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'FREDDY TAKES
A CHANCE

ittt et AP

JFINE PERFORMANCES BY TOWN
L . ARTISTS

e A e

Diespite the inclement weather
‘i on Monday night last, quite a
.| large crowd turned up to the
Nyngan Town Hall to witness the
A threeact play presented by local
artists in afd of the” fundg for
the . War Memorial Swimming
Pool.
This js the first time that local tal-

stage, and the players are worthy
¢t commendation. -
It would be hard to single out any

Gwen Warren played her part easily
and without mishap, while Mr Mun-
% ro, .who, also produced the play, prov-
od nimself versatile and worthy of!
bigger things,

Now - that -entertainment of ‘thie

of the cast for special mention. Miss §/

\nature has been instituted into Nyn.
gan it iz to be hoped that pubiic
!support will keep it functioning.

The players were Mr J. Munro, Mr
Ww. A. Purdy, Miss Eileen Leary, Mr
G. B. Flashman, Mr J. R Brand,

Warren. .
The overture and music throughout
the show was supplied by Mrs W. G..
Cowled (piano), Miss L, O'Colnor
(violin) and Mr C. Coleman (violin).

Miss Julie O'Brien andt Miss Gwen .

Jent has been put to the test on the |/t

LEGAL NOTICES

IN THE SUPREME COURT_ OF NEW.
SQUTH . WALES,—PROBATE - JURISDIC-
TION.—IN THE ESTATE of ROBERT
ROWE COCKING late of Mayfield in the
State of New South Wales Retired Steel-
worker deceased Intestate. APPLICA~
TION will be made aftes fourteen days
from the publication hereof that Letters
of Administration of the Estate of the
abovenamed deceased may. he granted to
JAMES COCKING and ' ROBERT
COCKING the sons and next-of-kin of
the saidl deceased AND that the usual
Administration Bond shall be wholly
dispensed with. All persons having
any claim against the Estate of the
soid deceased are requested to forward
particulars thereof to:--and all notices
may be served at the office of the
undersigned. . R. S, . ADAMS, Proctor
for the Applicant, T. & GC. Building.
Hunter-street, Newcastle. B 22
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¥Y DIARY. N JOSIAH cecxmc.

. Wed, Febpb, 7tu’1945. *Last Tuursday I went to Newoastle
after paying ¥res, Watts 2/- for the:pensioners' associa-
7 tion,® gox ari injection im my right arm from sistezr
g Grenell, “t_ Xodaks I bought:a. film & ‘a packét of paper,
- for 3/10. Mre, Longworth extrgeted a ema?.l fragment of
my tooth. in the left side of-my top Jaw,whieh fragment was
the equse of my gum being swollen for so long, It ie
| right now, Mum weni to the Newgastle hespltal last Wed,
- to gee Violet Sheldon, but found' that she had died at -
about noon on that day. On Friday Hum & I attended a
mourning serviece at the Mayfield Army eitadel,after which
Jose took us in hig ear with Ivy,& Audrey & ‘don Harrigan
to Beresford, where we met Alex, Debinmen, who lives at
Cessnock,He is now an old-age pensiener, Ve aleo met
Frank Gookinx & hig wife Ada, There was .a large nuumber
oople at the funeral,there being 10 moter-ears full,
& t ° mortuary hall was filled ~ Vielet was eremated,
Eva Gibeson-~Violet's sistcr—-»wac very much distreesed,
I forgot to get a certificate frem Dr, Opits en Thur; .
& Friday,so I went down yesterday ,but the docter did net
coensult, I went agsin this ‘atternoon I got a.esrtificate.
Seme oo j€¢ stole eur lettet-bex en Menday night go. I have
made & painted anether ene, & Wwill prebably ptrt it en
the fence te—moTrew, . Mum vigited May te~day.
The alllies have taken the eity of Maniie' frem the Japs,
& Berlin is likely to ke attacked by Ruseians soon,

Bat. Feb. 10, 1945, Last Thursday I get an injectien

in my 1ez:t arm frem a strange sister,as sister Grenells

mother was te be eremated that day, I bought axpaskexx

sfxilfxpagarit & 116 £1lm st Xe€aks fer 2/1/.

Mre, bongmrth ut my tep toeth in,but they do net it

gl‘.p&!‘ly yet, 8 ie is goinz away fer ten days holiday.
utema.y we. raeivo& the ﬁllowing trum lorencej-— ,

"Nyngen T-2-45. Déur Methoer & Dad, -

I san't find yeur last letier, seo I hepe that I wen't
emit (te Engwer any guestivhs \1“ may have ssked in it.
anyhew, I do remember thist everyene wis o k, 1ingluding
Jese, Ivy, & the nippera - glak e hu; g;: ?::{m
hed a geed heliday, Ve are all well. ¢

Better than he was, althmgh he ‘is (e'tﬁﬁt »;”‘”i”_ s
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stye & is fairly eranky,with it. The traveller has
left Dubbe,t Bill is willidg te ge there if he has t
the ohnnce, but that remaine te be seen, He left at
Christmas time, & we only heard te-day,se I suppese
that another man-has alreasdy taken the -jeb,
Serry te knew that aunty Vielet deesn't impreve : it'e
good te think that they pxt her inte hespital, - Mr,
mith is still in hespital & expeets te be for anether
week or twe; & se their transfer has te be pestpened,
Fe had netiee: eriginall'y te start ever there en the
12th of Feb, It is prebable that Valerie will be z¥
trangferred ghertly to parkeg-~ he hows tewn— but she
hasn't had any definite werd yet,- If ghe geoes I will
tTy te de .witheut a earder, but if it gets tee lonely
I wen't find it hard te get anether, We have besone
very usee o Valerie new & like her mueh better than .
we di€, Her mether sent her a large ease of grapes
to~day, ¢ she has been distributing them all over the
town, We- har another green groeer eall now -- that
makes 3. 80 we are well off in that direstion., {( Iwo-
nder of you are ligtening to this desite to-night on
the housing shortage 7 ,it's quite 1nterest1ng, but I
find it hard to oonoentxate.
‘We haven't heard from Pip (Walter) : Is he still in
Brisbane 7, Verla eame gome on Mon&ay, 80 Robert is
very pleased & will be his old happy self again when

his eye is better, I suppose the kids there lookx well

after their holidays. I am gending this little slip

out of the paper —- thought :it may be Ivy's neighbour,

There isn't any news, 8o I'll clogse now hoping that
you all keep well & happy. Love from us all .-
Florence,*®

( The "glip" contained the photo of private J,lockett
& miss E,Robson, & is as follows:-

# ,..myself, but ochurch in the present form is not very,
interesting, & needs something to brighten it up,
private J, Lockett,Newcastle; I'm greatly in favour

of beer in churches, 4ny parson Who Oan get beer these
days will fill his church, As. long as there's no. oover
charge, everybody would be agreeale to have a zgnupots
in the church grounds."Religion needs some reviving.. -
elixer % the man who thought of liduor has kit the -

idea,®
Mi:s Elaine Robson, law olerk, Lakemba-: I don't 11ke
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the idea of bars in churches.. It would only be men
who would go to church if they had drink avatlable,
They wouldn't bother about the service,but would
spend 3% all thelr time in the bar. If they start dr-
inking in churches it will mean the end of religion
&g we know it, They may as well revise all the Rymns
& sing them is swing while they's at it." .

We also received this from'Phyllig & #rthur;-

1137 Livingstone Road, Marrickville, 6-2-45.

Dear Mum & Dad, Thanks very much for your letter re-
ceived & couple of mornings ago, We are glad that the
parcel of clothing arrived safely & that the material
needs of various members of the family were satisfied,
Dorecen, we are pleased to say, is slowly but surely
recovering from her attack of whooping cough, Unfor-
tunately, I have caught it from her, & although I have
only a nild attack of it, the cough is very troubles-
ome, & keeps me awake during the night. I don't think
Arthur gets very much rest either, becanse as soon as
Doreen manages to get some sleep —- off I start witih
my cough, We have both had medicine from the doctor,
which is very good & outs the phlegm, Doreen is algo
receiving the whooRing cough injections & has had 3
up to date, She will be given the last one on Friday,
& according to the doctor the attack will graduelly
abate, & in about a week's time there will be little
or no sign of it at all,. - You will be interested to
to know that we have sold our car. For guite & while
now we have considered the idea of selling i%; & on
Saturday morning Arthur read an advi, in the paper,
which stated that & certain NEX Mr, Wells of Matrav-
1l1le wished to purchase our particular type of car --
so he answered the advertisement, To-day a young air-
force lad & bis wife called to inspect the car, & be-
ing satisfied with same, paid usthe pegged price for
it (£ 161 ) in cash, We are thinking of waiting un-
t1l the war is over before buying another car, & then
we won't have to contend with peirol rationing prio-

Tities etcdayhow, I for one . 4 to owmn
: 8 ho-
use before a EE¥ anoiher car.“oaé%h%iks friend Cherlie

v
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Boland is the proud father of another daughter. His ¢
eldest ohild is six weeks younger - than Doreen . ( No
wonder he failed in his university exanm,)
You can tell Ivy that Doreen thinks more of the doll
she made her for Ohristmas than any of her toys.. BShe
kisses & cuddles it & carries it around with her all
day.. The bonnet has been mislaid,so the poor old d- |
olly is looking very bald at present, I haven't J
very much room left., I mustn!'t forget to tell you ¢
that Doreen is walking. She started teking a few steps ’
on her own about a week ago, but now is quite steady '
on her feet,, In fact she is & 1little bit like kher
cousin Robert (purdy) inasmch as she Tuns aaway from
me whes I try to dress her, If ghe didn't have the
whooping cough I'd dong her; but I try to prevent her
crying as muich as possible, &g it st &rts her coughing
&g soon ag ghe does, This ie all for now,folke,, 4
Cheerio for the.present ,, Love from Arthur,phyllis |
& Doreen,®

~

Sat.Feb, 17,1945. Last thursday I got an injection f- |
rom sister Grenell.She locked very sad through losing !
her motker. I could not buy & film nor papere &t Kod-
aks,but I exchanged the large Bible tkat I bought at 1
Fairlees' shop for Mum for 23/3, & got & muck smaller f,
one for 15/-. To make u{' the difference in cost I to-
ok a copytof "proepecsing For Gold", .83 pages by Ion
L. Idriess, price 5/-; & "Onward Australia®, 270 p. bg
the same author; also "A Woodwork Benoh Notebook",3
. by F.8, Haywood, 1/9, That amounted to 10/9,s0 I
gad to pay 3/- moTe., As lMrs, hongwortk is on holiday
I d1d not go to her place, In tke evening I too ny
lagt new coat t0o tailor Ted Liebman to have it made
smaller, I got & certificate from doctor Opits,
Our pensions cheques did not arrive last Thursdat,x 4
have not come yet, Early in this week Mum put a Viso-
paste bandage on my rigkt skin,which ie so®e agsin.
The left skin is about Zight again now. I have been
repairing Jose's Wimskurst electric machine all the

week & have not finisked yet,

A% Bunter's I bought & pamphlet on ¥How To Operate
the "Calv glide,Rulesfor Jose,for 1/6,
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Thur, Feb, 22, 1945,Thia morning I went to Newcagtle
this morning & got an injection from siatér Grenell,
I ocould not get any paper nor film at Xodaks again, -
At Mayfield I caskhed the 6/- postal note that Mr,
Finnemore sent to me; algo the £ 5 money order that
Wal sent to Mum yesterday. -

Yesterday we Teceived the following letterd £romWEIX
X Florence;- ‘ . ’

"Box 15 Nyngan 19-2-45. Dear Folks, It was good
to have your letter & to know that everyone there was

" 0k, but we were soIfy to hear about Phyllis & DoTeen,

Of course we hope they are on the mend again by now,
I suppose that you are glad the summer is about over,
Hother; it's not too baed here now the worst of the h--
eat is over; to-night is lovely & cool."

"e had a thunderstorm on Saturday night —~ 1t's guoh
a rare thing to have rain out here, but from March we
get more rain, - Our.neighbours. have gone, Mr, Smith
came¢ out of hospital on ‘riday, & they left on SBunday
in Mr, Brand's ( minister) csr, They will be 1fving
in Hamilton, We both feel a bit envious of them, but
we know that it's an impossibility for us to leave
out here. The job in Dubbo is taken; th e boss said
the present man spplied for the job years ago; so it
geems you have to speak early for it, S
Anylow, the man may not last tern yesars as the previo-
us one did, In the meantime we will bé happy enough
here; 1t's much better now that we have made friends
here. Bi-l];con’qinufes to keep in perfect health; Rob-
ert has put ‘on weight & is looking bettdr, At pres~
ent his eyes are all right, but he was having stys
all the time, so we are giving him tablets (4 a day)
& rubbing the eyelids with ointméit, _ are hoping th4t
thie treatment will fix him up, I am as well as ever,
so there are no .complaints this time,

Glad to know that Dad Las hig teeth; I hope-they are
satisfactory by this timé The dentist here Has been
away, -but I heard he is.back, so mist ¢o & ge€ if he
will meke mine now. -. BEl1l wasg away last week when
your letter came, but he will .go & see Mr, Reeg dur-
ing the week about the books, We haven't ocollected
the others yet. - well,Dad, with aletter box like

B
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that size you need only to collect your mail once a

week. Well, aes Art says,"No news is good news*, so .

I'11 close now. Love from us all, Florence,*

Yesterday I received the following from Mr Finnemore);-

"Bogan 8t. Nyngan,18 Feb, Dear Mr, Cocking, Many
thanks for films recently sent; please find payment
herewith, (6/=), I am enclosing a snap I took of the
Bourke train coming in , It's a mized train west of
Nyngan, hence the goods trucks in front of the pass-
enger coaches, I toock it ageinst the sun, In spite of
shegoding the lens, the sun gomehow tricked me, W 111
take 1t again at first opportunity, Boping you will
bear with me the‘delay.‘:,ti am lesding & very full
life at gresent, working all day & doing photos at
night-- done over 500 prints last week, & nearly as
many thies week., T cing you again for your trouble,
Yours sincerely J, Finnemore,* . ,

The following letter came from Walteri-

" 159 Gregory Terrace,Brigbane 17-2-45. .

Dear Folks, It seems a fair while since I have written
home, so I am 1nom§in§_ this job with a few others
ghat have been waiting for a Saturday afternoon,

ince last writing I hal an excellent week-end down
at Burleigh Heads on the vergary Day holiday &
have also been pretty active otherwige. I had the bad
luck to striin my back a little bit at tennis lasgt
Saturday ,& it has been fairly painful, but it is now
almogt completely well, I am avoiding tennis & golf
this week-end jJust to make sure of it, ., Fred is to
call to see me this afternoon., I am enclosing a snep
whiocb was taken of bim in his working clothes outside
tbe carpenterts shop at Redbank. . A

Mrg. Yones ig due back from Sydney next Tuesday, but
in the time of her absence I have been well looked
after as regardes breakfast & "the cleaning of my Toom
by a sister of Mré, Snes' nurse, who ig down on a hio=
liday from Bundaberg, To-dey I bought her a box of £
flowers for her trouble, gome British navy work has

YR
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now appeared in the office,k we have been kept very
busy as usual, However, due to the improved war si-
tuation, there is talk of a reduction in staff, go 1
hope they piok on me to be trsnsferred back South, sl
Shough I'm afraid they won'4; The weather here has
been very hot & humid for the last week, & everybody
is in a lather of persperation; otherwise things are
fine, & I hope the same goes for all of you. Youre Wal."

" The following letier was sent By Fred to Joge & IVvy:-

"¥ X 193961, Pte. ¥. Cooking 2/4 A/G,H: Mustralie,

9 Feb, 1945  Dear Joe,Ive, & Kids, .

I'11l not be satisfied until I get the fReviewd with
your nams & me&ybe photo in 1t for your exam. That
gort of pass did you get ? & have you finished now,
or have you another year to go ? I thought the Curly
had her big one last year, btut apparently it's not
until next year, What slort of pass did Art get ¢
¥Wel told me he got, s0 he thought, a distinction, but
didn't seem to know much about it. He,too, should f
f£inigh next year., & then I'11 only have the kids to
skite about Mum told me that Dad only had a stye,
but it seeme that it must have been something worse
on apcount of 1t going blaok. Was it his good er bed
eye 1 suppose that the typewriter & mioroscope
have, been oigleoting dugt in thd past few weeks,
Anyhew, 1 hope by now that it's gust a memory & that
he & everyone else is o k agalni

1 was soXry that I never called on Wal the Saturday

morning after he arrived, especially when I knew gbout
Lhe nectavines, However, I had tea & 2 yarn with
him last Saturday, & expect ;te again to-morrow,
What sort of time did you have at Dalsy's ? You
seem to 11¥e the place. Is Keith a better swimmer th-
an you yet ? & if so, do you think that I sgheuld
give him a lesson or two in bragging; although I wou-
ldn't be surprised if he could teach me a thing or 2v
How 1s X8 1Ive ?; I haven't heard mucl about her lat-
ely. I haven't written to you since y..ve.\been_ baok,
msinly because of nething happening that's intereast~

ing, & Mum says only that®the HLLl orowd are doing
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all right*., It's taken me.-,a ‘lot of thought to decide

w ether to let them know about my new number -
don't like not letting them Xnow everything %h::thfzp-
peus, & telling then the truth always, When you take
this down to them I know that you'll ex;lain to Mum
my reasqns,_& also tell <tnem that I'm not a bitv gorry
gg:ﬁo:h&;ﬁngh o:elr. A}gohthat I think that 1% is the
' ; at I ocou ave done fronm :
germnal poiat of view. ' W entively
um sesms to have the urge to send me somethin a ‘
If there was anything that I wanted 1'd let heg knztﬁn'
because I kknow that she'd get some satisfaction

~

from being able to send it to me. Any time do w
something 1'11 let her know, but I hgvz everyihing Iant
need, thanks, The ﬁioture show is Just over, go r'11
£0 & have supper with the Chgps who have been, If I
don't go now I'11 get noge . 8o long, Freq/«

To~day,Feb.22, I bought 2 pounds of sal-ammoniac to
put my old battery in woxking order again.

Mon, Mar, 5, 1945 Last Thursday I get an injectien from
a strange sister, as sister Grenell is having a month's
holiday. I bought a film at Kodaks. I went down te ,
get a certificate from dootor Opitz, but he was absent,
In the morning I paid the Pensdoners' ocontributien,
Lagt Friday I got a certificate frem Opitz, & 2 pounds
of sal ammoniac from Vio, Stevenson for 1/10 per pound,
My battery is in working erder again & the broeken wires
are repaired, To-day I have been making a new letier
box out of an old olldrum, Joege returned frem the
Mater hospital yesterday after being there a few days
& having his entrums oleared, He will not be fit for
work for a week or moere, My right eye has hal anether
sty,but it is in the right hand corner. It is now get-
ting well agains, I have used argerol as a remedy,

Boke days ago we received the follewing frem Arthur;-

"137 Livingstone R/, Marrickville,Thursday, Dear Folks,
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Notwithstanding the fact that I ATAXXEXMERRX told you
gome time age that I didn't need coupons, I now find mysels
in need of some. I have found that 3 pairs of pants have
worn through; net with standing, & my standing in the coemr
mnity will be much lewer if I den't get at least one
other ;air, How about it ? I den't want to leave
ene of you shert, but I weuld sppreciate the lean of
someone’s clothing cARIKRIAEX card with enough ceupens
for a pair of astrides, If you FXUId BEAREBXITXHITHBEL
iﬂmgﬁlﬁﬂ&ﬁﬂﬁﬁmiitﬁﬁ;ﬂ!i&m can't manage it
without saorifioing your ewn requirements, don' let

this reguest werry you, I have another suit in re-
asenable cenditien (except for the pants) which I'll
send home one of these days, Doreen is new qulte well
& has reégained 'her fermer happy dispesitien.,
Phyll still has a ceugh, but is etherwise o k,

Dad is stiff as regards the sarsparilla, I had some,

as you knew, but phyll threw it eut Last time I

was at Carsa' Puark we couldn't esee any, elther, It's a bit
awkward to get there new that we have ne car, but I'1ll
try to get there in abeut 3 weeks time, I'll see what
I can do there then. One of the teachers at scheel
has a piece of land at Miranda{alittle place abeut 15
miles from Sydney, ) for sale pretty cheaply. Ye
?:¥tl;gy it so that we can build when restrictions are
Charlie Boland's wife is having a time, The little
nipper gets very very severe attacks of the wind,
whige the elier one has teething treubles., Prhylliis'
Pommay cousin is here with the Britlsh fleet. He comes
to our place nearly every secend night,, If, then,

yoeu hear me with a Cernish accent when next I ge

home, den't be surprised, Phyllis sende her leve,
& so do I, Arthur,” ~ '

We alpo Teceived the fellowin letter frem Fred:-

"N X 193961, pte, Cecking.2/4 A.G.H. Australia,
Tues, 27th Feb, 1945, I eincerely hepe that my letter
to Jee  didn't distress yeu er Dad te0 much, but I sti-

11 think ¢ crom a‘&bom!onsenue oint of view I did
the r%.g%t %ﬂng. If 1t wasn't -‘“% 4he cenger I think

thet I osuld preve to you that what I did was for:bthee
beat,I debated & long time with myself, & talkod 1

XY
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over with Wal too before I wrote & told yeu , but what

finally decided me teo let you know was was the fact
that I wanted you to be able teo knew that what I write
3 whether geod or bad, you can rely on me te tell yeu
fair dinkum¥, ' .
I had & very interesting letter from Ive through the w
week ,4 I only wish I ceuld de half as well, At last I
can tell you that I an being well fed , & that there's
nething wreng with me, I ,den't knew whether Wal teld
you that he hal strained his siide, or net; it was neth-
ing much; he never missed any woerk, but it was sufficient
te step him frem playing tennis,” However, last Satur-
day he was quite o k when I saw him, & he was running
areund the ceurt like a 2 year old, , : .
Ivy wrote about sems iar. Wal owd bieught e sce theis
Paudwe, 80 1 supgose that he had her home tes: you never
gaid anything about her, & although he reald Ive'as letter
he never said anything about her either, Why all the
secrecy ? "I{m 8till swaiting en details ef Art's
exam, & g copy of the "Review® about Jes. ,
Yes, we had a pretty creok sort of a storm-- 7 in fact--
with trees & tents being blewn dewn, but there was ne
report of it in the lecal rag, se I supp®se the details
are forbidden, . There is very little news here at the
best of times, & new that we have se many prehlbit-ed
topice it is beceming increasingly hard te write,
If Ive hadn't teld me abeut Mar) & the Yank I would have
knewn nething, fer Wal never tells me muCh, .
I wassorry to hear abeut sunt Vielet, but semehew,ne
matter what happened, or happens to Geerge, I can't
help but feel - that he's earned everything with interest,
He'g gtill getting bepefits frem i1t, & if he's ever
wanted te he'll de the same thing again,
The weather here is extra het & humid, with a sterm
every night er 2; but, as yeu knew, I'm in & geed bu-
1lding with ne tTees near enough te fall dewn threugh
the roef,as they did te 3 er 4 ether buildings, .
This seems about all fer néw. I hepe that Dad's teeth
satisfy him, & that he deesn't have them in his pecket
%ore than Lg'his mout; &vqhht thﬁ oreok geat&g;ty%g're
having wlep§ making yeur leg §9RS I +8"SRNC

Fred,®

YT FN
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Tuesday Har. 6, 1945. We have received thig from Fle.: -

"Bex 15 Nyngan, 28-2-1945.  Dear Mother & Dad,

I received yeur letter te-night telling menef Jeose being
il1l, & Valerie went straight back to the pest office &
booked a call fer 8 p.ms . After waiting for the call
fer about an hour I came frem the phene box very dis-
appeinted at not being able te hear Dad speaking, & I
den't think he ceuld hear me very well, but I hope

that I hezrd well enough te understand that Jese is en
the mend, Mother's letter ig written en the 26th, se

- I- thought that in these 2 days there would be seone

change, I sincerely hope, for She better, but write
often while he is there, will you ? & let me knew how
thinge are. I%' pretty horrible being sc far away when
anyene is 111; & especially your little par, Mether,
avout pecple being glad when you take yeur last ride,
It deesn't help te cheer ene up: surely you den't beli-
eve 1%,

Regarding Deel; well, that is a 'bit of a blew to you,
but you will get mere accustemed to the idea as time g
goes on, & he will have very little chance of ever be-
ing in the frent line. Anyhow, the war may be over be-
fore he ig ever sent away again., We had a letter from
FPip, & he said that Yecl would be there fer menths
(Briebane ) so try not. te worTry about it because all
the worry in the world will net unde it, & you will
enly make yourse,f ill. I heard Dad say en the phone
that Ethel was gick; that was the enly thing I heared
clearly. Doen't forget te tell me all about it when you
write. I hope that she is well again by the time you
receive this, We are all well;s0 yeu haven't any wor-
ry on that score, Robert is leoﬁing good; no mere stys
I'11l give you the name of the tabletes he ie taking at
the end of the letter; they seem te be deing their jeob.
He went to Verla's birthday party te-day & had a goed
time, Mre, Young & Beverly were up for tea & went do~
wn to the phone with me. Mr, & X¥rs. Rees WEKZ & fam-
ily went down on Tuesday's train for 3 weeke holiday,

¢ are calling ever te see you. Mr. Rees Teturned the b~
books, Dad. I will gend that particuler ene en te you,
Did yeu say that we could keep the ethers——- if you
did I must say & big thank you,because they are levely

books;but if yeu didn't say it I'1ll send them on te yeu.
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I don't expect te have Valerie here much lenger; she
has joined the WRANS , that is the navy, & hopes teo be
& clerk in that branch, & if she is rggected there she
going te apply for nursing at prince " 1fred hospital.
“he had a letter from her bess who is-en holidays in
yiney, & he wants ber te try te withdraw her applicat-
fon, %+ he will try ye have her transferred ; se just
which ene of the will be her fate I don'i know, but
she ig tired of Nyngan & would de almest anything to get
away. “he may be here seme weeks yet,but it wen't be too
long, I think, she is making s¢ many moves to get out.
It is good to know that Phyllis & orees are almost well
again, I had a letter from Olivo’during the week, Che
is en helidays at Katoombs, She sald she was talking te
Art recently. It's not hot here, Mother, Yeu should
try Nyngen; the weather is great just now. We had sone
goed rain en Monday. e R
Well, wmy paper has run eut,ec I'll say gooed night &
cheer up.Love, Florence.' The name of the tablietd isg

WPinoxid, ®

Yum has received this letter frem Mrs, Merrig:-—

"140 William St., Eerlweod, mMarch lst, 1945,

Dear Mary, Well, Mary, here I am trying te write you
a few lines. I do hepe that Mr. Cocking is quite well
again.How did he get on with hie teeth ¥ I trust you
are well, alse all the family, I muet ask hew did
Flerrie,her hugband, * little boy get en; are they
better 7 How is your seldier bey; is he still im
Brisbane ? Our lad is away up Nerth, The war doesg
seem better, don't yeu think ? It will be grand when
it is all over & we have won, Well, Mary, it ie very
hard feor me to write these few lines to you. You weuld
.get a surprise when you got werd ef my sad loss. Ne
one knows what it is enly these whe have been threugh
the same irocuble, Poeor Pa passed away VEXy eagy. He
wag only siock fer-a couple of weeks, Maggie had him out
of bed each day +to wash & change him & freshem up the
bed so ag he could rest cemfertably, She ever had him
out of bed a few heure befere he paesed away.He went
eff smiling & never moved. He gaid he wag tired & we-

nted a long rest;so God teok him home te Tegt; & I must
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pTepare to follew him. He has juet gone a short time
befoere me, & I will be waiting to follow on,

I am glad to tell yeu Maggie does seem a little better,
& we hepe she continues to impreve, for ghe has not
been well fer a leng time,, .

Bill is well,se glad te say, & of course you will knew
how I feel, Magglie & Bill have meved me over teo their
pleces, The cottage where I lived belonged te them. It
ie seld now,It was a levely little place all en ene
fleer, but Maggie said I could not step by myself, esp-
ecially with my bad leg, She ie & wonderful daughter

te me, helps me all she can, Bill is alge a goed chap

4 weuld net neglect me, o ' '

Se now, Mary,with leve from Maggie & myself,kind regar-
ds frem Bill,I will clege.Frem your eld friend

E. Morrig,® ' -

This afternoon we received the following from Wali-

*159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, 2-3-45. ‘
Dear Folks,News of Joe's siokness 1s rather disturbing,
& 4 hoe by now his condition has shown a marked imp-
rovement. His entry to hogpital for proper trestment

is reassuring, but + would urge that he get speclal~-
ist attention, as it appears that the troubie in dias-
gnosing the trouble,& time is valuable,
The photo of Fred need not be returned -- he simply
askeg‘me to send i1t on to you, I expect him to see
me again to-morrow, & he may play tennis with us in

the afternoon, He ocame up to the game last Saturday,
& I invoited him to play. ’ :
I was glad to get your news of Art, phyllis & Doreen, -
also Flo, Bill, & young robert, News that Doreen, Robert
X8222Z are doing well,also that Dad is getting on well
with his new teeth, were very welcome, '
I have a new typewriter ripoon for Dad,whion I hope
will be the right si_e, & whiocn I will send down wnen
1 get a chance, I am also réturning home my birth ce~
rtificate, whicn has served i1ts purpOse 1in commection
with the Superannuation Fund, & can now be put away

in safe keeping again,Thank §Pu; .
Since my last %et er Jack Gilee

hag again been in Bris-
bene & bpent some time with me. o g

also had a letter

ey
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frpm Esme Sattler who asked to kindiy be remembered to_
I took Reg, David to golf 1last week-end & taught him
all I knew about the game. I had dinner at their place
on “unday evening, & Mre, David told me of her visit t
to Bob's ' last year,etc, She ls a very friendly &
hospitable person, very much like Mes, Bobs, We were
going on a fishing trip down the Bay this week—-end,
but the boat on which we were going has been cammande-
ered for a month by the 0.8.I.R, for a survey of sea
weed, Thats about all the news for now,,
Thanks for the birthday present,It Just happemned to

arrive when I was a bit short of ready cash to pay
for s broken axle in .the car, Cheerio, Wal,®"

S8un, Mar,11, 1945, I got my usual injection lagt Thur,
I could not get any film or pasper at kodaks,- «
We have rececved this letter from Art & Phyllig:-

137 Livingstone Rd.,Marrickville, Tuegday (bth)
Dear Folks, Thanke for the coupons, Mum; I uged 22
‘of them to tuy a pair of pants & a shirt. I can do
without a sports coat until after Jume, so I didn't

. 8et’a coat arfter all, We didn't. buy that block of la-
nd a t Sylvania because it was too bushy,but we hope
to purchase a blook at Hurstville to-morrow, I'1ll tell
you about. it 1if & when we really do get it, After
about 3 weeks we'll no longer be living here. We have

he chance of a house, then, for a period of at least

b6 monthe-- may be till the end of. the war, so we are
taking it, More of that, too, when we have actually
moved, I'm sendong 2 old suits to-morrow night to
Waratah, as.- before, We both hop that Joe proves to be
0 k . No doubt his condition is due to being over
health-conscious 7 * over interegted in quaocks.

Now that the doctors have their hands on him they(1l
probably fix him up pretty well, The hour is pieivy .
late, so I'1l close now, but you casn expect quite a.
long letter (whioh I'11l get Phyllis to write) in the
very near future. ' .
P.8. Thanke very much, Mum, for the promise of a tea-

~ Ccosy. I'1ll accept with pleasure, the one you have mede
, as even though you tplnk it paltry compared W1t%h1?'
ure,I'm sure it will be muck nicer than the one

Ybet
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i one I have at present. The next time you write to us

' you iwill be addres8ing 2 property owners. We have pur-
chased & block of land at Hurstville on a delightful g~
pot, in an elevated position --countrified yet handy
to nus or train. We will draw a detailed map later on
& gend to you As regards to the house we are moving indg,
there are 3 bedroome, & the rent is only 25/~ per week.

; You will both be able to come & stay with us for a long
holiday. More about that in next letter too, I anm

.+ anxious to return your ration book as soon as possible

' Love from us all, Phyllis,"

Fri, Mar, 23, 1945. Since my last entry I have been

maging a Danlell cell of coper wire, so I have neglected

my diary, Yesterday I went to Newcasgtle & got an injec-
i tion in my Téft arm,as it is the back week., Sister Gr-
o encgll was not back from her holidaying. I could not buy

any paper nor film at Kodaksg, but I bought 1b yards of
: copper wire & a packet of Pincusion flower seeds at
woolworth's , & gome poppy, plants at anotner piace
loud gum, Yosioiday weei 1 Oad Qg 1AjJoowlon 1n My rignv
arm, L couid not see the dootoxr at Mayfield in the
evening,nor on Friday, & I forgot to go down for a
oserti.icate on mon, tues, & wednesday, I went last
evening, but the consulting room door was shut 7 a
notice on 1t said that doctor Opitz would not be there.
I got a certificate thid evening. -
Jose is still off work, but expects to start again next
mo nday. He lent me a book entitled "The Surgeon's Log;
Impregsions Of the Far East," 302 pages by J.' John- ’
ston “braham, wit 8 illustrations, 1914, Thave redd
243 pages. It belongs to Mr. Sweet,a neighbor £E

1]

Jose'!s,’ We have received the following letter
Gladys, Walt, & Florence. This undatod,g is fro eGla.d. )-

7 Firgt Avenue, Warrawong, Saturdiay. Dear Mum, Your
- letter to hand, for whioch I thank you. We are pleased
to hear that you & Dad are well, We are all well here
also, I hope that Jose is his old self again by the
time you receive this letter. It's not much good being
slck, Remember me to Ethel when you see her, & tell her

Shatql (BoRg o §8,q00n well gzaing T 5L8+DIPULRE as
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for her exam she pagsed last year., She got a credit pass,
She's doing real well at school. I've put in & slip of
paper: I thought that Dad might like to see 1t. I don't
know if the Cookings mentioned in the slip are relations
or not There's no news here to tell you &bout, so I'1ll
say good bye _ 7 best of luok to you all, Fromus all
here, Glad.® ©P.8. Haven't seen the Dapto crowd, so
don'tknow how they are,. " '

The second letjer came from Walter:-

"159 Gregory Terracey :Brigbane,9-3-45,. Dear Foiks,
Must apolog.ec fad wo--deng in writing, but:there-
has been practically fothing to write about, & I felt

at ease after hearing the good news of Joe's improvement,
I would also be pleased to hear of Ethel's impTovement,
News of Eleie Whitten's death is very unfortunate.; &

I am afraid, too, that it was Netta's son who has died.
He was a nice little kid, but I have heard it suggested
that Netta & Oharlie were rather inclined to neglect

him in favor of the business,although that seemg hard

to believe, Your mention of Dad'sg eye getting better
makes me curious as to what was wrong with it, I hope

he hasn't been neglecting it again. His health should
improve now if he is able to get along well with his
new teeth, Fred was with me sagaln lagt Saturday & is
looking very fit. We had dinner together, & I was
very much interested to read a letter from Daphne,whioh
was well constructed & made very pleasant reading.

Good work,%Qurly* §' Jack Giles has just arrived back
from Tewngviite,snis time on hig way South to plck uwp =
another ship., He is spending the night here with me,
& will leave in the morming. The weather here has
cooled off a 1ittle & is now quite pleasant after having
been very trying for some weeks, Queensland's climate
is pretty good, taken all round,

Reg, David is wanting me to go to Bundaberg with him at
Taster, but it is a long way for 4 days, & I am inclin-
ed to stick to my original intention of going to Burle-
igh Heads, to which place I may be able to take the car

(about 60 miles ). I sent Dad a tgpewriter Tibbon,
which I hope arrived safely, & whioh I hbpe fits. -

Cheerio, Wal,®

2oy
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This one 1s from Fiorence;- '

fuox 1% Nyngan Y-r=2a4, Dear Musansr & Deqa,

we were glad to have your letter, 8lso one from IVy on
the same day,telling us that Jose was at home & very m-
uch improved, We hope by this time he is quite well
again,” If you have lost the name of the tablets that
Robert has been taking, here it is again-- Tinoxigd--

the directions are on the bottle, I think Dad should
take them too, Besides taking the tablets, I Iub Golden
Eye Ointment on the 1lids at night, & his eyes improved

~

~almost as soon as I started the treatment, He is looking

very well now, & 1s getting quite fat, If we don't wa-
tch him he would eat all the tablets at once.. The
other day he asked me what they were %ade of, I told him
I didn ¢ know, He said,"Ilub em Mum; + know they made
of water,orang juice,(orange) & jinned (skinned )pu-

py dogs." So if that iemn't a good combination I'll eat
my hat, He says the Queerest things. 4nynow, on Rob-
ert! s recommendation I think that Dal should $ry them

& try to guess the ingredients, but I don't think he
will arrive at the same conclusion as Robert, His

two main thoughts seem. to be what Santa Claus will bring
him next time,& when will he go to see Gumma & Dadl again,
We had a very nice letter from Nrh, Smith (who lived
next door) to-day, & he tells us they have arrived

in Newc astle,although it seems as though it will be s
gsome time before he ig quite right agaian, He is
living with his parentsin Bolton street for the present.
Valerie has been rejected for the navy, & is goling to
go to the Prince Alfred hospital to train,if she can,
but so far has not been accepted, so it is likely she
will be here for a few months; but of course nothing is
definite,, As far ag wanting to leave Ny:ungan is conc-
erned, Mother, Just now it is a good place to be in,

& hag been for weeks, The weather 1s perfect: it would
Just. sult you. The train service to Bourke is altered
a%ain, & Bill has to go to-morrow (Saturday) instead

of Monday, & will return on the following Friday,

He is very disappointed to think he has to spend the
week end in BouTke, & of course I am too, but then he
will be home one day earlier, .

We are making a garden again now that the hot weather

has gone, When we came home from Newoastlc our garden

Jboy
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was ruined; so we haven't bothered about it until now..
Well, 1t's close down time, I must answer IVvy's letter
to—night. Yheerio. Love from us all., Florence,"

Sin. Ap.l, 19/45.8ister Eone,who 18 in sister Grenell!'y
place while ghe is on holidaye,gave some patients an
injection last Thursday,but as sister Bone had to attend
an urgent oase & nurge gave me my injection. MrE“vane
from Speers Point wae present after being off ill for
atout & month., I could not get anybpaper or film from Ko
Kodaks, I bought 2 pa&ockets of onion eeeds at Wool-

worths, I went to Mres, Longworth & she took another
wax impression of my lower teeth., I did not pay Vrs,
Watts as pensioners were paid on the wednesday as
lagt Fridey was Good Friday, Jose Ivy,& the youngs-—
sters have gone by car to Nabiac to stay with Daisey .
& Frank Perry. .Jose had his antrums cleared again
before he left here, The w&r news indicates that
Germany is about beaten,& Japan is being bombed

by the Yanks & the British. Yesterday was a cold,
raigy day,but to-day is sunny. I got a certificate
from doctor Qpitz on tbursday evcning'& posted i%

to Mr., J,E. Jones.

We received the following letter from FloTence :-

"Nyngan 21-3-45. Dear Folks, We were very surpr-
ised to know that Jose was atill off work,& if he !
hag to take any more time off tell him to pep in the '
train & cone to Nyngan, a good old quiet town,no e-
xcitement, no noide,no anything much,but he ocould
have & good quiet rest & a change.

The trains run every day to & fronm Sydney,So there
is no overcrowding now. “nyhow we would be glad to
have him, & the cheange may do him a lot of good,

In fact both he & Ivy could come,but I don'%t think
that Ivy would take the trip,she geeme d pretty d-
efinite about that when I spoke to her about it
once before, Now—-many thanks, Mother, for thet
pTetiy tes-cosy; it's beautiful &1 am very-proud

Of ghtitIp@gn't find any of the faults you mentioned
8o 1t has an A 1 mark, I had forgotten all about J

2610
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it, & Bill was just as anxious as I was tc see the
contente of the box, It was & pleksant sulprise,k came
in very handy for ourfparty?! as Robert celled it, to-day,
He told se ersl of the neighbore that we were having -
a party to-day; & when they asked him if it was hie b-
irthday he said ,"No,it's Daddy's & Mummy' e®. It wasg
our wedding anniversary,as younknow, but of courde he
couldn¥t understand that, I must tell you a little
funny bit about him-- He always listens to the kinder-
garten session at 9-30 a.m.,& he had the song & bit

, mixed this afternoon,He wag lying on the floor singing

"Ohug,chug,chug, I'm a 1little mug", instead of "I'm a
1i ttle tug. It sounded a bit queer to me,geeing that
he ig such a shremdie, .He hes & nice litile boy at
the back to play with now —- Brien Ossler-- ¥rs, Si-
gson'e grendson, You will. remember Mrs, Simpson with
the 0ld felt hat, She 18 a queer old thing,but I think
she is fond of children, Robert spends 2. lot of time
there, It's good news about Art,ien't it ? He must -
be pretty sure of staying in Sydnoy for a few years,
Have they been home since Christmas ?. It would be a
good ides for you & Dad to.go down for & while, It's
time you had & bit of plcasure. you couldn't have
much when:we were younger,
Mre, Young hasn't been well lately.She played tennie
one night 1last week, & the next day she fainted twice,
8o she went & saw the doctor,& he said it ie heart
trouble, The same thing happened a little while ago,
& ehe went to doctor Forbes,: he said the same thing,
80 she has to take thingse quietly Her mother is co-
ming from Inverell to spend a holiday with her; so I
suppose she will be here next week, Mrs, Ybung comes
often~~. was here on Sunday & is coming to-morrow., She
ie very nice,much younger than I am-- only 26, Mrs,
Rees is back but I haven't seen her yet. I wonder why
they didn't call It's my letter—writing night,.
I'11 finieh up.Love to the hill-billies. EHope Joge is
soon o, k.again Don't forget to tell him. Love from all,
Florence,"

We also received thie letter-card from Arthur:;

"196 Illawarra Road,Marrickville, Wednesday (28th),
Dear Folks, Thie is Just to show that we heven't

361y
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forgotten you. As you can &es, we have been in the
throes of moving furniture, Our new joint is a semi-
detached pilace,net as claesy as "Nursies" , but g-
cod enough for us,& a little bit cheaper. One of
uswould have written to younsooner (we moved on M-
onday) but Fred wheaton,who is now in Sydney, took
up much of our time, We are not going home for
Easter,but you,Mum & Dad(& Chip %too if it comes to
that) are invited to our place after Easter., We
have tons of rocm, You ocan come when you like & stay
ag long as you like,Think it over, Arthur.®

~

Wed, Ap.4, '1945. Yesterday I received 2 letters;tae
first ie from Mrs. ¥, Webster,Greenfield Terrace,
Portreath,& is as follows:i-

"15 Greenfield Terrace,portreath,nr Hedruth, Cornwaldi,
Jan, 23, 1945. Dear Mr, Yocking, Many thanks for pa-
per received: 2 more come to-day . We have enjoyed readin
$hem, Hope you got my letter with best wishes for the
Ohrigtmas & New Year , We had a quiet Christmas, & not
%00 bad. with regard to food, We didn't bother about
the eating-- we wanted it peaceful & with this dread-
ful war over as soon as possible, Lots of our young
men from here have lost their lives & left little |
Cchildren fatherless. Our Frank is training now fer
overgeas, He is in _urrey., Poor boy, we don't know
when we will see hilk again.and Fred is laid up; he

has had rheumatic fever; been in bed 10 weeks; but
glal to say he is getting better, They have a lovely
baby boy after 14 years, Frank's little girl Joyce

is not very well, 8he is a lovely ohildy & a big girl
to her age. Hope your littie grandson ia well, We
have lots of ochildren poorly around here. The weather
been very bad this winter, very cold,k lots of frost,w
wind, & snow, & we can't stand up to it,leaving out
the children, We all have been seedy. Hope you & Mrs,
%ocking are keeping fairly well, & &11 your family.

ou must excuse this short letter : I have broken my
glasges,so I'm doing my best without them.We wish we ¢
could see the end of this dreadful war,but we really

think the end is not far off;thank God for that.
It worries every one of us, I'm glad to tell you my
ankle has healed: it male me woITy; 1 was afrald I

x!}fl{
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should not heal it. New]it ‘has gone,% I feel so much b
better in health, Father has been fairly well all the
Winter, Our girls are very well, Myra is near home;
that!'s something; she can get to her work on her bike,
Kathleen is stiilat Falmouth: she is well & happy--
it's home to her, Not heard from my cousin for a leng
while now;hope he is o k., We are grateful for the
Russian help; they are doing grand work: we can't be
grateful enough for their help.
Your verses you sent were fine;we have read them over
many times: they are good. Now Mr, Cocking I must hurry
to ocatch post. We send our kindest regards to you &
¥rs, Cooking. We Tremain your sincere Ifriends H.& E,
Webster, % :

The othe letter is from Mr, Finnemore:-

"Bogan Street, Nyngan,30-3-1945. Dear Mr. Cocking,

I am afraid you must have a very poor opinion of me
for keeping you waiting mo long fer these prints you
asked for;but it's been rather awkward , as I had to
do it during my dinner hour, I had intended waiting un-
til to-day to do it,but was asked to take some snaps
of the new Nyngan ambulance,& of the speakes at the
handing over of it,&had the one negative left over,

I still owe you a little,but will add it on next time.
I have just managed to get hold of a : 3 plate Graf-
lex camera in good condition,.S0 can I impose on your
time again when you go to Newcastle ,& get you to try
to obtain for me the following films: No,8 8§ 151 at
3/- (1t's & roll film); 1 dozen cut films % plate,
super X X or HypeIpan,

I would be very grateful if you could obtaln either o
of the avove,er both of them, You can get several lots
if i1t is possible. You need not bother them any more
for papers,as I now have a reserve of avbout 3000,
Thanking you once again for your past kindness in
getting materials for me, Yours sincerely J.Finnemore. ®

Jose,IVvy, & the children re 'rned from Nab
227 T 1ldren Tetu ypedné %3a533f3€g§F

evening, Jose is much better,
to the Webstere to-day.
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Thur, Ap. 5, 1945, This moerning I pested a letter te the
Websters & one te Mr. J.E. Jones re the sick pay from the

Gardeners' ledge., I bhad an injection in my left arm from
sister Grenell, whe is back from her holiday outing.

I bought a packet of epicure beens at Selfridge's, &

a sixpenny bunch of stocke ¥X . At Kodaks I paid 9/6
foer a 2 dozen packet of cut quarter plate films for

Mr, Finnemore., This afterneon I paid fivepence h
halfpenny to register & post the packet, I bought

a 2/- copy of "Soviet Ftrength" to send to Mrs, Webster.
I sowed the epicure seeds thie evening, & helped

llum to dig-the. ground to plant her stocks, Hum went

out in the car with Jese & IVvy this afterncon., The
doctor has given Joge another week off werk. I lent

Ivy ten pounds to day ,as Jose has net been paid s
since he left woxrk,but his pay for the full time is
waiting at the effice for him,

To-day we received this letter frem Florencey-

"Nyngan 3xrd April 45, Dear Hother & Dad, We were pl-
eased to have your letter at the week-end: it was choc-
a bleck full of news this time; although the news of
Joge isn't 80 good, It's a pretty usual thing for na-
sel ceses to be pretty lengthy affairs, so den't wor-
Ty about it; he will be o k when &xr, Watkins finishes

with him, It's goed to knew that " Art has moved : 1it's hw

‘hard to imagine them away from Nursie, How is Dad
getting on with hisg new teeth ? I haven't got mine yet
I keep postponing it, Such a lot of peeple have diff-
iculty with the lower set that I am a bit hesitant to

try them, but one ef these days I'll meke the appointment.

How much do they cost ? The dentist here charges 24
pounds for a full set. I was wendering if you get it
chdaper over there. How did you spend Easter ?

Did anyone vigit you ? 'We had a pretty quiet time,
Valerie went out inte the counvry, © there 1s nowhere
o go to in town; sc we stayed at h?me most of the time.
Valerie is not sure where ehe is E°RE or when,but

g new chap'(Newten) is coming this week, so she is
expecting a call to the WRANS,ex nursing, er if beth ef

them fail she will pe transferred. ¥e had Mre,Yo-
ung's gother up on Junday: she 18 Very nice,& 1 am going

with her & Mrs, Young for a hike to-morrow aftermoon.

Zélq
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We have our new neighbours (Hollands ), but den't
know them very well yet, Haven't been to the Rees!
yet since  they returned. . What bad news it was about

.Netta Hooker's boy & Elsie Witten. They will both be

badly missed. Did Netta have any other children 7

Bill saya tell Jose not. te worry about the carburetter
until he hears from him again. I mentioned the name

of the chap that is coming to the bank here: thougiht
pern&%a Mrs, Murphy might know him; hd is frem Galargambon
6. ell, it's time to clese down, Ien't the war news go¢

‘good t Cheerie, Love frem us all to all the clan.

Flerence," ;

w . .
gat. Ap.7, 1945, To-day ie celd & rainy. We received
his letter froem Fred;- ‘

"N ¥ 193901 pte, F., @ocking -, 2/4 A.G.H, Australia
3rd April 1945. I fully i ntended to write te you

on Egter ¥riday,as I did last year, but for the last
few days I've had a cold -~ practiocally better now--

»but it made me feel so dull & stupid that aboutnall

I've been good fer lately is sleeping, & I've had plenty
of epportunity ever the belidays. I enly went inte

town for 1 day, & things in there are extra quiet.

Wal went dewn the coast for Easter; he left Thursday
nightd was due back 1last night, ‘I had 2 days off

% would have gene dewn myself enly for feeling soo

"lethargic. When we went te toewn we intended to hw

ave & feed & go te.a show, but mest of the restaur-
ants were clesed,The only ene open was a hinese }
Jeint, & enly Chew menus are cooked. I'd-been war-
ned by Wal that they are all takes, & now I know
hew right he is, Four shillings for a bit of boiled
fowl & a bit of half ceoked enien, Next time I'11
starve, Teatime we did all right, however, fer we

‘found an erdinary one epen & did e.k.for half a do-

llar . I'm stiil pledding aleng, deing ensough te k-
eep me happy,& net enough te make me lese weight;

% in a day er 2 , when I've completely lest this
cold, I expect to be fullef geans again.

I'm %gfrg 0 pear goout Ethel being nat teo good.
She nxs ot o ¥ ﬁ Dad,so she's @ k by me,
Did she go to the hodBital, ;! ." 10w 4o her any

e o A e
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good ? Now that Dad has his teeth he should look
like a young bloke again. - I suppese that wal has
told yeu abeut Reg., David. I. have met him a ceuple
of times & have been impressed oby him oen each time,
He's @ real decent sort of a bleke, & he reminds
me very much ef Jonhnny Rose. H's Jjust as boisterous,
but he' net like Jehnny is, alwiys telling you how
he's going to give dough away ,, & taking people do-
wn at every opportunity. o ,

He's alway: agking me EpXtksXeif there is anything
that I want, & wanting me to meet his parents, but

I tell him the same as I tell you that there's not-
hing that I want.Still, I appreciate him for asking
me, I was recal worried about Jee being creok, & don't
knew fer certain yet that he is better & on the job -
again,but think that he must be, as I(ve heard no-
thing to the gontrary...How is everyene dewn there?

I suppese that the change in the weather has given
most of you celds, but I know that you'll be better
suited with the colder weather. Has Dad had any
pleod counts lately ? He -shoeuld be dué for ene soon,
It's terribly bard te write; no news, & if there was
I wouldn't be able toe write about it, se I'ii have
to finish up. All the best, Fred."

Sun, Ap., 15, 1945, Last Thursday I get an injectien
in my right arm from sister Grenell. I ceuld net buy any
Hyperpan fiims from Kedaks, I bought a packet ef drum-
head cabbage seeds at Woolwerth's, I paid Mrs, Watte
2 shilling each for self & Mum for the Pensicners' “sg-
soclation, George Millars wife was buried at Sandgate
last Thursday, She had been 111 a very long time & had
2lmost lost her reason, She & George.have been in the
Salvation Army for many years, Jese is gradually getting |
wgll, but the decter will not iet him g0 to work yet, f
The papers report the sudden death ef president Roose -
velt, The Russians have taken Vienna, & the EuTopean
war geeus to be Very nea rly ended by the defeat of
g:;ging; Lagt Friday ATt ,Phyliis & DoTeen came frem
bl z 1lle& stayed with us until this moTning, whep s
CY C2ught a train at ten to ten for I |
They are @13 well I : N ydney.
from Mr, J.E.Joney: Teéceived the Tollowing net
[] edie H il e

-
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#Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australia,
Rosebud Branch, No. 23, Secretary's address: 19
warrah Street, Hamilton.. '
Bre. J. Cocking. Dear 8ir & Bro. Re your note eof the
fitth of april I may state I overpaid you eon the 5£-
scale & I have held payment .until it righted itsell,
You are now on the 2/6 per week scale during the period
of your illness, & will be paid menthly , The next
payment will be due on the 25th eof Apri]”& it will be
enly necessary to forward a ceriifioate ence per qu)
arter, I am sorry noet te have notified you e2rlier,
vput I have been very busy & unable to de so,
Yours J.E,Jones, secretary,’ ) ,
Lagt Thureday evening I got a certrficate from doctor
Opitz, & posted it yesterday, Charlie mended Arthur's
wrist-watch,but could not repeir Phyllis' watch,I nave
cleaned & reconstructed & baby's swing-onair, & will
give it to Mr, Eastaway, Daphne has been given a ladies'
bicycle ag & birthday present,as she is now 16, The
GeogTaphic Magazine for March has not arrived frem Am-
erica yet, '

Last week we received this letter from Phyllis:i-

#196 Illawarra Road, Marrickville 8-4-45, LJear Mum
& Dad, It is raining cats & dogs te nighk, too wet to
go to the Sallies,,so I thought it would be a geod ep~
poertunity to write to you. I am so sorry that we did
not mention the fact that the tea-ccsy arrived safe &
gound, but my better half will have to be blamed for
the omission ( I have been told to say that). We were
pleased & proud to receive your kind gift, & when Arthur
said he intended writing home I told him to be sure to
thank you very much for the cosy., but, like most men,
he remembered to forget to mention the wogt important
thi ng of all, He is duly penitent & I have forgiven
him, & hepe you will forgive him too. We would like
very much te come up & see you next week-end., TherTe
&re two reasons, (i? Artbur is feeling & little home-
sick as it is quite a while since he saw you voth,
&sglwioﬁgg;net.be able to see you at all during the sc-
148ys in ¥ay, ag the Universit :

nue Tright through the school vacatien &
] \ o) ag thig i
the final year he ig rather keen on at%ending evgris

¥y lectureg cop ti -
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lecture. Still we will be seeing you from time to ‘cirrtl’ie,(“p
gLen if it igc only foe @ week-end now & then, . N
] ) .

are all keeping-well, egpecially floreen, Shé is full
of 1ife & ieg quite a 1little girl now, She has a new
winter rig-out consiseting of a dusty pink coat with
beret to match, & Mum is making her a new freck of the
same colouring, She really looks a lot older than she
is, although I think 1t is because of her long hair ,as
it ie nearly down te her shoulders, Quite & number of
people have asked me if she ig 2 years old, & she is n-
ct yet 18 months, .
I am disappointed that neither of you are able to co-
me & stay with us for a while, as we have quitensett-
led down in our new home, We Jjust do as we like &
whenever we like, I told Arthur that we'd be able to
have & fight now & again without the danger of anyone
"listening in", but we just can't find anything to fig-
ht abeut. The house itself is not half as nice as the
one we left . The back yard is very pokey,,k the bre-
akfagt room is papered withé a very dirty celoured pap-—
er., The bath reom, we seldem use, as the bad enamel
hag nearly all been chipped off; but we are on our ewn
% that in itself is worth more than sharing a mension
with anyone .elge, Doreen has Just had her last inj-
ection for diphtheria, She has had no illfeffects at
all from them, Some kiddies are, I believe, very ill
after the vaccination, but our young lass has been very
lively, if not livelier after each needle,
I can't think of any mere news Just now, Our kind regaré
to the hill billies, We are so glad to know that Joge
is meking satisfactory pregress as regards to his health,
Tell Charlie that there ig a little jeb for him (if he
will be mo kind)., Arthurt's watch has refused to functien
since I boiled it in the cepper among the rest of my
clothes--~ & my watch is just as stubborn, We will br-
ing both with ues & leave with bim,., Lots eof leve, then,
ti1l the week-end. Arthur & Doreen gend hugs & kisses,
phyliis,"”

§u, Ap. 15 continued, Last week we got tn
159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane,l0-/-45,
Dear Folks, Since last writing I have hed letters from

is frem wal;.
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Flo.& Jee,but have been too busy to do much writing.
Last week-end was & nermal-ene,except that the presence
of Jack Giles in Brisbane kept me pretty busily occupied,
He has now gone again, this time heading for the phil-
lipines, Ian McLaren wrote to me the other day,& he too
is in the phillipines, Easter week was, of course,
spent down at Burleigh Heads with 4 other chaps,as pl-
snned, & we had a really good time. Next week-eénd I am
planning to go on a fisghing trip down on the Bay,& I
am hoping that Fred can join us.’

