubbo on 
& Vi.i t, &: 01 '11 wondering Just h~w lIaxgaret !fa going 
to return. alle may aaye her for lome tirH -until lle~ mo-
ther oan XOf1e again. Hazel 1s atationed. in Queenl!l.a.~d.~ 
80 1 it. a big trip to take. How d1d Jose get on aoou. 
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t1l'es; did"ae ilaYe !U1Y"1~ck ret? I, aope tae1r' &01- '
id&y i_n't a failure because of it. I auppoa tAat 
tAe next vi_itor home w11l be fred. All tue men are to 
leave by tAe end of January; so 1 Suppo •• tA&t,l!lfter 
he has a gOod spell at home, we may e:cpeot aill out to 
aee us. I am. very glad., you diU' t ~ome over, Dad,: 
I .ave found tJle heat pretty AIll"d. to take sinoe we 
oame baal:, &: Bill was dread1ng going to bourk. beoause 
of it •. but he'11 get used to 1 t again. . Robert 1_ a 
!lttl& ohamp sinoe •• returned. HisbehaTiour has 
oertainly.improved. & he 1s no trGuble at all.' I only 
hope he keepa 1 t up Perhaps tlle kids about &81'8 1111-
seed Iii!ll .h1le ae was .way - 1 t' a 1I.a:rd to 8a.1 - but 
there ian' t always a' figllt in the street now like the
re was before. All the k1ds aeer! to .ave 4eoJ.ared 
·peaoe ll • Rober"&; aas a speclal playmate n01J-- Ian pa
u ~ey-- he liyes along .here Oains lived. Hi. father 
took llr. 8mi tAt • plaoe in ue Bank here.' I an 18 7, &: 
I hopet1tey dOll l t quarrel, beo~t1ae' t oan trust RoOel't 
w1 U a1m •• He nearJ.yJ.1ves aere-~ arriyes before we 
haoe breakfast, I' only gOes Aom. for meals '. 
It ."eBB pretty litely that .•••• a.11 remain laere for 
the time, "being, 8.nyho.~ .. rae returnee!" man &as not 
applied. for laia Job .ao far. rae bo88 was away on bol
i days wb:i:.l.e we were 1n Eubbo,·· but tAft Inapeotor told 
Bi.1l· that lle thougll't Bill lIOuld atay aere. I ltac1 
a letter from lira. ~i tlt . to-day & all •• &id. alle was loo
king :forward to a •• in'g us on our .. ho11daya. . We Wont t 

°be pOpular .llen alae .1eal'Ils tAat ,lae ao11d&y 1.8 OTer 
&: •• t11dn 1 t call.: Her .Iathei'di ad ahollt b 1IIOI),:tlla ago 
;1 t must be all that. tille e1no •• he w:rot~ last •• 
YOUi. should .ave aeen· tlle .ail at tAe Poat office.tor 
u. to oolleot when W&' returned. Aaa. talk about fan 
.a11- t_ere was aolJlft pile. Inoluded in 1 •• number 
there .as a oard from ·Valer1e.Slle 1_q.Gt returu11l1 
to lfYngan., a boy haa, been transferred. aere ·BOW. 
Well, tAla 11i' a 10011 long lettftz" 1 t aJaejuld ~ak. up 
for ta$ , & thank. to your coodioot1ni after, lint 
we are 1n tll. ·p1nk". )I, e8.1"8 are "fer, moll 1uaprOyea. 
& I think tllia tr.atJIen~ will cure them. Oaeerio.· It'll 
abQu tIl p lit.; 80 1 t'. tille I tu:r:ned. 1n.,0\1% 10ye t() 

you all.' Florenoe. I 

I 
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Sat~ Jan.' 20, 194b.' Last Thursday I got an tnJ .ott on 
as uaufll at the h08:_p~tal. I aaTe not see~ )(1'. Evans 
of Speers point there <at the aospltal) lately.·r wonder 
what ·.as beoomeof aim. I oalled at Longworth' a house 
on the way Aome to 88. lira. Longwortll L.1'}ou.t replacing 
the bi t of metal p aok1ng 1n my tootll, but a g1rl sai-
d taat xra. Longwol'tlll .ad IOn on a 3 weeka aol1day & 
will not return until reb; 11t.: I aaTe Just f1n1s:led 
reading an Old, yelloweQ. book enti"tled "Traced & Tracktd l 

• No eutllor' 8 name 1alaaoribod, but 1t ia a ·Xerbert 
J enkins t a Book- of ?lJ7 pag.... We aaT. reo.1 T~ tlle 
following lett~. from Fred & '1al:-

'N X 193901 Pte. r ~ Oook1ng, B OoY. 2/12 rld .. Amb. 
AUBtral1a 15-1-4£>.' Dear ro~., I ililagine that yout oe 
been tlrlnking all aorta of . t&1n,I" beca.uae i 1;1. a wb
i1e linoe I wrote. No, I'm Dot on ta. boat ye~, but 
t.ere doesn't seem anon okano. of me being aere more 
t~ah anotb.er for1m1gAt: JDaybe If 11 g.t away before, 

&. if I do I tll 1fl'i 'e nIl-Ion 't.e day t.a15 I leaTs. 
A. I 1iold lOU before, .e Aaye shifted on to tae o'iae1" 
8ide of tlls1aland - tae 81". facing tae open a.a I 
mean ++ & rAy ten~ 1. Only a few fee, from alp t1de.
Tae Ollri.tmaa tide o .. e to Utllin. about; teet of ray 
bed, eo next day I pt a' Couple of alaeeta of iron &: 
buill a retaining wall -- you know I OM tidak of 
muola Dk)l'e plea8lmt tll111gS taan to w~e up 1f1 U bed 8& 
all flollti.ng out to 88&. Since OO!.linl. over .exe I'!e 
done p1'~ti08111 nothing else but 1I1e.p, 811'i&, & eat 
& drink ooooanuis. lioe 1IfO%k 1f lOU oan get 1 t, eia T 
Tha t waa up iii II ~-d.ay wben. we "e~ t d01m 'to gi. Y. a h 
hand wi th 'the packing of the la.t medioal uni t left 
hexe, so you oan see 'that when ~ tt s ~ini·~ed there' ID 
no reason why we should be left :p.e~. J.. read in 
tlls 'Table-Tops' to-nlght, & I suppo •• it .• 8 been pu))l-
18h8~ in the hQl1Ift papers, _ .. 11st of tlu5.differen'i 
p ri 01"1 ti.. wi th r eiUd to d.i .charge go ing baoJc. to N 
Guinf)a or staying iu tae &NT. I'i ILppear8-i.1.hat. altho .... 
ugh I II1ghtn' t be 1alll«ltately 6l1soharged wont t be 
aent ou~ of N. 8. W 1!01I8where around S)dney 1 ~e.s" 
whioh won't be 10Q bad because It 11 be able to get 
horae pretty eften o:n$till gi'f. me a oilWlloe to find. 
out aoaething atout ~ydneJ' at the GoTi. expense. 
ltd muon rataer go hOme & wasb .Y 1uI1'1d.. of tbe who 115 
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thing, although after a bit ot. eave I lJOulciu't"mind. 
going ba6k to the ielanda. I' know that ycu'11 be anol! "
happier if I Just waste another month or two in 
Aus.: 1t shouldn't be any longer. 
I't was lOad. to reaci that w1 ~h tile exoeptioa of Bill 
everyone 1s prettJ' riAt; &: aa soon u he gets Dack 
he'11 be 0 k again. Apparently you did.n' t Wlder-
stand my xeferenoe to the 5 bob. I never p.'&1d it: 
it oame troll. the oan"ieel1 prof! ta, I think, " Ohri fHmas 
:lever cost me a !la-Zo.~' You surely didn't think 
that I' d be wg ellough tp pay in good dough when i tl s 
t~e Govt' 8. reapcms1D11i ty to at least give 'tts som~ 
tbing worth while once ever., craoker dat - don't you? 
It seems that the fowls must have been' layinc p~ettJ' 
well, for the last month or 80 welTe had an egg for 

bl'ea."tfa.st ev~., lIOrn1ng, besides fresh Bleat &: butter 
pretty often; eo you oan see that the grub has lmproMd 
a lot, as 'all's right wi th my world", at any rate. 
YOU know it's Btrangd, bttt good feed makes a tremend
ous differenoe. I bope that it WOll' 1;. be neoessary t-o 
nail t!re neotar1nes on ths trees so that they'11 Btill 
be there when I get there, but if I miss out this timme 
I'm sure to bs 1n plenty Qf time to prune the trees 

&: make them take it next year. The papers seem to 
have been laying the sob stuff omthlol: again. App&l·en
tly they'va been trying to give the impression that 
the blekes were so glad to be hom. , tha~, for want oaf 
something better, &: being 80 glad to be sailing into 
"our harbour' again they JU8t pi tahed the1r clothes 
overboard.. 1'1ft 8o:rry to di.iUus1~n you , but Just 
pure laziness &: the lao'k of fresh wat~ to wash them 
i8 the reason. ),(08t blokes go home 111 th a surplus, at! 
olothes, &: when ,they get like the ground Just pitoh 
them into the sea.. I ha'f'e 2 extra, 10th shill:ti Strides 
, &: I' 11 be surprised if I have more than I I m supposed. 
to when I leave the boat. I don't know 1f it will 
-be worth your while to answer thiS, as I may possibly 
be gone from here before an answer gets here, but if 
you have a bit of spare time & lITi te as Boon as tnis 
arri ves I might get 1 ii; although 5 days 'home &: 5 book 
make t$l1 &: I don't thin..'i{ I' 11 be here then. ! f you 
do wri te' don't' bottler to wri te muoh -- just half a 
page saying that both you. & Dad are well will be SU-

I 
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ff1oien.t. I don't know if I told you be-fore or not, 
bu~ there's plenty of monkeys here, only "DOtl~ (! or , 
(11YYeren't sorts, but a queer th1;ng is that the ~J 
Boonge are frightened -- rerr1fied of them & run like 
mad when they see one. But our blokes have oaught a g_ 
ood few &: have them for pets, Just like if~k1 ttena the y 
are, &: s1 t on your shoulders or he8lis. I wonder what 
Dad thinks: I'll bet he still has a snout on them af
~~r that one ~ipping his finger open at the Tighe~ 
Hl.lloircus. No more room, no more news. All the best. 
Fred. 1I " . • " . 

This is from .WaJ. :.- , 
n 129 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, 22-:-;-40. D..;a;: r'olks, 

'ere I am back in tile oJ.d. lox .... i.; .i:,C,'_ ra. 8gaLti, :~Ci~:",,,,·o 
&J.".l.'1."::.::\l a. w~v.k. .Last tlunaay,b..i.+: Il .......... long Q;:;:O]',IIJ.Ile.; --til:) 

~appened. ,so haven' thUrl.'1 ec1~" w.n. '('c. 1 sp,-,u;" 8ii ,.":11<;; 
lL. EyW::...; l W;o."L, neg Dand, bu II uui<;.l ,,\U .. & ... t: ... ,)' 1 Im.l81.o .... 8.

~ t.1 gu" an ;&.nfeot1un \l!J.U~ '~e tne nail of one m,f my 
1 eft toes, whioh was very sore & somewha't l:est:.ric '\io;;'Ii 

my &Clil.v1"ty. nowever, ill is riGw pl'dC.:l.vt;tL .. ..,- ':";'00 }Jt;j.L 

\.i.enll again. 1 oQ.L.L.e ..... 01 .. AYt & yl1Y.i.J.is, & by bt.rar.1.g.:. 
coincidence Flo, Bil./~ ·,RObel''; aJ:.£:iv.ed just as I was 
thinking of leaviIlg. Was very pleased to find what 
nice kids both Doreen &: 1\)ung Judi th are. . 
poss1bly Art or Phil or both 'are'visiting you now; 
9therwise the hou~e wili be very ctuiet 'againafte:r thtt 

br1stmas ~sh. Let me k Olf how Bi 11 is when you 
next wri te--~~ I l;1opehe ·bas· oompIe'tel), reodvered by t 
th1&o 'll'he wea.the~ here haa been terrific Clurl.ng t~ue 
Last coup-!-e of ,da;ys-- \I er-y hot&: sultry -- mustbe at)
out :90 per c~nt numidity, so that our shirts Ca~ almost 
be lIrultg OUt when we go 'bome & ohauge into shorts. 
Have been pI';;:: .~;:.:' UuBi piOking up, baok work in the off
ice since returning, out ha-~·t2; bt:.v14 given i.:' neW tLJ-';l..l, 

t:.ach atx'but 45, one of t:.llem seems very promising: mi
ght even be able 'to WorK him in"tomy jub tlVonilUa.LJ..Y. 
~ suppos Joe nas gu·1.o awa.1 'on hie holidays by th~e. 

11 my efforts both here & 1n Sydney 1;0 get a 2J. l..vpe 
for 111m lfereiiu no a\iaj,~ , 6: 'ev1dernly Bill was un
succes8ful , aa he was to let me know 1f he loca~cd vne. 
l:'roDably 1;her'e'i1 be p'lenty oftyres soon anyway~ I see 
we have to get ~ per oent more juice next montn. 
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What's the latest news cfrom Fred? I must \VXi te to 
~lim to-night, &: hope my letter reaohee him 0 k. '-
Hoping you are all well as I am, Yours Wal," 

To-day our 11 ~tle Bl'eokled bantam ha~ 2 ohicks hatched 
& may ha.ve more yet.· - .. - , .. .. 

Fri. Feb.l ,194b.,Iwen t to Newoastle yesterday after P"
aying Mr. Coburn 2/- sub. for the pensioners associ at
ion., "" got an iIij aotion in my :right arm. At Tighes 
h1ll, on my return" I went to' ur. .llb~rt W11111!.l111!1' .house 
(~named PLauri!?ton" &: .,"a. paid a ol1eque for 10/- from 
the Gard1ners'Lodge • .it Newcastle I paid £, 1-4-3 to 
the Ga. Oompany. Very boot weather to-day. On the 29th 
Violet Shelaon'l5 memorial not1oe was pub11i1hed in the 

~:~ a:!:. Herfci!ta~ ~ 1lt~a:~:! i:aJf3g Rfffh cr~:r of 
Admiral of the Oo~an sea", a ~ok of' 336 page. by 
Oharl •• Paul Jlaek1e,,,h1eh ~ •. OlfIleei ~y deal: old 
bruther Bob. he haa oreasod .~~other dar~oo~an,& I 
bope he haa alao found a pleasant 1.land on the other 
s1de r To-day we reeei ved.thi:~. letter from' Flerenoe:-

:INyngan 30-1-'46 •.. ~a:r Folks, Thailka for aendltmg the 
toys over, &: I dont -; thinti t likely that I _111 go to 
the trouble of pack1ng tbem up & 'sending them' back 
again, )lother, ):ll1t 'I wi11 •• nd eyer the oeat of.en
ding them here. Roberl was ~Ter1 pleased aboutthe1:r 
coming, &: i1.hed thea out of it the bag J:u.ta• if 1 t ... 
santa's T1.1 tall eTer again; If I don'.t aend the 
po.1;,a1 note .th1atll1e I will .. nd :1 tnext. I may go 
dOG to poat this to-night. I t.' a ao be t during the 
day now that I go out .a aeldcm u pO II at ble: You did 
not tell Eill drflnitely about the aheet., but 1111 
s end a oatalogue over, &: you can lIend the number._& 
"hat you want oyer.· I. hOpe }'Ol1 are not1n a gre~t 

.. burry. DXJ%WII 'I· meant to ment10n about them laat 
letter.~ Do you .Ull want 'ille tea-to_~111ng' . 
The one we ID gOt Wfi,$ E 0 It I on page 16. It- • 
pretty good. I forget bow mu~~ you wanted, but,let 
u. know when you write. I hOpe you have had a good 
rest ainoe all your v1.1 tOr. have left. The teapher 
wbo' was coming to stay here while ~re. Young·i. aw-

, ' 1 I had a 1e tt er en 11 ay 11111 not be oolling after. &l. .• 

I 

I 
I 
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Konday . to .&y that .he hal been transferred to Finley 
lir.' . young oame up &: had dinner with U8 on sunda,i &: 
.tayed DlOetof the day. He ie finding it pretty quiet 
at home. I~e went to aee Kre. McFarlane ie~te:.r4aj' who 
live. along thia Itreet J & I promised to aupply her 
null tank-.ali~ Uilitdll we get rain. vve !laO. aOBl~ good 
Z ain laat week, & • dead frog wu found lon tile1;c tauk. 
! t apoiled &11 their watex, &: &0 ",hey were using l;be 
river water. It'."not Tery gQod for drinkini & isn t t 
.a!e for children; .0 I hope that we 80kn get more r
ain to fill 'Ulci:.r _ank, as .Dey emptied it. 
Everything looka 'yery dry out here, butth1. &: next 
month i. the 1It)ret ",ille. learly every teachel' at 
t.he 800001 here has a move, ~"f;j~ lii.le he·ai taa.Tiel'. 
uri 1fi the.ri~e .~~med teJ "think that .Ax. would geli ill 
move teo: It weuld be bad. luok if he did Just u h.e 
haa his own place at last.: 
what 1& Daphne going to do? I. ahe atill going into 
the Teacher,' Oollege., riow did tilt! p.aO't;(;1i tUIn vu." 
Dai 't lIid ;you let any deoen1; print.? Bill 1nqU1recl 
about the oar he wa. inter •• ted in OU~ hero, IJu. t .EU", 

o'mer docs1l.- t. Waul; 'io .ell yelt. l~'. oad luck .. bOut 
JOlie'. car .. · Blll laid that a few 4,,1'& before he went 
to Bourke lut tille 4 tJ%'es were ao1d there - just 
the ddnd Jo.e baa been wanting for '0 ~ong. Did they 
get away for their hollday., at all? J:1ope that you 
are looking after your,elf thie hot weather, Jl1n, & 11 
that Dad 1. 0 k , &. that hie teeth haven't geen giving 
nim any IIIOre trouble. How 1e Daphne nol'? Iou say 
ahe 1. on the mend: I hope ahe 1. qui. te well again: 
I t won't be long now befort': rl'ed. 18 heme again ,Judgfng 
by 1.11 the boat. that are be~ng aeJlt to bring the men 
horne. I auppe8e be i, weU on the way now if he left 
on the IDth.. liU' put the ne •• on to-night " aee 
lf any boat .b..a landed. to-day or il due to land. You 
.Could be 1II11ing now, )lin, it 1fQn'"'\i De long. Dl.o" 
ifal get a flK)VO yet ? The train •. go back: to their ocld 
routine to-morrow, which means that I pall haTe every 
&800nd week-.end alone. Bill i. in Bourke th1& week. 
I lIay alone, but 1 tt. no:t qui te tha,t, because BDbel't 
i8 a great mate nhen he 1. in the ~ou.e, but ever since 
Vie oal1.enolle he apenda most of las ciay in. 8vl1le Vll{';. 

cl.e'll yard. vl: £J.&S Mt;VeJ.'al of hi. "toughs' here, but 
moatly I only aee bim at meal titles: & at night.-
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Hi II holiday did him a lot of g{JoQ. 8£ he looks the pioture 
of heal.,tb, He lay., h,e 11lt8$ lfyng&n beat because 1 t "-
make. Daddy better. Cheel'iO. HQpe I haven.t forgotten 
to mention anyth1n~ 1mport~t_ Floreno~ •• 

Tues. l"eb.~ 5 1946. I ha.ve posted the' -,ide Wo:rld I 

inagaa1ne to Bill puzdy-- the lovemb'er 1ssu'.. I &II rea-
doing'" 'The Ll fe Of DaTid Lt V111SBtonlJ~;' Thi II morning 
we reoeived this l.tte~ fl'tJlili frad:- . 

II If I 193961 , r .;Qooklng, 2/1 0 0 0 S • .4uBt1'a;t1a.;Sun~; 
.r an 27 1'46. Deal' 'olks, I n~ver real1sed, t!ll I 
Just asked a blGke QP1lO8i te, that 1 t 18 Wall a birthda.y. 
I hav~m' t' had a letter fl"Glll hire sino. w.ll betore '111_ 
ristmas, but 1f I'd realiaed that it wa.shta birthday 
I 1'A)uld hav. wr1. tten Jus" the .alle~~ I I Ye _een ohanging 
my address sO:to:tten lately that even 1 f he has answered 
my last 1 tl • qui t8 understandable my mot ,getting 1t: 
I fully eXpeotecl to be aboa:rd. ehip befere illi.8,'bu.'t lOU 
know bow 1 t 18; they'r8 a1waY8 givil1g ~ye.aab & orook, 
informatia.n out, .qntil nGt I ,be11eve1 ~ ",11~ I see 1 t.' 
As you see, I've been taken 1nto the O.'O.'S.but ~as 
only there a few days when 1 t olesed .down, it- although 
1 t is now my address, 111 real1 t1 1'm 1n the ~tagiJl' 
OI1'~p from whtl' , lhe next move 18 to the boat. frank 
Fo:rde, the ¥:1t.;R:--not latty -- was up here the othe~ 
day, &- a1. though I tbink. 80 little of him that I 1JOuldn' t 
go to bear him, I understand t11at he said. that there 
were only 2 m01"e boats ~.IO frQfI 'h~%'.: .one Oll :reo.' 2nd, 
& the other ell reo. lOth. I'll be 'a b1t Ol'ekkflli on 
1 t 1f It III not on tho first, , but wh10hever I gO en 
1'11 endeaV0Ul' to seDd JOua DOtO w~eI! I' It 8Ul"e I'. 
leaving; I,t •• l1. tins this frm a y.II~'.O.·J.: -hut 1n ·tho 
t01t'Zl. about 1 IIlt1e away from eur oamp & tbe fello" I 
oame her~ wi ~ 18 ya:1 tl~ to 10 back, 80 I WOll'twr1to 
any more. . I only wrote .. 111. 80 '7')1J.1 l1 know I'. atl1l 
.at tlug &. so that you won' t . expeot me home UU:!I lDUoh 
bef~re the end of february_ per1lously 01088 ~ the 
oold weather. eh t Look after yourself.-· 7red. 

p. S. I don' t expeo you 19 a answer thi 8 as I' 8houl do 
easily be aboard befo~e, I· could let an answe%'. 
After my next letter to fOu s'bou1' come a telepam a 



Thi. 1IlO:rn1ng Joee ,Ivy, Daphn$, Kei'th t· Noel started by
oar for 'a for~n1gb.tt 8 _114&1 at Xa1oomba. Th1s 1s 
wr1 tten lntype-ink 'that I made. et vaseline &: lampblack 
& a 11ttle turps •• 

Mon. reb. 11, 1946~" We have. received this lett$r 
froQl Wa1 t:- . ' . 
" 1;9 Gr8p:r, ferraoe'Brisbane, 5-2-46.' Dear Folks, 
I was glad. to get your le~te:r ,& grateful t6 yo~, .WI, 
·for your. blrthday.preaeat. I thouih~,- that at last you 
had. fo-rgott.en 011e. I will buy SOlleth1ng for my.elf 

whell Ieee eomethini that fille th"D1l1~ You mant-
i n Art' e mew bOlle -- I know noth11lg of 1 t - 80 bow 
about SOli. detaile plea •• f I suppoa. Joe &: Ivy 
have got a ... y by t~., &11111 'b~ 1mter •• te~ ~ learn 

.her. they ha .... gone (to) &: l'f even~ual.ly he 
waa a'ble to ge.t ,a tyr.. 1'811 fu.a to 1.t .. know 1f 
he need. ratlIDn tloke~., ae I a&7 bea~l. to help 
him. I wro te, to rred en the' 22nd Jan; , but haT e 
hea::rdnothlD.1 froll,:.'bla SiDO., eo a •• ~e .'iatll •• ay be 
on hie way ,although Ie". tha' a lot of' ohap. frOID 
Labuan : haTe ~bfr.n put ashore .t 'llabaul. I .. al p1e-
a • .,e to hear .f. Bill. belag richt again -'- ~e oe::rtain11 
had a lI1aerao1e tiile 1~.'1rOa.tl •• whiDa .eul' .tller ... 
le. hay. beeDyer, -3.ra~1.. I auppo,e k tboJ, hays 
•• ttlel·40n agaia. at I 1I1U Do. lnter.et"- to bear 
.'ant'JiG •• "7 th_ to. Dula'bo, 0,011&%, oto.. B:r1.b&n. 
ha,. been' tur1'l1nC, Gn .• 80IIe hot~~".tber agatn ~a:tel." 
althol1lh te .... 4&1. has. ,"em qooler;' • w. eo14011 ha.,.: &ay 
41fflOl1lty:<'lD 1.'~.lapo4 .1~.p"':at .1g11t. '\' , 
Ie Jl)aplule • k agaln f I thoqllt ahe l d. ",.,er·,et .1ok. I'. SG1'r1 in .... iug 1011p164ecl abel1t. the .ap,. Dad, but 
I til •• ncl1ag oao ~. under aeparate oGyor, • .moll I 
think wl11 'be aa'18f&oto17;la f., 1 t 1. t~ •• ame 
k1nd. ofllap I 11..... hUCing on n. off1.0, .&11 •. 
I. 11111 .urel, be .1De~~e:r . thall' 'anyt.hiac FIll ,have at 
llama at " the lIoment, 'Out do. anI: t liidlcate the Barr
tel' Reet ia~U4a 1&' -t'tt&il.!lii •• aa tll •• nly 
<l)ne .. I o auld get, 'bo •• .,el'., . eI ~ ,intending to go to 
RookllaIlptoa on Kon.d.,. .to .yaluate· gas englne eft 
produ~e;-plU.' . fo~ ... rgency »O.~f. "JU~P.17 to·- the 

100al .ooWlo11. &: . eXpec~ to. 'be "baCk' ~D. Bl'i .bane af
ter a few daY8.· Otllen1 •• nothing of importanoe 
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We &lao rece1Yed a 1.tte1"-oar4 treIJJJJ'Qae,-, . ..... ~. .. -" "' . 

\. ..... ~. ~ ~\ L: J: ~ _ ::\. ~ . . ~. .;;;. '....: ~'. --. -: .' ::- ilt· 

'-Ka'iooIJlDa, . 7..;.~4i1t' Dear' •• ' .•• h ,,~. Y.a~:.e. '.91i~b1. 
". !laTe at~la.~~ar.z.1Y_-h~ •• !f •• ~~a·l.iJ:.f-:tfOl1bl. 
with the, ))a1!~1l.4-.p iJ'.l'~iT:"h1.j"\1.YYi·l.'fI~!:'11 ••• 
llew a:p_Ol-1,-... ~,·~c,;;:e~m . ~,"'.~l~t'.Jq~'M.'fille 
old. elle • l'tu.·~".d ~u.J.~.'J'.'.' . ' ",,~:t .•.... :q;n.·,,;:,;!.~~r~'~3:t{.,I .• ' ... ' 
the'le .. -of .u~f~;tl_v . ' t~("! .. ~:,.r~~.tt'<.'tj:rl •• ~'._-
ye a.,you:r, le~-':' ;;r ", •• y.% .Id:~~i':}."r., •• '¥:'":·to" 
'get' hel".; If' 1 't~, jj8l' .~'~~~ti,too.ir~ dias til',; 4a'i;: _ tL.:: 
0001 at ll~gll •• ' . It.,. •• ut,:,,,,~'g.s 'lD~U:UOA:~',vMU.'8 
l~tter. to p~". Ja'eo •• ;I;.,.,weJa4.eti"g"""ze4f.o. 
OQ!le, )taok 01ll· 'the .. \)O~~ .• a"~~"')""J.: .. kt4:~:.~Ja.l" ....... 
(;, ex-h..,.t IT.7.'. I'.! ..• ;~ .• 1"'.~1. 1Ul\4.~,q.:,~:~.'';:l,*f.i'Y''.~'''. 
~l •• J " .• ,a.~~~.';;,.. ~'~;_.'~!ki( .·.··l'1~ .. :LJQf&L_ ... ~ii~.l 
.1 write t~.~ 'OJ ~~t':~~.,!, :;,.~~.~.~ a~. ~;:.ll~j& 
.01'11)1)1. 1 t ,_. ' " v. c., 'J ' , _, '" ". " d,. ,;:~ •..... 

,. " ." l ••• ·'.' ,'0: ,.. :', .' " '. , .' ~": C ,. f 

Wed.' r .b,~:. ~',! I i,4~::.:, t.~'1i'~~1= .~~l*~ ~i Y~d;' t~ .~:. ~.~:' red:-' 

IJ X i9396~I.Pt.:·";,~~~o~t~II~:G •• ;b~:;'.L~1Il11~ :~,)~~'th~ 
pear Folk •• , TIil~:~:bQ.' J.~.",cl c;J.t.,. •• led,.-~o 1le?-l"",,;t~t 
.e Ie :a'boUd. ~~IIQ!~ •. aJ;S!l'.!)~,;~'~~7J·,f1!~1 ~~~i)l',! 
T~. Q1.' .... '.l' ... e,~~ be la;Br~.~ •. ;~,.&~~~-~ i 
atter. th1. ,e~ .• OG"~Il\~'eh. •. ~ .• ~;" ,~; ... ~,.." ,"%p t~.,\~ 
::-~'i::~i~ ~:;~~!;~~~:~;I:t:;~~lftjr :;f ;i;r~~ I 
woula' ta1a.cl. cI..,.;o~,-2:'''''~71~1~b-.I'· .,,:t~ •• -p~ ,.~-
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1'4'~· '" .' " 
Doberti &' the, baby Jusji~.·4·'~nth •• ,.,: ,T);le', old ~rnan,' "a-t:fthe','ba-
ok -- fJl (·Jer. S1~n') "o'~:~.v.rc::tQ~y.:&·.asked.,'~)'ani";d.o 
my messages' for m'e. a'e. bas Bt,uced"lBe'bef'ore, but :f' hate' to 
1mpose Qn hill;., he al~Yl1lo.ok~, so. 111, but heipes doWn" 
anyhow, 80I let hlmget- my meat;· He' was ,away' for hours 
& we 11$cl. t1n1.}led94Dlltt.r when he~ %e~_rned.. I thought he· 
must have had·a weak turn' & fallen off h1shorse.·c He ls'66 
&looks.bout t .. t.y'year801de1" than th.,t. 'DOn't, lIO'1"'f:' 
abou;t Fred, KOihe1,;-:'be 1dll':~ve:'to:'t8ke~ h1.turD I 'SUPp-
ose. I heard. ov.er· the a1rthat aboat·~h_ &r,rlved 1n·: 
Brisbane ' at 5 p. ~1 •• t.rd.a1' "~'& ,I' WOnQered-lf~ he .. was on 
that. Anyhow, 1 t ~ould be that hi. boat· wl11 ern V'e,1n 
the llext te.:, •• ek: ••. or prhap he ~1be ho~e" wh;en"you g
et thls •. ~ybo".·wol'Jrr1ns ~on·t t ~1:ng.h1ID. ,an·y aQoner, &' w-
111 on1,y up,ilet yOu. ~~e' JO~ stll1 '~1,ngY'WJ)~r toD.l~ .. T 

. You & :1,_ o.an oo_~ Qut&Il;Y <1il.~· .• tterth~.", tIOn:th fo~ a 
holldaY,'bl?-tlt's,tofi l:I.Oty.:t~'. --Mr. Bran~;.a1cihe mayo,e. 
able to get a· .cllQol,mlJ"l.,of 14tQ ,t&y herewfth' me_e Her 
bOale. 1. 1n thil ooun try, .& ll~1' pareD!.t'.0l:lld l1ke her to do 
anC)lhe.r rear at aohool ~er.': 'c: H.:1I1eJ!1tiOi1e~~.t·la.t week, 
bU.i,~ h.ven~ t .een h~m ,a1noo.1 w1l1}tn •• definitely-thl: • 
• ,eek. g;erh~ .. " . 1.J.l,:,n.:~ ·Jlot~J~.;nd apYllOll4tv for theio
wellIng: . if' 'jou'-aiil)~-t-Jiir~Q~--'~·-:-;-.t~r':'t'ill- fl'~~~. &iaIOuut " 
you.ant. B1~1 O.au,'·4~ .~. r •• P1','.JUlft bad .. w.lo(). 'ln
:ter fUp:t,10n:-&. ·8~,.et :~-:-:lt; ~d~'t;':la.t::~obS,btlt, enouih 
to 0001 the air for ,a .-bile. & to cause a t.mporar1,b1ack~ 
out.'l.he blapkoull'd,1cbl't aiatt'el; ·:~olf"·t '1 t'j~h~ll da~k 1et, 
but of OQur ee l' oouldn I 11 wr1 ....for • while. ' Kor ariane. 
will ,be 801'r7 'wheIit~e.:r&1n,:8to·PR~'80·" .-gam. 'Th'ey oan oal,. 
get a alight drt b'ble' from th.~:r ,"~kf.~ •• at~r 1. just up 
to the level of the 'tap':.: T)ier~~'~,I.·,-.;got WOn't make any 
clifterenoe, ,but'1t l ,s po.aiole :~e.~1l1p.t ,more during the 
night. It. time to k~oo1C off : now & get Robert 1nfor, b 
hia bath. ,He s&y' •. ,Tel~(}:r.~"J· em .good .• &, she w1ll. 
say I ,am 11 ll1;tle-tr,emp!. ':I:~~liu"1,'~~ber~·you._otAled ,hiDl, 
a 0haR;&p:, ~t .be.-ia,el1gbt).r. --.1~'e4.M1J~~W ll. ,think. 1 t' • 
a great Qompll.ont ,to be, .. ~".,Oh.~'x:1o" Loveio all. 
rlerenoe.- ", .-.- .. ,. '.' ',~ , 

~111y' Bod~h~m ~.a, k1lled.,bY: a tra1n~; &·wa."bur1~d . a'. " 
Sandgate .ye·.te-rday~, .SlllY was ~·p-rorrll,nen'ti:Soc1<a11.t·& " 
LabQur1te :~.tWa;118end. mor'e than 20 years apt & was ,:,lat-
ely a Co_iiat'. " ,. - " . 

I 
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«i., Feb. 20. 1946. OUr f1!''ed1l%TtV8Ct' home ~a8t Jlonday ~ 

'from L&buan, wt't'h"hia, bag}'&, .. b-agga~,""'.bo\l:t"a blind, red ,weight. 
l1ehaA,ludedatBr:1.abu.,& --c~e'to ,GG'sfo1'd bY,tra1n., When 
be got the%e be w&8'1nfo-rmedthat heo01l1d,go"bof4e 1f he 
wlah«1 to; so, he came ,atr1afght ,'baok by train to W&rata h 

, .. & walked. home from there. He i.8~' very brown abo!e his 
wa1.~, wt 18 quite ~ell. Las,t night he.returned'by tr. 
in to S,y4ney to" seethe, m11~ tary off1cer. He went out to 
Karr~ctv1lle &,8aw Phyll18,Doree~. & Judi tb, but did not 
'see ~tbur. fred returned. thi •. afternoon., Mum has ... hed. 
'h1s _lothea!:!ipothtr th1ng8~ To-day we receiv_~18 le,; 
terf'rolli Art &:,' phyl11 e:l , 

"196 I llaw..rn Itlad, Jlur1okvl11o, ls.:a-. 46.' 
Ji)ear, MUIIl, &: Dati,lIany' thanks fer the .. negat1ve8, whioh arr
ived aome t1me ago. ' You, JlUst forgive:ua for not repl~ 
iag before ihia, but, no C\oubt you r.&11.a. the work lnvolved. 
in moving house •• ' &:' know 'Ulat we have,: been very buay ieoi-
ple.' ,We have been, up ,uri.t11 12 ,nearly everr:n1ght for 
tbe 1 .. 1; , •• ek,or _. " every m,orn1ng haa .een ua hard at 
work before 7., ,W."ye kal.Oll1ned pretty w.ll every. rooll 
in the houae,'8o ,that the Jo1nt i. nearly f1 t for human 
batt1 ta~~~n _De.,.. . . ,I've· b~n ,DuliJ!';'>too., tu,tortng 117 ,'.m 
pU)l11 .. ' ,ye •• ~I·v. &',:papq,:p1i1p11110W- 10/- per week 
A twelve,. yean. ~ld ~y coae.'e. n1ght., a week forcoaobi-
ing' in Ing11sb & Mathe. If I oan 40 .. - .1 'II, going' to 
talce onenough,;oQaohing ~hl. 1ear, io p&y for .Y Unl. 
wOl'k next yea1".lt mipt be a goGCl idea'1f' I put out 
a br_ plate aome1h1ng 11k. . --.. ---.. --.......... --.~~ ... ~ '~ ~ . . 

J.r,'J; 0901:1ng B.Eo.-
00 ach1ng 1n .' , 
SUa1n ... "SOleat1 fio 

. & GeneralSUbJttet .. 
n,beLa..:, ~eo~»!.t&. ' 
~--~~-~~~~~~.~~~-~-~~ 

Ie ve been tranaferred tQ Bank.toWll,whore ,I teach lat, 
2nd,.& Jrdyear singing. . ,2nd year ,book~keep1ng. waln ••• 
~iQ.o~pl~ul, & 2nd year Engl1ah. IIr. rrew.,t •• boss, 1 .. a 
very olever* od fox, but .. he·" qu1te a~al.Yeidr1Ter. the 
go~dold d.y f ease are oyer l' " , 
Doreen w •• a •. 1 for a fortni.ght Wi tb her pandpal'ent..She 
oame baok browned,. heal_thy 8c bon.er.' . TheJ • .i.,ttlenlp . ~ 
1. atill the pioture of oontentment. phy'll 1 •• in the pink.: 
When 1. fred gettlng out .f Tell h111L-to ,~OIB. up ~tOGur 
place when be arr1 ve. in Karr~ckv111 e. I I 11 pro babl,. be 
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going to llewoaatl·.a.lon-e'tbl,:uj. fl"i·day •. aee you then,., 
J.rt-hur. II 

This morning I went to lewa:astle& got CL'lnJec·toin, but 
it be1ng a pub11c holiday onacoount of the Newcaatle show 
very few patienta were at the out-pat1ent8' t a .dep&r"tment. 
I . bought 2 Iba. ot dried frui t at the Bargain aroade. 
To-day •• reoeived. thefol1onng lettwr from Wal:-

u 159 Gl"egory Toe.- 19-2--46.-. I waavery pl.aaed to hear 

• I 

from Fred om sunday morning laat, but disappointed in n.ot be1n 
able to aee him-- partly beoause he w8sgo1ng again 'the same . 
£lay. &: partly beo~8e my car waa in dook having the rad-
iator. rep:a1red. Anyhow, he 11 probably home br no",& he 
assured me he was feeling quite well ~hough he waa not 
a·.·le to get his disoharge immred1ately.. Thanks for ke-
eping me so well poated 11'1 th the news, Jtum, but I was 
aurpriaed to h,eax that be didn' t get the. letter I.wrote 
on 22nd Jan. It mayoatoh.u}JJ w1 th h1m eventually. . 
II Steady" d.idn't exaot1 y '..6!.!! Joe the tyre at 8 quid. but 
at least.he was able to get .• way fora br.~. & the mountains 
are as good as anywhere for. a ohange. I have. -.:>me p.:rospeota 
of getting. him" ,l.r. 2 .~yre., at. the right price; .sow1.11 ~J 
keep on trying. Sinoe, my laat letter I ha.ve. been 1ntormed. of 
my promotion to grade 3 Eng1neex, to be ~.trospeo.ti.,e t<> . 
lat Deo. 1945.· The r1.e 1. only. I. 36 a year, but I'm 
more ,interested 1n.the Upgrad1nS, wh1.oh .w111 o~r1 fu:rther 
annual l~or.mnnta& put me 1n 'llne for any.Jobs whioh may 
be going. I went to )lookhampton on..lollday of laat week 
& returnei on Thursday. . It'aa .. townof 30.000 odd pop
ulat1on, but not par tioularl y .1nter •• tlng.,perpap. beoauae 
I .truok 1 t during suoh Yery hot .eather. I waa up there 
on the valuation of gal engine ."IIW auxiliary power ': " 
plant at Yaamba for the BoOk ... hllDtp .. to.· .. n. "'. ater . au .. pplY. I al.o took' 
a morn1ng off to gC;) Up to. )(oun:t.,<t}'gan&: lOOk "Tor the, 
gold & oOpper mine.. Tbia.aa· qu1t.·1nter ... t1ng.but. thfjre 
was no epportunityto p1nch anusget of ~ld. aathere1, . 
only I t oz •• -of:g(J)ld, 1n' each 2, owt ... ~tof oc>pper,& 
the fln~l refin1ng lJll'Ooeaa, 18_ done at po~t Iembl .. 
I came.away witbo~t any delir. to, work tber~, aa mining 
operations ~1t'aYI.eem a dfudg1ng Operation 1n dirty' 
aurroundlngs. Tbeweather here haa; been Tery hot &: 
huaid .sinoemy re:;urn~ . 80.t)1at, I ,can; h_a~dlY hold that 
againat Rcokhampton.. ., Onreturn1:ng home each·', night I 
change 1n~ jU8~ apai'r c~f-'sherta,& .gellera1~yh .... e • 
cold ahowel:.otherwt8e theeTenlngs at home would not be 
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very p 1 eaaan t. Am 'v ery wel10th e:r1riae &:thinga 
fine. heer10. Wal. I . . 'e ._ 

are d.oing 

lIe~~~ Feb~25t .194(. Last.Frlday. ~Glght. ~1;hur.arr1Vedi.hOlle 
from ¥arriokTille. He weI)t to the We.oa.tla ahoy an Sa~. &: 
left' here .1a~~f.ter~OGn .. for . ~jdneI~ wi th • lot ef hi ~ old~ 
achool 'booka. .. , 
Following. ia a li~.t of OGrreot 81zea . for Wh1. tworthabo~t. 
threads:- . . 
To.t~.for'a bolt 1/45/16 31'8 7J16~ 172 9/16 5/8: 
Drill • he 1. . )/16 1/ 4. ,19/ 64 .11/32 13/32: 15132. 33/64 

. , 

To tap f0r a bo.1t 11/16 3/4 
~r11l·. hola . 37/64' ,/8'· 

7/8 ·'1 1-1/8 
11/1& 1")/16 15/16' 

; 

1'0 tap for a bolt 1-318 ·1~112 i 1~5/8' 1-3/4 
Drill a bola 1-1[8 1-1/4 . 1-5116 1-1/ 2 

- - ", ~ . - , . 

'To tap for a bolt 1~7/8 2. inoh' diUleter. .' 
~fi11 a hoI •. ' .. ,1-9/16. . 1~5/S,~~1~oh .dl·ameter.· 

1-1/4 
1-1/32 

'Sun )(ar. ' 3. 1,946'·' :La8~ Thursday. I . patd, Il1"s.: Wat ts 2/- for 
the PenSio.ners' tS.~OOia~ion .& ..• ~nt~ !e .. oastle for my 
llsua1 inJ~t1oI)..·!':.I paid'7/6 fqr a bottle of rea V1ta -
an extract .of ll't~ra1leieQ ·to J) •. a.~l,l,refor~Jl'8m!01ou8 
anemia. at a ohemist' 8 shop 'in ~e1fCastle. . - Yesterday 
ur. Williams.,brougbt,.a oheque. f€# 10/- from the Gard~er8\ 
Lodge for me. Some time age· Jlutlf reoelved the fo1lo .. ing 
letter from her old friend Yrs •. Eliia Morl"1 s:-

• 140 filllam ~~eet, :EaJ'lwood~.F.0. 16, '1946. Dear Mary. 
'fou !111 wonde;r what. b~.boo.om.,>9f me;, but. I .did ,not oOllle baCk 
fro~ Ev:a' 8 place ti.ll afte%qhri.tma8. I h~ a very nice 
time up there; I know such a_lot of people. LQt of the 
real old. folk are stlll there, put I am very luoky to get 
about nth the gMilees·' ,& it's pod I· oan travel. I 
lake Up a lot of room ,a8 I .. still have ~he oallper ()n. my leg. 

t keeps _ abou t the same, &: ~ 'suppose I· am lUOky I can get 
~bGut. I am baokdown wit~.J(agg1e, &~.8tJl sorry to tell y_ 
ou she 1s' not well at all. She bas not been the best . 
for awh1l e no.... I do hope she will soon be .we11.1 t· 8 
very nice at her plaiJe ; everythingi. so nice & green & 
olean. Eva would like to get downtoUve:' she. DI1ght in t
ime. Her 2 girl~ are growing now; the eldest will be 11 
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in July, &: a blggirl.'rhe_9th'er girl 1a61n"t,g..t 
so they are ooming' on. IsupPo8erl:orenee"'s,bo'y.ls 6 
now : they soon gr9W·UP. . Ho .. -1 s r-red? Did:che get home 
yet? He was at: t.he· landIng . of'sal1kp2lJran •. I think by 
your letters. 'Barry 'was'at'the 'landing'~ Jo1nedthe '00-
otl:gtation foroes &.: left ~dl'at~1.n· the 15th' forJ apan, 
we do wish him good lUQk-; for we arelong1ng to aee him. 
You will a180 long to see your boy, & beet ot luck to him! 
Ha:t'ry 1s Just 11ke Haggiet s own son. She was 3 when ;he was 
born. It w1l1 be 4 years on the 19th Qf Feb. sinoe Ern's 
boy waski11ed at Darwin. The Japs:made no mi stake .. & "b.
ato oruel lot. they h~ve been •• Our BleIl did go through 80-

.me paIn by them. I t w1~1 be nioe to bave, 'the boys homo ag-
ain. What a terr1ble t~1ng tb.1s shorta of foed i.We. 
hope for good seaeons, & that 18 what wll1 help. Ever'ythi ng 
has been hard, dZy •• ~n, no men ~ work' thct land; 80 
_11' "as agat at us,;' oo.:t we mus~ ~sk God to help US &,oe 
w11l. I do hO}!5e you & all. 1n your oareare real w.ll. I 
think about you a lot, & wonder 1f .r~ Cocklng got all 
right. What a atrike 1 t .as among the ,port tembla men , 
& then thfJ miners : everyone was uQaet. Letu.s hope they 
will go on' all ,right no ..... ' Dorrie was uIf> in L1 thgow to 
see her mo tber •. , She is .• ell •. Her • r· 1.· 10 years old now. 
Timesli})'S past~ Hoy are f!-l of . your gjoand-ohildren ? 

How ma~y have you now 111 well I bope.· So now, 
good lll-Ok to youl'& fond,love from your 'old pal E. 
Korrie. I Mlloat~thout, Fa. \I . 