News of Art meving came 8g a surprise, I assume he hasn't
‘moved very far frem the previous house. Was also surlp-
rised to hear of the sale of his car, Joet' g trouble
seems to be hanging on for a leng time, but this ie o k
if the: trouble is finally rectified,ss the rest will do
him good, I wae particularly pleased to learn frem his
letter that the 2 gallon ticket was 2o useful just at
the right time,& I will do my best to send an occasion-
&1 one dewn if possible. My broken car-axle,Joe, was
caused by starting the car running backwardes down a
hill out of the garage. The battery was fairly flat,&
I had done the same thing several times befere,but the
steel eventually fatigued. It cost me £ 6-4-0; so I have
learnt my lesson, Of coursge in any gear of lower ratio
it would have been all right; but I was particularly
fertunate in getting a free tow by the R, 4.0.Q.,% the
car back en the road the same day, ~ .
8o Daphne is sixteen | Amazing! Best wishes, Curly
& the De@d~end kide,net fergetiing my old sparring
¥artnar. I wae pleased te hear that Dad's eye ie better,
never did get to the bottem of that.) ,also that hie
teeth are gsatisfectory., Cheerie fer now, Wal,*® *

Mon., Ap, 23, 1945, I got my usual injection frem sister

Urenell lagt Thursday, & she teld me that she had asked

the decter about giving me the double doses of liver ex—

tract,& he said she ceuld give me the original dege of

2 cubic centimetrgs. Icould not buy sny paper ner film

at Kodaks, I bought @ bundle of peppy plants for Mum, &

aeggoke}a of greenfeast dwarf peas & a packet of persley

seeds, Joee ig ’ ' e ]

him to be opmlli: ::nby:t e iR (Mmste) wants

T »PUT Jose is unwil

have it dene, H ‘ ‘ ting te

® had to gee the doo
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We have received the following letter frem Fleorence:-
“Nyngen (15) 18-4-45. Dear Folks, How ig Jose ? I

hope he ig e k again, I am a few days late with this let-
ter, perhaps, but I have the knitting craie & have al-
mest finished a jumper for ‘ebert--mvery nice it is too
despite what they say abeut self-praise, My next Jeb

i8 one for Billi; he'is a bowler now & ef couree must

have his cream jumper, His tu mmy isn't quite big eno- ;
ugh yet, but that may develop as time goes by. He is
loeking quite well ag usuzl & it's & very rare thing for
bim to have to take a tablet for his old trouble.

He looks so well that I sometimes think that he will never
have it again; but a trip to Newcastle upsets that theo-

Ty. We got our new neighbours Easter week, & they seem -
all right,but net like Smiths, There is always plenty

of noiege in there noew, but that doesn't worry me; Ilike

to hear neighbours arocund, especially at night, when

Bill & Valerie are out,as they are new,

We tried Robert out at church on Sunday night, & he was n
fairly good although he wae pretty bered during the sger-
mon & wanted te go heme several times, After church
Mr, Brand invited me te have a "cuppa' with them, Mz,

Rees & 3 other chaps were there tee, so he certainly tri.es
to welcome peeple to his church, He ig very nice (I

think you met him) & ie very pepular here, I went te

the Ladies' A4id, & they handed me the treapurer's job.
They oenly have meetings fortnightly, & te-morrow it's an
American tea,sp I'll have te find eut what gift I can
take, You would be glad te hear frem Doel (Fred )

again after se leng. It's goed te knew that Pip (Walter )
has found Glad's ceousein , & I'll bet he enjoys the out-
ings in the yacht, Valerie is still with us,& it is very
indefinite for hew long. She ie still 'waiting for her
call frem the heospital, I hepe you go to Art's place: :
it wil]l be & good change for you beth.,. I hope Art & ]
Phyllis intend ceming here infugust; or are they putting
their savings towards buying a homeé, ATt must have pret-

ty definite ideas abeut being kept in Sydney, or he would
hardly buy ground & intend later teo build,

There ign'+t much news that I can tel] Jou : it' 8 much
harder for me to find news for you than it 1s for yeu

¢
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writing from home where I knew people., If yeu want
newsg of Robert I'1l give you that he is 8till a cheeky
1ittle mischkevous scamp,but still very levable;
Verle is meving to a house down near the school on Sa-~
turday, & Robert cried to-night when he heard us speak o
of 1t; but really he won't miss her very much now as
80 mich of his time is spent with Brian Ogsler at the
back of here. Robert is always "hboss" when they play.
Erian is such & Quiet 1little placid bey -- very pretty,
& Robert is such a wild kid,net so pretty as he was,
-but he always has that expressien at he 1s Just
leoking round to see what mischief he can find, He
deesn't wander away now,except te Brian's, so that is
one of my troubles over,, '
I got & nice brown frock the ether day, but it wag too
big,s0 I teek it aleng to a dressmaker to-day te have
it altered., You may remember me telling you at Christ-
mas time about.ordering & pair of shoes made to my me-
asurements, W 11, they came last week, after five mo-
nthe., They are®levely & comfortable,even though they
haven' t any particular beauty abeut them. £ 2-15-6
they cest , so they should be goeed. I was wondering
if a pair would be goed for you,Min, seeing the trouble
you have with shoes, They have a lot of cusiomess nere,
& tneir main complaint is the length of time they wait
for the goeds; but I think they are 21l satisfied with
tiie eboes when tiey ae arrive,, Well, it's close down
time , I can hardly keep:my eyes open, Goed night &
cheerie, Love from us all. Florence.",

¥ri. p. 27,1945. Yegterday I went to dewcastlie & got ny
usual®injectien from sister Grenell,who is to be married
in 2 month!'s time, I promised to give her a little wedding

present. I bought 2 small drills &t the Yivic shop.

At Mrs, Longworth's I got my bettom teeth ., I am new
finished with going there,unless something goes wrong,
Mrs, LongwoTrth wants me to visit her in about 3 month's
time to see how the teeth are working., Brether Jack

% May visited us en Wednesday. Berlin is almest surrounde
by Russians, & its fall is almost certain soon,

I bought a packet of Velox 116 paper at Xodaks for Mr,
Finnemore & gent it away yesterday. I paid Mrs Watts

2/~ for the pensgioners Association, Yesterday we received
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the following letter from Fred:;=- N

"N X 193961 F. Cocking, Pte. Unit or group 2/4 A.G.H.
duptralia 22 April 1945. ;

I've been waiting for AY%' s new address, & I've Just en -
tered i1t in my little book so that if I feel like writi-
ng to him some time I'll know where to send it. I'p
glad that he has shifted to a place where he can please
himgelf more as to what he dees, & although the nurses
there were quite all right I(11 feel more like going to
see him whenever I'm in Sydney, & I think that you'll
feel,more comfortable when you go teo., _

I read your last letter to Wal yesterday. Joe must have
been pretty crockawhen he was at his worst, seeing that
he hasn't started work yet; & I suppose that he's worry-
ing his head off now that he is away fer so leng; but,

as you say, the.spell won't hurt either him or the B.H.P,
Tne worst part of it is that he missed starting Tech.,
but there's always next yyear, providing of course that
he does start again,, I've always noticed that ence youw
¥8op doing anything it's much harder to start again than
it is 1f yau'd kept .right on going, 8till, it should be
worth the extra effert, as he only has 12 months to de.
I'm sorry, but I did not meet the chap you ask about. I
Just do my job in the shop all day & seldom go near the
wardg If I'd previously knewn him I may have geen him w
wandering round, but to me he'd be Just anether stranger ,
Last week-end Wal & Mr, Jones & Reg., David went in a la-
unch dewn the Bay somewhere,& they wanted me to go too,
but I couldn't arrange it, I wasg congratulating myself
en not geing, becauss it rained here,but yesterday they
told me it was & real goed day & net & bit wafny rainy
or cold; so I missed again, You may possibly have Reg.
to see you in a week or 2, so don't be surprised if he
rings you up, or even if he just blews in. He left here
yesterday & is going te MelbouIrne,where he expects to be
for about 2 weeks, tnen he's comeng back te Gosford, &
frem there to Newcastle, Wal has given him a lot of phone
numbers, & Joh Roge's is one of them,so if he & Johnn/

Toll 1n sone IV, 4 e & bit surprised. I'd give a

cause they're Very mch

i be
quid to see them togetier, they do go o

alike,so you can expect plenty of noise if
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gee you. ‘I had a bit of a windfall this week,£ 21-14-0
in back money, & I'm getting the extra 2/--a day : 28/~
a fortnight, They Btiil owe me 6 pence a day fer about
14 months, but it will take around 3 months before I get
it, I suppose . I haigome money that I hadn't drawn
befo:e,'gut lasgt Wednesday I took the lot—- £ 45— &
vyesterddy I gave £ 35 of it to Wal,who I suppose will s
send it home,, Use it all if you want te,although I don't
suppose that you will, If you don't need it Chip will,
I'm sure, put it in the bank, but if he wants any of i%
I hope that he won't be afrald te use it..
Nearly everyone seems to have gone out to-night, so I'm
here alone,for a wonder, so I'll catch up on some of my
other lettere; some I've been carrying areund for avout
5 monthg, If they'd only go out a bit more I might be a

better correspendent, I'm cempletely rid of my cold &
am'feeling real well , & hope that you & Dad are o k &
looking after yourselves properly.  Fred, "

I also received the following frem C.E. Muir;-

#Eye Culture ., Better Eyesight Without Glas ses. Head
office : S8St., James Building, 107 Elizabeth St. ,Sydney.
Dear Mr, Cecking, What you want to know is,can Eye Cul-
ture impreve or:.restore the sight. DEFINITELY IT CAN &
at the same time give ingtant relief from discemfert
such ag sore, tired, aching or burning eyes,headaches &
ains, eye-strain, glare etc,
%ou knew that almost every funotion of the eyes is con-
trolled by muscles,. Well, the whole trouble is positively
caunged through thodse musclea & the tissue of the eyes
being congested, strained & weak,... You know that other
muscles of the body will respend te physical culture;
well so do -.the eyeeg Tespond te eye culture, .
The firgt thing I teach is how to rid thee eyes of strain
& congestien, .This relieves any discomfort, You then leam
how to use the 2yes without glaases or strain, & finally
how to regtore the elasticity & strength ef the tissue &
muscles so that they werk in harmeny & functien normally,
Thig means that Very soon —-usually a few weeks -~ there(s
definite imprevement in the vision which steadily becomes

more prencunced, .
So Yﬁg can see there is moTe in eye oculture than jJust doiJjs
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éyeé exercises. "ne thing I want you to understand '
there are no app liances, dreps, or drugs of any aéZﬁ??gi’
19n used on the eyes, 80 they cannot pogsibly be harmeg B
Eye oglture ;s Just a Simple, natural method of eye musél
training easily carried out in one's home & even at k.
You fit it inte your daily routine of living, noTk.
I will advige you what my fee will be Tor the complete
Eye Culture ingtructions when I receive ‘the enclosged
1nf§rz;;ien form with all questions angwered & with as
much tional infermatien as pessi n
informatien is also necessary ggsgkgief Oagnéfaégége
your oase & prescribe accordingly Yours faithfully

C.E, Muir.,¥

(Answered Sun, Ap. 29, 1945.) ‘ g :
Sun, Ap.. 29, 1945. To-day I have written a note te Mrs.
febeter & enclesed C.E. Muir's letter & 1literature en Eye

Culture, I alseo wrote té Muir tellin% him (or her) what
I have done, Josge i§ net well eneugh to resume work yet,

Mon. Xay 7, 1945. Laet "ednesday we received the fel-
~ lewing letier frem Walter:;- ' .

"159 Gregery Terrace, Brisbane,24-4-45. Dear Folks,
Notbing very exciting bas heppened gince my last lett-
ter te yeu, except ,perhaps, the fact that they have
discentinued the livin%-away-from ~-heome allawance whioch
.was foermerly paid te all ef us whe were sent up frem
the outhern States, but the 3 ef us whe are affected
in or sectien have pretested, & I am using it as an
argument in an effexrt te be transferred back te 8vdne
altheugh the present pressure ef werk makeg it difficul
te imagine .bew they could manage witheut me, In any case
’ ; ' Melbeurne,
he whole Guestien has new been refgrred te
gr. Jenee (where I ‘live )& Reg, David acceupanied anether
chap & me down te the Bay en a fishing t;ip :he wee:—h
end before last, & we had a very enjeyable timec,c8tCh-
ing sbeut 100, & each returning with about 15 1bs, of fieh
n%red came to see me on the Saturdggtvbag cgul%w%Pge
éake the trip. He algo saw me last 53 urtoybe %anked
nioh I am forwarding on to you %o °% 2
£ 35 , whic - po-morTow ie AnzacDay,
for nim or ueed as required. . -
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1 bave planned to have a swim & a game of tennis, but the we
weather looke rather dull to-night, although generg-
lly speaking the weather here is very nice lately,
I see there is s8till a bit of bad news from down there
in Joe's trouble still hanging on & in Mre, Millar's

death., 4 bright new Pot of paint on the news is Jjust
avout due now, so you'd better rake up some new Cars

or weddings or something. Evidentlu Art is settled
down in hie new home,I pTresume etill in Marrickville,
but I am wondering if he will have to move again sho-
rtly when the people come back. That's good news

. about Daphne getting a bike-- I bet she'e thrilled to
bite,& I'm sure she'll look after it well.Hope you are
all well as we are..

P.g.“The money order is made out in Mum's name as usual,
Wal. . }

. leftmarm
Leet Thursday I got my usual injection in my _
from sister Bone,as sister Grenell was away. I bought
-4 small bolt-ruts at Woalworth!'s, but could not get
any films or papers at Kodaks. 1 paid the Gas company
£ 1-1-4, & got our book at the Co-cp. store. I bank ed
Fred's £ 35 at the Commonwealth Bank,Mayfield.His
depogits amount to £ 206-10-C now, I have made 2 iron-
ing standes --one for sigter Grenei% i: atweddiﬁi gze-
. The doctor told J8se thal g temperatu
ggﬁgins notmal all next week he will letmgoee return

to work. The war in Burope is nearly ended, w:

Thur. May 10, 1945. This morning Ifpaid Mrs. Watts 2/-

& went to Newcastle., I had an injection in my right arm fror
slister Bone, I gave gister Grenell an irbning stand & -

a 1ittle black tin box to hold reels of cotton on & bu-
ttons in, At Woolworth's I bought 3 2d packets of broad
beans. At Sorby's I bought 4 dozen coppered split rivets
for a shilling, At Dawson's I bought 2 twopenny bundles

of steel wool.I paid 2/6 at a bookshop for "Gregory s

100 ¥iles Round gydney."; & at Wioks' I bought a "Preg-

byterian Cookery Book of good & tried Teceipts ", f
2/6 to give to sister Grenell as a wedding pgegen%. °F

Yesterday May Cocking was 111 in tthe Fettercairn hosp-
ital with gall-gtones, To-day she is at home, but is ill
still. This afternoon Mun hag gone to see her, To-day
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we received the following letter from Floregce -

" \ unday 6=5~45. Dear Mother & Dad, It's good
tgyiisi’ihat §§se {; gn the mend ageain: it's been a long
time since he first took ill,but I hppe by now he is f
feeling pretty fit, I havedha%&avpiet:y qulzt gzgk;gzg.
i Bourke yesterda alerie wen

%iilcgﬁﬁﬁrgf & has Jgst retugﬁed to-night,so I have pgd
apretty easy time,but it has been not so lonely somep@w.
I've had a good fire going all day, & Robert is very'
good company now. (I musttell you before I forget, it's
raining hard here, it's such a novelty ). Anyhow, to get
pack to the subject of Robert—- when I told him this a-
fternoon that I was going %o write a letter to you I 4
agked him what I would say, & he gaid, "Tell Gumma & Da

I lub em berry much", so that's his message to you. I-am
s0 mixed to night that I find it hard to keep to one
subject, Valerie has upset the quiet of the day with her
account of her "bonza week-end"., She is very excited just
now, & had a farewell party out there last night, She
leaves here next Saturday & %oins up with the WRENS on
Tuesday,that is of course if she passes her medical test,
which I think she easgily will if appearance goes for a-
nything, & she neéver ails anything, I will certainly
migs her, & so will Bill, We both understand & like her
better now that we know her better, The young lad from
the bank who is taking hexr place wants to come here, He
?s such a nice, quiet boy, his first time from home,

only 16 I.think) , but i$'s a bit of a nuisance always
having to be in to get meals Just when other people want

them; so I will try to get used to being alone again.
This is only the second cold day we have had this year
so far, The weather has been iixe Sprang-- 1t's bDeau-
tiful, We are still wearing Summer clothes,except. for =«
a cardigan first thing in the morning. I have wished
often lately that you were , but of course it may be just
as good over there, although I heard on the wireless

that Newcastle had plenty of rain,

It's gocd news about the war, isn't it ? Surely it won't
i ; fqore it over, m dig8pp -
%gdt %'Obo:tllgbn I‘I%od}: Bﬁ y&l g 3?1?) ts cglm]i ng, © but II s%pp%:’é% p%%jé?,

are happy, so it doesn'? matter, I'll see them all at
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) 35, :

Christmas, I hOpe Rovert is not pleased dbout pPeter
Taubman visiting you at all; he thinks you both belong
to him exclusively, & he doesn't want any other little
boy bSutting in. He gtiaii NBE® mim 11sTie Ygiend Hrian
at the pack here, % it's pretty hard to keep him at
home, How is Ethel (Cocking ) thege days ? The last I
heard of her was that she was in hospital months ago,
but I never heard that she got well, or if she still
has heart-trouble, W 11, it's time I closed down,

Love to all-- FlorenGe, "

In the cookery book that I intend to gave to sister
Grenell I have pasted these verses :-
TO SISTER GHENELL.

Please don't 1mag1ne nor suppose
That I presume you're one of those
BX¥XIXTHXX Unsgkilled (although good-looking)

%oourige mazd{hew%or%% ernwdasy atre~ tgé) obtuse

Ingredients for cooking.

My purpose isn't to impart

A knowledge of the ugeful art

Of roasgting or of carving

A Christmas goose, or Joint of meat
Or making something good to eat
When hubby comes home starving.

That ugseful knowledge you possgess;
But books are handy, none-the-less,
To aid the recollection

Of right components for a cake,

Or proper times to boil or bake,
Or make a sweet confection.

8o take this book, & bear in mind
That even martial men must find
The best of married blisses ——

A wife as gentle as a dove,

A tidy home,sweet peace & love,
Ideal meals —-& kisses \

------------
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As addendum,let me mention

That if you would snpun contention,
And respect & fond affection

0f your husband you would keep,
Don't indulge in angr railings
At his real or fancieg failings,
But Jjust whisper your objectlons
In his ear --WHEN HE'S8 ASLEEP

A MARRIED MgN,

Man wants but little here below,
Nor wants that little ever,

The poet wrote,but women know
The poet's wTong,if clever,

A married man detests all debt;

At poverty he rages;

And longe for things too hard to get,
However small his wages.

He wants great power, place, & pelf

To come at his directiion;

And --thougn he is no saint himselt —-
Wants feminine perfection |

Indeed,while on this whirling sphere
His wants like weeds, are growing:
He wants a heaven while he's here
And Heaven when he's . going.

He wants a home devoid of stirire;

A bride who is nice-looking,

And, more than all else, wants his wife
To be well skilled in cooking

80, if in harmony you'd dwell
And mould him to your wishes,

Just feed the hungry beggar well
With love & tasty dishes .

Jr | 2l ;w‘}- a..z.«_a-‘:‘cwx
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COCHLNG,—The

Sb61 ‘G| Aew ‘Aepsan

Lot LAELUULOT |

A Reguiem Mass jor the repose ol the
soul of the late Gertruae klizavein
Bird will be celebrated this day at 1
a.m, ai the above church. 27
Relatives and ends
of Mr, WILLIAM JOHN COCKING, Mr.
and Mrs. BERT COCKL~G, Mr. and
sirs. " ALF COCKING, Mr. and Mrs.
FRANKE COCKING. Brig. and Mrs, G.
RIXON, Mr, and Mrs. L. CARPENTER
and FAMILIES, Miss T1hL COCKING,
and Mr. CECIL ROBINSON are in-
vited to attend the Funeral of thelr
beloved Wife, Mother, Mother-in-iaw,
Grandmother and Great-grandmother,
FLORENCE MAY COCKING, of 11
Myola-street. Mayfield, to move lrvin

the Satvation Army Citgdel, Vietoria~|

street, Mayfield, This Afternoon, alter
service coinmencing ab 2 go'clock, for
Salvation Army Cemetery. Sandgate.
via Waratah Station.
. JAMES MURRAY,
8103 Funeral Director.

w3 A=
COCKING.—The Relatives and Friends
of Mrs. G. MORRIS, Mr. and Mrs. J.
GIBSON. Mr, FRANK ROBINSON, Mr,
GEORGE SHELDON, Mr, JIM COECK-
NG and Mr. BOB COCKING aud
FAMILIES are invited 0 attend ihe
Funeral of their beioved Sister, ‘Sister-
in-law, and Aunt, FLORENCE MAY
COCKING, of 11 Myola-street. May-
ficld. to move from the Salvation Arimy
Citadel, Victoria-street, Mayiield, This
Afternoon, sfter service commencing
st 2 o'clock, for. Salvation Army
Cemetery, Sandgate, via Waratah

Station.
JAMES MURRAY,
8103 Funera] Director.
SALVATION ARMY., MAYFIELD.
COCKING. — Officers, Soldiers and

Bandsmen of the Salvation -Army are
invited to attend the Puneral of their
late  Treasurer, FLORENCE MAY
COCKING. See family ngtice. Bands-
men please bring instruments.

8104 Corp. Officer, Major COLLYER..
SNOWDROP LODGE NU. 12, FREE
GARDENERS.
COCKING.—The officers and members
of the above lodge are kindly invited
to a;tend the Funeral of Fiorence May
Cocking, beloved wife of Bro. John

Cocking. Please see Family Notice.
5 W. J. BEETON, RW.M.
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o : o A At i &yh&cmon P Day———L to r.: Lt -Gen, Omar Bradley, Adm. Sir Bertram Ramsay, Air Chlef Marshal Sir
f . TR Y i X : : eld Arshal Montgomery, Air Chief-Marshal Sir T.’ Lexgh Ma]lory, and Lientenant-General W Beae]l Smith.
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41, : ,
sun., May 27, 1945. Jack,Gladys, John, Adell & Alma
have been spending the last fortnight Petween us &
Mrs. Bobs at Raymond terrace.They all left here by car
yesterday morning. I gave Gladys an ir ning stand, & “ha
Cpariie gave Jack a big cliock. JaCk Gave me a new bo-
ok entitled "Explosives", 139 pages,by John Read. It
is a Pelican book.I gave Jose & brass drill gauge to
hold drills & nail-bits. Jack bought & packet of qu-
! arter plate cut films & a packet of Velox paper for
me as a birthday present, They cost 10/1 , but I pa-
id him for them & sent them to Mr., Finnemore., Last
Thursday I paid Mrs. Watts 2/- as it was pay day.

I went to Neecastie & got an injection from sister
Bone; also oné on the Thursday before,, )
Since my last entry we have Treceived tilg Irom Wal:

*"159 Gretory Terrace, Briebane, lo-5-45, Dear Folixs,
Doubtiless you have been very relieved & pleased to
hear of the end of the war in Europe since I last
wrote, for which we will all feel very thankful.
Hewever, there were no signs of joliitfication in
Brisbane, & only a few thanksgiving services to mark
the occasion. I bet we'll %let our hair domm® when
the Jap war is over, though, & I only hope I am dowwn
South again for the fireworks. I didn't see Fred
last week-end, but he was in good nick when I did
¢ see him, & I understand that he has been changing ¢-
amp, I spent the week-end pefore last at Burleigh
Heads again--~ this time with 5 other chaps, & we had
a great time, I was able to get enough juice to
take them down in,K the car, which made things much
moTre enjoyable, Next week-end a party of us are
¢ going on a fishing %trip down in the Bay,wnich also
promisea well, The work has become very busy again
Just like it was in 1943, but I am getting a separate
office built for myseit near the drawing office &
this will make conditions more pleasant. .,

Most of
my time ie still spent -playing tennis & golf, with
an occasional swim, & I think I am getting a bit he-
avier, I have Just come home atter playing a baske-
tbail matoh on the Y.M. gymasium floor, this being
one of several such matches in which I am scneduled

to play.

s
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42, ' '
There is no finality yet regarding my etforts to g0 “9-
uti, but thewressure of work seems to preciude any su- b

ch move for slme little time, We have been having ex- b
cellent weather here prior to this week

, but now the ‘ o
cold weaterlys have started to blow, & most people are o
complaining, They are early this year, & probably won'nt 1%
last long. Thig reminds me of clothing, & in this me 1e
atter I may be able

at _ t0 help any of you with some coupons |
i1 you are short, so let me know.

‘ \ I wag very glad to ? !
hear that the news on the home front was better last we e
week, particularly in regard to Joe, & I will looxnfor- i?
ward to hear of further progress in your next letter, : 1
ATt & Flo are evidently o k t00,& I assume that Chip is | “},
also, but there geems to be very little news from the ’ N
Kembla crowd, I hope that Dad is over his "feething® : &l
troubles by now, & that you,Mum, are still as hale & ’ t
nearty as ever.- Cheerio for now, Wal,® .. &l
Sunday continued, A few days ago I bought a second hand ? %1
vook for 1/b entitled "Frances E, Willard",at a shop v
near Ingall street,Mayfield, Miss Willard was a very ;
active worker againgt the brutal drink traffic & other 5
evilsg, for sue was a true Christian, I do.not kmow of - .
one infidel or Athe#ist who helped her in her noble wo- T
Tk, C arlie has built a fowl house & put 20 fowls into | "
it, but ag feed is very scarce on account of the great ! n
Rustralian drougnt he has had to kill some of the roog- ¢ ;
ters, % may have to kill all of the fowlsg., Last Sunday o
night Yum & I went with Ivy & Jose in his car to aunt - ép
May's memorial meeting at the Mayfield citadel.Nearly a?
all of the Cocking clan were present, , ‘e

sr3iesieagdfgadnigiseds 255, “ 1s
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43. '

Sat. June 2, 1945. This morning I tookx & hilg flathead

up to0 IVy & then took all of her coupor books & cards
down to the public school & exchanged them foT new
ration books & coupons, Last thursday I got sa inje-
ction in my left arm from sister Bone, At Sor by s

I bought a 9-32 drill for ®fZ 2,3. At Xodaks I bou-
ght a packet of 11lb paper. . Yesterday we received
the following letter from Fred:- '

"N X 193961, pte, F. Cocking2/4 A.G.H. Australia,
¥onday 21st May. To-day we have Just been isesued
with a Christmas hamper from the Comforts Fund, &
this paper & pencil were in it. There are no pens
or ink available yet, so 1t -couldn't have come at

a better time, I hope that it will not be indeciphe-
rable by the time that you get it., This parcel is
if anything better than the last one XKiZ I got, &
was sent by @ man & hig wife from Maryborough.

I have purposely not written to you for the last few
daygbecause T wanted the letter-card I sent to Ivy
to get there first, This place seems better than
the 1laat isiand I was on in every way -- better
climate, cooler, & not e0 much rain -- more open &
flat country, & above all,much less disease & skin

t rouble, Tne grub, although all tinned,stuff, has
the last few day got much better, & there's plenty
of good stuff to eat in the canteen.,  The onliy fly
in the ointment so far is the lack of water,whicn i~
8 pumped from an artegian river. This ig a real
coral island. There's anything up to 5 or 4 feet of
top s0il, & then hard coral, soc mavbe there is an @
excuse for them not putting more well points down.
We catch a fair bit of rain in tine off the tent,
% 80 get enough to get by on. A lthough we are
camped practically on the beach,flo one has been ganme
so far to go in for a swim on account of wild tales
of coral snakes which are supposed to kill in about
10 minutes; & until I find out about them properly
I'm not going to riskit anyhow. I suppose that

you fre wondering now what I'm short of & what you

cen gend me,but with the exception of an occaeional

10:;3 Hergld & maybe the "World's News" I know of
nothing that - '
g I want, I'm feeling regpl good & qui te
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contented; & if it wasn't for k nowing that you're

not too happy at my being away agailn, everything .
would be o k. I was glad to get your letter & know
that everyone was pretty good,with the exception of
Jose, but he too seeéms to be improving,although by
now I111 bet hets disgusted with himpelf & fed up wth
everything, When I get the opportunity I'1ll write to
¥lo & Glad & maybe ATt, & then I'1l be able to tell
vou somé news from Warrawong. I haven't time to
write more, but don't forget the postage now is 3d
atr mail, & the same penny ordinary. Fred,

Sat.June 2 continued. We aleso got this frowm KX

Mrs, "ebster;- _

Q" 15 Greenfield Terraee, Portreath,nr Redruthk,Cor-
nwall, 28tk Mareh 1945, Dear Mr, Cocking,

Hany tharks for your good book you so kindly sent

us : we are reading it just now started. Book & 5
paper came together, We gre having delightful weather,
The gardens are full of Spring flowers, We have had

& lot of rain through the winter, & very oold wea-
ther, but we are thankful to say we have been gpared
from 8lr raids; nothing has hHarmed us,s0 we laiu-
~«'2o Iueky people in Portreath, & our children nave
been the same so far, Poor Frank has been sent

Yo Belgium, He says he isg well & has good foed &

good beds, They'Te billeted in a large house there ¢
& get the daily papers, & have a wireless se %, & get
all news from home & abroad., He is8 on guard duty.

Qur son Fred has been laid up © months with rheuma-

tie fever, He looks very frail, He goes to hospita 1
4 days a wesk. The girls are fine just now, Myra

is here, her works being e¢loged down, so she nas '
started to Spring clean,Bverything has to shine for
her., Kathleen is all about the cooking. She says,
"Bother the oleaning; let's have some to eat 4*

We hope your people will be wise enough to save the
water instead of letting it run to sea,

They're in & bad place at Saint Day for water. The

old man with his horse & ¢art gave up., & no

take his plase, B0 there hasg bgen sogé fuss g%:uzo

1t; & also at dnacewater, not far from St, Day,.

Some time age the Council had water laid on not



45,

far from St. Day, so the people thought they would soon
pe getting it, poor things, & 1t .would only take a

1t ew hundred feet of piping to put it into §t. Day,
but the Council wouldn't hear of it; but theyvknow
enough to put up the rates on all of us,))~- what for
we are not allowed to know, only we know we get a sum-
mong if it's not ; but I think the people are waking
up a bit now, Fanoy paying 2d- for every bucke: of
nater, & milliong of galiong running to waste every
day. How long will it last,I wonder, And fields of
‘cabbages rotten in the fields, & broccoli too.

We have to pay 8d4. * 9d., for one, People have not the
money to0 buy. Some are lucky to ha ve them in their g-
ardens We're beat this year: I am afrgld we have no
pBentyddy b5ATRTthehibkReN X LRINNEX X XX X HRRX Y NER
t111 it'¥ike we belong to. Harry has been very bad
with his heart since I last wrote; & withhis back,

I hope you & ¥rg., Cocking are better by now, & all the
reet of the family well, Not hetrd from my couein
David Tabb as yet, He is busy, I. expect, The barbers
home here are just the séme -~ the few thats left,

The young men are all gone, We're delighted with

the news (of the European war & think if will be all
over soon now, thank God, But what a slaughter of hu-
man lives, lots gone from around here, lovely young
men, Now I must hurry for post. We trust you may have
a peaceful Easter, With kind regarde to yourself & Mrs,
Cocking, as ever your gincere friends Harry & Emmie
Webster, P.S. Thanke once more for péper, One cday

4 arrived: the postage wesg correct, only delayed, we
enjoy reading them, then pase them on,"

Mur has also receivedﬁaAshort letter frpm Mrs, E.
Morrie: <> " AR B '

Tues, June 5, 1945 Yesterday we received the followi-
ng letter from Arthur:- = / % - S : '
#196 1 1lawarra Road, Marrickville, Friday. Dear Felks,
The trousers arrived o'k , thanks. We usually manage
to leave something behind, but whativel we 10lxel Ll
will nOv vo Deivwize Mrs. Witheridge, yours truly,s
the nipper are likely tc be seeing you on the friday
night before the king's birthday,i e 15%ih June.

This isn't certain, though,because Paylli+! mother
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may leave the wollen mill & take on a Job at Newington

college pretty soon. If she does she won't be able to -
get 4 conseoutive days off, In that event I haven't

vet deciced whether I' 1l take Doreen alone or not,

I'n positive I could look after her indefinitely,but

gshe needs so many changes of clothes that I'd have to
lug a pretty bulky suitcase besides carrying out 2
stone jumping,squirming, wriggling writhing daughter,

Phyllis ie well & sends her love: so am I & 80 do I.

The nipper is bonzer, & everything in the garden is

lovely.To-morrow & Sunday I'1ll be issuing ration books,
8o Phyll will spend the time with her Mum & Dad. I thnk

Phyllis ' Dad must have been giving the nip some coac-

hing while we were away,for now if we agk ,%Whose litle

girl are you 7%, she chips "papa's",( meaning Grandpa's),
Would you like to live with Grandpa ?%, "Yes.® ®Whon

do you love best t¥, "Papa', The gittle brute !

Those kids to-day at lunch time found a tin in a lane-

way. They thought the tin contained soap-flakes, but
actually there was some caustic soda in it. They tossed

it from hand to hand, & didn't worry much when somne

flakes got on their faces, Pretty soon, though, their
gkin began to sting., By thagime they had arrived home

Tor their lunch. They told yheir parente what had ha-

ppened,but the parents did nothing about it, By the

time they had finighed their lunch their dials were v-

ery sore & their eyes were stingin%, One kid had a

l1ittle more nouse than his mates. He grabbed the tin ;

& broke a gporting record back to school where he sou-

ght me out. As soon asg he showed me the unlabelled tin

I recognised the caustic,found the 2 other dopes, & t-

reated them all with acid. The boss wasn't on the pre-

mises, so I took it upon myself to send the nips to

the ambulance station, The ambulance man said that I

nad done all he could do,but it might be ae well if L

the kids went up to the hospital & got some ointment.

Off they went. ghey arrived back at school about 3

o'clock, by which time their eyes had stopped sting-

ing, & their faces,although & bright lobster pink,

merely felt uneasy.It's luck the poor silly cows didn't

blind themselves. And they're the sort of dopee I

have to let pandle chemicals. ! i

Phyllis' Dad has borrowed Dad's National Geo%raphic
¥agazines & is highly delighted with them, If Dad can
LY
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get hold of some blind cloth,or similar material,I'll
bind each volume into a proper book so that eventually
he will have a properly bound set. I'11 pay for sthe
gtuff if Dad canket it, but I can't get any round here.
For English "Homework" I have to write a page of desc-
ription of some place or scene. That's going to be pr-
etfy eagy for me, for I can see every pebble round Ki-
ckabel school,& hear the grasshoppers as they hit the
roof at Gin Gin; vyes, & smell the dust at both places,
‘The only trouble is, if I write as I feel, the lecturer
will think I'm overdoing it, because, he'll reckon,
nowhere is as bad as what I'1l describe.
We do hope your lip is better,Mum,, If it's not you
should plague the doctor until he fixes it.  We hope,
too, that Dadh Chip, & the Hill Crowd are well,
Yours Arthur.” . :

Yesterday 1 got this letter & postal notes & starps
for 14/- from Mr, FinnemoTe:=-

“*Bogan St.,Nyngan,June lst., 1945. Dear Mr. Cocking,
Many thanke for those films. Next time you try to get
any try to get super XX cut films.You need not get any
more Hyperchrome green for 8 while as I now have about
5 dozen of them different sizes,but I am terribly
short of Seper XX ., I could also do with a few Veri-
chrome film NO. 116 if you can posgsibly get any at any
time.It's simply amazing the number of photos that must
be made all over the world. Last week I did 440 in 3
nights,% have done 297 so far this week,as well as 30
roll films, quite a busy side line, eh ? Since I lasst
wrote we have had an increase in the family (a girl)

& both are doing well, Am enclosing postal note for
what I owe you, & trust it is the correct amount owing
& am not short-paying you £dr kindness in getting the
material for me. I hope to be going to Sydney next
week for a few days, Again thanking you for what you
have done for me,Yours sincerely J. Finnemore.

P.S. ym putting in a couple of prints of Nyngan showing
the new %owling club & tennis court. If you care to
Join them together you will have & good ides what it
looks like from the. top of the water tower,*

This morning I posted another packet of 116 paper to
Mr. Finnemore,

£
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Thur, June 7, 1945. This morning I paid Wrs, Watts _
2/-for our pension subsCriptions, I went to NewcCastle
put could not get any iIilms nor paper at Kodaks. I got a
an injection in my right arm from sister Grenell., She
thanked me again for the pPresbyterian cookery book, & gsaif
that she had tried one recipe. At Sorbys I bought 2
drills for 6/=, 1 changed the postal notes in Newoastl:
& paid the Colonial Mutual Insurance £ BRI £ 2-12-0

for Fred, I posted a letter to Mr, H. Webster this
evening., To-day we received thig letter from Glad:; -

*lst Avenue, Warrawong tuesday 5Sth June, 1945,

Dear MYum, Yes, here it is at last.We arrived home safely
after having & lovely time with you. We went out to
Nellie White & pPearl last Sunday. Pearl had gone out

witn & girl for a walk, & Jim & Freda were at Wollongong
at a football matoch, so Nellie was on her own.

%e t0ld her you never got the telegram till 8 o'clock .
gt nignht, & in future to ring up if they had anything '
important to tell you Nellie said she had nothing
against you for not coming down, % would tell Florrie whe
when she came home. 8he's in Goulburn for a holi-

day. She took Joy & John with her Lila came home to
housekeep for Les, Melville & Vera, Pearl's husband
was on leave: he expected to be soon sent away; §o he

& the boys accepted & ride on a truck into Brigbane,

The truck was loaded % Denis stood on the side of

the driver, when his haversack slipped.,He moved to

pu; 31 it up further, & lost his footing & fell on the
road. Vhen they picked him up he was unconscious,

80 they thought, They took him to hospital, but he

died at 3 o'clock in the morning from a fractured sk-
ull, so they said, when they held a post mortem, ‘
He died on Mothers! Day, 13th of May. Bob White di- “
ed at 3 o'clock in the morningctoo. It was 5 years

last Sunday week,27th of May. Connie left for

Brispane last Saturday on her way to America.

We're all tip-top, & hope that you,Dad, & Charlie are
alsos I1'11 say good bye & the best of love to you

all from all at Warrawong. Love, Glad., xxxxx,
Please excuse this,as I have Jjust finished ironing &
am in & hurry o get the tea on,n

PEAVEN
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. ‘westher has_been rainy during the
"fﬁi'ii:ng éz§53?é5thgg: g::'geen a ng ?logénat Li-
}Lopg5eik enaek of the town is under water. T -day

To day we received the following letter from Florence:-

"Box 1 5 P.0. Nyngan , 10-6-45. Dear Folks, We
were pleaged to know that you were all well & that
Jose hgd started work agein, Hope that his cold
goon ofgare up properly & he is soon A 1 again.
We are all ppretty well now. I hal a visit to the
‘doc last_week-end. My back had been troubling me
niearly all the time I had that last cold,& it got

: & saw DT.
gso bad on Friday . that I went at night
Forbes. He sald that I had fibrositis, & that if it
didn't clear up I would have to ha:; hogpital tr-
it has Clearee up ter a course
3§t§?§té @§§§3¥; % a bottle of medicine. Now I am
well agein, & so are Robert & Bill, It being Sunday
we have had a pretty quiet day near the fire. It's
been cold & damp nearly a1l the week, & raining
slightly to-day, We don't have too much rain out he
ere, It seldom rains heavily. The weather hae been

real good until the rain came, but it2's gﬁtting

. ldest night of the we€k a man -
%g%ddggghedogntgﬁecgoggﬁtrivgr. Nobody knows the p~

partigulars, except that he was found next day , &
near him were 3 horses & a sulky & a tricycle. I
went over to see hige widow the day after,& I have
seldom seen such poverty. The walls papered with n
newspapers, & bare board floors. The townspeocple «
are taking up a collection for her & her 2 children.
Robert is worrying me all the time to tell you that,
*Daddy went to Cobar last night & I oried, so he
brought me back some 0ld lollies & some pretty lo-
llies. " He hates to see his Dad go anywhere these
days,especially if he is going down the street.Rob-
ert likes to be sitting on the bar of the bike.

e..s. Monday night, I left off writing last night:
thought I might think of -something more to tell you

t.a later 111 haven't much news.
fhdging ﬁy %ﬁgoﬁipgfegs?tyo% a%e having plenty of
rain over there, To-day hes been cold, but no rain.
I got my washing done, & have juet finished ironing;
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go now I won't worry muoch if it raing all the week,.
We went last week to a social for the Church. They N
often have entertainments of this sort here, but we
don't go out much now; it's too cold dragging Robert
out at night. It's hard to imagine Myola street
without auntie May; & I suppose uncle Johnny & Til
do mige her terribly. I have never heard of so many
cards & telegrams as that. Well, it's gact my bed
time-- hope you ald keep well & hegppy-- Cheerio. Love
from us all. Florence."

I PSR T R - al g !
Letbar Trom Fred; -

m

. P2 TR . . o T, B )
To~day Zeith brought down hi

3

"F X 193961, ¥,.Cocking, 2/4 A.G.H. Australia, Sun.

4th June,1945., Dear Joe, Ive, & Kidg,

T was more thanr glad to get your lLetter this worning

© %o kow that Joe was back at work, BARTL 2Var Iy
Shaa g ol0ne T Ioan aegiaoii s to wonder how Mum

& Dad were, because I've only had one letter from ho~
mesknce I got here, & it was written before I left,

As usual you seem to be the mug again, cheasing raw.d
deing everyone else's work as well as your own, 7o
finish wp you'll be making yourself orook apain. It
seems as8 if you're going to be like auntie May used

to be-— always helping slick people; but if you ever
Have occasion to give a dose of castor oil don't do it
the way she used to, & don't get wax out of Wpmeone's
ears as she did, ‘

3y the way you've written about the lady from Boof's
place she seems to be very nice & a good neighbour; so itt
it's the right thing to e, isn't it ?

You won't be able to stone Duff out of there when ths
kid is home, & she'll never be home with next door &
the bike to keep her out She'll certainly cop plenty
for not studying & doing her home work., I was goTTy
to hear about Piockles. I wondered @% his turning in the Y
councll, but spparently this was the reason, I'll bet
the neighbour on the other side never get the sane
treatment;in fact I wouldn't be suTrprised if she
hasn't even shown 1t to you. Anyhow, next time that
she moans about the milko rattling the can it will
be your turn to tell her how the kid bawls .

Be like Mrs, Wallace wasg about Art, I was glal to hear
that Johnno was home,Did you see him thie Xime ? Is

'%GL+Y
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he 8till putting 02 the beef ? & what did he have to say
about the way he found things down home ?

No, I don't remember anything about the Sharpes, but

It11 bet both you & Joe burned the midnight oil talk-

ing with them, Talking about Dad & his hair-cutsg--

I've had mine cut to about half inoh long on top. I

would have had it all cut off, but I saw one poor cow who
did,when I was away,before, & he finighed up with a
sunburnt skull,blisters & all, I'm golng to try to make ii
it grow giraight back, & even if 1t won't it's a bit Cool:

-er, It's by no means a novelty to be walking under the p

palms & have a cocoanut nut drop alongside., I've
drank the milk & eaten +them until I'm Just about
tired of them now. The other day I was riding dowwm
the road in a truck & saw the first wild monkey,

He ran acrogs in front of us ; one of those common
ones, about 18 inches high, with a curly tail .The
mob here said there were > or 4 up a tree just alo-
ngseide the tent, bu although I loocked for a quarter
of an hour I couldn't see them, It is hard to rea-
lize that it is getting cold down there: those swines
of Winter westerlies are going to be hard for me

to take when I'm home for good., I had a letter fom
Reg. David with yours. Apparently he didn't call in
home, He had an extra good time in Melbourne,overs-
taved his holiday, & bis brother put him in the ma
manpower; so he doesn't work there any more, I want
to answer his letter & write to Flo this afternoon
if possible, so I won't write any moTe. The Yanks
Just took our photo, & my baldy head will be promi-
nent. I don't know if we'll be able to get a copy,
but if we do I'1l send it home. I'm sending a photo
that was taken back in Australia; it's pretty horr-
ible, but perhaps Mum would like it. All the best.
Fred,®

I have written the following verses:-
The New Cat Language.

5ir, Once a.gain let me complain

gf some broadcasting creatures

who mar the tongue 1 learned when young
?

nd mutilate ite féatures.

pYAVES
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Some, day & night, with great delight<& manner super-
Turn years to "yurs" when this occurs ( cilious, N
Would not it make one bilious ?

If years are "yurs" fears must be furs.
To keep one warm when ohilly;

And if time's "tame" 1lime must be lame;
Which makes the 1anguage 8illy !

No cultured man,since time began--

No Menzies, Ward, or Howellg--

Would call 0 “eow“ like cats that meow,
Yor maim the other vowels.

What's wrong with O I want to know,
That it should suffer mauling

By Oxford hounds until it sounds
Like feline vaterwauling ?

Young boys, I fear, now nightly hear
(Likewise their 1ittle sistersf

The stilted speech,which I impeach,
0f haughty English—twisters.

No lettered Lang calle going "gang®
NoTr makes his diction dismal

Through stupid pride too huge to hide,
Nor ignorance abysmal,

Hig speech is slow,as hearers know,
But free from frills & flounces,
Unlike the tribe which I describe,
"ho mincingly announces.

Tneir shower is "sghah",& power is fpaht, ) -
While theatre is "thetter®, v . :
And, not content with this, each gent

Omits a final letter.

Thus air is “ai'*, & fair ig #fai'¥
To vandals of their kidney,

While suTe ig "shaw', & poor is "paw®, ;
And "Sydngy" stands for Sydney.
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Begides all this it gives some bliss

To mangle English daily;
So war is "waw', & sore is "saw®,
And really is *raillay ¢

Some preachers,too, have much to de
kire they can sink each mocker

Of drawls & groans & pulpit~tones
To Davy Jones's locker,

What moral might or regsl righ t

Have those highbrow broadcasters

To bring to naught the language taught
By erudite schoolmastere ?

Those gtilted jays should mend their ways,
For though I'm but a navvy ,

I like to hear,distinct & clear,

A language I can ‘'sgavvy',

So,Fie, for shamé !,I say !'Their game

Should stop & be forgotter;

Thelr stuck-up style is more than vile--

It's absolutely rotten \ Nl wnreds  poqs,

Fri. June 15, 1945, 7h. following letter came from BlOX¥

159 Tregory Terra ce, B Tisbane9-6-45, =~ Dear Folks,

I was particularly sorry to hear of the passing of
aunty May, as, although she may have been a bit rough,
% ready BIX in some Trespects I'm sure she was always
gincere (did her very best for us all, Net enly that,

1l feel that she was very valuable company for Mum & Dad;
& of course I am sorry too for her own family, who must
miss her immensely, On the other hand, news of s0 many
visitore, including Jack, Glad, Art,the Bob family &
all the kiddies made good reading, & I hope that even
with them gone there is still no "moping! on the home
front. News of Joe's return to work was also Vvery we:
come & I wasg very interested to hear of our budding
noultry farmers, I wrote a long letter to Fred last
Monday, & 1t is my guess that he isg at Morati, but the
censor unfortunately deleted portion of his ilettet
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which may have given a clue, I felt compelled to men=-
tion aunt May's death , as he would have eventually N
learned of it, & previous silence would then be inde-
fensgible, In any. In any case I Ielt that he should
know, & that his worries for mome are almost wholly
occasioned by the thought that you in turn worry, & it
was along these lines that I wrote to .him, Dbesides of
course giving him the local gossip. Since last writing
we have had an almost continuous spell of wet weather
here, which started on about the 19th of May when we
were down to the Bay on a fishinf trip, Things otherw-
ise have been pretty good, & I am well set up in my new
office & still very busy.
You will be surprised to know that I had a letter from
Ray Bone on Monday, & that he is the manager of La-
ckerstein's in Capperdown ., This firm is associated with
the Producers Distributing Society, which is an enor-
mous oTganisation ; © the P,D.8. has decided to form
a large engineering organisation for the construction
of buildings & the manufacture of machinery for iteelf
& associated industries . I was quite flattered when
Roy told me he had promised the general manager to co=-
ntact me & inquire if I would be interested in takig
charge of the neéw preject at a salary of not less than
£ 800 p.a& At the moment I have not committed myself

in any way, but have written fo r further particulars.
However, there is just & possibility that I will be back
in Sydney sooner than expected, Next week-~end being
the king's birthday holiday, we are going down to Bur-
leigh Heade again, but it may be a bit coel for swimming,
but enjoyable nevertheless. I hope you are all feeling
fit now after your long Tun of bad luck, Cheerio, Wal."

We also got this from Phyllis:-

"106 Illawarra Road, Marrickville,1l2-6-45. Dear Mum &
Dai, This is the last time that we'll be putting the a
above address on our letters, as we are moving camp age
ain this week-end, The previous occupants of the house
are coming back owing te the ill health of Mrs. Rowe's
mother, Mrs, Roose senior resides here at Marrickville,
She is a widow, & as Mr, Rose was her enly child she

is wholly dependent on him % his wife in times of
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sickness, It appears that the old lady has Brightte di-
pease & has completely lost the use of her legs. She is
to undergo an operation at the end of the montu,ghich
may result in the amputation of one of her feet,

Mrs, Rose junior feels that it is her duty to care -
0T her mother-in-law although she will be tied down
cuite a fair bit. The old lady will be coming here to
live as soon as she comes out of hospital, as there are
3 bedrooms in this house, & Mre. Rese will ve able te
devote more time to her if she is staying under the

" game roof as the old lady. We will make & temperary
home with Mum & Dad. I say temporary because I am
optimistic in regards to the house next door to this,
The folk there are waiting for a relative's house to
be puilt (tuilding operations have commenced, I believe)

We have been promised the house next door, &« I feel
sure we will be in it before next Summer, Arthur &
Vum will pot be comimg to Newcastle for the holiday we
eek-end , as that will be next week-end & we will Dbe g-
etting settled at lum & Dad's house. We have decided,
however, that it would ve better to wait until the Augm
ugt holidays which will commence in about 9 weeks +time.
Arthur Mum & Doreen would then travel up together, &

Lam stay for a week, which would be.quite a change for
ber. I would look after Dad fer that week, &, when
Mum returned, travel jp en my omn & etay»the laet week
& return with Arthur & Doreen, If thege srrangements
would be convenient for you we can make final arrange-~
nents at a later date, The Engliebh sailer cousin
arrived in Sydney agsain last week, He brought 2 of bhis
pals out one evening to meet Mum & Dad. Dad said it
seened that they were entertaining the British fleet,
se my cousin is on a cruilser,one of his pale a destrove

m & the other an aircraft oarrier. Yougcan imagine the

i varied & exciting tales that were told that night.
How are Flo.Bill & Robert getting on? I really mast try
to write to them in the near future. Goodnesa knowe
when I'11 be seeing them again. I don't suppose it will
ve 2t Ohrigtmas unless they call in on their wey to Ne-
wca gtle, I am enclesing a recipe which I think you
will find acceptable in these days of butter & egg sho-

rtages,¥um & I have made the cake a few times,& it hLas
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he:n & success each time, We baked it in a long cake-~tin
% it was quite nice cut down in slices & spread with a .
little butter, It is very much like one of those fruit
rolls you buy in the shops. Well, folks, I am afraid
there is no more news just now, Give our leove to all at
Lome, We are all keeping well, although Doreen is reco-
vering from a heavy cold, Her spirite, however, have not
been dampened by it, she is just as wild as ever,
Cheeric for now. Love frem Arthur,Doreen & Phyllis, "

Thie is the recipe for the Brownie Cake:-

One cup mixed fruit, 1 cup sugar, 2 cups plain flour,

1 cup water, 1 tablespoon dripping,l teaspoon carb, soda,
half teaspoon spice essence & salt.

Yethod; -

Beil fruit,dripping, water & sugar. When cool add spice
flour & carb., sods & salt., Grease tin, & cook in g
mocderste oven for 3 quarters of an hour.

Gur address in future will be 15 Charles Street, Xarr-
ickville,

Sat, June 16 1945, Last Thursday I got sn injection
in my left arm from sister Grenell,who has not vet gone
from the hospital. I could not get any paper nor film

from Kodaks. I bought 4 packets of plain flour for
Yum,as flour is shert. Jlesterday I paved the floer
of & vortion of the fowl Trun with bricks, & plated out
¢0 onion plente., Charlie has put & chain in my old
gilver watch that my father evidently bought of Mr.

Regenberg at Kadina & gave me, The watch muet be about

100 years old, but it hae not been used very much.

Lary June 2%, 1945. Last thursday & to-day I got
injeegiony from sister Crenell., I could not get any
“1lms nor na~exr at Kodaks, but I could have bought
photographic nlates there, I bought Spounds of mille-
t seeds 2t Noyes' shop in Newcastle for 1/-. This
afternoon I ocought 2/2 worth of fowl feed from Owens.

- 5 T aTe
n Yesterday Bill Purﬁ% gent me a book entitled "MerT

by
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chantmen At War," It is "the official gtory o1 the
verchant Navy 1939 to 1934.%

76 have received the following letter from Florence::

"oKyngan £e-6-45, Dear Yother & Dad, Lhen I recerved
your last letter so goon after your reply I had inte-
nded to follow your example £ -agnswer promptly tco,
out somehow the time has slipped by % .. an afraid it's
a bit longer than usual, I haven't f&lt too wmuch 1-
lke writing lettere this week; my eals have been wol-
‘Tving me agai n, or I should say that my ear has bes,n,
"I went to the doctor last Sunday, & he doesn't zeen
to know much about the subject ; anyhow I didn't wo
back there, & was very tempted to hop in the trapn &
come home & see & good specialiest, I was wishing that
Bill hed been home to talk it over with him. He came
home to day, & there isn!'t much to talk over now, eixcens
that what was troubling me is Just about right.
Something which might have been a boil bumet last ni-
ght, & since the ear has discharged the pain hasg just
about gone, If it does recur I'1l rrobably take the
trip to Dubbo, as I don't want another 3 monthe like
I had last winter.Vow that that lititle episode is over
all 3 of us are well as usual., Hope you are =all st-
i11"™in the pink." Thie is our third day of rain,it's
very continuoug, tut it will make our cauliflowers
grow: they are very tall, although they haven't any
hearts yet. Besides them we have onions,carrots, pars-
nipe shallots, cabbage, & spinach, Thevy are all com-
ing on well. Spinach & turnips we are using., we ha-
ven't any flowers out yet,except viclas like pansies,
but several are in bud. '
Porry to hear of the boil, Dad,; if you get toc many
po & see if the doctor will give you something for
them--sulpha diazone ( I think that is the spelling)
is very good; it cured me of boils in the earg in 2
days; but you must have a doctor's prescription. They
are 6d, eéach,but you only need about 10,1 think, to
effect a cure, We are gtill waiting for Fred's letter,
Perhaps he is a bit like me & keeps putting it off.
&s_gad abput pearl White's husband,wasn't i
%Eey Beéh totgave had a fair share of bad lucklin?rem

cent yeares I suppose Pearl wil .
th Nellie again 3§ P will come back & live wi-
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I hope Connie Bob gets a better reception +than sonme .
of the girls going over: they are nretty disavpointed
according to the papers., Well, Bill has my bath reay,
& I hate a cold bath (it's too wet to go hunting ou-
tside for more wood) so I'll say cheerio.Good night.
Love from us all P.8. Thanks for the tip about’ the
rationed goods. I'1ll inquire here. Florence,*

We also received tnis from Fred:-

" X 193961 Pte, F. Cooking,E/A A.G.H. Australla.

I am sorry that I have kept you waiting for a letter
for so long, but since ~ lasgt wrote there have been
ne postal facilities available, hence it was useless
wZiting. You must have put up some good arguments

4 a lot of time to get the o k te run poultry even
now I suppose that you get an occasienal growi

There would be no uBe in you sending anythlng,because,
as you say, it wouldn't keep; & besides the grub is
on the improve & should shortly be good agein. Ve
had real calm weather coming over, & apart from the
uwual few who knew beforehand that they would be sick,
it was a real nice trip for everyone. Wal wrote te—
1lling me that aunt May had died, & that you told him
not to let me know, but really,although she was a Tesl
good scout, it was no sheck te me, as she has been 8-
ick seo 1ong, & 1f she felt at all well she had to go
out, & didn't like being idle a minute, I den't
know whether Walgteld you about his offer of a Sydney
Jeb er net, or that Reg, David is no longer working
for his brether, Ir would be nice for you if he &
wal beth finished up werking there, wouldn't it ?

It muet have been like Christmas having everyone at
home (except Flo & Bill) , but you never told me any
news about them; but ag soon as I get time I'llwrite
to them all & so get their news firet hand. It's
nraftiocally dark & there is very poer light, so I'1l1l
finish now & write semething decent at the first cha-
nce, It's good to know that Joe & his family are
well, & you & Dad too. Thig will at least let you .

know that I'm o k., You never said if you got a pb-
oto I sent you. So long, Fred.*"
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Fri, June 29, 1945. This .morning I wrote a note ho Mr. Fi

J.Finnenore asking him whether pldtes will suit him
instead of films.,nCold weather,

Sat. July 7, 1945.L"ast Thursday, got an injection from
sister Grenell,She thanked me Mr,»Evans fir our don-

ations to the collection that was made for her coming
wedding. I bought a 5/32 drill for 11} at paynter' s,
& 5 lbs. of willet seeds for 1/- at Woyes's shop.

I paid Vrs. Watts 2/- & posted the Life Of Franses

-~

,yillard to Robert purdy.I paild Miss Smith at Giles's

/ 11/~ for doctor Opitz. The papers are full of
reports of the death of John Curtin,prime minister,
¥r, Ford is now in Vurtin's place in the Federal par-
liament., We have received this letter from Arthur:-

"15 Yharles “t, Sunday ( July 3 1945, Year Folks,
Curley can Jjoin the Refhabites as a Juvenile,subject
to Joe & Ivy giving proof of her age & the fact that
she is in good health, As far as I can ascertain fr-
om our rule book the cost is only 6d. per guarter, b
but I don't believe it: I must have misread things
somehow, As far as I know the Jjuveniles have regular
meetings, & attendance at these would be a good thing
to develop Curly socially.  waeu sué readhers buo upe
the age of 16 ghe can anply for adult membership,which
will cost her about 15 bob per quarter. The older

a pergon is (after 16) at the age of joining, the gr~
eater the cost per quarter, I Joined at 20, & I pay
£ 1-3-7. Phyllis joined at 16, & she paid 15/3. The
Rechabites seem a pretty fair mob to deal with. You
remember when I had the flu in Newcastle the year bve-
fore last ? Well,besides getting my scheol pay for

the week, I received 3/6 a day from the lodge.

I feel like the village idiet fer speaking so sharply
to the laundry people when I was last home, You must
feel a bit dopy about it too,but, as you say, Sewell

& Wighams & the Newcastle Steam Laundry people are
pTretty lax in their methods.., Anyhow it's good you
have the costume. Your comments on my little sweet-
heart, Mum, are what I call fighting words, Fanoy
suggesting that eur little girl is so wild that she'd
be likely to walk off the train ! Oh ne, our kids

2653



,60'
don't do things like that, Yours might have done that,
& other fellows' might, but not ours, Doreen is a
good nip, so good in fact that I take her out on my °
own from time to time., 8She & I went to Congress to-
gether last Sunday afternoon, & sghe was a little
lady ! We want to write to Fred; eo will you send
us hie address, please ? Thanks. Hew is your lip 1-
ately, Mum ?You mugtn't neglect it, you knew,
And how are Dad & Bharlie getting on ? pPretty well,
we hope, Phyll & the Witheridges send their love,.
The nip is in bed, so she won't be sending her's
Just now, She'll see you next month. 4rthur, "

This ie Just a little P S. We are very anxious to buy
doreen a dell's pram, but although we have looked ev-
erywherek made various inguiries, so far we have failed
to locate ene, I remembered just Tecently that Daphne
has a little pram, & was wondering if ghe would be w-
illing to sell it .I really mean sell-- & not as a g-
ift, Would you please have a little word with Ivy ab-
out it ? You can let me know in your next letter,

I bet poor old Dad was "hauled ever the coalsre the
missing costume, Never mind; all's well that ends well.
See you all sometime in the future. Love, pPhyllis,®

We also received this letter from Walter :-

"159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane 29-6-45. Dear Folks.
When I last wrote we were experiencing very heavy &
prolonged rain up here,as you will have Tread, it
eventually flooded Nerthern N,S.W. towns, However,
after some cold Westerlies during the last couple of
weeks, we are now having excellent weather ,although
the nights are cold.

I wrote to Fred a few weeks ago,as also did Reg. David,
& Reg, had a letter frem him a couple of days ago.

Ag expected, Fred mentioned the fact that censorship
had prevented him frem writing earlier, He is evide-
ntly quite well, but somewhat tired of tinned foods,
although he expects that to improve shortly. If you
have not heard from Fred yet I'm sure it won't be lo-
ng before you or I do. Merotai, by the way, ie the.
most Northern island of the Halmahera's.,

1 have had no further information regarding the Syd-
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ney job, excent that Ray Bone is getting further det-
ails for me, In the meantime, we are to be paid for
saturday mornings in future, & my living allowance has
at last been restored. ork is s8till very busy, th=
ough, & to-morrow morningI may go down to Southnort
to inspect some steam & hot water plant for purchase,
in which case I'll probably stay down at the coast
for the week end, Five of us went down te Burleigh
Heads for the king's birthday week-end, & had an exc-
ellent time, You will be surprised to know that the
water was very nice for swimming, being by no means

“to0 cold, Your last letter wasvery welcome, parti-
‘cularly as everybody answeree the roll-call with *4l11
nTresent & corr4ct,sir," Evidently Joe is his old

gelf again after his leng sickness,. You seem to ha-
ve missed my point with regard to Fred -- hie chief
concern would seem te be that you worry about him,
Naturally he would want to know all the news from hone,
whether good or bad, but as with most people away fr-
om home, he is anxious that he personally should cau-
se€ no worry or anxiety, Anyhow,it's good to hear

of everybody being well down thee, as I too am,
Peease let me know if you can ever use some morTe cash,
Enclosed £5, Cheeric, Wal,"

Yegterday we received this letter from ¥lorence:-

"Nyngan, Sunday, 1=7-=45. Dear lMother 4 Dan,

Tell, i1t looks as thought the trip home is off for the
preésent,anyway, My ears are not so bad now that I cen't
wait until Uhristmas ,& unless they do become painful
again, I'11 walt & perhaps cee a doctor over there if
this fungus business isn't cleared un, I am pretty o-
ertain that it won't be, I don't think the doctor he-
re knows anything about it., I am using an ointment #
that he prescribed for me, & that, I hope, will nrev-
ent any boils, but as for using the drops (rectified
spirits of wine) ,I am afraid that my ears are too
tender for that, & I think they will need treatment
first 1ike I had last time You remembeér he gave me
some treatment in the surgery before I used the drons,
& ¢ tonink that I need that treatment again., but I'11

leave 1t awhile because now, as I said befor, I haven't
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any nain. Long Journeys dontt anpeal to me much this
cold weather, & ,as vou know, I am pretty hard to DU
u~ with wihen lt's cold.;so I ‘horne I naveu't got to
inflict my presence on you agzain tiis dinter, It
takes Bill all his time to put up with me sometimes.
He pays he'll send me home to other; but I tell hin
you won't have me:! so he has to put up with me ovecase
he promised "for better or worge' & you didn't,
Robert & I have had a pretty quiet day, or perhaps H~
ooert's day haesn't been so quiet, as he went to

*athony Walker's birthday party thls afternoon. That
is Rebert!s 7th since he came out here, & he will be
having his own party on Wednesday; so that's a pre-
tty good record, Valerie is away for the week-eand,
% Bill weat to oourke yesterday. It's a great custow
out here to have birthday parties, & of course Robert
doesn't like to be left out., We are asking about 14
kiddies: it's Just a emall affiéir,, but I think Bill
would have liked to be here to see Robert's first
partye I had a letter from Krs. Smith during the
week, & she is moving into a house in Kerr street this
week-end, & seened very glad that she didn't have to
take the house in Hamilton. I am glad that you got
vour regs pack again, but I can't see how you were
5 nlame for the mistake.. It has been a veautiful
day here, but vesterday morning wae very cold: it's
tie worst morning I have ever known in HNyugan,
You Temembel the plicture show you went to over here--
well it's for sale at 2 800. ¥r. Stallard, the owner,
nes bLeen 111 & in hospital for monthsg, which is the
reason for his wanting to get rid of it, but so far
T haven't heard of anyone wanting it. Oour landlady,
“iss SBimons, 1is in hospital, as she frequently is,(
with a cancer of the stomacn) but this time the doc-
tor gives little hope for her. He thinks she will
only live a few :sonths at the most..
well, itts ped time, so I'1l say cheerio, -- Love frT
om Florenov.
P.3. No, Yother, I don't think the baths affect my
gars,"
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satélJuly.7, 1945. C¥ontinued, Last 7edneesday 7 gold
3’ & ei(‘itrlq pl(r;‘k—up ftfo ¥Tr. J. Lawson of 61 Roe “street
“7yfff 3 fqr {5/—. ke came on Thursday night & gave
2 :éu cheque for the amonunt, He works in an off%cez
gho;tgs;t & Lloyd'sg, but is expecting to be shifted
* Yum's pension & mine have been raised rom
£ 2-9-6 ner fortnight each to £ 3-0-6 each ,

Tues, July 17, 1945. Ivy has Teceived the follesing
letter frem Fred:;- a

n N X 193961 F.Cocking 2/4 A.G.H. Australia, lst July
1545, Dear IVvy, I'm sorry te have te dislllusien you
about the address. It was written by ene ef the fell-
ae in that phote I sent.. I had ne pen & I weuldn't
uge his feuntain pen, so he did it fer me: anyhow the
only "fairy lecks" would have been a very brunette
brunette ef the genues knewn as "koong'". As thinge
have quietened down considerably I can tell you, wi-
thout being afrgid that you'll werry toe much, that
I'm now in N.V. Berneo, but regulatiens stop me frem
gaying much mere than just that. I had a letter fr-
cm Reg. David the ether day: I can't help thinking
ef the state he was in. You know, I suppose, that he
wrete to me while in bed with a boil er ulcer on his
shovlder, He wrote it with bie left hand, & it would
have taken Sexton Blake all hie time to decipher it,
I haven't heard any more from Wal,& I'm anxiously wa-
iting te¢ hear of any developments about the Sydney g-
hew, 1 suppose that yeu peeple are too: it will aff-
ect you more than me. I know hew he'd Trather be there
than at Brigbane, & if the manpower don't stop hi a1 I
think that that's where he'll finish up. I am g« -
ing some of the Jap meney that was used here: a 10
cent for each ef the kids., I have geme more of other
valuee which I'11l send home to Dad when I write next,
Neaxrly every day there's a stack ef lecals wanting te
barter it or pine-spples & bananae for whatever they
can get from matches or tebacce to tinned grub.
The trouble is that although we get too much tinned
stuff it's always dighed up on the plate,& so we never
gfthggignbreken tin to swap, Just another ingtance

1 l.S what each other wants, but ne way ef making

& level sgwap, I got a letter from Joe to-day, & I'm

3657



64,
glad to hear that he's prectically e k ,but I didn't
know that he's been learning how te be a farmer,or t--
ket he skinned his heel in the attempt. Keith seems
tc be & very prececieus sert of lad; in fact, if you
ask me,he knows mere than the rest f you all put
together: Wal included,,whe altheugh I'd tecld hinm
previeusly, had to be teld a second time before he'd
believe it, Before we'd got off the boat some nig-
gare in canoes came cut to meet us & I thought we
were going to see some queer looking things. Théir
heads were practically sbhaved, but a little patch had
been left & was about 6 inches long, but they were
the only ones I've geen like that, & now they geem
to be fairly intelligent witih nething unusual te di-
stinguish them from any ether "beongs', You never
ezid enything about the type or design of the house
that ATt wae contemplating,ner the cest, or who's go-
ing to erect it. It seeme to me that if he hed a yam
te¢ Chip it wouldn't do any harm, er maybe you & Joe
could talk itover with bim, I'm alwaye & Dit afraid
that he has Johnnée's bad luck, & , like Lim,will
XXoome the prevervial in Jehnno!s usual language.
The photo wesn't & good ene, but it did no harm to
send it., They're all good fellas & the chaps I woelk
with, The young snowy head, incidentzlly, wrete the
address, Thig seeme gbout all for new, se I'1l fi-
nieh up, Look after yourself, Fred.*

We have received thig from Florence'!-

"Box 15 Nyngen 10-7-4%5, Dear Mother & Dad,
Firet of all I must thank you for the birthday gifts
thet arrived.We haven't decided yet what we shall buy,
out Robert suggeets keeping his wntil we go to New-
czetle & then buyving a cowboy suit,a tent,.& a gun,
He wae Very pleased with the book you sent to-day,
Dad,%& although he was given 10 ploture books for his
birthday, he seened to get more fun looking at the
pictures in thie one; his main intereet is that “Dad
sent it " nyhow, it will come in useful for him later
on. Don't blame me for that letier being posted minus
a_8%t .. While g was looking in the box fer mail Rebert
glipp it in the letter bex. He always carries your
letterg down & pestsn them, but I generally keep stamps
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Eikgd to et some gnaps, but Valerie
filr, so we had to mies that oot
ik

T owould heve

¢4 to send spne over o
1 Aﬂist for you:to losk
: "Ver if T didg

o

cenGing
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integ ot hink tney wes 2
g vou 5re not Verv 2o od
¢ them over } thaet you can gee 1
~ ¢ niechiefl that young rascal g;anuamn
Feo o has good fun now with his Dike; he
.

t2e Lt at 211 until hie birthday. Waen I W
tnoride it ne would ssy that it-w&an”t his
LAnvhow, ncw T think that it wasn®t Jjust
AN &Y. The 1it le girl, I hed bﬁﬂ»ﬁr # )
~rerlly  Young. She is a dear little kidﬂi@, e
ough she doesn't look so goed in the snaps., 3he come
u~ at lunch time on the day of Robert's party % went
nome the next morning. She will be /4 in Octobs
2111 18 out to-night at a practice for a concer
I
t

the men of the church are putting on this Thu
ight in the Town Hall. There are othel items laai
it will be mainly the dialogue & songse by the men,
of ceurse he must ge to that. If there is an account
in the lecal paper I(11 send it on. we had a lete
ter from Fred the other day. He was well, althouyn T
ﬁon“t think there was any news much, éﬁ?eni that ne
tad plenty to occupy his time; certa;nlv enough 3o e
able to enjoy his sleep at nlgnt. There ien't gnv
startling news to tell you, so I'll close dowmn,
Rope that you are well., Cheerio, Love from ug all &
nany thanks. Florence,
P.S. Had £10 offered me for my wedding drecs the other
night, 0

Tuesday continued,) I nav received the following let-
ter from Yuir Hcl um & Marjerie Pizer



T4 ’ . .
#o/oDept of Pest War Reconstruction, 203 8ollinsSt.,
Melbourne.ll-7~45. Dear Mr. Cocking. D
We - are returning herewith a number of your poems that
we will be unable to use.Our work on the anthology
has been cconsiderably prelonged owing to the necessity
for much additienal & careful research. We are heping,
however, that the book will be ready by Christmas & «
as soon asg we have cempleted our final draft, we shall
Teturn the rest of your poems to you.With kind regards,
Yours fraternally, Marjerie Pizer Muir Helburn.!

The poems Teturned are;- "I Wonder.¥ *"Anzac Drivel,®
"New Year's Noises." WA Good Example.® "At The
Gate," "Are You Oontented ?7.% #The Class~Struggle
Continues, *"What Is Class-Consciousness 7.%* .
Pengieners, ® "What Is Prohibition ?7.%

"What Is An Empire 7." "Foolish Man."  "we'll
Take Qur Own Again.® ¥The Workers." "What Is
patriotiem 7. M “why BLogge Should Be Audacious.*
WEe Extreme." " What Is Capitalism ?." "What Is_
Socialism ?." "The Soldier's Lament.%_  "What
Socialiem Is Not,"  #Let 014 Oraft-Unions Be Forgot."
"Empire Day." "How To Rob & Feel A Nation."

“The infernal Sack." “Sleep On & Take Your Rest.!
"Six Hours." " Do You Know ?7."

They still have "To Mothers," "Circumstances 4Alter
Cases." "A Millioenaire's Pengion." "A Jingo'g Jer-
enmiad.® VA Collier'sg Life." "4 Wage-Slave's Life."
"To Social Parasites." YA Shirker's Life." "New
Yeart s Nonsenge," :

Fri. July 20, 1945. I went in yesterday as usual &
got an injection in my right arm from sister Grenell.
I paid Mrs Watts 2/- & now owe only 2/- each for the
year, Yesterday week I caught a cold through being
wet & cold, but I am now almost well again. This
evening I got a certificate from doctor Onitz for the
Gardeners's lodge, & posted it to Mr. Jones. Lagt We-
dnesday I_.posted a verichrome 116 film to Yr. Finne-

“ore. To-day we received the following letter from Fred:- ,
"N X 193961 Pte. F, Cocking.E?d.A.G.H. Xﬁstralia.
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nTues, July lo, 1945. Dear Folks I can take a hint,

& as a matter of fact it does look better. ‘By the t
time you get this you should already know, from the 1-
etter I sent to IVy, that I'm in N.W. Borneo; & where
I was before that shouldn't be hard to work out; in
fact by the letter I had from you to-day you seem to
knew as much as I do myself. Up till just lately
we've not had to put stamps on the letters, No stamps
available didn't mean exactly that, becauge although
there were stampe there was no BeIneo cash; & although
7o had plenty of a different gort of foreign money we
might Just as well have been broke. However, the
canteen gave us tick, & as there's no other place to
spend money we were just as well off without it.

It seems strange that although we kiow the value of
the money & how m any dollars go to the pound, we just
‘don't seem to know the spending power or value we
should get.T hope that I'm not so long away that I'1l
fcrget what a "coupla Lob" should buy. Being here
meang an extra 9d. a day ; so I'm drawing 9/3 a day

what a phenominal screw ! No wonder "Fati' keeps

getting fatter, is it ? Don't think I'm moaning —-
far from it. I've been in much worse places & lived
under mich ~orse conditions. In fact 1t's very ple-
asant here now, e have moved out of the tents into

a house; a nice clean dlace, built on stilts,with a
veranda apout 10 x 12 (where I'm sitting now Writing
this) & one other room about 20 x 16 wheTe a.out 6 of
ug sleep. The workshop is underneath, « we've man-
aged to rig up quite an effective electric light.

I Just filled my recently acquiTred fountain pen: it's
handy, ut it needs a bit of attention. I got it sec~
ond-hand, btut it'll come good -~ no, don't send ue
one.A Chinesg his wife & a couple of kids lived here
before us, 4 ,although I don't think it needed it,
-we've sprayed & fumigated it about a dozen times; so
it should be clean., 1I§m in real good nick: noething
the matter with me, you know how glad I am that ev-
ery one down there is the same. I wrote to Flo, but
she hasn't answered yet, so I didn't know that her earsg
had been creok again. It's nearly time for lights
out, so I811 have to finish, but I have to write to
Joe firgt chance I get; so anything I've missed to-
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night I'11 put in it. There's only one thing :0t mg
tricked I was terribly surprised to see the monogranm
on the envelope you sent: either you're getting very
loyal or the shortage of everything is Tesponsible..
8ti111, ~ was very glad to get it. Thirteen days to get
here geems a bit too much, doesn't it ? especially
when other fellows are getting them in 3 or 4 days,
I'11 enclese in this a few Jap notes upmto one dollar,
S0 far I haven't been able to get a 5 or 10 dollar
note, put if I do I'1ll send it to you.

I mentioned in a previous letter to you how sorry I
was to krnow about aunt May, but actually it never ca-
me as a shock, because I 'd expected it for seme ti-
me., knowing how sick she has been lately.
Thanks for the air-mail stickers. I have neither time
nor room for any more. So leng. Look after yourself,
Fred,
Fred had enclosed Jap notes of the following values:
Yne cent; five ‘cents; ten centsg; Iifty cents; & one
dollar. All are printed in English,

" Wed, July 25 1945, To~day we received this from Walter-

# 155 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane 23-7-45., Dear Folks,

I am rather late in writing, but there has, in fact,
been very little to write about. Life here id quite
pleasant, as usual, I am not overwerked, I am well pa-
id & I have pretty well everythein I need-- so that's
not too bad all reund, is it ? You toe seem te be
keeping well, which is very nice to know. ; thus vpe-
rhaps with the exception of Mum'e & Dad's sore eyes

& Flo's sore ears , all of which apparently have now
passed., The weather here is very pleasant lately &

I expect that the same applies 1o Newcastle.

At the moment I am sitting at home listeaing to a 1it-
tle "Micky lMouse" wireless which Reg. David has
kindly given me the use of. 8ince last writing to you
I have had a letter from Fred, & he is evidently quite
well & getting very brewn. In my Teply I impressed

on him the desirability of letting me knew ef anything
which could be of any use to him; this would be more
Convenient than sending things from down there, but
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go far he hasn't asked for anything. However, I exp-
ect a letter any day now . Still no news to hand of
that new jebs with P D S in sydney, but a new chap
named °mith ( forme:ly Mayer Smith) has started here
& is assisting me., & MelpouTne is now seriously cons-
idering my transfer, They are also considering put-
ting me on the permanent staff, which I don't mind b~
ecause I can always leave in any case if want to.
The car has been losing power lately, so I took it to
the garage thig morning & they may have to fit a
new set of rings, Cheerio for the present -- hope
you are all well. Youre Wal,"

I have finished concreting the floor of the fowls
house, & have planted some gTrape Vvine cuttings near our
eastern fence,

Sun.A™g.5 1945.Last thursday week & last Thureday

I got injectiong frem sister Grenell  but she is to

ve st the heepital only another week., . Cn Thur,~b6th

I went te Mr, Williams' heuse fer the ledge cheque, vut
the girl ceuld net find it. Mr, ¥illiams brought it

2 few daye afterwards. I gzot a certificate frewm doctor
Onitz on the BR¥d,20th eof JUYly.

Y:gterday we received the following letter from Florence:-

"Nyngan 30-7-~45. Dear Mother & UYad, HNoew what have you
been saying abeut me ? I'm sure it's not very compli-
mentary, so we'll skip it. I'11 ad~it you nave had
reagon to growl a bit : I have been nretty leng-winded
this time. It's a long story. Firet of all ny ears
trouble me pretty often still; so I made an appsisitaent
to see a docter in Dubbe last Friday week, I caught ¢
the Bourke train on which Bill was returning, & se tihs
family had the week-end in dubbe, returning on Nonday.
L ast night was the cencert I speke of, ' so I thought
I weuld wait &£ 80 be able to tell you all avout that,
* send the local paper over with the account of 1t at
the same time., anyhew, there was noe wmention of the
Cencert in the T, j ; ;
painful again &pggewritiggtaég pgé §§§§e"§§§1§fett}
Yesterday they commenced to discharge again & now are
oTetty easy..Thne docter said it will take a leng time
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te heal them. I wasn't very satis ied with his treat-
#EEX ing them . I think deCtet p&rret understands the
trouble better than any of them. We were disappointed
tnat I had net taken the trip heme, }y eyves had been
troubling me for a week befere I went down,% he treat-
ee tnem & gave me & pretty thnerough test . He said
I need glaeses, anyhow I have the prescription for tne
em , but I'll get them when I Treally have te. He se~
ems to be much more interested in eyes than ears alth-
guzh he specialises in beth.

‘ell the concert was a great success —-the Dest ever
been in Nyngan was the verdict of mest peeple. The co-
ncert party will be getting a few trips to the surro-
unding places to put it en there, The same afterno-on
that I nad made arrangements to go te dubbe I had a 1-
etter from Clive Werley saying that she bhad been app-
ointed tnere, Anyhew, I had made arranoements to stay
at the Ypub", vut we went & saw her on. the “unday af-
terncon., 3he looked pretty well, & the quarters there
is a levely brick place--looks pretty new to me, Her
district, she says, extends right out through Bourke
to the Queensland berder, & with ne cenveyance & all
their collecting te do , she is pretty werried. She
wanted a loan of Bill's car, but I haven't seen it vy
yet since we came 16 Nyngan. Noew I think I have said
enough abput us fer a whi.le. How are you all ? I 1iXe
hope Dad's celd is all right again, & that Jeose & Ivy
are well by now., I inteaded giving you a ring to-
night, but Valerie had to work back 4 of course I
couldn't leave Robert in tne house alone., It's Bill's
week away. Thenks fer the message re the sailer, lo-
ther, I think Bill will write some day although he &
doesn't know thename. He got word some time ago that
his stepfather had married again, but he is not sure
that it is correct, A l1ad frem Bourke visited his peo-~
cle in ®ngland some months age & sent the message
home. d@w are you liking poultry-farming ? De you
get out early in the morning & feed the ochooks,Dad 7
You ask about the Rees's ,Mother —-- ne they haven't 1~
eft nere although ¥rs, Rees wouldn't mind it 1f they
were trangferred to-merrow, but Mr, Rees is gqulte hap-
ny here, ¥rs, Rees still comes up every week when
Bill ie in Bourke, !she ie very dependable, & we still
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Since I left home I've had 2 different sorts of money
, & although we may have tons of one sort it's useless
in another country until arrangements are made to have
it changed. I left Aus. with about £ 8 , & at the fi-
rst stopping place it was about 3 days we were without
having it changed into dellars wortn 3/4 % each, Then
when we got here we were about a fortnight getting
then changed into a different sort of a dollar; this
time worth only about 2/11. That's why I szid that we
_ticked everything up, & that we may as well have been
brokae. I've just been forced to shift from the vera-
ndah, where I was writing this, vecause it's raining
Cats &% dogs. It was nice & cool out there, but now
that it's raining it's not so bad inside. Where does
Dad park these nights ? , in front of the fire, I'1ll
bet . Thig climate would Jjust suit him, but I think it
would be Just a bit too hot for you. It's a wonder
that Chip or Joe didn't tell you that all you had to
do was to ring the Lime % Cement to get a bit of sand
sent out, However, you say that it's done now & that
it's a big impTrovement; so everything is right.
The other day I had a letter from Flo, & she said she
was going to get her ears attended to either at Newca-
stle or Dubbo., ‘I wonder where she went, . I tried to
talk her into going down home, as I know how glad you'd
be to see her,, but she seemed to favour Dubbo on acce-
ount of it being too cold to travel now.
You haven' t told me how the fowls are laying, or what
sort of peaches you expect to get, The floods you've
Just had down there should give them a good kick along.
There's no need to send a pen, thanks; this one is going
good now, Yesterday we again received a Christmas
hamper which, if anything, was better than the last.
Vow that we have settled down I'm more than ever hap-
ny that I changed over. I only did it for selfish re-
asong, & now I'm in a more or less disegase-free nwlace,
whereas if I hadn't I'd most likely be in a real horr-
ible place like Wew Guinea, :
I was only having a shot at you about the envelope:
send 'em just how you like, I don't care. I'm 8OTTy
to hear about IVy veing sick., It seems that she & Joe
take it in turns to be crook; but I'm glal te know th-
at she's much better now, & ﬁOpe that she's 0 k again

3673



, 82. S

by the time this reaches you. Thanks for taking care of
the insurance for me; I must owe you quids by now;

don't forget to let me know if you need any dough at é
any time: it's pretty easy for me to send it to you.

I had a letter from Wal the other day, % he seems to
be well & contented. The papers are coming now., I let
your gir-mail stickers get stuck one to the other,
like a dope. Time to finish now, So long. Fred,*

¥on, aug. 20, 1945. I did net get an injection last
Thursday as it was a publie holiday ( V P Day) to
rejoice over the the surrender of the Japs There was a grea’
procession, 5 miles long, in Newcastle, from pacific street
to the sperts ground in Union street, where about 7000
people sang & danced from 8 until a late hour. There were
no speeches, vut plenty of musie, Jose went there, but
Mum & I stayed at home % listened to a descrintlen of

the procession on the radie, Mum has gone to the Newc=
astle general hogpital te~day to make arrangements o
have her lower lip examined again to see if the can-

cer has been quite cured.

"e have Teceived the 3 fellowing letters from Flerence,
Walter, & Fred. This is from Flerence:-

"NWyngan 10-8-45. Dear Mother & Dad, :

Wwell, how do you like the news ? It's horrlble about the
atomic bomb,but with it & Russia Joining in it shouldn't
be long before the war is over, We have had a couple
of letters from Fred & he seems very happy & writes
very cheerful letters, but it will be great when it's ‘
all over & he is home again, If Wal only gets a move to
Sydney toe all your leoneliness will be over, It wmeems
a long year to us without seeing you, & Deocember won't
come quickly enough for us, but if we wait long enough
it Jjust bas to cone. You will be pleased to know that
my ears are pretty good just now-- better than they
have been for months. Bill didn't try to prevent me |
going going home, Mother, he was always asking m8 to '
go, but I have a boarder to consider, % board ig almest

-impossible to get here, unless at the hotel, Valerie
doesn' t like that, I know, although she thought, too,

e R, r———
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. that having my ears fixed was the most important thing.

anyhow, the trip to dubbo was quicker & it suited Bill
toe; it's to his advantage to go & see what is in the
shops periodically. It's been good company for me hav-
ing Valerie here this winter, S8ince she has her boy-fri-

end she is more contented to_sta{ at home; & of course

it's better for me the week Bill is away. It's good
to know that you are all pretty well.., I hope Jose is
too now, As the days get w armer he will be almost
gure to lose his cold; se don't worry about i4, HMin,
It's been a pretty cold winter , & it's pretty hard to
get rid of a cold in cold weather, I suppose you
are looking forward to the Sydneyites'! visit, One of
these days I may write to them if I could only get
their address. You sent it on, but I have lost it. You
never say how they like their new home,nor how Art is
getting on. Why did he buy ground if he is going to be
moving around the country all his life ? ,or has he a
promise that he will be in °yiney permanently ?

It's hard to imagine you keeping chooks. How many have
you now ? I 8till get my 2 dozen a week, & can have more
1f I like; so there is no shortage out here,

pid T tell you that when we returned from our Christmas
holidays Bill ordered a turkey for next Christmas...He
tried to get the pig for Easter,.ut couldn't (always
reminds me of you,Min ). Anyhow, he is getting in early
for the turkey I hope we are all at home this year.

Our landlady is out of hoespital again, although p
pretty sick, I went around to pay the rent to-day

% had a yarn with her, 3he has a cancer & ig freg-
uently in hospi tal.

Well, it's bed-time ,s0 I'11l say cheerio, Thought T

had better write +this time & let you know I am all
right, Leve from us all. Florence,"

A

This is a copy of the letter from Fred:-
"W X 193961, pte, F. Cocking, 2/4 A.G.H. Australia,

Aug,12 1945, Dear Joe, IVy, & Kids, I was glad to
get your letter to-day even if, as you say, there was

litted news, Dbec ausexzxmzzmmgmmamzmmgg“i&am&m
YEZXX no news is good news, & that's the main thing.
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Yhen I wrote home last I omitted to say how I was, beCa-
uge I had another one of those crook backs, < thls time
found out why. I¥ve been sleeping oa a StfetPHPi li~-
ke T was out at the lake that time, & anvarently tbe T3~
dges,where it tigntens at the legs, cause .ne bother,
Anyhow, it was a blessing in disguise,sccause I'm the
only one with a bed & mattrass, The bed was bent out
of shane & worse than ever, but a sheet of 3 ply on
ton did the trick, & now I sleep as comfortapvle ag if I
was -n the floor, You sent Wal the wrong dope. : it
was the Sally's street se wanted to know, not particula-
riy where RosCoe lived, His request ghould convey go-
mething to you too, now that he might be going to a new
Job. You may remember the school-kids down there
collecting dou~xh for a mobile picture-projector,&, if so,
you & the “kids will be interested to know that she's a
beauty 4 shows on our site twice a week., Last night
"The 3 lonahans" was on, & but for a few sprinkles it
was fine (weather) until we just got back, & then it just
noured, but it soaks away just as quick, Last Friday
nizht we got crook information that it was all over bar
the shouting, so nearly everyone tried to make good the
omission; & we had to warn one bloke +that if he kept
on biting his nails his arms would finish up at his el-
bows, We were all a little bit happy , though, & now
are expectantly waiting to find out what's going to
happen, It wouldn't be half bad, would it, if,as you say,
we'll be all home by Christmas ?
I've still got a lot of fathh in old Dot,as you call
your car, but more in you; & I'1ll bet that 1t won't be
long before ghé!'s as good as new,
I've 'ust had to leave the plage where I was writing,
because a loduacious cow wouldn't or couldn't shut up.
If he'd held off for a little bit longer I'd have fin-
ished, & then he could have yapped his head off,
The papers are comeing through good now, & i've hardly
finished one lot oefore the next ones come, I hope that
poth Ive & you are o k now, & that everyone else is too.
I can't settle down to write any more, go I'1ll finish up.
50 long, Fred,® ‘

Tne 3rd is from Walter:-

4159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, 15-8-45., Dear Folks,
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The war is over | That is the most 1mportant & pleasant
news that we have all heard to-day. Ever since last

“riday night we have been expecting the news, but the Jps
have at least succeeded in holdln@ us in susoense with
tre result that Brisbane has been alive with rumours %
has seethed with a series of celebrations ever since the
surrender was first suggested. Since final word came
at 9-30 this morning the main streets have been one mass
of milling people, but the carnival spirit has relied
almost solely on the younger element, the elder people

" evidently content with a feeling of satisfaction & tha-
nkfulnesgs ; & I'm sure that your own sentiments will be

very much the same, We have been very fortunate indeed
& as a family have a lot to be grateful for, lost im-
mediate prospects are, of course, of Fred's return, &

pTrobably my own in the near future. We will all look
forward to putting intc effect all those schemes we'd
planned for'after the warl “wwite a few thinge have

happened since my last letter, among which may be mentioned
the fact that our office has been moved once again,tiis
time to the second floor of the Colonial Mutual bulldlng
which is next door to the previous building, I am in a
bigeger office, & I am the o nly wane who nrofited by the
move, as the new quarters are generally inferior to the
old., However, it probebly won't affect me, seeing that
I should be on the move sgain soon. I was offered a Job
in Darwin,but declined. Ray Bone wrote to me yesterday
asking me to farmally apply for that Sydney job, as it
had been advertised. The Jap collapse has come more qu-—
ickly than most people anticipated after the use of the
atomic bo mb % the FRussian entry into the war., probably
the pros & cons of both have been well discussed at the
local "tea-table conference",which would have made good
listening. For my part, I think ‘that the frightening
power of the atomic bomb may serve as an effective deter—~
rent against any further wars, Unfortunately the
victory holidays hacve come at a bad time for me, as my
car is still in dock, Although I originally intended to
have new rings fitted only, the cylinder wear after
60,000 miles has been such that I am getting them Te-ovo-
re&‘ This means new pistons etc.All main & bigend beari-
ngs are being re-metalled & re-pored & the crank-ghaft
is being ground. In other words, I am getting practically
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a new engine, the cost being about £ 40. It was tc have
veen finished this week-end ,but now the holidays will d
delay the work on it , & it is rather a nuisance being.
without 1it. I have been playing tennis & golf as usual
% have also had another good fishing trip down to the Bay,
I had a letter from Fred on the 6th, & he appears to be
quite o k.where he is,except that things are getting a
bit boring., Portion of his letter was unintelligibvle ,as
follows:-# It shouldnTt be hard to find what you're lo-
oking for with the facilities at your disposal,"

If only I knew what I'm looking for it might make sense.;
% I'm wondering if it has any connection with the statem
ent in Joe's letter to the effect that I was asking Fred
for Des Stead's.address. Certainly I have never asked
Fred for thie address, nor have I any use for it.

Thanks all the same for writing, Joe: your letter was
wuch appreciated, & I hope you will forgive me again for
answering in the text of this-.office,

As soon as I get the ocar back I have in mind getting a
week!'s leave & going down to the coast. Thie will be
vilry acceptable before leaving here, & leave won't be so
im-ortant when I get closer to home. Your last letter
was very bright & cheerful,lum,-- Congratulations.

I hope you are all well & in good spirits. Cheerio. Wal,!

Fri, Aug, 31, 1945. Yesterday # the Thursday before, I
got injections at the hespital, but could net get any
films at Kedaks, Mrs, Witheridge & -Arthur brought De-
Teen from Marriekville a week age yesterday, & she
went back home yesterday afternoon. Art met Phyllis at
ghe station yesterday & breught her home te usg to stay
for a week or more, Last Menday I paid £ 1-8-2 at the
Round-tep Bank (eof N,S.W. ) for next year's "National
Geographie Magazine", Art has breught .a 10t of book-
binding material te bind my Geographics, & he is going
to teach me how te bind them, We have received the
fellewing letter from Fred:- :

gg X 193961 Pte. F. Cecking, 2/4 A.G. H. australia.
Au . '
€. 1945, Dear Folks, Sorry that I havea't written

ear: I haven't been able to settl
“rlier, bug 1atery )

375

Lo 24 e e

e

e e



. 87. ' -

dswn to write. It's got me & bit bothered,now that the
war is over, as to what is the best thing to de. Nobody
seems to know exactly whatis geing to happen to us—-
whether we stay here or go somewhere else till the aft-
ermath is cleaned up If I knew how long we would be
mucking about I'd be able to work out whether it was
worth while applying fer a release,® by so doing put my-
self in the cluteches of the manpower & be sent away from
home for an indefinite period, or if it would be better
to stay in the army for a few months & then be able to

. tell Danny Reece & his urgers to go chase themselves,
However, 1t shouldn't be long now before we get some ink-
ling as to what's going to happen, ' then I'll be able
to do semething definite, It seems to me that it would
be better to stay here another 2 or 3 menths & be finish-
ed th an to be sent to Darwin or some other outland-
ish place for 12 months oT a couple of years,

Since I lasgt wrot my back has got completely right, & I'm
feeling extra well; so much so,in fact, that last Sun-
day I went about 5 miles to & real good sandy beach, no

coral snakes or anything else to worry about.

We only stayed in about a couple of hours and
Spent the rest of the day having a look around. It's
a very uninteresting sort of a place no next Sunday
we expect to spénd most of the day at the beach.

The first letter that I got from Flo worried
me a bit; so much so that I wrote to Wal and agked
.him to write to her and see 1f that would cheer her
up & bit but I've since had another from her and sghe
geems much more happy. No wonder she was so despond-
ent then because her ears must have been giving her
Jip. But in her lagt letter she says that the boils
burst and that they're ¥vrighto" again. I see that
you made sure that the "Alr Mail®" stickers would
spoil this time, but it was my fault that they did
last time. When I first got them they were gwite
allright but like a mug I never looked fafter them.
It's good to know that your leg 1s much better and that

bOth you and Dad are not too bad and that you'Tre
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beginning to get a bit of benefit from the fowls.,
I've written this early to-night because the pictures
are on to-night; the music has started already, so
I'11 go over shortly. It's been Training this afternoon
but 1t's cleéaned up for a while although 1t'11 pour
again soon I suppose, but that won't bother us because
1t's worth a bit of a ducking to get out a while,

Thank Mrs. Murphy and Mrs, palmer for the papers
for mewon't you? ’ i
I haven't time to write:any moTre so I'1l say. ¢
8o Long,
Fred,

Thur, Sep. 6, 1945, This merning I get an injeetion in my
left arm from a new sigter who has taken the place of siste
Grenell,who is now Mrs, Ferguson. This afternoon Arg,
Pnyllis, & Doreen left us to return to Marriekville oy
train from Waratah station. Art has taught me the art
of book-binding, & I shall try to bind all of my copi-
ies of the National Geographie Maga ine, Japan is being
occupied by the allies, & Singapore has been retaken by
Britain.Many stories of Japanege murder & toritture of
allied prisoners are being published in our papers. Art
& Phyllis have left me the following typed instructions
in the art of bookbinding:-
"BOOKBINDING PROUEDURE.
1. Arrange books in correct order.
IYRERKABXEGHEXYXTLXEHY, 2, Remove cover &, keeping books 1l-
evel, (preferably in press) make saw-cuts for stitehing,
3. Remove pins & separate sections.
4. Sew a flyleaf on, & sew sections tegether, Put another
flyleaf on after the last sectioen.
5. Apply wood glue lightly to the back & allow to dry, i
6, Level & smooth ends & edge, ;
7. Loosen glue with warm water, & round book, A
8. pply "Gripit" to back, On this place muslin & paper.
9., Paste wall-paper on cover, 10. Paste cover on book, ;
using wires to press a groove in each hinge. "
N.B. In pressing keep covers wrapped in waxed paper. ‘
Paste will not dry wlilst the book is in the press. {
~==0000 0w i
\
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We have received the following letter from Florence; -
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THE HERMIT CRAB

(Genus Paguridae)

Tis weEryrr cran has no natural armor equal to
the hazards of undersea life. Even age does not
harden his skin.

So, as soon as the hermit crab becomes old
enough to shift for himself, he seeks the perma-
nent protection of an unoccupicd molluse shell.,
And he carries it with him alwavs, leaving it only
to move to larger quarters as he grows. It is both
his armor and his dwelling,

Tnaway, he ts like the average man, who when

he starts to shift for himself, is withour armor
against financial hazards. But, man, too, can find
permanent protection, through life insurance. And
that protection can be fitted to him, as he grows
responsibilities and income,

Moral: Insure in The Travelers, Al
insurance.

forms ol

The Travelers Insurance Company, The Travelers

Indemnity Company, The Travelers Fire Insurance
Company, Hartford, Connecticut.
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"llyngan, 29-8-45.  Dear folks, It was a relief to have
the last letter from home, & a couple of times we would hs
ave booked a phone call, but the nights here gave been go
cold & wet & the streets so muddy that we kept pOsiponing
it & at last -- well the letter Just had to come. We
were wondering if someone may have been ill & you were
waiting until they were better,so that we wouldn't worry,
Anyhow, Min, next time speed the letter up a bit. we are
pretty stranded right out here & the only news we get is
through your letters ,except for a couple of letters from
Fred, & he can't tell us much, although he did say that
Wal was hoping for a move It's good to know that everyone
is well,& especially to know that your lip is completely
nealed, I didn't know that your hand was tTroubling you =
again. I hope that isn't too bad: at least it shouldntt D
be as tender as the lip, Don't you think it would be a
good idea to use plenty of lanoline or face cream to prot-
ect these parts, €specially now that Summer is almost
here ? I suppose that a lot of your worries are over now
that the war is over, It may not be a year till Fred is
nome, but even if it is he won't be in danger; so don't be
too impatient, I think unless they volunteer for Tokio
they ishould be home for Christmas. O0f course that's just
what I think, & I don't know much about it. Valerie is
anxiously waiting to see her brother who has been a priso-~
ner for 5 years, I think if they keep their promise ,that
the prisoners will be home in another couple of weeks,
She is taking a week off when he does come home, & is going
to parkes. The church fair was held last Saturday & it
was pretﬁy good. The Reeg' have "put in" for a move ag-
aink are hoping that it will come pretty soon. Mrs, Rees
wants to miss the summer here, as most women would like
to, , vut surely it can't be as bad as last swmmer —-
here's hoping, anyhow, I suppose you have Art & Phyllis
staying upthere now -- hope they are well, including that
little nipper who won't even look at me. She doesn't know
vet, I suppose, what a Teally good aunty she has out here
in the dirty West, but some day she'll know me, Ihope,
Just now it's perfect (the weather) & the garden are be-

autiful . I'11 tell you what we

have, & a1l ip
Iceland Poipies, ’ abundance B

sweet ,
peas, free,iag, Violag, & Calendu-
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1ag, & some lovely white flowers (bulbsg) don't know ﬁhelr
& T ‘ ike flower garden Just now, & we have
nameThe house is like a o8’ nere to Bhe
a lot more flowers coming on. I wish you we th;m ow
aTe in the lovely cauliflowers; we ale uSiig o man§
We are using them all the time & we Stillt %KZ Nt
At present I don't have to buy green vegeta Sénl for a
bage, spinach & caulies keep us going.. a&ig iiard zo o
1ittle time; for in a few months it wi e 2 g °
anything if it's nything like last year, a}thoug a goo
seagon is expected, we have had so much rain, sund
" The river is pTetty full,k I went down that way on ug :y
afternoon to take Robert for a walk. Mrs, Hees happened %o
ve down there,(although I didn't know she was going) & 2
other women that I know, & they invited us to stay & have
afternoon tea with them,which we did; & we had a Teal
good afternoon. Robert had a good time. There were about
a dozen children there, so he liked his outing. .
He was very thrilied on Saturday afternoon at the fair.
He went to the pictures with Verla & Bonnie. They hed
several sessions just for the kiddies, the shows lasting
about 2 hours, & they went on from about 4 p.m. till 10,
Well, it's time I finished up: it's bed-time, & the wri-
ting is pretty terrible; so I won' woTre you any umore,
So cheerio, Love to all, Look after yourself,¥in, Espec-
ially that hand, & try to remember that you aTe too
thin- skinned , & protect your face with your big hat,
& your hands with lanoline, We are all o k., Florence."

Thur., Sep. 13, 1945. This morning & last Thursday I got
injections at the hospital from a new sigter. Last week
I paid 21/- for a small bottle of "Lantogen ¢ " for
Mum' sciatica, & she is taking it according to directions.
Yesterday & to-day are beutiful & warm,& my cold is much
better, Jap Togo has tried to suleide before being arr-
ested in Japan, about 40 other war-criminals have been ar-
rested. The mikado is still at large,though he is the gre-
atest of the Jap war criminals.

gesterday I received the following from Mrs, Webster:-

"15 Greenfield Terrace p - nr Redruth, Cornwall
31 July 1945, Dear M#, 803ﬁfﬁ§§ Many thanks for your very
kind letter, & for your kindness in sending about my si-.
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ght, but I am pleased to say that my sight is very much
better , & I do think it was my runned down body that
made my sight aimses so bad, I am feeling grand just now
in body, & have just had a nice holiday with Kathleen
who has been home on leave, so6 we spent a nice time off
to different places every day. So you see I must be well
to be able to Jjaunt about like sixteen, Qur Labour
Government has gone in at last: we're all rejoicing over
it & also the war over, Now the Japs won't be long before
ther will be cheked, It s grand to feel a bit free from

i

bombs: we have not been hit with them ,but they been pretty

close to ug-- shhokfur house moTe than once . Well,

dear friends, we trust you are all keeping well, as it
leaves us Jjust now, Our Frank is well & hoping to h ave
his leave now soon; been 6 months in Belgium., He says the
people are very kind to him, & he has plenty of lovely
fruit, W can't see any home here,or very little,.,Plums
should be now { we've not seen any as yet, Our fred is
much better., I think I teld you he was ill with rheu-
matie fever-- now it has left his heart bad, He has to go
slow & be very careful , Blood-pressure as well,poor boy.
The girls are keeping fine. W_ have had a rather poor
Sumer-- lots of rain, but now it seems to be much better.
Lovely sunshine, Our little vidlage 1is crowded with
vksitors,

Oh, we got the papers;sometimes 4 or - come by the emme
same post; thank you for sending them. The postage is
correct,we not have to pay any more for them, "

I had a letter from my cousin,David Tabb; he says he is
fine & is in Melbourne now living with his brother still
busy at his work, S8ee you have had a water famine out
there, We have a plenty home here,portreath is full of
lovely water —-- we are never hhort, The poor people of
8t. Day have had a lot of trouble. Their man,who used

to fetch & sell the waker,gave up eome time ago, & there
was no one to carry it on, so I don't know now,they manage
now., I suppose someone has taken it over, What a shame
our Council would not go to the expense to lay the pi-
pes so tiey could get it from the taps like otner Places.
Now this Labour Party will see into it, Ii hope.

We passed through ST? Day last week on our way to Truro
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& 1 was surprized to see how it had been improved. The
houses were painted & the windows all looking nice. The
people who have had girls & boys war-working in factories
have been getting -a bit more money, so they have been
able to do more for their houses & people-— but fancy
no means of buying a garment . Some distressed little
place8t. Day was when I saw i1t before the war started;
it was awful:!: so the war has done good in many ways,
Now we do hope we never have any more wars.
We went to Newdquay last week, Kath & I, & they have 2
large hotels for wounded men & women; & some awful gi-
ghts we saw-- blind,arms gone, legs gone-- oh it made
our hearts sore to see the lovely-looking young men
blinded, poor dears ! & for what ?,we say. §e both have
enjoyed reading your 2 books you sent us. Well worth
Teading, We have passed them on now +to others to see
that they are well worth reading.
Now dear friends,I want to catch post: only goes out
once a day here, My busband & family  all wish to be kin-
dly remembered to you & Mrs, Cocking, With kind regards
from me, Yours sincerely Emmie Webster,

P.8. I hope to hesr from you again soon, Many thanks, -

but I am,like Mrs, Cocking , keeping to my glasses. As
I say,I see much better now,"

The 1§tter.also contained a view of aSt,Day watercart.
We received this letter from Walter to-dayi-

%159 Gregéry Terrace,Brisbane,11-9-45. Dear Folks,

I am late in writing,but have been waiting for something

definite regarding my departure,which has not yet come to
hand,however., In addition,I have had a sore throat & c-
cld,but thse are now almost completely Tight again., I was

pleased to hear that everybody is o k, & soméwhat surpr-

iged to he ar that*young Doreen is alrealy 2 years old,

T wrote to Fred a fortnigh® ago,but have not had a reply
from him yet,which I hope will give some indication of
his likely date of return, . Since my last letter Reg D-
avid has left Brisbane permanently, & he will probably o~
pén a ohemists shop in Sydney,Gesford, or Melbourne. In

a letter I received from him te-day he speaks of a Vis-
it to Jeck & Glad at Kembla, & salid he had -a wonderful



St. Day inhabitants now have to pay one penny a bucket for water, compared with 'the old rate of
three-halfpence for two buckets, because of the rise in the .cost of feeding stuffs for the horse.
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word has come from them yet, so 1t seems that they have
found somebody else for the job. We have had a tram str-
ike here which laste for 9 days & was dquite a nuisance,
though not sofi mch as far as I wag concerned, My carT
was in the garage, & still is, but I expect to get it
back on Thursday, & am looking forward to it. I recon-
ditioned Mr, Jones( o0ld bike,which hedn' s been used for
7 years, & have used it to Tride to the golf links at wee~
k-ends. The work has slackened off considerably since
the war ended & many jobs have been cancelled or are in

" ‘abeyance, There have been several retrenchments,includi-

ng 5 from our section, but there is very little lik#liho-
od any more, I have picked up the outside inspection
work of 2 of the Supervisors who have left. Last Sat-
urday morning is the last on which we will be required to
woTk, & we aTe reverting to a 36 § hour ,5 day week,

This is good news,but I could use the week—ends better
in Sydney., Eddy Butt, a friend from Tambourine, is
sleeping in the spare bed in my Troom for a few nights,
while he is busy on some business in the city, This
seemz to be all the news for now, but it's possible that
I might be home in 6 weeks or so, OCheerio., Wal,!

Tn addition to the 2 foregoing,we have this from Phyllis':,

"15 Charles §t. Marrickville 11-9-45.

Dear Mum & Dad, Many thanks to you both for sending the
$wo parcels,one of which arrived yestérday & the other one
to~day.We apologise for our forgetfulness & for the
inconvenience we have caused,& will try to make amends i
in the future. Mum said we should be ashamed to show

our noseg round your way unlil about 2 years time at
least, By that time, she said, we will have a little
more sense-— but I doubt it, We were sorry that we

missed Ethel & JIm. It looks as if we are meant not to see
their house at all,as they are always out when we call.
Anyhow, we caught a good train back to Sydney. It was the
2-45 p,m, from Waratah & was practically empty. We had 1
seats between the 2 of uns ,& we arrived in Sydney Just

after 6 p.m.,which wag an hour & a hair the train
we intended catching in the first plaoe.before
o all was well that ended well, Doreen hasn't been very
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well since Sunday, She vomited all that day & has been g
gastric ever since, I had to pay my monthly visit to the
doctor to-day , so I told him all about it. He gave me :
medicine for her,& I have to keep her off milk foods for |
24 hours. I made her some soup for tea & gave her lemonade |
to drink,but she wasn't too keen .on it, She kept asking |
for "meat",& I'm sure she would have welcomed one of :
your#famous pies" there & then,  Arthur wrote to Jack &
Glad to-night & enclosed one of Doreen'e photos, They ¢
will probably get it this week, that is if they are not

in Newcastle, There is very little to say Just now,Mum,
Doreen & Arthur send their love, Dad, & a hearty vote

of thanksp for the couple of pies you entrusted in
IXEILXUEFE our care, Dad said they were all he was told
they would be. Oheerio & love, Phyllis.

P.Ss I forgot to mention ,Mum, that I arrived home with :
one of your towels. It was a cream-coloured one with a ?
fawm stripe. It was amomg Doreen's clothes in the draw-
er,& I thought it was Mum's as I know she has one exactly
the game as it,/, We will send it on to you when we are
posting back your gas lighter." :

Thursday continued. Yesterday I finished binding the first /

sample of my bookbinding, It is the book comprising the

"National Geographic Magazines" for April,May, & June,1939,

T intend to bind all of the same magazines that I have,

all that I may possess in future. Art showed me how to

bind them,

Thursday _

Sun, Sep. 30, 1945. Last Tgedsedy week I got an injection |
at the nospital, & last }humeday "I went into Newcastle wit]
with Mum, who had to let doector Arnpld examine her Al
left hand, He orderee her to have it X rayed,which she did,
Munm did a bit of shopping before we came home in the i
afternoon. Last Thursday I had another injection Ifrom .l
a new sister, & went to the office of the Tramway Dept. il
to get a card or certifieate to enable me to travel by

tram before half past nine a.m,, but I was told to go *

to the tram depot at Hamilton, I went there & got a printed
form which I must £111l & return to the depot. g,

3
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dahs ago I recekved the following undated note from Art:-

"This contains useful & pertinent comments. You might
have pointed out that Mill seemed to assume that the
workers could gain a new status by becoming,in effect,
capitalists themselves, but the trend of labour his-
tory, perhaps influenced by Marxian ideas, of eliminat-
ing capitalism; not unitz of co-operation , but the
complete co-operative society.'

Dear Dad., The above is the comment made on my essay; so
now you know. How'!s the bookbinding going ? Let's
have a report, will you ?  Arthur."

I wrote a short letter in reply, sayingvthat i#ills was
not likely to have suggested that all of the workers
could become capitalists for in that case there would
be no workers left to be legally robbed,

On the 15th we received the following from Florence:-

"Box 15 Nyngan 1499~4§. Dear Mother & Dad, Many
happy returns of the day, Mum | I suppose you will be
happy to-day with Art & cPhyll & Doreen there, or per-
haps Art has had to go back . School doesn't commence
again her until tuesday, but the train only arrives on
monday with the returning teachers. It generally com-
mences on the tuesday after holidays, out in these
country places. We went to a nice country place last
Baturday with Mr. Brand., Left about % p.m. & it was
after 12 when we returned. It was a lovely outing,

& quite a crowd gathered for tea & the church service
that was held in the home at night. Mr, Brand is coming
for dinner on Sunday. He is batching while his wife is
in _ydney for 3 weeks. The Church of England fair is
on fo-night, & Robert was greatly upset when I refused
to take him, I nope Bill will pop in on the bike & take
him to-morrow afternocon, Bill returns on Saturdays now,
& 80 has every week-end at home. We sent a big bunch

of poppies along to-night to decorate at the fair,

¥rs., Holland next door (SBmith's house) is a pretty
enthusiastic worker for the. 0., of E,

It's good to know that Doreen improved while she was
with you. Phyllis wrote & told me about her mouth., I
haven't snswered her letter yet,butd will to-night.
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We were Very pleased to get Doreen's photd., What a dear
little girl Doreen has grown, I wonder of she will lo-
ok at me this time. We will be strangers to all the
kids if we stay out here many more years. Perhaps when
they are old enough, though, they may come out & vig-
it us. When we get our new house built I hope we shall
have plenty of space for visgitors.
Well, Mother, it was news to me about your lip, I tho-
ught that was healed when you were in hospital last
time Speaking of hospital reminds me of Till, Is she
8t11ll working there ? or does she stay at home & look
after uncle Johnny 7 How are they getting along ?
Did I tell you we had Ol Worley & her captain out here
during the show here the week before last ? They came
& had dinner with us , but I couldn't have them to st-
ay , as we only hav 2 bedrooms I often think perhaps
I might have more visitors if we got rid of Valerie.
¥ went over to the show:; there wasn't much to see, but
R6vert enjoyed + kmmemyziyx thoroughly, despite the
heat & dust that is always part of anything held at
the show ground, Wy had another letter from Fred & he
seems o,k. ,but doesn't expect to get home too soon,
Hopes to be home for Christmas, but is not sure, of
course, When is Walter being transferred ? It will be
great when he is only 100 miles away, Well,Min, * have
more to write & don't feel particularly like writing
to-night.. I hope you won't think the cloth (sent) is
silly, but it is the largest I could get , & I thought
it would do to use on those oocasions when you & Dad
are there alone, It snould be easy to wash & iron bec-
auge it won't need starch, Robert often asks me how
long now wuntil we can see Gumma.& Dad, The time se-
ems long to him, but it's only 3 months now, & that
will soon pass. I think Bill should do pretty well
now that the war is over,, People are always inquiring
about furniture, & sales are improving all the time,
1 hope it keeps up (Grab all.)
I +think I would be mach more contented out here if we
hadl a better home; & as Bill's job improves the house
seems to get a bit closer, , Anyhow, I have a lot to
make me happy now, Bill doesn't know what it is to
feel 111 now, & Robert is growing & is well %oo, & my
ears are better +han they have been for a long time;
80 what istheTe to growl about except that we are in
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dirty old Nyngan, but there are worse places I suppose.
Cheerio, Our love to all, Florence,®

Note enclosed:- "To Mother,”with love & best wishes
for a happy birthday & "many on ‘'em™ (as your Qousin
Jack busband would say ). From Florence,Bill, & Robert.

XXX, M
Mum also received this from Gladys:-

"lst Avenue Warrawong,Sept, 18th 1945. Dear Munm,

I was pleased to get your letter,also to hear that your
lip-is better, I hope the hot weather fixes youriscia-
tica & rheumatism up for you, It's very painful & awk-
ward, Arthur wrote & sent us a photo of Doreen; it is
very good of her, I think. Bhe looks very much like the
Witheridges I think, more like Phyllis' mother, We're
pleagsed that Dad has.got over his cold, Jack gets his
annual holidays on the 30th Dec.,, 80 I suppoOse that we
will be up to see you all then, I don't think we'll be
up before,We are all well just new, John has had a c=-
01ld all the winter., I think he's going to be like Jack,
We're all at him to go to the doctor, He hasn't gor
née yet: I do hope he does. He came second in his test
this time, They're all doing well at school: we're g
quite pleased at them, I'1ll say good bye & all the b
best to you & Dad & not forgetting Charlie & the
Cockings on the hill. From Jack, the children, & myse-
1f, Glad,xxxxx, W

Sun. Sep.30.continued. It was Mum's birthday on the
17th of this month, &she rTeceived some good presents
from Florence, IvVy, & Charlie., Sbe has now almost

Tecovered from her severe cold of last week., Mum
was born on the 17thof gptember 1874, but we do not
know where,as she has no records of her parents,

Bert Coocking's wife Clarice was operated on for gall
trouble s day oe 2 ago,but we don't know how she is

pregressing, -
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Thur. Set 4, 1945. Yesterday we received tiheis from Fred: -
"W X }93961 Pte. F. Oocking 2/4 A.G.H. austTalia. )
Dear Yolks, I had every intention of writing to you on th
18th, your birthday,Mum, but an Opportunitygcameyfor at e X
chance to see a bit more of the island,so I tookmit, but came
back too late to write that night. One oc the Jeep dr-
ivere wanted someone to go for a run, & the chance of
a run was too0 good to miss., My good resolutions to wr-
ite since then have gone by the board, fo I've had an-
other trip, & on all the other nights there's been pi-~
ctures on. The rush of entertainment, I should think,
is because prisoners of war are coming through here,
The hospital is full right up at the moment, but besi-
des an isolated few they are in good nick --so good in
fact that we only have them a.couple of days & then

g them out to a rest camp. So far we have had few
ustralians, ,mainly Pommy & Dutch,but they that are
here now came from fustralia ,& a good few of the sta ‘
aff have met fellows that were P O Ws.. all I hope is
that they continue to mome through fast & that they ae
Te not in too baf a shape , becmuse when all of them &
are home there seems little reason for our remaining
here. The Pommys are going to supply the garrision h-
ere,& their advance is reputed to be already here; go
lat's hope that they take over everything, lock stock
% barrel so that they'll be no hold-up, & that they c-
ome in on a walk in walk out basis.
The end of October has been mentioned for the change-
over,but I can't vouch whether it's dinkum or not.
I only told you this zo that the know-alls don'{ make
you too downhearted,but I don't want you to expect me
too early. either. Everybody seems to expect that we
should be home for Christmas, anyway, & if this is 80
it won't be too bad, will it ?  Actually, you know, I
haven't done too bad; ¥¥Xe I've had 2 trips,% 1t seems
that in neither will I be away anywhere near 12 mont-
hs,& besides I've seen a fair bit of Australia too.
The censoring of letters has jeen done away with, s0 I
can now tell you where I am. 11 we were allowed to s¥y

before was that we were in N.W.Borneo,but this was not
the exact truth,as actually we weTe On Labuan Island;
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& you'll understand other things too when I say that
the township toes by the name of Victoria. Ask Joe
What about Des Stead of Regent St. now.
It was more my fault than his, though, for I was a bit
mixed up with that ney 2 storey bouse,one up the str-
eetm on the left from “ora St. corner. poor old Wal m-
us have thought that I was madder than usual,for he
wrote me that Joe had passed on the message, but evi- -
dently I had him mixed with someone elge., If I hadn'%
-. been too shrewd & he had done more reading of the ne-ws
we may have got somewhere. He seems to be applying for
jobs, he seems to suffer from itchy feet, but he alwa-
ys considers well before he does anything, ' one of
his aspplications must come off some time.
Joe always says that everything he touches is luvky:
let's hope that he is right. Through the last week
theret's been 2 lots of papers come in, I must have got
20 bundles myself, so they've been stacking up awhile,
I don't find anything to go raving mad about in the
"Woman®, but it was a nice thought on Mrs. Pajmerts
part; so keep on sending them. ,& then she'll be happy
about it. I've spent a usual Sunday on my back reading
them to-day. The grub is coming good here now, with
a fair proportion of it being fresh stuff, but the co-
oks can't do as good with it as you can. By all re-
ports both you & Dad are loocking after yourselves:
keep up the good work; & ,Dad, there's quite enough
work for you in collecting the eggs & letting the re-
st of the yard look after itself., I'mo k. Fred."