We have reoeived the following letler f;OlB. ,rlor~nce:

INyngan 25-2~46.' near Fons, . ,The last, l'etter contiined 
,he best news that we heve ha4..for some time ...... tllat Fred 
.. as at home. Ia hebaok from IJd,ner yet T & does he int
end oo!Jl1Jg out her. '1 ,:H, 8814Jl!, :on.ec;>f h~ .. " letters last · 
year tbat if he diu,t t.ete'_ua overtllere be ,1fQuld come-out 
here~. I hOpe " at ,tl11 );)0148, ,pod, ~l tllougl)." lDay need 
a good. l~)ng &p,e . at ho~e, tl~8t.. Ye., KGtheX', ~we were 

th1nk1j).g tha. you wer" sick. We,.~.re, go~I1S to ring 
1 aat 1r14ay night, bu.t "JOur lett,~ arrived 1n the afterno
on &. a,-ved. usthe trouble~ Not that __ w~milld ringin$l"JU , 
but· you 'say 1 tt. suoh a tl'ouble to hear us; ·80 we only ri
ng .. hen I get a b1 t l'Orrled as ~G bow thlngs are. We had 
the evening out at the pioture$ ;nstea4:, & It~8 the best 
10ture,1 have: eeen,a1nu 1reO&mClt h_ere. TOUlfOuldenJof~" l.n YGJl:self : if 1t9omea ovtU:there ,~ll ~bould aee 1 t. 
Xing 80WO" ieth8'name of 1t.· NO, Ilother-, we didn,t t 
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have any g~apestbi. "ar , or tf" th'ere were any they' had 
all :gGne Den we retu~edf'rcrirour holiday,,' Fr«i C'ame 1n 
lucky after_all to be in. tt~~:'f.Q:r~tll'.f~t, ... &e8p.eoially 
fortbat eteak &: eggsthathe'wantld 'sCL_ muoh., I don't 
think thdre .1s much ch~noe Ifth'fJ80bo.ol-g1r'l..-~co.ming to b
oard here now, so manyyeeka have. pas.ed" Mr. Brand w
ent· to Sydney for amo.ntb .~tQ _Ithl~ t~~!tJlrrange!Dent mu
sthaa fallentbrough. . Anybo", it doeen't matter muoh _ be-
cau.e I am not 110' lOJ;lely, •. I_~s~ ___ :to_'b.e .• _&. knonng. )4rs. 
MoFarlane-in thi. street bas helped a~ good' deal.. Robert 
ge~s on p:retty well With th. klddle. Jlext door when they 
are at ~ZI., but the g1rl bas Just .tarted. achool, & the 
lX>y( abou.t lbbert' 8 age) 1. more at hl, .. grandma' 8 place 
a Qouple.~of ,miles. out of tOWIl, than he 1. at ho~e. 
Rq;be;J,"t spends halt. tbe."dit.ymoatl.y .atJ!Qf.arlane' • plaYing ; 
wttb Sabin or .be here; Bill. went to :eourke on Saturday. 
I don' teee any· elgn of th~t o~ n~"hat .he ln tended to 
come & btlng you over ln at laster. He haa hl. eye on one, 
but the ownerwOJ?·t 8ell. ~. I.~b.1,~~1hattrlp will. be off. 
Anyh&w, when O~ lf you' do 1ntend to oomeout here again 
did you know that 8leeper_ •. _~te. b_qk .on. the: tZ'a1ns again ., 
If J08e & ·Ivy want to send ~hn. oyer fo:t a ohange after 
tbeing 81ok; we WOUld be' glad~' haveber~ & would try to 
arrange for her to oome over wi th IIOmeone; but I suppDse 
1 t· 8 pi:etty imposs1ble for.,her to oO.me , r1ght outheze 
until she 18 a bit older. Ie ~.h'e golng to go back to 80-
bo.ol, 1 or 18 ehe w&1 ting to, get .a Job' Robert atarted 
SWlc1ay acMol on; Su-ndar & thought lt was pre'tty geod.' He 
thinks It' e J)Tetty good ~o be Grandma' a ohamp, &8&Y8 " 
Don't tell her, I am 'naugh ty 8Ometimee, wll1 you?'. 
~ut I th1nk you would ea81~y und.erstand· as. he says he 
'cah' be good all the tlme.;'tt . .' 

It· e good to know that. everyone .OYeZ' there i 8 keep-
ing well. Bl11 .sen t for th'e towelling,& .i t Should be 
here brtbeend of the .aek •. 'Weptthe ~aterialfor Walt.B 
abi·rt. weeka ago Put Mrs. power haSll't been too well again 
lately. eo .Blll. haen't worried,heJ' ,about th& aewing; . but 
we . Will try. to get them over 80m.··· .1me Wi thin the next 
few days. Tell 1'81 they won'i 'take long to mate once &he i 

starts Ol}: th~m. I hope he "'enot w8.Ilt1ng them especially.' 
, eUDlner ~ll. ;be '_alt:noat gonebyth,e ,time they reach him. 

Well, I hav~ 3 more lett$re to wr1te,80 I'll say oheer10. 
Lo~e from Florence & ,Robert. ; ..' 

? S. BlI1w&sJilelise,d, to ;reoe1·ve a· letter fr"omh18 '.later 
n England the other day: 
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Sun. Oont1nued. I have reoe1v,e<l th18 "from Jlrs Weostel':-

=15, Green f1 e1d Terraoe;pc-r'tl'e'a'th"nrRedruth" ,aoJ:'mrall. 6-1-
46. J)e·ar·1n'.' Oook1ng,"" I am1r1'tttng to thank' you tor Ben
d~ng 011 the pap-erawhtohwt -receive nearly ,every week; 
somet.ime. :3 00 lie at a tille., We enjoy reading them: 1 tt.8 
goodaf l'Otlto sen4 .. the,' . I am, 8o:r1'1' ilE) t to 'bave wrl t'ten 
you ,~efC)~e. I bave b~en laid up .1uoe the beginning of 
sept •. with my ankle ••. I ~oUld not'heal them; 00 dootor 
k~ me t,n' bed un,t1'1 they bealed.~ cl then ordered elast10 
,atooking,,~ So no.1r' 10:_ say they arf! better onoe more. 
I h~ to· take JlY~a froll her work to do the hou8tt"9rk. I 
was lOrry to have to do 1 t; 1 hope'you &J41'8. Oocklng are 
enJoY1ng' a fatr meUU%e of heal th. Of course we can't j 

eXffeot te feel a. we cUd wh$nwe'-were 16 o~ &G •. 'Pa Web-
.tel:' 1e well & get. about 11~e a young' man. After all that 
heart-tro'J.?-ble.~ t' 8.eDCier1U4' . Our glr~. aref1»e, It 80 
18 Frank. He 1. to .be.,demobbed in Karoh.· "Juetbeen home 
fo~ .hie last le",ve •. · He 1$ in Bma.ela .t£ll •. H.e enjoys the 
best of heal tb, ,llaa,lIade friends w1 tb:& wGnd~ful old 
lady & her hU8b1nd who 1s:t1k3'JIwn &'D8.da to him. He spe-
ds all ~. t1me ~fJ~th them. They b"ve nooh~l<\%en ..... 
Just a lone old oouple-.;;..rearecl a,li-ttle g1rl'1tllC lias been 
i!:arr1eci to an ArQer10an& 1s liVing out there; 80 Frank 
goes up to gL"~ them'. llaDd. they bav. a n10e bou., & 
grounds, & rear fowls, rabb1 ta, oalvea.goats,aU kinds of 
thing._ fQ=r a 11ving, -fruit 1n al:lundan:o~, &,have lost a fo
rtune 1n the HI two .ware; been in, prison-in thie' one. . 
So we have to' be. thankful . we've oeen &pared.· Noth1ng' h 
has happened to U8 although.ehave Uv~ 1n fe~" afraid 
to go to 'bed, mo.t n1ght~·· Thank 'GOd,no~h1ng b_, baa happe
ned. .0 have spent a !erT n1oe'Oh:t1a~~aai: our faru11;r _ 
.e::e all home, at. thelr·1i1,ea & .chlld~e,n., lillt poor, Fred. 
ha.nl t gained lrl\1oh a1'nee h1. t,lln, •• :.He J1_·to st,y at 
home froQl school' now'with., bad' trhQa~. x,-tl.lleen 1. Ie
aTiQg F~mouth io . live ·1n. Truro •. Her gentleQ!ihae been 
Oanon t.ctbe B1shop" of Tru;ro; QQw.het 1s iO~Dg to 'be a sub 
-d.an; ~they have to ~ there to l1ve. . 
We have had" 80m8 lOTe:l.1 frost1 1fea,her- co~, pui. 1t .... 
lOyel y tQ bave 1t 80 4l'y. aft. ..ts ot. rain. ,". . . ...• 
1. am, aending- YOU" 2;; nloe:;.vlews otO""nBra~Oaatl. & PlOIlU .... 
eni. No dou~t'you~!h~ve': h~~ ,a.~u~ ~~: Bl'a,.~t I • lovely 
to go there 'in the "ilmmert1me; . you oan ,-s.e for Q111ea. : 1 
rl'~d. Lpta 'of '.' goa*,,"live lip" t~e:re·be~·ong1i1gt~lthe peQp+8 .~ 

n '1;)1e O&$tle •. We used to go in th~re & h~ye' tea: nolt' the ' 

I 
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;:o~~oplehav.go~e.OhJmy~ eldes~_prG"ther has~ne : 
'i1nC.· rl aat "J."'Eitel jew ~iTlfu ry·ei'glit ... \.- Jpodl'-0'"14.tcbap.' 
good ~8go1d to~l. 8tr;ltY cpu~in ill.Oar~~f,poo.r~ .thing, 
'1f&Si.1'Ok fa" long'1tim."S'~~-sheu.t .. crto' 00 me, down' & stay ~th us 
8o~tlm.s. Now, Mr. Oook1ng. if these elastic stookings 
don ~!,t dome good I ~~~~, -~~l try ~he bandage e you, sald 
abo~t 1n one 01' your letters., Our "chemist said he never 
kne. or heard of' them. Anyway; lava feel1ng grand at pre
sent, 80 1'111 end by ldah1ng,y(>u &:lIr~ Oooking a ,very 
happy new ,ear. Trust1ng all ,our" fam11y are well. Be a" 
regards to you a~l.· I remain yours ainoerely Emmt'e 'j'fe~ 
~e~ , . , 
P. S. I not heard. from my oo,,:~1n tor & long time now." 

SUn. Mar. lO. 1946. Last 'Tbur~,I;: got my usual 1nJ ection • 
!ot the out-patients' "department; of the Ne1l'O&stle ooepi t

al. • At Woolworthl s I- :'boug~t a p8.1r of stllok-on' half so
les f9,r ¥.um. Yesterday J08e,O,~arlle, & Fr~d. had a sail 
in Ohai'li,e ' 8 boat on the Hunter •.•. Aftel'oll~dsFreci made, an 
alt~rat1on.to'the chuCk'o~ my drilling mach1n, whereby I 
am now anble to dft 11 ,n th the very amall dr11l.. Yeete~-
ay .e received the follow1ng letter from Walter:- ' 

:','159 Gregory Terrace, 5-"-3-46~' l)eir"Oik8~'-'~-:-since my last 
'~,ette1" I bave, been glad to hav~ letters from bo1i1 Joe & 1).. 
J ad t ~ I have dene notJ1ng further about getting ty;-es 
( for, Joe t a oar. Inwas very d1sappointed to know he w

as going to sell it, however .. because money i8 not 
muoh good these days, whilst & oar, even though 1t 
,does give trouble,i. almo8~ invaluable to break the 
!monotony. spar'\ from 1ts value in emergenoy. Tyros, 
tOOt are now belng released. & if he hasn't already 
sola. ,:the oar, I for one hope ~ ohanges h~sm1nd. 
18 there any wpr( from the Teachers t oll~ge for 
paphne yet? -I hope sh., makes tbe_ grade all right. 
ijow l • Fred. 'doing 1- a real'Jlar!ield-i te by now 
again :t 8Uppo.e. wh10h should. pe 11101"8 pleasant than 
being the wild ~an from Borneo. Yet perh8IJa be st-
111 haa the wanderbug & ~. d6tng some travelling 
whilst, on le-ave. If, yOu are wr1t1ng to John yau 
cab tell him that I~aven' t forgt)tten hi. ,~f1" door 
handle. & that I should 00 able to send tne-new ha
ndle do~ in. a~,we.k or two. "Also, 1f you tare wr-

" i ting to Flo. you'1D1gh1i rell1nci ·lier .• f~'the,:c'1Ipor1i. 
shirts 8b~ was 10 have made for~'Dle. _Eyeryth1ng 
here is good, & the weather i. now muob 0001er; 
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in fact the front pages 'of the papers are filled wi th 
news of the Nortbernnoocla. I cfm,' appreciate the 
reports on Townevil1e, but live never been 1n Rome 
Rlll or A.yr~ 1'hl!'week-end,' bofore last we had a pl
easant fishing tr1p 'down the Bay. but only 'caught 
about 30 squire between 6 of us.. Although it was 
dulltbere was a fair wind blow1ng & I get pretty w
ell burnt, but lost it all in a d.ar or tllG. 
Things &1 werk are doing' qu1 te weU. a8 are ~b1nga 
here, & I'.m atill 1n the pink. Oheel1.o •• 1'al. 
Jum & pad, Am sen~1ng you a f _quid aa your share 
of t!le ,dividends on my laat ria., eaok pay"on whioh 
amounted to" about l, -6 last Friday. Th8.llks a1ot.,both 
of you • for your ~elp 1n th, early ~aya. W.1." 

t ( Enclosed were 2 p08t office' orders fO,r l, 3 each.) 

Sun.'10tb oontinued. 'To-dayb! wrote to Harrh Webster 
& am seld1ng photos of Hales foundry &. the Commonweal th we 
works. 

)(]cn. liar. 18, 1946.' Ye.terday after eon F:red returnei 
to Sydn~ytc report t! to the m~~tar1 au~hor1t1es. He 
probably atayer1 l .. t night at j1"t' a place. I have fi
nisbed reading "The Jlart~~om Of Jlan", by linwood 
He -.es. It 18 a pook of 437 pagea t & ~.. eVi den t1 y WI' 1 1ft en 
to at~aok Ohxiatl~l '1~ I t repeats the .old explcded 
al"tuments 111 favour ,of t~e fallacy of Evolution. & 

' •• sue. tha:t lIan Waa t1ra" a •• vage wbl!) learned by 
war & other for •• of IJ\dfering. He .ai4 the:re 1s a 
ap1r,. t 1n }.lan. btl t ,.lao s.1d that there 1. no ghoat, 
lfa10q 11i • cl%)ntracllot1oa. for ghoat &!p1~1 t are tbe 
a .. e.' I w.a dia~polnted b'y the book, for I tbought 
that 1 ~ would ahow & eXplaln how the worJera of the 
wGrld, in all agee, 1'8re eXploited '01 the owning elas •• 
He never mentioned the cla ••.• truggle directly, nor 
ahowed how the worker. were & are robbed through the 
pr1vate owner.h1p of land & the Ileana of pl'oduot1on. 

-We haTe reoelTed. th1. letter frem Florenoe:
~ 

"Nyhgau 12-3-46. Dear Felt., I Juat fCl)rget where I 
,put the last ,letter, ~ that I may anawer itt&! ally 
quest10na you may 'have' allked , tnt I knOll' it did oontain 
postal notes. one of w~ioh has to go b.-k when tbey 
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are changed.l u aorry, Kin, that you did net get the 
.ame tea-towelling- aa we did; the one you go t was muo~;h'~ 
cheaper, but not much good. I t only ooat 6/11 the peioe; 2 
80 the 2/- note has to go back, but Bill will have to 0&. 
it firit. He is in Bourke juat now & won't return un- ;; 
ti 1 Friday. Hope that Fred is enj aying his leave, & :. 
it' oi one, long leave when he eventu.u1y relllOl'ts after ~, 
the ax three weeka are up. Nyngan ient .. hot placo 
these, days; we are ha,Yinh real Au tuan day. & the n1- '"' 
ghta are ver.y chilly. This oold snap see.. general, 
though, aocording to the wi rel,.~: it will Just wi t 
you down to the ground, l(other~' 
Tbe. Rees f,ami 1y e%pectto be over that way this week: 
or next on holidays. Fcbert bad an inTi tation to Barb
ara's birthday party las'tFriday, but I couldn't ta-
k e hilt down. I baTe been unlueky enough to have Eaa ... 
tri tis t for the past few daY8,. but I feel a good dea
al better to-day. It' 8 'been pretty common aut here la
tely : Bill sa.id aeveral people on hia rounda haTe 
had 1 t. Dootor called a eouple of t1aea, &: aa uaual 
wanted .e to g'O to h08pi tal for a few daY8, & u uarua.l 
I refused & au:rv1 vedw1 thou t. . Bill -de lbhert ·are 
well: bope everyone over there i~ 0 k too. 
Eill liJaid to thank Dad ~or the books he aendliJover; 
they oOlte 1n very handy. .Art & phyl1 IIUst be Yery 
happy to h&Ye a home &11 to theuel-v •• a.t laat You 
didn't .ay where 1 t .... , though. I have no ide .. which 
part of S dney they .a'e in new. We KVell.t beard any 
mGre about' the returned man gettin~ ,_,11' II Job. The 
Ia.t we heard, lle .• a, 1n ,hG~spi tal ~n' . JdD.!,Y, but of 
oourse 1 t 11i .till likelytba1; he aay apPly fer th,f 

opd job, when p.e 1 •. 1I'ell enough. The house' on tlh! cor
n~r b~e (next to 8mi th) was sOld ~he othe; day. i' 250 
-- 1 t"a ,a pretty old~,l.ace,. but 1 t baa two aJ..lettaents 
o~ l~d. On.f,_11y last· weekhfi all their belengtngs 

put out on the 8treet. . Th~ p~aOe "had be.~ sold for~f" -
more than a ye.ar, & ~he ten&l:\,ta,,- ~Rto a t\,,-~eeka " 
b~e!or:e;,tbey weret1ppedout', hllint 1f'aade anyrAlttempt_ ~ 
to. find a ,pouae. Anyhow, .hen they were put out SO;" ~2 
meone took pJ. ty on them & aharedtheir hOlle 11'1 t4, tb. 

Houae. are atill very acaroe here. people aeelil to 
~t their nay. i year. ahead .. ~o ~nt a bou&,f. 
Bu1lding a.teria11sYery ~ "to get out nere. One 
home ha. been I1al"tly. bu1lt for more,,~than '6 lIl.nth.~& 

th~t:.ouple of r.era are juat s\andfug there wa1 tlng ~}~ 
~~% 

". 
~ 
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f or the rest 8f the 'horae to be added. The se tenan ts have 
to get Gut toe, as'the,~r bome1s, 80ld. It seem& aathough 
we'11 be staying where' we are, for jthe present,' anyhow. 
Cbeer1e. Our love to all. Florenoe.'" 

ltGn~ Yare 25, 1946. Fred oa .. baet froliSydney last 
Frida~ after sendlngth1. no •• bybtelegraVh:-
~No luek. ,be1ng sen,tw I •• a.tie. II ft. wa.i 1nferaed in 
~ elfealtl. on Saturday that he h .. l·.~:go tG ~e1rra to-
day. He left us, l .. t night very relu8tantlr" & will 
pl'eba'bly .tart, with 88.e ether.,f.r ,o.ra ti-~ay by 
train. Heavy l"ain fell last night &, 1. It111 falling 
this morning. Last Tbu:rllCiay I get"af usual 1njeet1en f 
ir.. siater )loO ann. She 18 the one who teek 8is ter Grenell' a 
plaee. I returned -The lL&rtyrdaa Of')lan l t. ill'S. Len
e_rtb en .y way t.,:lr ... astle ... I ~aTe f~n1ahed r.~ding 
the p&aphlet ent1tled " Ther.W1~l Alway_ Se An England" 
07 an .p:meJ ent of Si.~'a.l1... fiatt 1].1ght, I, read anothe, 
ppph1et, that Jehn Re.et lent 'e, enti tl~ It Alberta, :> 

N w, 1935 -l945~. La.t 1'hurad ayI p •• ted. ~obn_! .,ooek,' 
The Big Idea"" QY Kaj,e~ peug1a., te Jebn, &: rep stereci 
1 t fer sate 4e11v,ery. »-u,.glaa al .. epp.s.a_ see1al1 ••• 
I Yy hal banked. e1ghty peuade en Fred' 8 bank-beek, wb1eh 
i. the sua abe .wed hi.' fer but141ng ber .ans1en en the 
hill 1n Bull lflll •• tr •• t. 
This Ilor.ning I ,wrote te )(uir HQlbllrn to.learn what he 
&: ILar ',E)rie Pizer had done re publishing an anthology 
of Australian _ilitant poetry • . 
a~n. Mar. 31, 1946.Laat Thur. I got an inJeetion from a1a1 
er )leOann. I bc!>ught a 16th. drill, at pa.JriterJ. ,for' 1/3. 
I pa1~ the Store btll & ealle4 at 1Ir. 1'il1108' & got 
a eheque for 7/6 fro.~be Gard.enera lEXtge. ' • .\t Ash' II 
I Deugbt a bit of aluldn1ua plate for 1[6, & bave aalie 
a holder & lUaie-plat'e for 4tt-lls·&: na11-b1 ts of 1 t. 
Fred did. 1)8t go to ~pwra.; h. ira •• ~1l1 lef~ at HOGtw8 
,aJJp" lNt qas not o,en .4", .. h~"frolll the ani., . t • ' 
Yesterd.ay .Fred &: .rose ltad a sifl ~ on ,the HunteJ:'1.n-
Oharll,&1 s 'boat. . TQ-day I f1n1eaed. 'reading 1ih~pamph-

1 et _ that' .Joan Rose 'lent me ent1 tled tlTlia Ene~yW1 thin 
the Empire. " It oonsists of' 52 pages_by Er1c D.Butler, 
& 1e, " a sport history of the Bank of EnglanQ,.II, 
We hav~ reoeived the following letters from Gladys. 
Florenoe &: '181 ter\- Take Gladys" first;,-
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~Lst' Avenue, Warrawone;,f%1day. DearUum & Dad,~' 
How are yoU. all" ? 'We are .. all real well &: . hope you are the 
the same. It ve .' enolosed a snap "of Jobn& aneo! his 
mates on Jobnts horses. I thought that you, m,igllt like, 
one.. Let me know if Fred i8 home yet ~.I thought that 
he' might be home & you baveforgotten to let us know. 
There's no news to tell you about. only that they are 
atill building new housea at the side of our place, & 
we have a w tober' 8 shop ,a 'barber's, a draper'., a grocer t 8, 
a fru1 t & vegetable market sbtlp, all opened up at Oom-
rol House. do_at the baok of our place. You' U ~e 
8. change the next time you' oome:to see'U8~. 'I t 11 say 
good bye & all the best to you: all up;home. ',~ove .from 
Jack &: the ohildren, aleo myeelf. Glad xxxxx.~' 

This 18 from Florence:-
I! Nyngan, SundOY. Dear Felks, First of all I Will an-
l?1Fel' your questions, lIQther, at.ihetop of the letter. 
Pip'lI (Walter's) sh1rts are onthe1r way up, & he rill 
have them by the t1me you have this letter~ . I t' been a ol t 
of!l worry for PiP, I supposei but lire. power :was ill 

, 
• 

for so long & the.:'l went on, bo 1days. The bouse was em
Wty all day, bu to!, oourse not looked (no one looks 
up here) so,. after seeing the ,son; Bill Just went 1n & co
lleoted thern., •• Pip has bad a long walt.· but. I, hOpe he 11- ~ 
1<; as them wben he' ,~,~8 'get them. Tbeyshould be n~oe; 
the materIal -- I didh t t· see the sb1r.ts-- Bill sent 
them o~ his way h9f!1e •. _ Did Fred get b1a"walking tioket" 
yet ? I bope he h:as, but. ev~ if he hasn"~ don't,worry, 
beca.use he wonl t be a.way '~ng, surely. A . , 
Bill haaIi't oolleot'e4 the )[agaz1n·e fromA"<mer1oa , but. 
it nIl OOI'A~,Dad, . 'H,e '.~JO·y8 rel.lliingth~f,'other8 you .end· 
& be will I1'&SS .tnem on to Art.No,lIin, I am not sor-
ry a'bou't not buying t~e old house. This house 1s plenty 
old 'enough for me. "hen I have a .hOt:l8~ of my own I 
want" 1 t to be brand. new. . Our landlady was taken to 
Sydney dn Frbday ~o tbe ~osp10~f f~r the Dying-- aO'athol1c 
hoepi t~ 1~ ydney.' . She haa had frequent spells in hos
pi tal here &: ,;was in last time for about 6 montha~ The 
name of tbe~·ho.p1 tald6wn there wouldn't cheer anyone 
up muoh) bUt 'she haa a oanoer &' 'knows" there is no hope 
for her. 'I "am glad you at last got the photo of aunt 
May) & that 1 t1.8 so good. Fred oertainly has a way 

j 
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1fi th 'Till, hasn l the? W'e had a letter from Nell 
Jordan &:., everything in her 11 ttle garden 1 s lovely. That 
:reminds me -- we ha.ve starte1 a garden again 4t 1 tt s 
going nioe,ly. S1xdo.zen poppies em Thursda.y & they all 
look real strong.Blll is enthusiastio about the veg
etable garden. too.. We are only 0001 weather gardeners 

8: let the garden gO onoe the weath~r getetoo warm •• 
we are all pretty "ell. BiU i. in Bourke 7 he 1s well 
too I bOpe. Rees,s go ?ver to NeW9a stle to-morrow. I th 
th1n~ they hav:e t~e1r holidays P:>Wed on them at very 
short notioe, 8( then often have them canoelled. 
AI far as Blll. keeping thl s job is oonoerned , we have' 
nt any ide~ just what 1s going to happen. As far as 
we know the other traveller 1s still in hospital, & I 
haven t t any idea bow serious his 1llness 1s. Ou·r nei
ghbour, here 1s the hespi tal seoretary. 'i$'reslgn&l the 
other day &: 18 go1ng to Sydney at the week-end'to try 
to get a full military pension. He is pretty young--
only 25, but was very 111 "last y~ar; 1n fact the dootors 
here had 11 ttle hope of hi. recovery & sent him to Sydney. 
Anyholl, he do.an't look too bad now •. 1 don't know 
what ohance he h9-B to get a full pensi9n., 
Oh, Mother, I meant to tell you thi& first: Robert 
eaya to aay "Thank you" to Grandma, 8t send her a ki ell 
for hi. 2/-.' ~e 1I'Oke m! Tery.early tpe other mOl'nlng 
by 8&ying," 0;11, say "e go over to aiee Grandm! & Dad." 
When I asked him when he aaid ITo_moro" ". Ile· doeen l t 
telieve 1n ~ delay once he make.~l1is· ,mind· ~p'; Hope IVy 
i a feel1.ng well &gain'. Glad to· kno-rthat everyone else 
1,'a well. Robert 1& wanting his tea, & then a walk 
to the poat offioe to post thi. & oollect the ma11; 
80 I'll eay 'oheer10. Love from lbbert & FloJrenoe. II 

Here is the letter from Walter:~ 

1159 Gregory Terrace, Bri'shane,' 25-3-46. Dear Folks, 
l real1se I8m .late in ,,1'1 ting, wt li.ttle ~f in1:erest naa 
happened ainee. my last'''letter. I teok a one day run 
in the car' to Southport. a fortn~ght ago ~~ .b.,ad ~!J..i t~ , 
a good time, although it was very hot. I~ oontraat to 
that haa ,been the weather io-d&y, yesterday, & satur
day. As you haTe probably read, torrential rain haa 

"been falling, wi th bigb wind, aa a oyclone ia working 
its way down the coast.' YesterdaY'4 of us· drove to 
Olontarf over the Hornibrook hignway, but the rain 
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dldn I t let up at all, &: we weren· t even able to start 
alL game. Last Friday we moved. our offioe from the Nat-
10na1 llutua1 Building in Queen atreet to Terr10. Ho
llSe in Adelaide street, whioh 18 one street over go
lng up the hlll towards Gregory Terraoe. . After somme 
barraoklng I waa able to get a room on the oorner of 
the building, with e~oellent light. &. whioh1s gener .... 
ally regarded. a8 tbe beat room on the floor. Th1s 
ahould be our last move for 80m.' tim-e now" as this 
bl~ilding (whioh was formerl y the Amerioan Red Oross 
oentre) haa now been bought by the Government for pe
rmanent ' 0oamonwealth offlces. I aee that Fred has 
ap1'nt moat of h1. time at home, whioh was as, expected, 
& hope he haa enjoyed himself. & la now a free man 
again. How 1a Daphne getting on? Has she heard 
from the Oollege yet 1I' m very keen to bear of her 
,jbelng aco ep ted after havlng been 80 pos! t1 ve on 
her own inolinat1ons for 80 long.~ Also, what of 
Joe t 8 Oal" --are you _ carleas oommuni ty ,down there 

,yet? I aee mOl'e tyrea are belng l'eleased nowadaya 
. 80 perhaps that haa OCl)1IImuted the death sentenoe on 
01:1 ItL1 zzie". Waa 'glad to hear that you are well & 
have, too rJJUQh 'o ... h --let' s ~1JfJ ,~,t 1s .. lwaY8 that -1. 
I. to, aID 'in goodniok, & .. e the wea'ther seems to be 

clear1ng It 11 be able to open up the room for an air-
ing. Chee~io. ,Wal. ~ , . 

Sun. 31-3 oontinued.:' Tbi'. !Ilorni~g I wrote a note to 
Mrs. Gear.; of Ne.toWU,)C .. dina., S:Au8..a~ing about· 
selina Murph.Y.' 14r,8.' Taubrnan 11'.1.8' to leave yeaterday 
for Delegate toat'ayther. 2 mo~ths, :(01' the good of 
her b,aby son Riohard' a beal the 

Thu:r. Ap. 11. 1946 •. Lalt ~!hur8day& bto-day I' got inJ eotion. 
from aiater MoO ann •. Id14 not, pay )(1'1. Watt aa ahe waa no't 
at the pOlt offlce. ~ 'oalled at -the Oo-op~; .tor. & aeked 
to bave 10/6 for pe.tl'Ol.tuen oifoUI" bill. The' glrlla1d. 
we would get a oredit note,foz the &~unt with our'next 
bill. I paid £ 2 off our bill & left 11/5 owing. I bought 
a packet of p~sl., a.eel, at W~elwol'th' 8. 'Ie reoeived 
6 letter. to-day; So I ,mult begin to OG~y them. ' 
Thi. 1. fro~ Selina Mu-rph1: - ; 
41 Digby st.','Xad1na. • 7-~1946. Dear Joe &twife & ram
i 1y. I am wr1"1ag a few Unea to let you know how Die.sed 

, 
., 

1. 
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I am to hear of you. again. Mrs. -Gear came here yesterd~ 
ay • 1110udered what "as wrong, as she was here the day 
before, &: I said "What has gone wrong 1', &: ahe handed 
me your let tel'. ~o here I an, Jo e, still ali ve.. I ,,1'0 te 
2 letters toyou,Joe, &: reoeived no reply. Did you get 
t he letter I Wl'2te baok thanking you for sending along 
the 2 qaoks, &n just wondered why you never wrote to me 
aga1 j ., as 1 t 111 ages slnoe I heard from you. The last 
was <then you .ent on the book.; so I really thought you 
had pas8ed en &: that your family thought i t n~t 'Qrth 
while 'to let me mow. . 
well, I am ever .0 glld to know that you are still all" 
,&: bo-oe "'u are 1n better 1).8&1 ttl now; &: ale8 trust Y0ur 
w1fe & family are all well. I am only f&1r myself. I 
got the rheumatism cad. again, all 1n my- arms &: legs, &: 
I suffer oruel wi th my haole, &: 1 t Just takes me all I can 
de to get a.t'ound &: de my b1 t of house-wert. Some days 
worse than others. I d1d feel very' well for quite a ti-
m e: still 1 t 1s nq use oomp:lla1n1ng, fol' there are hubA a 

drea worse than I.' As long as I oan keep about &: do for 
myself I don't mind. The reat of my famly are very 
well now, bar my son Tom:. he 18 not at all well,& is 
very unhappy. Hia .. ife left h1m 12 montha ago 1a.t 
New Year' a Day, &: 1.eft with another marl, &: he got the 0 
ob1ldren, but of oourse he got 2 .girls. One 18 17 years 
in July, &: the other one waa 15 last month. They are bo th 
ou.t working nC)"~ Hi. ·,other 11 ttle girl haa gone wi th her 
mother. She 1a 7, &: hi. aon Harry 1s 1s 13 1.at Ja.'1 •• 
He·1a 1n High Sohool- here at K~lna; 80 he &: h1s father 
oorae here for dinner 5 daya a week, & then they cook for 
them.elves. But it is a hard blow to me &: to him, &: he 
8 till fret. & wornea about her. . 
My daughter Hazel buried her buaband 12 Mentha ago the 
28th day of Jan. last. He died 1n Ip81f1oh hosp1 tal. He 
was from the f1rat world .. ar &: auf~ered terribly. My 
girl had a very rough time go1ng up &: down to Adelaide, 
but wa. with h1m when he pa.sed away. Then she had her 
li ttl. boy ill wallaroo heapl tal- for 10 weeka wi th the 
soabies &: blood-poison. Then 1 t was up &: down to that 
hospital. Then she broke down 1n health herself but 
got ~ll her teeth out, &: now she 18 fner so muoh better.! 
ijer eldeat son was in the a.-A.A.'., & he had weeki & weka 
&nw~~1!~: f~fPiial. He was on nis way to the I slend~ 

. . was put there in hosp1 tal. Then thev .. 
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sent him back to Day' &'I Road h ' 
eXated on him &:, took' a we ,OSpital in Adela1de &op-
So now he is at, home &:dis~~g o:cst from hi. 'Spine, , I 

more than her share of troubl ~ed, 10 poor girl haa had I, 
getting away, &: ,th1mz:Q~IU~e h'ri.:t ~t now the Obildren ar6 

well, JOe, i,t 1s LOV'eJ.,r -w "C'D1~ter for bel" " 
tbe dr~ad.fulwar iaoYer. I feel muoh ,more a happy mother 
now, as my 2. sons are at h9me aafe &: with their wives & 
children. Lloyd - the one that was in tbe paoifio ao' 
long -- waa very orook aeveraltimes with attacks of mal
aria, but be aeema better n01f, only:not sO patient; their 
nerves .eem shattered. He haa gOlle to Whyalla' to work. 
The youngest boy, Allen, oOia:home':t'rom the wat &: 18 qui te 
o k. He has gone to' a Job 1n Adelaide at hi. trade 'in a 
grocer's business. Lloyd made their home here in the 
same street &a ,I am, but: nOlftbey"haYe to break Up again 
& ahl ft toWhy~lato 'live. I willm1 sa them so muoh;, 
& houses are sa soarce. Alan can' get a house in Nie- ' 
laide for love or rnoney~They' are living w1 th hiQ 1fif e' s 
aunt. ' '., ','" , , 
"Toe, all the Wb1 tea family are still alive, but I don't 
zsee them lately. My other da~hter~ OliYe, i8 still 
in Adelaide; they are all well. Olive was home a' fev ' 
weeks ago. There is no work here in Ka.aina to be had.. I 
TOrAia out of work--'.1uat gets ail od.9- day here &: ~h~re. 
Lloyd tr1ed hard to get'~'workher. ao as he' woul'" co near _, 
me &: not bre8k Up his 'home. --Tom' 8 'oldest' girl live. ~. 
wi th me • She gee. t01rork' every, day &: oomea here' to 
sleep; eo 1 t 1s great 'oo'mpany for me., My daugh~er Haz-
el lives Just across from ~enow., She shifted down near 
me after-her husband d.ied;,' .0 Igdt sdDieon~, ne$l" me. 
l!ell, 1 t' 18 getting ne~ :~nter;~lUh. We!h.fJ:l'loTely , 
rains lalilt month; 1t w8.t!, aveJ;:f'w.~t monthJ&"w~,hadv..ry 
heavy 1'a1n1n Feb!uary. Mrs. Gear & ,I, oft~:n t~1ted abo-
ut you, Jae, &: 1fOnd.ered_~f 'you were,"-+lve',& 11ao,. .. hy y
ou stopped writing to 'me~' Slieatill' comes to'aee'me' &: 
otten apenda a few days wi t~ mej &: I go out to her for 
a week-end when I _ ~~ble., ',",' 
Well, Joe, I must, brlngmy let~e:r to.aeloae. :Tru.~ing 
all are well, & til) ?ear fr1>D1'Y'-u sGen, I remai;nyeUl' , , 
cousin Selina lLurph.l.' Remembex: me to your wife &:, family .. 
!low is Florenoe gettlns::on ? Well, ! hope. Joe, I ,a.nia 
bad speller,bu..t gueas you·;o~n';read tb.1~-, 0rh~e a~.' Cheerlo. ", ' , ' ' , ' . ,,-l", • 
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ThUX.Ap. 11, continued. 
The next letter i8 from Flf>rence:'" 

IINyngan 8-4-46. bear Folks, I t sounds by your ~etter 
as though it' 61 mid-winter over there; &: Judging by the 
wireless to-day it's still cold. The temperature in Sydne y 
this lJlC)rning was Just over 50 degs., & I suppose Newo &

etle ien' t lJIUoh warmer. It'. pretty wintry here te-daYj 
1 tIs IUIlny, but the wind i, 00ld. The weather here lat
ely is perfect: it Was just like Spring yesterday. 
Did Fred go to Oowxa yet? Bill oamehome Tery pleased 
(he read the letter ef Fred'~ mOTe to Oowra at the p.e. ) 

&: was thinking hew geod .1 t was that Fred could come here 
on his leavea. He l\9»Ped on hi. b1 went cack to the 
8ta.~ion &: iUqll1i'edtlDf distanoe found it waG 
350ml1ec away., 8e 'he fe11l & ill . '. ,tha.t. We 
had a nioe letter from phyllis recen :& wel'e' surprised 
to know that Fred had been at Nobbys ,or at least was 
just appOinted . there. I B Daphne -st-ill going to the Te-
aoherl:' Oollege ? The Branda are very happy about the ar
ri y&l of a Ii ttle aon •. They have a daughter .. bealdes. 
Doe. Unole Jehimy keep well? &: did he go to Sydney aa he 
was talking .: doing? Younga &: Reea' _" are both away. 
al though Yeunga ahould. re~ thi. we ek.- ),frl. Young ha 
• hM 8. pretty gOG)Q. ~ol1dar. abe went a oouple of daya 
after I did laat Dec; Bl1l i8::1n :Bourke thi. week, &: 
Robert apends medt ef hia tl~e,up at. the oorner, 80 I do 
not get llUoh oompany during B 11' II week away. I don't 
thl~A Robert will be ooming oT\r for a whlle yet t ¥ln,;l t 8 8 
a bi ~old iraYelling during the Wlnter. Bill lfi.u bave a 

few daya at heme during Ea..ter, but I can,' t aee that Cal' yet 
that he waa gelng to .... bring "'lou there in. Re.allr I'll 

,be a bit diaappo1nled it he deee buy a oar, beoa;u.se I arJ 
trying ,·to a.veup tor that oolite; & "f:t--I am luCky I might 
persuade hill to do a.llething about it next year •• I 8.11 
hOping that material will be euier to get then. Oar. 
are prett y expenei ve 1 terne theee daya, &: even if we had 
one there aren' ~ lJlany plaoee that are worth go1ng to 
areund here. • Well, I haTe t. finiah Up now to' get thll1 
in the mail. Wr1te me all the newe, beoau.e nothing ever 
happens here. Cheerl0. Love from Robert &: Florence." 



ESTABLISHED 1860 TELEPHONE M 4638 
(3 LI NES) 

HERBERT· SMALL PTY. LTD. 

. Telegrams~· .. 
Hesma;-SydneyFJ!GJ -

CAMERAS AND PHOTOGRAPHIC SUP~LIES 
243 PITT'STREET 

SYDNEY 

Also at Melboume 
9th April, 1946. 

Hr. J _ Cocking .. 
. 331 lhlntthn1 Rood .. 

MAYFIELD WEST. }{E.'IliCA S TLE • N.S.W. 

Dear Sir: 

Weack;nowledge your enquiry 0.:' the 31stu.ltimo, j.n 
reference t.o a 1/,2 pl. I.nstantogra.ph Camera with see-saw shutter 
a.nd lens. 

this type 
you c01Jld 

. 
We cs. !mot supply a focal plan.shutter suitable for 

of C!3-mera. We do not know anywl!l-ere in Austra lia, that 
have a. sh~ltter manufactured to· suit yo·ur .. requirements. 

Yours faithfully, 
g.p •. HERBERT SM.ALL PTY. LTD.· 

,ib_C};/J. ~ . 
-----liE T1'"g er=;-

(!ftt;;t{c"- . 

P.O. Box 4137 
G.PD .. Sydney 
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. .'165 w· Thill ene i. froll -alt'er:.- . 
• 159 Gregory Terrace. Br1.ban., 9-4-46., 
Dear r.lka., Te anPer )lUll'. letter f1rat; I8en'\ down 
the n.w handle fer ,Jobn'·u oar cefore getting the letter, 

& baTe .iuce ha4.'. rep1r-trem b1~'to ear that. the bandle ~ 
1:1 tte;d p.erf~otl~ & ,thati,be. ~a .. ~,r1 __ -;l:-ea~ed~ wi ~ the J~b. 
He obvloulJly .till e1m., ~be 0"", but I', ••• 'that Je!.thae 
a.t 1aa:t 8014 the old 10:r4.' Your mention of'John wy1ng 
the laDd next door to.~m Slrpriaee iDe, as 1 ~hougbt he wu hoplnS to live in tollongong or even to get back to 
Newcastl.. Fred is oertainly oioae to bome, & his 111-
te~er i8 almQst excusable in not be1ng released, but must 
be (11S8ppOlnt1ngafter look1ng forward to hi. re~urn. 
The aention of another Job be1ng offered. ~ him exo1 ted 
my cur10si ty, but was not fully explained. We are sti
II very wsy 1n the off1ce, but outside work W&b fal11ng 
off last 'week & I was ~r&1d I would have to put off a 
few of the 14 gh. ln the 1IO~k8hOp, bu.t after lIlating a 
few inquiries I 'no", have been able to get plenty of work .' 
to keep them go1ng.' I reoe1 ved 2 aporta aMrt. from J'lo. 
about 10 day. ap, of qui te good material, but needing. a
ome alt.rationl in the bOdy to flt _. I lfU very glad to 
get "hem, & hav. been annou. to hear from her '&8 to th
e1r coet t but aa yet there haa been n~folloW1ng letter, 
eO I hel"Cll1 know how muoh to le%Xl ber. eoeKing of money, 
I ~a happ1 to reoeiYe a refund of L 45 oda from Ht. 
KaJ .aty l'.pZ'.lentlng e%Ools inoome tax paid by me lut 
ye~. )lost people aeem to have the OppOs1 te Uperltnce. 
You also mention Ob1p's boat-- what soZ't of boat haa be t 
I don't remember anytblngof it. It seem8 a shame that 
pa;phne, after cherishing the tbought ofbeoolll1ng a teao
b~r, aboul4 have decided to abandon 1t rather than doing 
another year' II schooling. Atter all. it 18 not a year 
wasted in any ease,aa the. aubJectl would be learned IDD-
1'41 tboroughl,,, be a solld foundation tor later work. 
Nor 18 ahe by any meane letting too old.! . 
Th. nell' off10e 1n Terr1ca Hou •• will,I' m' aure, JP."ove bet
~er than the la.t one. Unfortunately tbe carpenter. ar. 
still making a terrible nolaearound the plaoe,& to-day 
haabeen largely 10s1 beoauae the painter. were in to 
gi TO ua a 'face-11tt' , l:ut when they have au gone we w
ill have a.nioe bil,. wel 1-1 1 t & airy 01110e overlOOking 
Adelude street. I was very ilad to hear that you were 
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all well, 81 I Ul, & thinga ~', iQing on very muoh a8 
uwal, e%oep t that ~~ay the Clallllu:oua 'Lord Loiall " 

made hi. appear_o.tn ill.o1ty to'feUeye.the J:IOn9ton7~! 
The weatherhereia beginning to· ,0001 out,eot" 'mua'" go ; 
w1 thou t .aJ1ni that you . too are hunting out· your woo'l.1e a.' 
Fortunately the weath,r aere 18 iarelyo~lC\ tOl' more 
than about a IDOnth or aix w_ok. "81.0& yeu. 
HaT. not made any pI ail 8 J,t for' Easter, but may get a 
few of the boY8 together & go up to .008& Head , which 1. 
a favour1 te hqUdar reaort, but wh10h I have not yet seen. 
Cheerio. Wal.· 

The following . note ls from Gladya:- .. 
Mlat . Avenue, "arra~ng 8-~46; Dear IIUIl, Thanks very suoh 
for Wallr. aidr •• a. The day after I posto~ your letter we 
reOeived one fro. Wally telliDi us he •• as send.1nithe dotrr-
hanal.: I'm aerry if:t bave troubled. yeu too sUch. We 
are all ~ell,w1 tb the exception of oolda; I tb1nk the 00-
ld snap: mlpt have 8O~th1ng to de wi tb it. W.' U ·800n 
shu. them otf I think. ,If)'Ou feel llke com1ng dom 
tor Easter }IOU are weloolls.' If Dlild wont i oome you oorae on 
your own. Love from ,Jaok & 'the ohi Idren to JOu all, also 
from myse If. Glad.' xx XXX , II 

And here 18 alett~~ to Dflphnefrom IIDIIIIUr K. Vloars:-

1133 Ha1 tland Rd. ,J4ayf1~-1d. 1-4-462- -near Daphlie" Ke1 tn, 
p:or thefo:r:thcom1ng Oonventlon en MaY,18th,to 22ru;l . 
~be Distriot Union h~8 drawn Up a .yllabus for 47 days 
prayer oommenc1ng onA...Apr~l lat. ,OU1"S~lety was respon-
sible for prayer on --pr11 1st (to-day) ,; Fatl1ni. to re
oeive the notioe in lime to lI~e a,trangemf!nts'lL have 
decided. to raake lredneaday of t~a week our day. 
During some part ot the day would youipleaaa set as1de 
some ti,. to pray for :-
(1) Rev. )(11ler who 1s coming from Viotoria to be our 
fp eel al sp eat er.' . .. 
(2) AJ.l arrangements for the OODventionj 
(3) That the Lord will bless us all & that souls may be 
won in to the Itt ngdom. ~ I am . 

yours in o.T.l bonds. 

I, 
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Fr1 • .Ap. 12, 1946. To-day I wrote a long letter to selina 1fu 

Murphy, of 41 Digby St., Kadina, S. Aus. 

Sun. lIay 5,' 1946. Lalit '-Th~rlJda,11 got 'my usual inj eo
t10n from alater 'lfoOann ''it~e ho~"tal. I d1d. not go 
down 'to Hewoa,tleon'the pr~T1-ou_ Thursday ,for 1 t, ••• 
Anzac 'day&bthe'ott1oewU·O'l ••• de ,Fred, bas got Ln- . 
&:ruot1onato' 'go,toS'ydney ''to''sn "bi. cl:earance t%OlI the 
aray &1'eo81-T8 'hl' ·8aok.,;tIOu·eT. Be 'hal been a;;at1Gjed 
at tbe Ilwca.,tle camp' _tnoe be returnee to Newoastle. 

n.phne Oooking 1, 'till .. 1 tlDg foz & letter frola the 
~uoat1Qn department',re her pro8pectlV. &ppo1ataant 
aa teacher of lewing. We haTe reoelv'" the follewing lettf! 
tr_ Glady,:-

,. lit Avenue Warrawong. ~3-46;: Deal' Jrua, Thanks 
~or~le~tter : we • .alvery pleaseel to get 1 t al ... 
IJO to hear tba~ Fred was' back. You oan tell him we're 
eXpecting hi. to ,oOme dQ1m &: see us; he knows he i8 
quite welcome to come wheaeyer i't 8U1ta him. Wet re 
pll~8ed to hear tDat everybedy 1. well. We are tip
'tC)p. Re George ~eldon, we • re not at all aurpriaed 
. he sickened. us ~o .ay he .f'S talklng about hie wi
le .. , .\lIlt Ka1' 8 tuneral. We 'theught he was a bit to-
ugh.' Jack aaiel the next "ll1e you wr11:fJ te wa1 tel' 
nll :you. a8k h1m abeut the doer-handle f.~ Jack'" car ., 
He 8&14 he oould get one made • when we wer. up 1a 
Newcastle last, bu.t we haven't heard from him, & .e 
don't know hie address, " ., can't get 1n to*oh wi th 
him, aura.lvea. We haYe bought ipe auotm~t of grq
und bet.een us & Colorado'. , the peolple next door.; 
We've paid the depoe! i'_ & .e haTe 3 yeare to pay 1 t 0 tf. 
3eet of love fZ'om Jaqk,Jphn, 'Aden,81ma, && n." tor-
i et tlI1i III 7.elt. G 1"".' ~~' 

And th1 e fr.m Flerenoe: _ , 
~Nyngan 21-4-49~ Deamolta, By all repoxts. ,,",U are 
~nJoJ1ng a very wet Ea8t~. I wtah we could tran.ter some 
of thie 1."ely eunali1ne"'::'-over tts yell. The weather here 
~-: perfect Just now,' all the' town' 1 e out,1 t aeema, _.tl,
f ~a at the J)al'~ tc),. see the or1okel •• inch .&8 beld on 

:r a., l te-a.ar.; Several impert., .,sidney Q.r1ekei\\l.d 
have been brou8ht up, & the play p~. on aJ.l DY &1; 
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&: the CGUlltry' feIk bring thell' lUJ1011 "6' aake, a,pionlc 
af 1 t. Valerie i. up tel' the 4 da Y8 && i. nayiDI out at ,I, 
7iJB111 steele- a place. She & BiI1nePpec1 in yeaterday, 
bUt enly atareel ;,a ah.rtt1111le., &.:- ~hey •• ~. W1:th the 
.~eel."' famtl, &'wereoff _lIlewhere e1ae. Valerie 
has 108t 2 stene wetght 81nc. ahe. left ua t ' lO.oked.very 
nioe DOW ahe 1s .. much thilUler. Mrs. Young arrived 
holle (they all. did) It 1. Tel"',oontented &0. , •• 8he 
.boUld be, &tiel' 4 month. a ... y~ Rei' brother i. there 
for Euter, " .... ere pln, down te-n11ht,w'; her ,.. 
ur&& ••• i ••• 1"kiag,. Ola Tialt le Roatponecl. 
Rfle.' a are back,lt 1 t i. very l1kely ~at they will get 
& lion to our _14 ton "eat Ka1 tll1lld.~i We are COlai 
don to Tisl tth .. to-aorr •• afternooI4' BiU haa the 
4 day. off, &: a. be oannot get a tra1n to _ .Bourke until 
Tu.eiJday & will l'eturll on Fnday. ;.h. Will be haviq a 
abort It bU)" t1a. th.~. n41xt .e.~ A%. any of the 
boy- boa. fer laater? Do ,YOU aean that fred i. h0-
me fer pod when, you .ay that you were ila4 Sill .u 
diHppo11lted about lUll aot selDi to OOld'a. ,You die! 
DO t •• , .h~th.r he 1s at ill at hcme,. or waa .en t .... 
wbee elae. . We were .ve1"y aurpr1s. to hea,% .f the 
fortbooll1q wecl41~g; I alPpoae it Will affect Hazel 
a iOOd deal.

t 
She Will b~ look1ni for another beae. 

poor old Mr. S1apao.n d1e4 a. 'fe. daya ago (the hGu .. at 
the baCk of here) • You reae.ber I told you he uaed to 
iet ay aeat ... etiaeafor ae. He waan" very .ell 
at the best of t1aes,& "en~ out on a drQY1lli trlp & 
"as found dead 1n hi. o~.· 
t t doe.n' t _ee-:: aa thouih they are ver,. anXious to 
move lfal yet" but I auppo. ee he 1 a better otf up there 
durlng; the Winter a()ntha. I .onder he" lira. Eo b & her '; 
f aily are iett1J1i on during We flood at the Terrace~ 
The main street 1_ 5 feet under water; 110 I 8Up},J«Da. 
1f111 be hav1ng a busy tlme saving things in the shep.1 
L1 v1ng ou there 1 t 1. hard to imagine much r81,;., eepe-
0:" all Y 1n a .arm sunny afternoon like thia. The pe
ople next door ("illillge) are ,eing en'a l.D.g.il~r1p. 

First ef all, lIrs "herr1 te & fami1)' (:~r8. nlllnieu 

p 8Cple) 8.%'! p1ng, 1r1ld plrg-sboeting dewn around Brew-
arrina, ~ Willing. will ie In June~ Then whea they t1re 
of that tley are golng en the trip, "hat we had. to 
Adelaide Uelbeurne "up to GQsford where they hOpe , .. 

1 
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169. '. 
te buy asm-all peultr·y farm; BemI lJUppcee that in· a 
few-JlH)ntbs we wil1bave new 11 e1ghCeura. agaln •. m ". 
will 'be serry, 'tee,beoause, a1. thouihtbey aTe -rouih & 
ready Ie swear 11ke troopers, t-h.yare very obliging & 
are exoellent neienbGurs. Jlra. Willing seldom i"s 
d()wn the .treet wi thout inquiring 1f I want anything. 
Den't forget to let us knell' hew Daphne gets en about 
the Do• estl0,Sclenoe School. Sbe should be quite at 
hoae ,at Art' 8 place, espeolally with ,the 2 kiddies 
thare. That wl11 be Just in her 11.e. I remeaber wbt 
& good little nurse-girl she was when Robert was a 
baby. You should see how fat he .18 getting, by.the 
way. It's aaazing tbe we1ght he has put .on lately, "but 
he should reuly, the way his appetite bas improyed. 
He 1s the ploture of health, bit I, hope he doesnl.t get 
too fat or I'll have to out his ratlon.· Thft Swulex 
here, thougb,:w11l soon thln him down ,again. 
weIll Oheerlc. Time is uli. or as least t~e wXl tlng 
pad 8. I'. glad you are al~ keeping well. We are. 
LO'Ye from us all. Florenoe. M 

SuaclaY,5th oontinued. I have bouad the JanuaxYtFebJ.11&. 
ary, I. Karoh 1 ssues of jhe .National Geographio }4:ag
adlle, It have read the Jprl1 aumbei'. J)1r1ag the last 3 
days the weather has been delightful here • 

We have also received. this letter froll lalte1':-

c; 159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, 29-4-46.: Dear' Folks 
I am a bit longer in· :writing this tille,. Il~nly ~ due to 
the number of hOlidays sinoe my last latter. i.en t 
to ).{ooloolaba in the Easter hol1days, ln my oar ,& took 
Fred Ie Nelson SCorer ,,2 brothers whom Ihave known for 
ye.al's,£: who ca:Ae f:ro:-n N ewoastle with lie : We sl!Sply 
slung a tent-fly over a p1ece of rOpe &: • pegg&1 1 t ou.t, 

&. had an excellent t1_. with Fred as ohi.r oook. This 
place 1s about 75 miles Nor·th· of Brisbane & w1 th Mal"
ooahydore 1 s a very pOpular sw1;n.-.tng spot.: The wat
er was perfect xl:xnu for the whole period lI'hioh 
}~1f ln~o relief the dis'turblllg news af fU;ods dOlm 

'> nter :~l~et Surely the water waen'" 25 feet deep in Hu
system 1 . th' as reported! II 11 bet our old drainage 

11 e back yard 1I9rked overtime. t The old 
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Reg. ~1mm1ck ,was up here last week on holidays &: wo
uld like to' oomebaok to take my Job, whioh wouid suit 
me fine, but It mai'ra1d the powers-that-be wouldnft 
have hi m • .He g. David has -also' been up on a V1s1 t,e!: I 
have driven him out 't()Eagle .Farm to-day, where he bo
arded the Douglas Skymaster for Sydney. 
Jour last letter was quite interesting, l;Jut I see that 
• red 1s still tangled up'in the army net. What of Dar
phne -- how did she get on? Also Flo &: John? any 
news Flo still hasn't wr1tten to me regarding the sh
irts» so you I11gbt remind her 1n your next letter, pl
ease. Everything here 1s flne, &: I hope you are all 
well$ OheeriO~ w8li •• 
Tues. 1(ay 14. 1946. Last Sat. was my birthday (79th) 

&: Bi 11 tie rlor~e Bent me a new book entl tIed -Oobbera ll , 

by Thomas WQdd. It i8 an aooC?unt of hi. trav.~s ,about 
AllQtral1a • Art ~ phyll1. iav • lIle a Qox of ohocolate, 
, IT1' gave l1e a bac of apples,a box of 10U1e.,." a bar 
of oboe.Fred &,ave •• 3 haokaaw blad •• ,a trlanau1ar flle, 
3 ahhets,.! eraery paper, &: 4 packets of .afty razor b
lade. Art, pbylll •• Dore~,& Judith have bean her •• 1-
noe laa" friday aft.l'lloon. lIum Ie I illtend te return 
wi th thea. next 1r1day to be pre.en 1; at the uni Tere1 1;y 
"eremony of 'pre.~nltj.ll&, deiree, t. graduate., ef wholl 
Ar t will be ene. wE haT. reoel Ted. the letter bel." 
frem Florenoe:-
lB 

I8vBex'l5 N1UiG ,3-5-46. Deal' F.olke, I 8Uppolle 
YQu are exol ted about Art & ph,.lli. ,II: the nipper. 0.
il1D.i horae 11l a few day.' t1... Y(l)U d,1d1l' t aay, Kothe::, 
whether you iatended t. acoept the inTi tatl0. te ie 
back wi th thea, but I hope you d~. Art Will be .. er., 
tiiaappol.ted 1t you ~efl1se to iO.; phylll. tel18 lie 
that Judi th 1 •• bi, bab." the image ot Art. fill 
you tell Joae that Bill h.~' t been to Bourke 81noe 
hi, lett.~ arrived, J'.>ut he will be &,oll1i. to-:aorrow,& 
will .lee 'red Ho<i&80n thea. We wen t to' a iOod oon
oert ln t~~ town ball l.at n1iht-- the prooeed. belp 
to awell the fund fo~ • aew .w1mmla, bath. The hall 
was full; 80 on. of these days they .ay haye ~. bath. 
,At then N yngan won' tbe eo hard. to take in llUaner time. 
The traveller from, WeUlnston .. 1.i ted th1. dl.trtot 

Ij 
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. Oil Easter saturday sought Bill Qut. I don't know how 

~, iOJ!Li they would haTe talked "it they' had been old fri
ends. '.eeing"that they talked for 5 hour. non-atop on 
first -aequaintanoe. He used to be ,herG 7 years ago, 
l was then transferred. to WelllaitQn. where he 1. now. 
Reeaes haTe defln.i tely llI.ad their IlOve to )fa! tland, but 
they do not know yet·when i.t \Till be. They--h~Te beea 
told that they are pretty aura of a ho'use in B~ker 
road, Adamstown, whioh 1. the street that Jlrs.lteeat 
mother liTes in ; so they 'are considerins themselves p 
pretty luoky. I sUImoae they w111 move· to llat tland, 
thougll, when he ~. 1nstalled Is they oan get a house up 
there. Do you mow your Dew"rela~ion (aiater, lsn't 
1t, Jli:n. 1) you knovr-- lire. ,George ~eldon,nee -nderson. 
Grace will .. ave a load on her oonaoieaoe 1f the aarr1-
ale 1an't a auooess. Iti.' iCod. to think t"at Fred i. 
still a1; Nobbyt B ~ can OOIle hOIle eaoh ,night. Perha1P3 
he will soon be d~8oharg~ altogether. Bill was very 
pleased whe 3 NatioJlal Geographio,lIagaz1D.,es Game the ! 

o tller day, Dad, &: Rpbert is Tezy laterested 111 them too. 
I t remillded ,lit! 01 the t!mes Jre used to "aTe you .u-
n tlllg tllro:uu;h t ... ,~ok.ase so lOllg to fiad books to 
Suit Us lordeb.1p~j News lea'.t Tary platltul, so 
I' 11 olose down &: lao;pe for mpre Dext time. HOpe you 
a+"e all as weU as we are. Our 1ove-- Florenoe.tll 
p. S. We "ave applied to :hav~tlle phoneo~. &: expeo~ it 
to be iastall ed. any day JlO".'.- Flore.oe •. 

Tbe following letter came frGm Gladys:-
'lst J.veJlue, Warrawon.g,).fo!1d.ay 6t. Kay, 1946; Dlear Yu;, 
yes, ~ere. it is at last. l'e are-·pleased to. hear ~bout 
Art1e. also tllat you ,,111 be ioing d.e1fll to 8~. 1 t.' 
If you & Dad are both well, let us hope t1lat nothil'li .. 
~OP8 ~ ~rom going. You, Is Dad. may a. "~lJ. ooutiaue 
your Journey down to WarrJ.WQng,I reoko .... Anyhow you 
know you are both wel:oome to eo~e if you want to. "e 
are all real well just now. We went out ·to Dapto 
yest~1'day &: saw Nellle.1'b,1 te & pearl; ther are bota 
well. Nel~e told U8 that Ve~a lroodW&Td is in llospi tal 
wl th a baby son, &: ta1 Joy ruley has to go ader an 
&l!l&estAetio to se, "bat 1."nong Wi th her. The doctor 
sa1d 1t lsn' t btenohitls that alle .uffers witA: he th
lnks 1 t' 8 aomething i.ternal. Slls' 8 a terrible slze--
a lot fatter than Lila pet t1gr'ew, she'. an awful a1 ze;,! 
I f •• l real 80rry fer her: We dida't see the ~lM~e. 
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p-oor old Jack broke the mda leat .f &1. tront apr1ag •• 
we just oame home .te.t1ly. pearl Yh1 te stl11 works' 
at Bookmall's shop 1n WG11engong, ,&: J m & lreda ati 11 
live with Nellie, bu~ Nellie was ~e~ting ~. that theyld 
soon be 1eaviui, a. t~ey are pini to bui Id. She tll1JLks 
tlley will enly be wi th her for another 3 months. The 
weather i. nice here, just now. I' v juatbreuglit all .1 
my wa.hing iD, ao I'll have to f~ld &: dam· tlaem down b
efor. tea; eO I' l~_ .a1 ohee:rio to ~u all from us all 
here at warraw~ag. Lovingly youia Glad,Jaek,&: the chi
ldren. xxxxxxxxxx.;n 

- .. ,--. 

Thur. Hay 23, 1946. Last Fri4ay Mum J: I went by tra1u lti,th 
Axt, phy111a, l):)reeu.&: baby Jlldith tq ~ydlley,& from t~er. 
by tra.m to tllei r resiaell •• at 29 I llawarra Ro~d., Marr1ekvi 11 e. 
Mra. Witheria~ was there to meet us,.&: Mr. Witheriage came 
later ia the evenillg •• Oll Sa.turday Mu~,paYllil, & I went with 
Art to the Uni v ersi t y &: sat 111 the l.arge 11all &: watelae. the 
iraduates reGeive their 4eireea. Taere must bave been more 
tho a tao't1ab.d people preaent i1l81u8iJllg the il'ati.uates ill 
tlleir i1at-topped. eap8 & Tar1ou.a gown •• On Saturclay n1iht 
Art t ookm me to an ad.Terti81l\l.i coae ert spom,8orefj, by bu.8-
iJless people, but 1 t waa Rot veryinterestiD.i. We all 
stayed at home. om Bu.~ay,for it was one of the .oldest days 
that I 1'.emembe:c--indGed it was tae eoJAies.t tay on record. at 
Ifel'lCDastle, & in api ti ot all my eare I cau~ht a bad cola. 
OnrJMonday afterJloon rt took Mum & me out by tram &: train 
to HUl'itville" wbere we aaw the block of stony ir,~ouJld Oil 
which he in tends ·to have a briok house built when mate:ri ale 
beoome cheape.l'. From there Art took us to Sydney een tr al 
railway-station. We boarc1eld. the fiye past five p.m. train 
& arrive, .. at Newcastle at 7-45 p.m. At Mayfield. we entere<i 
a di sabled bus,& when we iot ,out to en tel' &notker bus Mum 
left her ba~ in the diaable4 one. Sae did not misa t~e ba~ 
un ti 1 we .,ot home,.Fred. 1mrnee.iately 1I'e11 t to the bus terminus 
at Waratah to inquire for tlle bai, waile I went to tae Uay
field terminus. I was toli that tbe di8abled bue mad-been 
taken to Fo gg' s depot; so I inquired. there &: wail informed 
t~at t.e d1sablet buil was one ef tke Goverameat's bu~e8. 
l!eanwbile Fred &: Mum had learned that the m1~sing bag had i 
been taken to tbe Hamilton bua depot. On Yonday morning Charl 
went GIl his bie-yole to the depot &. was given the bQi, hieh 
contained Mum' 8 purse with more than 3 pounda,1t ~lGves &: 
store tok.en & other thing'S •. Since last lLonday I have spent II 

moat @f the time in bed &: am nG)" alll1G)st Qui te well. 
on Tuesday Fred left AOlle to v·i ii t Florence at BYNGAN, where 

,. 

I 
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intends to atay a 1ew_days. 
We have recei ved the fellewing letter frQm Walt:-

"'159 Gregory T~rrace-, 2o-~46.Dear Felles, Sinoe my last 
letter I expect Art has taken. the honours at tae Uni. --l!i.~ 
congratulations.~ Is he oontinu1ng with the Arts course? 

. I Dcidentally, ho" about Daphne I' job 1n sydney? There was 
no men.tion of 1 t in Frei' a very 1nterest1ni letter. I In 

[

jiilXIUlXDX1ilSUPPQse that lile got tbe expeoted d1echarge 
from the' 'OElW8't on the 7tA,sO Itll be 1nt.erested to hear 
ill which ciirect1cnD. the .. keels of i1!ldustryllavesiae. been. 
tUl'n1ni. Th1. 1s wroni. Fred tid mention 1t, but there i 
eVidently &0 fina11ty yet_ No-.doubt about Dad ~ Fancy 
golni to tne hospital in all that rUJl, you AU,& splo<!iini 

hi a way down Hunter atreet. It see.s tbe 1nJections do 
a i0e4 job,l.ayaow. Itvetriedeverywlaere I knGwof to 
looate sOfie Q,ueel'l.lan~-kauri fer Ohip' I (Oharl1e' .8) boat, 
but wi tllout suceess. Tne enly firm ever Aan411ni; 1 there=-
--)(CDXO.' ___ cay that taeir S,a,aey 'brucla wOUld. be tlle most 
likely aour,e of supply. 
Things aaye been pretty well &8 uaual aere,exeept that a 
1aS8-- Eami. Oarter-- who Aaa been a &00' comparlion here. 
left for Syciaey OR. tae 16th. .. 'leu1. :al.I started. up a-
iaiJl after .. delay of 80lle raoat)la beeause of a genera.l 
everhaul to tile court. Next week I am supposed. to iO to 
Towasv111e ete. on various jobs for a couple of week~, 
but I have made no 4ef1ni te .arrangement. yet. Staff 
reduotioJls are the 8rder of tae clay 1n the offiee, &, ! 
have to loae I eniineer,l superTisor, &: the clerk in 
order to pl'o4uoe artifioial Taoanciea for returned men. 
Thia poliey, I feel, haa no .JustifieatiOl'l., &. 1s purely 
a polit1eal m~ve. In fact the preaent Government aoesn'i 
8eemlVery impressive, in any respect-- nO.r aoes the Opp
osition app'>ear any better. .In mycaae my Olm job 1s 81 

seoure, but the polloy ia very ~oy1Dijustthe same. 
I f I go North It 11 arran~ fer Urs. Jones to forward on 
any. letters It, I' ll-1oanawerthemfrom up there. 
Yestemay was a 11 ttle oorker herei a. co14 westerly bl
ew all "ay; &. most.CDf-·Briabane atareci indoors. Indeed 
there was anow at stan.tnerpe &, Wallangarr&. Hope you 
are all fi t, aa I a ..... ··ill-faot:.:folk tell.me. I've put Oll 
.. b1t &f weight. since Ohr1stmas. Ycurs, Wal. Q 

bG.tshould have ione t'lLNe~.a&t_l~. t_()-d.ay for my iject1oR, 
I thouiat 1t wiser to 8tay at home to o11noh the sure 
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of my co 111. After "" hal v1 :~~ a,;. h ft~d the ceremon y 1 I1sid e J 
~~urn &: I,& Art & Phylll • were photographed by a stree t ph j 
otoirapher outside the un1v~r81 ty. Art is to send. us oopies. "l' 
Ee alao got hi a p hete. taken in a etudion last Saturday in 
hi sbor'rowed, cap &: gown. ' 

D rini our stay in S:ydney I wrote moat of th'e folle"ini, 
verses:-

F AT .AN DLiAll • 

I could offer aome suggestiona 'wi,th regard. to seclal ~ 
eations ' 
That affeot expl()1 teGl 1rerkers 
Ia their atru6glea YerllUlI, F.at. , 
Tltey coultl iain tileir ,b1rtl!rliht--fre~oB--\ 
froll theparu1 tea1fA. blee4te~, _ 
~T a ftrlJl-'lfi.ie LeaiUe of La0tur, ' , 
But taere' a toe PlGA aem.ae~ 1n'that ~ 

l,;ea ceuld. cease to ruah erramble 
Te a •• ttiJi4i-Plaee to " .. Dle 
T. 4eprive a fell .... wrker . 
Of la1. eaTlliai;8 or Ma hat 
h .. Goula atOp a1a atup1t 'ett1ai. 
WitA the Deetie. waoare iett1ai 
stake. hi •. twly 1. l.a1ai 
Blit tllere' II toe lIlUoh aenae III taat ~~ 

Le .. oouU tell lat' a peU t101ana 
~e a.sTery ,8trGJ)i '1U8p1e.1o,l'UL" __ " 
r.at theyt ze Dowui 1& lailed. iy brewera 
J.ai. •• r.l'Upte.4. D1 th,1r Yat. 
He could. aake a w1.e "elect1oJt. 
At ... 1\ par11u.t'. el.eti .. , " 
AIl4l put .eneat aen.'1n power, 
l,)ut tllere l , II toermeh aenae In"tlaa1;J.~, 

Lean eoul4 ee.tie te 8qua"ez""lI1ll1oaa. 
1:'0 enlar~. tll. brewer.- 1t1111 .. a, 
.f.Jl1. oould. purcwe . atate17"aaa.1.a., 
BO ... _Dopol1aeet lily rat, . 
I! alert, awake 1& .. • ,her 
Jrs. Neve.Del" to Ootober, 
~ ceula ewn all" fruita-of"labour,; 
But tile re'. toe _ch geage 1a ~aat " 

.' 
~;:' 

I 
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. Lean GOul,(· own all lan' aad.lloney -
.&.11 the flowera _eea '- hoaey-
All tbeweal til 'e' a t.-11 pvial 
'11 t)1 -the Wi ..... ef a pat, -
If ~e tl.co.tinue .... r1nklnC 
)I.8te%.' "ep., '-atarte4 tbiakiac 
Of a Werkera" F eteratien, 
But tllere' I to~ aueB, aenee in tllat. 

Le .. will ati1l keep.en Dellavia, 
In ale abJ 80t 'War of alavi.I 
11'8. lUa ,.utafu1 "a18 te dot~et 
.An' be tr044_ 11ke a .at nen ae GOuld. be free ~ aat ... 
With t~. wealth he aa. oreate' 
Iy 11leunrequi tecl·laboUr, 
, au. t tllere'. too well senae in tllat. 

Lea ... aa1ce •• wi •• d.eel.lon 
Ner 41.eern a lDrlihtd vi.loa-
O! a 8eo1&11.t1c 8y.tea 
nerein. •• oould -el14 t •• laat, 
lor la.' II taupt t. be ... teat. 
~. deoay ln "Telerent_ 
n. al oould. -Joy a ... ai_, 
But taor.-.. tee auoll .en.. in tha t~ 

He t • been-»IK trained throu;n couatleaa &ies 
'1'0,- be aatlafi eel wi tll w&lea,-
1fi th the oruit of loavea lIle t • 8akla..-

. Or te angle for a aprat ~ 
Wb11e ir.at whalea of wealth ln .etten 
Oould 'be oau.bt ln Life' 8 r1011 ocean 
~y the harpoon of ~xer:tiQJl; 
~t there' a toe Slcb sense ln that. 

I f Earth's worker. act wietaer 
Tlley OIJl~ map t.e ialUni tether 
'1I1oh enohuaa tlaea to .eadi tlona 
Tkat 1JOulcl au1 t a· aewer -~.tl 
I f the, y poeled. thei r .1111 re •• uroea 
..... ual ted all thelr foroe.' 
~)a.y could dol11aate thia planet, 

" .. ur THERE' 8 TOO IlUOHSENS! IN mATl: 
J ._ t· '. I 
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iied$ May 29 f 1946. Fred returned from N yngan last' Mo
nday_ He doea not like the plaoe,& I think he Was glad 
to~leave it. ldid not go to the hospital last Thursday 
as I had a oold whioh I oaught in Sydney on the previ
ous Sunday at Art's place •. 

Tues. June 4., 1946. yesterday I went to Newoas~le & :' 
h ad some blood taken for a ooun. t. On thursday I pad an. i 
injection from siater Mooann,.r bought 2 ~ttl~. of ;glYCerine!'. 
and alnsee1 ooughA.med1oine, & a 11 ttle dating maoh.ne ' 

& a large map of --ustralia. J.,ast week IVy went to 1111(i1p '/ 
i arne' house in l' Mayfield Ea~t & got my cheque for,10/- -.1 
Fred 18 getting ready to ge to Armidale next we~k to pa- , 
in t scho(!)ls eto. flOr the gOverIl~nt. To-day I oought" a, i 
4/~ bottle of "Oy.tex" fer- Mum to our~ hel' r~~matlos~ ,L 
I ha1r e "ri tten the following to send to Arthur. - '/ 

"n!A,GINARY SOL;L~UY OF A UNIV;RSITY GRADUATE.. 1 

"ot all the sins that do deoide 
The place we go to when we, die 
The 1rQl'st of all is wioked pride 
And ne one knows the reason why." ',,", 

, .. ""'~-~~. 
-... I ...... 0 I 

- , ,~ -;:;' 8 ~ ... r;.;; .... 8 . 
Those word., by th«)ughtful peet penned,., .,<:1 til O,<:1;;:!z bJJ ::;! 

, 1 .~~ ..... r;.~u~ Are met applioable to me, ' J::l'~"'.~o~z'tlei 
For many know, &: will oontend, i ;;:!~1i ~-;:;t1l'2A' 
That I have eal'!led my high degree. { .... s aoo

+' ~ j' 
(i g1lg~t2gll<~i 

I felt elated, I oonfess, 'It ~:~u'g~ g-o 
1-~~i:i~~ojal2,>=: 

And rilled w1th,pardcuable pride, ~Q:;:;g+, U~·P'o ., 

1 

~ 
I, 

"j 

<: 
I 

When first I dQnne1. my Cap & dress (i:':'g';;"O~~~~~1"', 
Where Learning's lofty ball. abide. l,,;·~·~.§,,"~B->-,.§ } 

. ,e; '"d. ~..o-l ~ 0 C,) ~ t 
.cjr...cdo'~·::::'-'b.O ~ 

yes, I am gratified &: proud, •. ~ *~~ ~~ g~.§ t 
And feigned humil! ty .. deory,, c( ,Qc.Hl 0:1<11 bD 

For most of the uaoulturad orowd 
¥ust surely knew the J;eason why. 

Fer seemingl y unending years, 
On Learning! 8 leng'& weary way 
r've struggled (alrooatunto teal's ( 
To aee my"'Gradu~tion Day_ 

Through Win tel" s gloom & Summer's glare I 
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Un.aided by my ki th &: kin. 
Wi th li ttle time & .strength to spare, 
I've studied hard this robe to win. 

:t t ve read of glory that was Rome l s 
J;n llands & periods afar, 
Ana studied economio tomes 
~o learn why things are _ a8 they are. 

While ethers kicked elusive balls 
,4.01'OSP the verdant, level fields, (17 

I strove to reap, where WisdQm oalls 
The frui t the Tree of Knowledge yei ids .. 

A1 though 1 weat my oap' & gown 
Wi th hone~t, flrmly-fou~ded pride, 
I do net with oontempt look down 
9n all untu tared men beside. 

~d not alone for wealth & fame 
lhd I become an undergradj 
My t~irsty milld was' filled. wi th sham." 
Arid ignoranoe had made ~IU~X:iHl me sad. 

I wished to soale the gfeiteat"height 
To which my late1leot oould olilllb 
To f.ous rays ef mental light 
Vpoa the universe sublime. 

I leged to search the bQundless space 
~ereln resplendent oomets run, 
And, by the aid .! Soi enoe, traoe 
What 11e8 beyond th~ farthest SUR. 

r yearned tG SGund abysmal a.eeps, 
~ith plummet e! en11ght~ed mind. 
Where stubborn, si lent Nature keeps 
Her secrets hidden frem mankind. 
... '"\ 

I 80ught t& see the primal SQurce 
And natul' e --hi therto oeno ealed. -
Of power, energy, or ferce 
Te whioh substantial things must yiel~. 

I wi 8hed to k now whence 0.81'110 ball. 
Bernbard the Earth.& why indeed 
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Each undetected shower falls 
Wi th un1magined. ~f!)roe & speed. 

To rede these riddle s ati 11 I se ek: 
Why creatures live,& whytsucoumb ? U~XI:t:iU«rliJ) 

Wby noble Reasen does not speak 
When geds &: angels all are dumb? 

Was ev' %1 spinni ng pla.net sent 
Ar0und its sun's enGrmous ball 
To hasten some IIdi vine 'even til , 
Or is there nG ~e.ign at all 1 

18 N atul"e but a vast Itaohine 
Without beginning. end. er course 
An entity that'a alwaY8 been? 
0fXliXl!JI~XiiX'liI~XI1Xi1I~1 
Like endless time, &: spaoe, &: force? 

How long did primal O.SMoS reat 
Ere mighty orbs began te move 
And sOintillate, at the behest 
Of pewer, in its er.b1 t' s groove 1 

My mind. ia hungry & athirst 
Te asoertain the rea.en why 
Some stellar body, was the first 
To d.art &01'088 the beUlldless sky. 

Now new horizons stretch afar 
ARd bright auroras flash &: glow, 
But alps ,of d.ifficulties bar 
Aocess t. truths I long tit knG"_ 

I I 11 let n.e DlUndQe fGea ciefeat 
T~e men tal troepII that I commana 
Un ti I I eo_up y the seat 
Of highest learning in the lana. 

! 

The key of knewledge that I hell' 
Shall.pen widely Wisdom's gate, 
Revealing fielda fDf mOJlt,,1 geld 
Fol' my. enrioament ao.n ex late. 

My future time aaall thercs 'be spent 
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With ple&8Ul"e, f&r perhaps I'll 
By industry er aooident, 
The ne plua ultra of my mind. 

find, 

This world. is full ef seorets still: 
Great problema vex the wi sest brain, 
But I may oultiTate the skill 
Te mak~ their answers olear & plain. 

Like bolli Oolumbus, I way wing 
My way aoross unoharted seas 
Ana thence- a panacea bring 
Fer neetile.s warfare &: disease. 

With all the strength that I possess 
I ahall eudeav.ul' still to find 
Seme fact .r foroe <iesigned" to bless, 
But net to curse, all huMankind." 

Like Lawsen th~ugh m1 sunderstGod. 
By or1 ticl whe may carp & fr.WIl, 
"I'll try te do the world seme good 
~efol'e (at last )"1 tumble d.e1m ll • 

The Perfect Era,l.al.'lg feretel4i 
? y prophet &: peetio sage, 
Has net appeared, for Lust for Gold. 
Still srut. upen tae earthly stage. 

L 1 ke Me.e. e& the quakillg peak 
Of S1aal, I fain nulrt stand 
Te ShOlf the ignerant & weak 
The· way to" reach the pre.ised Land .. 

I ally su"eed, though others f&.i1~i, 
In ridding Ea.l'th of' wam.t & .in 
Anf! evils that haTe lellg preVailed, 
The Golrien Age t61 usher in; 

New navies sa1l the seven seas; 
Huge armies practise U art. to kill 
With b..1.11et., gaa, & Vile ciisease 
Rega:rti1ess ttf the peeP leB' will. 

~17J 
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But men may r1ae, aGme eons hence, 
Above all mental mi'Qts:&: 0 INS, 
Wi th energy ef min' immense, 
,And in attain.en ts be as god. •• 

Alas 1 These fanoie8,wide &: wll.11i, 
Are oreatures of my heated brain 
I n learning I am but a ohil. 
And. suoh I ever may remain.' 

The wiaest men that Earth oan ahow 
Are like lost children in a woo«, 
For few are faets the Bages loael"", 
And fewer still thole unaersteot. 

HIgh self-esteem geod. Sense ferb1a8; 
Nor shoult self-adulation orGW 
In view of countless pyrami!1s 
Of faots whioh .en may never kn01fo 

H enoe prid.e of leaning i. 'l,lIllfi se, 
And soholars shaull net be ad.red 
WAile Wisdom's Him1layas rise 
On oentinents .till uneXplored. 

Earth' a brightest soul" who strive to steep 
Their minas in learning that they leve, 
Resemble fiahes in the d.eep . 
Wlllo knOlt' naught ef the sun ab.ve. 

The universe i. high &: wiae, 
Anci its prCDfundi t1 ea are deep -
Beyona, the reuh e1 huma."1. pride, 
Sinoe "llfe i8 rounded by a sleep". 

We shoUld net , wi th disdain, loek -: dewn 
On those whoae mental lights are dim, 
Fer eminent pretessers trom 
Because theykn ... net how to swim.! 

It's net t. learn what fOGls men are 
That weighty volumes fill my shelf, 
But ju~t ,to fina(my priae te mar) 
How ign0rant I all myself. 

Some future 4ay all war shall oease 
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And Learning shall d.e nations goGd.: 
Wi se men shall dwell wi th Joy & peac e 
In univeraal bretherheoa. 

Till then, like divers, men must grope 
Where lIental d.arkness makes them bUnd, 
Anci., filleG. with lave ef learning ,hOpe 
Bright pearls of knowledge yet to find. 

At laat, beytJnd Death's ohilly t1 d e, A1".~.I.~ 
Mallkind may treac; 1fh~e angels tred, :Ie A~~;-Tr-~_ ~ 
And. freed frem sin & baseles8pxide, :;, 1-1. #~ 
Dwe11 everlast~ngly w1 th God 1 ;2 ~ .j{t-t;;.tL.· 

Wea. June 5, 1946.To-day we Beoeived this from Art:

II 196 I llawar rs. Road, Marrickville, dunday. 
Dear Fo lk., I am wri ting this from a chair 1n the sun., 
bence,the pencil. Thew3ather should clear Dad! scold 
if 1t is still hll~XIfi.lingering on.We hope, of course 
ed leng before this. We hope too, that your trip h~me Wi 
And that Mum' fJ legdldIl't avhe too badly. 
And the phetGKt1, we thin:jc, are pretty good., Your CQ

Py is enolosed • If we send one to the rest of the 
orowd it will look to muoh like skite; but wet II ~ 
send any!'!f them' mob a copy on request", buckshe<;. 
gratis, & for nQthing~ You oan tell I em ~o. F1€J wI'" 
ote to us the ether day: she seems to be 'in good a~ 
p1rirt & health. Mum's slippel'Q are being sent t-
o her in ,a day or t1t1) -.:.. at long last -~ so is Mum ~ 
,h. glove.; We had"te wai t, for your partioular si-
ze. phyllis sends her love.' p s. the ,11tt Ie nip ha 
s her first tooth. (scribbles) -this being intelp-..-.
rete<i. is "love from Dereen". Written by her. \I~." 

Fri. June. 21, 1946. Yesterda'ybI' paid Mrs. Watts 2/
c,Gntrlbutlen to the pensienera' Fund. I get my uGual 
injectien at the ()ut.:.:pat1ents <tent. fr{)m sister MIX 
McCann. At WOl/)lwortb'tli I bougbt a paoket .f f1Qwer 
98e~cl.8 fer Mum. Alae yester4ay we ek I gEDt an inJ eottmIl 
v:: was tol(i that, !By blooa test shewed ann1 mprevemen t 
Pt~ mil11en eorpusclea. Fred has put a new gab,.a:l~ 

l,zefi iren flue above the ga •• ven ~ i 8 ne" Rin 1:' n 
tne ki tchen. He has shifted the i~Bide fIY-d~&r' t~ g 

?; '77 3 
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the Gutsiae ef the back deor.ay. Mum has reoeived a 
letter from FlGrenoe cenoerniag her return from Nyn
gan .n the 12th of next July. Yesterday I received 
thefoll'~'Ning letter from Mrs. Webster :-

1115 Greenfieltl Terraoe,PGrtreath, nr Redruth, .Cern.~ 
walL ( May 7, 1946.) 
Dear Mr. &: Mrs. Cocking,Set pleased te get yaur letter; 
I b3.ve 2' to answer new. One oame a tay er to aftel' 
the cthe r. P leased to see yeu were all fai r1y .ell. 
Trust Y0U are the same. Thank' you fer the nioe phe
to of Mrs. Cecking. She i8 leoking well- a180 yeux 
riaughter I\: her hubby &: Ii ttle Bon, all i~H)king '.Jery 
nice. He is a l.vely Ii ttle ohap. Our Fred' Ii boy 
ttaCl is a levely little chap 2 yea.rs 01d, &: Gerald, 
his br~ther, i. 16 this month g poor Fred is net to~ 
gbod, but I thi1ll.k rather better than when I wrete you 
last. our Frank has been dem&bbed 3 weeks new. He 
i s .,ell,~ g~ne qui te stout. Hia nfe has been in b~ed 
a fortnight wi tb a bat throat --the toeter called it 
qui nsy. She has been all weak as a' baby, & JfJyee 1 thei l' 
11 ttle gil'l~ bas bad it as well: she 1s still in bed" 
p 4HiII:r PIA is awful p •• r ly. Doc tor been tG see hi m thi s 
m.rning. He gets down, but feels we~k. He fell dmwn 
a fe,v weeks a.ge & has net been himself sip-ee, but I 
am h~ping ne will SGen pick up agaia. He start~i t@ 
bring away bloGd, but that has stopped, so I trust 
he seen wi 11 be hi_self again. He aellds 'kind r em era
Grance to you & thanks yrJu f.1' your papers yeu .e k 
kindly eenj. ue. He do 8S a lot of r eadi ng & lle fiRcl.s 
them very gGod. I hear theY're going to start .a 
the water aeheme fer Saiat Da~. t last, but there is 
a l.t af fuss eVer it aa theyi~e taking the water 
from Redruth, & ae'rle say if they dl) Redl'uth nIl .. 
gfil shorter this SUWler, &: they're .hert eneugla nliw. 
I ullllerstOK always that there wa.s plenty en()ugh wa
tel' at Vegue Hill,Juat unm.el' st. Day. It seems to 
me they de _at things up a1a.e-aolm , for we hali mil
Ilona of gall_ns ef spring water running t. waste 
every tay beret' & yet they breugbt ReQl'uth water he--
re) &: 1 t' 8 n!Dt near so g •• d., & mixed wi th .ure,inllt
ead .f h~ving a larger reaerv_ir.· Our was to. srnall 
to contain all the l.vely spring water. So it ClOst 
a lot more than the re8e~.ir te pipe it fr.m Redruth. 
But still they carried it Gut, & we havec'tQ pay a 1 
larger rate all our lifetime to pay fori t. That's 
tbe way the e.,ul1c1llers lilD the1 r work ~ it makes yeu 
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eil3k. Anyway. the Labeur part are making grand. im-
preTementa fsr the people-- that'!! the working 01·3.8B-= 
the rioh den't llke it, &: tlley're Ii.ing all they oan 
ts upset them, it seem. t. ue. I am glaa to tell 
yeu I11Y treuble ha.s ended. ; my ankles have healed up 
grand nQw. L$oking ffl)rward to a gOGo. Summer : it 
has starte4i; the weather i8 levely & PQrtreath le 
c r0wde«. The xc.ms art! all let at the ho tel.~ all the 
priyate bouse. everywhere. Our beaoh &: the hilla al'e 
l.velyjust now. Spring flewera everywhere -- primr~ses 

!-: bluebells, & then the foliage. Ne frult t thollgh, a9 

yell have out there. We have a niee let of bla.ck C,.J,r
rants &: gso8eberri ea & rasp berri es o,.ming al~ng,. 
QUI' girl, are fine. Kathleen has gene t~ live ~ith 
her pe.ple at Truro •. He ia made a Dean at the cathea-
ral. She likes it very well Be far. Myra has g~ne 
dawn to the Bea front t. help in t~e tea-xG$m$e 
QuI' neighbeur hall ene,& s11e lets Myra help me when
ever I need. her helle tilt ... anything here) as I den't 
want my legs ts get bad again wi th te& much star:ilHng~ 
I Alive wri tten again te my c8Usin yeu so kindly fe
u.nd fer me. He haa net wr1 tten fer a long time n~'!f-= 
mere than 12 menths. I wrote him 2 letters; no ana·-
wer as yet. New tear friend, I 1lI..l8t cle.e wi th 
kind.eat regards tEl yeu & Mrs. Cooking &: all the fQ.m~ 
i ly. Y"uxs sinoerely Harry & Emmie webster,,» 

Fxi.June 21, contlnued o 

We AaTe reQelved this letter fr.m Walt~:r:-

11159 Gregory Te rrace, Brisbane, 17-6-46. Dea.r Fo I'.:: s, 
It i 8 alrtlf,.t amen thsinoe I wrete,. s. thie let tel' 
i 8 .yerclue. Dttubtless r-u real1.edthat becau!1e ef 
my jumping about from place to place over the last 
few weeks, but ne", I am back in my olt 16 x 16raQ:t1J, 
again &: am just wri ting thi8 befere going out t~ It. 
day'a g~lf.. My week-enci trip t. Sydney waa n9tt 
o41nolusi Te ina. far as any actual pesi tion was CiJ.fi

cerne41, but in vi ew of the· faet that' the seniex Mech
anical Engineer ' 8 jebs were atvertiaet in several 
S tate. I wan tea t. feel the pulse .r thinglil 1 n S yd= 
'1ey t a1 th()ugh the Beni.r j eb there i. alread y gl ven 
tG 1jhe oi.ap who Aas had.. it fer may yeaI's,but "hill iii 
.. ue t. retire in a few years1 time,! had. Dr.fi table 
tal', a wi th the hea.athere & haTe n.w applied fer v 
variaus j.bs there, se my trip wasn't wastea. 
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I returned. to Brisbane en Sun.<iay night, 20th? May,& 
9n the following Weaneeday morning went en t. T~wn. 
viII e. After vari Gua inspectiens I was able to speaf! 
the ft/ll.wing week en .. very enjoyably at Arealllla, Ma.g
netic I sIan ... Here I had. a oomfertable, hu.t, &: the 
water was perfeot fer swimming. On Mond.ay merninng, 
3rd IIf June, anether ohap & I went eut to Olenourry, 
which was my first trip int0 the West. The going waB 
very Il18notctneus ever limi tIes s grasS,y pI &ins,& the 
pl~ce itself prevea unattractive, partioularly aa a 
bi ting 081 .. winS. was bkewing,. . After looking chi e= 
f1 y at pumping plant we get away again en Tuestay &: 
slept the night in a real eut-baek country pub at 
T~rren8 oreek:, where there was ,ioe en the greu.nt the 
previous morning, &: where we nftver suooeeded. in get
tlng warm .. Townsville weathery/aB beautiful by 08m
parisen, & I l •• ked. at several ether jobs there en 
the Wedne8~ay afterndin & Thursaay. At 8-5 a.me on 
the F ritay merning I left (for ?) TQWTlSvi lIe en the 
rail motor ~ hat a fairly slew, but but net unintere-

sting ririe through Ayr, Heme Hill &: Bewen to pre
:aerpine,where I arrtveli at 4-30 p.M. 
I was fortunate in leeating a bfulkj,ng agency,&: as a 
result ef ha3ty arrangements I was able te spend last 
week-ent! at South Melle I slana, whioh is one of the 
Whi tsunday gr41Jup & about 2 houre IOU t from preserpine. 
Here I had. an enJeyable 3 &aye ( Monday being Vie,te
r y Day holld.a.y), but I aotually pref er Magnetic I Bl~ 
and, a s Scuth MGl1e is very mountain0us &: t'bere is 
only a. very oonfined area en whioh the whole" 11 fe .f .....a 
the islancitakes place. Tuesday was spent on iftspe- 4IIIIIr 
ottens at Gunyarra experimental statiGu near preser-
'Oi ne, &: on Wednesday merning I get up early t. 0& tcb 
'the Bri sbanemail at 3-15 a. m., &: em which I trave;;.. 
11 ed as far as Makay, which p lace I had 'been unous / 
ta see Nor was I elisappGinted, for it 1s a very ni-
ce tc>wn & compares very favourably wi th any other f 
favc»uri tea - Bundaberg &: TOful0.mba. This 1s the pri
nCipal cane farming area in Queensland & is therefore 
a very prosperous t.wri, as oane 1 s always a gC)GlIi pa-
ylng proposi tiea. My nerthern taur was at last over, 
so I returned to Brisbane on Wed-nesaay night &: have 
since been .picking up the threalis in the effiee .here. 
Your letter also the "Review" chased me to Townsv
ille,for which Ilany tllanks • Evidently Nyngan isn't 
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very pouular with any.f the family, pa.rticularly as 
Free. after months in the islands, oenais.ers it 11.
utba~kft. I still haven' treoeiveEi the bill for th= 
o se shirts fr&m Fl.. EVici.en tly she's go t tl'U} muc h 
m~ney. This seems all the news for now, but I 
hepe n.t t. be •• l.ng in writing ,~u next time. 
Hepe yeu are all keeping well in the four southern 
heuseholfis. Mon.ey order for £.5 enol.sed. "~ale \I 

I received. a cheque for 7/6 from Mrs. Williams last 
Thursday.I visited GeCDrge Sheldon's seoond.wife, 
Edie on my way home •. 

Tues. July 2, 1946., Last Thur. I got my injection froiil 
dster McOa.nn. Last bun. night,Frecl left by midnight 
train for Armidale wfth Bdrt Uaoking to start pain.t~ 
ing the girls' livin~quarters there. We received 
the following letter from Gladys some days ago:-

-"1st Avenue, Warrawong,.Tune 20th, 1946. Dear Mum & Dad, 
Yes, here it is at last ~ We hope you are both well. 
We don't blame you for not coming down when you were 
in Sydney, in faot we didn't thinkyou would have. gone 
to Sydney when the weather was so bad. The weather is 
terri ble hereto-day;i t' s blowing & raining & very cold; j 
in fact I haven't. been wafm all day. Jaok sold hi 8 

Cal', & doesn't he mies it 1; he's running around everywh= 
ere trying to buy alu~ther ene. We pa:id for the b10= 
ck of land next door wi th the money ; we made sure it 

.~ wouldn' t ~et spent on other thinibs. 
I've been having my teeth out: I'll get the laet 3 
out next Wedneeday. I'm under the doctor again with 
my nerYes & low blf)od-p~e ssure. I haven It, been too 
well for a long time.,but I'm feeling a lit.tle be-tte:r 
no.". ~Tack t: t~e chi Idren are all well. C.heeric to 'lou. 
both, also Itt)v~ to the rest of the folk. Froill Gln:i~ 
XXXXX." 

tiun. Ju·ly 21, 1946 I have fin1 shed reading the bo~)k en ti 1 

l~ "Electrici tyll, by Robert'M. Fergu.son) Ph. D. of the 
idinburgjr Insti tution. I twas pJ;'inted by Cha.m.bers in 
1.·866. We are expec tingFlor enoe to arrive here wi th 
Roi?~.;rt to-morrow, as Rev. Mr. Brand is to bring them 
& J1.T.s. Brand by Car from Nynga..'r'l. During vthe last 3 weeks 

I haite had 3 inj eotioris at the hospi tal. Last Thu-
rsday I went to Williams' place & Miss Williamm g .... 