Sun, Cet, 21, 194h. Last Monday evening I gotipa certi-
ficate from doctor Opitz & posted it to Mr., J,E. Jon-
es. On the Thursdaynprevious I got a cheque for 10/-
from Mrs, Williams In Mayfield East. The latest Lep—
ort is that Ylarence Oocking is much better after h-
tr operation. Last Thureday & the 2 previous Thursdays
I received injections at the out-patients' department
of the Newcastle hospital., I was given a piece of Sister
Grenell's wedding cake. She is now Mre. Ferguson.
We have received tine following letters from Gladys &
Florence & Walter, First this from Gladys—-

"1lst Avenue WarTrawong, . Aug.22nd, =Dear Mum & Dad,



1o a.
Yes, we're s8till alive,& we haven't forgotten you, We*
hope you are both well: we are all very well,excepting
Jack; he has one of his very bad colds again. Dell came
second in her half-yearly test. The girl that got first
beat her by point 4 of a mark., It was a grand effort
for Dell,we think, seeing she is the youngest in the
class: her Dad is very proud of her, John finishes his
test to-morrow, so I suppose we'll know how he got on
next week. We went to the Brothers' annual concert
last night: it was very good. John was very good with
his acts, =~ We have paid off our house : we are waiting
for the deeds to be fixed up. We may be going to Py-
dney on Friday, so I suppose we will get things fixed
up then, They sent us papers to sign: if we go we'll
take them with us. We don't know if we are going up
for the holidays or not: if we do decide to go we'll
Just blow in on you & give you a surprise.. How is Ch~
arlie, & Jose & his family ? I hope they are all well,
I'1l say ta-ta to you both, Love from Jack,the chil-
dren,& not forgetting myself, Glad, xxxxx, "

The next ig from Gladys also:-

" 1st Avenue, Warrawong, 2-10-45, Dear Mum,

I hope by the time you get this letter that you are well
& got rid of that bronchitis for good. We're pleased
to hear thar Dad is well, We are all well just now,
The weather is very cold here just now, & it rained h-
eavily yesterday. Re the fig-tree that Jack gave you,
he says XK&f he thinks that he took it up when he was
on hisg holidays +the time before the last holidays,that
is last May 12 months, He says Dad showed him how it
had grown the last time that he was up there, & that
was in May last., I djidn't think it was that long, so

I suppose Jack is right; anybow we'll eay that he is,
There' 8 nothing to tell you about only the old strike.
Jack is still working, thank the Lord, It started over
at the coke-ovensg where Jack works. Love from Jack

& the children; also myself, Remember us to Charlie &

Jose & XXB hie family, Gled, "xxxXX, !

%@&q/
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The following letter is from Mrs, ®liza Morris:-

" 36 Lett Street, Lithgow2nd oct. 1945. My dear Fri-
ends, Just a few lines in answer to your ever-loving
letter which I received some time ago.Was so pleased
to see you were well, also Mr, Cocking feeling much
better after getting his teeth out: next thing will
get the new ones, Somefcimes they are very hard to get
used to, I have mine in now many years & real used

. to then. I was so pleaged to hear you was feeling m-
uch Dbetter, & glad Flo's husband was so well, I

am feeling very well myself, & my ;eg & not so bad,

I am still using the calipers & the crutches; I suppose
I will always need them, but still it is better than
not able to get about at all, God help me. It was v-ery
sad about Mrs, John Cocking's death, She was such a g-
cod woman; & fancy being treasurer for the Army for
so0 many years. She will be missed, but her work on e
Earth was done; & when God is Teady he will take us.
My dear old partner left me 10 months ago on the 7 of
thigs month , & it seems such a long time, but he will
be peacefully resting. I told Harry about Fred, but
he never geen him when I last heard from him, There
are so many of them it would be hard to find one ano-
ther. It was the best news we could hear when the Japs
gsurrendered,don't you think ?. What a cruel lot of
people they were: they could not punish our poor men
enough; the pain & suffering they went through was
terrible; & then to starve them finished it. What will
they do with them God knows. They are bringing some t-
errible cripples home, poor cChaps. It will bé a long time
. before some of them will be much healthier ! it is vey
hard for their people, You will see I am with Eva:
she likes to have me for a while, & it is & change for
me, Her 2 little girls are growing & going to school.
Eva was not well for quite a while, but,thank God, se-
ems a bit better now. . Her youngest girl,Jean,is a
delicate little mite: trust she will soon be strong.
Rae is the other girl's name. I am sorry to tell you
Maggie is notvexry well, & her husband hasg not been the
best for a whilé, but is getting better, thank God,.
My word it is a cold morning; it might snow, but it is
rather late in the year, What a lot of trouble there
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is among the works & ‘the men. What a pity such trouble
turns up. So now, best love to 2ll,& best of all to
youydear self. From us all & your old Pal,E. Morris,
How I miss Pa .'H¥

The next letter is fromZEIBTZEBE:- Fred -

¥ X 193961 pte. F. Cocking,2/4 A.G.H. Australia,7 Oct.
1945.  Dear Joe, Ivy, & Kids, To-night there's a o
concert on,it should be a pretty good one too,I've pu-— ;
rposely stayed here to write to you, but now that I've star!
ted - there doesn't seem tombe much to write about., Don't 8
think I'm depriving myself, because I was at the pic-
ture last night: Laurel & Hardy in WJitterbugs® was on

, & I hate concerts, so I wouldn't have gone, anyhow,
Bewides, it's been raining practically all day & has
only Jjust eased down a bit.. Now to get get on with what
to me ,& I suppose you, is the most important topic—- ¥
when do we get home ? Up till now nobody expected to ge i
t home too early on account of having to look after p ;
O Ws, but they scem to be finished & there's plenty of
vacant beds. Those that are real crook are being sent
back home, & the others are able to be sent out at any
any time,Besldes, there's not many patients coming in,

It seems that all of us are Just making work for each
other, The advance of the Pommy garrison are already
here, so,looking at things from that angle,we shouldn't
be long. Now the other side-- The old Red Tape has coume
into its own , & nobodyiseems to know anything about
anything. The bosses are supposed all in Melbourne fi-
nding out, & until they find out it seems that we!'ll be
kept h ere, as I said before, making work for each other.
Then again the old excuse of no ships. The 5 year fe-
llows have been kept waliting for about a month just ki-
cking their heels., When they wanted to bring us here t
they found enough, & I can't help wondering if the autho-
rities ase afraid to have too _many blokes hanging around
in Aust. with nothing to do. W 've started on packing up
, 80 onceé the o k is given- it shouldn't take long be-
fore we're home, If it's too long in coming I'll get in
touch withWal & ask him to find me a job & get out on a

manpower release, &g much as I don't want %o be tied
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down again. No, I don't want to work for Bridge again.
wal may be able to fix up a Job, through Dick Hugo, for
me on the railways repairing country railway stations,
or the like.Anyhow, the way I feel at present something's
got to happen soon The grub's good, there's plenty of e
entertainment, & I'm not doing much woTk, so Teally I've
got nothing to moan about, but I Just don't like mucking
about. The point system of discharge is a bone of conten-
tion here among the mob, Double your age on enlistment &
add 2 points for each month in the army; if single;3if
married, gives me only 132.The next batch to go are all
above 217, so in the normal way I'll be some time yet,

So far as diseages being brought home, I don't think there
is much danger,for although the sicknesses were the same
type,there wasg much more in N, Guinead, & I never heard of
anything coming back from there. Of course the P.O.W. may
bring back something. The rest are just back from the
concert, so that's the end of writing for to-night. I am
O K,even if despondent & unsettled, but I'll get over i%,
All reports from down your way are good, Keep them that .
way. Fred, ¥ '

This letter is from Walter:~

%159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane,8-10-45, Dear Folks,

It ig some time since I wrote,vut I have been awaiting sme
some advice of my transfer,although even yet there is no
further news concerning 1it. I got my car from the gar=-
age on the 19th Sept, & with the help of some juice given
given me by a friend here, I left for Burleigh Heads the
next day ’& had a weeks holiday at the seaside, which was
very enjoyable even though I was unlucky in striking ra-
ther cold & wet weather at that time. I had to drive %
the car very slowly as the motor was so stiff, but now
after 300 miles of run it is working in very nicely.

Last week end 5 of us went down %o the Bay on a fishing
trip which was very pleasant in yesterday's beautiful
warm weather,, but there were fewer fishes about tEERX
thig time than usual., Work is very slack in the office,
& for the first time in many years I haven't got enough
work %o keep me busy, & spend some of myitime browsing +t
through text-books,trade Journals,etc.In fact several of
the chaps hafe been put off, & we are now down to a very
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small staff, There is no good indication as
: . to the fut
?f the department, & speculation is rife from day to dz;e
However, Sydney are anxious %o get me back & there ig g

1ot of maintenance work looming here,so that there is very

little likelihood of me being out of a job. Now that we

don't work Saturday mornings I have more lei

week-end before last I painted out mybbathroggrﬁffi ffght

green waterproof paint, & a red floor,so it looks X 100

per cent bettefd/¥ X , This seems to be all the news

for now,but I'1l write if there are any developmen ts

gzgevggu ageralltke?ping well & cheerful down there.p, s,
¥y 80ITry to Iorget to wish Mum many ha T

on the 1/th,which I do now, & hope Ivy wag abggytoeﬁzzés

gomething sui table. Cheerio, Wal,"

This letter,faintly written in pencil, is from Florence:

"Box 15 P.0O. Nyngan, 11-10-45, Dear Mother & Dad,

It was great to have your letter last week-end,% to get
your néws more clearly than we could over the phone,

I was wondering just what was the matter, & had come to
the conclusgion that you were too ill to write; but it's
good to know that you are well again.Also all the rest
of the clan, W. have lost our boarder, Valerie went
last Saturday wegk & she took her young man over to in-
troduce him to the family at Parkes.They must have appro-
ved of him,because two days later she announced her en-
gagement to him, Her transfer is only supposed to be &
for 3 months,but I wouldn't be suxprised if she stays much
longer, She is pretty tired of Nyngan, but it secems as
though she will have to learn to like it when she marries,
Bill's home is about 21 miles out in the bush from here,
What a good joke that was about Pin's (Wal's) feet., Every
time I tnink of it I laugh, Anyhow I suppose it won't
be long before he is in Sydney, & then he will settle down
again & won't need the ammonia, we hope. Bill is in
Bourke & returns on Saturday afternoon, 4 then about 4 o
clock the concert party start out for Giralambone,about
28 miles out, & put their concert on at night,. They w-
dnt to Tottenham = couple of weeks ago & put the show on
there, Bill enjoys tgese outings, but always wishes he
had a car go that Robert & I could go too, Our holidays

will probably be longer this year. If we are lucky we
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may get almost 3 weeks over there; so see what you are in
for., Robert is always talking about it. Sorry that you
weredisappointed because he didn't speak over the phone,
but he was asleep & we took him down in the stroller, put
he was so fast asleep we wouldn't disturb him.. He is
very well & growing up fast. There isn't much news this
time, but I will try to write a long letter next time,
At least you will know that we are all o k, Cheerio, Qur
love to-all, Florence,”

" Suin,nct 21 continued, Lately I have been busy binding t
National Geographic Magazines together,& have boulld all
that I had,except those for 1937. A the February number
ig lost I am unable to Wnd the Jan.Feb.,&% March issues
for 1937,but I have bound the others for that year. Last
Thursday I bought the issue for May,1925 at a second-hand
ghop in Hamilton,& was given the issue for an unknewn
year which contains articles on Tibet, Tokyo,Toronto,the
Transvaal,Tripoli,& Turkistan, Mum & Jose went to Birmi-
ngham Gardens,near Wallsend, & bought 4 big black hens
from mr, arshall, for 7/6 each,

Tues, Oct. 23, 1945. To-day I got some old galvanized
iTon sheets out of the air raid shelter near Taubnman's
house. The shelter has been demolished & the sheets are
eate n through by rust & are partly buried buy the loose
¢c,ay in the pit. I have finished binding my 3 old volum-
es of the History Of China by Murray, Yesterday we Trecei-
ved the following letter from Florence ;-

"Nyngan 19-10-45. Dear Mother & Dad, I really intended
writing to you,Dad, during the week. Robert said I nmust
write & say thank you for that lovely book, & tell you
that he loves you bery bery much, All his picture books
have been cast aside for the new one: there are such a
lot of interesting pictures in it for him, & he spends
hours with it. Just as well I waited a couple of days
before writing, as I can answer Mother''s letter which
came to day We didn't think you were mad, Min, & believed
you when you said you had written. That was the very
Teason +that I worried, because I thought that you

*must be 1i1ll, when you had not written for so long, &

I thought that perhaps you would be waiting until you
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were well again, so as not to alarm us, gnyhow all iswell
now, we hope; but don't go gettingbronchitis again, & dontt |
worry about Fred; he will have to take his turn, I su-
ppose. I know how anxious you must be to see him, but the
time will soon go. Why do you do so much washing in
one day ?. Wouldn't the blankets have kept until anotner
day.? If you make yourself too tired you will have
no resistance left, & will be getting sick again. Look
after yourself ! ;you haven't any bosses, have you, un-
less Dad has turned into one ? Bill was in another con-
cert here ‘lagt night in aid of the "Far West", * will be
in the ambulance concert early next month,. They sgeem
to have a great time-—~.the men at the church-- one way
& anocther I don't write much about Robert lately; perh-
aps I am getting used to having him at last : I wondered
if 1 ever would, anyhow, I suppose you do love to hear ,
of him, He is growing, not only taller, but cheekier too, ®
but he is still a great kid, & Yhristmasis so slow in co- .
ming . I am having some néw suits made for him now,& '
he thinks it is a step in the right diTection.
I made a good job of a house-dress to-day, It's a perfect
fit, & I feel encouraged to make something better now
from the same pattern, Well,cheer up. ,Min,, the boys
wkill be home one of these days, & then we!'ll have the
fatted calf, or perhaps turkey & pig. Bill has ordered a
plg too to bring over with him, so you will have to bor-
~row a "fridde" as Robert calls a frigidaire,
Cheerio; it's after 11 p,m. & past my bed time., Bill
& Robert are both fast asleep, but I thought I had
better write to-night, because if this misses to-morrow's (
(saturday's ) mail it will not go until Tuesday.,
Thank you agaih, Dad, for all the trouble you must
have taken to fix that book ©Please, Mother, don't worTy
about me starving now that Valerie hasg gone, I am still
your fat daughter & get plenty to eat. Love from all.
Florence,

Wed, Oct 24, 1945, To-day we received the following
lettér from Walter:- .

i}

159 Uregory Terrace Brisbane{ 22-10, 35. Dear Folks,
I must be more pTrompt in writing after being "hauled
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over the coalsg" in the last letter, but you know how it
ig-~ the letter is always left until there‘is some Teal
news to write about, You have given me the ¥"school booy
howler" this time, Mum-- ammonia is not much good for the
type of itching feet which want to go from Brisbane to
Sydney, I had a good laugh over your home rsgmedy,
What Sydney job do you mean ? ., Naturally I(1l take one
when they give me one, but at the moment the crowd here

. are trying to hang on to me, even though the people in

the Department in Sydney,say they want me back, Last

Honday they divided the Mechanical Section into 2

halves, one half to be under my control & to look after
outside congtruction, & the other half under Dimmick to
look after design. In addition to 6 chaps in the office
I aleo have 24 in the workshoP as part of my gang. It
all sounds rather crazy, as I've always been a design man
& Dimmick is not much good on degign, but I think they a
are quietly trying +to work him right out.This is going
to make it all the harder for me to get away, but the C-
hief Engineer ig due up: from Melbourne this week, & then
I'1]l thrash the matter out with him, My b weeks estima~
te in getting home 1is already looking sick, though,ien' :
it 7. We ha e moved back on to the lst floorof the Nat-
ional Mutual Building again, too, Nothing of note has
heppened since I last wrote; Jjust the usudl round of goif,
tennis, & occasional shows..

ad is obviousgly doing well in looking after the fowls
how many have you ,& how!'re the eggs 7; Ivy also tells
me of Dad's in binding the National Geographics—-- good
on you, Dad, So pleased to hear you are all o k..I too
am in good nick, I wrote to Fred last Monday after
having had a letter from him a few weeks before,

A1l the best, Wal."

Hon, Oct. 29, 1945. Claricecéocking has come home from
the Convalesgcent Home & 1is great deal better., fThLe
Indonesiang are asgking for liberation from Dutch dominat-
ion,but it seems that they will have to fight not only
the Dutch but the British too. To-day we received the
following letter from ¥Fred:- .

"NX 193961 pte. F, Cocking, 2/4 ™. G.H.,Aust. 19 oct.

1945,  Dear Folks, Good news eane in-a couple of days
ago to the effect that we were to bve npacked by the end

370/



110,
of the month & would sail early in N vember This has
caused everyone to get flat out into 1t with more en-
thusiasm than when we did it at Redoank & I have 3
other carpenters from outside working with me, Everyone
was pretty happy about it all until to-day, but a pretty
s trong rumour ,as yet not official, has been going aro-
und that tnat every one with under 150 points will go
to another unit until relieved by the pommies. This
makes my 132 look a bit sick, but to-morrow I'm going to
see what I can do about it, ‘& my being the only carp-

g e

enter in the unit might do some good. I hope so, anyway,*
but if I'm left it's Just too vad, & at the most w111 i
oaly mean a month or 2, I'd llke to be home by Christmas %

to see Flo & all the mob again, but if I'm not I underst-
and that we're given 30 days leave with a free rail
ticket to go anywhere in the 8State; so I'1l certainly

see the lot before Easter. Don't let this knock the A
wind out of your sails altogether, because even though f
L'm not howme , neither is Christmas here yet, & I still '%
have hopes Boats are few & far between here too up

power or services release have been hanging around a
month or more because of no ships. However ,as I said
before, I'm gtill hOpeful but don't take it too hard :
if 1t's some time in the new year before you see me, §
A "pix" that Joe sent indicated that I'd clean up a i
few nectarines, I hope so, but if I were you I wouldn't
leave the big ones on the trees to get bad.

As soon as something definite happens I'1l write & let
you know, The main thing is that I'm feeling extra
well & expect to stay that way. It's good to know that,
but for seasonal colds eto, every one is fair enough.
You know it's a bit of a plty that I couldn't bring a
bit of this climate home with me, While you're shivering
we seldom use a blanket until 2 or 3 in the mornibg, &
no one knows what a cold is.. I'm glad to know that this
gime when I go home it will be Summer,

Tell Bert or Clarice when you see them that I'm glad

toat she's out of the hospital & that everytning wint o k.,
You mention Dad & his book-binding. The last I knew of it
he had stopped getting the @ographiic: has he started
getting 1t again, ?, or is it the old copies that he's
doing ?. I suppose that the microscope & his books

to date, “ost of the felilows to go home either on man- § 
]
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kept him occupied while the weather was so cold.,
Up=zto a week or 2 ago I couldn't see a glimmer of hgpe so
far as getting across to the mainland, but now the outfit
is arranging the 4 of us go over 3 times a week, & I am
in the first 1lot to go. Let's hope that packing up doesgn!'t
interfere with it. Borneo has always attracted me ever
since I heard of the wild man who's supposed to live there
If the Boongs there are anything like the are here they're,.
peaceful enough,even though they are a surly lot.

- Just as well Dad wag there, or you you would have worried

over Wal's feet; but as for putting too high a pricgpon
himself-- piffle-~ he's worth every brown of it, & besides
he has a good assured Job, & it's not worth his while to
to leave it for any less & run of it ndgt turning out
zl good, He hasn't written to me in quite a while now,
but I think that he's a bit like me & waits until he has
something to write about,
In the abbreviated newspaper we get daily I saw that among
other thingsthe B.H.P., was spending a lot of dough on was
a new lot of coke ovens at Kembla, I wonder whether they
will mean another rise for Johnno.
I've Tun out of news, & supperl is just on ready, so I'll
finlsh up. Look after yourselves & keep your eyes on
“hristmas. Fred,

I suppose I'm allowed a P.S, too, They've given me 2
ribbons to hang on my manly chest. More rubbish to clut-
ter up a drawer,or fuel, which ? Fred,"

Sun, Nov 4, 1945. Last Thursday Igot an injection from

a new sgister at the hospital. I interviewed lr, Pogonowski,
at his printery in Hunter street , re selling the old "Wo-
rld's News" to the Historical _ociety. He asked me to
bring a copy to show to an official of the society,

We received the following letter from Florence;-

"Nyngen, 31 10, 45. Year Mother & Dad, How aTe things ?
Hope you are "in the pink" & the ants are not worrying D-
ad any more, Just as well he could laugh about it,

I oftem wonder how your poultry farm is going; it!sa
good tring that you have some decent-si es chooks noO¥.
o you still have a garden too, OT 1is the back yard
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a poultry run ? Bill is out at practice for.an a-
mbalance concert to be held to-morrow night, It sho-
uld be pretty good, judging by some of the items th&t
are going on. The other dav we all went to Bever-
ly's birthday party, & on gunday we will take Robert
along to the children'sg anniversary. I have nearly
finished my third dress : 2 are house-dresses, & I
have 2 more to make, Ihope to finish the one I am wmak-
ing ready for the concert to-morrow night, How is
Jose these days ? . Is he completely rid of his cold
now that the warmer weather is here ? It will be good
when Pip & Dool (WAL & FRED ) are home again, I don't
supnose Pip will actually be in Newcastle again to work,
but at least he will be near enough to come home often,
Mrs. Rees is still a visitor here pretty frequently &
gsometimes brings Mrs, Wright, a new-comer to Nyngan., I
called on Mrs.. Wright the other day,& the next day took
Robert to the pet show at the school, much to his delight.
There isn't much news, but I like to write a bit oftener
than I did ,after that long time without getting any
word of home, It seems as though the only way to get le-
tters oftener is to write often, Hope everyone isg well,
including Ivy who seems to be having a bad spell these
days. I have written to ATt & Phyll & Valerie to-night,
& now it's quarter past 1l,so it' bed time, Excuse the
Queer envelopes, but I forgot to buy them. In fact itts
pretty hard to get them at all here, Cheerio. Our love
to all. Florence."

Sun, continued. I have finished making a coop , & have
set a little black hen in it on 5 eggs yesterday. '
1 called at Williams' house last Thursday for'a 10/-

cheque, but the girl did not know anything ‘about it
I hayg to call there next Thursday. ¢ > 5
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Last Friday I go an injection in my right arm from the
new sister . The next day (Friday) I went in again &
consulted a young doctor about getting a blood-test,&

he gave me a ticket to get one on the 20th of Nov, He
also signed the printed form to enable me to travel
early on the trams, & I took it to the Hamilton tram
depot, but the official there declined to grant a ticket
for early travelling, because,he said,"the doctor did not
state the latest dime at which I could attend the hospi-
tal, I bought some watermelon seeds & tomato seeds at
Yoolworth's,algo some tomato plamts. At Kirkham's I
bought a packet of stringless beans, To-day I planted
the tomato plants & sowed the tomato seeds & the me-
lon seeds. Yegterday we received this from Fred;

"N X 193961 pte. F. Cocking,?24. A, G.H. A ustralia,lov,
1st 1945, Dear Folks, To-day I was sipposed to go
to the 2/6 A.G.H.about 1 mile down the road, because
of my mere 152 points, but have been given a temporary
Tespite because all isn't packed up here,. I've be-
en expecting to be sent somewhere or other daily,&
g0 never wrote until I could give you my new address.
However, ' know how you'll be expecting a letter, so

I can wait no longer. The said 2/6 has to be packed
ready to go home, or so I'm led to believe, by the end
of N ovember -~ this one by the end of last month —-
g0 you can see thatit will mean about 1 month later.
It's a bit of luck really that I'm going there, as 60
out of the 70 who were going were sent to another pl-
ace which has no idea of leaving until well after Ch-
ristmas, It will be extremely unlikely if I get home
by Chrigtmas., I know that you'll be disappointed, but it
Just can't be helped, & in one way it's better , for,
when I'm on leave before I get out, I understand that
I'1l get a train pass to go anywhere in N,S.W.

I'11 hop on any train,no matter where it's going, & in
5 or 6 weeks I .should be able to spend a bit of time
at Nyngan,; & there wouldn't be much point in my going
there 1f Flo was not home, would there ? '
The 2/4 should leave in a few weeks, & the new show, if
it does leave a month behind,makes it appear as if
I'11 have the novelty of Christmas at sea.

My long)awaited chance of going to the mainland came
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yesterday. We went about 40 miles from here in a snlfter
launch to Brunei, It was well worth going,& real int-
eresting, The town is about 10 miles up a river, & "boo- ]
ng" fishing villages were fairly thick along the shor-eg
& Just like Hexham, only 100 times rougher & dirtier,
while one 0p0081te Brunei itself is a block of shacks
pbuilt on a mud flats, & it must be 3 mile square &
c rammed - jammed together ' Disgraceful & horrible it is,
& as it's of pre-Jap times it would seem that the pommi-~ (]
eés are not the uplift -to the niggers that we're led
to believe they are. , Tn the town 1tseli there are
s ome real good houses & clubs where, I suppose, the
whites had all they wanted & 1lived 11ke Xings, The
nogt interesting thing,to me anyhow, was a dilapidated
Chinese temple, complete with carvings & lanterns & a
big fat Buddha, but the niggers apparently apparently
used it as their &1ub ., ‘Anyhow, it was chock-a-block
with them gambling for each other's dough., & they seem-ed X
to have a fair bit of 1t'too.- . _
The nui'sances are back again w1th their 1neV1table clat-
ter, so I'1l have to fininh up or do the block,
Don' t think T'm worrying too" much ‘about th'e way thihgs
are shaping, for everything happens for the best , to me
at any rate, ; & now that I know what's happening I'm
more oI less oontented “When I do get home it'll be
to stay,’& that means a lot don't it ?
I'm real well'& having a pretty fair time; ‘& glad to
know that, with the exception of 1Ivy,- everything i's going
swimmingly. write to the same address tlll I ﬁell you'
dlfferently. Fied LB _ , )

R (XSSP

Sat contlnqed. fas Thursday I T8061Ved a’” 10/- cheque
from Mre, "illiams

Fri, Nav, 16, 1945, LYagt Thursday I.got an 1njectlon in
my left arm . I interviewed Ur pogonowskl re the papers,
but as Mr. Goold hag gone off on, a. lpong holiday Mr Pog-:
onowski could not.consult, him about. buying the papers
for the Historical Seciety. I arranged to call again.in
a fortnight's time.- I have made a chicken-run ready
for the chicks that should be out to-morrow week,
Following is & letter from Gladys:-

(1y weight to-day is 10 8t. 3 Los.)
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lst Avenue Warrawong, 31-10-45. DeaT Mum & Dad
Wi!'re pleased to heat you & all the crowd up there are
well, We are all tip-top at%t present.. Last Saturday
week we had tw0O car loads of visitors from Sydney, &
it was lovely.auntie Mary, Uncle Peter, Alma, Fred:
Evelyn, Reg.& Berb, May & Vaughn(heB8's back from New.
Guineaj, pavid from Brisbane, & 3 others you don't
know them. There was 12 came up, & the 5 of us madel?:
we had a lovely time. The weather is a bit better to-
day; the wind has died down; it was terrible on Sunday
& Monday. Jack has a lovely garden this year-- it's
a picture . We're picking brocooli,broad beans, peans
spinach, carrots, p&Tsnips, on.ons & turnips,s so it's ’
not so ﬁad, I reckon , for so early in the year.
There's no news down here to tell you about,so I'll
say good bye & all the best to you all, from us all at
Warrawong., Love, (lad, xxxxx,' '

This letter is from Florence -

"Yyngan,ll-11-45, Dear Folks, You must admit I'm pretty
prompt at answering letters these days. We were soIry to
hear that your leg is giving you so much trouble these
these days, Mother, If it isn't any better by the yime
you get this it might be a good idea to see the doctor
to have a look at it, % perhaps he will order injections,
% they usually help a lot to relieve that pain -you seen
to have so often, If you have to have a course of in-
jections & have to stay in bed,l will come over & look
after the house. It is probable that I will be-over so-
me time before Christmas,anyhow., I want to get a set of
teeth; & if dentists are as busy there as they are here
T will not be able to get them during the holiday per-
iod, My ears still give me a fair amount of trouble, &
that, too, I want to see about while I am over.

By the tone of your letter you are worried about OhTi ghewia?
% the work it entails. Don't worry about it. You have-
n't ,surely, top worry about your family coming home.

I am sure they won't worry whether they have fpread & fat
to eat, & the house won't worry them, no matter what it
looks like. The main thing is that you & Dad are well;

& I would like you to arrange about treatment for your

1?%’ & I can come over while you are in bed, Most lik-
e you will have to rest. Just taking medicine doesn' t
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seem to help much, & if you see a doctor now you may
be all right for Christmas. I suppose you are hav- {
ing a cold égell to-day, & we .are here. It's just like
winter here & we are all down in the kitchen in front of
the fire, The anniversary last week was real good, We
went twice on the Sunday Mrs, Young was here this aft
ernoon,& she will probably go over with me on her way to
Inverell to stay with her paremts until the beginning of A
April, Anyhow, we don't know when we will be going e
over, because our dressmaker is sick & cannot make the
clothes that she is wanting for Beverly ¢ 1 want for Ro-
bert, The material for Robert' clothes has been there
weeks, but Mrs, Power ? has been too ill to do anything,
« of course we don? know when we will get them; but shhe
sows guickly when she is well, & Bill will call om Tues-
day to see her, Anyhow if you need me I'1l vome with- . |,
out the new clothes & have them sent E¥BX, on. Hope {
that Jose is well again ¢ 1 think that a while out here
would help him, but Summer time is & oit severe for a
new chum, ¢ I don't think he would appreciate the dust.
About Easter time is the time to ss the time to see the
West, but I hope by then his troubles are over, How is
tne strike affecting himé& Jack ?  Thankg for the en-
velopes, Mother, Don't worry, because I may be coming :
earlier, I'1l give you a hand with the work & take over ¢
if you are not well., Anyhow, let me know how things are '
going, We may Tring towards the end of the week,
Cheerio, Love from us all, Florence.

We had a letter from Phyllis on Friday, & they were all
well ¢ hoped to move into +their house about the middle
of December, Florence,"

This letter came to-day from Walter :-

w159 Gregory Tce., Brisbane, 13-11-45.  Dear Folks,
S%gge 1a§t gritiné I have again been by car 1o Mgry—
porough & Bundaberg, & quite enjoyed the trip, having
peen able to mix enjoyment with business. I took work-
men & tools to Maryborough & left them for a few days
to do a job on the RJA.A.F. boilers while I proceeded

to Bundaberg on inspections. At the same time 1 Wwas
able to fitgin a ?%W games of golf which were very en j-
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able Even now I have no definite instructions about my
transfer, although both& the Chief Mechanical Engin-
eer & the Director of Engineering have been up from
Melbourne, but I know that the transfer is to be ef-
fectedps soon as & replacement can be made  Dimmock,
who has been the local engineer, has been recalled
to Canberra, & I have Just seen him off to-night.
Lagt week-end was enjoyed at tennis & golf as usual,plus
a swim down at Clontarf which was very acceptable.
Last night I was one of a debating team at the local
Y.M.¢. we were fortunate in winning, Mum's letter .
about” the fowls,Daphne! s development, & the good health
of you all made good reading; & irrespective of the
possibility of transfer, I will in any case look for-
ward to seeing you all at Christmas., I am keeping
wonderfully well; & Mrs. Jones says that although I am
not getting fat 1 look more "golid", My weight has in-
creased to 1llst, '8 1bs.}so probably Daphne & I will
be a good pair, Cheerio for now. Money order for £5
enclosed, Wal," ‘

Sun, Nov, 25, 1945, I mseived an injection in my Tright
arm last Thursday. Last Tuesday I had a blood-count at
the hospital, I bought a 54/64 round drill at the
Workman'g Tool shop -for 6/9. The little black hen that I
gset on 5 eggs on the 3rd Nov, has. hatched 3 black
chicks. This is our first hatching,Our apricots are

fagt ripening & are falling off the tree at the este-
rn end of the hut. They are free from grubs. The
British authorities are employing Japs to help in murd-
ering Indonesians who are seeking independance from Dut-
ch domination, "There'll always be an England"-- where
dirty work is to be done !

Wwe have Teceived the following letter from Fred:-

"N X 193961,pte. F. Cocking 2/6 A.G.H., Australia, 1ll-11-
45. Dear Folks, As you can see, I've had another move,
thie time to the 2/6 A,G.H.  #11 thoge with 180 points
% over left yesterday on a hogpital ship from -~ from
the 2/4 I mean-- & from here we could see it pulling

out, One bloke with 179 swam after it awhile,yelling
to them to throw him a Tope : no one obliged, & he was

: ing ?
eventually brought back in & launch., Was he moanl‘g
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&% was the air blue ? This place is suomosed t0 be

cked by the enx of this month but I don't know if T1'91
be lucky enough to go with it. However, we know,don't

we, that my turn must come soon; & that' 8 more than we
knew 6 months ago |

The carpenter who was here before me has already gone
home, so I have taken over now, So far there's been
nothing to do ,& as long as it stays like it I'1ll be
quite satisfied, I've Dbeen here since last Monday, &

been in for a (swim) 3 times so far., The beach is only

about 150 yards away & has a good sandy bottom, & slo-
Des out very. slowly,; the ideal thing for a mug sw-
immer like me, Thanks for the almanac blotter.,

I'm still using the one you sent me last year, It
also was for 1945, At first I thought this was for .
1946 & I took it as being a bad omen so far as my
being home Dbefore this year is out. Now I regard
it as a good .one & hope that ther'll be no need to
send me one for next year, I can only hope that I'll
be home for Christmas, but you know as much-as I do,
so we'll leave it the "lap of the gods", By your
letter, Dad seems to be busy . I'm glad that he's
not taking too unkindly to the fowls & that he's
gaving you the trouble of looking after them; & if,
ag you say, he's doing a lot of odd jobs, he can'?

e feeling too bad, You isay that it's beginning

to warm up a bit down there., I only hope that it8e
still summer time when I get there. I remember tthe
time that. I came home before, in the middle of win-
ter, frgm up where it really is hot, 8o do you, I'1l
bet ith the easy time I've been having the last
month I+—should have been 14 stone now, I haven't
weighed myself gince I left Brisbane, & although I'm
no lighter I know that I can't be any heavier either
because of the heat. 1I'm keeping real well,&k tha%'s
the main thing,ien't it ¢ I've had a letter each
from Flo & Wal for a week now, & I might get one of
them answered to-night.  So long. All the best,
Fred."

We also had this from Florence; -~

"Wyngan, 17-11-45. Dear Mother, Your letter arri-
ved last night,& I am not definite yet as to when I
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am coming, AS to taking me away from Bill,don't w-
orry about him thinking that; in fact he wants to get
rid of me, He wants me to go before Christmas, so
that he will not have to come back alone. We have
been talking about going over on the 30th,which means
we arrive on Dec, lst, & that will give me plenty of
time towhave both my ears & my teeth fixed.(We means
Robert & myself)., If we do go on 30th it will mean
that Bill only has 2 week & a couple of days here to
batch; the rest of the time he will be in Bourke, I

~hate the thought of the trip over,but if I wait until

Chrigtmas I may not be able to be fixed up,& then will
have tqQ wait until some time in late January to come
back, nyhow, I suppose I'1ll be on the train from here
next FRiday week if all is well, & that-includes Rob-
ert' s clothes being finished, The train leaveg here
on Fridays,& so it should not be quite so crowded as
on other days. Mrs, Young is waiting now & going a
week later,when her husband gets his holidays. Don't
make any arrangement with the doctor or dentist yet.
I'1] let you know definitely when I am going, - As to
the dentist I want to go to,I am pretty doubtful about
that, but you or Ivy might be able to help me there.

I was thinking that perhaps ¥r., Wells at the Bank (he
made my first set pretty good) or ilrs, Longworth,
Anyhow, you tell me which you think is the best &
cheapest, Out here it costs about £ 20 for one upp-
er set, I hope that they are not duite so expensive
over there, Anyhow, I am glad that I haven't to cone
in the capacity of a nurse, I thought that it meant
that your leg +as getting much worse, Any'how, it might
not do any harm to have that limp seen. to. The Lantog-
en, as you say, may do the trick. It's good to think
your hand is so much improved, Ihope that is the last
of your skin worries. Dool must have been given a ¢
definite date now a&bout hig home-coming: it will be
good 1if they start a bit earlier & he is at home, du~
ring the holiday period. I want to have my hair waved
too when I go over: so with a new wave, new teeth &
new ears, I should be much improved by the time Bill

comes over., He is very anxious that I am not worrying
about sore ears at Christmas; & of coursre I am too;
so if they are cured thie time we should all be h?piy.
It's good to know that Jose is vetter again. I thin
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that he will have to come to dirty old Nyngan vyet to
get well-- but when the weather is good. Our love, *
Florence,
Wed, Dec., 5, 1945.Lagt Saturday,the first, Mum & I met
¥lorence & Robert on the Newcastle staleon at 5 to 4,
& Robert & I waited at the post office while Florence

consulted doctor Perret in Bolton st. Te her ears & 1 |
throat, He said she had tonsgilitis & prescribed for h
her, Lasgt Monday Florence, Robert & I went to Newcast- 2

le ag she had to see doctor perett again, 4 thunders-
torm prevented us from going on to the beach, Mr, Wil-
liamg rang & said that a cheque wag ready for me at h :
his house., Yesgterday I received a book of views of Ho- :
vart, Tasmania, from Mrs Christina Jager Mum received
the following letter a few days ago from lrs, Morriss

W56 Lett St..Lithgow, Nov 22 1945, Dear Mary, I rec- ¥
eived your ever-loving letter some time ago & so plea9
sed all were well & you were improving.. What happ-
ened to you,Mary ? You ha ve alway s kept so well,
God bless you & keep you strong. I am real well in

nyself & my poor old leg keeps good, I Jjust get
about the house, I came up in the car : I had to lay
dow:, but gtill that that is all Tight to be able
to get in the car, God help me: without him I amw no- ,
where. I am sorry to tell you Maggie does not get ﬁ_
good headlth: it is such & pity she has worked so
hard for us all. I do hope sie will soon be better
again, Eva is not the best, but the girls are wal]
also her husband. Bill is notthe best: he sufferd o
from one of those ulcers & gets some very sick tums.
well, Mary, “ave you got your boy home yet? 3
4 lot of the poor -chipe are home again , & what a U?
lovely thing for themselves after all they went through, L
& their parents would be so pleased to have their boys
once again, Our voy won't be home for awhile; he is
going to Japan , but I ask God to spare hi m tous all.
Those old Jape were hard & cruel to our people, & th-
ey should be kxevy in their place: what do you say 7.
Wellnow, Mary, what are all these strikes coming t0 ?
The men don't seem to do much good & the boys ocoming

. r boy-— bless him

home to more trouble, Where is YoOu y

did he get home yet 7 HOW nappy you will b€ .4 pave
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him home with you: & ,Mary, what is it all for ?
I do hope when your boy returns he isg real well,
Poor chaps, their food line is pretty rough I suppose.
Mary, how is Florrie,her husband & son ? Hope they are
well; also all the rest of your care, Poor Mr, Cocking,
how does he keep ? It will be 12 months on the 7th
Dec. sinceé I lost my dear husband, & how I do miss him,
At times I am very miserable, but Maggie & BL11l & Eva
& Col & family are all good to me; so I can't complain,
God gave my dear one rest & he will be happy, .
So now I must say Ta-ta to you, my dear old Pal, “ thhe
very bezt of love to you & all of your care. So cheerio
from your old friend,Maggie, Bill, & Eva send best love
& hope you will all have a nice Christmas & a bright
new year, Excuse all migtakes, @g liile Jan is on
the bed all the time. Eliza Morris,"

This letter is from Fredtence:-fFjoREmes: -

"Wyngan, 28-I@- 11-45. Dear Mother, Well, we have m-
ade up our minds to go on Friday, but as far as your
meeting the train in Newcastle ‘is concerned) it's pr-
etty indefinite Just when we ghall arrive, as the fl-
ver is booked out & we shall have to get any train we
can,, © ghall get the earliest we can after the train
arrives, If Art comes in I may get him toX¥iXe ring or
send a wire, but I may not have much luggage unless my

big port arrives at the same time as we do. I'11 te-

11 you all the news when we arrive, Un:til then VYheerio.

Florence,®
This came from Fred;- ‘ :
" Dear Folks, I have a letter from both you & Joe to
answeTr,but it seems that the one to Joe will have to
wait until I have gomething to write about. This
place ig supposed to be packed ¥ by next week-end &
to leave here on or about 15 Dec, It's hard to say
whether I'11 go with i1, but present indications sugg-
est that I'1ll once again be dumped--this one to 2/1
€.C.s8. (Casualty Clearing Station) about 2 miles away.
Some of the fellows from the 2/4 went there from the
start, & they say that the grub there is extra good;
so that's a big thing ib its favour, & will be a we-
lcome change from the Tubbish we'¥e getting here.
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Don't address my letters to there, though, wvecause I °
may not go there, if you continue to send them to t
this place they'll be sent on. If it wasntt for the
crook grub this would be a real good place, nothing
much to do & every afternoon about 3 o'clock down to
the beach, nothlng but a good holiday.

I don't thlnk you need bother about whether Flo is home
or not, because I'll have 2 months or more leave in
which to use my ;pass up,* besides you should know tht
home i's sure to be the flrst place that I make for,

You misunderstood my reference to Brunei, It{ was only
a trip that was arranged —- there & back in one day--
just a sight-seeing trip, & I was lucky to have the
opportunity to go. I'm glad,too, that I didn't have.

to stay there,

With Keith on the barbed wire & Joe with his cold,you
seem to be getting a few more or less trivial things
happening, but nothing seems serious; so0 everything iis
o k. Let's hope that doctor Arnold says that your
hand is completely better this time. There is a pict-
ure of a girl sitting for her leaving certificate in
the "Table Tops" (the local rag) to-night,,so I suppose
that Daff ig right in the middle of hers worrying her
head off avout it too. Art,too, will have his head
stuck in one of Gladys speoial type of books for his
exam, I'm feeling real good,with the exception of a
bit of a cold tut I don't think it will last long up
here & expect 1t to be better in a couple. of days, I
only hope that I'm home while theTre's a bit of Summer
left; but,as I <E¥%Xit's hard to tell how long I'll

be ub here vet. Xzed."

I know that you're continuing to ‘gend papers to me,
but it's easgily 6 weeks since I've had any, & every
change I get means another hold-up., I think that it
would be a good idea not to send any more as the last
1ot that you sent should just acout get to me when I'm
going home, There's always plenty.of reading matter

up here, no matter where we go,as every place carries
_quite a good library, There! s nothing else I want &
nothing e€lse to say,so I'1ll finish now. Don't get too
anxious about my coming home, as my turn must come goon.

‘he air.mail stickers are a washout up here.. ‘hey al-
ways stick too soon. Fred."

34
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Last Monday (I¥X) (31d) we received tiig from Arg:-
15 Charles St., Marrickville, Sundaylst Dec. 1945.

Dear Folks, I was going up to-see you last Friday fort-
night, out found out I could not get a booking. There
was some chance of getting a seat on the following or
some subgequent Friday, but I wasn't game to leave Phil
for a week-end any later than the beginning of November.
Apart from that,my examswere getting pTetty close ( I'm
in the middle of them now). My little sweetheart was a

vit disappointed vecause I'd told her that she & I were

going away in the tra.n, but I'1ll make it up to her by
taking her to see youhsome time in January, ‘Phyllls,z
is much better than should Treasonably be expected; & as
for Doreen, she's the BERBIBEBXX sweetest little girl

a oloke would see in a day's march, Not that she's an
angel by any means —-- she's a female Robert pretty often.
Just now she' s ia pretty bad odpur vecauge glie Shuchou
her dinner on the Iloor to-day * vrcke the plate in the
process. You'd vetver gel t.e tin plates ready a_ainst
our coming, Mum.A11 2 of us wish we could be at nom: I-
or Cunristmas , but getting all 4 of us nome vy tiéain

is too fagging a job for us to be game to tackle 1it,
Maybe Phil will try the Journey about the middle of J-
anuary . I'1ll take on the trip alone (except for Doreen
of course) if she doesn't like to face it.. Our chance
of getting the house we left is more slender than ever,
althougin there is gome chance of getting it. Next wekk
oneé of us will write to Wal or Fred . It seemg 40 years
gince I've heard from either of them. How's the book-
binding going,Dad ? & how is the lip, Mum ? & how is Chip
getting on We Thope everything in the garden is lovely
¢« the chooks each lay 2 eggs a day We suould have some
rezl news for you pretty soon. In that event I'1l proo-
ably ring you, Phyllis sends her love, 5o do I, & here's
a kiss from Doreen.X. Arthur, !

Tu<<d:r Jee. 13, 1945, Last Thursday * got an injection
in my left ara, At Ashte T Lought alutne“ square-asnded:
dl*ll for 3/6. Yesterday was a very hot day-- temp, 102

% " Fah, Florence & Robert weat to Mrs. Longworth to
g¢% heT nnmw teeth ., We have received tnis from Glad:-
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# 1%t Avenue Warrawong, Wednesday., Dear Mum.

Yo?r ae}comed letter to hand some time &Zo, ﬁo are pleg-
8%l 1O hsar you are all well; we are tip=top Just now
&lthough I had the flu badly last week, & the kiddi‘s
&1l had colds., We get our holilays on the 30th of Deo
8o I supooss, if we can get the petrnl & the traing are
Tunning. we'll be wup, one way or the other. We'rs ho-
pang Wa can gait the peirel, becauss we thiak the trains
might ba out out. Dell got 83 As& 2 B s out of ten
sulJas%y , 80 she Zoss inte sscond year whon sohool
en3; & “lua same tep : she got 334 narks eut of 350, Shs
gnes into 6%h olass when school starts. we haven't got
gsnnfs ragults yei, Isa't the old strike axful ' W e
had 0 ugs the XeTosone lamp & eandles last alght beoause
2 0'clook 18 & bit early to go to bed. Wighing you all
the sampliments of the ssason. from Glal, Jaok % family,®

’

AN

We almgo reosived the follewing lettszr frea Wal,)
MlDD Fregosy icisnos,lBmic o e 3-Y18e45 L DRARED s
<Desx Folie, 35111 another year is gettiag near its
$al, & this will prebably be my last leitsr befers
soalag you allmat ehrigtmas tims, Notwi thstanling !
all my efforts ,imcludiag ancther submissisn & wesk =ge, :
they sesan very loth to let ma leavs Brisbans, so I will |
not ba sowlag home for good, but will havs to returas h- ;
ere for at lsast sonms time in the new year, 9
T have arrvanged teo go to Syiasy en the Wadaogday ve- |
fore Ohxietaas (19th) & will ses the orewl in the Syi- ‘
ner 9i{ise Dbeloze coning home fer Ohristass. I misl
&lao wrlite te ATt to-nlght & ask kim to» book me & seat
an the Newoastls "Flyasr® en Charistmuz Eve.
I returaed ysgtsrday after sn enjoyable swlunlag wedk-
sad et BuTleigh Heads, 1t being waol betfs? now thet we
3Te abls to leave on Friday alght & kave 2 fall days
eL®aT, The car is Funnimg very well, although 1 didnt ¢
take it with me this time, as I want ts save the tisksis,
1 was laoxy is Baviag 2 tyves given me whlsd wsré guits
sultabls fer re-trealing, s0 I &m mow fairly well eff
with 3 new re-treads, How did4 Jeo get on about tyres®
Aag, David camg bask =13 fer & few dayg the ses: ba- Y
farTe laps, He sams to Taise Jupital & has new bougkt
2 ahsaist s shoy % paramatba,. 1 was gla?i:a.zigzl .
7ou wers sll well,with the exaspiien of Kelta Vs 4
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but expect ke too is in good shaps again by now,
Dad mast be gettimg ¢» be a real ponlsry enthusiast.
Ohip's idea in making toys is an excellsat one . Az
you siy, they are very expensive © Tather peer in the
shops, & I'm sure the kids will enjey the psrsonal tsuch
af ths homa-made ens, I haren't hearl from Fred for s
gome time ,but expect that the sutlesok up thexe is
o juwbled at present that he 1s waiting for things s
slarify thamgslves & bit befere writimg. There ig net
A0 elss ef naws at the mousnt, I am sozendhat &uriens
abonis the offest of ths sirike en thimgs dewn therze,k @a
s$2an enly hope that it doesn't become natisn -~-wide,
Oertainly there is 11t3le toanduillity in in elfh-ex
the natisnal ex the 1nt¢rnatioé&1_cg:ezo yhere at
present, & even jJods den't ssea to t92 pleatiful.
Donbtleas Dad is siudyinz the news uz 8lssaly as evzr,t
I will be able to discuss things at firs? hamd wheun I
ar at homs, Cheerie for the preasat., Wal, *®

Aleo this letter from Fred:-

Y X 133951 Pte., F. Cooking, 2/0 A.G.H; Aussriise,
Thure, 6% D6a, Dar Pelke, I hop? tlat wou nevesti
had o gasaking feéling t1a® I'd Leé kome {or Qkuietmas
veguuge 1D yow kave youlIle going 1o be disappelnied.

~he molh fTow here are dut to leeve REXL meek gome tige
we without me - bLut they won't have time to get hgue

, tut wlll et ihere a couple of daye Lefore the new
v8ar, The Geverument seems to be maxing somé ac2i ol
gesture to get the men home thig year.,but sc fax 1t%'g
&1l talk : Poate are always suppoeed to be cowing &

eTe net arriving., Vow the sitcry goes that 10,000 men
will leave here belore the end of. the year, Personslly
I'11 velieve it when I see it, Hewever, 1 they do ¢one
they should take megt of tke kigher prieritiee howme, &
that should meen $5at 1 shouwld be ob the waier in Ja-
wary, & thea 1'd #till heve a few weeks ¢F warm weatlpr
before Winter, There 1& cne bright epe’ en the Lorigon
< that is that Lculg Mountlastten 1a due tc arrive asre
to-aorrcw or the next day; & those cig buyge don' b move
areunc for the good of their health, ¥y interprefition
ie that he'g coming to wieke £final declioi abous Lbw
Foss taring ever, & if they're reedy tc oome i% wgn{f“
take long 7oy them to find ghips oI ue. Really, ¥ou
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ynovw, I have sothing to moar sbout dod I'w dolug very
listie work; & every afterrcon at about 3 Oteleer I o
Jowe te ke beseh, My eold hae mew quite gene & therel g
uotking the matter wiih me, We 8till Lave pletuzreg 3
sighte 2 veek, & oen the ether nighis there'u plenty tc -
3 he pe11sut millicoaire g life, the only tking,
g t?aT I em 2ot at hoitey, & that mukse & big differsuce,
wzote you laet letter not t9 Lolther sending any wore
&L E ! 6T anytting elpe for that metter, & the way that
the papere are not ccming in ie hozritle. The lest s
sbip to Bring any ~—~ & there was none 0l e—- Tgl O4
¥ Ioei & moet of Jue pepers were woie o leg spoilt,.
cews Wonthe singe I kad any, & on present delivery
i e ogend &ny ncw*I*d,ba well howe tefore thev got hele,,
?;v & Feberi should ve howe wken you get thig, & thay
sediis that the hill Billdeg will vigit more often,wc th-
£M$L ﬁh{uAd brighten up for you for a while,, Donit foa-
5-iﬂ 13 3w 2till away, to let me know Low Dad's Llogd-
L alge the exam ras ltg for the rob, . Joe will
that i+ all I ean do te find enough rnews o
rrive T Lut when things really start to meve hig
rill be one of the Tirvet I writes. If it helps you any,
Joe, Wal ig in the gewe woat. I Lad a letter from him, I
think before I got youre, & so far I haven' t written to
r*u931+151. I'11 have to write to hiv soom or he won't
&t 16 till ke gets back te Brigbane after Chrietmas.

e L

7111 firish aowe 80 long; it won't be for long., Fred,®

et 3 e I3
E o
°

"

s

Teem, corntinued, We aleo get & Christwmas card froam
"ihe Cogkinge at Varraweng' wearing thie message:=

¥ Though life brings mueh th&t céhénges
tné time kringes much that's new,
There's one thing never changeﬂ,
And thet's kind thoughts of you.'

den, Dee, 31, 1945, As I wish to re-condition my old
typewriter rivbone I heve decided to . try the following
plan wiioh wee puvlisked in the "yorld's Fews! 1) "S8.J.W,
Ion meking typewriter riobong any finely ”TVLAG" ﬁ“%“
ag the pltmenm, vaselxng is

Facivney meleT  ome e g
..-ﬁ.(ll!l-g, color way b "'e, - Tignn u o ooraer e
“ue esh vechile & waXx toe Laast coxl 3¢l iz
iial h = b e = B . ot ',\_"(: _-‘ I ,,..in' e E-S )
oige the rvicwon last a long time Wit I one inking e
- P ] 7y q'— o~ [ o
much oiement as feacsible ghould be used. To wmake bLlack
Lidhs o P"b‘ rin 2
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record ink, take some Vaesgeline, melt it on & slow Lire€
oL vaeler tath, & ilunccrgorate Dy cwnsitant swilding as
auch lampblaey 2t IELI1 teke up without Tecoming

o
e LU by
Iugpy.  Take frow the 1)
ink 1p now practically I 50
entirvely suitable on brial, i y
prOved LY & ddin“ ne OOlliwﬁ wex in small
!r“ ribbon should 09 Charaei ith e E{LRIIX very

venly divided amount of 1nk, neuoe the recessity
80;V&mt -- i thie instance a mixture ofe equai pRIIE
ci petroleum & rectified usplrite o0F tur peatine, In
this mixture dissolve dissclve a guificient amount
c¢f golid ink by vigorous agitation to make a thin

aint. Try *the ink oun one extremity of the riou OIl.
1f too soft, =se; if $00 goft add a .ittle wax to makke
it harder if tco pale =2kia ;itt e more color | ;
too hari add vore vaseline/ . If this is carcfuldy

, 1 to the Tibbon & the -surplxu is url*hci R
the reg-lt shooll be highly eatisfacuory.

fopted froa #The Handymen''g 1000 Practicsl Raceipts, ™

2 213 not get an sne bospl-
tal Oqu~oatjeats TN the ;t.
A4 _‘.
pl. w /. ;\Qlw T

uzf:;t P‘L11

"n:l‘,i \r JTG' wa f 1, E:‘.‘ ¥e1e con 1 A:Lrli
Tz <

sooth tored raaly for
bdvqﬁ ﬁﬂl,lumms

a Tew,frozen @aek 3 et ton & oa
iz tuzkey,, He & 3 taxi-ca rowe in
Lt. Lagt Tnuv&iaj T we % to I'rs, Luaoworth & had sy
0 f1i1lin, 5111 ﬁﬂs Leen 111 in
i o severe that ; lorche called
5T syregeriked medicine forxr him, To-
1 is not well vet, Therlie & =
a S3lencalk to ghoe
aturday, Cur
car with 2lad
e tomato plen
vimond Terrace,
sitﬁa e yeste
these - | Yw

Alme, Jorecn glflt
Yoel,Sharlle, Tsl, Flovw

1", - . ",
1:?90:%«.".0 NTe, Ol



12d .
- - megmaate, T received & book of Hobart

v >T previously, From Yum T reo ceived a shirt,
g e a Look entilled "Fifty Ilutinies, Rebe~
ll-ong, and Revolutlons v, 704 pages .‘T‘y 43 cl.).'tn,.()f‘;:,
FToee Fave md oa ook e u."'t.'.t’:‘” R ? moe Joba, 028 0age
toroan unknow 2uthor.,  Walter came froa Brigbane by

28 Eve & gave i ten pounds, Fred

ut expects to ome “rr,-r: R
Yrae, oLk sent ug
- W ih kind rene
Ay Jhristmes

e o .1" o"'in* leth

)

'Y -

rotle, w;ly i fcrtniz;' :
certals now thet I won's wnlk
there tERZEY for the Ii’?.:u one,
have a Shristnas card givea
THRY mend 1t Yhome to everw o
hone to Tead 14,with She Do

& . " . S A
o1 Pite C e '-“'"kln“" aj AC

Alal,, wut it's for them to
1le can pet thers too, You oaly
hal enctber girl, “ut net how suyone

it wae to e czlled, Haybe

wre that  wvow! 11 let me Inow

' roivivg eate & doges & the
s o spliches in throuzb the window, : v has
Bl hob it'e 5 real welcome change, I wat
¢ to-nicht, so that he!ll =

ghane; ac T wontt soay any
wy ¢old hae %

real good Yrx

.:,h. uight

get momething

e glpe secrnivel this from Fred:-

T. Toocking, B Coy, 2/12 F14, Amb Auat-
"Olks This iw not intended ag
nat if nor?.tef{ 50! muhlnr_‘ now
eon Chrigtmes & dow
oo be ooLit

4
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, the gane

X took the 7/ 4 home, which meant about 5 weeks for the
: round trip to _winey., It takes alont 14 d on the
L water; so you Son see that I(x not extrs Emay:

car e ough, though, says rou.There!s bren o few :3hipr-s
' aiuy in 1ately; the more the merrier,, They'vs conly
A ot to take the game bloke home once, & my turn st
eventually. Trherels & prethy strong o '
2ng are coming hLere Lefore the New Ve‘d"‘, & that
re!'11 be none ef us 1eft nere after the end of Jan-
Al*hough my voints are not hlgh *bav'r# by 20
rae lowesd he*e, g0 I won't be the lﬂw &G oo
ield Ambw‘f ance addregs is the one we nave L!@E-;‘:’..