~17'7 
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gave me a Gardeners' l$dge Cheque for 10/-. Mum h-
9;s :recei ved the IjSlofollom,ng letter from ~rsX~II a. 
~liza Morris:- . ~ 
II 

"14.0 William st .. Earlwood,July 3,1946. Dear Mary, 
Jl y word f what a pleasant aul"pr-186 it was the aay 
you oalled to see ue.It was really nice"', I thought 
YO'l looked just the same -- a bi t older 'of course--
but well; & Mr. Cooking lC)oke4 better than when I saw 
him last. It was nice of Arthur te bring yGual"0und. 
J do hOne your family are all well. Where is Fred? 
:r 8 he s·ti 11 in the arlaY? We had a. Ie tter from our 
boy yesterd.a.y: he said he was real well; & that was 
good,tion't you think 1. How are FI.rrie &: her t'am.ily 7 
You w:lll be happy wheneverythiI}g is all right again .. 
I am sorry to tell both Maggie & Bill have been sioko 

pi.11 !faa in bed,. but is much better &. i8 up &: . at work, 
but is nllt the' best, but getting better .Maggiedcm' t 
sleep, & always feels tired • ..,1 think there is something 
wrong when you dan't sleep_ All sor.ts .. of things go thr
ough your mind while 1&\1 are"ln bed.. hat is the weather 
like ~ur way? My, it'" oald this .. w~y & ,.as cold as 
poor old Li thgow. They.have had a let of snow this year .. 
Eva ea1Gi 1 t i avery Gelt!. Her eldest girl fell &: broke he 
:r a:rm) but is getting on all right: she came dcnm & 
sang over 2 C H one Saturday m<orniugShe sa.Tlg very nl0 eo 
she will be 11 years aId en the 23rd ef this month .. 
Well) Mary, what dm you think abqut all the treuble there 
is in this fair land.f ours? .l!iverything i8 real up
set,what with theelectrte light &: the gas & all this 
big trouble in Brisbane., The people d.Gn't know where 
they are. Trusting all will soon be €Iver & all goes 
well. Well, new, I d0 ,hOpe -you had a nice holi(iay 
when you were d$wn, ex: &: everything .all right when 
J"00 got home. I will clese beat love from Maggie .& 
hill & myself your leving .ld. friend E. Morris. 
Hopi ng to h ear from ygU SOGa. Please exouse pap er) 
but I wanted you to get a letter.G1v~our leve til 
your dear partner. Ta ta 1 I do miss my poor old p
artner4 God took him horne. to 1'e st; bless him. Please 
eXCU8e mistakes X." . 
We haTe alsQ received. the 2' fGl19wing lettel'sfrG,.m 
Flllxenoe:- '.. r nat 
liNyngan 17-7-46. Dear Mum & Dad,I hope you we e 

. 
I 
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t0G ~i.appeinted about the pGstpenement Qf our tr1p~ 
Judgeing by the reports we kave had about travilling 
on this line 81nce.tbe'reduee4 train aerviGe began, 
we are very ltlcky to be going over by ear. The trans 
only leave 3 times weekly,&: 'they are pretty paoked 
after they leaYo Dubhe. This new arrangement is good 
beo au Ie i t ,,111 m.ean all d.ay t rave llln,. I d.en' t kn·:)w 
yet what, tille Mr. Brand in tends leaVing Hill here, 
but I taink that w, will arrive there about evening 
on Men4.y. I f Yr.. Bra..'1.d &: the 2 k1ddi es d. go (I 
think .. hen 11 if she oan finei aQoGmladatlon for tM 
night) it willmean . that we w11l be later making It 

start I suppose. . When a big ear,pulled up here a
bcmt an hOll~ age I thGught it was the Branda ( she 
laid she would oome over one aftern~n this week) 
instead it was Steele'l car with Valerie, Bill, & 
HI's .. Steele. It ia Valerie's annual holldaya,& she 
arriTedto-aay& is lookip.g up all'of her old frlenda 
befere going out to the bush to stay wi th the st~e
lea for a Couple of week.. ,I don't know wheth~.l' 
y~u under8t0Gd ever the pbGne that Bi 11 soon wGll t 
have te visit Bourke. He 18 trying this week to get 
a man to take hi. place there, &: if he does get Gl¥'e 
he will 8 •• n have hls run altered to Waxran & Nev
ertire &: of course De here in Nynga.-i 8.1 ternate we
ek.. H A live wire" UU thttooss wr~te that he ..., 
uta Bill t~ get for. the jOQ. The only' llpDli9ant 
he Aas haci from here' fet tae JOG 1s .ld Charlle 
0' Rielly whtl is pretty old. &: very sle". He i8 the 
eX-!Ila~y of the tltwn.& is apGut 68; so I am afrat';' 
he WGutt get the JeD., I,aad a let af visitors la
st we~k e.111J1g t. ace fl.e Defere I 1fe~t, but, like 
0l4. P~tiffy" Vauian, I a- .tillb~e.. Mr. Brand .-yt,t 
saYI,that t~ing.e eTel' il all part .1 hil. work 
but .e GU' t help thinking what a wGnd.erfulchap k 
is&. what a pod. fr1enx he la te ua. I hOpe y.u w 
won.ft t werry Mother t if I ask lUm or them in to 1:tiI!!a; 
but I DuM iike te aft~r him makingthi8 long t:rip 
for me. Don't iuss-- he has geen aere for meals, aD 
he is no~ oyer fussy. The next day (Tuesday) he 
wi 11 travel to Sydney to see hi 8 father who 1 s not 
very well. He intenas staying the night wita Smiths 
or at the Methoiii st parsonage. 
Valerie ga",. Robert a bowl of salted peal'luts "'~ h~ 
l~~en~ tBl~fnd you some in tjis letter; so i I 
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1 tis me who is mad in, the house. He is looking 
forwarci to seeing you all a,a1~, &: sa.ys he is going 
to 'be a very cood boy over taere, but, as he tells 
me, he "cant be gaoa all the time. I It's been oold 
~\-- win try here to-day, &: we (Robert &: I ) have been 
s.i tting in front of the fire all the afternoon. Mr. 
Brand just rang to say that everything is set for 
the trip, & we will be leaving at 5 a.m. on Monday 
at the latest. He says about 10 or 12 hours sho-
uld do the trip. He says that Mrs. Brand will go.&: 
1 f she (111..'1' t get a bed at 8mi th' s' ( thi s Lis to you() 
I'll sleep on the lounge for the n~ght) &: she oan 
have my bed,that is,of course if you are agreeable. 
Anyhew it is lovely to know that we nIl travel in 
comfort & be there alDout 3 p. m. or 5 p. m. if hi s 
reckoning is right. They may go straight on to S 
Smith's for tea; so don't oook a hot tea especially 
for them. I'll bring sQme tinned s~lff over that 
perhaps you c'an't get there. Well,cheerio. I'll get 
do wn &: post thi 8 so that you will get it before the 
week enli.Love, Florence." , 

Florenoe's other letter ~s as f~llo'Jt's:-

liN yngan 17-7-46. Dear Mother, I have just been to the 
post office to post a letter to you &: have collected 
yours, ~ now at ho:n~ when I read 1 t 1 t seems that 
you are WOl" rying your hea.<i off about next Monday, 
I think that I have explained everyth1n, in the pr
evious letter, but one question you asle is 1sB!ll 
coming? No,. he wi 11 be back in Nyngan & starting 
work that day. Don t t worry. I am sorry if comini 
this way 1s going to upset you. I 'hate to have to 
put you to any·trGu'ole,& I wouldn't 1f 1 t cQuldbe 
avoided.. As I said in, the previous letter,don' t 
oook a hot tea, because i t' s likely that· the Brands 
may go straight· to 8mi th' s after meeting yr.1)u. I' 11 
try to get some eggs &: m~e a cake on S'U.l'lday, & It 11 
get some bi scu! ta. !f you get a bi t extra bread in 
,~c perhaps a couppe of pounds of sausages in <lase 1 t' s 
a cold night. Anyht!>w I'll bring somethin, (spaghetti 
or something) in case you oan' t get the sausages. 
I'll get the meal readywben I.arriTe. It,won't take 
long to voOlc some sausages &: potatoes if theydo stay, 
but don t t go to the troubl. of a baked' dinner, be--
Cause we can l t be sure when we will arrive. As I s-

., 
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said in the ,other letter. Mr. Brand says 10 hours 
travelling, so if we start at 5 a. m. we should be 
there at 3 p.m •• Anyhc)lr, we should be there at 5 
p. m. allowing for stop for dinner. I wi sh ... oould. 
have got a:reliable person in here, beoause~ I am 
a.fraid I am a nuisanoe to a lo.t of people just at 
present by leaving here. Anyhow, if you just get 
a bi t of extra bread., half a loaf ~ 2 lbs of sausa~ 
e s, I I 11 fi x you up when I come. Anything el se I III 
bring myself. Evennif they,don t t stay the meat c~n 

be used the next o.ay. uheerio till Monday. Florence. II 

Sun. July 28, 1946. FlOl'enoe &: Robert aI'ri ved. on the 22nd 
with Mr.~ Mrs. Bran4.~ 11ttlegirl &: baby_ Florence 
has 'bought most of the thin~s she requires, & has met 
dootor Hutohisen ? & made all arran~rnents. TheNobell 
family mCDved intE> the heuse aext d.oor whioh was vaoated b: 
by the palmers, who have moved into their new house at 
Speer's point" Lake 14aoquar 1e., Last Thursday I got an 
injeotion from siste~ McOann. A strong coli westerly 
wind haa been,blonne; about a month&: 1s still going 
strongly. We ezpeoted Fred. to arrive home yesterday, but 
he did not oome. On the 8th inst. we received the 
following letter ,from Fred:-

;.;I 
II mi th House, Armidala, July 7, 1946. Dear Folks, 
r suppose you'Te i)een wai ting for me to. wl'1 te to see 
se~ if it's so terri bly c' cold up here. Well J yesterday 

&: to-day are the only sunny days thel'e've been since 
I' "Ie 'been here,,&: one of the other days a real 11 ttle 
bi t of anow tell,not enough to stay on the ground. 
I was unlucky enough to get a cold. co~ng ~p on the 
train, but it stayed 1n the head, &: is just about bet-
ter now. There was a oamp-stretcher here for me,&: I 
made a straw lllattrass out of hessi an, &: put 3 corn &. 1 
chaff bags on for blanketa,& so I now pave a good warlL bed, 
The other painters here are te,rr~b1e mugs, wi th the excepti! 
of Bert &: the boas, who never works, so it shouldn ' t be 
hard for me to' keep the JOD 1f want to. The other 
fellows batohing here are ee,sy to iet on wi th,& the 
irub 1 s g0od, so 1f it was only a 01 t warmer it would 

" ~e pleasant enough, 'but al it 1s it 1s not too bad. 
Thb jeb here il expected to last until near the end ef th: 

tbiellonth, & so far we don't know where we iO next. 
It 11 do my best to go home for the week-fmd in about 
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This is only 8. note: there ... is IXo need to answer it un
les!; 1 t' I!I necwssuy; :Fred. If 

.. ' 

~ome days ago we reoeived this trom Arthur:-

jt 
! 

.J. 

11196 I 11 awaxr a Road, Marriokv~lle, §unday.' Dear Folks, 
The 11 ttl. nipper (Judi tla) was prett y crook 1 .. t week
end, wt has .~e a r~1d,complete,& happY' reoovery. 
Doreen & phyllis &l'eO.K., &: yours truly.is literally 
in the pink. TO-Dionow night I .. sending you 2 sui ts 
by l"ai 1 to Waratah. They are destined for ""hom they 
mi~ht oonoern", but i'd suggest that the .l'own double
breii.ster might aui t Dai fer wandering al'0und the yard, 

&: th& blue sui t would do hip for ialli van tin;: on the rive: 
l'. nyhow, who i'ets what ... i. up to you blOkes. 
I've'!!hai a.preview of what's to 'come in 8e einr; Charles 1 
Bonaventure packed off to Nerrandera, where he is boarding \ 

.. while hi a wife &: kids. stay Gn in· sydney unti 1 he iets 
them a house down there •. Nearly all the graduates I 
know haTe been treated similarly. One has gone to 
Young, one to J..'urw111umbah,one; to Tumut. You will re
adi 1y und erstand, then, 'that we fear 'ire' 11 be· sen t to a 
oountry high achool,tewn next year at ·the late~t. 
Still, we can't be worried until it happeqs,& perhaps 
no t even then. See you on or about 24th Ui,'1.lst. Love, 
Arthur. tI 

We have alaQ r~,ce1Ved;thefollc)1r1ng from Walter:

"159 Gregory Terrace,Bris'J!)ane, 21-7-46. Dear Folks, 
we are now baok in a o:l,T111sed.cOlBUnity here after 
the end of the atrik(iJ last week ,& it'.I oertainly mu
oh more pleasant to De:able to havebe1r shower,eat 
wi thout the use of a oand1e, & to stay,up at,ter nine 
o'cack at night. Otherwiae nothing of importanoe has 
happened since my last letter ,nor haa there been my 
news about the newJGb., Ia the meantime I'm still bu
sily en~aged in the, recondi t1Gning of my . fum! tuxe,.!.: 
I Illuat &lay i.t i8 oomilli on pretty well. Next week L'11 
have to leave it alone, thouih, Because It Ul goine for a 
telll' in my 11 ttl. DepT. prefeot sedan through TOOlfOGIlCa, 
Warwiok, stanthorpe,&: Wallangarra. It.,rather lookinr; .~ 
fo'xward to ~he run, except for the fa9.t of the cold we
ather but I'll be able to take plenty of olothes,&s 
I'v~ got the oar to myself. The Jeb 1. to inSpec~ the 
varlous military establ1 ebments & assess the estlliat eci 
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ne.t of annual eperatip,n &: Ilaint,en~ce ofmedhanical 
plant.on each of tbea.Th1s will 'k'eep rtepretty busy un1 
until the week-end ,at least. 1, aee that Flo is due 
home to-illorrow. Greetings, F1G. I don't wri te directly 
to you, but sUppes l&m fO,nards ay letters on • or at 
leaat e,.xtracts ocoasianly. 1(y reiards to Bill &: young 
Re.be tOG- he" ia he 1. Bill will eVidently have to do 
the 'ba.ehelers', act acain for, a while. I iUght ea~11y see 
you rAy.elf ,"befere Y')U gO,back. Thanks for the photo, 
Mua-- 1t was a ,ood likeness ~f you all,& I recoji;nized 
the cui ld.1ng behind you ,ti oae 1n ."hioh I t)ftce did. lit 
yentilation design. Thaaks a1.0 fer the paper. which 
are coaiai to hand. I t has .ocurred te me that one of ~ 
you lUibt lik e a ho11day up hereinet that 1 t' iii r&"..10h of a li 
place but if ao let ae know. &. I th1Ak: I oould. fix you 
up ali r1,bt as there'. a apar,~ bed in my room • Unfo= 
rtunately I don't th1~k it' a any warmer here at the naOl'1e;J 

nt, but itt~ been a,reoord cold winter & must surely 
staxt to warm up soon. It ta aorry Ididn t ,t get out to see 
Art & hi. wonder kid, wh~n I waa ~1ffi reoently, butas 
tille" was 80 ahort & he was, not en the phene I hesi-
tated to aend Aim a wi re for fear I I d keep him at he-
me from hi. other er:gagementa. Any~ow 1 they'll both 
surely be Detter atill when I d9 see thea &iain. 
How aeout Daphne? I Iil abe yet at the Teaching Col-
lege, or did. ahe pu~ ou~ ? . I take 1 ~ that all J-
oe t a crowd are well i &: if I'. any r;ue&& he'11 .e aU •• ~ 
i~~ the old Ford by now. I~'.'hard to,app~eciatea 
ear until you have to do wi t~out one. At least that' ~ 

·how I find it here whenever mine' a in dock. How 
lOfti i. Fred to be in Araidale 1, I aasUa! it' • only 
temporary job there &: he'll move to sOlie other place 
soon. Glad. to know you {Ll'e all well as I _ am. I f none 
of you want tooo.e Up for a holiday you, could .~ tion , 
1 t to Johnny Roee, who m1i:ht like to come. Olleerlo. Wale I. 

Fri •• ug.9. 1946. Yesterda.y we~ I iOt an injeCtion from sis 
tel' M8Cann,8:, afterwards went to the big; hospi tal & had a 
oi" of "ri" taken eft IIY lett (blind) eye by youni do-
tator Roberta. Yeaterclay I went in aiain to tlle out-pat! ent e 
depart.en" Ie got an 1nJ ection from sister KoCann. At t), 

Ash's shop I bm.!iht a 3/16 square ended drill for 2/3. Thepol 
-.colet westerly wind has oeased to blOW,& the dar 19 nice 
Ie WarJa. Douglas OOCk1ni oue last niiht Ie tOld F leren-
oe that his ear 1s for 8ale for 50 pounds. We have received 
this letter from Gladys:-
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It 1st avenue

l 
warrawong, We4aesday. Dear 14UII, I suppose you tr 

think ",e haa. foriOtten you, I've had.--t,he flu, " J.ack b9. 
d it over the, week-end. He was in bed on Monday. but a- ,L 

tarted work on Tuesday. We are p-leased to hear -that bo-
th you' Dad are keep1ni wellS Jaok bouiht a square-
tOp "Chrysler" sddan car in - ydney 3 weelC"8 -ago. He 00-
uldn t t do without onei he ~one nothing out lIoan for tbe 
3 weeka he was w1 thou~OIle" There' ano new. down her Ee 
to- apeak, 80 It 11 say pOd pye to you all. )'rom Jack, 
the children, al.~ ",ysel!. It'm' in a hurry to get :t~. 
bue to :port Kembla, so ta ta • W111 all I1Y love.- Glad .. 
:xxxxx. 01 -

AlsO this from Walter:-
5159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane 5-8-46.' Dear Folks, 
1aee ray last letter I have fInished the little tour 

l' men~'ned J that is' down to Wallangura thrOui;h 
Toolfoomba, Warwiok, stan thorpe &: qui te enjoyed myself 
too. I left hd-re on the Tue~ay, lIomin~ before last,& 
returz:.ed to Brisbane last JIonday~- The oountry is terr
i $ly dry ~ r.ather 1n oontrast-with what it was when 
lium ~ Dad oame throuib that -way wi th Ill. on the way up 
here.' Wallancar,ra DlU~t. surely be the moat unintereat-
1n~ place in Australia.~ - juat 2 old puba &: a ahOp in 
the IIidst of a tumble-down town set amid arid bou1.der 
country. I eTen had to go on over a oorrugated road 
to Tenterfield to iet a bed-for the ni;;ht. The road 
all the way to Wallangarra from Brisbane was perfect. 
though. &: I wa. able to spend the intervenin~ week-
ent in Wal'ldok. Joefeedina; he~? perhaps shet a p1-
nlai for another car, ,yet sh.e _100. 80 flUch .tron~~r' 
hea.lthier nowadays compared 111 th a few years ap. _ 
I iiUppGae that Fred 1s hame Iliain, & that With FIe &: R 
Robbe alao thelie you have pretty f\?ll house. _I assu;" 
me'that everyone e18e 1. well &: that Chip' s lSI new boat 
is well iunder way by n01f. 1noidental:r:y, Chip, don.' t 
forget to sell that suit of mine if anybody wanta it, 
w11l you? Was ilad to get your note, Flo.,& was ho
p!.n~ tha.t you would. at last tell me how ~oh lowe you 
on thoQe shirts you.o kindly sent me.. Tbanks very 
muoh for your efforts, & don't be afraid to sting me
- I think 1'11 De &018 to afford. ~ t. Hepe you Doth en-
4:g y your st~yat home -- Myroc)la 'is at!'ll improvinr; 11'1 th 
~ t applioatio"n plenty of eneri;Y & a few bright 1d&*> 
as. Still no new" about the new Jobs, so sUppose I mi .... 
ght as well oarry on in-the -meantime.' 
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~1nce the ujor overhaul _ -7 oar 1 t was never all ri
ght & none of the eXperts here could. fatholl the trou:~l~. 
He"~T.r, whilst I was away last week they palled the m 
aotor down aiain &: foud the Talv. t1l11n i: wroug. Now 
there 18 a rella.rka'ble 1~reT.Jlel\t & Lt'. a pleasure to 
do ri'lf ('; 80 - you t 11. •• able te- enJ • ., soaetb1Di of it tl e
ver I'll able to iet i" baek en Mal t1ud Road again. 
Jcbnny Roee sent ae a letter Iaat Thursday 1n bis usual 
bree y aty1e. He ean't co •• Up .ere ,ai tbe !IOlIeut, but 
1s 0~V1ously iaterested in the idea. He would be ',If1 se 
to oome in ti •• for the exhib1tion here next week. I 
haTe been able tGorder an Atrlone "Cub" radle, fez my 

. room fr.m Sydney at £ 16-17-6, les~ 40 ,per oent,throu,h the good offices of a friend dQwn there,& ali locklni: 
forward to cettine 1 t any Elay now. Oheer10. VIal." 

Sat.Oct.26, 1946, Yestextay afternoon Florenoe' saecont 
baby -- a girl --was Born at the Kater hOSpital,Waratah. 
MUill, Jose,&: Ivy went eve:r to see them, but was nl'!)t per-

;ai tte4. to see tae balty • .t:ifDth Fl.ren~e &: the ba.'by are well .. 
Siaoe my" last entry in this "~ary I ha~e ad. a lot of tl'-
9u.l. With my left (blind) eye •• Shortly after doot~~ F~= 
berte took the gri t," off my eye GlootOl' price examined 1 t 
& , later, took an ull3er eff my eye. at hie S'IJ.l'gery in 
Bolton street. He dill not cnarge anythin, for his treatment. 
My eye is now almost back to norllal. Mr. Frith,seniol' the 
shepkeep9z,4i.iea. reoently & wa"s buried at Sandgate. Last 
Suruiay ~lIert &: I attencied th. holiness meeting of the 
~ig~e( 8 Hill SalTa~ionists ,Ie the chi Idf en , s anniversary 
in the afterneon. I met Ji. Stanbury,Mary &: Gladys Good
win.,Bram Luoas & h1s wife Avelln (nee, Smi th) ,Hal'O Iii Vaughn 1 

Bob Bannister, brother Jack Ie his son Alf,& the oa.ptain of tb 
9orp.s,-Gilhert of New .Lambton. To-day I finished. binding 
the JulY,. AUiuri.n~Ithlmlt*lr.eCopies of the "National Geographic 
Maga.zine • sine my eye became too bad to 

write, we received the following letters from VIal & otbers.: 

"159 Gregory Terrace, Br1sbane, 6-9-46. near Folks, 
ljave Just rec~i Ted a T.er1 interesting letter froll Flo., for 
whioh many thanks. Things her oontinue to be qu1te pl.asant; 
6: Flo. is net far out when she says I haTe a good. jo., yet I 

~ stil:l wish the same job was in Sydney rather then here •. Last 
Tuesday I went to Kingaroy in a very nice Ford Mercury car 

'1 to gi va an estimate for the transfer of lew-pressure air 
training chamBers" to Amberley ? TO-!.Iorrow morn1ng I a.m t~.= 
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king 2 of my ehaps in the same e-ar to :Maryborough &: Bunlia
berg & will leave them there to install wood-working 
m aohinery for the Industri a1 Training oentres now ope rating 
at the Teoh. colleges. This should give me ratner an enjoy
able week; so I'm not complalnini, though of oourse life is 
not all plulls. My room 18 -still improTing as a rresult of my 
con t1nued efforts on 0<d4 -oooasion-s. , & it is beooming- the 
envy of several of my' friends. There haa been no sight or 
sound of Johnny Rose sint)e I last. wrote him, rut I'd hardly 
be s~l:rr.)rlsed to find him arrive here with all his worldly 
possessions wrapped in newspapers any day. - -
Unforttmately my letter to Flo. must have crosstd her t s on the 
way. but I'm sure she'll be.able to oash the money-order 
tor the shirts. I was quite oonoerned about Dad's eye, 
bu t re-assured by Flo. &: the fact that it is noW' defini t-
ely improving. You were very well advised to get the best 
of attention for it;'!.: let me know if I oall send you down 
soal! cash for the Dills. Ivy,too, ls eVidently on the 
mend, whiob is a good sign, &: I'm hoping that everyone w
ill .e fighting fi t w1\en I get deW'll there at Christmas or 
sooner. My chanoes of getting a transfer seems to Ge f
adlng again, &: the only sati.sfaotion I can get a.t the mo
ment is that they say I have done my job too we)'l to get 
away. Of course there ls_ nothing definite. 
The lass you speak about, Mum) is Eame Sattle:r~ I heard 
sbe was to get marri.ed, but she may not haye & Ilay still 
be 11 vlng in Kerr street. She was qufte a nioe lass, &: w
ould very like1 y remember you. 
F red seems to be very quiet in his new Job, &. his infr
equent writing contrasts with his good oorreSp~nQ~Qe 
whilst in the islands. You'll have to tune him up about i t\ 
I don't seem to 1I>e hearing anything of the eXplol ts of . 
Joel s or John's familiesnowadays-- or of Chip. Are they 
leading suoh a monotonous existence? How about Daphne? 
I s she a soOOol teaoher, or a ooun tel' Jumper by now? 
Admittedly I(m rather diffident about increaSing_Mum' s 
lettel'-wri tlng, but perhaps an.ther letter froll one of the 
others might mention a few Qf the details. Strictly 
speaking, I suppose that I sh9u14 from time 1;0 time send 
down a few things tyPical of ""ueenslancl. yet, there are so 
few things even worth the wbile-sending wh10b are pecul-
i ar to thi s area or Stat.e. Dev elop men t is det1n1 tely 
baokward here, & .. things are oonsid.erably more interesting 

(x: valuable in the Southern areas. _ I. am sending by sep-
arate package a ou tting tor a. double poinsettia which is 
.q,n exe ell en t qu tting? & which you may oare to try. B1:1'-
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, t
.r~.~' thday greetings for you for to-morrow, Mum, & the hOne 

that you will enjoy many mere happy birthda.ys in tha
fu ture. Che eric for now, All the beet. Wale II 

) THI SIS is from Fred: "stoke Farm, Sun. Aug. 1;~8, 1946. 
I ! SUppose you t~ink that I've f,org'Otten you, but I 
! tnou!!bt that I WQuid' haT€f g~ne home last week-end wi th 

pert: He told me that he'd ei ther ring or wri te,or 
both, so if he did he t 11 haTe told you all about }.,l'rtl.i
e9.1e. I twas oold, but not eo oold. as this place. 
W!A are about 6 miles from Ben' LGlnond &. 8 from Llangoll an., 
whi," let' the only sho-os are in th, aee plaoes, so our °b,r.iJ.lt'l 
supplies must 'be go"t from 'e1 therplaoe. ' We are a 
f(.'l'tunate, as the Oookys ge t us anything we need about 
every second day. The bread 'is usually stale,& meat 
is seldom. we ~t our first yesterday, but rar:bita 
& eggs are in PIn galorej -eo far we 'haTe lived extra 
w,ell, so we ar'$ not bothered. about cru'D. 
! just went outsid'€! for a drink of water. & a few fluffy 
1i ttle ballS of( what one of the other fellows assurei 
rnt:.'! was) sleet w~re falling, 8: he a'ssured- me that when we 
'fake Up in the morning snow_, would be on' the ground. I 
wonder. Just at pI'esent I am sitting in front of a big log 
fire, nearly roasted on one side. 
C hip ~hould ~ by ~ow, hav.e: received a regi stered let t.e:r 
oon talning ) (thlnk 1 t wa.s ) oheques. The amoun t in 
them is what they pay me afte1'deducting £ 1-4-0 in 
tax. Wi th me here are one othe,r painteI', & one carp~ 
p,enter;, all correspondence,inclu<:ling pay, is addressed 
to me.' I wouldn't mind if I got something extra for i t J 

but my cheque this week is the same as last. 
It' El only' a small bui Iding -.:.. one room-~witp. 20 odd kid E 
if they're all here, 'but Qllly 1 turn up eaoh morning; thf,l 
rest e1 ther have,ol' ar~ in con tact wi th,meaeles or Bcab-
i~E:. The teaoher is a decent young bloke Just cut of 
oollege, at the end of last year, & knowing how .AI't liked. 
being ,iii a one-horse school I can "oertainly sympathi se 
with this bloke. This job _willaoout cut out this week
!md, & we have asked for our' next Job, but until next 
,i!edneJ!day _we don't know 'wherei t wilL be. _ Wednesdays 

6: Saturdays axe the only mail days, when someone me~ts 
.. _th~ mailman about 15 miles up the r.oad. Th1 s I don't 
~);neot to be posted until Tuesday when one of the locals 
J. s going into Glen Innes for 'the day. You will understa. 
nd that it I a no use of yo~t answering thi S ,lette:r, as I 

sh\ uld have left here befcre an answer could ~ ...... 

• 1 



196. ' 

Tge teacher lives aoross the road wi th people oalled Bush 
\pronounoed Busb, anyway) who have th-ephone. on; Idon' t 

ph~ 

&~~rJheir number~ but th~ storekeeper in Llangol1an is 
Hodder; & if in emergenoy you wan.ted to ,get in 1) uoh 

touch with me I ~m sure that he'd ring a message through. 
ii, after the week-end & before you knolt' where I am, you 
wan t to get in touoh wi tb me you can find where I am 'by 
ringini M 1612, whioh i8 the Newcaetle office of the 
Department. Before leaving AI'midalethey told'me that 
I had one more iJOb to do up this way, & then I am going 
to Cook 1 sHill •. ' I donJtput a lot of ~aith in it, but 
in about another 6. weeks my free railway-pass home is 
dueQ I would have gone home before coming here, but J t 
hard.l.y seemed worth while to go over 500 miles Just for 
a week-end.. ,. The only things that keep., me in'. the Job 
i g that it is. so ter~ib1y easy & tnat I' have, £, 7-5-0 
a week cUteI' paying, tax, insteaq._ of- working l:i:ke mad 
wi th a boss chasing me up, fo I' liOOU t £. 5-12-0 after'pay
i ng tax in Newcastle. I t II write again wh~n I ~et to 
t.he next place. The ad9-ress here is:- .. 
stoke Farm, via Ben Lomond. > So long. Fred. It 

Tbi s letter is from Wa'l. :- ."'. 
fl159 Gregory Terrace, 26"&$946. Dear Folks, 
I must firs't plead' guilty tooei ng a !eek late_in Wl'i ti~g, 
but I was particularly busy last week, & there was nothing () 
of i~ol'tance to write--about. Ihepe tha.t 'Doth Dad: &: IVy 
are now 0 k again &: that you are ,enjoying:· the C0~paIiy . 
of Robert &: FIe. J ~lso·Art, phiL-&. co who .haye pJ'obably 
now arri vade ,John eVidently felt ~s I always think I ~ cl 
feel withoutacar,&·heshouldget.~ lot of good W?rk 
out of the Chrysler. "I su:g:pose Joe is also feeling the: 
lost, of a Val' sometime~, althougl?- admi ttedly they go 
through a lot of money. llum's conjecture about my'rooll 
must·· surely be wiehful thinking -- qui te a contrast be-
-ewe en the Myola street wedding & the " Know-AIls. .. 
Row young; Cliff· (-Cooki-n,,) isgo-ing -to"f~nanG*-? ·-thing-e 
when he's only 19i8 ~eyond me. I donI t think I've ey~r 
met bim .;..-' "l'hatdoes -he'do -? . 
I wrote to Johnny Rose 'a few weeks ago, but have heaTtd -
nothinir!ur~her 'fromh1m~ 'Theradlo'r--hu"i-n---mY"'X'90't \ 
last year belon~ed.to Reg. DaVid, & he took it to ~ ,)dne 

- -.-.-.--~__ '~"_' ____ "~______ •.. __ - .• __ _~. _____ .... I. 

Y wi th him. The one I now have was sent up by a) .~sS 

t •. 
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friend in sydney, &. she iot a 40 per oent out for me. It 
is an Alrzone Cub & has a nioe tone. I have-made a 8D= 
eCial bracket for it near my bed, & have had anew sw~ 
i tor. installed near it. A fOl'tnlght ago I spent the 
week-end down at Oorrumbin &. renewed many old acquain
tances. Also did some enjoyable sun'baking. & sWimming. 
& drove down through Ooolongatta &. Tweed Heads for a 
few miles. . The following week wae a very busy one in 
the life of Brisbane,· a.s the first post-wax Exhibition 
was held. for 7 daye, & attracted record orowd crowd s. 
We had 1 t daye holida.y for the ocoasion, & I spent one 
a.fternoon & eTenini fully interested in the Vari01.1S 
exbiDits, without worrying about the ring eTents. Tbe 
various agricultural displays· . were very creditaGle 
eonaidering the unprecedented drou&;ht conditione now 
ex1.ting here. We h.ave Been rather lllOre 'busy io the 
offioe lately,& I am trying to complete my estimates 

fo.n annual aaintenance on meohanical plant for pel'ffip 
an en t ad 11 tary inatallatioRS. 
We are havin~ aome excellent weather now after O\~ record 
cold wintel',&: everything 1n general is going fine. Sti 11 
n~ news of my possible transfer from here, though. 
Next week-(;;nd about a dozen of·ue intend going to Bribie 
Island & do a b1 t of f1 shing. all of .,.tlil.e fellows al' e from 
the local Y. M. & we st~ at Norm Ba.tmer·s place. 
Cheel'io for the present, all the best tG.yElu all. wal.!! 

T hi 8 is from Mre. ill za Mor1'i 1iJ:-
UNo. 4 Kia Ora Flats,Oiddiage Avenue, OranuUa..~g.30,1946. 
Dear Mary, You will : •• 8\lrpriled. t. aeeey this address 
,,~ are at a· new plue. Maggi e got the flat for 2 lfeekc; it 
is re-ally very nice, &: I do hope the change will do MC!.i= 
gie ~od.. She is net very well, &: Bill i8 not the Dest. 
I &Jll fair, irut tired te-aay • I was dewn at the Deaoh 
wi th },{agg1e yesterday,&: ETa' AI cl11ldren: they are wi th us. 
Eva may lte down tel' a day or twe. We hope she Cemee- it 
will De nice. The .eaoh 18 net far away from us ,&. the 
weather is T~ry nioe. Of CQurss rain is eadly ne~.ed.. 
I suppose you have Arthur wi th you before this : 1 twill 
L·t a cahUi. for his wife &. family. Hew is Florrie? 
I de hone all goes w.ll wi th her. I t in a pi ty llet' hue
iand' s .eal:th i8 no lood eTer in lLayfieldo I llope, Mary, 
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~'j do keep well, alse your 'dearold partner. My word,I 
~i sa m.y poor dear hus.and very Ill •• , al thouCh everything 
is done for Ille t one gets lonely sometimes, whieh is qui te 
natural. -1 trust all Qf yO-Ul' boys are well. We had a 
letter from Harry: he saili he .• ae goed &: qui te happy. 
1.'f f; 'ft'iHi,ld like. him hOlle. . You would get a surprise when 
tnt'.' 0 t.her 11 ttle 8lip was in your letter -- it wu for 
l! !'f:'!~ Ra}!f.<l ey; ake 1 e Ter~~ wEILL Thr ee Gf th~ f c:un11 y a!' ~ 
ili&.:::'=l~, &: the you.njiest girl will'never ~e 'NJ'ry wall; 
ahe has a leaking val'f'e to the h.ar~:shels quite 11apPY' 
7.1 'th her aottler. I de hope )4ary, 'you keepvrell, for th
~:re is alway8jjH~nq pientY1for mother to dG; ,-t: you 
Tftll fael anxiif)\lS till FIGrrle is ever her tJ~ou.I •• I 
do hope all will It. well.. Just fanoy, Mary, twas tal
kill, to a lady who ':;111 1M 84 en Sun.tay. She 18 real well 
~ strr')ug & pt ' eplended eY8si,ht; eo she 1. a lueky 
p fir dKln $ what dQ ,yGU tkl11k ? When y9!l' wrl t J addrees 
my l~tter te Earl.tld ; w~ wi 11 De home th~n. My ltrether 

alf haa oeen very siok,Dut seeas such Detter again, thank 
G.od. I donlt th1.nk,Yary, there 1s any m$+,e fer 118 to say; 
sO .est l.ve to Y9u,Qly dear &: all the family, & .est of 
l1.l,olc to F}.c>rri08, & trust D;.\ keeps w~ll .• Very .est frem 
lla~gle, B 11, &: myself. I must tell you we had a letter 
from Harry. He was well & qul te nappy w1 th himself. Of 
course they won't worry you, but Maggle won't settle till 
he gets ho~e. I tell yeu, Kary, we all m1ss him & wish t
h3 war was allover & the .oya home. The war 1s over, aut 
:''lot the -osaoe; so we must wal t &: hOpe 1 t wont t lie loni. 

Love from your old friend Eliza }.{orris. II 

JlL1%3ltf% 1nother l.tter from Walter:-
159 Gregory Terr8.Oe; Bria.ane, 1-10-46. Deal" Folks t 
Yy last ldtter was wr~tten Just before I +eft ~Gr Mar
yborou,h en 17th September. I had' a very enjoy •• le 
trtp~ &: lett the men in Yaryhorough to install the 
woodwor1d.nc maohi.estor the Traininc C.llege. The 
night ·'Defore I left Bunt\a'berg i tratne(1.heaY1ly, whioh 
was real mus1. to th~ ear_, as this represe~ted the 
enaof a 6 month. drought. Aft~ r~turninc to Br1shane 
I was al»le tG enjoy a fixhin, week-end doWn on .the Bay. 
We had some "lfJve1y weather &:" .augbt some good fish. 
After a long wait I iot. a new suit whieb hadDeen made 
for me by a paramatta tailor,1e for whiob he measured. me 

, 
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during my last week-end in Sydney. The ooat was con sid
eraDly too i11,& 1s new aelng altered, but the material 
i 8 quite good. No further news is yet to hand as to 

iSJ any pess1bletransfer South, but 1 t seems that 8tr~ 
cng 1nfluenoe for the· top-ranking j()DS wi 11 go to re
turned men.. I am at present following up this Repeot 
pretty olosely. I am partioularly pleased to hear that 
Dad's .ye oontinues to improve, & I hOpe he is taking 
every care wi th it. You will very muoh like that poin-
settia if it gro"s.as,it 1s an unusually pretty double 
one. Now to answer the questions: 
You d1&... send me a copy of that photo, Mum, thank you .. 
That I.O.,Flo, was made out in the n~e of Mrs. A.W. 
purdy. EVidently you are pret·ty finanoial nowadays, as 
you bave had no need. to ca,8h it so far. Glad to know 
that both you &: young RebOO, also Bill, are doing wl~ll .. 
There is 11 ttle other news at the Moment. so I I 11 0101 se 
with my .est wishes to you all. Yours Wal." 

This letter is from ~1adys:- 1st AT. warra-wong
i 
26-9-46/~} 

near YuID ,Thanks very· muoh for Arthur's photo; think 
1 t is Terr good of all ofyrJu. I aee Arthur 18 ,.ttiui; 
nQ thinner. We didn't know poor old. Dad had a .ad ey~: 
we are pleased to hear that it is gett1nc bettet.tho= 
you must haTe forgotten rIta tell us. We ha.ven~ t seen 
ollff Oocking sinee be was a baby,80 we ~oultint t know 
him if w·e S8." him. Anyway, we wish him iOOd luck in hie 
married 11fe. There9S no news to tell you aiout down 
here, only that Dell is gOin, to Sydney on the 21st & 
22nd of October to compete in the Eisteddfod for sing
ing &: Tel'se-speak1n.i. She l s in the oAolrs t:Ol' the soh-
001. I donI t know how theY' 11 cet on •• they seem to 
think they haye a fair. chance.. The weather is vel' eold

i 
windy, &: showery here;:f.:it ·gets on you nerves. We axe 
all well just now. I i'll say oheerio for ·now. Love fr
om Jaok &: the children; also myself., to you a.ll.xxxxx~ 
X ext:r speoial fox Robert. II . 

Mon. Oct. 28, 1946. Mum, RObert &: I walked over to the 
Matr hospital at Waratah thi s afternoon &: sawZM Flo-

"renoe &: the ba:t:>y, who has not yet been named, She t s 
. very dark,&: rmloh resembles RQ"bert when be was a baby. 

Florenoehas to remain in the hospital for 5 weeks in all , 
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200. I' aa thexe 1s something wrong with her leg. She is not in 
pain, t looks very well.- She has a room all to herself. 
we returned by Ius.' Almost ever sinoe Old Bob Ashby 
di ed, cbarli e has been sleeping wi th Allan in'the ho
llse on Shelly Beach,Hunter river. Charlie has been Dut
ti ng an engine in a boat there. Fred &-Bert Oocking are 
painting a school at Wallalong, but Fred carne home in 
Bert's car on Friday last, &: left' fo~ there again this 
morning. . 
The following letter was sent bY' phyllls:-

"196 Illawarra Road,Marrlokville,I5-10-46. Dear Mum, 
~rthur has asked me to correct the information he gave 
when he :rang the other day conoerning a trip home wi th 
Doreen in a few weeks time. He men tioned Friday, the 
25thi but now realises that he will be singing in the 

F' ederation Choir at aulEi steddfo~" n Sat.' 26th
i
· so you 

11.a.y eXpeot him on the Is;t Nov. 1r'toot will stl 1 .tI 00.
nVenient to yeu. would yeu please make the ~po1nt.ent 
at Mrs. Langworth's to fit in with these 4at es too 7 
We are surprised to hear that FIG is stillat larle." 
Tell her 1 t' s sure to bea girl, seeing itt s late for 
the aI?PG1ntment. You .auld be surprised &: de,lighted if 
you saw Judith's bead now. Exo~t for a oouple of lit
tle p~tobes 1n the ~ront of her head it is almost free 
from infeot1on. which, aooording to the skin ~eoia.11stj 
at the Children's Hosp1.tal, wa.s "scalp eozema • Her 
bail' i 8 gronng n1cely too, &: wi ~h frequen,t b;'Ushing 1 8 m 
h0n1ng for lovely blonde our.ls. Doreen often talks 
abOut Robert, &: 'is look1n, forward. to seeing him again. 
We are having a little b1rthday tea among ourselves 
for her next week.-end. We ,1ntended' having a. 11 ttle 
part Yt but decided to wC\i,t another yea:r as she seem's too 
young to ,understand about 1 t. If III glad to know you are 
keepi ng ~ell. We are all 1n the best of heal tb &: spir
its .. Rememger us t~ the folks on the hill. HOpe IVy is 
muoh better these days.' I:f Fle is still in the same 
mind alK>ut getting those shirts made for Ro •• rt, tell 
her I oan get them done, but will n~ed one of Rooert' s 
old ones as a patt ern. You could ei ther . send 1 t down 
or give it to~tbur when he sees you. 0heer10 for now. 
Love to you aU. Pl1yllls.- tf 

.... 
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Sat. Nov. 2, 1946. Arthur & Doreen arrived by train - f' 
from Marrlok'Yi11e last night,both 'being quite wel1.He 
brought Doreen to let Mrs. Longworth refill Doreen's 
tooth. To-day Bill purdy arrived by train from Nyngan 
to visit Florence at the Mater hospital. He is also W6-
11,& has not had. an attaok of asthma yet, I have give:1 
him the shaving siand . that I made.On Thursday last I 
had an injeotion from sister MoCann,who has returned f 
after her holidays. 
We recen t1y received. the following letter from Wal tel':-

11159 Gregory Terrace,29-10-46. Dear Folks, 
I have not received you~ last letter, but understand it 
arrived here, & that, Mrs. Jones sent 1 t on to TOWnsvi lle" 
I am still trying to track it down, & if there was 8..'1 y 
thing in it l:equiring an answer I'll cover it in my ne
xt letter. 
I went tl Townsville on :the 14th, & after spending 5 
da~s there, also at Charter's Towers, 1 came back to Ua
okay for the week-end on l8th~ Then. oame 'baok in hop)B 
to Bl"is bane, spending a night in each of lbckharnpton, 
Bundaberg & Maryborough, & arr1 ved back here last Th
ursday_ A very pleasant tr1p in a, & I was able to 
look at qui t.e a few jobs. Hope you are all 100 per 
cent fit, as I am,& that things are going along well 
at home. I had a oouple ot good swims ~p Nortb, &. 
ha.ve otherwise been ·))een playing golf & tennis down 
h.ere as usual. The car is running particularly well, 
& I am playing with the idea of driving it down for the 
holid~Y8 at Ohristmas. Speaking of holidays -- I wrote 
to Johnny Rose, asking him to book us in somewhere for 
a week; 80 will you please give him a ring & tell him 
I want an answer qUilck1y 1 
still there is no deCision about my future job, but at 
least the Returned Soldier barrier doesn't seem to be 
so strong as it appeared at first. perhaps r(11 get 
some news between now & Ohristmas. In the meantime 
I have put a paper frieze around the top of "tlU: my 
room, which improves it immensely, & I have only :'1C,.'·'· 

to pain t the wall e & to get some lino to havf.:~ P.V~'Tytb-
ing shipshape. How is the poinsettia gro\Jling ? 

'" All the bes t, Wale " 
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Thu:r" Nov. 7, 1946. Yesterday MUzn,Robert & I went to the 
Mater hOSpital & found Mrs. Noble with Florence As it 
w~s F!orencets last day at the hospital we all ~ame home 
'IV ... t~ oaby Joy Lorraine in a taxi cab. Bl11PU!l"dy returned 
wi tll, Arthur & doreen to Sydney las t sunday & has now b~ 
~~rk1~~ in the Warren dlstr 1ot,to whlcb he'was transfe;~ 

om e Bourke & Nyngandistrict. The weather esterd :a8 very hot,with a hot westerly wind but to-daY it ' ay 
vool .. Rooert learned the first half of' the alphab~t y l~ 
d :y, 80 I gave him the first of 2 books that I rom1s:J ter-
glve him. P 0 

Sun~ Nov. 17, 1946. On FridaY,Nov. 8th, Fred came home 
suffp.Ting from fibrit1$ in Iilis back. He is still at home, 
for he is not well yet. Last Thursday I got my usual in-
j eci;:i on at the haspi tal from sister McCanI1. I met Mr. Batey 
there; he 1s aleo anaemic & receives injections,of liver. 
r,ry wei gh t was III stones 7 pounds. I bough t another book for 
Robert,who bas been able to write the whole alphabet & n8.= 
me the letters. Ethel,Oocklng "e.s taken to the Mater hoe
pi tal a few days ago wi th a bad heart. She has i reproved 
a Ii t tIe,8: is sU 11 . there. Florence went to see her twice. 
Yestelrday Olive Worley came to see Florence. Olive, is st
a}1.ng a fortnight at IVy's plaoe, on furlou€h. Our Charlie 
bas been sleeping at old Bob AshbY's place by the 'river 
almoet ever since old BOD died .. Last friday Charlie bl'ought 
bome 4 black hens ·from there .. Baby Joy Lorraine was torn 
at the waratah Mater hOSpital on the 25th o~ NoV, which is 
also brother Bob"s birthday. Her father, Bi 11 purd Y, came 
from Nyngan to see bel', bUt stayed here only one daJf. ' 
I hav~ nearly finished making the seoond shaving-stand., 
Rain yesterday. 