C,c.;.iBC wolle Lo L1, ouv WO RS L0
~ . . LT o LR -
: of vhot ve 1o, % as he

A PRy
2lecent I-N v for vz to

se 'l have plmty more Cingt et
I e, A I: LD AR TeR woel'e Vol Wil oe ndl Tla sure
e} gatgﬁhemlh‘ &@nt on witoout much delay,
1 wae slad o Loaa e ather u.d.y ST G ULE whaels LI€
going butky i voad as 1l they ek & W Vil Lol e L

i ° e

F) [
suppese that the B.H.P. are getilng ready wo start up
agaiii oo, I aontt want & saortage of brelam W I
2% Ltlhere, because 1t peemsg that I'11 & ave ascul

weexkse 10 Loak Hed. Ve I'w real well, g,.x»b vicaily .o
b to do other than ygo dowe on the beath, & Lo
ti;at good gruk ls goling to we tulm..u uz; 1o
’ ag, Ef XL J/- & hewd soould supply eomctl g

Pohe I oewld, wis
Ldo wupe ket

) t+

LLQT,;’ ,b‘J I 11 find
&re 0T »ausiag ';;GI uh., o b

e 2 < * ., N

Liwe whel 1l heVe 2w
9 s e g e

2T LY L Une il YERD,

o

1940, Jack ,Llc.::,-c & fawily called 4

PO b.-ud 4..1.,,.‘4 Lu.‘.J‘_wJ Tf‘:l‘& ’(f}, lu =

e
Al
Car wits foberit to Belumont., Liuwc wa

<y e i K an - . . N -
LU :,ull i mucn petier, Het cav,
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1T#ur, Jan, lo , 194b., This morning I posted Mum'sg
tram cong .ession ticket to the tram ways otfice, lo
Philiip S%. Sydney for a new t:cket for 1946, I got an 5
injection iu my leit arm-iIrom the s8ister at the hospital,
At Kodak's 'ngot 414 sheevs,®f haif plate enlarging
paper for 1/10. I went to longworth's place, & Mre,
ongworth Dbored a little more out of my tooth, She
gave me some cards to advertime a meeting to re~-form
a League of nations Union under the name ofUnited Natione
Crgarigation, The cards read-- "You are cordially in-
vited to attend the inaugural reeting of the United
Yationsg Orgenisations(formerly League of Nations Uni-
cn ) Mayfield Branch, to be held in the parish hall,
Church Street, Mayfield on Thursday 17th January 1946
at 8 P,M, Isabel Longworith, Oonvener," I bought the
Sydney Morning Herald to see the resule of the Sydney
University eXaminationsg, but Arthur!s name is not in
it. At Harrington's shopl examined & quarter-plate
Reflex camerz ,tue $ir1ce £ 23, Son Jack,bis son John,
voung John David , Adell, & Alma have been here 3 days;
they left in Jack's c&r thie morning, Walter wert to
Sydney last Monday, & Bill Purdy.Florence,k Robert left
here for Nyngarn last Tuesday., I pald £ 1-8-2d at the
Pank of K,8.%. for the *National Geogrephiv lagazine
to be gent to Nyngan for B 114 this year, Some time
ago we received the following from Artnur:- . ;
fCharles Bt, ,Marrickville, Sunday,
"Dear Toike, Thne cursiRiimexs of raliway services pre-
vented our going home last week-eénd; now it i& unlikely the
we!'ll see you before the middle cf January, Phyllis &
the 1ittle nipper (duly registered #a Judeth *nne) last
Friday) care now &t home, Botk are feeling mighty firne,
The little tun is he&lthy & oomfbrtable% i,e, she
hag pno raghesz,eto,) 0 , 80 she is good all day & moset
of the night, Doreen tihinks it's lovely having a 11t~
tle baby sister, go we'lre guite a hepfy family,
Vet 11l be gending you a parcel next week. It sbould re-
&oh you by Qhriegtmeg or sbortly ef terwards, I inte-
nded to ingpect Dad's handiwork on his beokbinding by
now, I can't do mso, as it seems as though & Teport
is called for, Dad, You'd better let me know,tco,whet- |

her you man®ged to get the miesing NUND6X ¢ ¢ o o l
The Trest of the letter is loots
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We have received this from Fred:-

®N X 193961 pte, P, Oocking,B Coys 2/12 Fld, Amb. Aui-
stralia, 1-.1-26,pear Folks, New Year's Day, & I've
spent, like I've gpent the ather days lately, 'just lo--
afing & out; that's 811 there is to do here now besides
walt, The shkory about us leaving somewhere &bout the
20tk etill bholds & it geeme t0 be pretiy fair dinkum
thkie time; sc about 3 weeks should see me on the water,
I hope se, anyhow, becauge I'm getting & bit tired of
Juet muocking about, The Indiang have arrived, & the day
after to-morrew we go t¢- the:other side of the isla-
nd, with nothing tc do but watt our turn,, Iti's good
to know that Phyll & the beby are all right., The neme
they picked is pretty geod, I think, don't you ?

I didn't quite know what you were driving at when I f-
iret read that the Millingions hadn*t left Joe!'s houee
to (to0 1) clean, First I started to think that Jack

¥, must have taken it, but after I remewbered that
Middletons were the lagt pecple in it I woke up to
what you were driving at,, It shouldntt have been too
bad : why it's only &bont & year ago since it wag done,
I'm sending you a ocuple of picturea: I don't quite
knon what they mean, One seems to be teaching the kid
how to be a flag flepper, & the other kes me tricked,.
You may be able to worTk 1% oui, Oor some clever cow
down there might, There's nothing much to write about
s0 I'11 finiek up, I Just thought that you would like
to hear from me on the firet of the year, 1I'm o k;
keep that way youraselvess ' Fred,?

P.8 I got *"World's News*,3 or 4 Heraldg & & big bundle
of Buns & Heralde from Joe yesterday, the first for s
long time,. Lest night was pretty tame piotures &
concert t11l midnight, & at 12 o'clock a few rifle
shots & Very ,besides & fair bit of kere, tin benging. @

To~day (Thurgday ) we received taig telcgre.ﬁ from A=
rthur :- *pageed; see you Wednesday.® :

¥e aisc received the following Letier from Arti-
®15c0harles Street, Merriokville, Tuesdey.

”~ N V“
Leer Folks, We received the percel from Ded, Thanks
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very muck, Ded; you knew: just whet we noeded.  The
nippere are oouing-aleng nicsly,thavks, egpecislly. th .
little one-who ig now growing. a third chin,ghetg the .
mogt contented beby I've ever geenj we hope it doegn't
that ske'1l be a equealexr later on, . Wal will find me
&t home any day of the veek -frow 9 till 12, & at night
fror o6 onverds, - Frem 8-tc 9 a,m, I'm tepching a bloke
about 30 to speak & read, For this I bhope to get a -
8Thank you,® From 1l t0:5-psm, I'm tesching swimming
at Bankgtewn Bathe, For tkig.I hope to . get 16/~ -,?er
day, Itts & pretty-haxdly-,-emeg few bok,but 1'd do
it for nothing I'm go bered sitting around heZe, . .
Wal will find Phyllie,poer: -brute, at home at any &
every hour-of tke dey, & for nigati She'll be mighty
plessed to sec him, & will give kiw a.charoe to play
with the klde & sdrmize: them:( whiok, being a bloke of .
discretion,k discernment; he oan't very well aveid do-
ing, until I return, B0 come any time, Wal, We'!ll
welcoue you, even though the home ienii oure,
Econonics regultes will be publighed in the war cables
edition . (noon) of the "gun® &, I thimk, in the Sydn-
- ey Horning Herald on the 8th, 9tkh, & 10tk Jan,,i.e,
tuesday,Wedresday,& Thureday of -next_week, My name '

ight be in the lists fer Englieh = I (Arts) ‘Eoonom-
108 & History ef Economich Thoughts I'z a bit windy
sbout it. If Flo drops us a line we may be able te
meet her, Bill, & *Smacker® at Centrxal on their way b
back, If Grandma (Witheridge) will look after Doreen
we{ 11 probsbly skow you our latest kid, We hear no
mention of Chip (Charlie) : how is he ? Phyllie sends
ker love,S0 do we &1}, Arikur,’ _

Fri, Jans 11, 1946, {I ia;ic }rééeivod this from Webgtergi.

15 Greeﬁfiaid !‘orraice;:-'rértrela»tiv near Redrutk, Cor

I ) k
wall 29ts Oot, 1945, ' Dear Mx. Gocking, I am wiiting
to tkank you for thke pagors we are getting _ enjoyong/
You wanted to know if they are coming reguldrly, Wel
some weeks we getthem 3 & 4 & week, but T think 1t wo
as owing 'te_ the war, Thank God the war heg ended: we
are more thar therkful, What a dreadful time it'g been
for all of ua, Now we oen lie down in peace onCe mOTe,

& ve have our street lights, & our windowe without
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dark curtaine, It wag awful to go out of doore: not a
bit of ligkt to be poen, And we need to be more th-
gnkful that the old borbe never drep anywhere in pPor<
tresth, but very near by-- cnly a mile from ue-- they
have done a lot of damage to the airdrome, The noige
gcaral ue at the time , I do hope we nOvEr Rave any
more warg, we ghan't if we all do unto eack other as
we would be done unto, We trust you are all keeping
fairly well if net in perfect health) Our boys ars
well, Fred has got over kis bed attack, & Frank has
been in hospital in Bru-ssels, He osught a gevere
cold & it settled in hie back se bed that ke oould see
ercely stand, but aftex treatment & regt ke ig well 2
agairn, He ig helping to guard prisoners in Brusasels —
not too good a Job -~ but they are like in sokeol; do
what you are told, Anyway, he says they have very good
foed & comfortable bede, more than he has 2lwaye heod
gince in the army, His wife, Hie wife & little Jos
yoe are well, Jiyoe has heen very bad with wkoeping o
cough & 2gthme,nThey oame & spent the afterncon witk
us yesteréay, It waz & nice day. We htve khed a very
rough week -~wind blewing a gerle, trées blown down, &
rair ir toxrrenta. No one could go far, Now we h&ve a
lovely day to~day --sun ware just like Sumwmer,

Well Nr, Cocking, my eyeeight ie lots bBettexr, My ankles
& both my feet had varicose XEIEE uloors, I ocouldn't
sloep with pain, & our doctor osme & ordered me to bed;
80 I1'vs been up here 5 weekxg, I don't like it, but itv's
dome them good, One ankle has healed & the other foot
is nearly well, He seid only rest would heal them, I
ocan sit out here now in the window, & the sun is grend's
I fecl 1ike 16 in body, X am thenkful to say.
I kave jJugt lost my eldest brother, 78, He hed & si-
roke a few months &g0 & was never well agein,pocr okap,
A fenw montke older than my husband Harry, & ke is wel
as oan be after that long illness, Someene is outside
with him now. Heis lmugking & shouting,you think kim &
eckhoolboy, He 1ig sending hig best regarde to you & Mre,
Cooking & family, You weére goying about them prese-
rving the water oui waere, "hat a plty they don'$ think
of the right thing to do, We were just the sare —-

tong of gpring water rubking to waste —~ but since the
airdrome hag neen up there they lesve it for theix owmm
use, Not so much wasted now, We are never short of wa-
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water-- lovely spring water, I have not had a letter
from my covsin David out there for quite & long time
now, My girls are both-well, Kathleen is still at °
Falmoutk, & Myra is here deing tke kousework for me to
heve the regt, Doctor said I should heve KX¥E had 1t
befors, ut I didn't want tc bring My s home out of
her good Jobpk- - ¥Yes, I feel sure our ILabour Gevern
mént mean tc do what they say —— no half & half with
them, They'r¢ going to do their best for the workers
&ll around, We are about the only ones that ave La-
bour in Portre ath, They JustX¥p put in the Conserva-
tive, MNr, Agnew, again; they think the world of him,
Like ps Webcter gay, , the more tkey're bit & kicked
the more they mold for they hold for them, P& gets
into lote of hard talks, but den't mike any imp-
regsion , they can't gee , or wor't, :
Anyway, our Labour are in full power, more than before.
Some gay they never did snything when Lalou was in be-
fore, but tbey weren't in power;couldn't blow nor str$
gtrike mack then: they will now though, I'm sure,
Yes, our girle both had their share of bombs at Falm-
cuth, Kathleen was a fiTe-watoher. Ske hed to go out
ever so often ap they dropped lots of inoendiery bombs
& caught the keuses on fire, A femily of five wers
killed very near where Xyra wag,yet ske ecoaped herm,
but 11 worried us, We were afrsid for them to stay do-
wn tkerxe, But thkey would stay oo & ceme out all right
lucky, - Now Mz, Oocking, I must ologe witk kind reg-
ards & thanke for papers & the books, well they were
sonetking to read worth while., Trust this will find
“you a1l well as it now leaves us,  Ae ever, ycur sin-
ocgre friends H, % B, Websisr,
Before you get this I Rops to be out skipping around
again,® ‘ ' ‘ T

Angwered Jan. 11,:"'1946. ;'Signtcd 0ft Nobbys" sent, &
group photo of Mum,Floreance,51il & Robert,

8at., Jan, 19, 4946, Last Tuursday I got my usual in-

Jeotion in my Tigat arm a} tae Rospltal, I paid a po~

und aue Ior eleciricity. st Yeds Ars, Payliis, Doreenf
Judila arysiyed Ifom Marligkviiie, &Ll wetli,

. pa p »
P B ﬂﬁ%s - for tnopensienors'iuoou‘mn

on TRUT, aa%v is 2/~ comtribution & 2/- ieVy.
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Mr, ®», Longworia R8s ieny me "Tae Mariysaom UL Man *,
oy ¥inwood Reade, YogterdaAy weé recsived thAe 1040w
ing ietter Irom ¥FioTence :-

*Box 15 Nyngan, Lo~i-4o, Deaxr Foiks, Well, mers we are
again baock in dirty old Nyngan,aithouga Robert says &e
iikes being obaok, We haven't aad moa dust 80 far,
bt Judging by the state 0f the Rouse * local reporis
the dust-storms were pretiy numerous while we were awy,
the 1irst big sning to mention, though, is Duri's {Da-
pane ) pass to-day, or yesterdiay wouid be more sorrecsh,
bu’ we are always & day iate with the news ouid sere,
Anyaow 1t is great to know that she got tarough. I il
bet ghe i3 & Very happy girli news Congratuiasions
" Dup, we're proud of you, Ias boy arcund tRe coIner
(Mrs, Caiiaghan's boy ) was uniucky enougk to fail, &
“Ww@ars & very glum look, I suppos® that AXi & Payliis
% gheir daugetors are with you now., Waat 4o you think
of the new nippery, Motaer & Dad ? Ien's sse XK & i~
itt,e p2aca ? I was Jjust about to send that litile
pillow over to-day for Dorsen's dolil's cot ,but I taimk
it would be hardiy long enougkh If they send me the
sizo of the 6ot 1 0an be sure taen; in the meaniime per-
haps you may lend Aer taat littie cushion, Mother,
We are all well, but finding it mighty hot ,After the
first day in Dubbg, Bill wag his old seit again ( I
mean his Wild Weat seif), & we came mome iast Friday.
Biii spent all day oen Thursday at the ghop whil Robert
& 1 amused ourseives in the park, mostiy in the batas.
We were going to 868 Olive Worley the night before we
1eft, but kad to turmn back because Robert was too tirsd.,
Anyaow, we met her on the stasion the morning we were
leaving, 8he had coms down to welocome & new "off-asider®,
Her old mate kRag gone in oharge of Lithgow, 01 had
her mister Hazel's eldest girl, Margaret with her,
She is a ice 1itble mappy kid, with feastures much like
her mother's, but definitely more grins.., 01 said ghe
is coming out shortly in the Ford they have racentily
bought; & I think I shail Rave Margaret while tiey are
in Nyngan Hazel % family have Just been $oD ubbo on
a vieit, & Ol ts wondering Just how Margaret 1s going
to return, Ske mAay have her for gome timé until her mo-
ther oan xome again. Hazel is stationed in Quoensxgn&%
g0 1t's & big trip to take, How did Jose get on abou
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tyres; did he have any-luck yet 7 I hope their hol-
iday ian't & faijure because of it, I suppos that
the next visitor home will be Fred, 411 the men are to
leave by the end of January; so I suppose that,after
he has a good spell at homes, we may expect him out to
ses us. I am very glad. you didn't¢ come over, Dad,:

1 mave found the heat pretty hard to take since we
cams back, % Bill was greading going to sSourke because
of it, but he!'ll get used to it again, FRobers is a
iittles champ since we returned, His behaviour has
certainly improved & he is no trouble at all, I oaly
nope he keepsg it up Perhaps the kids about kere mi-
ssed him while he was away - 1t's hard to gsay -- but
thexe isn't always & fight in the street now like the-
re was before, All the kids seem to mave deciared
*peace”, Robert has a special playmate now-. Ian pa-
utnsy-- he lives along where Jains lived. His father
took Mr, Suith's place in the Bank here, Ian ig 7, &
I hops thaey don't quarrel, because I can trust Robert
with him,, He neariy iives here-- arrives beilore we.
Laocs breakfast, 4 only goes home for meals
1t soons retty likely that. we shail remain here for
the tinme, gaing, anyhow, The returned man has notg
applied for his Job so far, The boss was away on hol-
1days whiie we were im Bubbo, but ths Inspector told
Bilil. that he thought Bill would stay here, I had

& letter from Mrs, Smith to-day & she said ghe was loo-
king forward to seeing us en our holidays. We won't
- 'b® popular when shs learns . that the holiday is over
.& we didn't call, Her.father died about b months ago

{1t must be all that. tiwoe since she wrote laat,,

You should kave seen the mail at the post offios for
us to collect when we returned, And taik about fan
wail-- thére was some pile, Inolnded in the number
thére was a oard from Valerie, S8he is not returaing
to ¥Tngan, a boy has been transferred. here now,

Well, this is a good long lstter; it should make wp
for thc , & thanks to your good. iooting after, Min
~we are in the "pink”", Ny ears are very muca imp roved
& 1 think this treatsent will cure thenm, Oheerio. Its
aboutll p m,; s0 it's time I turned ia , Qur love 0
you ali, Florence,* - »
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gat. Jang 20, 1946, Last Thursday I got an injeotion
ag usu®l at the hosipital, I Rave not seen Mr. Evans

of Spesrs Point there (at the hospital) lately, I wonder
what has beoome of him, I called at LongwoI th's houss
on the way home to gee Mrg, Longworth anout replacing
the bit of metal p adking in my tooth, but & girl sai-
d that Mrs. Longworth had gon on a 3 weeks holiday &
will not returm until Feb, 1llth, I have just finigked
reading an old, yellowed book entitled *Traced & Tracked®
. o sathor's name is imacribed, but it is a "Nerbvert
Jenkins!'s Book" of 307 pages, We khave resceived tre
following ietters from gred L Wal:- _

5§ X 193901 pte., F, Oocking, B Ooy, 2/12 Fld., Amb,
Australia 15-1-46, Dear Folks, I imagine that you'cs
been thinking all sorts of things,, because it's a wh-
ile since I wrote, No, I'm not on the boat yel, but
there doesn't seem much chance of me being here more
than another forinight: maybe I'1l get away before,

& 1f£ I do I'1ll write XXXIX on the day tkat I leave,

As I told you before, we have shifted on to the otiaer
side of the island -- the side facing the open sea I
mean J) & my tent id only a few feet <from high tide,
The Ohrisimas tide oame to within about 3 feet of my
ped, so next day I got & couple of sheets of iren &
built & retaining wall -~ you know I can think eof
much more pleazant things than to wake up with bed &
all fleating out to sea, 8incs coming over hers Itve
done practically notaing else but sleep, swim, & eat
& drink cocoanuts, Nioe woxrk if you oan get i%, en ?
That was up wilil to-day when we went down to give a b
hand with the packing of the last meiical unit left
here, so you oan see that when it's finished there's
Do réason why we shonld be 1left heré, <+ read in

the "Table-~Tops" to-night, & I suppose ii's been publ-
ished in the home papers, a list of the different
priorities with regavrd ito discharge going back o X
Guinea or staying in the aray, It appears. that altio-
ugh I mightn't be immediately discharged A wen't be
sent out of N.8.¥ somewhere around Syiney I guess,,
which won't be too bad becasuse I'll be abls to get
home pretiy often &nstill give me a chanoe® to find
out something about Tyiney at the Govi, expenses,

I'd much rather go home & wash my hande of the whole
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thing, although after a bit of ,eave I wouldn't mind
going back to the islands, I know that you'll be much *
happier if I just waste anotner month or two in
Aus, ! it shouldn't be any longer,
It was good to read that with the exsception of il}
everyone 1s pretty right; & as soon as he gets back
he'll be o k again, “pparently you didn't under-
stand my reference to the & bob, I never paid i¢
it came from the canisen profits, I think, Ohrisunas
never cost me a Ra-Zoe, You surely didn't think '
that I'd bs mug eunough tp pay in good dough when it's
the Govi's, re;sgenaibility to at least give us some-
thing worth while once every oracker dat -- don't you?
It scems that the fowls muat have bsen laying pretty
welli , for the last month or so we've had an egg for
breaxfast every morning,besldes fresh meat & butter
pTetty often; eso you ocan see that the grub has improved
a lot, as Y&ll's right with my world", at any rate,
You know it's strangd, but good feed makes a tremend-
ous difference, I hope that it won't be neocessary t-o
nail the nectarines on the trees so that they'll still
be there when I get there, but if I miss out this timme
I'm sure to be in plenty of time to prune the trees
& make them take it next year, The papers seen to
havs been laying the sob stuff omthick again. Appsren-
tly they've been trying to give +the impression that
the blokes were so glad to be home , that, for want oof
gomething better, & being so glad %o be sailing into
*Our harbour”’ again <they Just piltohed thelr slothes
overboard, . I'm sorry to disillusion you , but just
pure laziness & the lack of Ifresh water to wash them
is the reason, Most blokes go home with & surplus, &f
clothes, & when they get like the ground Just pitch
them into the sea,., I have 2 extra, th shirk Strides
, & I'11 be surprisel 4if I have more ithan I'm supposed
to when I leave the boat, I don't know if it will
ve worth your while to answer this, &s I may possibly
be gone from here before an answer gets heres, but if
you have a bit of spare time & write as soon as tais
arrives I might get it; although 5 days home & 5 baok
make ten, & I don't thinmk I'1l be here then, 1Y you
do write don' % bother to write much -- just half a

page saying that both you & Dad are well will be su-
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fficient, - I don't know if I told you before or not,
but there!'s plenty of monkeys here, oniy 2vous 2 or %
girrerent sorts, but a queer thing is that the X%
Boongs are frightened -- rerrified of them & run like
mad when they se® one, But our blokes have caught a g-
ood few & have them for pets,just 1like -kittens they
are, & sit on your shoulders or heais, I wonder what
Dad thinks: I'1l bet he gtill has a snout on them af-
ter that one nipping his finger open at the Tighes
gii&,gircus. ¥No more room, no more news, All the best,

red," ~ ' |

Thig is from Wal i=- i , -
" 159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, Z2-;-it, Doar Folks,
‘ers I am back in the Cid 10X 4l L0 BRELLL, BaVaug
atiived a Wook i88% dunday, bBut Ou.ullg oXOLlidlyg -.ab
uappened ,80 baven't hurried o wilve, 1 Bpune a éwul
1n Eyda-y Wieh-Keg David, buv uuddi vin@eiay 1 MUSL wb—
‘e guy an anfeotiun unuer Gwe toe nail of one of my
1eft toes, which wag very sore & somewhat TesTIiciLok

T my aCuivity, fowever, iv 18 noW placaculiy; WO pos

vene again, 1 caisidu Cu A¥E & phyaris, & by strangs
coincidence Flo, Bil % Reber: ariived just as I was
thinking of leaving, Wag very pleased to find what
nice kids both Doreen & young Judith are, '
Po8sibly ATt or Phil or both  are visiting you now;
gtherwige the house will be Very quiet again after the

hristmas rush, Let me kX ow how Bill is when you
next write--~ I Hope he ‘has completely Tecovered by t
this. The weather here has been terrific during tue
a8t coupie of days-- very hot & sultry -- mustbe ab-
out 90 per cent humidity, so that our shirtes can almost
be wrumg out when we go home & change into shorts.
Have been piiii) wmusy plceking up back work in the oiff-
ice since returning, ovutv nave boul given 2 New wil,
vach abdut 45, one of tnem seems very promieing: mi-
ght even be gble %0 work him into my job sveniuaisy,
& Suppos Joe nas gov &wd, on hie holidays by thie.

11 my efforts both here & in Sydney o get a 24 wype
for nim were i nov avai. , & -évidenily Bill wes un-
successful , &g he was to let me know if be locaved une,

rTovably shere'ii be plenty of tyres soon anywag: 1 sees
we have to get 50 pér oent more julce next month,
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¥hatts the latest news drom Fred ? I mist write to

nim to-night, & hope my letter reacheg him o k, N
Hoping you are 8ll well as I am, Yours wal,® ,

To-day our little speckled bantam has 2 chicks hatched
& way have more yet, - S .

Fri, Feb,1 ,194b,Iwent to Newcastle yesterday after o
aying Mr. Coburn 2/~ sub, for the Pensioziercyassooiag:
ion,, “ got an injéction in my riﬁht arm, At Tighes
hill,on my return, I went to -Mr, Albert Williams' house _
cnamed "Lauriston’ & was paid a cheque for 10/- from
the Gardiners' Lodge, At Newcastlie I paid £ 1-4~3 to g
the Gae Company, Very hot weather to-day, On the 29th
I"Jrioutt?elli on'1 &5 memorial) notice was publighed in the
swcastle Her - It 1 asted in th ‘
this book, 'Fogaa.yti ﬁ&shodc.l roaékitfg })ﬁf%hcgg:r of
Admirel of the Ocean gea", & book of 356 pages by
Charies Paul Meckie, which wae ocwned by dear old
bruther Bob, he has oressed another dark ocean,& I
hope he hag alsc found & pleagant island on the other
gide § To-day we received this letter frow Florence:-

"Wyngan 30-1-46, Dear Folks, Thanks for sendimg the ;
toys over, & I don'% think it likely that I will go to |
the trouble of packing them up & sending them back z
sgain, Mother, a.g\ﬁ; T will gend ever the cest of sen-

ding them here, Robert was very pleased about their
coming, & figshed them out of the bag Just as if it wae
Santa's vislt 2ll ever agu.ini‘ If I don't send the
postal note thisg time I will send it next, I may go
‘down to post this to-nright, It's sc bet during the
day now tg;t I go out as seldom ams possible, You did
not tell Bill drfinitely about the sheets, but I'1ll
send a catalogue over, & you can gend the number &
what you want over, I hope you are not in a great
~burry, SEXBLEEEEX -1 meant to mention about them last
letter, Do you still want the tea-toweélling ? .
The one we MEE got was E 0 ¥ I on page 16, It'a
pretty good, I forget how much you wanted, but let
us know when you write, I hops you have had a good
rest since all your visitors have left, . The :“?:r
who was coming %o. sty here while lirs, Ioung is

ay will not be coming efter all, I had s letter on X

R YN




" : 141} C

Monday - te say that she was been transicrred to Finley
Mr, Young ceme up & hed dinner with us on Sunday &
stayed mopgt of the day, He ie finding it% pretiy quiet
&t home, “e went to see Mrs, McFariene jyesverda; who
lives 2long this street, & I promised itc supply her
with {(snk-e&ver untdl we get rain, we nen B8oKE goud
zein last week, & & desd frog was found in their itauk,
It epoiled all their waier, & 80 They were using che
river water, It's not very goed for drinking & isn't
safe for children; sc 1 hope that we sokn get more I=
ein to fi11l their sank, as vuey emptied it,

Everything looks very dry out here, but this & next
month is the woret {ime, NeaTly every teacher atu
ihe school here has & move, 6Vei Tae hegld WasLET,

Mxeg Witheridge socmed t¢ ihink that Arv would gei &
move too, It would be bad luck if he did Just as ks
has hies eown place at last,

"hat is Dapbne going to do ? Is she still going into
the Teachers! COollege !  How did the photus wuin oui
Ded ? Lid you get any decent printe ? Bill incuired
avout the car he was interested in out here, wvuti une
own®r docsr't WART W 89ll yeu, It's bad iuck aboOul
Jose's ¢ar, Bill seid that a ferw days before he went
to Bourke last time 4 tyres were scld there - just
the ¥ind Jose has been waniing for so long, Did they
get amay for their helidays at all ? Hope that you
are looking after zour-elf thie hot weather, Min, & %
that Dad is 0 k ', that his teeth heven't been giviug
aim any more trouble, How i1g Daphne now ? You say
she is on the mend: I hope ghe is quite well again,
It won't be long now before Fred ig home agein ,judging
by 211 the boats that are being sent to bring the men
home, I suppose he is well on the way now if he left
on the 2th , I'l)l put the news on to-night & see
if any boat has landed to-day or ig due to land, You
soould be smiling now, Min, it won's be long, Dad
al gt & move yst 7, The trains go back to their odd
routine to-morrow, which means that I shall heve every
second week-end alone ., Bill is in Bourke this week,

I say alone, but it's not quite that, because Robert
ie & great maite when Lo is in the house, bui ever ginocs
We G2me nome he spends most of Lis aay in eulie und
olse'sy yard or nes scveral of his “goughs' here, tui
mogtly I only see him at mesl timess & at night.
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Hie holmay did him & lot of guoud & he looks the pioture
cf health, He gays he likes Nyngan best because it -
makes Daddy better, Cheerio, Heope I haven't forgotten
to mention anything important Florence,*® '

Tues. Feb.X 5 1946. I have posted. the *fide World »
nagagine to Bill Puzdy-~ the November issus. I am rea-
ding” "The Life Of David Livingstone. * This morning
we received this letter from Frod:- '

* N X 193901 F.Qooking, 2/1 4 ¢ 0 8. mustralia sun,
Jan 27 1346, Dear fodks, ' I %never realised,t:11 I
Just asked a bloke opposite, that it is Yal'g birthday.
I haven't had a letter from him since well before Vi
ristmas, but 1f I'd realised that it was his birihday

I would have written Just the same,/ I've been changing
my address so:often lately that even 1f he has answered
my last it's Quite understandable my mot geitting it.

I fully expected to be aboard ship before this,tut you
know how 1t 18; they re always giving eyewash 2 6ra0k
information out, until not I believe if rhgn I ses it,
As you ses, I've been taken into the 0,0,8, btut was
only there & fow days when it olesed down, % although
1t is now my address, in reality I'm in the staging
carp from where the next move is to the boat, Frank
Foxde the ¥, H R, --~n0%t Fatty -~ was up hers the other
day, & although I think so 1little of him that I wouldn't
go to hear him, I understand that he said that there
wers only 2 more boats %o .go from here: ons on Feb, 2nd,
& the other en Feb. 1l0th, I'll be ‘a bit oZokked on
1t 4f I'm not en the first, but whichever I go on
I'11 endeavour to ssnd you a noto when I'm sure I'm
leaving, I'm writing this frm a Y. M.0,/A but in the
town, about 1 mile away from our camp & the fellow I
oans here with is walting to go back, so I won!t write
any more. - I only wrote this so {ow 11 know I'm still
walting & so that you won't expesct me home BBXZ¥N much
before the end of February. Perileously oclose te the
oold weather, eh ? Look after yourself, Fred.

P.8. I dontt¢ expoc you % a& angwer this as I shoula
eazily be akoard before I ocould get an answer,
After my next letter to gpou should come & telegram &
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about what train I'm-on.®
This-motning-JQBC,IV&;B&phﬁe Keith ' Nosl starte
: y P - N¢ Tt
:;ftﬁ’ by fg”*“fﬁ{:' :hhon‘da?r at Katoonba. This 1 )
'8N 1R Type-in at I made. '
% & 1ittle turps.. ®of vaseline & lampblack

Mon, Feb, 11, 1946, We have recoived this letter
from Walt:~ o -
" 159 Gregory Terrace Brisbane, 5.2-46, Dear Folks,
1 was glad to get your letter,& grateful to you, NMunm,
foT your . birthday present, I thought that at laast yon
had forgotten one, I will buy something for myself
when I see something that fills the bill, You ment~
i n ATt's new home -~ I know nothing of 1t ~—~ a0 how
about some details, pleage * I supposs® Jo& & Ivy
have got away by tﬁil; & will be interested to learn
where they have gone (o), & 1f eventually he
was able to get a tyre, Tell.iig to let mo kxnow if
he needs ration tickets, as I miay be able to help
him, I wrote to Fred on the 22nd Jan, , but have
heard nothing frem him since,s0 assume that he may be
on his way ,although I soe that a lot of ohaps from
L&duan have ‘besn put &shore &% -Radbaul, I was ple-
asse to hear of Bill being right again -~ he certainly
had a migerable time in Newocastlé, which could othorw-
ise have been very enjoyable., I suppose‘they have
settled down again, & I will be interestsd to hear
of any move by thea to.Dubbo, UGokar, ets,. Brisbane
has.been turning.on. some hot weather again lately,
althongh to-day has baen gooler,* ws goldon have any
diffioulty-in getting & good slesp-at night, - i
Is Daphne o k again ? I thought ghe'd never get sick,
I'm s9T2y in beling longwidded about the map, Dad, but
I'm sending one now under separats cover, vﬁioh I
think will be satisfactory; in fast it is the same
xind of map I have hanging on the offioe wall,
‘It will surely be better than anything you have at
‘home a%-the moment, but doesn't {ndicate the Barr-
fer Reef islands in any detail. This was the enly
one I ocould get, however, I am fntending to go to
Rookhampton on Monday to evaliiate gas engine &
producer plant for emasrgency géidyftugpiy to- the
local counoil, &,,ég%eet to be back in Brisbane af-

ter a few ddys. - herwise nothing of imporTtance
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has pensd -inoo my 1ast letter exoq;t that lut -
eok—ang I went with 7 others ahupa to apond a very
nice week-ond:at Norm Balmersis cottage on-Br¥ibie Isl-
and at the Northera end of Noreton Bay, - The™ weather
wag very oalm,but hot & there ware mrpruingly Tew
fish about, I boing t e onlg one tp.ocatoh a&ifigh of

a 1Lttle over a {0 they insutoﬂ I sheuld
eat .The island is: eortainly ‘a niod, pratiy plwo
cpend a quiet holiday, & we had an oxee}.lon%”time. .
Evideatly you are-all in 'geod mick,.&:I hope:you ate
finding things moTe: enjoyable’ﬁth the gradaal easing
6f restriotions -- yet I suppose - you:would be:able to
get about moh moTe ‘1if only Jeo eould get that tyre.
- 11 tho bent Ial.'

{

We 81-0 reeeivod a httor-cud :rom Jq:ez- R
*Xatoomba, 7-—2-45&, Boai' llmn & nad You ‘8L8 : by this
we have at 1nt~au~1¥c& Rereo aftora lot:iof tyoudble
with the patohed-up €yre; This pen’ io"'ﬂoz 1*11 see
how a- yoncu -goedy - »v~6haﬂ;t»¢- Aontwas
0ld ene , it turaed ougj;
the loan of Alffs 410l ot =
ve ag yours leaked,: : ‘But nbnr ﬁna-, g nmagéd to
~get here & itvs’ Fretty hot:toorduring th day, batl
ocol at night. f. you want to ges in- toush: .. eddregs
letters to P.O, XZateomda :I.am wondering if: Irdfhl
eom bask on.the boatthaichas: bosn baoked ssibeing due
{ﬂh&pl) Ivy's e cv‘ilo' mmun‘ bub:isi 8 veTY: 8
slow; othorwise: wel' are 6 I“Mplfyou_l!b both:wel
W1 mto this god lct mbkmn vhoro 'o nro & thatm
ocri.bblo 11; 18} oo : % e w
e Jou .- AR

'ed. X'ob‘ 13 1946 ’!utorday we- rcoeivﬁd thi. f:om Fred.J

fpTimns’ sto-

-~

¥y x 193961, Pte, r. eooung, - G.0, b1 Labm ‘Fob, 68h,"
Dear Follr.u,' The: boat 1’ i I'u “led _to ‘believré that
we go aboard to~mOTTOW. night or eaily Friday uoxning.
The crew. sAy We. mum bc :ln grinb;no ﬂae»g T
after this one. oomln
they know it's possi . ihgt s may go eu .frem thers'
fo_Bydney. . -That pATE_ daes got wotry mé muoh) Bat I

woulda't mind & day.eF 2 45. Bri.btnc; bt it u o etr-
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aight on- twﬁ‘gydmu 14-wil1d an & lot- Tesw trouble Yu-
.mmtmtmr; lace we go to hay its fors
Pl ‘inx bk ’:.bqter*e the pic-
(P M* ~letrer Mul “any-
amp tbou,t a
i a’thi‘ﬁg"bﬁt nar around —- nét
ev:en ;a.ewim.-e;-rﬁ »a-,e nut, only the most horrible grub
1tve: peim’bla to;intg&:n‘c, ao"'r“htvs nothing to-write
asout .- Don't  bother &nswering this.-Expect & toleg—
Crem in sbowy a Tortnights So-long for nows
A terriblimeribble, but 1t will tell yoi' ﬂmt‘ l happo—
"'ning, or ag miGh; a1 knov tiyaelf. “Fredi* '

;/; ' - 145,
|

‘Sun, F eb, 17, 19463 Lést- Tlmrv. got my unual in}ec-
‘tion §t'the hospital, I ‘bought a packet of gtock seeds
for Mum at ‘Weolworthtse! I -paid Mri Ooburm 2/+ for the
__Pensioners! Funeral Tumdy Jgse:d -I®y came last night
wi'th Daphne, Keith, & Hoels : Jo‘ie@mmds ‘40 sell his
6l1d. Ford; car: bémmsew 1t is ﬁo Hardide Wy tyres for 1it, ‘
|
|
\

Ivyt left™1ég ienot-well wét ‘&at‘féﬁe ‘soTe 1: heau-

- ng. Rafn "yesterday & ‘thiy R
Thi‘s letter bag éeoma -mm Floronom- S

é& that you 3111 |

,‘ xpeq ig 8 1e ,‘tér Tom me By fow ,#But T’ haven't ‘mach
idea’ what to. wﬁ:te about ‘Life -Lani b ’vémy exctting out

. here; especially in ‘hot weather Thefe 19 ho“ where to go

excopting ‘40 the picwru, & “we /go-to them.about once a

fermigh t; sometimes ence -a week If:it séems to b& a good ~
: Bﬁl was-dwhy ldst. -8at, , ab%& didn' t go, -

,H;H aa to ga {0, “BouTke On- Sa'eurdaya now-instead of Wondays.
‘TR *4¥ain’ does not’ go down until Tuesday. since the strike

, énded-w' ‘He wighes the filndrs had one leng strike, hé Bays s,
but of course that. wcmldh't -do either, As for. a%aying
over: thera,(ntn even théugh T didn't get my boarder,I gu-

. ppose thid® mvmy jeb now,& -1 oan' t complain, . I had a .

.good “spell awdy from’ the place.; 'My.ears aTe- very muoh ige-
proveds "1t was wefthgoing over for that alené, -

Mr, Young & Mr, Brand are grass-wldowars & we have bhad
them up on ‘several sundaya ‘for dinner,. WQ should be pr-
etty good,. being friends with ‘the po¥IV¥éhan’' & the parson.
Rober: & I““we:z invited to Alan ;dphersen'a“‘mrthday tea

on Saturday,_ st*a ed till wen"* after 11 4 .s0 that put

the evening in.f gpTe-.
ggave he roug. me g;mon: out here,

fri— 8 CUL
i
‘She 1& coming down to ngthe day“with ‘mé on Vednegdav,
They have 3 children—-agk‘;o eldost a few ‘months younger ghun

'-h
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Robert, & the baby Just4- months. : The old wman at. *I:he ba-
Ck -- ﬁ (‘¥r, Simpeon)’ came:iover tosday & &sked. - oanike do

my messages for me, He hag asked me bsfore, but I  hate to
impose on him, he always looks 8o 111, but he goes down,-
anybow, 80 1 let him get my meat., He was away for hours:
& we had finished dinner when he returned, I thought he
mugt have had & weak turn & fallen off his horse,: He is 66
& looks abeut twenty years older than that, Don't. worzry
about Fred, Motber,; he will bave to take his turn I supp-
ose, I heard over the air that a boat:had arrived in-
Brisbane at 5 p.m, yesterday , & I wondered if' he was on
that, Aunybow, ft should be that his boat will arrive in.
the next few weeks, or perhaps he may be home when' you g-‘
et this, Anybow; worrying won't bring him any sooner,
111 only upset you. ‘Are you still taking your tenie 1

* You & Dad ocan oconme: eut any mine “after this month for a
holiday, but 1t's too hot yet, MT, Brand said he may be
able to. get a- aehqelgtrl of 14 to stay here with me, Her
beme iw in the countzry, & her pa.ronta woujd like her to do
another year at school here, . He mentioned it last week,
but I haven'!'t seen him sinee.l will know definitely thia
acek, g;erhaps. . %gu need not: pend any money for the to-
welling AT you sénd the oo & tell Us the amount
you want. Bill can do the rests Just had a welcome in-
terryytion -- 8 shower —— it didn' t:last long, ‘but enough
to cool the aiz for a while & to cause a tcmgorary ‘blagck-
out. The blackout didn't matter wuch , it's hardly dark yet,
but of course I couldn't write ‘for-a 'hilo. : lloFarlanes
will be sorry when ‘thé rain stopped so. soom, They dan only
get a alight dribble from their $ank: the water is just up
to the level of the tap.. The Iittle.we.got won't make any
difference, but it's possible we may get more during the
night, It s time %0 knock off now & get Robert in for h
his bath , He says. 1‘011 Granﬁma 1 am good, & she will
eay I am a little tramp", IT you remember,yeu called him:
a Obamp, but he is. slightly mixed, Anyhow he thinks it's
a greai cempliment to:be .a tramp. chearia. Love to a11.
l’lerence. T . 5

Billy Bodenham was. killed by a train, & -was: buried at
S8andgate. yesterday. Billy wag a prominent Sociallst & .
Labourite at ‘Wallsend more than 0 years ago, & was 1at-
ely a Gommunist o . R
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.Trom Labuan with bis bag'& .baggage,about & hundred weiiht:

od. Febt, 20, 1946, our éred arrived home last Monday

He had landed at Brisbane & came to Gosford by train, "hen
he got there he wap informed that he could go home if he
wished to; so he oame striafight back by train to Waratah

@b & walked home from there, He is- very bromn above hisg

waist, tut is quite well, Last night he returned by trai
in to Sydney to see the military efficer, He went out to
Marrjckville & saw Phyllis,Doreen, & Judith, but did not

‘aes thur, Fred returned this. afternoon. Hum bag washed

hie élothedilkpoth#r things, To-day we Teceived thig let
ter from Art & phyllis.} '

1196 Illawarra Foad, Marrickville, 15-2= 46

Dear. Kum & Dad,nany thaiks for the negatives, rhioh arr-
ived gome time ago, . You must forgive ug for not reply-
ing before thig,but no doubt you realisd the work involved
in moving houses, & know that we have.been very busy jeoi-
ples ‘We have been up until 12 nearly every.night for .
tho lagt week .or g0, & every morning has seén us hard at
work before 7, -We've kalsomined pretty well every room
in the houge, so that the Jjoint is nearly fit for human
habitatiqn now, - I've been busyy-too, tutoring my .two
pudlse, . Yes, I've a paying p'apii nowe- 10/~ per week

A twelve. yem old boy comes ewo nights a week for coachi-
ing 4in English & Maths, If I oan do s9, I1'm. going te
take on enough coaching this year to pay i’or my Uni,

woTk nexi. year, It might be a geod idea 4if I put out
a brass plate something like

. IoJ: Cocking B.Eo
Coaching in
Buginegs, &ientiﬁc

i .
I've been trannferred to Bankstmm.whcre 1 teach lst,

end, & Jrd year ginging, ,2nd year .bock-keeping, busineu
.pIiﬂGiplOﬂ, & 2nd year Engligh, Mr, Frew,tke boss, is &
very clever 3§d fox, but hetg quite a slaveidriver. the

ﬁoed old dayspf ease are over |}

oreen was away for a fortnight with her grand arents, She
came back browned, healthy & bensger, . The J.ittle nip

is still the picture of contentment, Phyll i es in the pink,‘
When 1s Fred getting out ! Tell him. to come up %o our
place when he arrives in Marriokville, I'1l probably be



8.
going to Newcastle alons ' this. friday, 8ee you then,,
ATthur,® - T - -

p

~

This morning I went to Newcastle & got an injectoin, but
it being a public holiday or account of the Newcastle ghow
very few patientg were at the out-patients'' s depariment,
I bought 2 lbg, of dried fruit at the Bargain arcade,
To-day we received the following lettwr from Wal;-

¥ 159 Gregory Tce, 19-2-46, I was Very pleased to hear
from Fred on gunday morning last, but dis?pointed in not besing
able to gee him—~ partly because he wag going again the game
day, & partly becayse my car wag in dock having the rad-
iator Tepaired. Anyhow, he i probably home by now,& he
assured me he was feeling quite well though he was not
a.le to get hig disoharge immediately, Thanks for ke-.

ing me so well posted with the news, Mum, but I was
surprised to hear that he didn't get the letter I wrote
on 22nd Jan, It may catch up with him eventually, .
"Steady" didn't exactly give Joe the tyre at 8 Quid,but
at 1eagt he wag able to get away for a break, & the mountaing
are ag good ag anywhere for a change, I have somes prospects
of getting him 1. oF 2 fyres at the right price; so will
keep on trying, Since - my lagt letter I have been informed of
my promotion to grade 3 Engineer, to be Tretrogpective to
ist Dec, 1945, The rise is only & 36 a year, but I'm
more interested in the upgrading, which will carry further
annual inorements & put me in line for any.jobs which may
be going, I went to Rockhampton on Monday of lagt week
& returned on Thursday. . It's a town of 30,000 odd pop-
ulation, but not particularly.interesting,perhaps becausge
I struck it during such very hot weather, I wag up there
on the valuation of gaas engine _ EiXEX auxiliary power -
plant at Yaamba for the Rockhampton water supply. I also took
a morning off to go up to. Mount Morgan & look over the |
gold & copper mine, This was quite interesting,but. there
wag no opportunity to pinch & mugget of gold: as thereis
only 1 § ozs. ~of;~geldgn‘ewh 2 owt, bngot of copper,k
the final refining prooess is done at Port Kembla,
I came away without any desire to woXk there, aa mining
operations always seem a dfudging operation in dirty
surroundings, The weather here has. been very hot &
humid since my return, so. that I .can hardly hold that
againgt Rockhampton, ..On Teturning home each.night I
change into just & pair of ghorts & generally h;' ° : be
cold shower,otherwige the evenings at home would no
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very pleagant., Am- very well. otherwiée & things are doing
fine, heerie. Wal,®

Mon, Feb, 25, 1946, Last Friday ;mght &rthur arrived. home
from Marrickville, He wegt to the Newcastle show on Sag, &

left here lastafternoon. -for. Sydne; with a 1ot of his old
school books, J

Following is & list of cerrect sizes. ter Whituartha bolt.

fo tansis /16 3/8 7/16 172 .9/16 &/8:

To. tap. for a bolt [4 5 5/ 8
DTl a hole . 3/16 4 19/6413/32 13/32 15/32 33/64
o tap for & bolt 11/16 344 7/8 ° 1 1.8  1-1/4
Bril{pt hole - 31/64 5;8 14/16 13/16 15916 1- éa
fo tap for a volt 1-3/8 1-1/2 | 1<§/8  1-3/4 .
Drill a hole 1-1/8 1-1/{; 57 1-1/'./2 ,

ETo tap for a bolt 1-7/8 - 2 inch diametsr.

Bnu a holo o 1-9/16 1-5/8 ..... inoh dilmeter.

‘Sun Mar, 3, 1946 Last Tnnrsday 1 paia Mrs., Watts 2/- for
the Pensgioners! kssaoiation & vent to Newcastle for my
ugual injedtion.:I paild*7/6 for a bottle of Xama Vita -~
an extrast of liver alleged to be.a curs for» raicious
anemia, at a chemist's shop in Newcastle, ~ Yesterday
ur, Williams brought a cheque for 10/- from the Cardeners'
Lodge for me, Some time ago Mum received the following
letter from her old friend Mre, Ellga Yorrisi-

" 140 #illiam streut, Earlwood Feb, 16, 1946, Dear Mary,

You will wonder what has beaamo of me, but I did not come back

from Eva's plase till after Chrigtmas, I had a very nice

time up there; I know such a lot of ‘people, Lot of the

real old folk are etill there, but I am very lucky to get

about with the gamilees-? ,& it's good I can travel, I

yake up a lot of room , as I still have the caliper on my leg.
‘e keeps about the same, & I suppose I am lucky I can get

about, I am back down with. naggie, & '] am sorry to tell y-

ou sghe is not well at all, S8he has not béen the best ‘

for awhile now, I do hope she will soon be well. It's

very nice at her place ;everything is 80 nice & green &

clean, Eva would like to get down to live: she might in t-

ime, Her 2 gxrls are growing now; the eldest will be 11

3/
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in July, & a big gitl, The other girl 13;6'tnfﬁygnot
gso they are coming on, I suppose Florencetrsg boy. is 6
now ¢ they soon growup,  How4sg Fred ? Did-he get home
yet ? He was at the landing of Balikpapan, I think by
your letters, ~—Harry wag-at the landing & Joined the-oc-
cupation forces & left Moratai &n the 15th for Japan,
we do wish him good luock; for we are longing to see him,
You will also long to see your boy, & best of luck to him! |
Haxry 18 just like Maggie's own son, She was 3 when ghe was
born . It will be 4 years on the 19th of Feb, since Exn‘s
boy wagkilled at Darwin. The Japs made no mistake, & wh.
- ato cruel lot they have been,, Our men did go through so-
.me pain by them, It will be nio® to have the boys home ag-
ain. What a terrible thing this shorta of food ig We
hope for good geagons, & that 18 what will help Everything
has been hard, dry segson, no men %o woTrk thq land; so
gll was agai st us, but we must ask God to help us & ce
will, I do hope you & all in your care are real well, I
think about you a lot, & wonder if Mr, Cocking got all
right. What a strike it was among the Port Kembla men ,
& then the miners : every one was uoget, Letus hope they
will go on all right now., Dorrie was umin Lithgow to
see her mother, She is well, Her boy ig 10 ysars old now,
Time slips past, How are 2}1 of your grand-children ?

How many have you now ? “11 well I hope, So now,
good luck to you ¥ & fond.love from your old pal E,
Morris, I am logt without Pa." . . .

¥e have received tﬁe'tollewing letter fgém.‘Elozgnce:a _

"Nyngan 25-2-46, Dear Folks, .The last letier contained
;hZ“ %est 151';1841:)“1; we have had for some time--that Fred
wag at homs, I8 he back from gydney yet ? & does he int—? _
end comijg out here 7 -He said in.one of his letters last '
year that if he didn't sed us over there he would come-out
here, I hope that still holds goed, although Me may need
a good long quif at home firgt., TYes, Mother,.we were
thinking that you were sick , We were going to ring
1ast Friday night, but.youT letter arrived in the afterno-
on & saved usthe trouble, Not that we mind ringing you,
but you say it's suoh a trouble to hear us; so we only Ii-
ng when I get a bit worried as to bow things are, We hai
the evening out at the piotures 1ng::ad, %b;t;:uggeegjgy 3}
; 3T we. game. here, L0 W Gy a
§Otu;;é£1¥afeigeeg,gégg:_ov‘r there you should see it,
1878 0w’ 15 the " .o of 14, No, Mother, we didn'tt

=
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haves any gtapes this year, or if there were any they had
all gone when we returned from our holiday. Fred came in
lucky after all to be in time for the fruit,, & espeoially
for that stedk & eggs +that he wantsd so mauch.. I don't
think thdre is much chanse 1f the school-girl coming to b-
oard here now, so many weeks have passed , Mr, Brand w-
ent to Sydney for a month go I think the arrangement mu-
8t bas fallen through, Anyhow, it doesn't matter moh be-
csuse I am not so lonely as I used to be, & knowing Mrs,
McFarlspne in this street has helped a good deal, [FRobart
gets on pretty well with the kiddies next door when they
are at home, but the girl has just started school, & the
boy (about Robert's age) is more at his grandma’s placs

a Gouple:of miles out of tom, than he is at home,

Robert spends half the day mostly at McFarlame's playing
with S8abin or she here, Bi1ll went to Bourke on Saturday,
I don't see any sign of that oar yst that he intended to
come & bring you over in at Eagter, He has his eye on one,
but the owner won't sell, so I think that trip will be off,
Anyhow, when or if you do intend to come out gere again
did you know that sleepers  are back on the trains again ?
If Jose & Ivy want to send Daphne over for a change after
uvbeing sick, we would be glad to have her, & would try to
arrange for her to come over with someone; but I suppose
it's pretty impossible for her to come =ITight out here
until she isg a bit older. Is she going to go back to g0~
hool, ? or is she waiting to.get a job ?  Robert started
Suiday school on Sunday & thought it was pretty good, He
thinke it's pretty good to be Grandma's Champ, & says *
Don't tell her I am naughty sometimes, will you 7%,

But I think you would easily understand as he says he
*cah% be good all the time," o .

A If's good to know that everyone over there ig keep-
ing well, Bill gent for the towelling,& it should be
here by the -.end of the week, We got the material for Wal!a:z
shiris weeks ago, but Mrg, Power hasn't been too well again
lately, so Bill ﬁasn' t worried her about tlie sewing; but
we will try to get them over somé $ime within the next
few days, Tell Wal they won't take long to make once she
gtarts on them, I hope he is not wanting them espeoially,
_sumner will be almost gene by the time they reach him,
¥ell, I have 3 more letters to write,so I'11 say cheerio,
Love from Florence & .Robert, S

Pe B4 Bili.iaéJﬁlaaéed,to;receive a'létterﬂfgem"hié+-iater
B England the other day. L
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Sun, Continued, I he.ve reoeived ‘this from ireg Webster;-

%15 Greenfield Terraoe,portreath nr Redruth CoTnwall, 6-1.
46, Dear ¥r, Cooking, I am writimg to thank you for een-
ding on ‘the papers which we Teceive nearly every week;
sometimeg 3 come at a time, We enjoy reading them : 1t'
good of you to send them, .I am Borry no t to have written
you before, I have been laid up since the beginning of
8ept. with my ankles, I could not heal them; go dector
ke;rx me in bed until they healed, & then ordered elagtic
.atockings. So ng w 1 oan gay they are better onge more,
1 hed to take Mira from her work to do the housework, I
wag sorTy tc have to do it, I hope you & Mrs, Cocking are
enjoying a fair measure of healtb, O0Of géurse we can't
exgeot to feel ag we did when we were 16 or so, Pa Web-
ster is well & gets about like a young man, After all that
heart-trouble 1t's wonderfuly Our girls are fine, & so
is Frank, He is to be démobbed in March, .Just been home
-for hig last le@ve. He i+ in Brussels still, He enjoys the
best of healih, hag made friendgs with a wonderful o{d
lady & her huab‘&nd who is 14k Mum & Dade to him, Ee spen~
ds all his time off with them, They have no children —
Jjust a lone o0ld ocuple —~-~reared a Yittle girl who has been
rarried to an American & is living out there; go Frank
goes up to give them a hand, They bave a nice house & ' y
grounds, & rear fowla, rabbits, cslves,goats,sll kindg of
things for a living, fruit in a.bundanoe, &. have lost a fo-
rtune in the %X two ware; been in prison in thig one,
So we have to be thankful we've been spared.. Nothing h
has happened t6 us although we have 1lived in feat, afraid 4
to go to bed most nights, Thank God,nothing bad has happe-
ned, We have spent a very nice Ghristmas our family
were 811 home, & their. wives & children, éut poor Fred
hagn't gained much sincse his illness , He hag to stay at
home from school now with ‘a bad’ ‘trhoat,  Katisleen ig lo-
eving Falmouth to 1live in Truro, Her gentlemanhag been
Cancn to the Bishop of Truro; ncw he is going to be a sub
~dean; sothey bave to go there to 1ive, :
¥e have had: gome lovely freety weather -- cold,but. 1t vas
lovely to have it go dry after weeks of rain.,,.: .
1. am sending you 2 nice’ views of Carrn. Brae Cagtle & monum-
ert, No doubt  youhave heaxd about Carn Brae, It's lovely
tO go there in the Pamner timej you oan see for miles . é

O%d Lota of goats live up there belonging %o, the perle

e Oastle. We used to go in there & have tea: now the

!
i : ‘ o . s o I
+ - . ’ b :
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o : ‘ m‘lig}w“‘? T
“:old-/people have gone, Oh/ my éldest brether has-gone -

' -F&igzaﬂiglast wta%etiaﬁYﬁie véﬁi}*eiggtai fpoar>oi;§gha¢.‘
good as gold to All, & my opupein in CGardiff, poer. thing,
Wdg; slok /& 1on§- B,8hei uséd to oome down & stay with usg
sométires, ow, Mr, Cocking, if these elastic atockings
don't dome good 1 am going te try the bandages you. said
about in one o you¥ letters, Qur chemist said he never
knew or heard of them,Anyway, I am feeling grand at pre-

sent, so will end by wishing you &Mrs, Cocking a very
happy new year, Trusting all your family are well, Begt
::g&ma to you all. I remain yours sincerely Emmie Web-
sterx, Co : } o .
P.8 I not heard from my cousin for a long time now,®

Sun. Mar, 10, 1946, Last Thur; I got my usual injection
at the cut-patients' department of the Newoastle hoepite
fal. . At Woolworth's I -bought a pair of stick-orn bhalf so-
les for Mum, Yesterday Jose,Charlie, & Fred had a sail
§in Charlie's boat on the Hunter, .Aftermards Fred made. an
§alteration to the chuck of my drilling machine whereby I
jam now anble to deill withk the very small drills, Yesteri-
flay we received the following letter from Walter:- i

,159 Gregory Terrace, 5-3-46, Dedr Folks, ~Sifice my last
lletter I have been glad to have letters from both Joe & D=
f/2d , & I have done notjing further about getting tyres
7 for Joe's oaxr, Inwas very dissppointed to know he we
as going to sell it, however, becsuse money ig not
much good these days, whilst 3 car, even though 1t
does give trouble,ig almost invaluable to bresk the
monotony, apart from its value in emergency, Tyres,
toc, are now being released; & if he hasn't already
eol&:-._the car, I for one hope he changes his mind.
Is there any word from the Teachers' “ollege for
Dapbne yet ? --1 hope she mskes the grade all right,
How' g Fred ‘doing ?-- 2 real Mayfield-ite by now
again 1 suppose, whioch ghould be more pleasant than
being the wild man from Bornec, Yet perhs he st-
111 has the wanderbug & is dééng some travelling
whilst on leave, If you are writing to John you
cab tell him that I haven't forgotten his oar door
bandle, & that I should be able to send the new ha-
ndle domn in a-.week or two, ..Also, if youtare wr-
> 1iting to Flo, you might remind her .of the #ports
shirts she was to bave made for'me, = “verything
here is goed, & the weather 1s now much cooler;
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155, ¥z A
in fact the front pages of the papers are filled with
news of the Northern floods,; I can-appreciate the
reports on Towngville, but I've never been in Home
Eﬁl or Ayr, Th® week-end bofore last we had a pl-
eagant fighing trip down the Bay, but only caught
about 30 squire between 6 of us,. Although it was
- dull there wag a fair wind blowing & I got pretty w-
ell burnt, but loet it all in a day or two,
Things at work are doing quite well, as are things
here, & I'm stil11 in the pink, Cheerio, , Wal,
Mum & Dad, An gengding you a few quid as your share
of the dividends on my last rise, back pay on whioh
amounted to'about £ 6 1laet Friday., Thanks alot,both
of you , for your help in the early days, Wal, *

¥ ( Enclosed were 2 post foi,oe'orderg for £3 eich,)

Sun 10th continusd. 'Ta-day‘ol'wrote to 'Harrh Webgter :
4 am sending photos of Hales foundry & the Commonwealth w
woTrk s, :

Mxn, Mar, 18, 1946, Yesterday after oon Fred returned
to Sydneyto report to to the military suthorities. He
probably stayed last night at Art's place, I have fi-
nished reading "The Martyrdem Of Man®, by Winwood
Reade, It 18 a book of 437 pageés, & was evidently written
to attack Christlanity, It Tepeats the.old expleded
artuments in favour of the fallasy of Evolution, &
‘assumes that Man was first a savags who learned by
war & other forms of suffering, He said there is a
spirit in Man, but also sald that thers is no ghost,
wgiolg is a contradiction, for ghost & spiTit are the
same, I was disappointed by the book, for I thought
that it would ghow & explain how ths wor}ers of the
world,in all ages, were exploited by the owning class.
He never mentionad the class struggle directly, nor
showed how the workers were & are robbed through the
private ownership of land & the means of production,

WE have received this 1ettér from Florenoe:-

"Nyngan 12-3-46, Dear Folks, I Juat forget where I
.put the last ,letter, gso that I may answer it,% any
questions you may have agked ,but I know i% did contain
postal notes, one of which has t0 go bask when they
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are changed. I am gorry, Min, that you did net get the
same tea-towslling as we did the one you got wag mucth:
chesper, btut not much good, 1% only cost 6/11 the peice; |
go the 2/- note has to go back, but Bill will have to out
it firgt, He is in Bourke just now & won't return un- ,
til Friday. Hope that Fred is enjoying his leave, & ;
it'3 one long leave when he eventually reports after :
the 23X three weekg are up. Nyngan isnt a hot place
these days; we are havinh real Autumn days & the ni-
ghts are very ohilly, This cold snap seems general,
though, according to the wireless': it will Just guit
you down to the ground, Mother,
Tbe Rees farily expect to be over that way this week
or next on holidays, Robert hed an invitation to Barb-
- ara's birthday party last Friday, but I couvldn't ta- 8
ke him down, I ve been unlucky enough to have Eag-
tritig ? for the past few days, but I feel a good des-
al better téo-day, It's been pretty common ocut here la-
tely ¢ Bill gaid geveral people on his rounds have
nad i1, Docteor called & eeup e of times, & as ugual
wanted me to go to hospital for a few days, & as usuzl
I refused & survived without, - Bill & Robert .are
well: hope everyone over there is ¢ k too,
Eill said to thank Dad for the beoks he sends over;
they ocome in very handy, Art& Phy11 must be very
happy to have a bome all te theuselvés at last, You
didn't say where it wag , though, I h&ve no idea which
part of S dney they ars in new, We haven't heard any
more abau? the returned man getting% .11' g Job, The
last we heard, he wag in hospital in ydney, but of
courge it ic still likely that be may tppiy fer the .
opd job when he is well enough, The house on tlie cor-
rer here (next to Smith) was sold the othex day, &£ 250
-~ it''s a pretty oldéplace, but 1% has two allottments
of 1and, One family last week ‘hgd all their belengings
put out en the street. Thé place had been sold for,
more than a year, & the tenante, up to a fewy weekg -
before they were tipped out, hagn'% nade anysattempt
te find a bouge, Anyhow, when they were put out go-"
meone took pity on them & ghared their home with thes
Houges are ptill very scarce here, People seeir to .
put their names i years shead to lent a bousg.
Building material is very gfrd %o get out here, One
kome hag been partly built for mere than 6 menths,&

theseouple of roem are just sggndfng there 'ﬁitlns
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for the regt ef the 'hcme to be added, Thege tenants have
to get out toe, ag their home is sold, It seems as though
we' 11 be staying where we are, for the present, anyhow,
Cheerio, Our love to all, Florence,"

Mon, Mar, 25, 1946, Fred came baek from Sydney last
Friday after sending this news bybtelegraph:-
"No luek; being sent to Neweastle,* He wag infermed in
Fewcastle on Ssturday that he hag to-.go to Yewra to-
day, He left us last night vcry"reiuStantly; & will
prebably start with geme ethers fer “Yowra té-day by
train, Heavy rain fell last night & is still falling
this merning, Last ThurXsday I get ay usual injectien f
from gister MeCann,She is the one whe teek sister Grensll's
- plase, I returned *The Martyrdax Of Man® te Mrs, Len-
gwerth en my way to Kewsasgtle,, I have finished reading
the pauphlet entitled " There W11l Always Be An England*
by an eppejent ef Seeialism, Bapt night I resd anethez
guphlet, that Jehn Rese;lent me, entitled "Alberta, .
g-v, 1935 -1945%, Last Thursday I pested John'!s boek,
The Big Idea", by Majey, Deuglas, te Jehn, & registered
it fer safe delivery, uglas alge eppéses Secislism,
1vy has banked eighty pjeunds en Fred's bank-beek, whieh
is the sum she ewed him for btuilding her mansgien en the
’ Thig worning I wrote te Muir Holburn to.learn what he
& Mar orie Pizer had done re publishing an antholegy
of Australian =ilitant pqctry. o

8un, Mar, 31, 1946,Lagt Thur, I got an injeection from sist
er McCann, I bought a 16tk drill at Pagnter'g for 1/3,
I paid the Store bill & ealled &t Mr, Williamg' & got
a shegue for 7/6 from the Gardeners lodge, ., At Ash's
I bought a bit of aluminium plate for 1/6, & bave made
& helder & guage-plate for d2ills & nail-bits of it,
Fred did net go to Cowra; he was still left at Nobhys
sanp, but has not_bgf"enﬂinhlg#&fmm the amyg, -,
Yesterday Fred & Joge Itnd a s#il: on the Hunte® in
Charlie! s boat,  To-day I finished reading therpamph-
1€t that John Rose lent me entitled "Tha Enemy Within
the Empire.® It congists of 52 pages by Eric D, Butler,
& is " a ghort history of the Bank of England,”®
We have received the following letters from Gladys,
Florence & Walteri- Take Gladys' firsti-
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85,8t Avenue, Warrawong; Friday., Dear Mum & Dad, -
How are you all 7 We are all real well & hope you are the
the same, I've enclosed & snap-0f John & one of his
mwates on John's horses. I thought that you might like .
one, Let me know if Fred is home yet (I thought that
he might be home & you have forgotten to let us know,
There's no news to tell you about, enly that they are
8till building new houses at the side of our place, &
we have a butcher's shop ,a barber's, a draper's, a grocer's,
a fruit & vegetable market shop, all opened up at Com-
rol House, down at the baok of our place, . You'!ll see
a change the next time you come: to see us, 'I'll say
goed bye & all the begt to you all up home,  Love fro
Jack & the children, also myself, Glad xxxxx, ¥ -

This is from Florence:-

*Nyngen, Sunday. Dear Folks, First of all I will an-
g¥er your questions, Mother, at.the top of the letter,
pip's (Walter's ) shirts are on their way up, & he will
have them by the time you have this lettexr, It' been a it
of a worry for pyp, 1 suappose, but ire, Power was i1l

for so long & then went on,hoiidays. The house was én-
»ty all day, but of ocourse not locked (. no one locks

up here) go, after seeing the .gon, Bill Just went in & co-
1lected thenm,.. Pip has had a long walt, but. I hope he 1i- -
kes them when he does get them, They should be nice;

the matérial --~ I didn't gee the ghirts-- Bill sgent

them on his way home, Did Fred get his "walking ticket®
yet 7 I hope he hag, but even if he hasn't don't worry,
because he won't be away long, surely. , = S
Bill hasn't collacted the Magazine fromA-merica , but.

it will ocome,Dad, He enjoys reading therothers you send -
& he will pass :tf;em on to Art, VNo, Min, I am not sor-

ry about not buying the old house , This house is plansty
»1d ‘enough for me, Mhen I have a house of my om I

want' i1t to be brand new, Our landlady was taken to
Sydney on Friday to the Hospice for the Dying-- a Catholic
hospital in “ydney, She has had frequeni spells .in hos-
pital here *.was in last time for about 6 monthas, The

name of the-hospital down there wouldn't cheer anyone

Up much, but she has a cancer & knowg there is no hope
for her, "I -am glad you at last got the photo of amnt
May % that 1tis so good, Fred certainly has 2 way
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with'Till,hasn't he ? We hal a letter from Nell
Jordan & everything in her little garden is lovely, That
Teminds me -- we have started a garden again * i1t's
going nicely. 8ix dozen poppies on Thursday & they all
look Teal strong. Bill is enthusiastic about the veg-
etable garden too, We are only Cool weather gardeners

& let the garden gt once the weather gets too warm,,

we are all pretty well. Bill ie in Bourke 7 he is well
too I hopes, Reeads go over to ¥Newgagtle to-morzrow, I th
think they have their holidays popped on them at very
short notice, & then often have them cancelled,

As far as Bill keeping this Job is concerned , we have!
nt any idea just what is going to happen, As far as
we know the other traveller is still in hospital, & 1
haven 't any idea how serieus hig illness 18, Our nei=-
ghbour here is the hospital secretary. 'Be resignéd the
other day % is going to Sydney et the week-end to try
to get a full military pension, He is pretty young --
only 25, but was very ill last ysar; in fact the dootors
here had 1ittle hope of his recovery & sent him to Sydney,
Anyhow, he doean't look too bad now, I don't know

what chance he has to get a full pension., .

Oh, Mother, I meant to tell you this first : Robert
says t0 say "Thank you"' to Grandma, & send her a kias
for his 2/-, He woke me very early the other morning

by saying,"* Oh, say we go OVer to see Grandma % Dad.®
Fhen I asked him when he said "To-morow ", He doeasn't.
Lelieve in délay once he makes his mind wp. Hope Ivy
is feeling well again. Glad to knowthat everyone else

is well, ©Robert is wanting his tea, & then a2 walk

to the post office to post this & collect the mail;

80 1'11 say cheerio, Love from Robert & Florence,"

Here is the 1letter from Walter:-

%159 Gregory Terrace, Brigbane, 25-3=-46, Dear Folxs,

1 Tealige I8m late in writing, but 1little of ingterest has
happened gince my lagt letter, I took a one day run

in the car to Southport a fortnight ago & had Quite .

a good time, although it was very hot, In contrast to
that has been the weather to-day, yesterday, & Satur-
day, As you have probably read,torrential rain has
-been falling, with high wind, as a cyoclone ig working

its way down the coast., Yesterday 4 of us drove to
Clontarf over the Hornibrook highway, but the rain
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didn't let up at all, & we werentt even able to gtart
a game, Last Friday we moved our office from the Nat-
ional Mutual Building in Queen gtreet to Terrica Ho-
use in Adelaide street, which is one street over go-
ing up the hill towards Gregory Terrace, - After somme
barracking I wag able to get a room on the corner of
the building, with excellent light, & which ig gener-
ally regarded as the begt rwom on the floor, This
should be our last move for some time now, . as this
building (which was formerly the American Red Cross
centre) has now been bought by the Government for pe-
rmanent Commonwsalth offices, I see that Fred has
spsnt most of his time at home, which was as expected,
& ~ hope he has enjoyed himaelf, * ig now & free man
aghin, How is Daphne getting on ? Has she heard
from the College yst ? I'm very keen to hear of her
vbeing ascepted after having been 8o poaitive.on

her own inclinations for so long, Also, what of
Jod's CAY --are you & carlegs community down there
yet ? I ses more tyres are being released nowadaya
80 perhaps that has commated the death sentence on
0ld "Lizzie¥., Wag glad to hear that you are well &
have too much cash -- let's hope it is alwayg that way,

I, to, am'in good nick, & as the weather seems to be
¢learing I'11l be able to open up the room for an air-
ing. Cheerio, Wal,* '

Sun, 31-3 continued. This morning I wrote a note to
Mrs, Gears of Newtown, Kadina, S.,Aus. ,asking about -
gelina Murphy. Mrs, Taubman was to leave yesterday
for Delegate to stay there 2 months for the good of
her baby son Richard's health,

Thur, 4p. 11, 1946, Last Thursday &bto-day I got injeéctions
from sister McCann, Idid not pay Mrs, Watt as she was not
at the post office, I called at the Oo-op. store & asked

to have 10/6 for petrol taken off our bill, The girl said
we would get a oredit note .for the amount with our next
pill, I paid £ 2 off our bill & left 11/5 owing, I bought
a packet of parsgley seeds at Woolworth's, We received

6 letters to-day; so I uust begin to oopy them,

Thie is from Selina Murphy:- ; :
41 Digby 8t,, Kadina, * 7-4~1946, Dear Joe &wife & Fan-
ily, I am writing a few lines to let you know how pleased
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1 am te hear of you again, Mrs, Gear came hers y®sterd-
ay . 1 wondered what was wrong, as she was here the day
before, & I said "What has gone wrong ?%, & ghe handed
me your letter, 8o here I am, Joe, still-alive, I wrote
2 letters to you,Joe, & received no reply. Did you get
the letter I wrgte back thanking you for gending along
the 2 books, &n~ Just wondered why you nsver wrote to me
agal)., a8 1t i8 ages since I heard from you, The Jast
was Ghen you sent on the books; 80 I really thought you
had passed en & that your family thought it net worth
while to let me know,
well, I an ever o glad to know that you are still alive
ok hoge you are in better health new; & alee trust your
wife family are all well. I am only fair myself, I
got the rheumatism bad again,all in my arms & legs, &
I suffer cruel with my back, & it just takes me all I can
de to get around & de my bit of house-work, Some days
worge than others, I did feel very well for quite a ti-
me: still it fs no uge ocomplaining, for there are huba-
dres worse than I, As long as I can keep about & do for
myself I don't mind, The rest of my family are very
well now, bar my son Tom:i: he is not at all wellk isg
very unhappy. Hisg wife left him 12 months ago last
‘New Year's Day, & 1left with another man, & he got the ©
children, but of course he got 2 girlg, One is 17 years
in July, & the other one wag 15 last month, They are both
out working now, His.other little girl has gone with her
mother, She is 7, & his son Harry is 1s 13 last Jan, .
He-is in High School here at Kaiina; so0 he & hig father
come here for dinner 5 days a week, & then they cook for
themselves, But it is a hard blow to me & to him, & he
still frets & worries about her, o
Mg dasighter Hagsel buried her lusbsnd 12 menths ago the
28th day of Jan, last, He died in Ipswich hospital, He
was from the first world wwar & guffered terribly, XMy
girl had a very rough time golng up & down to Adelaide,
but was with him when he passed away, Then ghe had her’
1ittle boy in Wallaroo hospital for 10 weeks with the
soables & blood-poisen, Then it was up & down to that
bospital, Then ghe broke down in health hergelf, but
got all her teeth out, & now she is ever go much better,
E:rB:}dgst son wg:ain the R;A.A.F.£ & he had weeks & weks
ane . He ‘wag on hig way tc the Islend
wag gaken,fgfp & was put there in hospital, Then the§
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erated on him & ook a moss o Pitel in Adelaide & op-
more than her ghare of tIOubleg b&tso PCOY girl hag hagd
V;;‘G'Cti%g away&i.tll % 3. A DOV'the ¢hildren are
211, Joe, 1% 1s TotedPh% WEhgkter for her, -
the dreadful war is over, I feel much more & happy mother
now, as my 2 sons are at home gafe & with their wiveg &
children, Lloyd -- the ene that was in the pacific ao -
long -~ Wag veXy orook several times with attacks of mal-
aria, but he geems better now, only not so patient;their
nerveg seem shattered, He hag gone to Whyalla to work,
The youngegt boy, Allen, ie home from the war & is quite
¢ k, He hasg gone to a job in Adelaide at his trade in a
grocer' g btusinegs, Lloyd made their bome here in the
saue gtreet as I am, but now they-have to bresk up again
& shift to Whyalla to ‘live, I will miss them so much;
& houses are go scarce, Alan cant get g house in Ade-
laide for love or money, They are living with his wife's
a'unt. . Gl ’ N ' IR
Joe, all the Whites family are still alive, but I don't
zeee them lately, My other daughter, Olive, is gtill
in Adelaide; they are all well, Olive was home a few
weeks ago, There is no work here in Kadina to be had,
Tor ig out of work-- just gets an odd day here & there,
Lloyd tried hard to get work here so as ke would be near
me & not break up his home, ~Tom'sg oldest girl liveg
witk me . She goes to work every day & comes here to
sleep; 80 it is great company for me, My daughter Haz-
el lives Just across from me now, She shifted down near
me after her husband diedy #0 I got someone near me,
¥Fell, it is gotiing nesr Winter ‘again, We hgd lovely .

rains lagt wonth; it was & very wet month, & we had very

heavy rain in February, Mrs. Gear & I often talkled abo-
ut you, Joe, & uondered;;f'ggu were alive,k if go,why y-
cu stopped writing to ‘me, She still comes to see me &
often spends a few days with me; & I go out to her for
a week-end when I amgble, L o T
Well,Joe, I must bring my letter to a clese, Trusgting
all are well, & to hear from ypu soen, I remain your

3 v i

cougin Selina Murphy,” Remember me to your wife & fa'mi'l'y'_.%‘ ,’

How 18 Florence getting on ? Well, I hope, Joe, I am a
ggier eller,but guess you-chn read this-- oI hope go, .
o, . T o T e 5

354
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Thur, Ap. 11, centinued,
The next letter is from Fleorence:-

"Nyngan 8-4-46.  Dear Folks, It sounds by your letter
as though it's mid-winter over there, & Jjudging by the
wirelegs to-day itt's still cold, The temperature in ®ydney
this merning was Just over 50 degs.,, & I suppose NEwGa-
gctle isn't mich warmer, It's pretty wintry here teo-day;
it's sunny, but the wind is cold, The weather here lat-
ely is perfect ; 1t was just like Spring yesterday.
Did Fred go to Cowra yet ? Bill came home very pleased
(he Tead the letter of Fred's move to Cowra at the p.e.
& was thinking hew good it was that Fred could come bere
on his leaves, He hopped on his bil « went back to the
station & inguired the distance f19 e & found 1t was
350 miles away., 8o he felt a bit-squliied™at that, We
had a nice letter fram Phyllis recently 4 were surprised
to know that Fred had been at Nobbys ,er at least was
Juat appeinted there, 1Is Daphne still going to the Te-
acherg' College ? The Brands are very happy about the ar-
rival of a little sen., They have a daughter besides.
Does uncle Jehnny keep well ? & did he go tc Sydney as he
was talking ef doing ? Youngs & Hees'g are both away,
although Yeungs should return thie week, Mrs, Young ha
e had 2 pretty geod holiday; she went a couple of days
after I did last Decs Bill is:in Bourke thie week, &
Robert spends medt ef his time.up at the corner, go I do
not get muoch company during B, 11' s week away. I don't
think Hobert will be coming over for a while yet,Min,;it's
a bitcold travelling during the Winter, Bill will have o
few days at beme during Easter, but I can:'t gee that car yet
that he was going to Wl bring vyouthere in, Really I'1ll
.be a bit disappointed if he dees buy a car, beoszuse I an
trying-to save up for that home; & '1f I ax lucky I might
ger:uade him to do semething about it next year,. I am
oeping that material will be easier to get then, Cars
are pretty expensive items these days, & even if we bhad
one there aren't many places that are worth going to
- around here., , Well, I have te finish up now te get thie
in the mail, Write me all the news, because nothing ever
happens here, Cheerio, Love from Robert & Florence,®

~N
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TELEPHONE M 4638

(s Lines)

HERBERT SMALL PTY LTD "

CAMERAS AND PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPﬁPLIES

.. . 243 PITT STREET
’ S SYDNEY . ,
; - Telegrams ¥ G . vt 0.
{ - Hesma—Sydney FJ/ & o ‘ . ) Also at Melbourne 9th A pI‘l].., 19464 . GP.P.O?OST}';;Z;/'
I . < - - -
:‘ I{I‘ * J L] C o 1"1]3.:, » ’
; 331 Medtland Rohd, . : o B -
2 VAYFIELD WEST, _ NEWCASTIE. W.S.W, S
A 5 Dear Sir: : : S
] - WefAGkncwledge your enguiry of the 3lst ultimo, in N

v .. referance to a 1/2 ple Instantograph Camera with ses-saw shutter
; o “and lenss P - S ' -
S : . " We catmot supply a focal plan shutter suitabls for
Lo 7 ~ this type of Cameras We do not know anywhere ih Australia.that
; you could have a shuufer menufactured to suit your. requirementss
i . : 1 o : Yours f“lthfullf, ’
} T o p.p. HERBEPT SMALL PTY.,LTD.

I ’ : ' T _T‘.’Enagar‘i

¥91
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This ene is from Malter:- ' '
s 159 Gregery Terrace, Brisbane, 9-4-46, -
Dear Felks, Te answer Mum'a letter first; "I asent down
the new handle for Jobn's car before getting the letter,
& have sinos had-a reply from him to say that the h:ndlc!
£itted perfbotly & thathhe was ¥ery pleased.with the jot.
He obvicusly still ewns the oay, tut I see that Jee has
at last sold the old Ford, Your mention of John bdying
the land next door to pjim msurpriges me, as y thought he
‘'was boping to live in Wollongong, or even to get back to
Newcagtle, Fred is certainly cioae t0 home, & his ill-
temper is almost excusable in not being released, but must
be disappointing after looking forward to his return,
The lentgon of another job being offered to him excited
my curiosity, but was not fully explained, We are sti-
11 very busy in the office, but outside work was falling
off lagt week & I was afraid I would have to put off a
few of the 14 chags in the workshop,but after meking a
few inquiries I now have been able to get plenty of work
to keep them going, I received 2 gports ghiris from Flo,
ahoutego days ago, of quite good material, but needing s~
ome alterations in the body to fit me, I was very glad to
get them, & have been anxious to hear from her as to th-
eir cost, but ag yet there has been no following letter,
sol har&ly know how much to send her, saking of money,
I was happy to receive a refund of £ 45 odd from His
Ma)esty Tepresenting exoess income tax pald by me last
year, Mosd pecple seem %o have the opposite experience,
You also mention Qhip's boat-- what sort of boat has he ?
I don't remember anything of 1t. It seemg a shame that
Dajphne, after cherishing the thought of bscoming a teac-
ber, ghould have decided to abéndon it rather than doing
another year's schooling, After all, it ig not a year
wasted in any ocage,as the subjects would be learned mo-
Te thoroughly & be a solid foundation for later work,
Nor is she by any means getting too old. ~
The new office in Terrica House will,I'm gure, prove bet-
$er than the lagt one, Unfortunately the carpenters are
8till making a terrible noige around the place,t to-day
hag been largely logt because the painters were in to
fi{e us a "face-1ift* , but when they have all gone we w-
11 have a njoe big,.well-1it & airy offioe overlooking

Adelalde gtreet, 1 was very glad to hear that you were
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all well, as I am, & things are going on very much as
usual, except that to-day the glamorcus "Lord Loig® s
made hig appearance in the oity to felieve the monotony,
The weather here ig beginning to cool out,s0 it must go
without saying that you too are hunting out your woolieg,
Fortunately the weather here ig rarely cold for more
tban about a month or six weekg each year,
Have not made any plans yet for Eagter ,but may get a
few of the boys together & go up to Noosa Head , which ia
a favourite holiday regort,but which I have not yet seen,
Cheeric, Wal," '

The following note ig from Gladys:- A

“1gt Avemue, Warrawong 8-4-46, Dear Mum, Thanks very much
for Wally's aldress. The day after I posted your letter we
received ons from Wally telling us he was sending the do¥r-
handle, I'm sorry if I have troubled you too much, We
are all well,with the sxoceptien of colde; I think the co-
1d snap might have something to de with it, We'll soon
ghake them off I think, If you feel like coming down
for Easter you are welcome, If Dald won'f come you come on
- your own., Love from Jaok & the ohildren to you all,also
from myself, Glad,/xxxxx ¥

And here is a letter to Daphne from XNEIXRERENXr M, Vicars:-
%133 Naitland Rd.,uagfield‘; 1-4-46, ~Dear Daphns & Keith,
For the forthcoming Convention on May 13th to 22nd
the District Union has drawn up a syllabus for 47 days
prayer commencing on April lst, OurSociety was respon-
sible for prayer on 4pril 1st (to-day) . Failing to re
ceive the notice in time to make arrangements, 1. have.
decided to make Wedneaday of this week our day,
During some part of the day would you please set aside
some tilge $0 pray for ;= :
(1) Rev, Miller who is coming from Viotoria to be our
gpecial speaker, , -
é 2 1 arrangeménts for the Convention,

3) That the Lord will bless us all & that souls may be
won into the Kingdom, I am

‘ ) yours in 6.E.) bonds.
M., Vickers (super,))

3745%
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Fri. Ap. 12, 1946, To-day I wrote a long letter to Selina Mu
¥urphy, of 41 Digby 8t,, Kadina, S. Aus. ,

t Thurs T ‘ 1l injec~
Bun, M= . 1946, Lagt Thursday I got my usual 1
tioen trzms’n gster MoCann Wt the he@nl. I did no: :g@
down to Newcastle on the previous ThuTrsday ,for 1t was
anzac day &bthe office was cloged, ‘Fred has got m«-»h_
sructions to go -$08 ydney to ‘get ‘his clearance f_rc;x_: the
aray & Teoeive his Back-money. He has been ataticjed
at the Newcastle camp since he returnee to Newowgtle,

Daphne Cocking is still waiting for a letter froa the
education department. re her prospective appoiniment
as teacher of séwing, We have received the follewing lette
frem (ladys := :

" 1gt Avenue Warrawong, 29-3-46, Dear Mum, Thanks
for your leftter : we were very pleased to get it, al-
80 0 hesr that Fred was back, You can tell him we'Te
expecting him to coms down & seée us; he knows he ig
quite welcome to come whenever it suits him, We're
pleased to hear that everyboedy is well, We are iip-
t0p. Re George Theldon, we *re not at all gurprised

s Ke sickened us the way he was talking abeut his wi-
i‘e'gt aunt May's funeral, We theught he was a bit to-
ughe Jack gaid the next time you write to Walter
will you asgk him abeut the doer-handle fer Jack'sg car ?
He said he could get one made , when we were up in
Newcastle lagt, but we haven't heard from him , & we
don't know his address, sc we can't get in todch with
bim eourselves, We have bought the alletment of gro-
und between us & Colorado's ,the peociple next deor,
We've pald the deposi?, & we have 3 yeaTs %o pay it off,
Best of love frem Jack,John, Adell &lma, & net for-
getting myself, Glad, xxxxx, )

And this frem Flerence;-,
"Nyngan 21-4-46, Doarﬂolks, By all reperts you are
enjoylng a very wet Eagter, I wish we could transfer gome
of thie levely sunshine ~over t6 yeu, The weather here
ie perfect just now,& all the town is out,it esoms, mogtly
§Ver at tltx:.gnrk‘ %0 _see the oriokeg, which wag held on
riday & 4y, Beveral impertant Iydney ﬁriﬁkﬁtm
have been brought up, & the play gees en all &Y
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& the ceuntry felk bring th;u ‘Junch % make a pionic

!

of 1t, Valerie is up for the 4 doys & is staying out at |,

"Bill Steele's place, 8he & Bill pepped in yesterday,
but enly stayed _a shert time, as they were with the
igtesle® family & were off pomewhere elsge, Valerie
hag lost -2 stone weight szince ghe left us,& looked very
nice now ghe is 3 much thinner, Mrg, Young arrived
home (they all did) & is very contented mow , as she
ghould be, after 4 months away, Her brother ia thére
for Eagter, & we were going domn te-night,tut her ye-
URE +.. 12 WoTXking,se our vigit is postponed,
Reess' s are back,k it is very likely that they will get
a move to our ¢ld town Weat Mai tland, K& We are going
down te visitthen to-morrew afternoon, Bill has the
4 days off, & as he cannot get a train to Bourke until
Tuesday & will return on Friday, .he will be having a
short & busy time there neéxt week, Are any of the
boys home for Easter ? Do you mean that Fred is ho-
me for goed when you say that you were glad Bill was
disappointed about him not going to Cowra,  You did
20t say whetheX he ig¢ still at home, or was sent some
where else, ~ We were very surprised to héar of the
fertbooming wedding, I suprose it will affect Hazel
a good deal, She will be looking for another home,
PooT old Mr, Simpson died a few days ago (the house at
the bagk of here) , You remember I told you he uged to
get my meat gometimes for me, He wagn't very well
at the best of times,& went out on a droving trip &
wag found dead in his ocamp, _
It doesn't see: as though they are very anxious to
move Wal yet, but I suppose he is better off up thers
during the winter months, I wender how Mrs, Fob & her .
family are getting on during this flood at the Terrace,
The main street is 5 feet under water; so I suppose |
will be having a busy time saving things in the shep,
Living out here it ie hard te imagine much ral n,egpe-
ciglly 1ln a warm sunny afterneon like this, The pe-
ople next doer (willings) are geing en-a lemg tTip,
First of all, Mrs Wherrite & family (¥re, W1lings
people) are geing wild pig-shoeting dewn around Brew-
arrina, & willings will ge in June, Then when they tire
¢f that tHey are going en the trip, that we had to
Adelaide, Melbourne, & up te Gosford where they hepe

bY] bo
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te buy a small poultry farm; soml suppose that in a
few montheg we will have new neighteurs again.,m We
will be gerry,teoe,because, &l though they are Trough &
ready & swear like treopers, they are very obliging &
are excellent neighbours, Mre, Willing seldom gees
down the gtreet without inquiring if I want anything,
pDen't forget to let us know how Daphne gets on about
the Domestic Sciemce School. She should be quite at
home .at ATt's place, especially with the 2 kiddies
thore, That will be just in her line, I remenber why
& good little nuree-girl she was when Robert was a
baby, You should see how fat he is getting, by the
way, It's ama,ing the weight he has put on lately, but
he ghould reafly , the way his appetite has improved,
He is the picture of health, but I hope he doesn't get
too fat or I'1l1 have to ocut his ration, The Summer
here, though, will goon thin him down again,
Well, Oheerio, Time is up, or at least the writing
pad 1s, I'm glad you are all keeping well, We aTe,
Love from us all, Florence,¥ _

Sunday,5th continued, I have bound the January,Februa
ary, & March issues of the National Geographio Mag-
azine, & have read the Xpril number,During the last 3
days the weather has been delightful here,

We have also received this letter from Walter;-

"159 Gregory Terrace,Brisbane, 29-4-46.° Dear Folks

1l am a bit longer in writing this time, mainly due to
the mumber of holidays sinoe my last letter, I wenmt
to Mooloclaba in the Eagter holidaye, in my car,& tock
Fred & Relson Soerer ., 2 brothers whem Iheve known {fox
7earg,dk who came from Newoastls with me, We simply
siung a tent-fly over a piece of rope & pezgel 1t ous
& had an excellent time with Fred ag ohief cook, Thisz
place 1s about 75 miles North of Brisbane,& with Mar-
cochylors is a very popular swiaming spot, The wa’-
er was perfect XXXWAS for the whole period, whioh
threw into relief ths disturbing news of floods down

your way, Surely the water !
nter gtreet, ag reported!I'izgggttmgg §§§td?§§§a§§ e

8y8t '
Ystem in the baoy yard worked overtime, ! The old

39 by
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Reg. Dimmick, was up here lagt week on holida -
uld 1like to coms back to take my Job, which wggid&szgt
me fine, but I'm afraid the powers-that-be wouldn't I}
have him,Reg. David has-also been Up on a viagit,k I
have driven bim out to Tagle Farm to-day, where,he bo--
§gd;d1th: ?ozglaa Skymaster for 8ydney,
You agy lesier was quite interegti but ]
Fred is still tangled up in the armyngét; Wia: :ft%:j
phne ~- how did ghe get on ? Also Flo & John ? any
newg Flo still hasn't written to me regarding the gh-
irts, so you might remind her in your next letter,

Everythi 1-
sass, ar ng here i s fine. 2 I h
well, Cheerio, Walym* ? ope you are.alg

RN

sy
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Tues, May 14, 1946, Last Sa%, was my birthday (79th)
& Bill & Florence sent me a new book entitled “Cobbers®,
by Thomas Wodd, It is an account of his travels about i
Ausgtralia ., Art & Phyllis gave me a box of ohocolate,
£ 1vy gave me a bag of apples,a box of lollies, & a bar
of ohoc,Fred gave me 3 hacksaw blades,a triangular file,
3 shhets of emery paper, & 4 packets of safty razoer b-
lads, Art, phyllis, Doreesn,& Judith have bean here si-
nos lagt Friday afternoon, Mum & I iatend te return
with them next Friday to be present at the university
ceramony of pregeating degrees te graduates,ef whon
Art will be ene, have recesived ths letter belew
frem Florence;-
] .

*vBex 15 Nyngaa , 3-5-46, Dear Folks, I suppose

you are excited about Art & Phyllis & the nippers oce-
aing home in a few days' time, You didan't say, Mothez,
whether you 1intended te scoept the invitatien te ge-
back with them, but I hope you do,  Art will be very
dissppointed 4L you refuse to ge, Phyllis tells me
that Judith is a big baby & the image of Art, #ill
you %1l Jose that Bill hasn't been toc Bourke since
his letter arrived, but he wi)ll be going to-morrow,k "
will sees Fred Hodgson them, We went to & good oon- 1
gsrt in the town hall las$t nighit-~ the proceeds hel
to awell the fund for a new gwimmimg bpath, The hal
was full; 8o one of these days they may have the baths
»& then Nyngan won't be so hard to take in summer time

The traveller from Wellington visited this digtriot

i

" s i
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on Eagter Saturday sought Bill out, I don't know how
long they would have talkel if they had been old fri-

~ enda; "seelng that they talked for 5 hours non-gtop on

firet asquaintance. He used to be here 7 years ago,
4 was then transferred to Wellington where he is now.
Reeges have definitely had their move to Maitland, but
they do not know yet when 1t will be. ‘They-have been
told that they are pretty sure of a house in Brunker
road, AMdamstown, whieh is the strest that Mrg, Rees'
mother lives in ;so they are considering themselves p
pretty lucky. I suppose they will move to Maitland,
thougk, when he ie installed & they can get a house up
there. Do you know your new relation (sister, ign't
it, Min ?) you know-- Mrs, George “heldon,nce Azxd.'erscm.

Grace will have a load on her conscience if the marri-
age im't a guccess, It is good to think that Fred is
8till at Nobby's & oan come home each night, Perhaps

he will soon be discharged altogether, Bill was very
pleaged whe 3 National Geographic Magazines ocame the
other day, Dad, & Robert 1s very imterested in them too,
It reninded me of the times We ussd to have you hu-
nting through the bookease so long to find books to
suit his lordghip, News isn't very pleatiful, so
I'11 close down & hope for mpre next time, Hope you
are all ag well as we are, Our love-- FloTenge/®
P.S. We have applied to have the phoneo%, & expect it
to be imstalled any day now,*” Floremece,. .
The following letter came from Gladys:- (

*1st Avenue, Warrawong,Monday 6th May, 1946, DPear Musp,
Yes, here it is at last, We are pleased to hear about
Artie;algo that you will be going down to see it,

If you& Dad are both well,let us hope that nothing s-
tops you from going. You & Dad may as well contimue
your Journey down to Warrawong,l reckom, Anyhow you
know you are both weléome to come 1f you want to, We
are all real well just now, We went out to Dapto
yesterday & saw NellieWhite & Pearl; they are both
well, RNellie told us that Vera Woodward is in hospital
with a baby son, & tat Joy Duley has to go under an
anaeathetic to see what is wrong with her. The doctor
sald 1t ien' t brenchitis that she suffersg with; he th-
inks 1t's something internal, She's & terrible size—-

a lot fatter than Lila Pettigrew, she's an awful slze;

1 feel real sorry fer her, We didn't see the Wlﬁﬁfe.

2763
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Peor eold Jack broke the maim leaf of hig front spring, se
we Just came home steadily, Péarl ¥White etill works'

at Fockmam's shep in Wollengeng, & J m & Freda gtill
1ive with Nellie, but Nellie was telling me that they'd
soon be leaving, as they are geing to build. She thinmks
they will enly be with her for another 3 months, The
weather ig nice here just now, I'v just brought all eof

my waghing in,80 I'11 have to fold & dam them down b
¢fore tea; 80 I'll say cheerio to you all from us all
here at Warrawong, Lovingly yours Glad,Jack,: the chi-

ldren, xxxxxxxxxXx,?

Tmur, May 23, 1946.Last Friday Mum& I went by train with
ATt, Phyllis, Doreen & baby Judith to Sydney,% from there
by tram to their residense at 29 Illawarra Road, Marriekville.
Mrs. Witheridge was there to meet us, & Mr. Witheridge came
later in the evening..0n Saturday Mum,PhylliB, & I went with
ATt to the Univergity & sat ia the large hall & watehed the
graduates Tregeive their degrees, There must have been more
tham a thousind people present inelusing the graduates in
their flat-topped eéaps & various gowa . .0On Saturday night
Art tookm me to an advertising eomeert sponsored by bus-
iness people, but it was rot very interesting., We all

gtayed at home on BSuaday,for it was one of the coldest days
that I remember--indced it wag tke eoldest day on record at
Fewcastle, & in apiti of all my eare I c¢aught a bad cold.
Onrdonday afternoon #rt took Mum & me out by tram & train

to Hurstville,, where we gaw the bloek of etony gr-oumd on
which ke intends to have a brick house built when materials
become gheaper, From there Art took us to Sydney eentral
railwaystation, We boarded the five past five p.m. train
& arrived at Newsastle at 7-45 p.m. At Mayfield we entered
a disgabled bus,& when we got out tc enter anothker bus Mum
left her bag in the digabled one. Bhe did not misgs the bag
urtil we got home,Fred immediately went to the bus terminus
at Waratah to inquire for the bag,while I went to the Xay-
field terminug, ] was told that the digabled bus kad. been
taken to Fogg's depot;so I inquired there & wag informed
that the digabled bus was one of the Government's buges, :
¥eanwhile Fred & Mum had learned that the missing bag had ;
been taken to the Hamilton bus depet, On Xonday morning Charl
went on hie bicycle to the depet & was given the bag, hich
contained Mum's purse with more tham 3 pounds,: gloves &
gtore token & other thinge. Since last Monday I have spent n
most of the time in bed & am now almogt Quite well,

OR Tuesday Fred left home to visit Florence at NYNGAN,where

37 by
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intends to stay a few days. -
We“haVe-received'the folleowing letter from Walt:-

¥159 GregoTy Terrace, 2o0-5-46, Detr Folks, Sinoce my last
letter I expect Art has taken the honourg at the Uni, --m;
congratulations,! Is he continulng with the Arts course ?
‘Incidentally, how about Daphmne'® job in gydney ? There was
ro mention of it in Fred' g very interesting letter, I EXX
PESEXXEEXXHAXEET suppose that he got the expected discharge
from the''oows'' on the Tth,s0 I'll be interegted to hear
in which direction the wheele of indugtry have szin¢e been
turning. Thig is wrong. Fred did mention 1t, but there i
evidently mo finality yet, No .doubt about Dad | Fanoy
going toc the kospital in all that raim you had,& splodging
his way down Hunter street, It seems the injections do
& s good job,manyhow., 1I've tried everywhere I know of to
locate some Queensland kauri fer Chip's (Charlie's) boat,
but without success, The only firm ever handling it her -
~=MOoxOR! g~~ £ay that their Syidney branch would be the most
likely souree of supply.
Things haveé beem pretty well as usual hers,except that &
lags—— Esmie Carter-- who has been a good cempanion here,
left for Sydney on the 1l6th, Tennis Rags started up a-
gain after g delay of some monthc beeause of & generszl
everhaul to the court, Next week I am supposed to go te
Townsville ete, on various jobs for & couple of weekg,
but I have made no definite arrangements yet. 8taff
reductiong are the erder of the day in the office, & I
have to lege 1 engineer,l gupervigor, & the ¢lerk in
- order to produce artificial vacancies for returned men,
Thi® policy, 1 feel, has no Justification, & is purely
a political move. In fact the pregent Government doesn't
gseem Wery impressive in any respect-— nor does the Opp-
ogition appear any better, In any case my own job ig s
sesure,but the policy is very snnoying Jjustthe saume,
If I go North I'1l arrange for Mrs, Jones to forward on
any letters & I'll.agnswer them from up there,
Yesterday was a little corker here; a celd westerly bl-
ew all day, & most-of Brisbane stayed indoors, Iadeed
there was gnow at stantherpe‘& Wallangarra, Hope you
o are gll fit,as I am---in fact folk tell me I've put en
rlied 5 pit of weight_since Christmas. Yeursg, Wal.®

~

. peet _bltsheuld have gone te Newscagtle to-day for my ijection,

. I thought it wiser te stay at home to clineh the oure

39by
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of my cold, After we hagd viewed & heard the ceremony inside
¥um & I,& Art & Phylli s were photographed by a street ph
otegrapher outside the university.Art is to send us copiee,
He alsc got his photo, taken in a studion last Saturday in
hi sbo:crowed cap & gowm,

D ring our stay in sydney I wrote most of the fallewing
verses: -
' FAT AVD 1EAN.

I could offer gome suggestions‘wijt:h regard to secial quse
estione i ,
That affect exploited werkera
Ia their struggles versus Fat,

They could gain their birthri@t—nfreedan--

Fraw the parasites who bleed 'enm,

By a world-wide League of Labqur
But there's toe muck senge in’ that v

Leas ceuld ceage to rugh or ramble

Te a betting-plase te gamble

To deprive a Tellew-woTkex

Of bhig earnings or hig hat

Ané sould stop his stupid ‘otting
¥ith the bookies who are getting
Staukes kig family is lesing ' ,
But there's too muok genge in that U

Legr could tell Fat's pentioims

He has very strong guspicions .

That they're bourd & gagged by brewers
Ard ¢errupted by their vat,

He ceuld make a wise gelectior

At eash parlizcent's eleotiem, _.

And put honest men in power

But thore' s too much gense in that '

Lean could cease to squander millions . iy
Te enlarge the brewers' billioms, - ’
Ard could purchase stately. msimu,
Now menopeliged by Fat, .
I alert, awake & seber
Frem Nevember to Ootober,

ceuld ewn all. fruits ef labeur,.

But there'g too wzch gemge in tha‘c }
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‘Lean eould ewn all land and meney —-
All the flewers,dees & heney--

All the wealth Se' s tamely giving
Witk the wisdem of a gnat,

1f ke digcontinued drinking
Masters' deope, & started thinking
0f a Workerg' Faderatien,

But there's tco much gense in that.

Learn will still keep .en pehaving
In hie abject way of glaving ;
From his youtkful days te detage,
‘And be tredden like a mat
When ke could be free & sated
¥ith the wealth he has oreutet
By his unrequi ted labour,
But thero's to0 much aenae in that,

« ’{ e N e b M

3 Lea.u o_a;_nke no wise detigion
Nor disoexrn a brighter vision

0f a Becialistic System

Wherein he could weild the bat,
For he'yg taught te be eontented

N Te decay in hevele rented

¥hea ke ceuld enjoy a mansion,

But there's tco much sense 1n that,

He's been M trained through countless ages
To _be satisfisd with wages -~
Witk the c¥iigt of loaves he's baking--

¢r to angle for a sprat

While great whales of wealth in notien
Could be oaught in Life's rich ecean

By the harpoen of exertion,
4 But there's too much gense in that,

Ky "
SRS | CNMSISI S

1f Earth's workerg act tegether
;hay can snap the galling tether
hieh enchains them te oemditiens
That would suit a sewer rat: ‘
iutho y peeled their glim regources
x united all their forces'
They cculd domirnate this planet,
: . BU'I‘ THERE'S T00 MUCH SENSE IN THATY

FR. P
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7ed, May 29, 1946, Fred returned from Nyngan last Mo-
nday.He does not like the place,& I think he was glad
to-leave 1%. Idid not go to the hospital last Thursday

ag I had & cold which I caught in Sydney on the previ-
ous Sunday at Art's place.. P

Tues. June 4, 1946. Yesterday I went to Newcastle &
had some blood taken for a count, On thursday I had an

injection from sister MoCann,I bought 2 bettles of .glycerine:

and 2inseel cough medicine, & a little dating machine

& a large map of Australia. Last week Ivy went to "illis
isms' house in ¥ Mayfield East & got my cheque for 10/~ .
Fred is getting ready to ge to Armidale next week to pa-
int schools etc. for the goverament, To~day I beught a
4/= bottle of "Cystex" fer Mum teo cure her rheumatics,

I have written the fellewing to send to érthur.

"IMAGINARY SOLILOUY OF A UNIVERSITY GRADUATE.

The place we go to when we die
The worst of all is wicked pride

And neo one knows the reason why," D
- : - T Y-
Those words, by thoughtful poet penned,  s:=g5= Z8e3
ATe not applicable to me, ' %3',%35‘552@(5
For many know, % will centend, IR R P
That I have earmed my high degree, § Ewgggﬁggd '
) AR -F-Rdar—
1 felt elated, I confess, t %;fg;‘%%ggs
And rilled with pardonable pride, FRSZS0SRE @
When first I donned my cap & dress 23R o858, 880
Where Learning's lofty halls abide, \gzg'g;ggiu%ﬁ _
' : aE=ms Q%0 |
i . . e E-v gg _E"‘bﬂ
Y¢s, I am gratified & proud, . : <2§':‘3§§d55%§'

And feigned humility deczy, ’
¥or mogt of the unoultured corowd - peEl
Must surely knew the reason why, R

N g

For secemingly unending years,

On Learning's leng & weary way
tive struggled (almost unte tears (
To sse my Graduation Day.

Through Winter:s globm & Summer'g glare,

%9 6§
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Upaided by my kith & kin,
With little time 2 strength to spare,
I've gstudied hard this robe to win.

I've read of glory that was Rome! g
i; lands & periods afar,

“ad studied economic tomes

To learn why things are as they are,

While others kicked elusive balls

AcTrosp the verdant, level fields, e
I strove to reap, where Wisdom calls

The fruit the Tree of Knowledge yeilds,

Although I weal my cap & gown
With henest, firmly-feunded pride,
I do not with contempt look down
On all untutored men beside,

d net alone for wealth & fame
id I beceme an undergrad;
My thirsty mind wasg filled wi th shama
And ignorance had made BABAYXEZEAY me > sad,

I wished to scale the gP&a%est height
To which my imtellect could climb

Toe fecus rays of mental light

Upon the universe sublime,

I lenged to search the boundless space
Wherein Tesplendent comeis run,

And, by the aid ef Science, trace

What lies bcyand the farthest sun,

I yearaed to sound abysmal deeps,
With plummet ef enlightened mind,
Where stubbern,sileant Nature keeps
Her aecreta hidden frem mankind,

I sought te see the primal source

And nature --hitherto cencealed --

Of pewer, energy, er ferce

Te which gubstantial things must yield,

I wished te know whence cesamic balls
Bembard the Earth,% why indeed

3 b
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Fach undetscted shower falls
With unimagined force & speed.

To rede these riddles gtill I seek:

Why creatures live,& whyosuccumb ? YEYXEXBEXHUXRE)
Why nobl® Reagen dees not speak o
When geds & angels all are dumb ?

Was evity spinning planet sent
Around its sun's enormeous ball
Te hasten some "divine event",
Or is there no desgign at all ?

I8 Nature but a vast machine
Without beginning, end, er course -.-
An entity that's always been ?
SEXIEXEREXBXRSXT BB LAXAXXRITILX »
Like endless time, & space, & force ?

How leng did primal cesmos rest
Ere mighty erbas began te move

And scintillate, at the behest
Of pewer, in its erbit's greeve ? i

My mind is hungry & athirst
Te ascertain the Treasen why o
Seme stellar bedy was the first

Te dart acress the boundless sky,

New new horizZens streteh afar
And bright sureras flash % glew,
But alps of difficulties bar
Access teo truths I leng to know,

I1'1l 1ot ne mundane foes defeat
The mental troeps that I command
Until I ecéupy the seat ' |
Of highest learning in the land, ' 5

The key of knewledge that I held
Shall epen widely Wigdem's gate,
Revealing fields of mental gold
For my enrichment soen er late,

My future time shall there be spent
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With pleasure, for perhapsg I'll find,

By irndustry er accident,
The ne plus ultra of my mind.

This world is full ef secrets still:
Great preblems vex the wisest brain,
But I may cultivate the skill

Te make their enswers clear & plain,

Like bold Columbus, I way wing
My way aoress uncharted seas
And thence a panacea bring

For necedless warfare & diseass,

With all the stirength that I possess
I shall endeaveur still te find
Seme fact er ferce designed te bless,
But net to curss, all humankind,

Like Lawsen though misundersteod
By oritics who may carp & frewn,
#1111 try to de the world seme good
Before (at last )"I tumble dewn”,

The Perfect Era,long feretald

By prephet & psetic sage,

Has net appeared, for Lust for Geld
8til1ll sruts upen the earthly stage.

Like Mezes en the quaking pesak
Of Siaai, I fain weuld stand
To shew the ignerant & weak

The way to reach the Premised Land.

I amy suxgeed, though others falled,
In ridding Earth of want & sin

And evils that have leng prevailed,
The Golden Age to usher in.

New navies Bail the seven seas;
Huge armies practise BX arts to kill
With bullets, gas, & vile disease

Regardless of the peoples' will,
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But men may rige, gsome eons hence,
Above all mental mists & cleds,
With energy of mind immenses,
And in attainments be as geods.

Alaz ! These fanciea,wide & wild,
ATe oreatures of my heated brain
In learning I am but a child
And such I ever may remain,

The wisest men that Earth can show
ATe like lest children in a wood,
For few are facts the sages kuow,
And fewer still those understeeod.

Hlgh self-esteem good Sense forbids;
Ner should self-adulatien crow

In view of countless pyramids _
0f faoctz which men may never know,

Hence pride of learning is unwisge,
And scholars should net be adered
While Wisdom's Himilayas rise

On centinents still unexplered,

Earth' s brightest soulg,who strive to steep
Their minds in learning that they leve,
Regemble fishes in the deep .

Who knoew naught ef the sun abeve,

The universe is high & wide,

snd its profundities are deep —-
Beyond. the reash ef human pride,
gince #life is rounded by a sleep',

We should net , with disdain,loek down
On these whose mental lights are dim,
For eminent prefessers drom 7
Because they knew net how to swinm.

It's net te learn what fools men are
That weighty velumes fill my shelf,

But Just te find(my pride te mar )
How ignorant I am myself,

Some future day 511 war shall cease

CNPN
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And Learning shall de natiens goed; ﬁB?;AWS;Z lﬂ}
Wise men shall dwell with joy & peace X
In universal bretherheod. ‘vbyvuluﬂﬁJhJ
Till then,like divers, men mst grope

Where mental darkness makes them blind,

And, filled with leve of learning ,heope

Bright pearls of knowledge yet to find,

At last, beysnd Death's chilly tide
Mankind’may tread where angels trod: To A Marfity .
And, freed frem sin & baseless pride, 7, H. Wadolin

Dweil everlastingly with Ged |} ;L,A%uré{ i

~l b,

Wed, June 5, 1946, To-day we Beceived this from Art;-

* 196 Illawarra Road, Marrickville, Sunday.

Dear Folks, I am writing this from a chair in the sun.,
hence the pencil, The wZXather should clear Dad'es cold

if it ie still hEAEXHYXEK.lingering en.¥%e hope, of course
ed long before this. We hope t0o, that your +rip home wg
And that Mum's leg didn't awhe too badly.

And the phetod, we thirnk, are pretty geod. Yeur ce-

py is enclesed , If we send one to the resgt of the

crowd it will leek to much like skite; but we'll g

send anyief them mob a copy en requeet", buckshee
gratis &’ for nothing. You can tell 'em se. Fle wr-

ote to us the ether day: she seems t© be in good a-~
pirirt & health. Mum's slippers are being sent t-

o her in a day or twe -- at long last -~ sc is Munf$

1x glove. We had 'te wait for yeur particular si-

ze. Fhyllis sends her love, P S. The little nip ha

s her first tooth., (Seribbles ) -this being interp-

reted is "leve from Dereen®, Written by here",EL&CMs”

Fri, June 21, 1946, Yesterdaybl paid Mrs, Watts 2/-
contributien to the pensieners' Fund, I get my usual
injectien at the out-patients dept. from sister &

McCann, At Weolworth's I bought & packet of flswer

sceds fer Mum, Alse yesterday week I got an injectinn
& wag teld that my bleed test shewed annimprevement
pfs8 millien coTpuscles, Fred has put a néw galrvan-

1zed iren flue above the gas
zed ir gas even, % ig new painti
the kitchen, He has ghifted the iﬁside flyadgarnt;ng
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the sutside »f the back deorway, Mum has received s
letter frem Flerence cencerning her return frem Nyn.
gan on the 12th of next July., Yesterday I Treceived
the following letter frem Mrg, Webster ;-

%15 Greanfield Terrace,Portreath, nr Redruth, Cern-
wall. (May 7, 1946.)

pear Mr, & Mrs, Cocking,Se pleased te get your letter;
I have 2 to answer new, One game g day or twe after
the other ,Plesaged to sees you were all fairly well,
Trust yepu are the same, Thank you fer the nice pho-
te of Mrs, Cecking, She is lsoking well; alse your
daughter & her hubby & little sen, all leoking very
nice, He ig 2 levely little chap, Qur Fred's bey
tee is & levely little chap 2 years eold, & Gerald,
his brether, is 16 this menth, Poor Fred is net too
good, but I think rather better than when I wrete you
last., Our Frank hasg been dempbbed 3 weeks new, He
is well & gonhe Quite stout, His wife has been in béed
a fortnight with a bad threoat --the decter called it
Quinsy., She has been as weak as a baby, & Jeyee, their
1ittle giTl, has had it as well :sghe is still in bed,
resr pa is awful peerly, Decter been te see him this
merning., He gets down, but feels weak. He fell dewn
a fev weeks 3zo % has not been himself since,but I

am heping he will seen pick up agaim, He started to
bring away bloed, but that has stepped, so I trust

he soen will be himeelf again., He sends kind Temen-
cTance to® you % thanks yeu feT yeur papeTls ysu se X
xindly =eni us., He does a lot of reading % he finds
them very geoeod, I hear they're geing te start en
the water seheme feor Saint Dayat last, buit there is

a let of fuse aver it a8 they'Te taking the water
frem Redruth, & geme say if they do Redruth will
z® sherter this Summer, & they' re ghort enough new,

I umtlerstood always that there was pleaty enocugh wa-
ter at Vegue Hill, just under St, Day, It seems to
me they do mest things upside-down, fer we had mil-
lieons of gallens ef spring water running to waste
every day here, & yet they breught Redruth water he-
re, & it's net near so geood, & mixed with eurs,inat-
ead of having a larger reserveir, Our was teo small
to contain all the levely spring water, So it cest

a let mere than the reserveir te pipe it frem Redruth,
But still they carried it eut, % we haverto pay a 1
larger rate all our lifetime te pay for it, That's
the way the councillers de their werk ; it makes yeu
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sieok. Anyway, the Labeur Part are making grand im-
prevements for the peeple-- that's the warking ¢lasgs--
the rieh den't 1like it, & they're deing all they ocan
t® upset them, it scems te us. I am glad te tell
yeu my treuble has ended ; my ankles have healed up
grand new, Leoking forward te a goed Summer ; it
has started; the weather is levely & portreath i=a
crowled, The Troemsg are all let at the hotel % all the
private houses everywhere, Our beach & the hills are
levelyjust now,Spring flswers everywhere -~ primrases
% bluebells, % then the foliage., Ke fruit, though, asa
y#1 have eut there, We have a nice let of black cur~
rants & goesgeberries & Tragpberries ceming aleng.
Qur girls are finae, Kathleen has gene to live with
heT peeple 2t Trure, He is made & Dean at the cathed-
ral, She likes it very well go far, Myra has gene
dewn te the eea frent te help in the tea-rsams,
Our neighbeur khas ene,k she lets Myrs help me when-
ever I need her heme to de anything here, ag 7 den't
want my legs teo get bad again with tee much standing,
I have written again te my cesusin yeu se kindly fe-
und feor me, He has net written fer a leng time naw--
mere than 12 menths. I wrete him 2 letters: no ana-
wer as yet, New dear friends I must clese witi
kindegt regards to yeu & Mrs, Cecking & all the fam-
ily. Ysurs sincerely Harry & Emmie Webster,®

Fri.June 21, cantinued,
We have received this letter from Walter;-

"159 Gregery Terrace,Brisbane, 17-6-46, Dear Folts,
It is almest & menth sinee I wrete, s® thias letter
is everdus. Desubtless yeu realised that Dbvecause of
my Jumping abeut frem place te place sver the lamt
few weeks, but new I am back in my eld 16 x lbreem
again & am just writing this befere going out ts =z
day's gelf, My week-end trip te Sydney was net
senclusive 1inse far as any asetual pesitien was can-
cerned,but in view of the faet that the senier Mech-
anical Engineer's jobs were advertiged in geveral
States I wanted te feel the pulse ef things in Syi-
ney, &ltheugh the senier jeb there is already given
to” the chap who has had it fer mamy years,but whe is
due te retire in a few years' time,I had prefitabdle
talcs with the heads there & have nen zpplied fer ¥
various jebs there, se my tTip wasn't wanted,
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I returned te Brisbane en Sunday night,20th ? May,%

on the fellewing Wednesday merning went en te Tewns §

ville, After varieus inspectiens I wias able to spend

the follewing week end very enjoyably at Arcadia, Mag-

netie Island., Here I had a cemfertable hut, & the

water was perfect fer swimming, On Menday merninng,

Jrd of June, anether ohap & I weat eut to Clencurry,

which was my first trip inte the West. The geing was

very mensteneus ever limitless grassy plains,& the '

place itself preved unattrastive, particularly as a s

biting csld wind was bkewing,, After lscking chie-

fly at pumping plant we get away again en Tuesday & .

gslept the night in a real eut-back country pub at

Tsrreng Creek, where there was iee on the ground the

previeus merning, & whare we ngver succeeded in get-

ting warm., Tewnsville weather whg beautiful by cem- -

parisen, & I leoked at several ether jobs there on ¥

the Wednegday afterndan & Thursday. At 8-5 a.m, en

the Friday merning I left (for ?) Tewnsville en the ;

Tail moter A had a fairly slew,out but net unintere-
sting ride threugh Ayr,Heme Hj1ll & Bawen to Pre-

serpine,where I arrived at 4-30 p.m.