Sun. Nov. 24 ,1946• Iepent all day yesterday makini a 
steel hinge for the iee-cheat, lJu t the hin~e was tcao 
lr)ng; so I sballmake another. Fred came home on Friday 

& 1 snow all'l1ostqulte well aial!}. On Thursday eveI!ing 
Jim Cocking brought Mr. pi tt here. He i 8 from penxi th 

& he & hi a wi fe is atayins at Jim' .. house. Their widfwai 
daughter 18 cornini to look after Ethel for ~ few days. 
Ethel is much better. Last Thursday I 'got my usual injection 
f:rom s1 ster Mc"Cann. I bought a washer &' a scrubbi ng- 'brush fa 
for Mum. Ben Broadhead has gone off for a fortnight's 
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holi,iays" Mrs. Jenson crought- Florence a nice Ii ttle 
coat-hanger for, Joy last Thursday_ Our apricot tree: at 
the Westerri end of the hut. i a well loaded6; Wi th neaTly 
rip-:e fruit •. We have received five poundj:Jothls letter 
IfliI from walter: ~ 
"159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, 13-11-46. 
At long last the mi aaing letter which chased me to Town)
avilla haa turned up again, so we are now all square in 
the matter of taking our turns at "ri tinge Firstly 1 my 
hearty Gongratulations to Flo & Bill in rega.rq.sto thl! 
n .... ",Joy". A very nioe nam~ too;,& she must surely ~6 
heal~hy ~t 7-12 on the scales. Amm sorry to heal' Ivy 
i B still Itnot right ll , & am sure she'd do well to get a 
~I')od Eloctor on the jo'b & do just as he says" Am so:rl'y 
to hear of Ethel being sick. She is a good soout & desf~= 
r'l.8 a better deal. Whilst on the same theme -- hON is 
FX'ed's eoack t Eviaently another ohill, was 1t? 
! am still in the 'Pink, & apart from a trip down to Cux
rum a for tni ght ago J I have done 11 ttle wri ting sine e 
my return from the North ... I have been playing a. fai r 
amount of golf & tennis, & am lately doing pretty well 
at gOlf.. There is no word yet from -Johnny Rose t so 
thinl~ I Will "rl te to him again to-nii;ht" Am l'r'okon= 
on leaving here by ear on the afternoon of Friday 2) th 
;).10.,& have a leisurely drive home. If there a.re any 
spare petrol tiekets. down there I I d appreci~te them .. 
I~m reckoning on being home for sure on Oltristmas Day 
&: wi 11 go on to Sy-Jney after a week or so.. I thinJt' I 
men,tioned a lass named Essie Oarter who wen t from he:re 
to live in Sydney about last April. Both she & hoer peo= 
p-le have been very goal! to me here,&: seeing that Rhe i a 
now on her own in Sydney I thought ~ t would be n1~e to 
invi te bel' up; to spend a oouple, of days 1fi th us at Ch!'= 
istmas, but real1s~'~that til'e 'house' will be 'pl'littty full, 
wi th beds in short SUpply. 1'd like you to let me know 
how you'll be plaoed, Mum, but done t be Belf~aonaoioug 
Hbout asking her, as ehe's a good sport & would null 
he:: weight. At last I have my room pretty well" fini Bhed 
!- Wl. th the exoeption of lino, which 1 s requi.red for thl! 
.loo!', but whioh is too eXpensive. Anyhow, the f'l~,i0:e if< 
:.er y comfortable & generally admired. I! m enolosing heX'= 
.. \'fith a reCipe for a Cake which 1s re,f.\llyver:y nlce~(~ 
which I hOpe you'll like. The wh1te~,top is pou:ro'¥.l on 
tOr) of the rest 0 f the mix before baklng~ 
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II N ewcas tIe II flats are owned by a woman who was born l.n I 
?l1~Ftt Walleend. Yours- Wale ,i , 

Sun. Dec.l .1946.Last Thur. after getttng,mYinJection, 
I boug:ht l lUnll.X 3 small drills at paynter's for 5/-, & 
Cole's number on-e Funny Book for 6/- at' Wilk' s shop 1n 
~rRyfielli.Fred retuJ;ned, fr~m Wa11along on Fri. qui te well" 
He brought 2 millet brooms home. also a primary look. 
F lorenoe hae 111e'en attending to Ethel Cocklng,& 1. 9 wi th 
her again this morning. Robert is about right again. 
Yesterday we received the fk110wing letter from Arthur:-

1I196 T llawarra Road, Marrickvi lIe Thursday 27-11-46. 
DeG.:r Folk B, At, last I have something to wXi te home 800011 t. 
I I v~ st:ru.ok a pretty goed run of luck lately First, the 
tnspMtor has been &: gone,to my relief & elati0r::l, for he 
eeemect nQ t onlly pleased, but impressed.. I t, so happene;i 
that all the, thin,s on which the lnspeotol' happens to De 
a crank are Just those pOints whieh I, have stressed most .. 
S~condt I am going to take on th& swimming school at 
Goulbuxn. from 6th to 16th Jan next. I was an"!)ointed to 
t:<;l.1r~ oharge of the sohool at Bankstown, whlch- meant, supe9 
vi Bing fo~ other .lokes,.~, of oou:rse, taking my Olr'Zl sq
,.,I a.d, foI' which ,1oit, I would have reo e1 ved nineteen 'be,. a 
d~y ~ 'but Fred Eagll es, a ·teacher Qf Oampsi e, "ho tal1ght me 
how to t8~oh swimmlni, asked 118 would 1J swa. p G<Dulburn 
for Bmi:stewn, as he had iteen appoln ted to the forme: 

&. ltt>uld Pl'. afel' ·the latter; so I agreed to gO to Goulburn .. 
The Goulbuxn JOD y:eiJlds onlytl.7/6 a day, but the Depart
ment will pay my fare &, give me an extra 12/6 a day su-
s tenanee allowl¥lee while I'm there. NOw, it so hap-
Dens that thereto s a teacher in Goullmm who wants to 
spend part 01 h18 holltiays' i-n Sydney;& wishes to swap .. ' 
houses for a week or two; 801 -may 86_ able to take Ph
ylll s &: Ii ttle Judith (Grandm'a-1f111 look afte:r!)oreen ) 

& the 3 of us can have a ho 1111ay at practicall y no cost. 
Goullrul'n is reported to De a. bonzer town, &: I'm ldoking 
forward to the change.. Phyl11 s & the kids are in the 
}11nk,& send thei r love. How is the new nlpoer '1 J:k>es she 
squeal at night? Is youn~ Robbo a little gentleman to 
her., You have a lot, to tell us. Let' 8 hOpe you do 1 t 
soon. Arthur.1I 
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Wed. ,peo .. lB •.. ~946. "iifeTllu.:r.~~f.;1'~ my ueuai-!M~ 
rlJf)D. 81.tel' _.~oaBft· 1fa •. ':'h~i •• p.ate4 :nai4e 
te lnferapa t:tent. tha.t tbe ·eutpati.entat eie,ar"tineat weu-
14 ••• 1 •••• hell,tJa. 2Ot.h 1nlltant;untl1' 't'e. 6th .t Jan. 
I t.ek in a Qa,tel .t empty ltettl •• -fe» the tliapenaers. 
La8t Saturllay 'P.laYlli. cameaiene 'fr,_ 'Karrl4JkTille_,& ataYN 
unt1l la.t aund.a,. Ut & ••• " lira. W 1 therltp l •• k.' af-
ter Dlresn &: .a.,. J.(i tll.r::re, .... , ••• last fritay &: 
left be •• with Bel't en r. .... '.t •• Zk .t Sa.,eJ't. Gully. 
Last week liD apent a 'a, wi th ~ ••• ,I vy, Ie ille 3 ,.unlatera 
.t B.lten polar, Lake Y •• qs .. l0.. . 
We haYe reoe1 yet the fellewilll Iettnt irea 1'al. ter:-

"159 G1'epr, re'rr.e.,3-12-46. Dear '.lta. 
We haTe J ... t nrY1 yet the ••• t "i.lent hail.,.r,. &: thunter.tei 
I' ye .ver ••• n. I ft. a.le, te CO oYer It .... 1t at the te.t 
aatoh thi. aftern.on. After a 'Ill .1a, .,. ~"'.D' 
&: 1'& •• le 1 _a &)tpeal .,&1 •• , tb_ Ucllt "f).e.~". It the rata 
.tartei. I tr.yebea. J •• ~ 1n ti •• , ~t net, Defere the 
.ar ' •• k to.t ••• e JUDlahaent 11' •• halleten... Tbea tae 

u reau, .tarte.. 4: ••• , .f .ur w1n~.1t •• ll the weathez 
81ae weZ. onken I.. the :r ... flee~."~· J. Dr1ek fenae in tJae 

.aak rart e.11a~."" • 2 ~ter. ft' ,. _.8. next .... 1'. 
I layen't ret •• ea •• ,. ne ••• -._ ...... rt., Mll i' i.lik
ely that •• nsl'eraole "ama,. ba •••• a eauaet •• 
Y.ur la.t letter ra1 ••• ll&Dy·p.ints,' ».t ., tlr8t inquiry 
1. ,1'e&&1"101 ;..ulli Ba.ert, whe. I ua.e .tant ha. bd 
.r.nehi tle. Hew i. he ".lnl n •• 1 --Ku •• etter. I bltpe. 
I .. ,.l.a. t • .net. that rree 1 •. Zil~' .,ab, It that 
ITy -a~ ...... t • .., pt1l1n, .ettot. Thank. ,f.r the elethtn 
•• up.en. ~- ,.' X, ean ••• tbe.. Thank'. al •• , r1.. fel' ,.,u· 
e ffer u,'J.l~:ep ln til. Cara,e te .-te way f,r 1._, illt 
It. ann 'hi. t 1 t .. n't .e oe.e •• u1. I elat •• n~e •• Tlaa, 
I'. ln .... tbinl .f a quan.ar, lie •• ue I .... l.n. t - 11ke 

to have her en her .wn .Ter Ohr1atma. Juat ln a 1'.0. , 
I..i.aln, tbe •• .,an, .f he: f.lt •• It, abet .. ie a.1e t • 
••• I think th.t 1 t .l,b' .. p.asi.l. f.r her t. u ••• y 
re.1II f.r the's.Uple et tap, &: I .an •• al1, fiX ...... 
thine up for .,.e1'. IT' Yne .eu..t Yltu wanala enJey 
her •• .,any. Yeu are wi_, h •• 11i net ~aYinl' the pr-
e~en. t exer.1tant pri ••• fer ourta1n., lin., .t~., aeoau •• 
pri ••• Il"at aurely fall Mlere next Ohrl.t.... . . 
I haTe at l-.t ~en able t. ,.t .... ~1a1n .r.wn lin. f.r 



. 206' •. 
m,. ro ••. ,It tt aate. an eller._. 'a11lp;r • ..,.aen:t. , 
I hay. hu '. lett.r,'fr..M I-bally a._. In "bieb he u,r:e88e. " . 
••• e ".u., ..... hi ••• ili tJ W .~l1e uJ here .. !le exp-
ect8 te tn.,WI. n & .. wet· .1' ,.'tn., ~tlt seea" , ••• 1.1e th.' 
I'll •• ar1.,.., "e1!ll .•• 'a,.WIl. .. fla1. 1. n. ,telt-

~:;. a:!i?:.:.,'e~:e; •• ~X.i.~~!;M~!;r.d~.la". " aa, 
Tbi. er.... a1' etaklnc ".~.nc t$: .akeuJr- tbei 1'll1na. 
reCaraln, ",p.lntaent. tb'a,t I h •• e·'elltat1.ely a:fpllea 

fer a lecture.hi" ill Meeh. Enc1neer1nl at the SJW.n~y 
TMh. Even 1f I 11a.8 anI, luet. 'tJithlt ~y_ ~.eep~~.ne. 
w111 ae,en.. .n.wbat m. De,t., lnai •• t •••• 1 t8 1n-
tent1en. 1n ta. a.antl... ., 'I .'Ji afrata. . . 
1'11 ba ve - h •. raJ •• )ter~u"'ln, tbea t •. re1 •••••• tr •• 
pere. , parUftl.xoly, al,.eyer.l .1 t beil' '.1. han'. baYe 
re.1en." t. take .tb.~;J.'~..., 1).'81,1 .pp.~.te'.e .&11 
t be news f.r~ n.w, Ie I .•• ,. net bay. t1ae t.wri t. y •• 
-cain:, ".f.:te .O)lr~.~_ •• ·; a.:a14 -t-. .eat t. ... er~ne. 
C~fI~~i •.• h1~~'~'1't"'~: ',-' .. '~~7' I'· •..• ~::. • 

,rl'.. iii • ~ ~ ~ "'. •• ; .. l 

r.-2f..neo -20 •.... ; 19~ .. we· "081,"4· 'tb1s'!rca Phyllis 
.~~e.;d:a,..~~age,) ., ~.'. ..; '.-.~ .. ~' " _"..' 
. . . -. '. ., 
-1.96 Iua~l'.-M.· 8-1&..4&. ,Deal: lUI' Da4.. ,e"1'8 ,1_ .'e'~~O~irY., ",ul;.'ieJ' l:~8-t ·:· ... ~·1· 8Ol"~:.o.·he~r. tit so 
many onthe·s1ot U.~"·I",l.·t •. ~eob1,,"" that ~* 'he :; 
warm weather--·· ... ttl_11l ell,.ch aillleiltsWlll 41 .. 
app:eu fo~' Pod.. 'e. ll~Ye·· had 9UJ' ahare ,ot O()Ugh. A 001d8, 
wt they have Jua,aQoutol.,UM up· now... ' 
I am lookl.ng.!ol' ..... 4to .• ,,1 e1 t to Ooulb.&ra In· the, .ear 
~uture •. ' ~~ ,I ~""lf. bav.done ,yez:, 11 t'tle travelling, i.t 
,,111 be .. qut·te· . ' .. for ..... ,·....ia ••• had the 
ofter .• t· .. Qu~n..S0 'our a.oberu6d~ tiol! pr-
. ·~.;.,lf).· . .~ - ftere a,.4;·..,.I.jo80~-wo:;.::;l in C 

.... ;j~, •. 

J 
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I 'WOuld:t,lke to1nv~·~~._~yse.lf 'upto . see you .all. next week
end -alOlle .• I aay a13,'beoauae I know ~t.1 s Just abo-

'1 ..... , out "house fulltf·at.,. 'wbtcll makes It ·tmposs1blefor 
i us all to come. But '1 would 11.1:8 . 'to see "you all before 

CDr! stmaa, :eapeolal1y.'11ttle -JOYiwhom1 -may 'notsee. for ~ 
long tilDe otherldse. Arthllr, M um &. Dad· have offered. 
to share the reapona1bl11 tj Go t~.· 2ni:ps, 80 I know the(i11 
theyt 11 be ln good hand8~: .' Jllcl1 th 18 nQ trouble at a111 

&: eat. Ju." about an,.tb1nc & everything ( there are no pa
triok & Murphy f1ghts between the 2 of of us now) ~ She 
r ea11se. now wbo t • ~ ," 

I will Ie,ave here on Saturday morning'. flyer & oome back 
on . Sun. afternoon; Don It' wo%r.y aa to ''Where I' 11 sleep. 
I can eaal1y curl up on the lounge. we have been thinking, 
lh.~ ~.tb:a* a week 1n ay!rie, wouldn't do JOt1 an, harm; in 
fact.fl·t would 40 JOu a lot··.f· go9~ .How would yOu l1te 
1OUl' big eon to oo_e up. & •• JOU the cla, .'td' SoX1n, 
1)a, & ~r11\1 lPU baCk 11'1 tb. hi. to .ta, here utati1 •• 
tat. our ~npte~u-llN_' .;.b1~h'wtl1 ·be. '.eek~f:rom 
then 7 . ,DId ·1.;:~IlO·lul!'" 10. tbe lnYiobtloa·.too •• t-:OOlu· •••• 
Cut eo .. bo.:~l think A. 'cl pr.fer to b%o ..... JaS Ili. ll .. 
1 ••• 4 book... t~llt 1t"e-Y", ~ ., •. r... .MIa I ••• 
YGtl laier. I.l~·-."". all tM ~ ••• of ., I!.... '~ll I' ... 
JOl1. '. Loye ~ ,.U &11 fro .• ~.:al! 40wil Wl4er •• Ph1l118,!4 

S.t.l)H. 21,' 1'46~ t •• terda, at'ter-noon BtlJ. purdy ar.r1Te! 
tno·hi. For4:. oar. froll Jl1RJ-'- Ue ~ .. ,.~ •. ? : •• Ii' •• --
~ ptat oat .ff ." pap_".t& tIa".'l:'ea- ... & .Ila at 
Bealli ... · t~o_ 1e 1. ~ .• ~ ',"4,··".~tti. .. A .... w be 
.ell 1IOr.th ill.- .. '" 125 he patel for"1 t •. ''''~. trip "Oy,% toot 
22 bolll'a & oo.t £ ) for petrol, .~.1U.oll ll •. ~_ lJllWZ 
20 }pllcJD.~ B11l ,a cp1 ~~ h~~" ". t. .bow. no alp 

" of .a tbm a. , Ke1.a It .. Jm., .... ·· .... :fco. tM Lata ·,.eab--
.,.~ el·daiY. A J'O~'I'_":' ~~Iif¥~Zr:etili:tnxt 'No ol·>(U'. to 

re-:ru.rn to,.,;,Cla'1.'. J;: '~u.ght~ .ht'tft.lruiiesl , ~Dlte%ch1.f. 
ai FJ'~ "h' •• bop' -for G ·ib111:ll1P fie...4ay.·Th,a'b 911o~ ha::.~ 
·Q6m1.014, to :o..a. 'reel .... __ 01&1'-' •• 7 »11\ ,aT ••• 
all eld "'no~ng-rsaobine to cut up food~foI' .fo)r!ls. ::-:"1 
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Thur. Deo. 26, 1946. Benn'g D~J'.': 'Y-eaterdaywehacl at 

horne for o lal etaae eli-Mel': :lIum,r lorene e- , Islll1,e .. Qartel', , 
1(a1 ". t .rr_~B111; 'Be'bUt;& .,.,elf.lsmle oame fl'om SJdn ' 
in respoftlle to our-il1vl1rattoa. 'JOlJ~ 'gave me a book 
ent,1tled'.J;mer 1'oan T~a118 •• by J.B. )furray.Waltel' gave 
me 'a foun'lain p'en sbapf¢l.tke"a peno11~ B111gave me a 
»a1rofblaokso'ck8~ lIum gave 'me, B'ehl-ri'.Fred gave me 
06 feet ofn-ew- gal."den hoaeu ' I ':pve Jes-e,lvy,Daphne t & -
xel th a hsndkereldef' each',& Joel a f101'18. I gaveKum. &. 11, 
enoe apalr of stcok1ngs eab,&to B11l I 'gave a "ie. '-." 
Bi 11 bought a lord. oar for £. 125 fit Nynpn & came hOlle 
in 1 t. Walt brought bi. oar ho .. e from Brisbane.Be gaye ; 
MUlII an 8180ir10 teaater.' Fred gaye ua a 'be4-%ead1ng lamp. 
XlIXiIDur ,Jal & BtU have, taken llum,Iv.,.,I_le,D~hne, 
lei tb, loel '!tOM!"'. " baby J01 out to Toronte to-4ar. 
We 8J.l)eot Art & phyll1. to &1'1'1 •• DY ~al11 from Jlarr10kvi 
tMe e.ezUDS ldib their o~ldr.n.- Bot ... ather.. -,. 

Yo-day I I wrote a letter to L e. & rlQrr1. DIlley, f e 
910e- ~ Pf.oto of RobeJ'~ purdy; & i~e", v1ew fr~1D our . ron 
door. 
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Fr1. Jan. 10, 1947. Yesterday 1pa1d ,11/- at Gile.- oh
emist shop for the fira1;' quar'te-r .of·,tb1. year to ooctor 
Henry. I got my injeotion-inllY left arm from silter 
MoOann. At .oolwodth' s I bought 36 marbles (6d.) for 
RobeTt purdy, & at a ,seedaman' a I bougbt .. young fus
chia p'lant for llum for 1/6 •. Ew have reoei ved the foll
owing letterfrorn Florence:-

"Nyngan 5-1-47. Dear FOlks, Well, here we are b!.ck in Nyng; 
gan ag!.ln.We a~r1 ~ed on Fr1day night ai"ter a 2 days tr-
i p fro. port' 1t~Mbla. B111 waSIl I t much bet tel' down there II 
80 we left on Thursday morning. aOou~ 9 & stayed. in Bath
urst the first nlgbt. There is qui te a good oamping 
ground there & ki toliena ,for rentins,&: we were lucky en-
ough to getone for the night. I t w~s very cold there, 
& we were glad to haTe shelter for the baby. She slept 
in her pram i,n.ide & we (Robert &1 ) slept on oamp-str
etohers under a tent-fly,&, Bill 1n the'carjso we eas1ly 
got OTer the problem of aooomodatlon.The next day we 
s,arted off about 9 a.m.' &: arrived here at 9 p.m.. It 
was a good trip : 1 f B1ll bad be en well it would haTe 
been perfeot., rut he was toa bad. The oar pr,oved to 
be a beauty,not one delay,exodpt at p'ort Kembla,. 
Before we .tarted onthe 'trip Bll1 had the brake. fixed. 
I t only took a few minutes &. ~a. wor'th the tille we spent 
there. Jack treated us Terywell while we were down 
there,& lent us the camping gear for' the' trip. He took 
U8 for a 1"l:ln on New Year"s Day in to Wollongong, then up 
to lbunt Keira,& then do"n to D&pto & Kialla We aall ed 
at Nelli e t • & Florrie'. &' •• w·. all ·t~e. orowl, ino1uding 
Lila, who was ':11' for the holidays & staying with N e111e. 
N el11e looka very 'well: her halr' i. turning. grey, but 
sbe 1. better looking & Tery oheerful.. Jack persuaded 
her to oome to Kiama ~ th us. They said they were ple
ased to get Dad' a letter. ' All the restoi' the orowd were 
well & seemed much the same aseTer. The South Coaat 
looked very 1'.rett1,,~~ JaOk's".oar 1s pretty ~od& roomy 
& very comior rable to rid~ ·"in. ' The best news we bave 
had since we oame baok 1 B" that OU~ next-door nei ghbours 
are le~ving to-morrow, so that will mean a happier time 
for the purdys. Robert 1s the happiest of all. Those k1ds 

.... have giTen him a few pastings sinoe we hav'e been here. 
Mr. Brand was here at 9 o'oloOk this morning to' see 1f 
we were at home~& he brought Mrs. Brand over this aft-
ernoon to see tne baby_ The house wae pretty dusty, 



210. , 
i? can. imagine, when we arrived, but we have got it 
'l~~n Mer again now. The k1ddies are very well:, Joy 
is v ry contented & happy,&' Robert 1s very p"leased to h 
have hie own U ttle' bedroom w1 th Joy alongside :Qim so 
that he can watch her, as be 8ays. Bi 11 is much be tter 
now, & in a couple ,of daya ,w11l 'be ;full of pep aga1n,I 
hope. Did the atom1ser arrive fromJlelOourne? We ,,111 
be sending the pr11DU~ baok on Tuesday, alao the- spanners 
belonging to Joe. I ~ope ITy i a quite 0 k again ow, 
& that yau are haVing y~ur leng-deserTed reat, ge~hert 
now that Ohristmas i8 over & the croWd gene, & peace 
reigning onee more. W. will be sending ,our mtb'ney back 
in this lettel',Fred.» thanka Tery llUoh. I 40nt t know bow 
we WGuld have f~red without it •• 
Itt a baby'. feed. tl.e-- thela.t one fer the' 4a1-- &: .. 
so I'll say Qheer10. Leve from UI all. Florenoe.-

P. 8~ Mrs. ~and .. as inqu1~1ng, about you bOth to-day." 
. . -:: ". '-' 

• "l 

(aeven pound~ were encloaed. 1n .. registered envelope.). 
The follewing letter was sent tG'our address for Wal'er 
QY a friend of hie in llel'bourne. Mum -read ,1 t over the 
telephone to Walt ,who i8 in SjdaeJj' ye .tert1ay. 

'~ 

'Dear Wal~y. Mr. F. Ourring returned, fzolll leaTe yeaier
~ay afternoon, 2-1.-47. " that ia the rea .. nwhy Ill ... 
been unable tQ' w11. te to )ou befOl". t.b1a date, 
I have 8po~en 1fi th tbe C. Jl.E. reg.~1na youra~lf &: he i 

,1nform. Ile that he had, not reoollllllended, JOu fer th., p .rih 
J.o .a there " •• , no~pll0a\ion' '~rGitl1Ou. T~ugb &ppl;l- , 
oattena are 01 ••• , O~ about to 010 •• , he wId Ile that 
be .ouid still consider your applioation if rou apply 
pronto. I!' you desire tQ doao I suggest that yOu alt
mail )'eur appl1oatio.~ . You will,of cours., 'get one ef 
tbe grade III Jobe if yea apply"'f.u know' your 0_ desire. 
in this regard. I~. at111 T,ery strange he,re &: nIl 
r.main ao for aoa. tl.e~I· will .al1 thia lett~r" this 
_rning to your: ue1rcia8tle, address, & hop., that 1_~, reaohea 
you in tille. D1"ep me a line'solllet1 ••• K1ad rega.rd •• 

John S~ tb,' eel11n., 9treot,3-1-47.' 
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TU(l8. ~an. 21,,- 1947. we.~~ave rece1 ved tbe' fctlo1lF1ng 
lett.~al'd from' Arthur:- "'$ :: :- ::;... 

J,:" . "::i <"- ',,!., ,~ .. f'. _ ::... -_."-
II Stla&ay. Deal; folks •. :~rrlved safe & sound from 
Goulburn on Friday aftf!t: a ple~sant.& (I hope) prof-
l~table stay there. You should feel,sorry you didn! t go 
dosn wi th us -- 0001 nights & plenty ot meat, &: no gas 
strike make a big differenoe toone' sxomfol"t. '.' When 
we reoeive 1 t I'll let you bavea 091>y of what the -looal 
paper ·said about the swiuming .soho,ol. ,.By the tlme you 
get thi·s I'll be up Cof!l s Harbour way.. Seeing I bave 
no defin1 te itinerary Phyll ,,111 not be able to. get 
ln touch with me, so'I' 1lring you on Wednesday night, 
should oooaslon arlse, : she can -then contaot me through 
you. Hope all are well., Arthur. I . 

Tues'-: oontlnued. We received anGte from _Iemete Oarter 
to-day to tell us that she will come by rall from Sydney 
next SaturdaYe I f1IilalIled reading John Rosel ebook 
en t1 tled 'I 'fae a Soviet 'orker~, by Ali4rew' & )(arl a 
Sa1~, ye,terday. & I am ~nclin!d to '~el1've ~t he 
told the truth aeout theoondl tlon of the lJOrk~8 in 
Russta. . Last Tbur.day Gladya.Jobn. Ade11,& Alma oame 

from Raymond Terraoe to etay. wl th ua a few..:daya. 
John returned to' Sydney last'Monday, but the others are 
atill her •• I have finished making my thi'rd shaTing-set, 
whioh I lntend to of!-er to Allan. Lalit Tbureday I got 

my'usu.al lnJeotion: alsO bad, blood ~aken t'for a teat. The 
last blood-oount was Blade 1 •• t June. AX hur arrived 
by trai~n-from Mac:lCsv111. th1s afternoon., 'He w111 stay 
here a few days 1 f all 1 s well at hi s llome~ . 
To-day I reoe1 "led the fOllowing let ter from Mr. Muir:-

""EYE CULTURE.Better eyesight without glasses.Estaullshed 
+9. 29. Brisbane. office: National Bank Chambers. 180 Queen 
street; Phone B 8422. Melbournaoffioe :Capltol H~u8e 
109 Swanston Street, ,C.1. Central 5703. H-ead Office 
St. ames Buildlngs,107 E11 zabeth St. Sydn~YtN.S.W. phone 
M. A. 3167.. 21st J imuary 1947. near Mr. Cooking. 
I am sorry, but I never di80lose names & addre.sses of my 
~atients to strangers. Just the same as any dootor who takes 
pride tn hi. work. eaoh patient'. name is kept striotly 
confidential. Every now & then I am asked to do this by pe 
p eoplewho ..,111 not bother to reason wi th themselves the 
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logiC upon wh1ch eye-cul ture 18 based, but they are p:re
pared to followbl1ndly- there'commeJldat1on of ,. sU,anger 
, ... bose oasei s perhapps completelydit,erent from "the1,rs. 
But there is another "aspect. ' " A8 I have mentioned to s
ome of these peop1,,1 t would beposslble for me to have 
2 or 3 "stool pigeons' in every di striot. I oouldar
range w1 th these p:e6plewhen your wife, oon tact ed them , 
to be very ,enthusiastic about Eye-Oulture, & •• y it 1s 
marve11ous,& then, after that, whenj"Gur w1fe"dec1ded 
to take, up aye cuI ture "they wouldreoel ve a commiss1on 
for send1ngmer along.So, that 1s another aspect., &: 
one reason ,why I never d1'TUlge names & IIddresses.' , 

Another aepeo.t, perhaps ot which you have not thought, 
1 s; to do eye cul tur. sucoessfully you must bave a wi1-
li,ng patient. A person must really want to do 1t.. The
refore, urging by husband or wife is usually noi very 
sa ti sfaotory •. The old story of , "You oao, lead a boree 
to water" applies here. ~- the hQrse must do the drin,k
ing. In ~hi8 oaee J your wife must do the eye culture. 
Th.refore sbe must want to do it •• ,I arnpolntlng tbis 0 
0Ut to -you beeau8.,:unles •• he ,doe~ want, to, , ~h. w()DT' t 
have a real .tnterest'in i'$, &: will 'tberefo~enot do"1 t 
prOperly & oannot pos.~"b~1 o!:>ta1n the full benet1 t .. 
That, would: mean a waste of yOur moriey,'& ahe would un-
doubtedly 8ay eye ,oult\l:re was not good!' "', 

" ,'." '.. _. 

The facttbai I have' be~ii practislng ~(j)rnear).y 20 ,years 
J helping many ;Long-8tand~llg sutterers m~y, who had b 
been told by 'eye apeo,lal1.t.Bthat:iiot~Ing e~)ll.l.d e1'e,r be 
done forthem~ tnd1cate~ t~ere must be somet~1ng ~n 
Eye Culture: There 18 a tr~mendo:iis' lotfn 1 t.'" butt t 
doesn't ma,tter what lnBtructlo!l;l give, 'i',tis u8elesii 
un1.1i~ it 18' followed. , tal 'thful'l '1 & ,~thuQi astioallr. 
It I could see your w;f~ &poss~b1y one <1-.y she m1ght 
be lhncllned to .ate .. tr1p4omit9 see- me (-though -1 ""G
uM suggest before dolng 8Q " youwrlte to,:mate an" app
ointment )-- I ibfnk I could possibly, eXpl&1nthings 
to ber'in ,such away that she'lfOuld'realis'e'tbeoommo:-
n Ben.e upon .. hi ob Eye Gul ture 18 based. Youre t,& thfu,lly. 
C.E. },(ulr~1t 

" 
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Ion. Jf!iA~ 2.7,' 1947. ThtsllJOrn1ng -Esmee carter' went to 'the 

HUnter"rt'ter' wl tb:,red" to h'aT"eatri'p ,wi thOharll e& hi m on 
the1'1ver.· Jo'ee 1s here fixing up wires fora resting-lamp 
f Ox:KUlito 'read with' 1n be11. -Yes'terd&y I tJPed a no'te to 
Jlr.Oampbe11,fd1 tor of the I~ok' newspaper. I am .end1n~ 
by :I.mae ooni'e. of'Catn t s q~e:r,' ,("r1 tten in Nov. 1935) 
'Tbe LiQUor" ' (wrlttfllJu.ne 14th ,1928). XlXX 
L"8tThured~y I gOt'~ 'inJ 8Oti(;mfrom s1 .. ~er ·MoOann, who 
told lle"thatllY blood OOWlt waa not 'qiu ts as good aa 
the one befor.. E8IIlee Oarter oame trom' ,uney la8t 11'1. 
night, & will retU:rn 'by Ua1~at 5 p.'m. to-day.' .. 
Arthur oalled in on his .ayb.,k from Kempaey , last 1: bur s
day & haa no. gone -home, by tra1n. I h~Ye f1nished reading 
the l1f1de worl:d lIaga:&1n,,'for J'anuary.& will send, l't ' 
to Bill purdy. I have .eI).i 'a set of 5 8p&nnere to BiU 
last, 'Thurad&y.Doug1a',.OOOklng took bome a w1ndow frame 
frOID here'th1s morning. ' ',' 

w~. ·1 an. , 29, 1947 • Kamee Odter went back ,to S)dn-ey by 
train la8t Monday eyen1ng.,':"b1emol'nlng I g$ve Allan/'t~ I 

George t,be 1ut shav1ng-etW,ld' .that, I mce. 'I:.po8t~l the 
• Wide World Jlagazi,ne to Bill Pul"dy tb18:.,m1ng~ Yeater..., 
4&y Jlum& I planted out a~t l()C)" ~nn1as. ': " 

The f~llowing letter' oame some time ago' from Florence:

"Box 15 P.o. Nyugan 17-1-47. Hello Everybody 1 The' 
T~ goods arr1 ved to-day. ·i U JOUplease let u, know 
uen, letter 'the price of tlte retread," f01: the ty.re; 
alIa freight on' it, Be the other goode JO,u sell t over. 
I bope by now that l,VY has. tll,,,reaul t of the X ray, & 
tbat everytb1ng 18 ~atisf,aoL~.'l~ _At least .she.ill '~e' 
getting some treatillent~ 80, that 1. a: good, staiit. I ,
hOpe it ian't long befotesbela o:'k again. She haa 
had a long time. now no-tffJt!llng .el1. We 8l'e ali 
well; Bill il back to normal,& .e are muoh-happier 
than ~ thought we would be OJ.). our retul'n.' 
Hampton. go1ng has made a wOnderful differenoe to our 
l*"aoe of mind. The people in 8m th'. place are eaay 
to get on with; ~r8. Towns,end is espe01a11y nl~ •• ' 
Mrs. 8mi th had a eon yesterd&y,~' at theltater. Waratah • 

.. Theywill be overjoyed, see1ng that thel-=r las1roone 
died. The Brande have been to see us a Co~le of tim.es 
81 no e weo ame back·, & we had a abort vi 81 t f,roal Mr. 
~berts (Mrs. MurphY'. brother-1n91&w- the other nl- . 
ght He oame over from warren & brought a fan for JOy$ 
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Robert seem. well, a1 t'bougb )). hallD.'" :the good app .... t~ te 
be htd over 'tbeJ'e.lfe are going to get a 'tin of m&l't«i 
milk' to-morrow . to it!'y to taTttD'bifD\J.j a b1 t. I am 
af];tdc.i he doean t t worry't09 lauobabout 1~1n'g lette1"a 

&: figure.; 1\. 1. too ll1t.re"i~,.lri planne 81noe, he came 
back ho ... .: ,lU,aZ 11 tt1. .......... - leYin & Brian lIuwell-
are gOt,rag out 'to ~rtp1 fi S~le. old ) ~t the .«14 of 
this SI.OlI1'~" ... ~" .at JP'.- .. tth.,... £e~. a .. trust er 
800n: he· 1. on holl~&18 no. & MY ~ve woN ot a IIOve 
while he 18 a .. ay~; ~.'·.d.dJtr.~ G1dclJ for the bouse 
the qj'thor 4.", t he ,&1'4 he hM. prom • .,. 1. t to us" 10 tb.. 
on1r oold:-up DC. I. >':iihe _v"i'· :-·., .. ~,jhould know in' a 
oouple of weeks if he 1 ••• ooll1go~niel had & lettell fro!l 
naG> YOWlg Juat wheal ar~tTI4'~~e',', & ahe .a18 ahe ~. 'v
ery lonely in "f.Je;e"~, bQ.teh. ea811,J, .. sak •• tr,.ead8.80 I 
.~po8e ~. will .~~~t ~~e town ~ll.u;H~. . 
Cheerj)o .. 'I • tllihltlbrq tb1at off tbe next day,&: it ti • 

nearly~~11 tl~e.·lb"beJ't~a8 very plea.eel, wi t~ th. mar
bles, ~~ .R., .a1a~.la7 tkuk ~ "tfPJ wok. 'LoYI' 
fl'om us 'al1.·· .. JIAe';i'.S0r4.~. ~a1.a1"~ 12retty boT~ '& •• 1. be 
wor .enext mo~ tb., ~~ we o;tht~, th.~ t~ may be a great .he 1p 
for Joy ••.. Sll$ 18 OO~!lgon., Y!l'7 well, we oan .,. 1;ba~ she 
18 growing &: letting pret~1 ';oWld &: 'fat, . Gu:t; there i8 no 
nQUotG of a viait from th.,·;~l1Dl0,()_, ret; sa .. bave to 
Ju~tgtae~8 that she la,plning.or OJ at ~east gu.es8 
hoW' lBuQh~; I reoe! 'fed the 118t ofh~:.~teeding8' .trom sleter 
HenderSon" lroa.., the olin10 there to-da, •.. abe finishes her 
letter', by' eay1.ilg} 'I ~. th.t· you:r daughter' lIa, be aJo1 
in _~y wa1", . a:~lle 111,. so4ar. 8~.,1.: a happyll ttle 
kiel; a, grea:t. 811d.ler, &1.' ve~ ooa~e~~ed..', . 
Tell Qh~l !hank,. vel', ~oh fo~ the &O,l1t: it i8 very 
nice. I . wppose ~u. ~~e}.~ ~l1,:haYlng a P7 t ime, t 
Mother, running 8l'1tlUDti l~~:,~,b.;eca1",. Bi'll·J!as l"etu%'ll1Cl . 
fTfim Warren to-daT & DrO'llih~' .. ~uob· ~,cloye17 box of fresh 
Tegetablee With bl,l1 f01"5I-. One io.ito we1.gh~d·11 lba. 
w. gottbelllal1, YOu' %e-~(\re8.. I think I told 10U oYer 
the phone that "act the atolll1z., but Bill dO_lOOt, 
need 1 t now. Love from UI all.: Florenoe" ~ . .. _ 

. 
w. also reo.1 ve4 'tb1. letter froll, Xemee Oart.rl .... 

101 B18o'h &'~Gerber,,46. Yort Street, ~idiie~l·l",l-41. 

."1, 

i 

'.~ . ~ cookinG' fb1& 1. J~~t· ~ note to 'that ,JOf,ln 
ne,ar' ~Z'''1''1'~ ;,.. ~' to se,",Mit all aginn at next week-end , 
flOr InV " ~o'" -..... t .~.,.,. .' ~ 

,~ 

Ii' 
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fl,s. 
~ .oil"'.",," an 1d •• ~.hen 't'o eXpeot~'.eir dec1ded--1:n ra
ther &"J:IilXl'%"Wll"erl .. a1 a~ed me9verthe phone" & 1 forgot 
to even mention trai n e.' 1 had hoped" 'to, "getaae,at en 
the flyer, but it ls':booke,l1 :out'1or'be'thS .. t.~morn1llg & 
Friday night,: with the re8ult, that 1 11111 haTe to get & 
,slower train. perhapa the be.t1d~a _fo~ me would be to 
give )IOU a ,r1ng when I arrive ~n, Newcastle, & ihen you 
will know how '80011. to eXpoct. ~e~, "~, 
The n1ght that I 'left Dewcaatle 1 'had, the ,.u:.t attaok (I 

of home-sicmess ,'I" Te "baA. 8inot') , I:;l.ett '~1J1bane:,& I au ... 
ppoee 1 t waa the reaot1oa after ~old.ng pack to 011 0_ 
lonely 11 ttleDl~eaft~belng'w1 t,h a Jolly f&li11y 
crowd f01'.:&. wbile. Ho.eT.~t Iproll1iae 1t wont t happeu 
nflxt t1~e.You IlUst mi •• ~bI. $l1.c1:ery. JlUch; eapeolalJ.y 
Flo & Bcbert& baby. You 1Jl'o~blJ don't mow what to do 
y1 th )'Our t1 •• t , or have',ou a,1;1U,-ol\e, of them at home ? 
,Well th1. atarttd out to· bea note,. " 1',4 be,"er not 
~ble outor. ev~, wt, if .tIler .• 1. anyt~iDg at all that 
I oen get JOu,orb1'1q '~ with •• t you, 11111 let lie know, 1 

wont ~ JOu, as I~,4 be 0111 ~o glaa.·to do fUlytb1ng for ,oUe' 
.~U ",ou remember lie to JJ)O &J,V1 &: ~'9h114rell, " tell 
,them II. l.ook1DgtC)l:.",>"'t.o,:~OlJli ::tlrem again,; ~ ~el1 Kr. 
O~n8. ~bat tb1$ tt. •• 1-. 'qrfnginl ,II' .. sic ONe wi ih"me; .e. 
we'll, haTe to f1nd a plan18~ TiU S~~rda1. t:han.1 Love. 
Ismee.' '. 

Sun., Feb.2, 1947 .t.aat Thur.dar I got an injection in lIy 
right ,,1l!.'11 froll aiater KoOann. I bought aoae arbl.a for Re
bert Purdy &a' Il1r1"Ora'~~elf~1dge',. jib: '~'Qn the 1I&y boDe 
I went to *1111aae' heu8~,& got a Lo~ .~eque for 10/-•. 
Fred returrred fr01l10.asnoc)i, on Inday evening 'Wi th sore fe= 
et •• Charl1e 1~ tb1nk1n~,o,t ;l?u1:J.~,iJ.g alJo~t from a plan 
.ade by a nautioal ,englneer .. ~1 have begun to lIake anotbez 
ahaTing-eet •• Robert fur~1 ha~p~b"'b~1 started to go to 
lohool at li}l1g~.pn,e1' ~aubllan hal .tarted to 'attend the 11-
ayf1eld ,800001. RatJ1 1e~ter~ay •• ¢ Th1. eyening I wrote a l~t ~ 
to Selina Jlurphy. 

sun. Feb. 9~ 1947. L'ast 4obured.y I got an lnJ~ot1on from 
aister.MoOann.She told m~ that th~ dootor wished to see me nez 
Thursday as he has' a new liver extract that 1 s stronger 
than the old one & he wants to check-up on my oond1 tlon to 
reS':lllate my dose: I bought.' a 9/64 drill at payn te.l" I s for 
lIlt. , & paid the gas bill. We received the following 



1 etter from Florenpe:- I 
IiINyngan Box 15 2",,2";'47.. Dear Kotb·er,. We were glad to get such 
a n10e lpng ne,way letter~roD\ ~u.! t Qe'1"tatnly "was Wl'i tten when 
you we~e ':'in a·more. cheel'f'u.:l;D\Qpd. ·th'an~be'J1)JTevioue one.'. 
The au tinge wi th walt mu~t' bavtf 6h~ered you up ,,~ bl,t. lire. 
Henderson (neeR~ohel ,S~les) ,'must have been~'~ae'ed to see 
you again.; also Walt wBo.as····her favour1 tee .. You d dn' t 
men,tlonanyth1ng{<tbought- .'bout--B,e~B1e:Hen~e.rBOl1 nor the 
rest of tk!efamil y. " . lam 'glad.'.~erY01\" 1'13 0 ,kat bome,&. t 
that I vY'·~ trouble_is ;not :8~r1OU-s _.--; hope by this that she 
16 al1r1ght again •..... '. ESl!lee Carte~ 'must, !lave taken a fancy 
to you' :~re~rn-8o~Qu1okly.·' Yoti have '1l~Vi81 tor8 for a 
long time, &,'» as YOUS8.y, :1t>l?- ..,111 'aWreo,late 'a "a bl~'pot . 
qu1etnessnow ,that·thlngS bave returnedtono.rmal. Wli'ere 
is Fred worldrig -1, .II(henome·eaoh.n1glit, <"or only at week;...e
nde?--We are ~s~ri(h,rig:'cjn£~;8i..O-o'·.Slx-c.ot thl:a'1s: what I, 
owe you, & tb~'£"~ f~'r ,tlie::~i'6-tread~t;he f~e1gbt:- If 1 t 1 
1s any more let \1S know ·next--l.etter. ~ - Tl:)anks to:r~ all the 
sending you . have to do. Our get-awl'ly'waa "8q 'sudden I could8 
n t oolleot my' wi ts, muobless-my belon'gings; ,. -," ..' 
Thanks. for gettln~g the tyre ·fixed. rr~.Thanks "also , Dad, 
for the spanner~th.t-·you8ent ~v;erfGr ~he,'o~; they 'are 
very aoc~tab1e. The,.,.oal" ·ls· runn1ng ,-pretty well.. • 'lIe went 
for a little run after tea to-ni:ght: . 1- enjoyed 'the outing 
al though tbe~ 1s not lllU.oh' to Bee on' any of tbe roads out 
bere. You know·that,i'l"om cur tr.ip out here.ln the roarlng 
90s. I t's been hot ou't:bere lat~ly ... ~plenty of due t, bu t 
these last f e ... n,lgb,taba'leoee'n cool er~:Tc>-n1gbt -s'houldn' t 
dt too bad. el,tber. . Joy stands 1'1; ~~etty 'w~ll: 'she ls a 
good -k1ti- the happ1eatbabylnthe 1I01",ld. \tJ!;:onlylook: at 
her & she laughs, probably think'S .. e' are a dOpey looking lot. 
I welgbed .her . .laat weelptlhe'.as 12 pounds." , 
On tenth. of tbe mc)ntJl the.oliri1o oaroalls, & I'll go &- have 
$ cheCk.,.up .. on ber .•• 1ght &herfeed •• -- ' '. 
'sOMO ldi d no t stU t her e last ... ek.- I think 1 tstarts on 
Tuesday.,&: Ebbert w11.lSO Jinless .weget wo:td :to-morrow 
that)Jr. Jlatthew8 has a mov·e ,from here. 'If he has we won't 
start Rob.ert un.t11wegetthat'bouse.', It will be better to 
start bim 0 if from, tbe.~e .. Hce se.ms to be' bette-rthan be 'lfa8. 
W" oO\1ldn t t get hi''!'; toeattorawb11s. but. he la. b.etter now" 
His playma-tea ,went, blt oouslns of Maxwells "the same name 
too) oame ,1n- to the house' the 'next day,& :he 'l.'fri ends wi th 
the 4 oh11d%en. ther~,-~"t}l~.li,t_tle girlatth,e !baok spends 
• c>,t:, of ti~:.t1me here;:'so hela perfectly: .bapp.1. 
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The llW1ynext door ( Mrs. T01f1Utend ) ,brin"gB her. new baby hme 
on Tuesday:R(lbe,rt isannoua to~e.her, although he can·t 
1:magtne It-tobe as good alS Joy.WEl'l, 1:t' 8 getting late, 
& time for bed. JOY bas had her last bottle cfor thedaI~ It s 
nearly 11 p.'nl.- & time -to'settle her down fol' the nigh II. We 
never hear her aga1~ nuti 1 6 a. m. Cheerio. our love to all.. 
Florenoe. at 

We also reoeivee this letter from,Walter:-

1159 Gregory Toe, Br18b&ne~2-47.' Dear' Folks, I aseum<e 
that you have,- by ,this time" had a ring f.rom Johnny CRoae 
) who left bere yesterday, & who' will have eXplained any de= 
lay in wrl ting as belng due to lack of news about any pOI1l 
81 ble transfer •• Added to that, of oourse, was the greater 
diffioulty 1nwr1 ting whilst be, was here, & the fact that 
11 ttle of lnterezt bas happened sinoe my return. We had 
qui te & ple~.ant tr1p· Up Clespi te the fe.ot that the tOp 
tank of the radi&tol', was leaking, & tbefan threw water book 
over the d18trlblior,DXtlilHUI eo oaus1ng the engine to 
cut out every 20 mile. or 80. Thla requ1red that a dry rag 
be wrapped 8l'ound the distributor at iniezvala t & that 
the raaiator be refilled perlodlo&lly/; but 'the trol~ble hag 
sinoe been reotlfled, &: the job of putting on a new rear m 
mudguard haa .taried to-day. We arrlved here on the SUnday 
nlgbt. after calling on Eamee'll peOple, who were holidaying 
at Ooolongatta. John appearee to be qui te impressed vi th my 
room,& fa01li tie. on his arrlv&l. I was glad to arrange a 
oomfortable b~ for hlDl

i
Wb!Ob he used to the full. 

In fact he dcd U ttle e 8e wt 8leep but sleep 8: rest du
ring his wbole fortnlghtt.8tay~; witb an,oooaslonal walk 
8: a oouple of game. of golf •• ~e weather was alternately 

ery set or very hot &: humid, but I feel that be enjoyed 
himself n verthele8s. Mrs. Jones &: daughter have been away 
in S)<iney sinoe e&1:11 January, but are due to return to-moro'Jf@ 
In the meantime Jlr. Jone8 18 batohing &: do1ng a good job 
of preparing my breakfa.t, for me eaQh day •• 
I suppos E8Dlee came up fo~ the long w.eek-end as in te;{~ed 
Intendf!d. I hope that both she &: you enjoyed her IItayo ,al
~e1t 18 certainly more diffioult with no oa.rava11able. 
l,t Just teemed rain up here. practlcallY the whole time, so 
I was 1u()k y that I had not arranged to go down to the OOllst, 
where 80 man}' people beoame marooned by the flood waters. 
HOlf 1s everybody doing? What of llum l 8 eyes & leg, also Ivy6 s·· 
X ray? Everybody here is fine & I have now x8ugbt Up on 
practically all. the, leeway in tl,le,o;(f1oe" 1011 let you 
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know if there i8 anynew8 ofpartt'cular 1nterest,but this 
is all for now. Oheerio. Wal." 

Thur. FeD. 13, 1947. This "morn1ng I got my usual injection 
:!romsister J(oOann~-'She"sa1d -that-·tbe'dootor' had looked at 
my r cord-oards & wished me' to get a blood-count taken every 
4 months towatob my 'pro-gr.... .1 must only get one. lnJ ection 
each fortnight in future. At Sorbr 8 I bought 2 ouncea of 
r1vets (6d.} & 3 'Ounoes--o,{-'518--ti'nglea (4d).--llra.,.?J·at·ts -wan 
not at the post office to reoei"e oontribut1ons" 110 I d1d 
not pay her.-' The- lon:g' dx:ought 1n thenor-weato! N. S. W. 
hars broken, & now b1g flood" are fearro. }J.rs JloKel1 i8 now 
the useless governor..:general of Australia. & J-lm McC-il."r 1. 
state premier in bis p1aoe." ha.' 'el."ry W&8 buried. th11l week. 