I wag fortunate in lecating a beeking agency,% as a

result ef hazty arrangements I was able to spend last

wectk-end at Seuth Melle Island, whioh is one of the

Whitsunday greup & abeut 2 heurs out fTem Preserpine,

Here I had an enjeyable 3 days ( Menday being Viete~ -

ry Day heliday), but I actually prefer Magnetic Isl~ -

and, a 8 Seuth Melle is very meuntaineus & there is

only a very confined area en which the whole life of

the igland takea place, Tuesday was spent en insP&-‘qp

ctieng &t Gunyarra experimental station near pPreser-

pine, & en Wednesday merning I get up early te oatch

‘the Brisbane mail at 3-15 a.m., & on which I trave=~

lled as far as Makay, which place I had been aaxieus -

teo see Nor was I disappointed, for it is a very ni-

ce town & cempares very faveurably with any other f

faveuri tes - Bundaberg & Toemoemba, This is the pri-

ncipal cane farming area in Queensland & is therefore ‘

a Very presperous tewn, as ¢ane is always a good pa- i

ying propesitien, My nerthern teur was at lasgt ever, !

so I Treturned to Brisbane on Wednesday night & have ‘

since been picking up the threads in the eoffiee .here,

Your letter, alse the "Review! chased me %o Tewn?V- &
i1lle,for which many thanks . Evidently Nyngan isn't ,
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very popular with any gf the family, particularly as
Fred, after menths in the islands, censiders it Ye-
utbaek™", I still haven't received the bill for th-
ose shirts frem Fles, Evidently she's get te® much
meney. Thie seems all the news for now, but I

hepe net te be se leng in writing yeu nexti time,
Hepe yeu are all keeping well in the feur seuthern
heuseholds, Meney erder for £.5 enclesed, Wal."

I received a cheque for 7/6 from Mrs, Williams last
Thursday.I visited George Sheldon's second wife,
Edje on my way home. -

Tues, July 2, 1946, Last Thur, I got my injection froum
4ster McCann, Last Sun, night Fred left by midnight
train for Armidale with Birt Yecking to start paint-
ing the girls' living quarters there., We Treceived

the focllowing letter from Gladys some days ago .-

"~ 1st Avenue,Warrawong,Tune 2oth, 1946, Dear Mum & Dad,

Yes, here it is at last V We hope you are both well,

We don't blame you for ncot coming down when you were

in Sydney,in fact we didn't thinkyou would have gone

to Sydney when the weather was so bad, The weathér is
terrible hereto-day;it's blewing & Taining & very cold;;
in fact I haven't been wafm all day. Jack sold his
cagr, & doesn't he migg it ?; he's running around everywh-
ere trying to buy anether one, We pald for the blo~
¢k of land next doer with the money ; we made sure it
wouldn't get spent en other things.

I've been having my teeth out : I'1ll get the laet 3
out next Wedneeday, I'm under the doctor again with
my nerves & lew blecd-pressure, I haven't been too
well for a leng time,but I'm feeling a litile better
now,Jack & the children are all well, Cheerie tn vou
beth, alge leve to the rest of the folk, From Glad.
AXEXX, M

Sun, July 21, 1946 I have finished reading the book enti
led "Zlectricity",by Robert M, Ferguson,Ph.D. of the
Bdinburgk Insti tution, It was printed by Chambers in

B866,We are expecting Florence to arrive here with

Robert to-merrow, as Rev, Mr, Brand is to bring them
& _¥rs, Brand by car from Nyngen., During vthe last 3 weeks

Ve had 3 injections at the hospital, Last Thu-

rsday I went to Williams' place & Miss Williams ga
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ggve me a Gardeners' ledge Cheque for 10/-, Mum h-

a received the I¥Hofollowing letter from Mraxglz 8

Bliza Morris:- ,

w -

"140 William St, Earlwood,July 3, 1946. Dear Mary,
¥y word, what & pleasant surprise it was the day
you called teo see us.It was Ireally nice, & I thought

yor looked just the same -- a bit older of course--
but well; & Mr, Cocking leoked better than when I saw
him last, It was nice of Arthur te bring you around,
T da hope your family are all well, Where is Fred ?
Te he 8ti1l in the army ? We had a letter from our
boy yesterday: he salid he was real well; % that was
good,don't you think ? How are Flerrie & her family 7
You will be happy when everything is all right again,
I am sorry to tell voth Maggie & Bill have been sick,
Bill wap in bed, but is much better & 18 up & at work,
but is net the best but getting better ,Maggle den't
slewy, & always fcels tired. I think there is something
wrong when you don't sleep. All sorts of things go thr-
ough your mind while you are~in bed, hat is the weather
like ypur way ? My, it's cold this way & .as cold as
poer 0ld Lithgew, They have had a let of snow this year,
Eva said 1t is very ¢ald. Her eldest girl fell & breke he
T arm, but is getting on all right; she came dewn &
gang over 2 C H one Saturday morningShe sang very nice,
ghe will be 11 years eld en the 23rd ef this month,
Well, Mary, what de you think abgut all the treuble there
id in this fair land ef ours ? “verything is real up-
sét ,wvhat with the .eleetrie light & the gas & all this
big trouble in Brisbane, The people den't knew where
they are, Trusting all will seon he over & all goes
well, Well, new, I do .hepe -you had a nice holiday
when you were down & everything all right when
you got home, I will clese best leve frem Maggie &

£11l & myself your leving eld friend E, MerTis,
Hoping to hear from you soor, Please excuseé paper,

but I wanted you to get a letter,Give our leve to

your dear partner, Ta ta | I de miss my poerl old p-
artner, God teok him home. to rcst blegs him, Pleasge
excuse migtakesg X,

We have alsg received the 2 follewing letters fro,m

FleTencse;- _
*Nyngan 17-7-46, Dear Mum & Dad,I hope you weTe net
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| to0 disappeinted about the pestpenement of our trip,
Judgeing by the Treports we have had about travilling
on this line singe the reduced train serviee bszan,
we are very lucky to be going over by éar., The trans
only leave 3 times weekly,&'they are pretty packed
after they leave Dubbe, This new arrangement ig goed
because 1t will mean all day travelling, I den’t know
yet what time Mr, Brand intends leaving KiéhH¥ hers,
but I think that we will arrive there about evening
on Menday, If Mrs, Brand & the 2 kiddies do go ( I
think she will if ghe can find accomedatien fer the
night) it willmean that we will be later making =
start I suppese, When & big ear pulled up here a-
bout sn hour age I thought it was the Brands ( she
said she would come ever ene afterneen this week)
ingtead it was Steele's car with Valerie, Bill, &
Mre, Steele, It is Valerie's annual helidays,& she
arrivedte-day & is looking up all of her eld friends
vefere going out te the bush to stay with the Stae-
les for a couple of weeks, I don't know whether
you understeod ever the phone that Bill seen want
have te vigit Bourke, He is tTrying thie week to gat
a man tc take his place there, & if he dees geit on=
he will seen have his run altered +to Warren & Nev=-
ertite & of course be here in Nyngan alternste we-
eks, #A live wire" tRERX the voss wrote that he w
nts Bill te get for the Jeb, The only ap Blioant
he has had from here foI the job is eld Charlie

- O'Rielly who is pretty old & verg slew, He isg the
ex-maypy of the town & is about ©68; so I am afraid
he won't get the jeb, I had a let of visiters la-
st weqk ealling to ses me befere I went, but, like

pld WOLiffys Vaughn, I am still here., MI Brand ra

says that taking me ever is all part ef his work
but we ean't help thinking what a wenderful chap be
is & what a goed frienx he is te us, I hepe ysu w
won't worry ,Mether, if I ask him or them in te tma,
but I weuld like te’ after him making this long trip
for me, Dont't fuss-- he has been here for mesls, ao
he is not over fussy, The next day (Tuesday) he
will travel to Sydney to see his father who is not
very well, He intends staying the night with Smiths

I or at the Methodist parsonage,

| : & he
Valerie gave Robert a bowl of salted peanuts
Jﬁnégnmfgﬁﬂiﬂfnd you some in tiis 1e+tar, go if I

3774



188,
it is me who is mad in the house, He is looking
forward to seeing you all again, & says he is going
t0 be a very good boy over there, but,as he tells
me&, he "cant be good all the time,¥* It's been cold
% wintry here to-day, & we (Robert & I ) have been
sitting in front of the fire all the afternoon, Mr,
Brand Just rang to say that everything is set for
the trip, & we will be leaving at 5 a.m, on Monday
at the latest, He says about 10 or 12 hours sho-
uld do the trip, He says that Mrs, Brand will go,%
1f she ean't get a bed at Smith's ( this dis to you()
I1%11 sleep on the lounge for the night, & she can
have my bed, that is,of course if you are agreeable,
Anvhew it i8 lovely to know that we will travel in
comfort & be there about 3 p,m, or 5 p.m. if his
redkoning is right, They may go straight en to S
Smith!s for tea; so don't ceok a hot tea especially
for them, I'1ll bring some tinned stuff over that
perhaps you can't get there, Well,cheerio, I'1ll get
domm & post this 8o that you will get it before the
week end,Love, Flerence," .

Florence!' g other letter is as follows:-

"Nyngan 17-7-46. Dear Mother,I have just been to the
post office to post a letter to you & have collected
yours, & now at home when I read it it seems that
you are worrying your head off about next Monday,

I think that I have explained everything in the pr-
evious letter, but one quesgtion you ask 1s 18Bill
scoming 7 No, he will be back in Nyngan & starting
work that day.Don't worry, I am sorry if coming
this way is going to upset you, I hate to have to
put you to any treuble,% I wouldn't if 1t could be -
avoided, As I said in the previous letter,don't
cook a hot tea, because it's likely that the Brands
may go straight to Smith's after meeting you. I'11
tTy to get some eggs & make a cake on Sunday, & I'll
get some biscuits, If you get a bit extra bread in

% perhaps a coupps of pounds of sausages in case it's
s cold night. Anyhow I'll bring something (spaghetti
or something) in case you can't get the sausages,
I'11 get the meal ready when I arrive, It won't take
long to vook some sausages & potatoes if they do stay,
but don't go to the trouble of a baked dinner, be-
Cause we can't be sure when we will arrive, As I s~
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said in the other letter, Mr, Brand says 10 hours
travelling, so if we start at 5 a.m. we should be
there at 3 p.m.. Anyhow, we should be there at 5
p.m. allowing for step for dinner., I wish = could
have got a:reliable person in here, because'l am
afraid I am a nuisance to a lot of people just at

present by leaving here, Anyhow, if you Jjust get

a bit of extra bread,half a 1eaf & 2 1lbs of sausag~

eg, I'11l fix you up when I come, Anything else I'1ll

bring myself, Evennif they .don't stay the meat can
be uged the next day, Yheerio till Monday, Flerence,"

Sun, July 28, 1946. Florence & Robert arrived on the 22nd
with Mr, & Mrs, Brand & little girl & baby. Florence

has bought most ef the things she requires, & has met
doctor Rutchisen ? & made all arrangewments, TheNobell
family moved inte the house next door which was vacated o
by the palmers,who have moved into their new house at
Speer's Point, Lake Macquarie. Last Thursday I got an
injection from sister McCann, A strong cold westerly
wind has been blewing about a month & is still going
strongly, We ezpected Fred to arrive home yesterday, but
be did not oceme, On the 8th inst, we received the
following letter from Fred:-

““mith House, Ammidale, July 7, 1946. Dear Folks,

I suppose you've been waiting for me to write to see

see 1f 1t's so terriblyc cold up here, Well, yesterday

& to-day are the only sunny days there've been gince

I've been here,k one of the ether days a Teal 1little

bit of snow fell,net enough te stay on the ground,

I was unlucky enough to get a cold coming up on the

train, but it stayed in the head, & is Just about bet-

ter now, There was & Oamp-streicher here for me,s I

made a straw mattrass out of hessian, & put 3 corn & 1
chaff begs on for blankets,& so I now have a good warm bed,
The ether painters here are terrible mugs,with the excepti¢
of Bert & the Lose,who never wofks, so it shouldn't Dbe
hard for me to keep the jeb if = want to, The other
fellows batohing here are ezgy to get on with,& the

grub is good, ego if it was only @ bit warmer it would

be gleasant enough, but as it is it is not too bad,

"The jeb here is expected to last until near the end eof th
thie month, & so far we don't know where we go nexti,

I'1l do my best to go home for the week-end in about

A
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Thisg is‘only & note: there -is no need to answer it un- i
less it's necwgeary, Fred,* N | 4

Seme days 8go we received this‘ from Arthurs -

196 I1lawarra Road, Marrickville, Sunday, Dear Folks,

The little nipper (Judith) was pretty erook last week-

end, Wt has made a rapid,complete,& happy Trecovery,

Doreen & phyllis are O,K,, & yours truly .is literally

in the pink, To-merrow night I am sending you 2 suits

by Tall to Waratah, They are destined for #whom they

aight concern®, but i'd suggest that the brown double-

breaster might suit Ded fgr wandering around the yard,

& thg blue sult would do "hip for gallivanting on the rive

T, nyhew, who gets what-is up to you blekea, -

I'verhad a.preview of what!g to come in seeing Charles

Bonaventure packed off tc Nerrandera,where he ig boarding -
" while his wife & kids stay on in s8ydney until he gets

them a house down there, Nearly all the graduates I

know have been treated similarly, Cne has gone to

Young, one to Murwillumbah,ene to Tumut, You will re-

adily understand, then,that we fegr we'll be gent to a

country high school .tewn next year at the latest,

$till, we can% be worried wuntil it happene,& perhaps

Eotheven then, See you on or about 24t ugusg. Love,

rthur,? , : .. :

We have algo r¢ceivedﬁthe'follouiné from Walter:-

W159 (GregorTy Terrace,Brigbane, 21-7-46., Dear Folks,

we are now back in a civilised community here after

the end of the strike last week ,& i1t's oertainly mu~

ch more pleasant to be:able to have het shower,eat -~ . =
without the use of a candle, & to stay up after nine
otcleck at night. Otherwige nething of importamce has
happened since my lagt letter,ner has there been any
news about the new job, - In the meantime I'm 8ti1l bu-
s11y engaged in the.Treconditiening of my furniture

1 must say it is coming en pretty well, Next week L*f1]
have to leave it aleme,though, because I'm going for a
tear in my 1ittle DepT. prefect sedan through Teewoonmba,
Warwiok, Stantherpe, Waglangarra. I&m rather locking
forward to the run,except for the fagt of the cold we-
ather, but I'1l be able to take plenty of clothei,:ge :
I'Vve got the car to myself, The jeb is to iDSpcG. % |
various military establiebments & assess the egtimat J

-
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cest of annual eperation & maintenance ofmeihanical
plant.on each of them, This will ‘keep nme pretty busy unt
until the week-end gt least, I see that Flc is due
home to-merrcw, Greetings, Fle, I dont't write directly
to you, but suppes Mum forwards my letters on ,or at
leagt extracts occasionly., My regards to Bill & young
Rebbe toe-- hew is Re ?, Bill will evideatly have 1o do
the bachelers' act again for a while, I ®ight eagily see
you myself befere you go baock, Thanks for the plote,
Muse~ 1t was a good likeness eof you all,& I recegnized
the tuilding behind you as ore in which I once did a
ventilation design, Thanks also fer the papers which
are coaing te hand, It has eccurred te me that one of ye
you might 1like a heliday up herejnet that it's mush of &
place, but 1f go let me know, & I think I could fix you
up 211 right as there's a spare bed in my reom . Unfo-
rtunately I don't think it's any warmer here at the ncnex
nt,but it's been a record cold winter & must surely
start to warm up soen, I'm gorry Ididn'?% get out to see
Art & his wonder kid when I was down recently, butas
time wag go ghort & he wkg not on the phene I hesi~
tated to send him @ wire for fear I'd keep him at he-
me from his other ergagemente, Anyhow,K they'll both
surely be better gtill when I do see them again,
How about Daphne ? Ig ghe yet at the Teaching Col-
lege, or did ghe pull out ? I take it that all J-
cets erowd are well; & if I'm any guess he'll be miss-
ing the old Ford by now, It's hard to.appreciate a
ear until you have to do without one, At geast thatt s
‘how I find it here whenever mine'sg in dock, How
long is Fred to be in Armidale 7, I assume it's only
temporary job there & he'll move to some other place
soon, Glad to know you are all well as I am, If none
of you want to come up for a holiday you could mention
1t to Johnny Rose, who might like to come, Chesric,Wal,*
Fri, Aug.9, 1946, Yesterday week I got an injection from sis
ter McCann,é afterwards went to the big hospital & had a
bit of grit taken off my left (blind ) eye by young do-
gétor Roberts, Yesterday I went in agaln to the out-patients
department & got an 1n%ect1on from sister McCann, At Y
Ash's shop I bought a 3/16 square ended drill for 2/3,Thepcol
cold westerly wind has ceased to blow,k the day is nice
& warm, Douglas Cocking ocame last night & told Fleren-

ce that his car is fer sale for 50 pounds. We have receivaed
this letter from Gladys:-
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#1gt avenue, Warrawong,Wednesday, Dear Mum, I suppose you tI’
think we had forgotten you, I've had the flu, & Jack ha

d it over the week-end, He was in bed on Monday; but s=-
tarted work on Tuesday., We are pleased to hear that bo=
th you & Dad are keeping well’s' Jack bought & square-

tep "Chrysler® gddan car in “ydney 3 weeks ago, He co-
uldnts de without one; he done nothing but mocan for the
3 weekg he was without -ones There'g no news down her @
to speak , 80 I'1ll say good bye to you all, ¥rom Jask,

the children, also myself, I'm in a hurry to get the _
bue to ;port Kembla, so ta ta , Will all my love, Glad,

XXXXE,® v

4180 thig from Walter:- | |
%159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, 5-8=46, Dear Folks,
ince my last letter I have finished the 1little tour
P mentténed , that is dowmn to Wallangarra through
Toowoomba, Warwick,Stanthorpe, & quite enjoyed myself
too, 1 left hdre on the Tues&a_y' morning before last,k
returred to Brigbane last Monday., The country is terr-
ibly dry & rather in contragt with what it was when
Mum & Dad came through that way with me on the way up
here, Wallangarra mugt-surely be the most uninteregt-
ing place in musgtralia, —- just 2 old pube & a shop in
the midst of & tumble~-down town set amid arid boulder
country, I even had to go on over a corrugated road
to Tenterfield to get a bed for the night, The road
21l the way to Wallangarra from Brisgbane was perfect,
though, & I was able to spend the intervening week-
end in Warwick, Joe feeding her ? Perhaps she'g pi-
ning for another gar, yet she loos s$0 much strong,erz
healthier nowadays ocompared with a few years age.
I suppege that Fred 1s home again, & that with Fle & R
Robbe also there you have pretty full house, I assu~
- mk that everyone else is well & that Chip's K& new boat
ig well iunder way by now, Inoidentally,Vhip, don't
forget to sell that suit of mine if anybody wants it,
will you ? Wag glad to get your note, Flo, ,& was ho-
ping that you would at lagt tell me how much I owe you
on thoge shirts you soc kindly sent me.,, Thanks very
much for your efforts, & don't be afraid to sting me -~
- I think I'1l be able to afford it, Hope you both en-
4gz ur stdy at home My room is still improving with
‘Rt &pplicaztion  plenty of energy & a few bright ides ,
&g, Still no news about the new jobs, 50 suppoese I mi- ;
cht ag well carry on in the meantime.

1 [ S
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ce the major overhaul on my car it was never all ri-
;ﬁ,& none o:% the experts here could fathom ihe trouble,
However, whilst I was away last week they pulled the m
motor down agein & found the valve timing wrang, New
there i a TemaTkable imprevement & it's a pleasure to
drive; g0 you'll be able te enjey something of it if e-
ver I'm able to get it baek en Maitland Road again.
Jehnny Roge sent me a letter last Thursday in his usual
bree y style. He ean't come Wp here .a% the moment, but
1@ oBviouszly interested in the idea, He would be wige
+tc come in time fer the exhibitien here next week, I
have been able te order an Airgone "Cub" radis,feor my

room, frem Sydney at £ 16-17-6, less 40 per cent, throu~

gh the good offices of a friend domn there,k am locking
forward to getting i% any day now. Oheerio, Wal.’

Sat.0Oct, 26, 1986, Yesterday afternocon Florence' ssecond

baby -- a girl --was born at the Mater hospital,Waratah,

Mum, Jese,& Ivy went ever to see them, but was net per-
aitted to see the baby, “oth Flerence & the baby are well,
8inc2 my last entry in thig diary I have Rai a lot of tr-
oudle with my left (blind ) eye,. Shortly after docter Re-
berts took the grit off my eye dooter Price examined it
& , later, took an uleer eoff my eye, &t hls surgery in
Bolten street, He did not charge anything for his treatment,
My eye is now almost back to normal, Mr, Frith, senior the
shopkesper,died Trecently & was buried at Sandgate, Last
Bunda bert & I attended the holiness meeting of the
?ighs{s Hill Salvationists ,& the childfen's anniversary
in the afternoon, I met JiivStanbury,Mary'& Gladys Gooid=-
win,Bram Lucas & his wife “velin (nee Smith) Harold Vaughn,
Bob Bannister, brother Jack & his son Alf, & the captain of tb
corps,=-- Gilbert of New Lambton,To-day I finisghed binding
the Julyh Aughgﬁnﬁa&gsmggiepepies of the "National Geographis

Magazine®, sine my eye became too bad to

»rite, we received the following letters <from Wal & others,:

#1859 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, 6-9-46, Dsar Folks,

Have just received a very interesting letter from Flo., for

whigh many thanks, Things her continue to be quite plsasant;

% Flo. is not far out when she says I have & good jod», yet I
. 8%t111 wish the same job was in Sydney rather then here,, Last

»

. Tuesday I went to Kingaroy in a very nice Ferd Mercury car
i to give an estimate for the transfer of lew-pressure air

training chambers to Amberley ?, To-morrow morning I am ta-

298§



194.
king 2 of my chaps in the same car to Maryborough & Bunda-
berg & will leave them there to install wood-working
machinery for the Industrial Training ocentres now operating
at the Teoch. colleges. This should give me ratner an enjoy-
able week; 80 I'm not complaining, though of course life is
not all plums. My room is 8till improving as a rresult of my
continued efforts on odd -occasions,, & it is becoming the
envy of several of my friends. There has been no sight or
gound of Johnny Rosge singe I lagt wrote him, tut I'd hardly
ve sirprised to find him arrive here with all his worldly
posgessions wrapped in neWB?apers any day,
Unfortunately my letter to Flo, must have crossel herfs on the
way, but I'm sure ghe'll be able to cash the money-order
for the shirts, I was quite concerned about Dad's eye,
but re-assured by Flo, & the fact that it is now definit-
ely improving, You were very well advised to get the best
of attention for it; & let me know if I can send you down
gsome gash for the bills, Ivy,too, is evidently on the
mend, which is a good sign, & I'm hoping that everyone w-
111 e fighting fit when I get down there at Christmas or
sooner, My chances of getting a transfer scems to be f-
ading again, & the only satisfaction I ¢an get at the mo-
ment is that they say I have done my jeb too well to get
away, Of course there is nothing definite . :
The lags you speak about, Mum, is Esme Sattler, I heard
she was to get married, but she may not have & may still
be living in Kerr gtreet, She was quite & nice lass, & w-
ould very likely remember you,
F red seems to be very quiet in his new job, & his infr-
equent writing contrasts with his good correspendence
whilst in the islands., You'll have to tune him up about ity
I don't seem to be hearing anything of the exploits of
Jos! s or John's families nowadays-- or of Chip, Are they
leading such a monotonous existence ? How about Daphne ?
Is she a school teacher, or a counter jumper by now ?
Admittedly I{m rather diffident about increasing Mum'g
letter-writing, but perheps anether letter from one of the
others might mention a few of the details, Strietly
spesking, I suppose that I should from time to time send
dom a few things typical of aueensland, yet there are so
few things even worth the while sending which are pecul-
iar to this area or State. Development is definitely

backward here, & things are considerably moTe interesting
& valuable in the Sputhern areas. I am sending by sep-
arate package a cutting for a double poinsettia which is
an excellent cutting 7 & which you may care to try. Bir-
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nday greetinge for you for to-morrow, Mum, & the hope
that you will enjoy many mere happy birthdays in the
future, Cheerio for now, 411 the best, Wal,!

THIS I8 is from Fred; ~ "Stoke Farm,Sun.Aug. 178, 1946.

sose you think that I've forgotten you, but I
tieigm% thazoI would heve gone home last week-end with
sert., He told me that he'd either ring or write,or
Loth, so if he did he'll have told you all about Armi-
dale It was cold, but not =0 cold as this place.
®e sre about 6 miles from Ben Lomond & 8 from Llangellan,

‘ are in those_places, so cur only
ga%%iﬁegh%u%%I%esgggsfrcm'eithar-pi%oa. 'We are a UGt

fortunate, as the Cockys get us anything we need about
overy second day, The bread is usually stale,& meat
ig seldom,  We got eur first yesterday, but rarbits
& eggs are in ¥8EKR gelere;, go far we have lived extra
'ﬁ'.:’%, 80 we &re notbe‘bhel'ed about gl'ub.
7 just went outgidé for a drink of water, & a few fluffy
iittle balls of( what one of the other fellows assured
me was) sleet were falling, & he assuTred me that when we
wake up in the morning snow would be on the ground, I
wonder, Just at present I am sitting in front of a big log
fire, nearly rcasted on one side.
Chip should, by now, have receéived a regimtered letter
aontaining 5 (think it was ) cheques. The amount in
them 1is what they pay me after deducting £ 1-4-C in
tax, With me here are one other painter, & one carp-
penter; all correspondence5in61u§ing pay, is addressed
to me, © I wouldn't mind if I got something extra for it
tut my cheque this week 1is the same as last.
It's only a small building -- one room--with 20 odd kids
1T they're all here, but only 7 turn up each morning; the
rest either have,or are in contact with,messles or scab-
ieg, The teacher ig a decent young bloke just cut of
college at the end of last year, & knowing how Art liked
being in a one-horse gchool I can .certainly sympathise
with this kloke. This Jjob will about cut out this week-
end, & we have asked for our next job, but until nezxt
Tedneeday we don't know where it will be, Wednesdavs
& Saturdays are the only mail days, when someone meets
the mailman about 15 miles up the road, This I den's$
€lpect to be posted until Tuesday when one of the locals
1g going into Glen Innesg for 'the day, You will understs
nd that it's no use of yodf answering this letter, as I
shiuld have left here befcTe an answer could a=—

e
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The teacher liveg aoross the road with people ca -
?prenounoed Bush, anyway ) who have th pﬁoneﬂo§%°%d§§F% | {

b 7 + 3 % r ' .
é%i{edhEil number, wut thg storekeeper in Llangollan ig

Hodder; & if in emergency you wanted to .get in pych
touclh with me I'm sure that he'd ring a message through,
if,after the week-end & before you know where I am, you
want to get in touch with me you cen find where I am by
ringing M 1612, which is the Newcastle office of the J
Departument, Before leaving Armidale they told me that =
I had one more job to do wup this way, & then I anm going |
to Cook's Hill, | I don't put a lot of faith in it,but
in gbout anether 6 weeks my free railway-pass home ig
due, I would have gone home before coming here,but jt
hardly seemed worth while to go over 500 miles just for
a week-end, - The only things that keep me in- the Job e
is that it is.80 terribly easy & that I have £ [-50
a week after paylng tax, ingtead of  working like mad
with a boss chasing me up, for about £ 5-12-C after pay-
ing tax in Newcastle, I'1l write again when I get to
the next place, The address here isi- )

Stoke Farm, via Ben Lomord, - So long, Fred,*

= ST

This letter is from Wal, i- :

4159 Gregory Terrace, 26°§$946, Dear Folks,

I must first plead guilty to being a week late in writing,
but I wag partiocularly busy last week, & there was nothing ¢
of impertance to write-akout, I bope that both Dad & Ivy
aras now o k again & that you are enjoying the company

of Robert & Fle,, algo -Art, Phil & co who have probably

now arrived, John evidently felt as I always think I'd
feel without a car, &-he ghould get a lot of good work

out of the Chrysler, I suppose Joe is alsc feellng the: o
loge of a @ar sometimes, although admittedly they go.
through a lot of money, Mum'sg conjecture about my rocm
mugt-surely be wishful thinking -- quite a contrast be-
#ween the Myola gtreet wedding & the " Know-Alls,

How young Cliff (Cocking) is going to finanee-things

when he's only 19 is beyond me, I don't think I've eyer
met him -~ what does hedo t - -~ ;

1 wrote to Johnny Rose a few weeks ago, but have heardt
nothing further from him; ~The radio I -had -in-my Tgo s N
‘lagt year belonged to Reg, David, & he tcok it to 8 yne

e

Y with him, The one I now have wag sent up By & 1 g8
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friend in Sydney, & she got a 40 per cent cut for me, It
i{g an Airzone Cub & hag a nice tone. I have -made a sp-
ecial bracket for it near my bed, & have had anew gw-
itct installed near it. A fortnight ago I spent the
week-end down at Corrumbin & renewed many old acquain-
tances, Algo did some enjoyable sunbaking., & swimming,
! & drove down through Coolongatta & Tweed Heads for a
few miles, The following week was a Vvery busey one . in
the 1ife of Briskane, 2s the first post-war Exhibkition
: was held for 7 daye, & attracted record crowd crowds,
* We had 1 4 days holiday for the ocgasion, & I spent one
’ afternoon & evening fully interested in the various
exbibi tg, without worrying abcut the ring events, The
various agrieultural displaye. were very creditsable
eongidering the unprecedented drought conditione ncw
existing here, We have been rather more busy in <he
office lately,& I am trying to complete my estimates
fogr annual maintenance on mechanieal plant for peru-
anent military installationrs. :
We are having gome excellent weather now after our recoxd
/ cold winter & everything 1in general is going fine, 8till
ne newsg ¢f my possible transfer from here, though,
Next week-end about a dozen of us intend going to Bribie
Island & do a bit of fighing, “11 of tke fellows are from
o the local Y, M, & we stay at Nerm Balmer's place ,
ol Chaerio for the pregent, all the best to yeu all, wal,®

LS

Thig is from Mres, Rliza Morris:-
"No. 4 Kia Ora Flats,Giddinge Avenue, Craenulla. Aug, 30,1946,
»  Desr Mary, You will e surprised te see by this address
7 we a8re at a new plaes, Maggie got the flat for 2 weeks; it
is really very nice, & I do hope the change will do Mag-
gie geed, She is net very well, & Bill is not the best.
I am fair, Wut tired te-day . I was dewn at the besch
with Maggie yesterday,® Eva's children: they are with us,
Eva may ®e down fer a day or twe, We hope she comes: it
will Be nice, The beach is net far away from us,& the
weather is very nice, Of course rain ig badly needed,
. 1 euppese yeu have Arthur with you before this : it will
4. ¢ a eharge for his wife & family, Hew is Florrie 1
-1 de h°§° all goes well with her, It ig a pity her hue-
¥ Band's health ig ne good ever in Mayfield, I hope, Mary,
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veu do keep well, alse your dear eld partner, My word,I
miss my poor dear hysband very mueh, althocugh everything
is done for me, one gets lonely sometimes,whieh is quite
natural, I trust all of your beya are well, We had a
letter from Harry : he said he was goed & quite happy.
¥e weuld like him home, ~ You would get a surprise when
th# other 1little 8lip wae in your letter -- it was for
Yre, Hameley; she ig very well, Three of the family are
warried, % the youngest glrl will never be vary well;
she has a leakiag valve to the heart: she is Quite nappy
%1tk her mether, I de hope, Mary, 'you keep well, for th-
ere is always REBAERINE: pientyrfor mother to de; & you
will fzel anxious +$ill Flerrie ig evsr her troubls, I
do hops all will e well,, Just faney, Mary, I was tal-
king to a lady who 111 we 84 eon Sunday. She is real wesll
: strong & got . splended eyesight; so she 1s a lusky
paTson , what do you think ? -, Whea yosu writ, addregs
ny lsttar te Earlwood ;wge will be home then, My wrother
81f has been very sick,but seems much better again, thank
god. I don't think,Mary, there is any more fer me to say;
so ®est lsve to you,my dear, &£ all the family, & best of
luck to Florris, & trust Ded keeps well., Vely best from
Maggie, B 11, & myself, I must tell you we had a lstier
from Herry. He was well & quite happy with himself, Of
courge they won't worry you, but Maggle won't settle t111
he gets home, I tell you, Mary, we all miss him & wish t-
h3 war was all over & the woys home, The war is over, but
10t the peage;so we must wait & hope it won't we long.
Love from your old friend Eliza Morris.*

AR XY BXE ﬁn@ther lettar from Walter:- -
159 Gregory Terrase, Brisbane, 1-1Q-46, Dear Folxs,
Yy lagt ldtter was written just before I left for Mar-
yoorough en 17th September, I had a very enjoyable
trip, & left the men in Maryworough to install the
woodworking machines for the Training Cbllege., The
nizht before I left Bundaberg it rained heavily, which
wag Teal musis to the ears, as this represented the
end of n 6 monthé drought, After returning to Brigbane
I was able to enjoy a fixhing week-end down on the Bay,
We had some “lovely weather & eaught some good fish,
After a long wait I got a new suit which had been made
for me by a paramatta tailer,k for which he measurcd me
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during my last week-end in gSydney. The coat was consid-
sTably too dig,4 is now being altered, but the material
is Quite good, No further news isg yet to hand as to
axy any possible transfer South, but it seems that etr-
ong influenee for the top-ranking Jobs will go 1o Tre-
turned men, I am at present follewing up this aspeot
pretty closely, I am partiaularly'gleaaed to hear that
Dad's eye continues to improve, & I hope he is taking
every eare with it, You will very much like that poine
settia 1f 1t grows,as 1t is an unugually pretty double
one, Now to answer the questions: o
You did send me a copy of that photo, Mum, thank you,
That H.0.,Flo, was made out in the name of Mra, A, W,
purdy, Evidently you are pretty financial nowadays,as
you have had no need to cash it so far, Glad $o know
that both you & young Robbo, also Bill, are doing well,
There is little otheyr news at the moment, sc I'1ll clasze
with my west wishes to you all, Yours Wal.,*

Thie letter is from Gladys:- 1st A¥,Warrawong, 26-9-46//
pear Mum ,Thanks very muoh for ArthuT!s photo; 4 think
it is very good of all of you., 1 see Arthur is fetting
ne thinner, We didn't know pooT eld Dad had = »ad eye:
we AYe pleaged to hear that it is getting bettet, tho-
you must have forgotten mto tell us. We haven’t sean
Cliff Cocking sinee he was a baby,so we wmouldn't know
him if we saw him, Anyway, we wigh him good luck in his
married life, There9dS no news to tell you akout down
here, only that Dell is going to Bydney on the Zlst &
22nd of Oetober to ecompete in the Eisteddfod for sing-
ing & verse-speaking, She!s in the ochoire for the soh-
00l, I don't know how they 11 get on,, they seem 4o
think they have a fair ehanee,, The weather is ver eold,
windy, & ghowery here;“it gets on your nerves, We ars
all well Just now, I1U11 say e¢heerio for now. Love fr-
om Jack & the children; also myself,, to you all, xxxxx,
X extr speocial for Robert,* :

Mon, Oct., 28, 1946, Mum,Robert & I walked over to the
Matr hospital at Waratah this afternoon & sawZRB3 Flo-

rence & the baby,who has not yet been named, She is

very dark,® mioh resembles Robert when he was a baby,
Florence has to remain in the hospital for &§ weeks in all,
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aa there is something wrong with hexr: leg, She ig not in
pain, & looks very well., She has a room all to hersgelf,
We returned by Bus., Almost ever since 0ld Bob Ashby
died, charlie has been sleeping with Allan in-the ho=-
uge on Shelly Beach,Hunter river, Charlie has been put-
tingz an engine in a boat there, Fred & .Bert Oocking are
painting a school at Wallalong, but Fred came home in
Bert's car on Friday last, & left for there again this
morning.
The following letter was sent by phyllis:-

"196 Illawarra Road,Marrickville,15-10-46, Dear Mun,

Arthur has asked me to correct the information he gave
when he rang the other day concerning a trip home with
Doreen in a few weeks time, He mentioned griday, the
25th, but now realises that he will be singing‘in the

Federation Choir at arBEisteddfod % n Bat, 26th; so you
nay expect him en the 1lst Nov, 1 that will still be co-
nvenient to you, would you please make the sppeintment
at Mrs, Lengworth's to fit in with these dat es too ?
We are surprised to hear that Flo is stillat large..
Tell her it's sure to be a girl, seeing it's late for
the appeintment, Yaa would be surprised & delighted 1if
you gaw Judith's head now, Except for a couple of 1lit-
tle gatohes in the front of her head it is almost free
from infectien, which,agcording to the skin sgeoialist,
at the Ghildren's HDSpital was "goalp sczema", Her
hair is growing nicely too, & with frequent brushing I'nm
hoping for lovely blende ourls. Doreen often talks
about Robert, & is looking forward to seeing him again,
We are having a little birthday tea among ourselves
for her next week-end, We intended having s little
party, but decided to wait another year as she seems too
young to understand about it, I'm glad to know you are
kxeeping well, We are all in the best of health & spir-
i1ts. Remember us to the folks on the hill, Hope Ivy is
mich bettsr these days, If Flo is still in the same
mind about getting those shirts made for Robert, tell
her I ¢an get them done,but will need one of Robert'
0ld ones as a pattern,  You could either send it dowmn
OT give 1t to ATthur when he sees you. heerio for now.
Leve to you all. PpPhyllis,* o
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sat.,Nov., 2, 1946, Arthur & Doreen arrived by train- f
from Marrickville last night,both being quite well,He
brought Doreen to let Mrs, Longworth refill Doreen's
tooth, To-day Bill purdy arrived by train from Nyngan
to visit Florence at the Mater hospital, He is also we-
11,% has not had an attack of asthma yet, I have given
him the shaving ssand . that I made.On Thursday last I
had an injection from sister McCann,who has returned f
after hér holidays,

We recently received the following letter from Waltér‘—

%159 Gregory Terrace,29-10-46. Dear Folks,

I have not received your last letter, but understand it
arrived here, & that Mrs, Jones sent it on to Townsgville,
I am s8ti1ll trying to track it down, & if there wag any
thing in it tegquiring an answer I'1ll cover it in my ne-
xt letter,

I went t1 Townsville on the 14th, & after gpending 5
days there,also at Charter's Tewers, I came back to Ya-
ckay for the week-end on 18th, Then came back in hops
to Bris bane, gpending a night in each of Rockhampton,
Bundaberg & Maryborough & arrived back here lagt Th-
ursday, A very pleaeant trip in a, & I was able to
look &t quite a few jobs. Hope you are all 100 per
cent fit, as I am,& that things are going along well
at home, I had a’ couple of good swims up North, &
have otherwise been bheen playing golf & tenanis down
here as usual, The car is running particularly well,

4 T am playing with the idea of driving it down for the
holidays at OChrigtmas. Speaking of holidays -- I wrote
to Johnny Rose, asking him to book us in somewhere for
a week; s0 will you please give him a ring & tell him

T want an anseer quickly ?

Sti1l there is no decision about my future job, but at
least the Returned Soldier barrier doesn't seem to be
so strong as it appeared at first. Pperhaps 1(11 get
some news between now & Christmas, In the meantime

I have put a paper frieze around the top of XKE my
room, which improves it immensely, & I have only no

to paint the walle & to get some lino to have everv*bm

\i?§ tgh' shape., How ie the poinsettia growing ¢

est,Wal, ¥
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Thur. Nov. 7, 1946, Yesterday Mum,Robert & I
¥ater hospital & found Mrs, Noble with Florenczenzstgtthe
was F}orence's last day at the hospital we all came home-
witp vaby Joy Lorraine in a taxi cab, Bill purdy returned
:étQ.Arthur % doreen to Sydney last sunday,% has now begun
frgwlgg in the Warren district,to which he was transfe;red
m e Bourke & Nyngan district, The weather yesterday

day,sc T gave h :
2ive him,g ’im the first of 2 books that I promised to 1

Sun, Nov, 17, 1946, On Friday,Nov, 8th, Fred came home
suffering from fibritis in hils back, He is still at home,
for he ig not well yet, Last Thursday I got my usual in-
Jecticn at the hospital from sister McCann, I met Mr, Batey
there; he ig salgo anaemic & Teceives injections.of liver,
Yy weight was 10 stones 7 pounds. I bought another book for
Robert,who hasg been able to write the whole alphabet & na-
me the letters, Ethel~°ocking was taken tc the later hos-
rital a few days ago with a bad heart, She has improved

s little,& is still there, Florence went to see her twice,
Yectarday Qlive Worley came to see Florence, Qlive is st-
aying & fortnight at Ivy's place on furlough, Our Charlie
Las veen sleeping at old Bob Ashby's place by the river
alnogt ever since old Bob died, Last friday Charlie brought
heme 4 black hens from there, Baby Joy Lorraine was torn
2t the Waratah Mater hospital on the 25th of Nov, which is
2lso brother EoW''s birthday, Her father,Bill purdy, came
from Nyngan to see her, bu{ stayed here only one day, -

I have nearly finighed making the second shaving-stand,
Rain yesterday, .

Sun, Nov,24 ,1946, I spent all day yesterday making a
ateel hinge for the ice-~chest, but the hinge was tao
long; so I shallmake another, Fred came home on Friday

& is now almost quite well again, On Thursday evening

Jim Cocking brought Mr, pitt here., He is from penrith

& he & his wife is gtaying at Jim'g house, Their wid¥wed

daughtar is coming to look after Ethel for a few days, ,

Ethel 1s mich better. Last Thursday I got my usual injectiony
from sister McCann, I bought a wagher & a scrubbing-brush fof
for Mum. Ben Broadhead has gone off for a fortnight's
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nholidays, Mrs. Jenson brought- Florence & nice little

coat-hanger for Joy last Thursday, Our 8&pricot tres,at
the Wegtern end of the hut ,is well loadeq&with nearly
ripe fruit.. We have received five pounds ~bthie letter
IY¥eEX from Walter; - ‘
#159 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, 13-11-~46,
At long last the missing letter which chased me to Town)-
gville has turned up again, so we are now all gquaTe in
the matter of taking our turns at writing. Firstly, my
herrty eongratulations to Flo & Bill in regards to the
new "Joy", A very nioce name t00; % she must surely »s
healthy at 7-12 on the scales, Aum 8orry to hear Ivy
18 still "not right®, & am sure she'd do well to get 2
gnod doctor on the job & do just 8s he says. Am sor¥y
o0 hear of Ethel being sick., She is 8 good scout & deze-
rvar 2 better deal, Whilst on the same thems —- how is
Fredts back 1t Evidently another ochill, was it ?
I am s8till in the pink, & apart from a trip down to Cur-
rum 8 fortnight agoe, I have done little writing =since
my return from the North., I have been playing a fair
amount of golf & tennis, & am lately doing pretty well
at goif, There ig no word yet from Johnny Rose, =9
think I will write to him again to-night. Am Teokon=
on lea¥ing here by ear on the afternoon of Friday 20th
Ds@, ,& have a leisurely drive home, If thare are any
spare petrol tickets down there I'd appreciate them.
I'm reckoning on being home for sure on Christmas Day,
& will go on to Syiney after & week or so, I think I
mentioned & lass named Esgsie Carter who went from hers
to live in Sydney about last Agril. Both she & hear peo-
ple have been very good to me here,% seeing that she is
now on her own in Sydney I thought it would be nice to
invite her up to spend a ocouple of days with us st Chr-
istmag,but realisge-that the houge will be pretty full,
with beds in shoTt supply., I'd like you to let me know
how you!1l be placed, Mum, but don't be self-sonsciois
about asking her, as she's a good sport & would null
her weight. At last I have my room pretty well fini ghed
QWlth the exception of 1ino, which is required for the
%lég?féog;tr:htgh ;:s to0 expensive. Anyhow, the plmns is
owiih n r: able & generally admired. I'm enclosing her-
- ¢ipe for a cake which is Teally very nice,&
which I hope you'll 1like, The white top is poursd on
ton of the rest of the mix before baking,
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tnewcastle® flats are owned by a woman who was born in

Weat Wallgend., Yours wal, ¢

gun, Dec, 1 1946, Last Thur. after gett;ng my: injectlon
I bought 2 SHALX 3 pmall drilis at paynter's for 5/-

Cole' & number one Funny Book for 6/~ at’ Wik’ s shop in
vsyfield,Fred returned. from Wallaleng on Fri, quite well,
He brought 2 millet brooms home, also a primary kook,

F larence has been attending to Ethel Cocking,& is with
her again this morning, Robert is about right again.
Yeaterday we received the fkllowing letter from Arthur;-

- %196 T1llawarTa Road, Marrickville Thursday 27-11-46,
Dear Folks, At last I have something to write home about,
I've struck a pretty geed run of luck lately First, the
ingpester has been & gone, to my relief & elation, for he
zesmed net only pleased, but impTressed, It so happened
that all the things on which the inspector happens to be
& crank are just those points whieh I have stressed mosat,
gecond, I am going to take on the swimming school at
Goulburn from 6th to 16th Jan next. I was Rpvointed to
take charge of the school &t Bankstown,which meant supe9
Jlaing fowr other Blokes,%, of courge, taking my owmn s3g-
wad, for which Jo®». I would have received nineteen bod» a
iav but Fred Eaglies,2 .teasher of Campsie, who taught me
how to teach swimming, asked me would 'J swa p Goulburn
for Bankstown, as he had meen appointed to the forme:
& would nrefer the latter; so I agreed to po to Goulburn,
The Goulburn job ykislds only bl'(/g a day,but the Depart-
ment will pay my fare & give me an extra 12/6 a day su-
stenange allowanee while I'm there, Now, it so hap-
peng that there's a teacher in Goulwum whe wants to
spend part of his holidays in Sydney,% wishes to swap -
houses for & week or two; 80 I -may be_able to take ph-
yllis & 1ittle Judith (Grandma will look after Doreen )
& the 3 of us can have a holiday at practiseally no cost.
Goulburn is reported to be & bonzer town, & I'm ldoking
forward to the change, Phyllis & the kida are in the
nink,% send their love, How ig the new nipper -t Does she
squeal at night ? Is young Robbo a little gentleman to
her 7 You have a lot to tell us. Let's hope you do it
soon, Arthur,®

~
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FB@"~"""-"°‘“" 'Rﬁfﬁ"ﬁ&%iﬁ‘ posted :nside

to inferm patients that the woutpatients' deparimént wou-
14 be olessd frem the 20th fnatant until the 6th of Jan.

1 teek in & bagfel sf empiy bettles fer the digpensers.
Lagt Saturday Phyllis came alene frem Marriskville,: stayed
until lagt sunday, Art & e, & MTa. W itheridge leoked sf-
ter Dereen & bady Judith,Fred ecane home last Friday &

12ft heme with Bert en Tuasday, te werk at Sawyer's Gully.
Last week Mum spent a day with Jese,Ivy, & the 3 youngsters
at Belten Poinr, Lake Masguarise,, o

We have reseived the fellewing lettrr from Wa) ter:-

"159 Gregery Terraee,3-12-46, Dear Felks,
¥e have Just survived the mest vielent hallsterm & thundersgte
I've ever geen, 1 was 8ble te go ever & leek at the test
natoh this aft®rneon, After a dikl play by Hammend
&« Yardley an appeal againat the light sucecsded, & the rain
started, I dreve heme just in time, but net befere the
8AT toek toek seme punishment frem hailstenes, Thea the
un really started, 4 mest of eur windews en the weather
side were breken & the reéox fleeded, A briek fenee in the
bagk yard eollapsed, & 2 piers of the heuse next desr,
1 haven't yot gseen Aby newsplpor reperts, but it is 1lik-
ely that sensiderable damage has been eansed,,
Yeur last letter raises many peints, but my firgt inQuiry
is regarding :sung Rebert, whem I undecgiand has had
sTenehitis, Hew is he deing new ? --lUueh better, I bepe,
I am pelaged te nets that Fred is ZTight agaia, & that
Ivy appsars te be getting bettor, Thanks fer the elethin
seupens -~ I ean ugeé them, Thanks alse, Fle, fer weur
eIfer teo ‘sleep in the garage te make way for Ieme, but
I'm sure thit {t wen't be nesessary, I must cenfess That
I'm in semething of & guandary beeause I weuldn’t " like
te have her en her ewn ever Chrigtmas Jjust in a reom &
rmissing the sempany ef her felka, If she'd be adle te
oeme I think that it might be pessidle fer her te use my
reem fer the souple of days, & I ean easily fix some-
thing up foT myself Iviv ne deubdt ysu would enjey
her esempany, You are wige, Mum, in net paying the pr-
esent exerdi tant priees fer curtains, line, ete,, because
rices must auregy f£all befere next Chrigtmas,
have at lagt been able te get sems plain brewn line fer
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ny room & it ulkac an enermsus dimprevement,.
I have had a letter frem Jebnny Rese in which he’ expreuea 'Y
gond doabt a3 te his ability te some up hore, Ne exp-
ects te knew in a wegk eor twe, But 1t seeus pessidle that
1911 be driving dewn] en - my om. " This ig¢ ne pred-
lem, of sourse, besiuss I'll have plonty ¢f time, & may
get’ a'u;é fren here on the 19th ( rhurch.y .

This crewd are tlking se hng % ‘make up their nind-
regarding appeintments that I have tentatively 5 plied

. fer a lectureshiy in Meeh, Engineering at the Sydney
Tesh, Even i1f I have any luek with it my aeseeptanee
will degpend en what this Dept, - indieates as its in-
tentiens in the meantime, X'- afraid,

I'11 have = hard jeb persuding them te Telease me from
here. , particularly as several of their ‘eld hands have

resigned ta take other Jeba,  This appears te be 2ll

the news fefinew, & I may net have time te write yeu
again 4 before. Ghriuttu' se all the best te everybne.
Chgetio. m. o *.. \ e L '»L S ST

. X’)'" -] T ¢

?g,noo'za, " 1946, Wo- noeind this from Phylne | ,

goxe days_ agos) IR ., ,
9196 xnamu—m 842-46. Dear m& M ve wore
gled to-reoeive your letter last - week T sorryﬁto.hear of s0
wany on the sick list. It 18 to bh.hiped that now the 3
warm weather - has settled iu all amc ailments will di g~
appear for good, We have had our share of ocoughs & cclds,
but they have just a8bout cleared up now,.