. - -- - ''-' - -

ll1"8. Terry i. the mot~er of Frank Terry, who married Daisy 
ltoanmond-~lvT' 8 aiater.- .' . 
Thiseven1ng I wrote a ahort letter to :w. •• Helen Pilpel 
of 22 North street, Mount La1l'1-ey,- Wea-ternAuatralla, asking 
bel' to aend some ,ar8apap111& leavest0 me it she oan obtain 
them tbere~' 

I have wrftten tbfff()llow1ngnYerses::-
XXXXXp RQ£IIUI'. :; .. 1< 

. :, "'."". , ',~ , 

A PlUPEEC.Y.';; fTwle) SOlie Time We', U Understand lt • 

So rae day. it 11&1 be age. henoe,. 
;' The world, ,hall. ri(l~t".el..fot k11lg8; 

(' Then queena wi th pGl1p & pr1de 1_ena. 
Shall go wiiho the!" u .. ,l'... th1nga;--
Oho~.:-·. ., ~ ,.,' 
No 'na,ti.n ne~. a.:flgui,~~d , 
Nor dicta~.z_':w~· neTe" 4~lT'.·;: . 
En1ighteneimen;oan eam. their .. bread 
~d d, all' ge.,e~n~ng, :th ••• l.,e •• d • 

" -

Alr .. ~y _re,; t~ h.lf the e~th 
I. g'C)verne~ ell • lqngle.a, plan. .. 
FOl',.thGuglltful.aen .f,~en.e & werth 
HaTe oeaaf!d, to, 4,~fy a m~.'· . 

No more s~all king., b,T "right diVine"; 
Elloullber '> ooet~1 •. nee(lle~8. thfone.,.. .,": 
Nor pr10e~~~s gema reapl,ndent ahi.ne . 
On orowns of 1dle.ueele88 dr.nes. 

. i: 

, 
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I 'No, palaoes shall then be raised 

W'here royal paraai tea may lurk 
ExtraTagan tly dresaed & praised, 
While hcm.eat men do uaeftll _:rt. J , 

I No more, in that enlightened day, 
Shall kings monopolize the job 
( F.r !lost uncGnecioilable pay) 
Of gov erni ng the p lund ered 110 b. 

T"pn li ttle ohildren ahall not sing 
It llod saTe our graoious king, II at sohool, 
Nor venerate a pampered king 
Who may be repreoa. te or fool. 

Those relics of a savage past' , 
Whioh 18ya1 sycophants adore, . 
Shall en earth's rubbish-heap be cast .• 
And monarobies shall be no mere. 

·un. Feb. 23, 1941 Last Wed. I went to the Newoastl\ 
abow at Broadl1eadow

l 
but Oame away d1sap:t:Ointedl\. 

as I saw 11 ttle to ntereat or inetruot me. Aa ' 
u,sual there wu a publ1oan' 8 booth ~here wi th 
1 tl uaual bob of fools polsoning themselves. ' 
I dtxi no t go to the hoap1 talon Thurst\ay, as I 
have to ilttend only onoe a fortnight now. Fred 
came home from C essnock on Friday. Jose bas hCl 
had a lot of trouble w1th a man named Bignel1 
at the ,.teellrOrks. Bignell has been insulting' 

&. abusing Jose fOl; about 4 year., but ;,hen 
Bignell oall!rl biull a liar Jose tried to punoh 
hiM, but got knooked out, as Bignell 1s muoh 
younger & blgger. Kinley got an eXplanation of 
the troubl'e from ,Jos •• & proll1sed to haye an 
inquiry made. at whioh he promised to attend. 
I t wag held reoently, but K1nley, & other hlgh 
ofticial. who .bould have been present were 
abeent,so JOle said he would leaTe the .teelw-
!fork ...... Finally he was persuaded to remain a f 
fortnight to aee if Bignell would keep his pr-
orlise to be ciVil in future. 

~"'~ I) 

.. 



URISBANE OFFICE: NATIONAL BANK CHAMBERS 

180 QUEEN STREET. PHONE: B 8422 

HEAD OHIC~: 

MELBOURNE OFFICE: CAPITOL riO\) 
109 SWANSTON ST ... C.l. 

ST JAMES [Jl':LDII--lGS, 107 ELIZABETH ST., 

SYDNEY, N.SW. PHONE: MA3167 SYDNEY. 
10th February, 1 

Dear ~tr. Cocking, 

You say, that if I require a secretary, I would 
ask for references. It might interest you to know references 
do not interest me. I go·by judgement - in other words, 
I use my brain and think. I am sorry for your sake that 
you cannot see sense orIeason in my witholding names and 
addresses of patients. 

I .have not asked you to blindly accept my recom
mendation at al].- I pointed out upqn what, Eye Culture is 
based. If you cannot reasonthe comm~nsense of it, then 
it is just as well for your wife not to take up Ey.e CUlt~e. 

Get it out of your head that I am urging your wife 
to be a patien~ because I do not want patients who cannot 
recognise commonsense in Eye Culture through their own 
reasoning, because, unless they can reason, they cannot be 
taught to strengthen their eyes as the brain controls the 
vision. 

I am not prepared to teach peo.ple to think. I 
am too busy helping those who do think. Why should I 
spend hours of my time trying to rna ke a person think, if' 
they do not do it themselves? .At one time I did that, 
but wrecked my helath in the process. The result was, 
that for 12 months, I was not unable to do any work 
because of the long hours I devoted each day to helping 
people help themselves. 

Yours faithfully, 

~z4'~~ 
1~4~· j 
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have 1'eoe1 ved thi s letter froa- oousin selina Murphy:-

. Digby street, Kadina,South AUG. ) '''lSl1nday 16...2-470 

r~ Dear Joe, Wife, &. Famlly, Here 1 t 19 at last ~ I have 
been golng to wri t~ to you for ages -now, but 8ol'leq01Y 1 t j 

I l~ Juat gets put off. " Well, I waa very pleased to reeei \l'e 
your very nice letter laat week ; &:pleaswd to know that 
lOu are sUll 4kL the good old path. I was beginning to 
wonder if you had gone enyeul'-long-1'eat. I was quite 
thrilled to reeelve )lOur photos. It ls ver.y nioe of you 
all, Well, Joe, I &II ever 80 much better lately since 

ces I taking 20 bottles of aedic1ne &. tonlos, &. a few weeks 
i away to.1 )'Oungeat son' s forabtrXii:iHiX~H~X perfeot 

rest that I had. .' But aince I 1I1'0te to you I have had 
a bad tl.e. - I had a bad fall over two suit easea &. hurt 
my left knee badly. t' was In bed 3 weekS,&: I, had .. drea-
dful knee. I had to go to 1JaUaroo hoap1 tal ,to get tt 
I rayed. 'Doctor thought I had broken a bona in the e.p 'J 

I ' but there was no bone broken, but I was ahooked by the fa-
11.. Then I had enlarged heart. I had not got '"el1 from 

'e. 1 t all when I had a bad. ,t1iaOk of bronohi tla; &: doctor 
-gave 8e a good overhaul, . oalle te' the conolusion that t 

e had got 80ae klnd of arth'!l tl. all through .y IYlt"a, all 
in the aUlolea of .Y ltollach &: 1 t afleeted ",. baCk; flO he 
gaye me medicine to take --plenty of 1 t --so I am lota 
better. Ily baok 1_ not near ao p:a1nM; but ray eye8 are 
bad.' I've got a treat to 'W'l"i te or read, oreYen' do any 
sewing;, they a:re Ju.t atreamingall the tllle. I haYe 
to ~1 ,e In '~ells, 
Well, that 18 enough of .y llOrrles. I hope ,ou are all 
well Your 8on-loota well, & h1s wife 1. a dear 11 ttle 
thing. I think your W1fe' haa gone thin, but 1t le very n1-
o'e. Now, JGe, I am Gorry to tell JOU that I loat _Y 
dear 81.ter Ellen --that 1_ Jlrs,' Robert_ Mowbra,.,. he d 
died on the 10th of 1aat NOTember- after iL long I11nlls; 
&: aunt L1zz1e Verooe ha. been dead 18 IIOntbs J if not more. 
Her .on Hen1'1 ; that _he waa' 11 v1ngwith, 1s a very slok 
lIan. I hear he hal had to g1 ve up work •. He haa a delioate 
wlfe. poor old. Diok,. Wb1 te waaburiedlut week. He 
.aa well ."er 80.' The reat- of the Wb1 'e. ar.anlall 
allve. Well, Joe, 1t 1a Ju.t loTe17 that our 0018 are 
all at holle from the horrid war, but atl11 there!a a lot 
to worry, fo~ ~e poor lads ~an' t get hoU.~8 to liTe In. 



Uy GOD LLOyd had • nI0~-1io.e2~~.:.. 0'1" courae a :rented boa&-... 
be oould:no"t· ~t '19Ork: here&: "had -togo to'· Wll'1811& Then hI" 
wife went up there to;l1vew1th·. -woman 1'r1-end .theU.· •• 
well.! t 'was 0 Jc "foi" a_;1"~. ·llon:t.h'l;~hen, the ·l:.(y p10ked up 
w1 tb a san&: wanted lHJ? home:tO' h~_~8elf.,&:out .-theyhad.to 
go. Well, do you know-~ he o-.u" t' ge t a- bou~ 1n WAYalla. 
He 1. tn_one' plaoe&-h1-"--w!-!e'·'-·& --h18;~fe ie -work1.ng .t a 
hotel for • home,'&: they are' board1ng.. The 11 tt le girl in 
I.notherplaoe. ' -- Yet~·he ha.-.,....goodXp .. e Job~t~~ret.i tlL 
oyer 6 pound, per .. eek" at.·_ hie painting t~ade,. ~:(Igf)t their: 
goode &ohattel •• tored'-.w.,.'1tt'.c.~-gal'age. ~ ~ 1M-, bou81ng 
n,,"oblem 18 .wtul. There 1. not • house in tad-1na that you 
oan get. Sh9J)8 &.llare-turned into dwellIng houses. . 
l! yother eon th.~ re~rn~ 1, Just. as bad. . . He go t 2 untu
I'nl ahedroofla, &: uee,;ot-:·ldtchen ,c'wi:th •. WO"'1~··· Adelaid e.' 
He 18 working at hia Q~d Job ,in .• g1"Gcerl.~lz./ They are 
eXpecting a little 'one·~any·d.,:now. H1eo~h~·.llttle boy 

i •• Yer tiTe. LloJd O,n .. l.r b-: •.. one .. _:~rl. &. '8. ~~e ... IiJ .. '0., v~r 8.:..-a lovely gIrl., 'Ialll;ar-oal-gre.t,-,gr&l;ldmoth .. ,. ,Joe •. , .. 
My olde.t d.ughte1"O~lye' • "girli. lIal"l1.ed .b..a a. aon 10 
days old .•• My yoting •. ,~ girl,' ;Hii'.l,lJ.ve. near 'rae no .. ·....... . 
been here for. ,a 10,n.g.~~~ _lJ~!~~~.0"'Sh~ lo.t h')rhusband thr- . 
o ugh the ftret --~rld.:~. Jl7,)I(Jn.'·To~ i. aU:ll .. a lonely;·.an. 
You know I tOld YQu J~l .• ~wif:e-·;.1~;1(~,,_ 2 ye.,r •. &go_laat New 
Ye~·nay •... H1.·oliie.t,g1;l'l~"l1've'., 1fl th me.-. The other 
girl laa'16 y.ater4,ay •. Sh •. 1!.."rk~-,-~t"th. h~te:th~e n"w.' . 
About ·thla lfr., ~"eY~-i- J.reiUlY;.'ion'.,.t; know .• 1l1thlng abo-
u t hla:lonlyicnQw a Ben Dav.,,, .. : .. The. ,Rantonl·a. hay·e. all -
gone ,olle!fhere: rr •• llllie~tr~ ·liear ... anything of. thet'l. ". 
The Groses haT·e· all lett htU:e ,~e t,ar aa.I .k~:w. 
It 1 •• pIty, Joe., that Flerrle'-. hu.ban~f.¢ter. 110, &: tat 
they •• n' t be ne.r you. ~ tIll ,'Jll.t;~.l1~ke. fOu~ea'y ; it .,._ 
11ke FlorrIe lean en'le-fx:~. Jjq.e~.:.I~.aiI p-1ea~ed to know 
that ~be h·a. a little glr.l. l~e'a;.:.~,h~7 are"l>roUd of' her. 
It 1. nice to know th.t youi". D()y8:,ue.~l sO well In Jobs 
& 80 faradv¥Gei, J(y .c:m:wa •. in .N_ewo •• tIe.· .• dar' pIe ... 
.lUre wben' at: ~&mp~ I..~.t:ed]l1JDto trJ to .. flnd'JOu· out·, bl t 
he hid no tlme t~ do eO .. b.e .... 1d~:. He: iia a lovel~- boy: you 
would l1~ke .h1.~-Jo4'.'· -X. 1 t, YJSry" hot over your way? . 
It ha. been oruel here -- the .,r.t~e~ I· ,have ever kn
own. I, ge:t fl'~t out, these d.Y •• ~· : Well,' Joe." .y old pal 
ura. Gear~ .. ~ very ~oJc. pera. on. ,SQe.\lla.~l>~e~l.n;. ho8p~ tal 
8: had a bIg ,9,Rer.~~nSh.e.ba. not.pee.n .ble.to .. vi·at t- •• for 
over 6 mon tps 1l0W~ , 1~";IIl1.ss .... h~l-.. qlJ'." .~~. ",,1f§1'4Lllke a1aters. 
She 18 at hOlle &- getting on G "l:., . bUt cranl't walk 11ke abe 

',' . ..' ~ 
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l u.~d to,& she ,:1.1n her 77"h-year. I am over 70; ·!IIybr ... 

, , other J111i 18 7'Z __ , ,,' ',WlIt, .Joe'""I .~nk:~:L~&T,.8 C',tol:t lOU' 'all 
I oanfo~ ;-no •• ~c: ·lfy1am1,l1:e'.'1I1",eare~.11.e'll'. I'-tru.st you 
& yOU'l"8 are 11·~~ae.. '. 'I"'bop'e :"you ~undel"ITtaMIIY' letter. 
as I-am ... pOQ~ "lIPel1:e~~, -,- Sb'c~r'-'IIl'.t·""lBhyou-all 'the' 
thevtJry bes ... ·of a'happy, 1"-a'1' ,&._ ~'~'althy -one too to you 
you & your II. ,So obeerio. Abou t'theBrtckllan~tHaTl"y i ~ 
dead,& Jlu.rphy. Blll 111 de"'J~ "EDala, 1-ar. ago. lIar1a Dalby 
18 dead. too. Annie Dalby 'waa:,"h~e-ye~1ierday'to see me.She 
wa. )(1'8. warne, but ,111, a wid.ow-now ••. l'.ollY DRley 1s up at 
)brray Br1dge-80lIewhere,.&--Lot-i1e G11.ell, iii still 1n Sydney. 
J(ary Gilell --tl?~t is Lot:t1e's~ 81ater ';"',Mr8~, Fred Terrill, 
i8 in Broken Hill. Unole S:teve~Gile.1a,d.ead ,,&: Olive Gile. 
1a dead too. l.donlt k-now,wher_~joung',S'teVe Giles 1s, tut 
young Oharlie G·,lea 18 'deati,-&al1nt ~aria, D~lby i8 dead 1 
long yeara ago. ~ Sh~ •• a mYj DO,ther'. a1a~er. So oheer10. 

(
Joe; wri te lIOon.Love to all of your 'faa1l,y •• From, your ' 
oousin S~llna Kurphy.',· :'...,' , 

We alao got thie let·ter. from,Flo~enoe':-

"NyngRn, 18-2-47. Dear .l&otb~l'· 'fe received. your letter on 
saturday. I w.ppoae 1 t would· have been! the p08·t offioe 
early in the week. but we had, 8llC~ a ,wet week tbat I oou
ldn t t go down, to oollect t)le .~l~. I· intended munre1'1t; 
1 t on SUnday night ,but the; Oolbrana oalled ,( the pig-1Ian) 
wi tb their new baby,& .aoth. letter was postponed. It 18 
raining here t~n1gb:t.'We bad.' astorlll earlier. in the n1ght p 

& 1t 18 .till ra,1ning. Th1a ,rain i8 geod: 1t baa inapired 
.... 1U to .tart a garden. We .hav,e no idea when we ahall b~ 

I 
.-Tlng) but we are qui tebappy ;here. ~ow.·_ ,oUr neighbours 
are good, & that lI&kea a b1g difference. RGbert started 
.cheol on the 4th 8f the IIIOntb!: is very entrus1.aUa .bou~ 
1, t. I onlybope tbe enthua1a' •• doean' t wear of!, but I, d. ..... 
n' 'i think 1 t wi'll w.h11e'heha. ,the teaoher be ha. nOlfu He 
.tart~. off by .altlng her ~ld .he oane the 11 ttl .. boys lie ,11'1., & ahe told, ,him, liB 0 II ,. only the -b1g 'ohildren get the 
eme. The kiddie. ~e ~ll very 'fond 'of her, & Judging 
by Ro\lert. they don't seem to· be ODe ,bit afraid.of her. 0 

I lUI glld peter. 1. eettling down all right~' It-as' a relief 
tau" to know.that Robert wall & ,t •• till, keen abOut 1 t.'. 

j E':retry dalY ht'heioko~:!~~lIIte in th atars
t 

bthe teaobe
t 

hPults ~n hig 
lfO ",. n ~. u tion mu. e a gre,a ep to ~bert" 
ae aeeas to take partin moat of the llttle play. they have 

I 
1. n the 01a88. Ye8terday he .a"the nlf in Red Ri,ding Hood 
He was in another one to~day.but loan' t think what it was • 
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about.. Anyhow II be' ,gets~. lot:bf i'fun'Qut of l,t"& it 1s·a_ 
hard Job tOke;epmh1'mat' home' •• On'·r1d.y it rained :heaVi
lY al1day;so l''1n'.1--~''''''C)n.alnt,:~ltytngra'hoDle,"cth .. 't'd1l7. ' 
but the otber-4.1I!1Jl ... _,~ .... , '; ~,e';.ay8)th~r-e'1i. nothing to 
do at" home; 1ctt'~iI-'better-:--to-be·FU.-,'80bool .. No.:lc--h.Ye ,been :d 
doing a bl t of ,bo&atl:'!l,g :"about t.h~f~n.,· I '~ave :tQ ,putln 
a word for tbe-"daughter--:tOo-;' -'--,you,wollld ~love- her .1-f-yg\l 
eould see her now. I forgot'to tell, you -that weeka ago alle 

started laugh! ng o~t-1:0ud-:c(:befor~, all'-"'. --3 -~mollth'8)-.-Sh. .. 
beats RObert aa ~ b~bJ-- ·he wa~ 4~,lIiontha.:.; She .Jjl ,the ,best 

.~ happiest baby -in :the--"lI'O-rldy;'-&--~leli. -.he:-;aMera constd
<el"ably, we baYe obo"en'the right nue for ber.. I haven't 
taken ber-- to ·the ol1n10;'1et~;:',!t"'-lIa8' h-ereLyeaterd.aT' but I 
was w .. cah1ng..,& -1t go:t ·away ea-rl;~:",.*hi.· moi'ning,80,.! mailed 
1. t agatn~'Bu t I ~ tb1nk-ttWi;-nc

,-lje ; bao k;' ."pin· ~nl2 -0 r: 3,lJeo. 
eke .. 1/80 IllTt:r'yte .e.l~~h. 81a,terth.en, •. 1n .... he, ... antll11e 
Joy see •• very ,c:on,t_ted.:,:"".o-.'l~~denf,t·~t-h1nkl-ne-ed to worry. 
NO., l-iother,;, btt,ckto ~u:r lett,er~Agl\1n. (,I __ don',t, tb1nk I 
ca..'1 ~klte InlucnlllO:U :a.boqt 'the~td'a-:);.- :' I ~e~' ~t help but , 
feel that you ue being oad:l'Y'robbfJd, J:ut"ae e1ng tnat you 
are so emphatic aboutlta"be.~:~gthat _y I ,.can'.'t d.c much 
about i t.Anyh01t', thanka very ilueh~ YrliJ.Jl1~11on.lr •• 
To·l.! ce~ta1n1;y- helpe.ct: ;1!le'~out-ot.~.::rbad.=:81 tuatto!lby putting 
up wi th U8 '8Q!lOl'ilg.'I:' suppoa.e 'YOu are en.J ,yini a "ell ... e~rned 
reat nOlf.tbatall ~ItYou:r "lddalt'-ll.ve-,'gOne' ,;aga1n,& e.v:erything 
haa aettlcttldown to"notbla~~' '~~, lJl'll~'&;- I,u&';well" ,&1 though 
a ooup'le~of:' -tlD'te. ;)al'n(,-e-·-ye':.alrl~,b'OIl'e~IB111' ;:;h.8-,~!ha4~, ,a all ght 
stufflneaa, bUt the- -,a.tomtse%", aoon t1x~"h111 .. up.Ye8tei'day 
',.,bilehe ".ad1'ggil1g:-::the- bei&lf'~t~n' utt Ja~bit-, oot ope.in 

.3: used the' apray, &; he'wa •• l·1~r1:t aga1n·& won't on wIth 
the 'Job. r '~rlJ.ve'c}'Quha;d~.:~-Y'ln'e.'-[;f.~II-=1f~t"l"",;-la't .. ly?" ,. 
Where 1. he ,li"lfelYl't'O ~nt«t.;""" .'31- i.eil~ ;~.ay>y·to~ay for 3 
hou ae "frocks 'from ;Gr~e-:C_o'thlSr.~-·;~l3J:nT;;' •• '~\ t'o -- put "that. In 
black lette~a.l Wpp08~1 hethi!n~1i r:, .... :peln.&dlaloyal, •. 
lla:roua & ':O •• ~;" bt!ltetb.ey.''Couldn·t-.qW~Y+the.i '&'-I'~",'-hop1ng . 
that tbt. firm will. '~' '-'Che~;rl~ .. ~~p~~u,.ar.e .• ll, well.Ou:r 
love- e8p.c1:alJ:y)Robert·,~~ r.ur-~.Flo-r.oe." ,~ . , ' 

• :-... ';,,:' . '+, , 

Sun~,: l!ar.~, 19'4r-.~.tc"Thar.d.'Y_rnlng l' paid Mrs. lfat-
1. 41:0' .U'b~· for ,@.e.,fena1one~.' ·4M9~.t1on. I got _, 
1 nJ eo t1 on -at- tlrebo-8pl~ .. i1'f rOlI-::,';.iTt'-er~-,](c-:'&nn, ~ wel'gh ed 
ll¥!elf. :147'W, e1 gh'ta:·_, ,89 atone. lot 'pound.". ~ bGught a 
3/16dr111 'at';at ' .rbytat.r'll8.~ - " " , , 
Yesterday we~rece1ved the fellowlng ~etier fro. Artbur:-

~ 196 ! l1aw&rraRGad, M~r1okV111.,. 
/ 

Mum told me that ahlQ 

I 
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haTe the R-laster, or whatever 'you-oall it, off Dad' & legt 
abGut 2 montha-afterh-ebumpedhis-ah1n.n the biketi.e • 
.. bQ:ut nov. Since the' l;>ump~ng ".as my fau~ t, I ve be en p
retty conoern-ed;-abGut-howthe leg -ia-,--bGtI-knolJ -you folk 
"Guldn't know until the :g:1aater waa off. Ho" ie it., 

I de hopett -has-hea1ed by now ••• -. -.",.,..-Phyll __ haan'_tbeen 
teo bad , oonaidering,& is quite jIeased to reCeive brea
kfa&t in bed. --- N-e-x-t-,I'Y-e-dec1-ded.nu __ to_pllreue lI.y U~i 
course- thia year, because the time-tableworka out ~ery 
awkward. I oan't leaTephyll to look after_ the k1da, get 
their tea, wash ~p & cet the kids to b~ all on ber oun, 
but that' s 1rhat __ troul<1~n.Teto happen 1f· I did the aubj eats:, 
I intended, bedause lectur'es ar·e at 6,5 ,6~ 5& 5p~m." <iix 
during the 1feelc..p.stead of Art. I'll thinking -Pf going 
f<>r an aoo untancy c·ertff1o&tethtougn-a: corr.e-ap<>ndence 
CQUI'8e from_ the. Tech. Wi tn very hard work I think· I could 
be UXIIUliUtll1 a qualrfledacrc-oun-tant--in---about 2 .. ye-
ar.. Ibaven' t' abandoned the idea of the B.A. ;. just poat-
pon~. -it.-Lltt1"e~-Judith-1.-runnlng----.-l-l$yer the place n01l. 
She ia her oheerful old self again. -the happy ryPe of kid 
you knew when we werein--Nayfi.ld--theti •• befor~ l •• t. 
He r· head i. a lIall of curl, like a tangle of ap.UD gold. fk>n' t 
.thinkfrQm thi-.tha t8hellpretty:ahe'l not; although 
passers-by often remark on "what a. fine, Iturdy 11 ttle boy 
1t he"- 1 s. . Lately I'-ve-bad'lihe -oareo! _the kids on ay hands 
qui te a let & theY've been like 2 11 ttle angels, as though t 
they-realise . that',ayhands are prett_y full. 
The boss haa asked me to aet as an understudy .to the Careers 
adVi.aer, who -18_j:ll.l_e_:rQ __ r_prQm_()_t~~!l ___ !_~~_1 __ ~_on.That lIeans that 
I tIl oome 1n for tbe jo~ ahort11, & I aon--t--look-forward to(J 
it. A _c~ret'.;_ ~y.1.e}:'_~_~_~a moat of tbe school records" 
"orks out & co-ordinatea' tne---tflle--tabl-ean -ac-te~e--intermedi
ary between tb.~ head lIlaster'&-'staff, intervi<ie'iyi parents, 
& advises p:aren~l&-tkfda) on tlU~('O~ioe-~~~9ulf~tt:onS' •• He 
usually has an offioe near the boss' a, &/ hJLQ a lot'of hi s' ti
me wasted by ~1\~--.t<tll:el-r1»1.8' fI,'becki~;ioall;,,-':ll- the time. 
The job i B a' ga teway to" a Re8~roh' Dep"arltmeri t;' . pOsition suoh 
So s D1 striotSchool- eoun-qt;-t;'--O-rc~-~~ fr.~-l-r:-,,~--::;.~d~gree & Psy-
ch9logy II. live only ,d,oneJPaych,J., -& liould1l' t{have a ohance 
to 9-0 p ayeh I-I.-torul-nUlll?~f/-o'i;~~~,~ .. -J"r.~; -;:th)at-i -t;-- w,~ll mean 
nei tber extra, pay norpromoti.on: tOt .iIi. IbUt '1 t l!f'lly/"'do m.e Borne 

fO~!.Jf 1~n~~: }~~~~~Sund'ay' night:--'r-t~ ,.ert,t /speaking to . 
him long. Ehyllisdad he~lU'd _~.ba~lI'~~:.Smythe (who bas a pr
actioe inU Cairns) r ,. i b' -1' gi" ! C hri 'L.&f- id'R- h r- - for a was r n ng· S' ".L e v1m e e' 

. (! . \' 
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holiday, when the oar h~ w .. s driving o_Ql_l1_ded. 1fi th a lorry. 
Hi s wife waski1red &: lie was cri tioall y injured &: 111 not 
expected to 11 vee Laet pOint. we re going to iTohn's for E-
aster while the1rmo~ _-oome he~e; so if you want a ho 1iday, 
Mum & Dad, come hel" e before Easter ,come down the opast 
,,1 t h--l:;UJ-,---&---we-t-l-}---'-tak-e-'--you'--;---r-oun<rs:,rrU-e1n -J ohnno 'iii 0 ar , 
& then you oan stay wi th us a day or 2 after we return. 
Think lt over.-ph-yl-l-i-s &---t-~---k1ds a-en-d--tlfelr~ove~·· ---
AX thur. II --

Fr1. Mar. 7th, 1947'- Yesterday I reoe1 ved a p~ro~l of 
lIarsa.p,a:t:l lla leav •• from Yrs ...... Thornton -1'1 th the fo-
llowing note:- . ,'_.. _ 
!lH111orest,P.O.- Adamatown,-Ne1lOdtle,N. S;1f. lIaroh 4th, 1947. 
Dear !Ir. Cook lng, No doubt you will be, thinking I have 
forgotten all aOOu-t- mY-prom1:8etG-8end eorae sarsapar1ll-
if posaible •.. Well, I have been trying ever slaoe, but. 
untll the railloaae- &:--It--ahoteut1t-w'' harfltofi.nd •• 
Well. it 1s no~ moh,· but I win try to find you aome 
more & send en. 1 de truatit--wll1 e.G-,eu -good, &: that 
you h.av. better health ln the future. Yours truly Urs. w. 
Thorn ton. H--------

This m;:>l"ning I wrote a short letter 1~ r_~ly-~ M_rs. ThQrnton. 
rhave reoeived a poeto-8,Tdview- of Federarion Bridge,' Mur
,,111utnbimby ,·on t~e bao_kof whioh ~:ebl:lte ~~~~!p{51fFote:-

I 

I 
\ ... 

II Mullumbimby, _:-e~da.y 2-3-47. nee;t Gran~ma & ~~~~fat~er,_ 
Tbi e 1 s-- just a· oardshowtngwhata~lovety irttU town Mu1:Ium 
1. s also to tell, you that I am havlng a wonderful holiday 1~ . i apt te of the rain. wb1Q-h--haa--f-al-l-en-praolto-altr-.n----the -time 
I have been here. Ihop~ you are both well & not work1ng too hard 

Tov. trom Daphne.-It-y. - ... .. . ...... --
Fri. Mar. 14, 1947. y. e.8terday I got ln early at thepos_'t 0 

office & paid Kra.-- 'latta -4/- foz--thfrpen-SiOnSl'8' assOCiation. 
I had in lnJection from slater" McCann, At Soott's I bought 
a dressing-table set con-si-at1ngof'- -2--1ioyleYfnt--a-oentre pieo. 
for 5/6 to send to Mrs W. Thornton at Hlllorest, Adamstown. 
I sent 1 t to herlnthec-&f-ternoen---by--regt8tered: envelope. 
I also bought Yum a dark brown blind 3 feet by 6, but rhere 
was no rl11er attaohed-tk1t. Our Fred-went-by-traln to 
Sydne}~ early' in the week to be ex~m1ned as an applioant for 
tho post tion af meuse- punting, He slept -a:iA.rthur, s plaoe 
& was examlnei next morning • He will be notifled in about; 

• 



, 
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!/ ) 1;~· been appointed or not. He retur-
~dweek' 8 time whethel", he t 

ed to'Cessnook on Wednesday. I haverecei ved the follomng 
lettet from Mrs. Webst6:-' 

"15 Greenfield Terrace.portreath. Cornwall, England. Jan • a 
1947. Dear Mr.Cecking.I am thinking·!· ought to erite you 
again (as) I felt that 111' last letter was a funny one, for my 
nerves were lJot1pset w1,tbF.atheI"lJo bad with his heart & sto
mach & 80 depresSed •• ]))ctor told him he can't do any more 
dor him. He couldn' thave,&n .operation- as his heart i8 very 
weak. I think I :told you that he fell down last Easter & 
not been well since, &, ao well bef_ore, -- like a 'school-boy 
moving about. I' can> tell '~u what 1fi th the woiry when the 
war was on & ~he.,old plaKe. over' our;h,~adJl,nlghts,&days, no 
rest, I used to think they would drop on us sometimes, bu t 
they dicln' ~J but 2 dpoppec!. ~o t ~B:ll_YYfl!ds away &. the dear 
men all b.unt to deat'h, ~ some little bopys had it as well. 
They were bu rned . 80 b~ 'the, still haye lIarks of the blrns.' 
I do hbpe'youall-'bada'happy Obr1atfU.s&were all wefl'.lIlXll 
~un We spent a ,very nioe Ohr1stlla8. Fred & his wife & 
:tam~l~ i & Frank &h1s 11 t-tle .. 'fam1·ly oaun~dQwn. They'rc 
all wel, b~rring out oolds. . We. haYe had aome d.readful we
a thdr: torten-ts'o! -rain,&"wind.: .... I, n-ever remember suoh a 
winter. N~, boats could oom~ 1n or out ef our 11 ttle port, 
bu t ·thank GOd we wereblessedt we had no water in. I n 80m e 0 f 
houses the roofe were blown oIf & ohimneys oame down. 
Well, .. it wasdread.!ul. Wehad-our_houae all qemented & the 
chimneys all standtld too, aa, like a do say, it' 8 bett er 
t tan .. ,new fur Oo.atto .:wear •. The m!n, were glad of-the work. 
I hope you have reo ei v ed the Ip,\ers • We got your. & we thank 
you very rI!,10p ,1' o:t' ~pe~. 1 t ·s__i,l}d __ Q~,YOU.; but don't de-

l> ril' e yours el v ea. You s-e~d ~ on eo man y. I hop e !lr~. pum y has 
had her 11 ttleso 'n'~~r dilUgb,te~ by~ow, . th_llt sh~ & the baby 
are well. The little boy rlfObert) is a lovely little chap. 
I am BO fond of ohildren. f.red came yesterday & brought his 
~i ttle be Y' --3 years in Ma.!,oh--'be·'s·oe'en:' lnhospi tal with 
a broken thigh. Now he 1s.,p::xoud to "aU: agai n, dear little 
chap. We' have' about 800 'p'ole s 'Up IIX'overher e in the 
champ wehere the"airmen ~ were. Thet re very nice chaps so 
far as we oan see--' no' n~iee at- night~' The·ytre very quiet, 
Some have their wives in the Village lodging. They look thin 

& sad., poor thing s, My2 'fSirlsare--bothe we 11 & h&pp y. 
I hav-e Myra home wi th me now. I (was) so. sick I ha.d to kee',p, 
bel' to help . me. I see by tbe p-apers" Y,ou are haVing a. 
lovely SUmmer. Do hope we will have one this' year,: it was 
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q wful last :lear" more lik e Wi n ter. Now I must clo se 
this if 1 want 5O-0a-tch-pCfs't..soasever) yOur sincere 
friends H. B. &: E. Webster." 

, \ 

"159 Gx ego,!'}:} ~_~_ra.lJe.l __ 2_A-:-_~-41-! _________ J:)e~_r_~~.1~J3J __ T4~nk you for 
your long letter & the good n~ws that you are all well. 

E smee wrote in 'glowing terlls of you al-1 dU=L"..~_Il_{L_l1_er w_eeJc-!md 
up there,&£uu:a--noviliiUo-ll-sne-enjoyeif the----spell &: the kind 
treatment. Dad must be feeling well to be able to walk to 
the tOp' of Bl'a-yeparkw1-th tier'r---' That~1 squl t.i!'-. a olimb G 
Good on you, Dai •. Jamnny seemed to have enJoyee hi. epeil 
up here, butalett:er-wh-1ohr-baveslnoe received indioate! 
that his stomaoh trouble reourred immediately on his return 
home. He -need. -good ·medieal--treatment. I hope that YOllhave 

had that leg ;attended to by no", Mum, & that it i. iD\Jrov-
i ng. Allio .sl.eaa-ed-to-note- that- -your n,ew-glasses are ° k. 
I ha.ve been offered. a leotureship at the Sydney Tech at 
£. 653 p. a. wbichwa:. rather low.- I hesitated-to aoo-ep-t. 
& wrote for further partioular_" but bave not yet had a re
ply. In 'the,,_ aeantille_ L_hav~_l.oaarnt.that the .llelbouruo -Chi
ef ha.s d~fini tely reoonmendeEl ae as the aenior )leah,ani.,al 
Engineer tor }'el"t:h, __ JJA1_QA.h..al!,".~!l.tb~.r 1ll0_~~l.ppeal to Ile. 

~gr!h:x~;~_:i"~~~;~_~~:li:~~;~i~~~~_l~ ... :t::t.:r;1~ 
£ 688 at least with prospects of a rise ofnup to £ 150 in 
the near future. The only apparent drawbaoki8in its di
stanoe froin hOl!1e',Dut-a('-~-:iall-yl-t-ls no-arff-erent from Que
~~ms1and, beoause I Ill' be able to come home for a few weeks 
eaoh yearjust-'the- same-as I dono ... 'Ifee~ sure that perth 
1f111 be a more Q1e&sah t plaoe than Bri.bane in whioh to li
ve, &: it will ~X al-lbe va1uable-experienoe at· th~Gov~rn
ment t • expense. Of oourse this i8 oounting the ohiokens 
before -they are hatohed, bu tl'm-- f.alrly-sure that the app-
011'1 tmen t wl11 be approved by, .:the Publio S.~ioe Board. 
The oar hasnowbeen-fltted upwi-tha- new mud-guard, &:. 
having oleaned ~ the duoo with a outtl1ng compound &: poli
shed it, l_t is looking_ . .better __ thanevex. N-hlam to get t-he
wear taken up in the front wheel suspension units &: steer
tng. We hllCt, all_. ~njoyt:lble. we.ek-end's fishing a-fort~1ght 
ago down on the Bay, &: Esmee's Father a1 so oame. 
Unfortuna., tely t.h~. allQo..st._ oontliuotls rain r~uoed the number 
of fi -&h about. :urs. Jones is now baok frOID, her holiday, 
& I thanked her for the J a~ on your behalf. I have also 
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designed a new oonorete retaining wall for them to repl
aoe a brick one whloh oollapsed ln the storm before Chrl s
tmae "~ have -been able to -get a-oon-tr-aotor to-day to do 
the job for £92, whioh is quite reasonable. 
EVe rythihg with- Df~fTs-f1ne ~th1-ngsare going along vex y 'ITS 

well. All the best. -Wal." 
,- -.. --. -.. _.. ~." - ' 

Mon. Mar. 17th, 1941. Saint patriok's day. I have written 
~hese verses to put~ns1de .. Geor-ge-Mi-llarts< book, -ItSeven th 
Day Adventism Renounoed.": _ , _c

L 

What I e Seventh -Day Adv:entism ? , .. 
A f-allac y beli e\Ted _ by-so me_ 

Who still belleve the Lord may come 
'Th1smorn1ngor to-mor~w _ 
Earth's soclal systems'to destroy; 
To fin the minds of sa.lnts with joy, 
aut -sinners' hearts wi th sor-row. 
A. misconoeption of the mind 
Which slghtless leaders of the blind 
l\: ade pOnular by preachlng, . 
While lIvislons" seen by Ellen :th1 te 
Jl1 sled the pOpulac e 1n sprte--, . 
O-~ Chri~t' s eXp1ioi t teaching. -. 
\- ",'''-' ----

!-n eighteen hundred eighty three 
The "prOphet"M-il-l-er--sa1d--he'Q. see 
The we'loome Lord~ descending 
F rom: Heaven "\ wl-th~ a_-might_¥_train 
Beoause he s!ld heT d come again 
When times fo.xe1;o1c1we re_ ending. 

He did not come; but, though ~eceived, 
The prophet and his dUpes believed. , 
For hope was not forsaken 
~d they e1ll.ected more and more 
T_bat Ohrist would come in eighty-four, 
~u t ,,~re agun m--stakeh.. - -- -... 

A part of Miller-ts fa! thfulband 
Had sold their ho,(fses, goods, and land 
And rested fromthe1rlabours. 
They wai te1 wi th uplifted eyes; 
Wished doubtlng friends the last good byes, 
And pl ti ed sinful nei ghbours. 
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Their fa! thless friends they thought to leave 
Behind on Earth- to sin--andgrieve 
Amid th~ soenes they oherished, 
While Advent1 s'tswould safely dwell 
Above in bliss no tongue could tell 
When si-nners -a-llbad peri'-8hed~ 

·-They never' 'en:rer-tained·--the· -thought 
That prophecy mst come to ~ought 
And bethe-hlameless.-kll.1er- ,. - . 
Of ev':Oy Spiri tual good 
When 1 t is qai te misund.ezstood, 
By men like White and Miller. 

Their stUpid and pernioious oult 
produoes still abed result 
By revereno£rig .smeday- . 
The Jewish Sabbath Day, indeed, 
Arid' robbin-gmen-of rest- they need 
By deseorating Sunday. 

-_ ........ -_ .. 

Thi s Ad ven tism ,is a myth 
Likethose-conee1-ved-by--Joseph Smith, . 
Ann Lee, and ,Mary Eddy; , 
But they, poor souls, were not to blame, 
For fanCied "revelations ll oame 
~ rom brains ~dnervesUl'}steady.-

Hysteria -a.ncL.n.erve...-diaeastL __ ... ___ _ 
Made Ellen Wh1 te 'qui te bard to please 

~~ :~:;t~~:_~~:!, d:~Q!~~:deoelVed 
And her "oelestial • dreams believed 
B-eoauee ~he Was neu;,otic. 

Fro,m time to ,time we may eXpect 
That, some fanatiC modern sect , 
Led by some world-ador.ner~-
( As if the rest had not sufficed ) 
Will come to- wam the world -that Ohrist 
18 Just around the corner,. 

This oft-reiterated tale 
I s now becoming 'rather stale, 
Though' told, on many stages, 

I 

_., 
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That Jesus, with seraphic train, 
I s Just about j;Q __ ()9_m~ aga~n,_ 
And may be told for ages' 1 

Tues. Mar. 18 t 
Harry Webster. 

1947 • To-da-yI -sent- a -l~-;.ter & a paper to 
This afternoon we received this from Florence. 

If Nyngan 16 -3-47. We were please to have a letter from you again 
& to know that everythingi8-all r1gh.t.You Just_ esoaped a ph
one oall, Mother,. W. had agreed to ring that night, but Bill 
brought the letter hOme "bell_he oame iromllO.l'k 1n the afternoon. 
I am a week late, too, I am afraid, wi th this letter, but 
somehow I oouldn't settle down to 1t'l'ite. 
We have been to ~bbo slnoe I last wrOte.·- Just went for the day 
one satuhtay & d~a .~~ shOpping, _& ~ill h¢a _talk_ with the 
toss about bis work. He haa' 2 new. ~wna to do now, both 28 
miles distant - Gl111ambone on the Bourke line & Herm1dale 
on the way to Cobar.He does thein eaoh --in a day & leaves for 
warren on a Tueaday ID9rning & return-s on .Friday afternoon, 
s10 1 t' s not ~Solonely as-when he-was do~ng Bourke. 
W. went to a'birthdayparty laat Thursday week'( ·Mr. Munroti\ ) 
I think he was more than 2l,-tho~gh. --We h~ a real good 
night. Robert' a scoool teaohe-r ( Miss Leary) boards at 
l4unro' a I me-tl1el' again-yesterday-afternoon down at the ri
ver • whe~ she took Robert"padd11nglle' She ~8 a very nioe 
girl, & wants Robert tot;ak!'-th~-par-~of L1ttle Tommy Tuckex 
in a conoert on April 29th. We went to church to-night 8: 
have madearrangements __ to hav.e _the .nipperohristened 51 at 
the Sunday sohool servioe; Joy is still a wonderful kid

i
• 

I think how she would b~spol~_~ __ 1_f __ sbe_were ()ver there now. 
St111, 1 t is a pi ty you are missing her. She resembles me 
a. good deal. though thi s afte:Jmoon I .th~ught h~w much Ii ke 
Art .he was. Her hair 1s brown, though, & her ~eyee not S'..l-

ch a bright blue. as _ his were..She ls very fat &: very br
own; she does a lot of sunbakUg. . Her last weight a foxt
n_ignt ago. \'f88 14 lb. 1 ounoe. W. hJlda letter from IVy, 
but I haven't time to-answer- it t()---night. - Tell her we got 
the snaps, thanks. I am ati 11 wondering why I must abrays 
spoll a photo by -ge~t1ng I!l dopey loo-k.;- The one of us (the 
purdys) would have been real good exoept for me Spoiling 
it. Th e country out here i-s lOOking lovely after the reo-
ent rains; we notioed i ton our trip to D.1bbo reoently. 

The. river has pl~ntyof water in ito-instead. of- being drry 
~fsi;e¥t~ besn [orhlOOnths pa.st. When will Wal know about 
1 . JO, w: en will he agart- 1--f he 1. eucceasflll ? 
I s Fred still at Cessnlook? You ha ve I!l pretty good time 
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these days, Mother, to make up for all the rush & crowd at 
home during the holi-day~~ 'I s'E thel'keepilig'-well-? J & i e 
Daphne still away? It's a great opportuni ty for her, but 
a pi tysOmlioh of--the- 'tl'1pwould- have to be done ~t nig-
ht when she couldn't see the oountry. , 
I have h-ad anto-eltttl'e-'s-et--{--weo11-en' )-m-adeb-y--on~ of 
Bill's customers for Joy, & to-day her daughter brought 
along a dxess tomatoo.,-- -.:.'l'-h~kbo.ttomfell out.-of their 
bath tub, & Bill lent, them a tub we have h.ere un~11, they 
o an get a new bath ,-'l'.hey,a:re,thefaUest&,_b1.ggeat peo
plenin Nyngan, &: were trying to bathe in a tub about as 
bi g as a babyt iJ bath., " 
Robert was veryple,ased with the marbles you sent over, 
& wants me to say th.ank yQuf()r,~het;l~ Dad. He 1 s asleep 
at pr eaen t, of course, & told me the day he got them to 
say thank you for ll'.~m._,-.~~ 1_~ a,very happy boy now that 
he goes to sohool, & he takes a great i'nterest in Joy 
when he)i.s~ath~m •• " W""'ll, i tl 8 Joy'iJ feed-time: it'. 
after 10 p. m.', the lail't::fe'ed' fo'r tlie---day. ~" She sleeps all 
n1ght ti 11 6 a. m, & when I go 1n to get her for her feed 
in ,the morning-she--lau.ghs~-c-' 'She-npverwakes us by o-
r ying for her ea.rly morning feed. She 1s pretty con ten ted. 

We don' -t spO:1l-'uer---a:s-Ye-dtd--Robert,-but,ye, get 8. lot of 
fun w1th her. You ask 1f she has ourly hair, Mother. 
Any 11 ttl'e'traoe-of--our1-that-may--bav.e ,beenther..e 1 s di
sappearing. Her hair 18 brown, &.she doesn't ohew her fi
ngel's now,but,her"te-ea .. --Do,.yo.u-,tbink .thati.s, any improv
ement? perhaps 1 t i.!, though, beoause I don't suppose 
she will cont~nuethat ,as-.shEL-gr.o_wa'l.b1gger--1t JrQuld 
mean taking her shoe off j & besides 1 t m1ght look a b1 t 
und! gn~fi ed. Oheerio.Our love J Florence. II 

IltI£X~!!KlliKxlijiKx~!lI~x!!2i!x!xli~izl!~~!i~i2 
, .. 

Wed.: ax. 19, - 1941.:, ft1e;,l.iog1.8~la:t1:y~_ QO~tlOi'l.ba.pa8sed 
,~he Forty Hours Bill.~ I l.la'fe 'wr1 tten the following 
v~ r.e~J:-': '----- -'fl-f £ ,-,::" " -- "---" ,~, 

WHAT IS", ROMAN OATHOLIO OHURCH 1 
----.- . ..:---.- - -- _.-.--- " .. -

The foulest swindle, ,barring none, 
That ever plagued tl:le,cheatecLEarth : 
Ita infam1~8 are ever'done 
To foster ignoranoeanct.:dearth. 

I 

I .. 
t 
i 
!-



23l.~ 

It. history, from anoient t'ime 
Until the present modern years, 

... 

I. one long list of callous crimea 
That batheitheEarth -in blood-and tears. 

Theoonstant almoipOp-e 8 and priests 
I n purple and 1n sahle rabe 
18 at!'l.l to sl t at ample feasts- .. -
And dominate the plundered globe. 

I t ever works wl th hand and brain, 
Regardless 0 f enorno.u tcost, .. 
And waits with patlenoe to regain 
The worl:tide pow~r 1 t has l~st. 

This wioked .and apostate ohuroh'
This ely misleader of the blind -
Bas left the SaY10ur in the luroh 
And alms' to rul-e am rob' mank1nd;; 

i ndulgenoes and oharms 1 t sells 
To f al thful dup es and thl evi ah clod s 
Who oredit eV'-ry-11e 1t tells 
And eats 1 ts pri eats' unleavened gods. 

. . 

No man who uses common sense 
Will ol"edi ttales frompl'lestly drones 
Of anoien t m1 raoles, 1mmense, 
Pl"odu,oed by saintst deoay1ngbon.es. 

- . 
This imposi tion J called a ohuroh, 
Opposes hUman freeddm stll1 
And prosecutes its ago-long search 
~or strength to flout, "Thou shalt not kill .. II 

I ts helli sh I nqu1 ai tlorl.' shows 
That rlght to tortul"~, kill, or mal, 
I ts foes by raoks andoruel-bloW's--
I s ever this Impos.tor I. olaim. 

F or ages it has plagued the Eat' th 
Wi th mental darkness ·blaoh as night: 
Its oruelty , disease and dearth 
Extlnguish~ Learningl 8 feeble llght • 
The aspirations and the hapes 
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Of peaceful peoples were destri)yed 
To gratify the luat---ot pOpea 
For wealth ~ powe~_ they enjoyed. 

Through oenturies of darkened years 
I t oaused a dev-ast-atl-ngfIooo 
Of starving orphans1 bitter tears 
And murd eredmarty.r-a'- preolous- blood. 

Should na t1ons---tolerat-e- th1-1J--wrong 
And let this hungry panther oreep ? 
How 10ng,O Lord, howl-engihow long 
Shall protestants remain asleep ? A~ 

Thu:r. Mar. 20, - 1947. -This morning I r~ei~~~;1;tf:.; ~' 
all parcel of jj[jliXXJ~igIIX 8~rS'Par:illa from »n Mrs. 
Thornton, wi th the following note: 
tI Hi 110 rea t, p. O.~~iJ't<;)~), vi a }!f)WO a"t le,N. s. W~-
Dear Mr. Oooking,Was plealed to hear you reoeive::l the li
ttle puoel safe. Thank you for your kind letter andyour 
little gift in appre()ra·n-oll~bUt-.belleTe me I thought it 
was very knd indeed at you to send that- but please do not 
be offended when- -1 tell--you YOUllUatnoi- end-yoUr money 
on me or send. any more gifts, as I am ve1y pleased to 
be able to get a little sarsaparilla. I know it's not e
nough, but will always do my best to get you what loan. 
1 t oosts me nothing & - lam-g-lad·to be-ablate do it for 
you. It's eo little to help anyone just a little more I 
am sending. 1)) trust· you:willbe -feeling better. 
Yours s1noerel-y, W. Thornton." 

We also reoeived this letter from Walter: 

11159 Gregory Terraoe, Br1sbane, 18-3-47. Dear Fo1k!3; 
It 1s some 3 weeks sin"e I wrote, & the9hi~f ne,.s 1s the 
faot that I have been finally reoQurnended to the Publio 
Servio e Board for t1!E' J?_E!l'~h_ j.ob •.. ThiEl mtiyp~sEl~p1y d1s
appo1n t you, &-- I adml t that i t 1 s a long way away, but 
the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages. As I h-
ave mentioned, I will still be able to come home eaoh 
year~ & 1n that respeot 1t will be no worse than Brisbane. 
It 1s also most :unlikelythat I' 11 be over tJ:iere more th
an 2 or 3 y~ars, as several of the senior men on this si
de of -the country are due to' retire by then. Certainly 
I oou~i have no chanoe of getting one of those jobs wi-
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'without having got the senior status beforehand. I feel, 

too, that I am luoky to be able to be able to see the -
ooun tryat--the --OOve-rnlzrenV-s---expen-se,--&that P erthwill 
prove qui te a pleasant plaoe in whioh to live. I reo- .. 
-elvedafurth'ez-l-ettlrr-fiom--t-he'Sydney Tech,. on Monday,3l"fl 
of March, & a reply-paidwire from ther;u on the 6th ask
ing for-my' dee1~slon- -as-''bo---wb-ether---ernot-I wo*ld accept 
the lectureship. I soowed the wire toXl»eour orks Director 
here who-i-mmed-i-&:t6-;l-y·~phon-ed---M.el.l:>o.Ul'ne~_ & -1 t was in thl s 
way that I learnt of their final recommendation. I then 
wi red S-ydney-d ecll-ning-- their: oLfer.__ -', 
I note from your letter that everyobody is 0 k., whioh is 
always '-"wen to_knowa-i, __ 8lso __ tbJ~_t_D.pltIlehad_ gone ,to Mull-

_ umbimby, where I hop e she thoroug!?-ly enjo yed herself. 
I'm d.i s.appoil)t~d, U\1m, t~l1tthe ~ootQr __ was suoh, a_ defeat! at 

regardlngyour leg, & I frankly don't believe that pain 
1 s unavoidable. It· ,~oundB as thougb - ano ther doc tor i a 
called for. :R.Obe~t-wa8-cert-a.llJX%%'urerue to form in ask
lng about the st1ck on bis first day at sohoo1, & I bet 
they· 11 havepl-et1fy"of--funfo1.16w'-1l'fg him in his eXploi ta. 
I haVe at last been able to get rather anice Summer 2-p1 eo e 
suit of an -Irl sh11nen -t:~remat-ertal knownae Kogashl te.· 
This almost solves my olothing problem! so that" I' 11 pro-
bably drop of'f--some- o-f-the--elot-he1J---whlen I no l-onger wear, 
on my way through there in a coupie of months or eo. 
I have alsomhadt'he---f,ront- whe~-su-spensi on units on -th e car 
oompletely overhauled. & she is riding very nioely again. 
:t haven' t quite -deo1d~':::.hether--Ornot to sell my carin 
S)dney 9n my way through, but I'll leave the deCision un-
til I'm aotually.going._--.Las.t_1fee.k~end I_was one, of the Drew 
ina. -poat race down at s~rad~oke I sl~d, & we did very well 
but were dtsQualifie4_J=>-~9J~JJ.SJL_1I.~~id bette.1' __ t;~~ our ha
ndiC~ speed •• It was an -excellent outlng,just the sarnee 
I tID t inki,ng o~going~~,~i(), __ :t3_~_~~igh f()l-:E:_astex, but _ 
am not yet sure- of a 'booking. Cheerio & all the best. Wall:" 
I ' -

Sun. '!t:P. 6t , 1947. Last-T-hur-d'ayweek r paid Mrs. Watts 
41~ & went to Ne1fca~tle ~or my:.'inj ectior... On t11e way holllf: 
I called at Willia.rne f & -'got----a'cnequefor 7/~-'-t-rom the Gar 
deners' Lodge. It was pension day. I bought some Iceland 
poppies & carnation plsrfts-tor'Mum, & in -ghe -evening we p
lanted them. Mum has re8eived this letter from E. UOl'l'is:-

11132 william st. Earlwood 30-3-47. My Dear old Friend, 
My word I was pleased to recefveyour ever -lOOked. fOl'l-
, ett er, & glad to see you w.~ec ~ll; also the fa.mily. 



KADINA, FRIDAY, fEBRUARY 28, 1947. 

s -returnea· .£0 Newcastle last 
. ____ --------- ovember after serving in .London 

.~~ .... uL ... 1L.,. .............. .!' VL~ Y'l'lH ................. nQ,t\·1\, .. u hdl:l+>ltals, throughout the war. He 

y Vale Mr Richard White. 
.. left Newcastle in August, 1939. With, 1 the outbreak of war he placed his 

services at the disposal of the London 
Coun'ty Coun~il. During the war he 

. was a surgeon at 'Whitechapel, St. 
(~iles and Paddington Hospitals. I. During the London blitz, hospitals 
m whJCh he served were hit ra
peatedly. Dr. Collier was senior sur
geon at Paddington when he. resigned 
to return to Australia 

/\,11 old identity of the district passed 
<\\\·av the other week when Mr "DiCK" 
White was laid to rest at the ripe age 
of 86 years. He was, 110 doubt, known 
by a large nclmber of readers, especi
allv ill the ~Iines Jistrict. He was of 
s\:;all stature and most hardy, and, as 
SOllle 011e said to me the other day, he 
\':as "tollgh" also. He arrived here,: 
lI·illl his parents, and brother Charlie, 
irolll the Bl:rra copper mines in 1862, 
\':lil'1l he was two years of l'gC. From 
\\·liC:ll he cOllllllenced work and for 
mallY 1.<)ng years, he was enGaged in 
III l' U'l1~hill~; ,plants at the ~fines. As 

Th" son of the late Rev. and Mrs. 
,1.W. Collier, Dr. ,Collier' was oorn 
in Samoa, where his father was a 
~ethodist missionary. His early edu
cation was at the Hamilton and 
Lambton -Public Schools, and at East 
Maitland Boys' High School. He , 
"raduated in Arts at the Sydn.ey 
University. then bompleted the medi
cal course, He became a Fellow of 
of the Royal Australian College of I Ie'uk I)ack to S0111e of th05(' years, I 

(;,11 remember him quite well. 'In 
1913 with IdrEe~ \'/hite, he estab
lislJed a picture show ill. the old Pri
mitiyc church hall (next to the r>:filles 
'C hoo,t 1. ,. Readers will rernem~er }hfs 
and It Iva"~ ;'.5, someone . said, the 
\'.alker', pkas~lre in those days," I 
think when you recall this, many of 
rOll will remember Dick. The White 
family arc long livers, for Dick leaves 
a brother Charlie 91, and two sist<;rs 
Vina and Bess 84 and 81 respectively: 
~lajor Southwell officiated at the 
f L1neral sen·ices. 

te, Monday, March 31, 1947. 

Dr. Collier Dies; 
Served In 
London's Blitz 

" Dr. Frederick W. D. Collier, B.A., 
M.B., Ch.M., F'.R.A.C.s., well-known 

i !~ewcastle surgeon, who dled m a 
'private 110spital at Darlmgl1U,rst, 
sydney, on Saturday, penormed , 
an operatlOn on wednesday- TWo 

,days later be entered nOspltal 
l1lmself. . T 1 

The .President of the ~ ewcast e 
llnl.lleh of ·the B.~1.A. (Dr. Ostl1lgaj 
.aid Dr. Collier's death would mean 
,I "rea t lo"s to the professlOn. . 

Dr. Collier' was 63. He had earned 
on with his work until last week. 
d€spite ill-health. 

Surgeons. ' 

X-ray Inquiry 
Dr. .Collier. began practice at 

Teralba, but after a brief period he 
moy.ed to Wallsend, where he spent 
16 years. He was intensely in· 
terested· in fractures As a resul t. 
he did a great Mal' of X-ray work 
wit~ equipment that gave the opera
tor al~ost no protection, and he 
suffered permanent injury. 

Dr. Collier began practice as a 
surgeon in Newcastlt' in 1927. He 
was on the honorary staffs of the 

'Newcastle and Mater Misericordiae 
HoltPitals. and was an honorary con
sultmg surge?n to Wallsend Hospital. 
He was Actmg Government Medical 
Officer for Newcastle 

Dr. Collier was a f~rmer president 
of ~ewcastle Rotary Club, He is 
survive? by hi. widow and a daugh
ter, MISS Mary Collier. 

A'service will be held in the chapel 
at the Crematorium, Beresfield. at 2 
1l,lU. to-morrow" 

Tremendous Loss 
r Dr. Ostinga said Dr. Collier was 
- R man of outstanding medical, sur
a glOaI and cultural ability. His, death 
,5 w.oul~ mean a tremendous loss to the 
5 dlstr!c~ and tlie medical profession. 

Ongmally practising in Wallsend 
o Dr. Collier specialised in surO'ery i~ 

1 ~~Nc~~~;;:S.tl~nie~:~al S::jO~h!U{!:t~~ 
i 1flserICordiae Hospitals. In addition 
t Dr. Ostinga said, Dr. Collier was a~ 
V excellent teacher, and was generally 

regarded. as one of the pillars of 
Burgery III New South Wales. 

He was a FelJow of the. AUBtralian, 
College of ~urgeon8, and was also 
well known ~n literary circles. His 
hobby was literary culture, and he 
WllB. probab!y one of the most cul
tured !TIen III Newcastle in scientific 
an.d hterary subjects, Dr. OstinD'u 
saJd. . " 

I 
2. 3l.~/' 

Stayed Through Blitzes ;1~ 
Dr. Ostinga added that Dr'. Collier 

ir: his unBelfishnetlS. stayed in Lon: 
don throughout the heavv blitzes. He J,," 

felt he could do more useful work ' -
there, and declined to leave. though ;,. 
he had ample opportunity to return 
to AllstraliH and even to leave Lon· -
don for 80illB 6Rfer area in England, 

Dr. A., E. Harker. of Lambton. 
,;-ho was associated with Dr. Col
I.Jer in sur2'ery at Wallsend Hospital ~ 
III 1908 or 1909, said Dr. Collier was 
a clever and painstaking surgeon who .\. 
had built UP a splendid reputation, 

It It is a pi ty 
. F lorri. e' £ hus-

= ~nd gets so si
f.lk t"h_-eh~oo.9 me
'ck .hen be comes 
~ to see-you,· but 
'still grand to 
~th1nk- he isqu
~'1 te well where 
tbey-l-ive -- th
,at is a b1g thi-

III 

tn·g. I twas -also 
~ioe to think 
~~lthe .ba by was a 

1ttle girl, & I 
~t_1ke the name, 
SI\Joy Lorraine) 
1'1~, is very nice 
!:don' t you think? 
~A" boy & girl--
y t ba t is. gr.and-
n& the 11 ttle ch
eap ( Robert ) 
~,8tarted school. 
fSome one must 
~ ha,ve trt ed to 
soar~ hin:; that 

,is no fun. I am 
;we~l, Mary also 
;2111, but Maggie 
:does no t improve 
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much, so sorry to say. She is a great worker & wi 11 get about 
if possible, & I real~y.think she makes. berself go. Evc& 
her famil yare well. Tbey tn,ay be· down from 1 i thgow for Easte,r. 
We 11 now, 1Lry, .. the Royal. j;;jho,,_ope.~~ci on. saturd~y in fine 
weather; what>crowds will go to see it. A2 you say, yuur ooy 
had enough of Japan; tllenameof t,b~mis enough, what a wicked' 
lot they were, & what sufferings our poor chaps went throu€h 
at. their hands. We had a let ter from Harry: he said he was 
well-- that wa·s grand news. I ·thfnkifwill be hard- for the 
young men to settle down again. Our lad wi 11 be 20 in 
June, Just a boy yet. MarOy &: Tom orchard are going to 
wollongong on Monday. TOfllvis not well, & the change may begood 
for him. He was 70 last W vemb-er. Mary is' just the same. 
We are going out to the cemetery this morning to where lip a" 
is resting. T li1r e to go; so does BlII.& Maggie. He was a 
good man. God gave him rest. I am so pleased you have FXE:d 
& Charlie with you.roes·Jos~ keep-well 1 I often think 
about you all. Yes, Mary, I had a nice time in 11 thgoiT 

& do like .the old place, & 'I, know a lot of the old people; 
you will have forgotten tllem by this. I t is very cold in 
t he Win tel' ti me & bot in Suinmer • Earlwood is a very clean 
place to live in. Bill got a pxolOOtion to Wyriyard last 
week; itisarise f6rhim.Heisa .. good cnap. He will 
take Eva's girls to the show. If Maggie is well'sbe will 
go; I hOpe sl:le can m~ke.j, t. I wB:s. gla4 you gave me you!' 
age; also l.U:,. C&cking's. I t is nice to have them. 
poor old A,rlIl~~ Ft<?ddonl~_tbat~af?~.1s V~!.l~i<?k.!::rs. Speers' 
sister she is in 1i thgow; also Bella. I was glad you had 
a nice Chtistmas, & trust you w~ll have many more with 
your ,family. We are all sba.-ttered-ab6tit~h(j1f. What' happ y t 
times we had innour day 1 Aud now I will say cheerio to 
you all from your old pal .Best of-love from Maggie &: Bi 11. 
E. Morris." " 

Tues. Ap. 's, 1947. Tc-day a plumber put a new piece 
of water pip. at the back door in p.1ace af a leaky pipe 
under the back door step. p have been getting things ready 
to re-1nstate an electric bell in the hut to be rung from 
tbe shed. To-day we rec ei ved tbi s let ter from F lo:eence:-

IINyngan, 20-3-47. Dear Mother, Dad, & Everybody, 
1ffe were pleased to have- your letter during the week. Motbeer, 
, ~t I wi sh you wouldn't worry ae much am all that about 
an~Yfering letters. I would muohra ther that you have a g-
oo night's sleep than sit up half the night answering 
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letters. I t seems as though you are a, bi t worri ed ar;Out 'L.:" . 
Walter going 'to pert-h,bu-t,--Mum, you should be :Jiery pI' eua. 
to think he has been selected for such, an impor tant posi ti
on. I t won I t be f ol'allfays J -& uall the experi «lce will be 
very valuable to him later on. 
We ha-vehad a lf~,wee-k-e-nd ,.,&foundthe car]piXetty handy 
this roorning when it rained very heavily Just azs we had 
to leave ho-me. This-waatheday,you remember, _when we were 
to have the nippers chrt stened.' They were both real good 
& tha service wasveI'-yni.ce .. __ .onTuesday night there i sa 
musfcale in the Town Hall, arranged by the church, ,& i '* 
;~m~~a~f-o;: ~~iih;n;~~:,:beBi~19_rst~~i~P~Jt; <>t:ni~e~~ 
tlH~ program for 2 s9,:tQ~" A:.:s~ngingin th_e mal:e quartette & 
choir.. He says to' tell you that they won't b. broadcasti
ng it ( what a pi ty t. "Anyho'lf, 1 t should be a good conceert 
jud.ge~ng by the 1 tems-r'have-heardof sO far-.I have ticket 
here &: I am hoping to be able to go. Joy, ·of course, wl11 
decide "hat sort of 'an-outing it wfllbe form-e. • I thi
nk sbe will be all right, though; she cries less tban any 
baby I know. Billmind-ect"herlaetnightwhileRebert & I 
went to the p1cture liJ, & he said he had no trouble at all 
with her ••• ;'~. Wednesdar-mo-rn-ing.',-,I left of-wI'i-ting th-
i:3 on Sunday night. as haVe been wai ting to tell you 
how the oonoertwent-~e-ff. r t'wal' ,real--good. We had a good 
time, Bill being one of the main Ilperformersll. 
'!' he photo ene lased i s.oneXif - talc en.. some we,eke ago • I have 
one, & have been waiting for this one; so itt. lucky that 
I delayed the Ie tter • Thesebouses, __ ax e t()l:>~ sold in Cl. 
mon tb t s time;' eO oan you send' us .a 'large-ei zed tent-- about 
24 by 24 might do' T~ll_ DaphIl~~hE!-t,.J9ywore the set she 
,:~ad~ for her~ on Sunday" & last night) & she looks lovely 
in it. Hope you all h~v~ happy East~r tille.roB 1 t worry 
2, out m~ making a fUBS on your wedding anniversary, Mother, 
y I 11 be too far away to do much harm.. w. are all well: 
nope 101..1 are tJ-lesame; Lovefromu8 all~ Florence. II 

Fri. Ap. II, 19'47. Yesterday was pension --pay day, I ~ 
p~d Itt's .. W.tt$ 41~ & got~ injection from sister MeO 
aIU1. At Woolworth' 8 I bougbt soae- seeds of cabbage, l
ettuce J & onions. ;"a!so' a dozen 1/4 inch nute. At Pay
nt~r'. I bought 3 drills~ ~'. I posted II What- r. the Rom~an 
Catholic Church? II to the Rock. I bought 12 2 !d I 12 
l~ d stamP'o" •• At 'A.h'ts :f-ooli~ht 4' ounc-e-a-o'! -shellac (;/3) 

,5: 2 lbs. of sal ammoniac. (2/0). A,t a second-hand shop 
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t bought 2 tlfO-Tolt lamps fot 1/6. This mornin.g I a'll going 
to make the sarsapirillll med~oine _for anaemia as direc~d br 
ur. Wiltshire. ( Sce page 32 of my diary for May 9th. 1943). 

His reoipe 1s:- "The method of preparation is to chop the 
leaf finely into 1 ~ pints of water &: simmer for 15 minutes. 
AllOW the mixture- to cool &; add a spoonful of Epsom salts .. 
This wi 11 make b~ood .& purify the system" 

Thur. ",ay 1, 1947. This morning I went to the pathologioa 
1 department &: had blood taken for a test .• r paid one pou-
nd & ninepenoe for Gas, got our _pO-Ope store book. Our 
diVidend, wi th interest, was £ 5-0-9,La st Thursday I got a
n inJeotion from sister M_cC~n.Dui'iQ.g:the last fortnight 
I have repaired an eleotric bell" that Jose gaTe me,& have 
fi xed u,:, 2 iiree from the shed to the hut, where the elec t
ic bell is placed, 80 that Iturtl (Jan ririg for me to go do\'fIl 
to the house for dinner or supper. I have bQught 6 new L 
eolanch~:rt>rous pots & 13 new glass Jars to contain t110m. 
The Jars cost 2/- eaoh, & the large JIIIX pet. Qost 5/ -
each, T 

he 75 :,:ards of .;.f rubber & co ::ton cove ed 1fi re 
cost18/9 at the Sto~" -. . _. . 

tere. 

Yesterday I made a Ii ttle bo~ & Mum packed 2 7lb. tins of 
lactogen in it, also apleture & some m~rbles, & I took it 
to the Waratah railway station tG be sent to Bill purdy 
for Joy & Robert. ~hefrelght was 3/ :11/ •• We have received 

the fOllowing letter.s~- F-I'_om .Wa.l ter:- . 
"159 Gregory Terrace.. !)ear Folks, Queens land ,1 s now com-
ing into its own. again as :r;'.egards 1f(l!~:ther. After haVing hot 
humid daysfor about 3 months we are now enjoying really 
perfeot weather •. Unfortunate'!y thi8"did not apply to the 
Easter week-end, whioh turned out very ooisterous & cold 
& g~veall the Southern surfing Tisitors a very cold wel
Come & a pOOl' lmpressionof-Que-enslaiid-bea ches. I went 
dOlfIl to Blrleigh Heads for the week-end, but the wea.ther 
spei led tr:ings seifmewhat There -1s--s-t1ll no further news 
regarding perth, & I assume they are waiting to finalse 
the suggested -appo1ntment -of afe-ll'Qw'from Adelaide to 
taKe my place 

here •• 
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E smeecarter arrived ·:here·:onFriday nigbt 

,l·ast on a-fortnight! s 
leave &oame· golfing -wi-tnm-e-to·Olontarf·- esterday~. -- She· . 

wore new golf shoes,&.wi th blisters developed during the 
m or n i ng s he--Ief-e--Ti;e:---S:-si"ept---tn--tne---car--d'Jttn-g-t-be---af-t er notDu. 
I think she needs a good rest anybow, so i~rhaps it was Just 
as well •• Shementioned-·having--go't a-watch for Daphne & [iGped 
it would suit. Evidently it represented qui te a say ing on 
n-ew prices~- J-o-e -wl'--ute--me-~aoou-t--t-beprQ8-pects- of -ge ttins 
a cheap jeepp up here. I notioe that Bill's new dd1sUtmi 
takes . hi m in a 30 ·mileradiusfrGm Nyjomfrora Nyng1\ nlnn 
eaoh direotion. If this means that he doestlt? do BOllr k~: 
now it should en:::.ble.himl'e:l spend __ more _time a.t home.. I was 
glad to note that your leg ha~ improved

i 
Mum, & I wa~ wo~der

ing"! that Lantogen 0 wtl)uld h~lpat ~1 •. It' you thlnk It 
wtIDrth a trial I' il Bay for it. I am feeling fi t/& hope you 
are all the same.~£::~r~o • Wal.""_ 

Tl:1is letter is from Mrs~Morris:-

II 1·32 WilliaTY' St. ~arlwood ,~2~4..;.37-•• Dear Mary,iVell, here 
I am once again, .& so pleased to say Bi 11 & myse If are re al 
well , thank God , but sG-1"·r-y-te·-t-e-liY-eu M~ggie d0es not make 
much progress She is a tiger jor work WMaggaele, but, as you 
sa. y, rm.lS t gi ve some.- of---i-t--up.---We-wer.e-glad te hear you & a 11 
of·your oare are all well. I·t is good to thing Florrie's 
husband' e health .i.sgood_wher_e. __ .t..tley_ are Ii v1ng, & her Ii ttle 
children are a.lso well. What a lovely day it i~--just per
fect. We were. O.it fo~ a._.~}JR yfte_t.~J.'~~y.Wego __ to the cemetary 
& do poor i ld pa's gra.ve; we like. it kept nioe. You wi 11 
:cemember how partiou1!3.:r1:1e __ ,,-~s_ ;. & th.~!l wego:(or a little 
run: it is nioe f or ~ to get eu t~ Did y01 listen 1 n for the 
Red 01'08 s a}?peal fer .. Bri_~~in_J /1 ~ was ve .. ygo()(:i, .d9n'. t 
you think ? They must be in, a terri ole plight ever there, 

~~r a m~i~:r~~~:d~Ii~~·i~~~-E3~h~~~-~~~~~!~e 2;a:()~~~~~ :h;o~:~ k 
key for her 21st oirthday. Mary you said you were still 
puzzled aboutthe-numb-er-c-a"f---0ux-hou-se.No ,we -d~d -not shift, I 

~~t w~~~. h~~S~:p~~n!~:o~~~_~~!e~~:n~;;_;;~~~::r~tt &~\I ¥tl!R~~ I 
awkward for a wr.ile. Bill got everyt;hlllg fxe~ Up' I 
F~ncy. Jose'''!3. da~ght_er_b.eing1. 8ont.he-4thGf tht-s month' 
tnat IS my blrtnday Will's daughter had d ' 
on the 4th, & I ampi;roud ef it tfJe baby~s ~~~~t~~ ~~~: 

I· 
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garet Ann; they ~ive in orange. ,Ernls- g~:rl,Edna Fowler, 
: -d- a little girl born on the 6th -of Apri 1: I dsm l t know _ 
baby's name yet, The y-li'i~f in Melbourne, This is Edna l s tbird <:1 
da.ughter; the eldest one died when it was a few months $ld. 
T1!e soon grow oIL when the families co~me to have their little 
ones. I have at heard from Mary this w<~:ek, but her son steve 

w~ than uncle, bought a papeT b'lstness in Sycine y .. They 
say it is a good wsiness to go in .• yes, Bill is quite 
settled in his new position. This-one is at Wynya~d. He was 
away at church llist night to the tea for men. It ee ems to 
keep men at tIre -chure. Bill tsa good-livi-ng chap_ 
Well now, my dear, I think I will elQse. Best IQ~e fro~ 
Maggie & Bill to you all,&bestQfall fro'- your' eld pal 
E. Morri 8. It 

This one is from Florence:-
II Nyngan, .:3-4-47. De.ar F81ka. Yw wLll wender why I am 
writing in pencil, out I can't find my pen anywner, & Bill 
has his week away at warren; SQ IthQught that rather than dela 
the letter-writing any lengerI hai better write in pencil. 
I am pleased that ])a phne get aJ ob atSc0tt l s. r hope she 
likes it : even if she- dee.h l t--1 t may-lead the way to bet-
ter thinga. What do you think of tbi. ?)) It remirlds me 
of Jack caTling G)utto Dad at -the lake ~RQbert shouting 
frQm over at Anelzark' 8 cerner thi s afternoon : - "Mum, what 
do you think: af cruel~Maekie- ?He killed a. pQor little 
catholic frog thiS a.fternoon." When I told him tbat frogs 
were_ n&t Oath&lios he said, "What-are-they, then, publioa 7". 
So you see what a queer kid be ia. I am glad Y0'O like hi s 
ph0te. Jey has two teetb, I don't remember telling you, 
r ~hink it was just after I had written your last letter, 
but it may bave been befare. She-haa been very goed; & I 
hope . ahe cut. all her teeth wlt b as lit tIe trouble. You 
need not worry about me J:)ei_~gJ~.~:t!9'J.!~_.9t' Ii tt Ie Robert 
Noble, Mother:-! wen't be. I like to hear abcrut his pro-
gress teO), bec~use I -ca.n tell if Joy is coming on as we 11. 
as she might· be. - I, 'or- (··sh'ii>uld sai'y'.ftj ~a.re-t0G happy tEl) 0 

eappy to have her to worry abeut being jealau. of anyene 
else. She has~n' t c~,rls ,& sne . i&n'·t-beautifui), but she 

1! the happiest baby in .the worM, &: theI>!IIX leaat tr
ouble, I sheuld imagine. Anyh~e" r don'-t want to change her 
for a little curly-headed boy. rdon't think even at first 
she waa as gocx1 looking 1jP.S Mra- Noble(s ba.by, but she'll do. 
The nIghts areoretty nl py out here now. I am ust letting 
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the fire die out waiting for-IO p.m. ,to give Joy her last 
feed. The da ys -·arelevely&:warmfilcfst ly~& < we baTe had some 
welcome, ra~n inthe-lastcouple'of days. 'Howis e~ery one 
at home':' Yo 41dn'-t -- say. -1 hope-they a-r eall well', Where 
is Ethel ~n holidays ?, er perhaps aheis at home ~gain n
ow. IB- Bhe_-kee-p-ingwe-ll;--lwas on-l-y-'l)oktngabout tM 
tent, Mother. I am afraid I ,woult 11ke something a bit more 
secure ,,-hen Bill is-a1l'-ay. - --·Aman-waahereto measure the 
allotments last week,&: he says it will be tWG m0nth& be
fore the .8a_18_,& then t2JtL-.o.~-wi-l1-net---ee- --a-b-leto even 
gi ve notioe before 6 months . This is a new law just passed. 
So we 8h~':l_~ _haye_tOlliL9J~ __ tiJ:le ___ !.ranogh • ..r_plaoe . perhaps 
Mr. Mattbews may have hi. transfer by then &we ean IlWe --, 
in there. _ Inthe~e_~I1..~J_~~ ___ ~~_~:rttnotJrG.r.rying. I aon'.t 
r.up-pes e tbey wi II pU t Us in the .treet. I am encl.sing a 
~i t tIe outting .ut~t the lCi)~~l.r_8.g. W~ tried it, but it 
18 net the aame answer. I thought yeu may be inter •• t.i. 
Otteeri. &: love. -Flerence. Il 

This one is from Art: 
'f 196 Illawarra Road~U:ar-riokvil-le, 25th April. 1947. 
near F_olks1 We have beermwol::dering for a long time whether 
Fred got that -Te.oh .. --CGi-l-le.ge.--Je-b.- -We-h0}:ehe did, but live 
got a feeling that he wasn't very anxious to get it, a 
anyhow. Last Sunday afternoon 1 took the Ii ttle nip 
out to ca~penter's place. pearl seems pretty well again 

&: ever 'yone~lse_ t~_:r.e._iJL_Q __ k _____ Yo.u_.k:_no_w_)- o_i_c_ourse , that 
went down t'o Johnson' B plaoe We had a uOiser time,&: I 
think the bre8.! ___ .9:J.:(:tP.!~tll aJ9t.oJ_$99C!.. ___ JL~_:r:tf'l'om do~ 
lng a spoto! ooaohing of our assistant bead master &: a 
bank bl~e ih/r li:conom19_s,p_~ _~_()~~_~f!L_I~_!l1~ow __ :t,_z:_y~~g t9 
coach- a Dago-kld-6r-17 rn elementary school subjects. 
As you might have guessed, the kid isabit heavy in the 
bead,-- he -left sohool--at-15 in 5t'h--cla-8s';:;~ _ but he shows' 
promise of being a trier; & his father seem,s a thoroug
h ly nice & very intelligent -sort ofbloke.--~ We ,that is 
Phyll, ,the kids &: I, hope to be going home ~or the holi-

-days to stay with you-i-or -about-a-week-jl. e. from to
day fortnight un til the foll'owing week-end •• If there' a 
anything you can't -buy In Newoastle let us---know, & we 
may be able to get it here & take it ':lP with us when we 
come._The kids reokonthe.y loveyoubot-b--1-1ke anything: 
that Phyll & I do goes, wi thout saying. I've been oareer 
advieer~for"a month _~r~eo •• Seeyou.1n a -for.tn1ght. 
Arthur." 
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Fr i. May 9, ~947 • 'Last "W-ei. night I tripped 0 over {:: -bags' 
of, fow11 S' feed at the -back ·.d"oor::&" in-juredo

, mT' l"'"lght- knee 
so--badly-that-I' oan':hardly wa1k;I-could. "not go to New
castle for my injection 'yeste:rday-~ we have received the 
following Ie tter from -MT~- . Wtthel'idge":..;.." - _. 

Ill) Cbaries Street, Marrickville,Tuesday May 6th. 
·Dear Mrs. Cocking, Phyllis gave me to understand that 
you find it rather d~fficult to obtain soap up there, 
so I have gat hexed toge ther some for you. So I have to-
d ay (Tuesday) sent you on a packet of same. I have iJU1i t 
sent it from Npwtown stat-ion as- I happened to be up th-
ere to-da.y, & sent it to Waratah station; so perhaps 
you will get 1 t -by Thursday.-As-you--know., . someonewll1 . 
have to piok it up. You will soon be getting your fam
ily up now. Give our loye to all. Fro p. Wltherldge." 

Arthur, Pbyllis, Doreen &_Judith arrived from MarrickvilJ.e 
at about 20 to 1 p,m. to-day. 

Sun. May 11, 1947. This is the79th anniversary of my 
birthday, as I was born_atKl:td.int;iJ~.AuSJ on Hay 11 1867. 
walter sent a telegram from Brisbane) IICongratulations 
on eighty;hop~ you re?-ch a c~ntury. ~elegr:a.phed £ 5 to 
yayfield. " Art collected the money yesterday., Art gave 
mela new shirt. Jim& ~_thel ~~ave me a birthday cake. 
last night. Son Jack gave me a new sbil't, & Fred gave me a 
packet_ of r~zor blade~. ~~ i::J:!~~l,eg is getting better 
slowl y. This is a oeau ttful day. 

Sun. May 18, 1947. We reeei ved tfii s letter from Flor nce:- .. " 

II N yngan 1- 5- 47. Dwar Mo ther 8: Dad, Thank you botb very much f
a r ,sending over the lactogen. I knell' it was a nui sance, but 
we fiidrl' tknow' "hat to doaboutlt,&slipp1ies are out f:, have 
been for some d~ys in Nyng~.· ~'l • Bill was able to get 2 sma
II tins atGrr~lambOne to';"day~ & th'eywere the lasti n the 
store there. nyhow, wi th 2 large & 2 small tins we sbo'..l1,1 
go a few l'reeks·before we need any more, but we will certainly 
see how things are before we have finished our supply. Joy 
is coming on 80 well on thi 8 food that I "auld hate to have 
to t\l tel' it. Thi sian' t a letter -- just a note J ~giist lEX 
BAdthankS; -R· Robert wants me to say thank you to Granma ": 

fr his marbl';iollies, & pictdre. He just put the picture 
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up in bis room straight away •. We are all Vlell.) can't be" 
bothered wri ting a: loiig:Tetter. I have Just fini shed ironing '1 
8~ it's after 11 p. m. & nearly bed-ti me •. 80 cheerio. I I 11 '~I 
wri te later. Love from us a:ll. Florence. 'I - ,/j 

¢~ 

II 159 Gregor~: Terrace 2.;.~47 •. -Dear Folks,' . I was pleased -w 
get Mum' a cheery letter & to know that you are all well. Sin
ce last writing E.mee-ha.8pent'herfortn-lght~-.-holiday chere 
.~ appeared to thoroughly enjoy a good time wi th her folks •• 
Her birthday,-was-onSatul'day las.t.-&I--d-l'ov:. her & her family 
for a very enjoyable picnicup at Wooloo laba on the Nol'th Co
ast.. She left on,hel'.xe_turn.to sy:dne.yon-Sundaymol'nlng,:& 
was undeci ded as to Just hOlf long she would oon tinue to 
Ii \'e in Sydney. On .T'Uesday Ilrent,J.lp to RoCkhampton for a 
fin-''l.l inspection on a sawdust extraction plant, but RoCky 
never hae intere?ted .me muoh, & I at_ayed 110 10ng~r th~n ne-
cessary. = have at last been officially informed of my 
nomination for the Perth job, but oonfirmation awai ts produc
tion of my birth certifioate, & another medioal exa.m. In 
vl ew 0 f this I would l;>e 0 bll ged 1 f you' would agai n send my 
birth certificate upb'y--r~gkst-el'ed p6s-t--Efty6urearlIest 
oonvenience. Even after these formalities it seems there w11 
be aome week I S de'lay pending the app.rovalby- the'Gov. Gen.; 
01eo tabling on the table of the Federal House for 14 dayst 
follO'1red bya period,"t)f )Od'aye du-ringwhichobJection may 
be lodged. All my inquiries regardin perth indicate it to be 
tb~ beet of--all-tM Aue-t-.--CB.p-l-tal-s j with a-very co-operative 
offic~ staff, 80 I a'1l somewhat anxiou's to shake the Queensl
an:: (Lst :'rom my fe.et,no,twltbstanding my real regret -at 
t}~e p1'(Hipi;;Ct of leaving so many good fri ends here. I twas 
'{£r y ir. t~:re G tine to kIlPff.:t.:tJat Daphne had st<;l,rted wo rk,. L I h-
ope she does well <-",enJoys the job. Esmee got the money all 
:right & illtend,ed to,_~_f3~e:t'p~p11l1.el s letter ·wheTl she retuxned 
to S ydne y. I am in the pink as lueual, & am dri vi ng to 
Bundaberg fOl' a few da¥s rl_extwe~ls! Y,?ure W&l..!I_11 _ 

Tlw following typed letter is from Sydney in ~~~~~. to o!le fr
on, Fr~d inquiring as· to --the-' most Buft'ab'l.e-shrubs to plan t in 
o UZ' gard e n. 

., " 
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maker there ) was nere for dinner .J!l.:th_us a.. couple of 
Sundays··a·go.' We haven't any more word abou t tb ese houses 
being sold yet. We were interested i~ buYing th~ f1 bro one 
next door, but when' we Wo:tked-Tt out the interest was so 
much & we would be anchored here SO_~I].K .. j;J)a:l_.1f.e Yri 11 go on 

.. 

piLying.x.e.nt--un-ti -l"-but-ld-trrg-rscn eaJll,eI'. C he ert 0: i tis ti me f 0 

for Joy'. last fe ed for the day, 8oJ'1~ fi nl ah up. 
Love from us alL. Florence-;-H'------"-

F Xi. May 23, 1947. Ye8terday'r-panrMrE~ Watts 4/-, which 
finished our payment of contributiQn~ fo! .t~ie year. At 
the hoepi tal I·t!Ot anin:j-ectlonfromBls-ter McOann, She 
told me tta my blOOd-count shows that over four million 
red co.rpu8cles.-The-normal-numberi-e4~;no ;000.. I promi
sed to give her Byron's poems. At Woolworth's I bought 4 
10 inch hack saw blades for--l/2, .&. a,t p ayn tert 8 I bougrlt 
a i,8th drill for 1/2. We received this letter from wal:-

If 159 Gregory Terrace , Bri ab,ane ,13-5-47. ])ear Folks. 
Thanks very much for sending my birth oertifioate 80 pro
mptly. Be th 1 t 8~ my medioal certificate ha.ve now been 
handed in, so all the r~c1.-t~p~LJl1achine:ql'can nol'l be star-
ted. I appreciate your sentiments about us being away 

from home, Mum, but all. fami11~e .. s!!em to ,spread au t when 
they grow uPJ & I'm sure weld all stagnate if we didn't. 
Actuall y you oould feel a Ii ttle.pl:'_i.de .. in having your 
early efforts rewa-rded 'OybiTIng one of the s1 x sentor 
J cbs falling on one of the famil T; & II m confident that 
you'll see me for my leave -eaoh'ye-~as usual· until I am 
later re turn ed to the Eastern area. . It's good experi e
nce, too, & I must confess that It ill rather looking forward 
to the "pastures new" Jfy lack of origina11 ty is regard 
to Dad' &J b1rthday w11l, I hope, be forgi veri; but I fel t t
hat he choose something to his own liking, whereas I had 
no idea as to' hi s requir ements. My only hope is that 
had an enjoyable da.y & is as young as ever to enjoy tbe 
future. I a_m afraid th,at ·my.earlier prosp'sct of Jo1n~, 
ingvyou you both for the celebratl ;:n of your Golden 
Wedding oannet be realised, .but you·can rest assured that 
my very best Wishes will be with you, as also Will be my 
continued gratitude for all the.hard 'WOrk done for me in 
the pa.-t. I thank you both, & will say the same on the 
occ'8.eion of ,.. our Diamond Wedding. Frankly II,e in a qu
andary as to'an appropriate gift for your afl.niversary, 
have not given up hope of a l-ast minute inSpiration as to 
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Borne thing whi-oh ---could real:J..y be appreci ared., My real wi
sh would have been to have negotiated you~ transfer, to 
another home in a more attracti ve& convenl ent 10c&11 ty on 
a "llwalk 1n walk outll basis, but it ie impossible to doany 
tbing from this distance, so I'll have to leave that as 

a plan for the fu·ture. Since my last letter I have t-
taken some men by car to Bunciab~_g& left them there to 
salvage various equipment ,from the lo?al aerodrome •. I 
returned to Brisbane_on Thursday las~, x. was able to nn 
a Ii ttlefri endly -golf ~lt tournament ·betwwen s1 x of my 
f r1 ends ever the week-end, whic h win seemed very pop
ular in view of my departure soon.- _N~xt lfeek--e~:tdwe are 
going down to the -Bay_ a~a~_n fer a fl shlng trip, :"~ I have 
bought myself a new gut Ilne to-day in readiness. I hav~ 
not heard from E smee since her return, w t assume tha~ she 
bas settled in agatn--o-.k., & -that-perhaps -she 1-ewaltlng 
for me to wri te fi rst. I t was very n1ce to know tba t YOt 
were all well j ~ - 1- am ion-the pink as usual Chee:rio. Five 
pounds. enclosed per phone. Wal." 

Th1 s letter is -frGm--Mrs-.-Webster:_ 
If 15 Greenfield Terrace, Portreath nr Redru th, Cornwall', 
April 2nd,_19·47.- .Dear-Ur.a.eking,_ Just sending yo on a 
few lines in answer to your welcome letter. Sorry not to 
have w];'i tt"n _before_as I -intended_ to do. We thank you for 
tbe papers, & I bave been ~omiBed Borne Views ~f QUI' vil
lage &l?urr6undJn.ga;"'_J!:Q_e!l __ Ig~:L:l:Qem I Wi 11_ s.end themon,_ 
but the weather has been against us •. Snow first, & then 
frost spoilt 'all ()ur bi~.? _of_Er~~.!l_s_'!;_~ff ~.~ _~h~ gClrdep. 
We had a lovely lot of brOccoli spoilt; then rain nearl y 
washed us out-- couldn't get but very little to eat. 
Coal ran short;- nO fi-re-:-We-ll-', never sue-bathing -in 
England before. Black stene, 18/- for 4 cwt. & it has to 
last a montb. Iflt---wae-ooal-lnst-ead-6! -more than half 
stor..e it might last· wi th care .• I have to spend 4/- a. we
ek tG belp tobur n1t.'--We-a-re well cared f.-r here in 
England.. Our food is awful; a half pound of corned beef, 
f1 vepenoe W$xthe-f---l-i-vero-r--aRusages to---last fro-mW" edne s
day until Saturday. No fresh meat, Gnly Saturday,then 
only a smallblt -to- las-t--ti-l-l-wedneeday; so we ar~ all 
feeling lrGrn Gut. I ha.ve been very sick since I last 11'1'
Gte te you. Nothing tGhf}-lp -us-cm-,& every bit we get il 
80 dear. W. have me>re penSion. Father has 26/- 8! me 16/
per week, eilat' a ..ene.-.go.4Dd....--thi-ng----we find i-t-handy.-

I 
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Copy of a telegram sent by Jim & Ethel Cocking to me for m y bi r t!Xi a y f ... .;. , 

~ 

"Loving gre etings & best wi shes for your bi r tr.day. Jim and Ethe 1. " 
o 

This letter is from Florence:-

lfNyngan l3-5-47.Dear Folks, I suppose it's Just about time I answered 
your last letter,although tbere. isn'~ much. to. write about. The local 
show is on just now & we are going. to-morrow. Fbbert haa been wantin 
g to go to-day, & he's been pr~tty persistent with his pleading, so 
I hope he enjoys it to-morrow •. ",,1I'hewe-atb h,~.:re i s beautiful, very 
wann days. We are still wearfng<·$ummer-clot.b ___ '!'''''~ a cardigan someti-
mes in the evenings.:, tlnwe!la~er;.aLat ",e-~,l" & ·-tb~"""/1:1tle fat daughter i~ 
a picture of health ; she )ra.~ :!!~y/;'6SY. 9h$ .. 8kfl/ & usually a big grin." 

. I told you that I have .@~ted to -wean ~e~at least I though I had, 
but she .till takea a. full oo-'ftle-·-of~--la()togen '& groats thrown in for 
dessert. &0, instead of au ting out the lactogep •. at a y of her feeds 
she has that extra. I t a going to be pretty gradual prooess, this 
weaning business, but I am not worrying much, because.he is IlZ'etty 
young yet. The only thing I am a bit worried. a:bQut 18 that she may 
grow too fat; but I oantt starve her to make her stream lined. She 
is happy & heal thy, so r haven't much to complain about. Robert is 
haying It good time now that it ie school holidays. Football is his 
la test cr.a ze .. !_~.~. ~s playtngbei"o;re breakfast,--& CQ-lllea1n pretty 
hungry for meala •• He has a good appetite now. He seemed to get a bit 
thin in the SUmmer time, but he is gronng taller ,& I am hOping the 
impro'Yement in appetl te will fat ten him a bit; I think it has alre
ady, but' he could .still be irr.proved wi th -a· bi t m~re~ ","eight. It seems 
as though I am ne el' satisfled--: one too fat &--tfle other too tp.in-
but I think they will be all r~glit la.tel' on. RObert is a much better 
boy than be used to be; perhaps the discipline at school ha.a helped. 
a· ·lot. We are e:xpectine- tbe man who took Bill's job at Bourke here 
on SUnday,also his wife (Mr. & Mr&. Egan). We received a wedding in
vi tatton from tbe daughter of one of Bill' 8 old custome""Q do""'" the re to-~ a v bu'" we (t b ~ '-' "u -

...... ., v won e able teo go do ,,:n.. F red Hodge son ( tb e "bet 0 t-
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May 6/47 

I am disinclined to recommend lists of shrubs fOT the 
Teason that I do not know what people like and therefore what they 
want 0 The average nurseryman's catalogue, which is usually descrip
ti ve of most shrubs, is a·· much better mediwn than anything else 0 

From Buhh a catalogue you could select evergreen or 
deciduous shrubs to suit your pocket and your tistes--as well as 
the position--and then again--many species and varieties are unob
tainable to-day. I find it most unsatisfactory to suggest per 
lette,r long lists of shrubs--many of which, the reader will find 
subsequently, are out of stock. 

Practically any sort of shrubs except those suited to the 
mountains will do well in your district and Isugges't that you go 
to your nearest nurseryman and ask him what he has on hand-..;.ilhe 
price and whether they are established or only baby shrubs. You 
can save yourself so much disappointment and expense, also long 
years of' wa iting, by dOinf this--and getting bir shrubs or trees 
already growno Magnoli?s, gardenias, camellias, cassias, lasiandras, 
wattles, mmpmwwm~ acalyphas, roses, hdbiscus, most native shrubs, 
will all do well in the positions indicated in your map. . ,. 

YoU}S for a better garden, 

.. p~-=:;--<;, 

q 
,1 

~ 
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'IeI' is still very sick-bisheart is very wea.k. Doctor 
,ld me not to be surprised at anything ha.ppening to him. 

have just buried my sister tpool'.-_thing,qui~te .sudden, & a 
)ousin: it qui te upset me. I was glad to hea.r you were a 
illl fa.irlY!!~11 a tt:tJ~_1ii me o:L_wri tin~_ ... J.lopeu~YOu -areall 
the same. our boys & girls are fairly well at present. 
[ was glad t~~~~% 8_e_e yo~~r da.l!ghj;~~~_JlashjLd_her Ii ttle b 
baby~ our Frank' 6 wife is e~ecting ene in June. Joyce is 
nearly seven years; & the 11 ttle onJLJtl:!~._.<iJ~~<:,\_1fOul.Q, be 3 
years 0 Id~ 1~r-~ne-li&d-lrvea~~-SUc-h--ilineXUyloyel y bey, rut 
Sorry to say, she is not very fond of ba.bies. Not lik~ 
me;I used tola"e tnybables~~be-for-e·they· were born. 
I am sorry to gay Father is very poorly still; I have to 
do ever ythlngfor- him now;-&mrt-too--goo-d--rriyself. I t male e6 
i t very hard. Hie heart & stomach are bad • I took him in 
to the heepi tal for X raYt "but -he-was se)" weak. They pre-
p ared him for 1 t & we were to go in on the. tuesday, bu t he 
was so bad tba. t we neve r--wen t .---f)o-cto-r-·said n ever mi nd; t 1:1 e 
heart is too weak for the Operation; so it' Ii just a matter 
of time now. He sends hi s ki-nd-e&t---rega-rds to you & your 
wife & family,B: many thanks for the p9{>ere, which he reads 
w1-,en able & enjoys. Now! muet_h1ll'.r.¥-forpQst. With kind
est regards to you & your wife & family. I passed my 731'0. 
birthday_ on _Friday. A. ever, your sincere frien.ds,H. B & E. 
ebster. II 

hUT. May 29, 1947 .~~~~~~X-':;1i1ild·{ms~XWatJt}iX To-1'l:i 
'l(e received the following letter from Bill & Florence:-

"Nyngan 27-5-47. Uet1 ... : • ", .... 1.. cO, -."9:.· Yaur·,l.--tter:1e th·e parcel 
cd cake arrived on FridaY,or perhap.a.-Lt might have arrived 
early in the week,but I didn't go down for.the mail. Thanks 
for the cake: Robert claimed it, out allowed us a Ii ttle 
tast·e of it .• It was good of Ethel to rnake.it for Dad; he IJ. 
did :;Jretty well on his birthday. I am glad YOU" got the p,UG
eli n good order on the 22nd. Don I t put the she ets awa yi n 
your glorY-box, Hum, we want you to ·use them now. They may 
save you from haVing a few sleepless nights wi th your bad leg; 
.~: we thought Dad would apprecrate the extra warmth these co-
ld nights too. The pha to 11111"- gi-,reyou some idea wha t70 y 
looked like, but you can't tell from a photo what a happy n
ipper she i 8. In the proof where ·sne-wa.s -laughlngher eyes 
looked so small, so we had to choose a more serious expreGsion, 
I hope you are feeling roore che-erfu-];--&-:tn better health than 
'lfbe'n you last wrote. Why'do you have to do such a lot of w
ashingwhen you are not well? Surely there is no nee.] to 

I 
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wash when you hav-e one of-your bad days. I know how sick 
yOll get, & I certainly wouldn't worry about work on those das 
if -: wereyou.O-h, .getting back to the photo: the frame 
was an old one we [,ad here. The picture would have been nicer 
in a gilt frame, tbink,_ but we only had a few minutes oetw
een the time we1 gotthe photo & the time of the train ' s de
parture ,-so we cJs~o. :t:;PtJ.t __ .()Il_~.. I am sorry it was such a 
T!1akeshift,. but perhaps yo' have one over there that is more 
8~li table. Did Jack & Glad stay at home wi th you for part 
of thei r holidays,' oJ: did they Jqst call in ? 

Dear Mum 9~ Day. Now me. You know Bill, that 80n-in- law who 
h'3.R your daughter in ·thebush. Well, thanks _for the g J,; I 11 

1 buy something with it. I asked Flo to write Uds, seeing 
that I am the one who received the present I had. t'J do it my-
self. Cripes ~ I am feeling old. bnly 20 more years to go 

.. ~ I will be~gettingtheQld ~ge __ penslon. I hope there(s'no m 
"leans test, oecause it would. be a shame if I came into a for
tune befor. then. By_the_w~y~- 4~d Dad get full on theSCitBZ 
lnM.l'tj'f8~Ii>Yh ann! versar y . of your wedding' , . We .would .11:-ke to 
have been at hQme_:th~t_g.iiY, b~lt that was impossible at that 
~ime. II • 

TXtj:tl X»HtIXIMJXnliiliX Bfll says if you can(t understand his 
wri tlng, send it back & he will have it tyPed. I can hardly 
understand it" but r -su'ppos--my -letters take a bi t of un- .. 
der standlng at times. There ien' t any ne.vs. We are all 
well now. RobertlsJust-o-ver--an attaok of bronchitis, but 
it was slighter than usu~l •• We had some good rain over 
the week-end, -&no-w -wInter- -basoeme. Up till now it has_ 
bee t1 beautiful weather, but I think the cold weather has 
settled now.Cheeri-O----- chope you & thehlllYc-pillies 
are all in the pink •• LGve from UB all. F loreno •• " 

Tues. June 3, 1947 .Thi 8 -morning I have 
fo llowing/verses:_ 

POOR BYRON. 
Lord Byron left h1s8cornful -wife 
Because of their domestiC strife 
And sought. swe e-t peru:te ~ ... lei sur e t 
To WIt te at ease impastHoned rhymes 
In more congen1al.f.ol'c1gp _c:J.1mes 
And taste" forbidden pleasure~:- , 

typed the 

I 
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There, flouting all. divine commands, 
He herded wi th the swinish band2L 

.-~ .- ~--~ .. --- .. ---

Of any town or oi ty: 
Wi th love transformed to lowest_ lust _ 
~e f1 lIed his foes wi tb- deep disgust, 
And _t~~ ~~d s wi tl1 ____ g_ri_~~%: __ ntty._ 
,,;-

Poor Byron·was a gifted man-
A geni us to "xi te & pla.n-- --. 
With ample erudition, __ 
Bu t threw a 11-llroral.--o0fia.1f--asfCi e 
And drifted en Sin's turbid tide 
That flo,"s te dark perdi tion-. 

II The seul-that sine-shall surely die", 
Said One above, Whe oannet Ii e; 
Yet genuine repentanoe - -
Fer wiokedness may still atone-
Not 8kil1-- but p eniteno e alone
May nulli fy the sen tence. 

-- -

His loves & hatreds were extreme, 
.And love ef w.men was his tAem&--_ 
Indeed it was 11i8 pas.ien. 
Fl'em eaoh oompliant girlhe met 
He parted with extreme regret, 
In Continental fashiM. 

To penalise his scornful wife 
He wasted all hiswedde:i-l1fe 
And wrecked his reputatien 
Wi th any .... man but hie own,--
Till tidings of his fall had flown 
And shaoked each deoent nati.n. 

Defiant of divine decrees, 
Of Pleasure's glass he drained the lees, 
o en temptucau8 flf dangers. 
At last, ef kin & home denied, 
The young, defi_ant poet di_ed, 
And lies entombed wi th strangers. 

His life should aid us to reoall 
That folk pre-eminent may fall 
Frem their exalte:lata:tionej -
And help us all to reali ze 
T ha t we are net toe good & wise, 
And stop self-adulati en. 
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Tues. June 3, continued"" ___ T.l::li..~ lIl()rning I posted the Sund ay S 

Sun to Harry Webster, 7 A ReadersiDigest to Mrs. ThC)rnton. L 
Last Sat. Fred planted out 57 _cabbages. Rain most of last 
week but fine to-day. , 
Tbur. ,June 12, 1947. Last ThuI'sday I got an injection from s 
81 ster MeC ann, & my left_ arm issti 11 sore. I paid Fred' 8 i 
insurance, & bougbt 3 packets of b:o\~n oni?n seeds ..• Last. 
Monday I telephoned to._Mr. J~es OI233, t~le ?WIler the SllW!Y!l 

lIon Fai tland road, to inqulre about the 2 hne-posts that 
\'Ve ne ed. I also rang to llill. s~a~ffer' s house to engage him 
to carry the posts & other timber down-to us. Late~ 2 young 
men came wi th Bill' sJQr~'Y}c took me UP':I to the sawml.ll •• The 

, f the timber was £ 2-~6~whlcb I paid to a yolUj.gwoman 
prlce ~. he had no Qhcmge) • Mum & I &. Kei th put onepost 
(L eSB oQ., as s .- ----"trday byron's Doems to 
in on Tuesday, &. the 0 ther one yes e. . ... \1 C 81 S .,_c ann. 
':;:'o-ciay we received this-1~tt~r -from Walter:-

11159 Gregory TceZ9B9-6-47-o-Dear_Folks, Had it not been for mv 
rec en t 2 or 3 tel~grams I would have f el t very gui 1 ty abou t ~ 
the long delay since my: l~st ,letter) Q"ut if YoU have perhaps 
f~ared that I have been slck, this will serve to put your 
mlnds at rest, for l'm __ 1QO .p~r __ (:l~!!t . fi t as usu~l.% _ 
Dad's long letter was very lnteresting as u8ual,&n "r1Was very 
pleased to learn ()~ yt?U!lg R?_l:>er_~' s progress, 8: the fact that 
Japhr.e is enj 0 ring her job. Cance-inl n-g -the query on Esmee, 
I am ,"ri ting to her1;g-:-_~Jght_J_~ ___ !~l_~ ___ ~_~~, her concerning l.!l'. 
Call1pbell, as you, requested. She appears to--b-e~'cioing qui te 
well at her music,- but due _t_o_ all __ ov_e};',s:tgp_t __ on.1h_e P<irt of her 
teachel' she was unfortunately left ou.t ',};e 1i at of names 81.1-" 

. 'omi. t t e;l for _ the June -e.~g.rrHJ_-,_...:%. __ m __ ~§!_:t no w wai t un ti 1 Sept embe r. 
Jon I t 'be afrai d of tbe' bank-roll, l{um- --r l m--s-u-reth<it sendl:!1!3 
dO"ffil a few qlJl~t.1!.()!l'_tl_~_~~e me short; 8: I hOpe that by. now 
you I ve 'been abl e to squand er--l-t---oli-~l:i-revi -luXi.lrT'e-s-tha t you w 
wo:.~ldn' t oedincuily buy for yourselves. try expenses ,whe:l I 
go We s t, wi 11 be ft111y--oorneo-:;r--Ufe----Department-;---'so 'I I m not 
likely to go short., I ,am still wai-tlng for coufbrrnation of 
the appoi:1tmfmt trj C?m-tf:~-thro.u-gh-any-day, &'I'm a-frald I-donI t 
share Dad' 8 pessimism regarding religious bal'riel'seto. 
'J ertalnly 1'11 be the--youngest -State Engineer-,bu t I still 
feel confiden tit wi 11 come through very shortly. Since 
my last letteT' lfrs.,Jones'&daughterh9.ve~ had a week's hollday 
at Tambourine I-!ount9.in &, have returned full of enthusiasm 
T j-'g-9.rding Hie purchRse--oi'---a.---f-l-e-wel'--f-arm .' up-there)- bu t I 
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think there is-somehi-tch---a-beu.t the pl'ice{ £ 2250 ) wil ich 
is wan ted for the plac e. I have had another trip down the :3a:r 
fishing; also anotbel' trip.&-very~nJoyable swi~mi-ng - a-t 
Burleigh Heals,& a quick trip to Kingaroy, where I huve sent 
four men t(Ldj,s.IDan tlea_._ .. R. A._A.K----txai.l'l.in-g cliamber·· which 
i 8 to be transferred to Amberly. To-morrow I am tak Lng 2 
:,:en to RoundMountain ca.tnp near Be aud.esert, to take out 3 
generating sets which we have bought fror."! Dispus::l.ls. 
The workmen have at last started work_~w _011. the new C0:101'e::
tefei1ce atth-ebackO{·o"U.-r--yarfTwhich I mentioned sm'l€ time 
ago, 8: for which we have been wai tiiE.. __ ELQlong. 
The cost is £ 92, but it will make-a. vast improveme~lt) 8, we 
expect it tOllS finished this week._L_!i:~.~ch~d the open go
If championship herelast---SatuYdayTn perfect weather & real
ly beautiful surroundings, & I'm sure that the 3Qoo people 
nresent must have thorou'ghly enJOye-a the···dayt ou tinge 
~ heerio for the present; I hope you ar~a.llwell. Yours ""Tal. 1\ 
n 

Sun. Jmle 22" 1947. Last Thursday I·got an- injection from 
sister McCann. I bought a 7/64 th drill at Sorby' 8 for l/l. 
I called at Wi lliams' . ,butther-e seemed to be no one at home .. 

"" Jose & IVy retl.lXned. from hex. sister Daiay's place near The 
mfitrance last Sunday night. Charli e is still at Geen oak. 
~rt Cocking's head was badlast-week,-& he was not at work 

with Fred. Bert called here this morning. I have finished 
the book entitled IIFiftyJ:futinies,Re..bell-ions & Revolutions" 
which Bill purdy f:ave me. I have wri tten the follo\vlng ver-
see !- .. -

WHAT IS TIDUGHT? 

If- I t seems to' be a conscious force 
~ That eent :each protollon its course 
~,.. To concen t:i'ate & scatter 

Unseen electrons ,whenc e arose 
Themi. ghty atoma -tha tCiompose 
The eubstance men call matter. 

. ., 
What clever sCi·~ ti at can find 
The origin of conscious mind 
I n microscopic creatur esl 
or howbri sk ani matlon springs 
From tiny, elemental things 

. Devoid of form & features? 
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That old enigma still remains 
.~ To puzzl~ .phi 1~soR!licbrain8" 

And still eludes solution 
r \; »JX1)aZltXfit lj;C,ll,,-I.:I~.x p~IGtUXIK!X 

By sCientists who p6ii1i'er' 0' e1' 
lluge tomes of 1)8.rwini stic lore 
And nrate of"ev"oTu'tion. 

. '1 
Did lifeless ate-ms seek & find 

If . .a(The means to gain both life & mind 
. By slo\v & easy stages, . 
~ And then unitedly resolve 

That men from monads should evolve 
In prehistoriC ages? 
. . B 
such supposition is absurd, 
For naught impossible oCCllrred 'rb In Nat'.lre l 8 vast K!iUI.Z~KiXZ extension. 
The origin_of life &_.~hough~, .. 
Though long by wisest sages sought, 
seems pa!3t¥~l_s. 9()lnpr~hensi9n. 

r· , .. \p. 
.~j 

y~ t nought exi l3~s wi thout a cause; 
And Force & Matter nev'erpause 
I n making & de straying . 
.n. .'. ......... ...... -----.... - . . , 
Apparently wi th fixed-design, 
All eV;i,..l thi ngs, & those beni gn 
wh:tdi .- mfrrfons-are -'ffnJoyrng. 

·July 6,1947. Last Tbllreida.yT posted ,for MUIll, a parcel 
to Florence, I got an injection from sister ]\~ccann. I paid 
the electric light 'bIll 'at Wesca HO'lse. Our pensions were 
rat sed last Thursday from £ 3-0-6 each for tnightly to 3 p0-
;~ ndl: ten shillings &-sixpenc eeac'h~'" Th new 40' hour week 
law is now in operation, & there is trouble over the ~lestion 
of whether the 40 ·houl'S -shall be work ed in five days or in 
si x. I have fini shed reading again the oook en ti tled 
IIMI ssionary Hexo·ines,f,by Chal'lesF .-Hqyward. 
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1947 Yesterday we received this from Florence:-

IlNyngan 7-7-47.Dear];fother & Dad,FiTst _c>f all_I must thank you 
for the m?ney & the bi r~-hday greetings you sen t to 1}obert & mys 
elf. I wlll get a cardlgan for Robert:_..E.9 __ E2"Ll,I!9p.sare required 
for t hat, &--:J:---h-aven f-t- -crecl-d-ect- wna:e-rsE a 11 eu Y I'll t h the mo-
ney you sent for me. I often, think how lovely it wouli be 
to have so' many sheps as you-haTe- over- there. I have tried 
in Dubbo to get a cardigan & here, but they haven't my s1 ze .. 
We didn l t give Robert- apaI'ty-(eggs-a-re -so scarce) but I 
mane a birthday ca.1{e. I intended sending a piece over, but 
it doesn't seem good enough ·fo that •• - -Hewas deliQ'hted to 

"" '" receive tbe telegram from N~el on his birthday, also a ver~y 
nice card from IYy, Jose,&t.henipper-s to-day. 
He wi 11 be out wi th it to show all his mates to-morrow. 
I6 was too late when Bi 11 came hometQ-nlght, or too oold .. 
We only get the mail 3 days a week now, 8~ it only goes 3 
times 80 you wil,1 unde_rstand if the letters are a bi t Blowe:r 
in re~ching you.. I missed getting a letter to you by Sat
uTday B mail, so it has to wait-unt1-1to-morrow (-rues:-lay;'. 
We are hoping to mOVe next' Sart1.lrday week (19th~ & are 100-

king forward to th proSpect e-f getting eu-t of here. We 
bad very heavy rain last week, & the rO,of leaks so badly. 
Th7. housin/2: shortage is still very aGute here & tr:ere is a
lm~st a fight when a house is vaoant , so many ZB~wa.nting 
to be the new' tenant.. I can imagine yo~-would -g~t plen
tv of dust front the new roads being made over there, b1Jt 
if people settle up there'the transport 9J:?~1e:;1 ~~ho:;cl, ;:,8 
s olved. ~.~ore buses, oarr perh:3ps the tr a:"!l 11 ~es e .. \ te .. 1H:'\-," ~ • 

although I think the buses will_win; tbey seem to be ta1:1ng 
the plac f: of trams in most p lac ea.-. I tt s good to thi n k 

, 1 t T ! -.,'..!- 1 i,. that FI'ed is such a good he p 0 you. ~.LJ. 06,,-.. yo',t ... 0'),. 
forward to him coming home at the week- ends. ":',u Lier t " J-:.;; j' 
al'e well. Robert 1s lco,~king better 8: much fatter 'or)",:,! t-:l
at Wirj,t~'r i$ here. TEe cold weather a.grees 1;';:~ th ];t~[;-:~.1f::1:' 
bett~r' t1:.an the ~umr.1er. I·:e is '\fry proud .::,1 ;,1 nev, lc_< L. ~~ 
ball we got for hi 8 bi I'tr,clay. He is plaY:!.Gt; wi tL i t, .~\j' :-:~ 
ursing it, all day long. The first night be wanted to t3k~ 
it-to bed wi th him. He ha.!! a snlall football. ,but it ,);:,;.ly 
has packing inside, but tbis one has a bladder 8: is so w~lr:;ll 
bigger.';. He thinks its great to be -6~- I think Jey lL'J,s t 
be -cutting auotter tooth)for she has been a bit vroxl'ied,e, 
cross to-day. She only has 3 teeth f,O far. She is:la G,)od 
Ii ttle: talker, 5:: bal;, ttat loud, he~rty la1J_gh lUre Ro':)eI't h=G.l~ 



2 1-2 ~) ': 
:J ' ''' \';her. h~ was a baby. EVt."ryone says abe i s ~ust lite :neJ out 

o'''eL tbe.,'-haven i t se-en Jack. She is mOTe lIke Ja.ck tr:an a 
~I,.'~·v\")"'~ r" t:H n}' Eel' hail' is growing veI'y tbick, but I Ca.'li .~ 
d ... .1.<_,t:._', v·~ -. th' k ' 
se~ a.w.y ginger appearii1g i,n it, nad; I (iO~l:. t In,, Y?U .,"':-
11 {l.3,Ve a red head in J,.y. This house 8: ~J.l.t; one on el~te ... 
side are to bE' sold any day now. I hope that the s .. le 19 
delayed until after we leave.. At l:,aat the prob~em of h-
n~ing for another houf:ieiseVel'-, seelug that 11r. !.~attbews_ 

obligingly got his mOVE; at this time. ~ill heard of a ) 
: (;lJse to-da~,r out at -Giri1amoone (one of hJ. s ports of call 

tL3..1;) including: furniture, that is to, be sold fOI' £ 3~ 
fTlhe houce is old . Bill says but if tbere are' no wrn te 

~~t~it sho~ld be wofth tha.t •• it'. the first time I h~V~ h 
llec:.rd of the, fur-n1-ture.. being 801<:1 :wi th tl1e house out uhl S 

way. Well, 1(11 say che.erio,It's ~fter 11 p.m,. " 
r.::hank you.ence more.-Thank. Ivy &_ Jose for Robert.: t~ll , 
them be was delighted ».iXi'j, to think tlJat,.. tbey re~embereQ 
:biu.. It l1wri te to tltem one qf ~hese days) .out we hCi.V e.., a 
mov ir1g job on cur hands shortly, so we wil.1 be busy. our 

love to _you a1l."- D~ .you ev_er se~ Ers. Rees now 1 or does 
s['€ live in Maitland 1 Flor~nce.' 

l:~on. July 14, 1947 •• To-day this letter oame from Walter:-

III'Tattersall's hotel, Townsville,9th July 1947. 
'ti' 1-t nders Rt:reet.- Deal'- Fo-lks,-l have pUl'-

Sid.. Ramage pXupxi e tor. pose ly avoid ~ wri ting u-
e p·.U. Box- 247-.. - ---nti I-I ·haddef-l.ni-te n ews-oc! 

ct11tF~~, & to-day I have seen notice of my appointmen t 
8.S Senior Mechanical-Engineex for Western .Australia publi
shed in the Commonwealth Gazette. Ac tu all Y my succ essor, 
a 49 year old· Mr •. Ford-,.tQokoverfro.m me on the 1st of 
the month, & I 'am IJ,OW in the process of showing him over 
the Northern Jobs •. .!.f.e.--ue -going-onto Cairns t~-rnorrow 
x, wi 11 probably return to Bri sbane at the week-end.. I w
i 11 then spend afur_ther couple .of lJeek s clearing up . 
things here, & expect to get 'on my way towards the end of 
the month, & wi,11, :.ot .co'U..rs~) ~e~ _. Y01,1 onrny way through. 
Everything wi th me is fine, & I was glad to know' that 
you a;re_a11 w~ll. 'I'll~1feat;her._h~re~s q\lite cold, but 
both at Rockhampton & Mackay there was a decid.~ nip in 
the at r ft l'S t th1 ng in .1;11 ~ morn1IlgS. . Thi sis mor e in the 
nature of a 'holiday for me, in fact I'm reckoning on 
lOOking at the Johns,WoOds.zocLh.ere to-morrow. Ch.eeriG. 

Wal." 

I 
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xx~u Sat. ,July 19t19~7. La.st· -~JlI··got an inj retion 
from sister Me ann, I bought a 1/8 drill,a3/16 tap~: all 8 
tap at SQrby's for 3/9. I called at William-s' ·&ugot a ehe:que fori 
6/4 fTom M:;:'s. Williams •. Fred carne home as usual yesterday even111 

am studyingari thmetic_ again,fol' -I have -nearly forgotten 
all of it that I learned at scbool. 

it 
Wed. Jul y 23, 1947. Yeste_I'c:la~~ we fe().~i ved. thi s from Art -

"196 I llawal'l'a Road" MarrickyiIle, sa.:tllrd~x. Dear Folks, 
We were glad to get your letter, but sorry you were 80 

upset by Wal' s going, Mum, ?,-- that you were. pr~ared to con
f ess to offences which you hayne never commi tted. I've no 
recd>llection of you being impatient wi tl}nei ther of tbe kids 
; you have all bee!! the soul of Rrndhes-s & generosi ty to 
them. Haybe, Mum, you got a bi t narked wi th Doreen, thougbt a 
mighty lot;-& then thought you -had---sai:£' somethfng out of 
plaoe We wouldn l t have been narked if you had shoi\rn some 
sign of peevishne8s with her, but you haven' te 
What you l ve thought at times I can only guess; but i tl 8 a fret:~ 
world & there's no harm in . .just thinking. We often thikk 
what hounds our kids are, you know, when they're out. 
They' re pretty good in their natural haunts, where we wis1J 
you could see them more often, but they are never at their 
best, somehow, in Mayfield.. So,please, Hum, no more ap-
a logi eE abou t the way you treat the nip s; we know you love 
th em like an ything & we wi 11 inflic t the Ii tt Ie bru teD on 
you tIle f~ret opportuni ty we get. 
I'm wri ting to IVaI thi e week congra tulati ng him on hi s a;:;~;~ 
ointment. No, we didn I t caTe whether he thou§.'ht Earl·ici.:-v
i lIe was a slum or not. All I remember was that I t'n(iu,~[;t 
the M' vi llei tea w~re a migrJty sight better trian tbe'
Rase Bay -- patti s POint mob, & if Wally wants a wife h~! 11 
get a !nuch better one round here thaYl he wduld among the 
snooty dames of the IIbet.ter class" suburbs. 
( A. fin~ example of t.he fOTegoing Btat~Tfj~nt 1.8 "tly iJ'rr, 'Ni:'"ff~';. 
Ir~~Je:t·t;f¥~; by pllylhs. 
The 1:18pection is on at school now;hl1t I'm hardly e"'lf':~-[ 
nteJ'esteJ. I'm on tb~ maxil1Uifl teachini? mark for one of ~n~! 
ex;.:::eTj ~l1(~e as a graduate, so that, unless· the : 8P(~G tbi:;ks 

::: I m posi ti vely useless, I o,an't lose, & eve'n if :he tIli . .'1l:f" 
I'm A worl:i-beater, I can't gain. 
Y~un~ '"iat;o 3a sil s~:lll comes for coaching, g~ the 3 ',mi. 1.,1-.. 
0 __ es CO':1/"' about '.,ono e a fa rtlli g'h t now. The uni tri 0 hal t) 
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, i'T'l)"';-Fffect on the Firm of a rj Be :!.n t wri te an essay:orl co -' , 

triA Basic Wage. II J ~= MUl'6ti;i ns had to e:'i ve them a le~d. ~n, ~ to 
, . - 11 p -'trac' ng thRt 1 t' s",rptt,T tH-T {. ~ ~.~'.1 '0 J e c t rn at t e r 1 8 so a - ~ m I) :: • - .' . ;'.,.. - " 

r' tu cover in a thousand wor ds/3 ; ,\. '1, was a, "i t pe ... plex~l 
?J' t,:) wl)ether we'd taCkled it on th~ n ght l~ nes. , Aoouu 
~l w"ei( nfter the essay 'was handed ln, one OJ.. :he ,olokes, 
8ei(p',1 me to get some information on lIin~orne -:<c pTlce, e1·.'18-
t\('1.tyof demand ll a concept of which I tnought I kne''f no
th.ng. I was on my way to tbe Public Library when I met, 
abl'Jk e who gradua t e:1 with first c ~a8s hon?u~ 8 l~:~ t. year. 
The e8sieet way to fi~d out, about thl~. elastlc~tr stuff; 
thunk I is to ask thls bloiCe. So I d}Cl. He to ... d. me, ~ .. 
sbowed ~oncl"181vely that I Id given my st1.ldents, about ct~ 
~O\lrl s 1 es son on the subj ec t -- I had known qUl te a 10 .... 

abOljt 1. t, bu t di.dn! t know its mcxiern) i. e. this year-I s label. 
?:y inforrna.Ylt went on to say that it came into the lA.st 
essav Economic82stud.en ts had to wri te c • I told, him I I d 
11elped 3 blokes on that topic. "Oh, did you ?2 ,he 3.8kel. 
W}1<lt are their names? I told him. "You see", he wen ton , 
"I I m the blQke who's marking them. II 

Well j here was ini'o.rrnCltJ9Jl str~igh1i from the shoulder. I 
asked hi what bel d' do to the tOpiC if he were wri ting it. 
;~rhen he flni-ehed !!iXln~tiX~!X!:t~m:ej{1 I knew that hi s 
lin~ of argument w~s almost identical wi th mine, so, aski-ng 
hi m not to be a louse when it was ti me to hllnd th e rnar'{ s 
on, I wen t on my way rejoicing 'in the -beli ef that for 
once the local boy had made good. (Oorry I had to spend 80 

much space skiting )'., -
Rere t s another bit~. though. V.ince Murray, who is now head
!'!\~ster of Ca:tttPsie tMr. Bryce haVing died suddenly' heard 
my name mentioned the other day. "Ar!illUr Oocking, II he mussed, 
II taught bi'YI at Mayfield East" "An exceptionally sm8rt kid, 
he was. lip l' etty good, eh ? Th e only catch is that I thi Ilk 11 e 
must be thinkir1g ef -Wally,- because I ,I ve only--averyvague 
recollection of ever having been taught by aiyone named 
Murray. A pity l' .cuti tl s still in the family, -anyhow. 
phyll3: tbe kids have most marvellously improved in health. 
,-'uay looks ve_r y11 ttle'_ffiore like a gi rL than when you saw 
her last) but she continues to be mighty cute & cuddlesome. 
Goreenls growing in h~ight,& PhyllIs growing in. favour 
wi th kids 8: man. HERE'S NE'WS. TVAI T FOR I T. Eo the 
nipper iSn..1 t born yet. This. is just to get you keyed up 

THE PHONE WI LL BE on BY HEXT '.!lEEK) EN D. Th e blbk es 
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have put in the neoessary wires, P, all we wai t for is tl1e 
actlal phone-to beconnected-" -alY-theotl-ler prelimtnaries 
bein:~- complete. Wi th a bi t of luck,.we'll give you. a ring 
after 9 next Saturdi'iY or Sunday -night, -&:-'we'll be able to 
keep in more intimate contact regularly from now on. 
Frs. Wi the-ridge i-a sOT-ry··-a-t--hav-i--ng--to-p-ostpone'her vi 81 t to 
Mayfieldibut thinks it will be better if she comes to see 
you the . ast week in August. I t·wi 11 then be the schoo 1 
holidays, &: I will be at home wi th Phyll to help her out w 
with the kids&: .message.s._ .• _ Mxs •. Wi.-theridge--is a great help 
with both problems at present, &: I will be able to relieve 
her of the responsibility during th_enext holidays. I will, 

however, slip. home &: see y'-;ou all some week-end in the very 
near future. ny further news may rea$onablyleft.until that 
auspiCious oi3casion when we ring you up-- perhaps next we
ek encl. The eameas ever ,~i ttle A~ti e.." 

Thi 8 telegram came thi e morning:-

II Leaving SatuI'day arri ving home about Monday •. WAL. II 

Sun. ALlg. 3, 1941. Walter arrived from Brisbane, by cat/3f 
last Sunday, with young Mr. Scorber., who went on to 8y
dn ey by trai n • Wal stayed at home un ti 1 last Wedn e sda y 
,; then left, by himself, in his car for Sydney. He called 
o~ Art & phyllis at Marrickvil1e. He went on to MelbouTne 
probably by car, & has to be at perth by next Sunday. 
Art has just had a telepho~e_pu t in to the house he li
ves in at ~':arrickville, &: called us on it last night. 
Fred came home us usual last Friday nigrlt, &: yesterday he 
he}lped Jose to paint Jose's house in Carrandott~ street~ 
The weatber was lovely yesterda~ Last lnur sday 1 

got my usual i nj ec tlbon at the hospi talfrom8i 8 tel' };tcC a.'1n. 

··on. Aug. L;t'c 1947. The following letter carne somE: t: C:~e 
3.~;0, ,mdA. ted, from rrl;qd ys:-

i.st: -1..venue, warrawong, Sunday 25th. . .~ar M'.lm" We 
are pleased to hear that yyou are all well. We are all we
II &-r am much better~- My word; Keith did have a.lucky 
escape ,didn't he ? It's a good .~:ob it was the bike & not 
himself. We read about it in the paper. I would' nt worry 
about Fred not wri ting: no news is good news, they say; an
yl1ow~ l;e mightn't be fond ofwri t--:.ngletters ; he's not the 
only one ether. We're pleased to near that FleD.& Robert 
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are well. Dell came first· in the ·:eisteddfod for French ve"=
rse speaking under-14~----She,;get, a nice medal. . The. re were 11 
children entered -& she· beat t:Jem all. Madam Malon, a Fre
nch 'yoman from theCen-servatQrium. was t be adjudicator. She 
entered in 2 ve~se-Bpeaking c!oirs .n English Q. tl~y got I 
1st & 2nd place. Sbe was in a singing choir & they got 3rd 
GO altogether she done well. We received [ler report on 
Friday, t; she hascome::(~rst t~ tpe cl::188; .her _Dad is Tery 
nroud of [J er. The Bre thers had a conc ert on Tuesday night; 
it was very good. John.doI}e his p":lrts well; Jack reckons 
he was the best of the lot, but -of cours e Jck' 8 a ski te ; 
I tell llirr. GO, illyvyayo_ I don't know when we will ue seeing 
:'ou all, so It 11 eay gooo. bye & all the best to you all 
:f rom th e C ockings at ~arrawong. xxxxx. II 

Thi s Ie tt er came f"l"Orlrkrt- & 'p hylli e: .... 
" 196 rlla.warra Rd. , Marrick"lfille 27-7-47. Dear Mum & Dad, 
Vlhope you have' n0t' been-- Bitting up too late this week-end 
waiting fortbe phone call that didn't. A-lthough tbe nece
ssary ,""ires &.cables bay .. been laid tbi. end. we are still 
.I'i ting for the mechanics to come & inet:h.ll tl:e pbonetkil 

I 

-if Ie were told pe woul.d.~_lJ~re 9n '~;iday, & a~ he did not a
rrivethen it.will probably be aX~jjXX within - the next few 
:~a y8; so by next "e~k-elld . everything Sh0Uld be we 11 & 

trul y oemnec ted & you w1ll hear our melodious voices ca.ll-
-I 

i ng' you. We 'ar~-al-1---at -the ".sni ffly"- etag.ed.@1rnhere --
in other words we have all a nice little cold each. 
Art hur & rarecJust_xecoyeri ngfxQill oure & non the kiddl es 
have 1 t. I have been rubbing ever y nose, chest & back that
I can find wi tb._"YIOKS'~_~ciQsing~v.eJ:Y on~ wi_ ttl cough s y-
rup, BO the place resembles 5. a chemiet'w shep. . 
Doreen commences :ICinci~rg§'l'~e~ t~::-mo;r6w after_ being away 
3 week s wi th mumpa. She lIkes i tthere very much , so I'm 
not ~xpeoting __ a.ny.~!<?_1:l~!~~n ~~tt~?g her te start a~ain •• 
~hf! naB im~roved in every wa.y.inee going tIl! re,eepecially 
In her eatlng. She enJeys hermeale & eften asks fer a sec
ond helpiil.g-.- Jtidrtb r. -qult-e he-r eld sel:faga:lh & although 
~he ~1as a ~old~t pr_e~.D:-tabe l00ks the :picture of health 
we stIll enJ0 ys 3 meal!! ,a day. ~~um- lslGoklngfGrward t19 
her visi t in about a month' 8 time. She tbGught it better to 
"a1 t until th~n,., ,,.h1-1e-Arthuris-.en 00 Ii day. , 80 that he can 
fel~ me Gut wltn the m.seares, as Mum il a good. help to me 

n hat di re ct1on._W1Lwill l~t-you- know mgre abeut that 

1 
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a.t a later dat_e~_, SQ _I' Ii cltlse no"_with love to yeu both. 
cheerio for new. PHYLLIS. II 

Thi I letter V'V2:l~_.'lfr :<!~~!:l·J~:"1:!_"-:'l:>J':-_:[I_ • .-rJt-nc e;- - r 

"36Cebar Street, Nyngan, 28-7-Ll7~ D~ar FelksiThe address 
is just in ca. an y of -yeu feel J.lk"e oal11B, un ue 
Berne day. We moved in last Friday 1,eek & are very pleased 
t hat we did. The place is--muc-hmGJTe---camf0r'table -than the 
laat. I.t haa 2 bedrooms (both a bit emaIl) a. big lounge 
r6Gm about 23 feet by 13 feet, anlce kitchen & pantry, g-ood 
bathr0sm & $1IDfl'~laundry & nice Wide verandah. on 3 aides. 
The verandab en the western side is cauzed in~ a-dotu w
hich I can bGlt, so I III feel pretty .afe when Bill i8 away. 
I Itt s great for Robert to. living here,-aRene ef the school 
gates happen1l to be jU8t 0ppoei te our f1'0nt gate. Joy spe
nds a large part of the day_aut .on.thevexandah •• 
We have been having SU9h good, sunny daya, but the mornings 
are pretty cCr?ld & frosty. At last_Robe.r_t has a little 
poultr y run of hi 8 .WIl. We only have 6 fowls ( black) bu t 
they are laying pretty we '11_,]_ '::eggE;3 __ ~_J:l_;; .da.ys. We are hOpi
ng tED get some mOl'· •• Bill has Vision. of geing in fer pou-
1 try in a big way, but I 111 be sati~fi~.d if we get 6 mere 
fowla. I suppose by thi a time \fal bas been home. I t I 8 gr
eat him getting such an important job, ien' tit? He shou
ld like W.A. a it's ,a prettygo~p1.ace -(p-ertb) by all ac
count.. Billtm sister Joyce is coming out her~ to settle 
as aeon aa she can get a boat. She intends to Ii ve with 
her sister in Adelaide. She is the yeungest ef the family, 
married last S~pternber. We had a letter a -couple of weeks 
ago. I have Jfist been reading over yO,~r letter, Mum, & I 
can't understand yeu when yo, say t-hat you on1y.get what 
yGU deserve, when you refer to SEl many member. of the family 
liVing SE) far far from yeu •• We dem.'tlive'away tecause we 
want te-- at least I den't, but circumstanceemake us leave 
Newcastle... Where is Jose thinking raf going tQ? I think 
the best thing for yo to deie ,to ,pack up & g@ & vi si t 
"your kids", a. you call them: that w1.11 break the moncteny 
for you You can start on a Yisit out here, first. Our little 
laughing daughter would che er anyone U!;. She is a Ii tt Ie 
llbeaut"-- areal little "fat puddin', as her Dad calls her. 
Rebe!t is very anxieu8 for her to~alk. He is very proud 
of her. Your sheppig problem ne", Mother.I knew that is. 
a problem fer t0U. & I certainly wieh I could do things for 



258. "" " 
as you say~I was thinking ab0u~ it to-day, & it occurred to me 
that ene way out- '-of, thedi fficul t y WGuld be to get Marcus 
Clark' &l t rave ller to call-- Mr. Jenkins frem' Beruda street. 
He will give· you a' ca·taleg t€»chooa your. good's: you can pay 
cash for them (it won't cost you any more thie way) qr pay 
the thingseff ·1/- in the'£ if yeu have 'ilerms 

XXXX terms. Tell 
him yeu can't go t.ole.t t'nings yourself, & ask him to send 
the g04Dds Gut Qn the deli ve ry van. Tell hi m yeu have a bad 1 
leg & can't geti.ntotram.. .:ae is a nice chap & he will 
only be tOG pleased to oblige. Don't \Tai t until Y6; ar~ out 
of thi gil before yC,&u _,rder, but give them plenty of time 

& tl1en they may bring small paicel;", out. Explain. to him about 
the leg & you being.JJ.nablete>, go in', otherwise they may not d- f 
eli ver anything under a certain weight. If yeu oan't get a , 
catalog tber e we w,!l). sen~ ene over iiI1X 111Ii',-&in fact I wi 11! 
send one over with thia& it m'ayhelp you out •• Bill says n(j)t j 
tEl tell the traveller that it is being sent from bere. I ' 
knew yeu wantedtabl'. damask when I was over at home. It is ; 
procurable n~w, plain white. I made 3 new cloths myself recen- ' 
tly. Anyhew, you can try this met'hed & if it doesn't suit 
you need net have any mere Grders. . We were glad to kn0w that 
you are all keeping:well~ We are 0 ' 

K here. Hope IVy's paren ts 
are well agiinI thought-the ,duchess set was very pretty, Mother' 
A lady out here -- at least a friend af her' a out here, met D
aphne in Scott' srceBtly& mentioned the factt& the Ny-
ngan lady (l-lrs. Warner)). I hope Daphne is s ill liking 
her work. W'g.ll, -i.tl.s time, to cl.o.seill>w ,SO_I.I 11 SaY,ch,eric. 
Don't get upset, Mother, at what I said, but I hate te see 
you downhearted', ~: L,lTGuld lik_etQ find some ,way t" chee:r 
yo',..:. up,. I think a trip' would help a' lot. O,lr love to all 
including the Hil:U~1lJ,1~,S .f10:rence. 
P. S.Robert went to hie first circu's on Friday nig'ht & theught 
it was wonderful." 
Thur. Aug. 7, 1947. T ... day I reoeived frGlm Bill puxdy 3 

" Digestlls..,..-2being.~aead,e~!_3.,D1g~~.te& tbtt el~er a Mag
azine Digest fe r Oct. 1944.. The C)tbers are fer June 
& July/ • Yest",rg,!iiY,I rece1ved t~iS letter from F.Duley:) 

IllAra. L. Duley" ~59 prince' eHighway, Dapte. 
Dea: Aunty, uriole & 'F'amily." Ne doubt you wi 11 be surprised 
tQ cet a letter fr~rn.me,. But", " 
answering yeur letter I receivid h~:f rOftCehn tbeugbt of 

Q e riatmas. But I 

I 
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baTe been very 111 fer the last 3 yeare. I·· did net think 
that I could bring .myself to:qo it .. II Better la,te'than never" 
t·bey say,s. here itia. Well,. I 'had better tell y~ 
au I am improving new & putting <?n wei.ght. )1 y heart never 
gi ye s . me much· tr Guble,· i~ my nerve s are~ bet tel'; Af ter nad 
went so suddenly my nerves went t@ pieces .• I have had 2 
holidays in Sydrieyl1espYtal/Tne-'nfs't timethe'yfound I 
had 2 tubes te my left kidneys which wer~ giving ;'[ie all 
the pain, bUt I was toe bad tostratld·aneperatton. 
the seoond trip was last iiilX March I was getting uetter, 
So theught they might de my Ci)per'at1-on~' But still I nave 

& I am getting better with it still in my body. The doctor 
told me 3 years ago I might live 10 years. Buti t seems that 
God haa etner plans fer me. At the present time I feel I will 
have as goed a ohance as anJ')ne else. w'-€ll, ·abi t ef news 
now. };:y eldest daughte 1', Vera, was 21 last month. Je yoe 
was 18 the same month. Jftelville ishi.sec~md year at Hi£'h S 
Scheol. He will be 14 next month •. MelVille says he is going 
te be a draughtsman.. Jehn,oUl'. 6.ye.al' __ oldbay,y,- goe s to sc
heel & is the pet ~f the fami 1y. But the bad heart seems to 
be thrown down:t~ us. . ........... John ,!a~b()!,n._w.i t h a rIl1lrmur in 
his heart, but he is net a'ffected in any way. Be is very big 
& heartWy looking" 8: will be another ·Jimi build. 

Les is very well, stfllworkirig at the' steel works shift work. 
He has a. garden G)f peas as a side . line which we are pi eking 
now. Nell & pearl are both well Pearl iswork,ing, 8.: !iving 
at h0~!le.with Nell. Ji'" 0 his Wife also live witl1 Ne:ll. Jim 
f1as' bought a ne~'r house, but the peopl" cannot get a. ho~se, 80 
Jim has to live with Nell till later. ~ow areou neo-
pIe kee ping? i'{e 1i, I hOpe. A·lsl!) I. hope to hear from y_ 
ou again soon, Uncle •. Give my love to all. I remain your 
lOVing neioe, FIQrrie (Duley) 8: family.1I 

'i'ds letter 1s from Florence:-

BoX 15 ~'yngan, ~Z~ZZl.ZZ 4-8-47. Dear Folks, Thanks for the 
medicine yeu sent aver. :Ve shall wrl te to wal as soon as we 
have his address. Bill has cammenceci taking it, 0: it' .. terr
iblybitterj but if it is a sure cure I am sure he weuld take 
pQi~0n. The a.tomizer keeps ,him pretty well, & if he i8 the 
slightest bit breathless he uses that & so wards off an att-
ack Things are pretty well with us ~t present.We,haven't 
i ot th~I1ff {jroT)erV. settled here yet; there are blinds, curt-
ln8~. 0 r-cove lngs to b~y, but e~en now we are very mu-

ch more c~mfortable t an i b the old place. Even though it 
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Even ~hough it is an old place it is in pretty geod order 

& I would very-much Tike tebuy it, but the owner wam l t 
sell. Wal, it seems, is having a: good time on his way to 
perth, visiting-all the capital cities. I suppose he 1'!f111 
spend some time With Art. We had a letter from Art rece
ntly wi th the PQetry&-the illu8trati~ns._ our poultry _ 
farm (6 chooks) is dQing well.; sometimes 5 eggs a day, 
usua 11-y 4. Ro'be.It_runa from anytbing he happens to be d-
oing w'ben he hears a cackle, & takes great pride in getting 
the eggs each day. _ J¥e. nave ~_ very big yard here wi th a 
spare allotment, &' he gets fresh surprizes every few dRys 
find ingthe eggs in ~ !leVY' place. I have to Vromi se before 
he goes to school t~at I won't collect the eggs . 
. Toy is well & "at &: happy--spends most of her ti me on the 
rug on the back verandah , where -1 tis sunny ne arly all day. 
w- have very hea~y ~r?8ts nearly. every morning~ but the da.ys 
are lovely. E1Yl's you-ngest Slster ( Jeyee ) leaves En-
gland about the end ef this month for Adelaide • She is 
bringing a 11 ttle 'son wi thher , born in June.She says she 
will see Bill when she comes, but I den l t think she reali
ze show -t:ar '.~e-laid-e 1 e from he,r.. ,I thought Bi 11 had s
e nt you the ea tall!)g, Mother, & he -, thought I had, so you 
missed out-.but I-I IT·-send it with this, Be will send the new 
Spring one when it comes.' lId give old Marcus a trial if 
I were you ,then you would get something you want. 
Robert says to send you 10 k:i..sses. He is still a bit of a 
smooger, even .though he is 6. 19ve f~om al!. ~l<?rence." 
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A MA); who wae "beheaued" by folded allli !llaJe LO Sit, Oil llll' l'd~t' 
11 Japan,,,,, Hw('>rdslllan, and uuried of the trench, .A Jap pulled ual',k Ill,V I 

in agTave at Singapore a'!t€r the shirt, 1 felt u dull sensation ill tbfo 
back 0'£ mv neck, then, realised Witll 

execution, hits come to life again, a &hock 1 was still alive," 
He is Pril'ate Colin Brien. of Drum· Brien rolled on his side and PI'," 
moyne, who i~ expected to arrive tended to be dead, '''hen he recOI'en',j 
soon in the DuntroolJ, Briel! carries cllTl8ciouBne5s he fOllnd the 1\"1'''I'e had 
a livid !;,'ar wh iell 1'11116 from on" bern partly filled, Althuugh II'"" i; 
~J,olllder to the ,,!.IlI:r and acr,,'&; his from 10"' of hlood he le,'ercd a\l'a,' 
neck, as proof of <Ill e:q)(>l'j{~nc(~ wbleh tJ\(, t'arth with hiR toes. e~('a})(-!d fl'~J!(1 
mll~t he one (If Ll!c III (1St nlnaziug or hi.,:: g'I'H\"C, aut! stagg-ered iuto ~ing-a· 
the wat', POI'E', "'here e"eutlt"]]Y he gave him' 

Private Bri~n said he was \\"onnut'cI s~lf Up at a police station. 
iu action at ~jllgt1p()l'e. taj,:Pll pri::';(iTlPJ' The doct~r~ rtf Changi camp fOlltlfl 
and all :"Inr~h 1. 1942, \raa led ""I tbat the >word hall penetrated 1'11 .. 

'for execlIlij)ll. A F:w0l'cl was Bblek in bouef!. of Brirn's NpiJ1P. bill. had lIol 
the earth """I' 11 freshly·,luer pit. touched the "pilla] ~')J'd, 

"1 wa~ told T \\-Ht-' ;;Oili:': to Tw'et tTl.\' IJt~ Waf-; only 1H nt t.hf" tilne of 111:-
God," he suid. "1 T'calhwr.l it waH nJIllt1st.' ill<:rrdihk~ advenllll"l:'. I.t i~ 
all 111", .hllt triprl to 1)(~ a~ {':11m a~ 1 on],v il ff~"~ da~I.t; !'-:itlet~ hi~ lliothel' \rotc 
(,,,,dll. f l'1'a,\'(,,1 "cry h"1'd, r '''as blinn· ,.iI'i .. i"lI" ""I ifi.,d t.hal' hr> 1\'"'' ,,,,f .. 
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