I am looking forward to a vislt to Goulburn in' the near
future , A¢ I mysslf bave done very 1little travelling, it
will be Quite an:experience for me, ~We have had the

: 0l <A@ Goulbuzrn, se our accomodation pr-
Cgwltm ,';éi%af" i Aved, - There ae 4 80a00Le 0 6

‘ ars az’e 4,430!!0015 in Goulburn & Bthnr wrote a letter

4

to the Hesimagter im eamch schoo_l explaining our position,
agiking him to pass it on to each member of the staff,
which resulted in the 2 offers, . Ong ‘teacher wishes to°
exchange houses for & fortaight, & tha other, wishing

to spend the vacation elsewhere, su gested we' oarotake

| Iace while he is away, 8o I nk we are very
fortunate that: things are working out Just ag they are,

.
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I would 1like to invite myself up to sea you all next wesek-
end ‘2lone ., I aay alone because I know it is just ab-
out "house full* at 551, which makes It impossible for
us a1l to oome, But I would 1like to see “you all before
Christmas , especially 1ittle Joy,whom I may not see, for u
long time otherwise, Arthur, M um é& Dad have offered

to share the responsibility 6c the 2 nips, #0 I know the{git
they' 11 be in good handg, . Judith 18 no trouble at alll
& eats Just about anything & everything ( there are no pPa-
trick & Murphy fighte between the 2 of of us now), _She
realises now who's bogg, ,
I will leave here on Saturday morning's flyer & come back
on Sun, afternoon, Don't worry as to where I*1l sleep,
I can easily ocurl up on the lounge, We have been thinking,
¥on, :that a week in syiney wouldn't do you any harm; in
fact it would do you a lot-of good, How would you like
your big son to come up. & see you the day after Boxing
Day & bring yjuu bdack with him ¢o stay here ubtil we
take our trip to “oulbura, :which will be a week from
then 7 .Dad ig:included is the invitation too, ol coursse,
tut gomehow T think he 'd prefer to browee among his be-
loved books, Think it over, & say * Yes® when I see
you later, 1I'll-save all the Zost of my news 2111l I ses
you. _Love to you all from us:al? down under *, Phyilis,
Sat.Dec. 21, 1946, Yesterday afterncon Bill purdy arrived
fi"hie Ford car from Nyngan, He brought 2 men & & wonsa

put one off at Parzenatte,s the other man-% womm at
Hamiltoa, The car 1s in very ~~¥o,o¢-f-f°on§tt_tou & sssns to be
well worth the £ 125 he paid for it, “‘The trip over took
22 bours & cost £ 3 for petrol, of which he used 132382iZ
20 galloas. Bill is quite healthy,k o0 far shows no sign
of asthma, , Keith & Daphhe.osms hone IZom the Lake yesd-
ardsy, & Joue,i¥Pk NoRIERFRIESYYETHINIT. & Noel-are fo
regurm 80-AzY,. I audghh 6 white,ladies' handkerohiefs
at Frith's shop for b shillings te~&ay, That abop has
vemsold to Owens, Fred came home on -»r-gsﬁt! Bil] gave ae
an 834 wmincing machine %o cut up Ffood for fowls, 5o

peatuer
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.26, 1946, Boxing Day., - Yesterday we had at
Tl?gix'enggr ‘cfxrizgnu dinner Mum,Florence, ‘Esmie. ggrter, 5 |
walter, Fred;Bi1l, Robert;% mypelf, Esmle ocame from 8ydnej
in response to our-invitation, Jose gave ne a book _
entitled- ®American Trailg", by J.Bs Murray, jlalt er gave
me a fountain pen shaped like'a pencil, m_n gave me a
air of black socke. Mum gave me & ‘ghirt, Fred gave me&
%@ feet of new garden hose,.’ 1 geve Jese,IVy, Baphna, &
Keith a handkerehief each,& Noel a florim, 1 gave Mum ¢ Fld
ence apair of stockings eah,&to Bill I gave.z,tio. ,
Bill beught a Ford car for £ 125 at Nyngen & came home
in it, Walt brought his oar home frenm Brisbane.He gav; _;
Mum an electric toaster, Fred gave us a bedproa%ing amp,
XY1xs2Idur Wal & Bill have taken Mum,Ivy,Bemie,Dephne,
Eeith, Noel Fobers, & baby Joy out to Toronto to-day. A’
We expect Art & Phyllis to arrive by train from Marriockvi
thig evening with their ohildreny Hot weather, &
' & Flarrie Duley, & @
fo-dayl 1 wrote & letter to Les S con our froml
cleosed & preto of Robert purdy & the view 1r9 .

dooT, : -

oz

Thur, Jen, 2, 1947. Fred went back to work at Sawyer's
Gully this morning. .Q__zt, Phyllig,Doreen & Judith left -
yesterday fe» Sydney, Waltiis a$ Bowral, & Florénce &
Bi1l are prebably still at Warrswong with Jack & Gledys.
Yesterday I wrote a letter to Mre, Hebster .Jebn Rose

lent me a book entitled "Alberta NOw* a few days ago, He
will probably go te Brisbene with Walter in bis ocaX when-
te returts frem Bob¥el,: The paper amnounces to-day that the
Britieh Goverzment hag taken ever the coal mines,for which ¢
the ewners were paid £ 168,600,000,That io the most im-
portant agtion ever Saken | the Ggversmesnt, & may be the - -
neang of bringing peace:te the miners of Baiteim, If the
r;n:t{io ’f.thm essful ;—t urli.::a' t; *tgp pa:ionmpation
8! o o - means of -wealsth-preduction in Brit

Fime & warm te-day,: "1,“.'”".‘_1‘1' T'P”"P“%“P ) %%

. fer B2l Purdy., - waiﬁiﬂhodxgmng 'houean Tl’lilt',
which Jose gave me at Christmas, . "
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Fri, Jan, 10, 1947. Yesterday I paid 11/- at Giles' ch-
eniet shop for the first quarter of this year to poctor
Henry, I got my injection-in my 1eft arm from sister
MoOann., At Woolwodth' s T bought 36 -marbles (6d.) for
Robert Purdy, & at a seedgman'g I bought & young fus-
chia plant for Mum for 1/6.,. Ew have received the foll-
owing letter from Florence:- : v

*Nyngan 5-1-47. Dear FOlks, Well, here we are back in Nyng
gan again, We arrived on Friday night after a 2 days tr-
ip from Port Kembla, Bill waen't much better down there,
80 we left on Thureday morning avout 9 & stayed in Bath-
urat the first night. There is quite a good camping
ground there & kitohens for renting,* we were lucky en-
ough to getene for the night, It wag very cold there,
& we were glad to have ghelter for the baby, 8he slept
in her pram inside & we (Robert & I ) slept on camp-str=
etchers under a tent-fly,& Bill in the car;sc we easily
got over the problem of acoomodation, The next day we
started off about 9 a,m, & arrived here at 9 p.m,, It
wag & good trip : 1f Bill had been well it would have
been perfect., but he was too bad, The oar proved to
be a beauty,not one delay,exoipt at Port Kembla,,
Before we started onthe'trﬁf Bill had the brakes fizxed,
It only took a few minutes was worth the time we spent
there. Jagk treated us very well while we were down
there,& lent us the c¢amping gear for the-trip, He took
us for a run on New Year's Day into Wollengong, then up
to Mount Keire,k then down to Dapto & Kiama We aalled
at Nellie's & Florrie's & saw-all the orows, including
Lila, who was up for the holidays & staying with Nellie,
Nellie looks very well: her hair is turning grey,but
she ig better looking & very cheerful.. Jack persuaded
her to come to Kiama with us. They said they were ple-
agsed to get Dad's letter, All the restof the crowd were
well & geemed much the same ag ever, The South Coast
looked very pretty,# Jack's car is pretty good & roomy
& very comforiable to ride 'in, ' The best neéws we have
had since we came back is that our next-door neighbours
are leaving to-morrow, so that will mean a happier time
for the purdys. Robert is the happiest of all, Those kide
~have given him a few pastings since we have been here,

Mr, Brand was here at 9 o'oclosck this morning to see if
we were &t home, % he brought Mrs., Brand over this aft-
ernoon to see the baby, The house was pretty dusty,

~
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& can imagine, when we arrived,but we have got it
3ﬁfnin vder again now, The kiddies are very well:; Joy
hs V Ty contented & happy,4 Robert is very pieaseé to h
t;:z ﬁiacg;nwittglgcbedroom with Joy alongside him go

: ¢ eI, as he gays, Bill is much be
now, & in a couple of days will be full of pep againt;er
§Op0. Did the atomiser arrive from Melbourne ?, We will
belsending the primus back on Tueesday,also the spanners
&e gnging to Jose I hope Ivy is quite o k again ow

that you are having your long-deserved rest, Eethe;
new that Christmas is over & the crowd gone, & peace ’
{gigﬁinglgiie mg;aa t:o ;111 be sending your méney back
s er,Fred,, thanks very much, 't
we would have igred.;ithout it.Y' T don’t know bow
It's baby's feed time-- the last one for the day-- &
8o I'll say cheerio, Leve from us all, Florong:; , *

P"S; Er’. ‘Bl"lnd. wakg inqy}iringabout you béth to-day.,“

(8even pound: were enclesed in a Tegistered enveloype, ),

The follewing letter was sent to our address for Walter
by 2 friend of his in Melbourne, Mum Tread it ever the
telephone to Walt,who ig in Sydney, yesterday,

*Dear Wally, Mr, F, Curring returned. from leave yester-
day afternoon, 2-1-47. , that ig the reason why I haxe
been unable to write to jou before this date,
I have spoken with the C, M, E, regarding yourself & he i
.Anformd me that he had not recommended you for the pPerth
Jeb as there was no spplication f¥em you, Theugh sppli-
catiens ars clesed, or about to close, he told me that
he would still consider your applioation if you apply
pronto, IZf you desire to do @0 I suggest that you aix-
mail yeur appliecation, You will,of course, get one eof
the grade III Jobs if yeu apvly, Yeu know' your own desires
in this regard, I'm still very strange here & will
remain 80 for some time,T will miéil thias letter this
morning to your Newcastle address, & hope that 1t reaches
you in time,Drop me 2 line sometime,Kind regards, ’
John Smith.® 51lins Strest,3-1-47.9
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Tues, Jan, 21, ~1947.We ‘have received the following

letterwpard from-Axthurég e <

et oo - U S - : :
"Sanday, Dear Folks,  WéMrrived safe & sound from
Goulburn on Friday after a plegsant‘&-(I hope) prof-
i'table stay there, You should feel sorry you didn't go
dosn with us -~ cool nights & plenty of meat, & no gas
strikxe make a big difference to one's xomfort.  When
we receive it I'11 let you have a copy of what the local
paper said about the swimming school. .By the time you
get this I'1l be up Coff's Harbour way, Seeing I have
no definite itinerary Phyll will not be able to get
in touch with me, so I'll Tring you on Wednesday night,
should occasion arige, : she can ‘then contast me through
you. Hope all are well, Arthur," a

Tuss., continued, We received a note from Esmee Carter
to-day to tell us that she will come by rail from Sydney
next Saturday., I finished reading John FRoge's book
entitled *I Was a Soviet Worker", by AndTew & Maria
Smith, yesterday, & I am inclined to bélieve that he
told the truth avout tle condition of the workers in
Russia, Lagt Thursday Gladys,John, Adell,% Alma came
from Raymond Terrace to stay with us a few days.
John returned to Sydney last Monday, tut the others are
gti1]l here. I have finished making my third shaving-aset,
which I intend to offer to #llan, Last Thureday I got

Y . Y : 3 T N
my usual injection: also had blood ’“%%ﬁur“artfﬁ‘eame

b coun ade lasgt June,
%?‘%ra}gogioguMgc::;i 1e°t%1: a%ternoon.,'ﬂe will stay
here a few days if all is well at his home. .

To~day I received the following letter from Mr, Muir:-

"HEYE CULTURE.Better eyesight without glasses,Estavlished
1929, Brisbane office; National Bank Chambers 150 Queen
gtreet, Phone B 8422, Melbourne office :Capitol House
109 Swanston Street,,C,1., Central 5703, Head Office

St. ames Bulldings,1l07 Eli,abeth St. Sydiey,N.S.W, pPhone
M, A, 3167, 21st January 1947.  Dear Mr., Cocking,

I am sorry, but I never disclose names % addresses of my

" patients to strangers, Just the same ag any doctor who takes

pride in his work, each patient's name is kept strictly
confidential, ‘Every now & then I am agked to do this by pe
peoplewho will not bother to reason with themselves the
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logic upon which eye-culture is based,but they are pre-
pared to follow ‘blindly- the recommendation of a stranger
whose case is perhapps completcly digderent from .theirs,
But there ig another-aspect, " As I have mentioned to s-
ome of these peoplpit would be posaible for me to have
2 or 3 ¥stool pigeons" 1in every district. I could ar-
range with these people when your wife contacted them ,
to be very enthusiastic about Eye-Culture, & say it is
marvellous,% then, after that, when your wife-decided
to take  up eye culture , they would Teceive a commission
for sendingvher along, 80, that is another aspect,, &
one reason why I never divulge namea & nddresses.

Another aspect, perhapt of which you have not thought,
is, to do eye culture successfully you must have a w11=
livng patient, A person must really want to do 1t,. The-
refore, urging by husband or wife is usually not very
satisfuotory. The 0ld story of ,"You o0an lead a horae
to water" spplies here, -~ the hqrse muast do the drink-
ing. In thie case, your wife must do the eye culture,
Therefore she must want to do i1t.. I ampointing this o
out to - you because , unless she does want to, she wonTi ¢
have a real interest in it, & will therefore not do- it
pTOpeIIY(& cannot possibly obtain the full benefit,,
That. would nmean a wast® of your money, & ~8he would Un=
doubtedly- say eye oulture was not good, '

The fact that I have been praotising for- nearly 20 years
, helping many long-standing sufferers, many who had b
been told by eye specialists that’ nothing could ever be
done for them, indicates there must be something in
Eye Culture. There is a trémendous‘ lot in it., but it
doesn' ¢t matter what instruction'I give, it is useless
unless it is followed faithfully & onthusiastioally.

I1f I could ses your wife—- & possibly one day she might
be tnclined. to make a’ tripxdown to see me (though I -wo-
uld suggest before doifig eo , you write to: make an app-
ointment )=- I think I could possibly explain things

to her ‘in #uch a way +that she would realise the commo-
nsense upon vhich Eye Oulture 13 baaed Youra faithfully.
C E Mul T, "
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¥on, Jan. 27, 1947.This worning Esmee Carter went to the
-Hm.xterwrtz-ér' with Fred to have a trlip with Chariie & him on
the river. Jose is hare fixing up wires for a resling-lam
for Mum to Tead with in bed, Yesterday I typed a note to
Mxr,.Campbell, editor of the "Rock® newspaper, I am send1n§
by Esmee copies of *Cain's Capers® (written in Nov. 1935
*The Liquor® (written June 14th  1928).XXXX
Last Thursday I got an injection from sister MoCann,who
to1d me that my blood count was not ’qintg as good as 1
the one before, Eamee Carter came from ydney last Fri,
night, & will return by train at 5 p.m, to-day, -
ATthur called in on bis way bask from Kempsey,last Thurs-
day & has now gone home by train, I have finished reading
the *wide World Magazine® for January, & will send it
to Bill Purdy, I have sent a set of 5 spanners to Bill
l1ast Thureday, Douglas Oocking took home a window frame
from here thig morning, o S ~

wel, Jan., 29, 1947.Esmee Carter went back -to Syiney by
train lagt Monday evening, This morning I gave Alian ¢
George the last shaving-stand that I made, I postel the
*Wide World Magaine to Bill Purdy this morning, Yester-

day Mum & I planted out about 100 zinnias, ° ,
The following letter came gome time ago from Florence;-

®Box 15 P.D., Nyngan 17-1-47. Hello Everybody ! The
The goods arrived to-day, 111 you please let us know
next letter the price of the retread . for the tyre;
also freight oh it & the other goods you sent over,

I hope by now that Ivy has the. result of the X ray, &
that everything is satisfactory, At least she wil] be
getting some treatiment, so, that is a good start, I
hope 1t isntt long before she is ok again, She has
had a long time now not feeling well, We are ali
woell; Bill is back to normal,é we are much happier
than we thought we would be on our retursd,

Hamptons going has made a wonderful difference to our
peace of mind., The people in Smith's place are easy
to get on with; Mrs, Townsend is esp®cially nice.
Mrs, Smith had a son yesterday at the Mater, Waratsh,

~ They will be overjoyed, seeing that their last one

died, The Brands have heéen to see us a Souple ¢f times
since we came back: & we had a short vieit from Mr,

Foberts (Mrs, Murphy's brother-in9law- the other ni-
ght He came over from Warren & brought a fan for Joy,

25§
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Rovert seems well, although ha ham't the good appe-tite
he had over tbera, We are going to get a tin of malted
milk to-morrow . to try to fatten him u; a bit, I anm
afraid he doesn't worry too mich abtout learning lettexs
& figures; he is too interested in playing since he came
back homo. His 2 ntﬂo hates-- xevin & Brian Maxzwell-
are going out w varrigal (“5 miles out ) at the end of
thig mon€h, hgs that Mz, Matthews gets a trausfer
soon: he-is on holidays now & may have word of a move
while he 18 away, DSomeonw® gsked Nr, Giddy for the house
the other day, * he aﬁd he had_ reﬂsed 1t to us; so the
only hold-up now is “the move] ‘Wé sbould know in a
couple of weeks 1f he ia sdon got.ng,l had 2 letter from
Mrse Young jugt when ;, arrived home, & she says she is v-
ery lonely in Walge$d; but ‘she eaﬂily makes friends,so I
suppose she will know half the town by now,
Cheasrdo, I ar zmgsm& ‘thia eff the next day, & it's
nearly mBil time, TRobert wag very pleased with the mar-
bles, Dad, He gays to .8ay Thank you very muoh, 'Love
from. ug all, EIBXHNES, Some days are pretty hot, & may be
worse next month, 8O we think the fan may be a groat help
for Jo¥..- 8he 1@ coming on . va;ry ‘well, we can see that she
ig growing & gesting pretty Tound & fat, but shere is no
notide of & visit from the olinic. car yet; so we have to
juet guess that she is gaining,or KBX at least guess
how much;: I received the list or hexr:feedings from sigter
Psnderwn from the olinic thers to-day, She finishes her
1etter . by gaying, "I hope that your daughter may be a Jjoy
in every way"; i she i3, so far, She is.a happy uttlo
kid; a great. smilzr, & is very contented,.
Tall Oharl Thanks very mach for the goent: it 1e very
nice, 1 suppose you have been having a gay time,
Mother, running around 1n the car, Bill has returne&
freom Warren to-day & brought such a lovely box of fregh
vegetables with him for 5/-, One tomdto weighed 1} 1bs,
We got the mail you- ro-ad,dress. I think I told you over
the phone that we got the atomizer, btut Bill doem't
med it now,Love from us ‘all, Florence.” - .

m also received thls htter from xmae caxter:-

m/ Bloch & Gerber,, 46 York street, gydiey, 19-1-4T:
pear: Mzs, Cooking, Thig is_ Just & note to timxk .youn
for inviting me up to

3
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sed W“ all again at next week-end



% %0 glve you an idea when to expect me,1 decided in Ta-
ther & hurry when Wal sgked me over the phone, & 1 forgot
1o even mention traine, I had hoped ‘to get a seat on
the flysr,wut it is booked out for ~both Sat, morning &
Friday night, with the regult that I will have to get a
slower train, Perhaps the best idea for me would be to
give you & ring when I arrive in Newcastle, & then you
will know how soon tc expect me, S

The night that I left Newcastle I 'had the worst attack o
of home-gickness I've hal gince I -left Brigbane,,& I su-
proee 1t was the reaction after ¢coming back to my own
lenely 1ittle place after teing with a jolly farily
crowd for g while, However, I promige it won't hgppen
next time, You must miss them all very much, especially
Flo & Robert & baby. You probably don't know what te deo
with your time, or have yu still some of them at home ?
Well, this gtaXted out to be a note, 30 I'd better not
ravbie on for ever, tut if there is anything at all that
I can get you,or bring um with me, you will let me know,
won' t you, as I'd be olly too gla& to do anything for you.
‘W4ll-you remember me to Joo & IVvy & the ohildren, & tell
‘them I'm looking forwami '-to.seeing them again; & tell kr,

Cooking tbat this time I'wm bringing my misic cege with me; sc

EFgmee, ?

Sun,. Feb.2, 1947.Last Thursday I got an injeotion in my
right are from sigter MoCann, I bought some marbles for Reo-
bert Purdy* & a mirror at-Selfridge's shop.Gn the way home
"i1l1iams' houge & got a Lodge cheque for 10/-,
Fred returned from Cessnodk on FPiiday evening with sore fe-
et,, Charlie i1s thinking of building a boat grom a plan
made by a nautical engineer,, I have begun to make another
ehaving-set,, Robert purdy has probably started to go to
school at Nyngan.Peter Tsubman has started to-attend the M-

we'll have to find a planist, Till Saturday,then, Love,

ayfield school, Rain yesterday.,.. This evening I wrote a let:

to Selina Murphy,
sun, Feb, 9, 1947. Last ‘mursday I got an injection from

gsister MoCann,She told me that the dootor wished to se2 me nex:

Thursday as he has’'a new liver extract that is stronger
than the old one, & he wantg to check-up on my condition %o
regallate my dose, I bought a 9/64 drill at Paynter's for
1/14. , & paid the gas bill, We received the following

A
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1etter frcm-Florenpq:— ‘

*Nyngan Box 15 o=2~47. - Dear ‘Mother, We were glad to get such
a nice long newsy letter from you, 1t’ gertainly was written when
you were“in a more cheerful’ mggd than 3he previous one, .
The outings with Walt must have cheered you up a bit, Mrg,
Henderson- (nee Rachel Smiles) must have been pleased to see
you: again, ; also Walt who was her favouri te, You 4 dn*t
mention -anything; “though;" about - Bessie ‘Henderson nor the =
rest of the family, . I am glad 'everyone is o k at bome,& 1
that. Ivy's trouble isg not séricus -- hope by this that she

is ull right again, - Egmes Carter ‘must have taken a fancy
to you  to Teturd 8o ‘quiokly, - You have had visitorn for a
long time, &, as you say, You will: appreciate ‘a’a Bit pof -
gquietness now that things have returned t0 normal, Where

is Fred uorking 7 - 18 he home ‘each- night, "or only at weék-e-
ndg 7 :-We are- acnding on £ :8.0=0, 8ix. of this' ie what I

owe yuu, & the £:2 for the: re—troad & the fréight - If 1t 4
is any more let us know'next-letter, - Thanks for all the
gending you have to do, Qur get-away was 80 suddon I couldl
nt colleot my wits, muchless my belongings., .
Thanks for getting the tyre fixed, Fred,Thanks ‘also , Dad,
for the spanners that you sent qver for the car; they ‘are
very acceptable, The car is running pretty well, ., We went
for a 1little run after tea to—night.. Ienjoyed ‘the outing
although there is not much to see on any of the roads out
here, You know that, from our trip out here in the roaring
908, It's been hot out here lately --plenty of dust,but
these last feow nights have veen cooler, ‘To-night shouldn't
.® too bad either, Joy stands 1t pretty well: she is a
good kid-- the happiest baby in the world, WS only look at
her & ghe laughs, prob2bly thinks we are a dOpey looking lot,
1 weighed her 1last weelp she was 12 pounds, -

On tenth of the month e clinic car calls, & I'11 go & have
a check-up on her weight & her. feeds, -

3chool did not start her e last week, - I think 1t etarts on
Tuesday, & Robert will go inless we get word ‘to-morrow .
that yr. Matthews has a move from here, 'If he has we won'{
gtart Robert until we get that house,: It will be better to
start him off from there, He seems to be better than he was.
We couldn't get hir to eat for a while, but he is better now,

His playmates went, tut cousins of Maxwells 'the same name

too) came in to thé house the next day,x he is friends with

the 4 ohildTen there, & the little girl ‘at the back spenda
.0at, of paq time here, so he is perfoctly’happ)k -

ek raey
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1sdy next door ( Mrs., Townsend ) brings her new baby bme
ggeTu:igayz'Eobert is anxious to~pee-he:, although he can't
{magine ‘1t to be as good as JOY. -WE1Y, 1t's getting late
& time for bed, Joy has had her last bottle for the dazf Itt s
nearly 11 p.m, & time to settile her down for the nighti, We
never hear her again until 6 a.m, Cheerio, Our love to all.

Florence,®

We also receivee this letter from Walter:-

*159 Gregory Tce, Brigbane 3-2-47., Dear Folks, I assume
that you have, by this time, had a ring from Johnny (FRose
) who left here yesterday, & who will have explained any de-
lay in writing as Dbeing due to 1lack of news about any pos
sible transfer,, Added to that, of course, was the greater
difficulty in writing whilst he was here, & the fact that
little of interezt has happened since my return, We had
quite a pleasant trip up deespite the fact that the top .
tank of the radiator was leaking, & the fan threw water back
over the distributor,XEXIAXEI¥AIE so causing the engine to
cut out every 20 mileg or so, This required that a dry rag
be wrapped around the distridbutor at intervalg , & that
the radiator be refilled periodiocally/; but the trouble has
gince been rectified, & ﬁge Job of putting on & new rear m
mudguard has started to-day, We arrived here on the Sunday
night after calling on Egmee's people, who were holidaying
at Coolongatta, John appearee to be quite impregsed with my
Toom. & facilities on hig arrival, I was glad to arrange a
comfortable bed for him,which he uged to the full,
In fact he dod little else tut sleep but sleep & rest du-
ring his whole fortnight's stay,, with an oécasional walk
% a couple of games of golf,. The weather was alternately

ery set or very hot & humid, but I feel that he enjoyed
himself n vertheless, Mrs, Jones & daughter have been away
in Sydney since early January, but are due to return to-morow.
In the meantime Mr, Jones is batching & doing a good job
of preparing my breskfast for me each day,.
1 SUngB Esmee came up for the long week-end as intefigpded
intended, I hope that both she & you enjoyed her atay,,al-

edt is certainly more difficult with no car available,

It Just teemed rain up here. praotically the whole time, so
I was lucky that I had not arranged to go dowmn to the coast,
where 8o many people bscame marooned by the flood waters,
How 18 everybody doing ? What of Mum's eyes & leg, also Ivytg
X ray? Everybody here ig fine & I have now xaught up on
practically all the:leeway in the office, I°'1ll let you

%09
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xnow if there is any news of parttcular interest, but this

ig all for now, Gheerio. Wul.

Thur, Feb. 13, 1947. This morning I got my usual injection
from sister MoCann, ghe said that the doctor had looked at
my r cord-oards & wished me to get & blood-~count taken every
4 monthg to watch my progress,. I must only get one injection
each fortnight in future, At SoTby's I bought 2 ounces of
rivets (6d) & 3 ounces-of /8 tingles (4d), -Mrs, “atts was
not &t the post office td Teceive contributions, so I did
rot pay her, The long drought in the nor-west of N, 8. W,
has brokxen, & now big floods are feared, Mr ¥cKell is now
the useleaa governor-general of Australia, & Jim MoCirr is
State premier in hia plaoe. st. Rerzy was. buriad thig waek,

¥rg, Terry 1ie the mother of Frank Terry, who married Daisy
Rogamond--Ivy 8 sister.

Thig evening I wrote a short letter to Miac Helen pilpel
of 22 North Street, Mount Lamley, Western Australia, agking
her to send sone paraapapilla leaves to me 1f she can obtain
them there,

I have written the followingnverses
XXXXXPHEHKEEK& yr?

A PR&PBECY.,- (Tune) SQme 'I‘ime We! 11 Understand®,

que day, it may be ages -henoe, .
«  The werld. ghall rid-itself of kiuga.
“ Then queens with pomp & pride irmensge
Shall go with other uagleln things,
Choruss-. . el -
- ¥o natien. needc a fxguzo-hogd
~ Nor dictater who never delves.; -
Enlightened men oan earn thelir bread
And do 2ll. govorniag theugglves.

Already noro than haif the earth |
Is governed on a kinglesc.plan P
For. theughtful men of genge &° worth
HEave ceased. to- dei.fy a man, - .

No more shall kings, by wri ht divine"
-Encumber . cestly, needless %ﬁxones, ;ﬂ
Nor pricelegs gems regplendent shine
On crowns of idle, useless drenes.

2%/¢
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'No palaces shall then be raised o_in H Walrits
Vhere royal parasites may lurk S H=Gu,
Extravagantly dressed & praised, _
while honest men do useful werk,

No mere,in that enlightened day,
' 8hall kings meonopeclize the job

! ( Fer most uncenscionable pay )
. 0f governing the plundered mob,

T+n little ohildren shall net sing
"%ed save our gracieus king," at school,
Ner venerate a pampered kin

¥ho may be reprebate or fool,

] Those relice of a savage past ,

' Wnich leyal sycophants adere,

Shall on earth'g rubbish-heap be cast.,
And monarchies shall be no mere,

; un, Fen, 23, 1947 Last Wed, I went to the Newcastll
fl show at Broadmeadow, but came away disappoint
as I saw little to Interest or ingtruct me, As
ugual there was & publican's booth there with
12 usual bob of fools poisoning themgelves, -
I dbd not go Yo the hoapital on Thursday, as I
have to attend only once & fortnight now, Fred
| came home from Cessnock on Friday, Jose has hd
' had = 1ot of trouble with a man named Bignell
. at the steelmwoTks, Bignell has been ingu%ting
& sbusing Jose for ahout 4 years, but when
Bignell called hinm a liar Jose tried to punch
him, but zot knooked out, as Bignell is much
younger & bigger, Kinley got an explanation of
the trouble from Jose, % promised to have an
inqulry made ,at which he promised to attend,
1t was held recently,but Kinley & other high
officials who should have been present were
abaent,so Josgs said he would leave the zgteelw-
woTks.-Finally he wag persuaied to Temain a f
fortnight to see if Bignell would keep hig pr-
omlse to be clvil in future,

92% ! J
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ctben Eyonight Withot (Ylasses

(esTasLisken is29)

BRISBANE OFFICE: NATIONAL BANK CHAMBERS

MELBOURNE OFFICE: CAPITOL HbUsq
180 QUEEN STREET. PHONE: B 8422

109 SWANSTON ST, C.\.

o
<, \d
Caq et

HEAD OFFICE:
ST JAMES BUILDINGS, 107 ELIZABETH ST,
SYDNEY, N.S.W. PHONE: MA 3167 SYDNEY,

10th Pebruary, 1

Dear Mr. Cocking,

‘You say, that if ‘I require a secretary, I would
ask for references, It might interest you to know references
do not interest me. I go by judgement - in other words,
I use my brain and think, I am sorry for your sake that
you cannot see sense orreason in my witholding names and
addresses of patients,

I have not asked you to blindly acecept my recom=-
mendation at alll - I pointed out upgn what, Eye Culture is
based., If you cannot reasonthe commonsense of it, then
it is Jjust as well for your wife not to take up Eye Culture,

Get it out of your head that I am urging your wife
to be a patient, because I do not want patients who cannot
recognise commonsense in Eye Culture through their own
reasoning, because, unless they can reason, they cannot be
taught to strengthen their eyes as the brain controls the
vision, : ‘

I am not prepared to teach people to think. I
am too busy helping those who do think, Why should I
spend hours of my time trying to make a person think, if
they do not do it themselves? At one time I did that,
but wrecked my helath in the process, The result was,
that for 12 months, I was not unable to do any work
because of the long hours I devoted each day to helping
people help themselves, !

Y

Yours faithfully,

A A

pen S8 . _j

L%
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have received thig letter from cousin Selina Murphy:=-
'Digby Street, Kadina, South Aus,)~Sunday 16-2-47,

Dear Joe, Wife, & Family, Here 1t is at last y I have
been going to write to you for ages now, but somehow i% §

~just gets put off, Well, I was very pleaged to reeeive

your very nice letter last week , & pleaswd to know that
you are still en the good old path, I was beginning to
wonder 1f you had gone en your-long rest, I wasg qQuite
thrilled to0 reeeive your photos. It is very nise of ywu
all, Well, Joe, I am ever so much better lately since
taking 20 bottles of medicine & tonics, 4 & few weeks
away to my youngeet son's for a XEWXHSBKRXXEBXX perfect
rest that I had. . But since I wrote to you I have had
a bad time, I had a had fall over two sult oages & Tt
my 1eft knee badly, I was in bed 3 weeks,& I had a2 drea-
dful knee, I had to go to Wallaroo hospital to get it
X rayed, Doctor thought I had broken a bone in the esp,

' but there was no bone broken, but ! was shooked by the fa-

11,. Then I had enlarged heart, I had not got well from
1t all when I had a bad attack of bronchitis; & doctoxr
gave me a good overhsul,  oame to the conolusion that
had got some kind of arihFitis all through my system, &1l
in the museles of my stomach & it affeoted my baok; eo he
gave me mediecine to take -- plenty of it -~s0 I am lots
better, My back is not near so painful; but ny eyes are
bad,” I've got a treat to write or read, or even do any
sewing; they are just gtreaming all the time, I have

to write in wmspells, g

Well, that is enough of my worries, I hope you are sll
well  Your son. looks well, & his wife is a dear little
thing, I think your wife has gone thin, but it is very ani-
ce, Now, Joe, I am gorry to tell you that I lost ay
dear sigter Ellen --that ig Mrs, Robert Mowbray, , he d
died on the 10th of last November after a long illnfgs;

& aunt Lizzie Vercoe has been dead i8 montha , if not more,
Hexr son Henry ,that ghe wag living with, is a very siok
man, I hear he has had to give up work, He hag 8 delicate
wife, Poor old Dicky White was buried last week, FKHe

wiag well over 30, ~ The regt of the Whites areX¥¥llall
alive, Well, Joe, it is just lovely that our boys arae .
all at home from the horrid war, but still there is a lot
to worry,for the poor lais ean't got houses to live in,
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My son LLeyd had a nice home here-~ of course® & rented hoge..
he could not get work Here & had to go to Whryalla Then hiyg
wife went up there to live with & woman friend theirs,
well, it was o k for a few months;then the lady piocked up
with a man & wanted her home to herself, & out they had to
go, Well, do you know, he ocan't get a house in Whyalls,

He is in one place & his wife & his wife ig working at a
hotel for a home, & they are boarding,. The little girl in
znother place, : -- Yet- - he has a-goodXyXKee job there, with.
over 6 pounds gex‘ week at his painting trade, & got thetr:
goods & .chattels stored -away-ina-garage,.,  This bousing
problem ig awful, There ig not a house in Kadina that you
can get, Shops & all are-turned into dwelling houses,

Ky other gon that returned ig just @s bad, He got 2 unfu-
ranighed roous, & use -of-kitchen, with a woman 17 Adelaide,
He is working at his 0ld job in a grecer' s biz,/ They are
expsoting & 1ittle one-any day- now, His other little boy
is over five, Lloyd only has one girl & she {5 over 8 a.a
lovely girl, -'I am-a -real great grandmother, Joe, .
My cldeat daughter Olive'g girl is mariied & has a son 10
days old... My youngest girl, Hazel,1ives near me now --. -
veen here for a leng.til.le now, . ,.She logt her husband thr-
ough ‘the first world war, Ny son Tom is still .a lonely man,
You know I -told you hig wife lef§ him 2 years sgo last New
Year'  Day, His oldest girl 1lives with me, - The other
girl ¥#as 16 yesterday, She works at the hotel here now, -
About this Mr, Dgvey -« I really don't know &ny thing avo-
ut him: I only know a Ben Davey, - The Hanton'g have all -
gone gomewhere; I Tedlly never hear anything of them , =
The Groses have all left here as far as .l know, h
It is a pity, Joe, that Florrie's husband .suffers so, & tat
they e2n't be near you, It 1s just. like you .say; it scems
like Florrie is an exile from home, . I am pleased to know
that ghe hag a little girl, I guess they areproud of her,
It is nice to know that your boys .are all so well in Jobs
& so far sdvanced, . My son was in Newoastle a day s ples-
sure when at camp, I asked him to try to. find: 'you out, but
he had no time to do so he gaid, - He:dls & lovely boy: you
would like him,Joe,  .Is it very hot over your way ?
It has been cruel here —- the worst Summer I have ever kn-
omn, I get flat out these days,. @ Well, Joe, my old pal
Urg, Geakr ig & very siok pergon, She hag been in hogpital

& had a big operationShe hag not been able to visit me for

over 6 months now, I dp miss hergq, s we mere like sisters,
She is at hgme &‘.""g‘e'tt_i‘_ri_“g“_‘dn' th;,'?ﬁt-_gmft‘ walk like she
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sed to, & she isin her 77th year, I am ogver 70; my br-
other Jim is T2, . Well, Joe, I think I ‘have-told you all

1 ésn for -now. - My families srs are-all well, I trust you
& yours are Ilikewige, ' I hope you osn understand my lsttez,

| as I "am a pooT ‘gpeller, .- So-mow I mst wish you all ‘the-

the vexry best.of a happy year & a healthy one too to you
you & yours, 80 chéerio,. About ths Brickmans: Harry is
dead,& Murphy, Bill 1g¢ dead,: Emma years a0, Maria Dalby
is dead too, Annie Dalby was-here- yesterday to see me,3he
w2g Mrs, Warne, but is & widow now,. Pelly Dalby is up at
Murray Bridgesomewhers, & Lottie Gileg is still in Sydney,
Mary Giles ~-that is Lottie's. gister --,Mrg, Fred Terrill,
is in Broken Hill, Uncle Steve-Giles is dead ,% Olive Giles
is dead too, I.don't know where’ young Steve Giles ig, but
young Charlie Gileg ig dead, & aunt Maria Dalby is dead 1
long years ago.' She wag my mother's gister, So cheerio,
Joe; write soon,Love to all of your family.,, From. your :
cousin Selina Murphy,®* S , ‘ '

We algo got thig letter from Florence:i-

*Nyngen, 18-2-47., Dear Mother, We received your letter on
Saturday, I suppose it would have been i the post office
eaTrly in the week , but we had guch & wet week that I cou-
ldn't go down , to collect the mail,. I.intended angwerig
it on Sunday night,but the Colbrans called (the pig-man)
with their new baby,% so the letter was postponsd, 1% ig
raining here to-night, We had a storm earlier in the night,
& it is still raining, This rain is good: it has inspirsd
™11l to start a garden, We have no idea when we ghall be
moving, but we are quite happy here now., Our neighbours
are good, & that makes & big difference ., Robert startad
8-bool on the 4th of the month: 48 very enthusisstic about
it, I only hope the enthugiasm doesn’i wear off, but I de~
n't think it will while he has the teacher he hag now,, He
started off by asking her did ghe cane the liitls boys &
girls, & she teld him,®No®, only the big children get tha
eane, ® The kiddies are all very fond of her, & judging
by Robert, they don't geem to be one bit afraid of her,,

1 am glad Peter is settling down all righi, It was a relief

to us to know that Robert was & is etill keen about it,,
Zyery day he comes home with stars the teache puts on his
n1oOTk, I think Dad's tuition must be a great help %o Robert,
He #tems to take part in most of the 1little plays they have
in the class, Yegterday he was the wolf in Red Riding Hood,
He wag in another one to-day,but I ean't think what it wag
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#pout, Anyhow, he gets a lot bf fun out of 1%, & 1t is-a_
hard Job %o keepmhim at home,, On Friday it rtined heavi«
1y a1l day, so I'‘instwted-on- htm‘ct&yrng*at home-that day, -
put the other days he went, e gays therse is wothing to
do at home; 1t"g -better- to be rat 8ohool, Now-I -have been d
doing & bit of boasting -about the son,-I have to.put in

2 word for the"dtughter’tac; -~You- wonld -love her if you
gould ses her now., I forgot to tell you-that weeks ago she

started laughing out loud-(before—she -was -3 months); She .

beate Robert as a baby-- -he was 4:monthg, She .is the best
& Bappiest baby’ in the" ‘orld;;"& unless she-alters constd-
¢#Tédbly, we have chogen the right name for her,, I haven't
taken her to the olinie yet.,-It ‘wag: here: ryegterday, but I .
wes waehin33 & 41t got away early- .this morning,so.I miasmed
1t again, Bat I think 1t will be:back &Kgain in 2 or. 3 we-
ekz, , 80 I11Ttry to see the Sister then,. In . he meantime
Joy sesme very contented; go-I-den't- think.I need to WOT Yy,
Now, Mother, back to yuur lettex,again, (. I don't think I
can skite much more @about the kide ), . I ean't help tut
fesl that you are being badly robbed, but seeing that you
eTe gc emphatic about ita.being that way I can't do much
about 1t,Anybhow, thanks very much, Mrsg, Million¥ire,
You certainly helped me out of-w.ibad situation- by putting
up with usg 80 'long.Il- suppose you are enJ ying & well-esarned
rest now, that all “Ybur~kida“‘have -gone .@gain,& everything
has ssttled down to normal, P111°& I are -well, although
a oouple ‘of times gince we cmer home Bill -has: ‘hud- & 8light
stuffiness, tut the-atomiger -soon fixed him.up, Yesterday
while he was diggrng“*he began~to puff a:bit, but came in.
& used the spray; & he.was &ll:right again & weat on with .
the Job, "~ Have you had‘inyﬂncwﬂ*frouVﬂaater"ttteiy r o
Where 1g ho ltkelytto go-te -1 - :I- geny ‘away-to=day for 3
houge frocks from Grage brothers; “Bill-says to.put that in
bleck lstters, I supposeihe thinks I ad being disloyal.te .
Karcus & "Ce,, butctheycouldn' t’—suppfly+them, & T +am:-hoping .
that this firm will, - ~Cheerig,fﬂe é<you.are.all. well.our
love—— espccially ‘Robertt: I. Ysun lermoc » -

)

Sun. Mar, 2, 1947. Last Thursduy ”lorning I a:td Mrs, Wat-
s 4/= sub, for the Pensioners' Anoxhtion... I got ay
injection at the hoagi‘ta’l Trow siwter Mc ann, & weighed g

elf, My weight was 9 stones L ound-.. I bought LIRS
Bﬁé dri1l at-at sarby'n for ‘.1.18‘3k P =
Yegterday we® received tho renowing lotter fron Arthuroa

¥196 I 1lawerra Read, Mgrrickvillo,. MYum told me that gh'd
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have the plaster, or whatever you- call it, off Dad's legf

about 2 montha after he- bumped his- shin on the bikeji,e,
gbaut now. S8ince the bumping was my fault, I ve been
retty concerned about how the-leg is; -but-I-know you fo%k
wouldn't know until the plagter was off, How isg it ?

I do hepe it has-healed by newsese -ovs+ePhyll hasn't been

too bad , considering,& is quite plessed to receive brea-

kfast in bed, -Next, I've.decided net to pursue my Uni

couree this year, becauge the time-table works eut very
awkward, I can't leave Phyll to leok after the kids, get

their tea, wash up & get the kids to bed all on her omn,

but that's what would -have to happen 11 I did the subjekis

I intended, bedduse lectures are at 6,5 6B 5 & 5 p.m. diX

during the week, nstead of ATts I'm thinking P going

for an aco untancy certificate through a cérrespondence

course from the Tech, - With very hard work I think I could
be REXNEEBEAZMEX a qualified accountant in-about 2 § ye-

&Te. I haven't abandoned the idea of the B.A,; Just post-
poned it, Titt1le Judith ig running-all-over the place now,

She is her cheerful old self again. --the happy rype of kid
you knéw when we were in-Mayfield -the -time befere last,

Her head is a mass of curls like a tangle of spun gold, Don't
think from this that -she is pretty: she's net; although '

gaasers-by often remark on "what a fine, lturdy little boy
het- i g, Lately I've had the eare of the kids on my hands

quite a lot & they've been like 2 11 ttle angels, as though t
they realise that my hands are pretty full,

The boss has asked me to ast as an undergtudy to the careers
adviger, who is due for promotion very soon. That means that
1'11 come in fer the Job shortly, & 1 don t 1ook forward tog
1t. A career adviger kéeps most of the sachoel records,,
works out & co-ordinates the time tableés,, acts as intermedi-
ary between the head master & staff, interviiewg parents,

& advises pRrentaié kidg on they ‘Ghtfiee af /occupations;. He
usully hag an office near the boes‘c, &-h‘e & lot'of hig ti-
me wasted by being at th&‘bbll'? beck~& 6all. &11- the time,
The job is a gateway td a Research Depariment, ‘poeition such
as District School Coungillor;; but-requires-a déegree & Psy-
chology 11. I've only done/?syeh T, & &ouldﬁ't/have a chance
to do Peych II- for & number- e£qye&~a 58 that it will mean
neither extra pay nor promotioh fc bUt 1% méyfdo me gome
good in the long run. .
I saw uncle Johnny on Sunday nig quwl mhsn't ‘spesking to
him long. x;hglhs dad heard that. ﬁrank “Smythe (#ho has a pr-
n

actioe %gg bringing his wife ‘d6wn here for a
. './/"k_" R ‘ )

irns)
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His wife was killed & he was critically injured & is not

!

holiday, when the car he was driving collided with a lorry,

expected to live, Lagt point, We re going to John's for E-

aster while their mob come here; so if you want a holiday
yum & Dad, come her & before Easter,come down the coagt
with-ue, &we-ll~take you~round @ little in Johnno's car,
& then you ean stay with us a day or 2 after we return,
Thitgk i,;;. over, Phyllis & -the kids send their love,
AT ur, N )

Fri, Mar, 7th, 1947, Yesterday I received a parcel of
sarsaparilla leaves from Mrg, , W, Thornton with the fo-
1lowing notei- _ . ) ,
441 1lorest,P.0, Adamstown,Newcastle,N,8.W, March 4th, 1947,
Dear Mr, Cocking, No doubt you will be thinking I have
forgotten all about my promise to send some sarsaparill«
1f possible,  Well, I have been trying ever sinoe, but
until the Tain came & it-shot out it -was hard to find.,
Well, it is not muoch, but I will try to find you some
more & send en, I deo trust it-will do you-good, & that
you have better health in the future., Yours truly Mrs. W,
Thornten," e e

This morning I wrote a short 1etter in reply %o Mrs., Thoranton,
7 have receivel a postoard view of Federarion Bridge, Mur-
willumbimby , on the back of which Daphue Cocking wrote:-

aMullumbimby, .-Sunday 2-3-47, Dear Grandma & Grandfather,
This is Jjust a card showing what a lovely 1littles town Mallum
is, also to tell you that I am having a wonderful holiday in
spite of the rain ;which-has- fallen practically all the time

I have bsen here, I hope you are both well % no% working t_oo hard

?7ove from Daphne,* -y . - - .

-

Fri, Mar, 14, 1947.Y esterday ! got in early at the post o
office & paid Mrs, Watts 4/- for the pensionsrs' association,
I hed in injection <from sister McCann, At Scott's I bought
& dressing-table set consisting of 2-doyleys & @ ¢ontre piece
for 5/6 to send to Mrs W, Thoranton at Hilicrest, Adamstown,

1 gent it to her in the afternoen-by regtstered envelope,

I also bought Mum a dark brown blind 3 feet by 6, but rhere
wag no riller attached tk it, Our Fred went by train to

Sydney early in the week to be examined as an &pplicant for
tho position 6f IHeuse- Painting, He slept at Arthur s place
& was examined next morning ., He will be notified in about =
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ggdweek's time whether he has been app©

‘ed to Cessneck on Wednesday, I have received the following
lettet from Mrs, Webster;—~- - . _

;LD inted or not, He retur-

®15 Greenfield Terrace,portreath, Cornwall, England, Jan ,18
1947.  Dear Mr. Cecking, I am thinking-I-ought to erite you
again (as) I felt that my 1last letter was a funny one, for my
nerveg were sc upset with Father so bad with his heart & sto-
mach & so depressed.., Docter told him he can't do any more
dor him , He couldn't have an operation. &s his heart is very
weak, I think I told you that he fell down last Easter &
not been well since, & so well before -~ like a 'schocl-boy
moving about, I ca&n tell you what with the worry when the
war was on & the old plames over our headg nights & days, no
rest, I used to think they would drop on us sometimes, but
they didn'$, but 2 dpopped neot many yards away & the dear
men all burnt to death, % some 1little bopys had 1t as well,
They were bu rned so bad they sgtill have marks of the burna,
I do hope you a1l had a happy Christmas & were all we)l,XXXH
EJIXIX We spent a very nice Christmas. Fred & hig wife
family , & Frank & his little family camd down, They're
all'wéli; barring out colds. ~ We have head some dreadful we-
ethdrs torfbn%a~or-rain,~&¢w&nd;'w-rvnever»remember such a
winter, Ne boats could come in or out ef our little port,

but thénk Ged we were blessed; we had ne water in, In some of
housges the roofs were blown off & chimneys came down,
Well, it was dreadful, We had our.house all gemented & the
chimneys all standed too, as, like a do say, it's better

t mn & new fur coat to mear, The mBn were glad of .the work,

I hope you have recelved the lpapers , We got yours & we thank
you Very much for them, It's so kind of you; but don't de-
prive yurselves. You send on so many, l hope Mrs, Purdy has
<%ad her 1little so n~or dam R;e: by now © that she & the baby
are well, The little boy'% obert) is 2. lovely little chap.

I am so fond of children, Fred came yegterdhy & brought his
little boy -~ 3 years in Mi?oh—-*hefemﬁiéﬁ"ih”hospital with

a broken thigh, Now he ig proud to walk agai n, dear little
chap, We have about 800 poles up ALX over here in the
champ wehere the airmen X¥ were, They'Tre very nice chaps so
far as we can see-~'no noise at night, They're very quiet,
Some have their wives in”“the village lodging, They look thin
& sad., poor thing s, My 2-girls are bothe well & happy.

I have Myra bome¢ with me now, I (was) sQ sick I had to kee'p .
her to help - me, I see by the papers  you are having a
lovely Summer, Do hope we will hove one this year,: it was
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gwful last uear,, more like Wi nter. Now I mugt cloge
thig if T want S0 Catch pogt. So as evér, your gincere
friends H, B, & E. Webster.® : :

5

We have rcceived thig letter from Walter:- o o

"159 Gregory Terrace,24-2-4/. Dear Folks, Thank you for
youTr long 1letter & the good news that you are all well,
Esmee wrote in glowing terms of you all during her week-end
up there,% said how much she enjoyed the spell & the kind
trzatment, Dad must be feeling well to be able to walk to
the top of Braye park with her } ~"That's quite a ¢linmb, G
Good on you, Dad, Johnny seemed to have enjoyee bhig speil
up here, but a letter which I have since received indicated
that his stomach troubls recurred inmediately on his Treturn
home, He needs good medical-treatment, I hope that youhave Y
hail that leg attended to by now, Mum, % that it is improv-
ing. Algo sleased to note that your new-glasses are o X,
I have been offered a lectureship at the Sylney Tech at
£ 653 pea, wbich was rather low, I hesitated to accept, -
& wrote for further particulars, but have not yet had a re-
ply. In the meantime I have learnt ihat the Melbourne Chi-
ef hag definitely recommended me a8 the senior Mechanisal
Engineer for Perth, which has rather more appeal to me,
In the first place, 1t is definitely a higher status with
moTe extensive possibilities, & 1t will GarTy a salary of
£ 688 at leaat with prospects of a rise ofnup to £ 150 in
the near future, The only apparent drawback is in its di-
stance from home, but actually it is no different from Que-
ensland, because I'1l be able to come home for a few weeks
each year Just the same ag I do now, I feel sure that perth
will be a more pleasant place than Brisbane in which to 1li-
ve, & 1t will X a1l be valuable experience at the Govern-
ment's expense., Of course this is counting the chickens
before they are hatched, but I‘m--Fairly-sure that the app-
ointment will be approved by the Public Service Board,
The car hag.now been fitted up with a new mudguard, &, =
having cleaned up the duco with a cuttiing compound & poli-
shed it, it is looking better than ever, Now I am to get t-he-
wear taken up in the front wheel suspension units & steer-
ing. We had an enjoyable week-end's fisghing a fortnight
ago down on the Bay, & Esmeel's Father also ocanme, .
Unfortunately the almost contiauous rain reduced the number -
of fi-gh about, Mrs, Jones is now back from her holiday,
& I thanked her for the jam on your behalf, I have also

%% )0



e 2277,

S T N

UGN W

P T

designed a new concrete retaining wall for them to repl-
ace a brick one which collapsed in-the storm before Chris-
tmas . ,& have been able to get a contractor to-day to do
the Job for £92, which is quite reasonable, :
Everything with me is fine % things are going along very ws
well, All the best, “Wal,®

Mon, Mar. 17th, 1947.8aint Patrick's da¥e I have written
these veérses to put-inside George- Millar's book, -*Seventh

Day Adventism Renounced, e
vhat Is Seventh -Day Adventism ?

A fallacy believed by some

Who still believe the Lord may come
“This morning or to-morrow

Earth's scoial systems to destroy;
o 111 the minds of saints witbh joy,
But sinners' hearts with esoTrOW,

A misconception of the mind

Which sightless leaders of the blind M
Made po%ular by preaching,

While visions" geen by Tllen White

Misled the populace in spite— - -

Of Christ 8 eXpiicit teaching,

I'n eighteen hundred eighty three
The "prophet" Miller-sald-he'd see .
The welcome Lord#e#t descending
From” Heaven  with a mighty train
Beceuse he said hé' d come again
%hen times foretold were ending,

He did not comes but , though deceived

The prophet and hie dupes believed ,

For hope wag not forsaken

And they expected more and more

That Christ would come in eighty;fcur
But were again mistaken.,

A part of Millerts faithful band

Had sold their hotses, goods, and land

And regted from their labours,

They walted with uplifted eyes;

Wisghed doubting friends the last good byes,

And pitied sinful neighbours.

252
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Their faithleges friends they thought to leave
Behind on Earth- to sin—-and-grieve
Amid the scenes they ocherished,
While Adventists would safely dwell -
Above in bliss no tongue could tell
When sinners-all -had perished,

--‘They never ‘entertained the thought
That prophecy must comée to nought
And be the blameless killer = ..
0f ev'ry spiritual good

When it is qilte misunderstood .
By men like White and Killer,

Their stupld and pernicious cult
produces still a baed result

By reverencing one day--

The Jewisgh Sabbath Day, indeed
And robbing men of rest they need
By desecrating Sunday.

This Adventiem is a myth

Like those conceived-by-Joseph Smith
Ann Lee, and Mary Eddy;

But they, poor souls, were not to blame,
For fancled "revelations¥ came

From brains and nervea unsteady.

Hysteria. and.nerverdiscasg-ﬁ“A“« ~ L
Made Ellen White quite hard to please
And sometimes mogt despotic

But she, like them, was gelf-deceived
And her “oelestial ¥ dreams: believed
Because ghe was neurotic

From time to time we may expect

That some fanatic modern sect ,

Led by some world-adorner,"

( As if the regt had not sufficed )
Will come to warn the world that Ohriet
Is Just around the corner.

Thi 8 of t-Tei terated tale

I 8 now becoming rather stale, -
Though - told on many stages,

3%
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That Jesus, with seraphic train,
Is just about to_oome again,

And may be told for ages !

Tues, Mar, 18, -1947: To-day I -sent a letter & .a paper to
Harry Webster, This afternoon we received this from Florence,
® Nyngan 16 -2-47.We were please to have a letter from you again
& to know that everything is all right. You just escaped a ph-
one call, Mother,, Wq had agreed to ring that night, but Bill
brought the letter home wben he came from work in the afternoon.
I am a week late, too, I am afraid, with thia letter, btut
somehow I couldn't settle down to write., ,

We have been to Dubbo since I last wrote, Just went for the day
one Saturday & di{f eome shopping, & Bill had a talk with the
Yoss about his work, He hag 2 new towns to do now, both 28
miles distant -=—— Gililambone on the Bourke line & Hermidale

on the way to Cobar;, He doeg them each in a day & leaves for
Warren on a Tuesday morning & returns on Friday afternocon,

8i0 it's nct s0 lonely as when he was doing Bourke,

We went to a birthday party last Thursday week ( ‘Mr, Munro's )
I think he wag more than 21, though, We had a real good

night, Robert's school teacher { Migs Leary ) boards a2
Munro's 1 met her again yesterday-afternoon-down at the ri-
ver , when she took Robert "paddling®, She ig a very nice
girl, & wants Robert to take the part.of Litile Tommy Tucker

in a concert on April 29th, We went to church to-night &

have made arrangements . to have the nipper cohristened X at
the Bunday school service, Joy is still a wonderful kid,,

I think how she would be spoiled if she were over there now,
Sti1ll, it is a pity you are migsing her, She regembles me

a good deal, though this afternoon I thought how much like
Art she was, Her hair ig brown, though, & her .eyes not gu-
ch a bright blue as his were, She is very fat & very br-
own; she does a lot of sunbaklhg, Her last weigh*t a fort-
nigﬁt ago was 14 1bh, 1 ounce, We hal a letter from Ivy,

vut I haven't time t0 angwer it to night, ~ Tell her we got

the snaps,thanks, I am gtill wondering why I must always

spoil a photo by getting a dopey look,~ The one of us (the
Purdys ) would have been real good except for me spoiling
it. Th e country out here is looking lovely after the rec-
ent rains; we noticed it on our trip to Dubbo recently,

The river has plenty of water in it-instead of- being drry

ag it ha een for months past. When will Wal kno
ifs Perth }’ob,-& when willphe. 8gart if he isg successguib'?ut

Is Fred s%ill at Cegsnlock ? You ha ve a pretty good time
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these days, Mother, to make up for all the msh & crowd at
home during the holidays. 1Is Ethel keeping well-?, & is
Daphne still away ? It's a great opportunity for her, but
a pity 80 much of the tripy would have to be done at nig--
ht when she couldn't see the country,

I have had a nice little-set {weollen ) -made by one of
Bi11' s customers for Joy, & to-day her daughter brought
along a dress to mateh, - The bottom fell out of their
bath tub, & Bill lent them a tub we have here ungil they
can get & new bath ~They are the fattest & biggest peo-

plenin Nyngan, % were trying to bathe in a tub about as
big as a baby s bath,

Robert wag very pleascd ‘with the marbles you sent over,

& wanis me to say thank you for them,Dad., He is asleep
at present, of course, & told me the day he got them to
say thank you for him, e is a very happy boy now that
he goes to school, & he takes a great interest in Joy
when he s at_homo. W'll, it's Joy's feed-time; it's
after 10 p.m., the last- feed for the day,. 8She sleeps all
night tilg 6 a,m, & when I go in to get her for her feed
in -the morning she™ laughs, ~ “She never wakes us Dy C-

rying for her early morning feed, 8he is pretty contented.

We don't spoll her as we did-Robert, but we get a lot of
fun with her. You ask if she has ourly hair, Mother,
Any 1little trace of-curl that- may—h&ve been - there is 4i=
sappearing, Her hair is brown, &.she doesn't chew her fi-
ngers now,~but+herwteeeanﬁomynumthinkwthathis_any improve
sment ? Pperhaps it is, though, because I don't suppose
she will continue that as. eha_grgwsmbigger -= 1% would
mean taking her shoe off; & besides 1t might look a bit
aundignified, Cheerio, Our love, Florence,"

2xuzxﬂﬂxxkﬁxz&%ﬁxzi&ﬁﬁz&x!ﬁiﬁzzhkiﬁﬁxhﬂ222’&’9

Wed, “ar, 19, - 1347+ - The  Legislative Council has passed
the Forty Hours Bill.q I have writtan the following
vergegie - wH - -

WHAT I8A ROMAN OAEHOLIO CHUROH ?

The foulest swindle, barring none :
That ever plagued the cheated Eaxth
Its infamlies are ever done
To foster ignorance and dearth,
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Its history, from ancient time

Until the present modern years,

I8 one long 1list of callous crimes

That bathed the Earth im blood-and tears.

The oconstant a&aim-of pope @ and priests
In purple and in sable Tabe

Is s8till to sit at ample feasts .

And dominate the plundered globe.

It ever works with hand and brain,
Regardless of enornout cost,.

And waits with patience to regain
The worl#ide power it has lost.

This wicked and apostat® cburch -
This sly misleader of the blind
Has left the Saviour in the lurch
And aims to rule and rob mankindy

Indulgences and charms it sells

To faithful dupes and thievish clods
Who credit eviry lie it tells

And eats its priests' unleavened gods.
No man who useg common sense

will credit tales from priestly drones
0f ancient miracles, immense,
Produced by saints! decaying bones.

Thie imposition ,called & clurch,

Opposes human freeddm still

And prosscutes its ago-long search

For strength to flout,"Thou shalt not kill,"
Its hellish Inguisition shows

That right to torture, kill, or maip

Its foes by racks and cruel blows

Is ever this imyostor's claim.

For ages it has plaguéd the Earth
With mental darkness blach as night ;
Its oruelty,, disease and dearth
Extinguisheé Learningt g feeble light,

The aspirations and the hopes
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0f peaceful geopl,e g _were destrdyed
To gratify the lust of popes
For wealth and power they enjoyed.

Through centuries of darkened years
It caused & devastating flood

Of starving orphans!' bitier tears

And murdered martyrs' precious blood.

Should nations-tolerate this wrong
And let this hungry panther creep ?
How long,0 Lord, how-leng; how long
Shall pProtestants remain le ;
P" ‘ B~_um_i as ep,? A ﬁL‘Z—Jrsff.CPWp%?@'
Thur, Mar, 20, 1947. Thie morning I received another sma
all parcel of BABEXXBAXREZXIX sarsaparilla from ¥XE Mrs,
Thornton,with the following note:; \
"Hillorest, P.O, Adamstown,,via Newcastle,N.S.W.
Dear Mr, Cocking,Was pleased to hear you received the li=-
ttle parcel safe, Thank you for your kind letter andyour
little gift in appreciation, but believe me I thought it
was very knd indeed of you to send that; but please do not
be offended when”I'tell“you‘you“mu:t“no¥‘§Pen”“your money
on me or send any more gifts, as I am very pleased to
ve able to get a little sarsagarilla.'I know 1it's not e~
nough, but will always do my best to get you what I can.
It costs me nothing & I -am -glad to be-able to do it for
you, It's so little to help any one jJust a little more I
am sending. Do trust you will be feeling better,
Yours sincerely, W. Thornton,"

A‘

We also received this letter from Walter :

1159 Oregory Terrace, Brisbane, 18-3-47, Dear Folks;

It is some 3 weeks since I wrote, & the chief news is the
fact that I have been finally recommended to the Public
Service Board for the perth job, This may possibly dis-
appoint you, & I admit that it is a long way away, but
the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages. As I h-
ave mentioned, I will still be able to come home each
year, & in that respect it will be no worse than Brisbane,
It is also most unlikely that I*'11l be over there more th-
an 2 or 3 years, as geveral of the senior men on this si-
de of the country are due to retire by then, Certainly
I ocould have no chance of getting one of those jobs wi-
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’wfthout having got the senior status beforehand, I feel,
\ too, that I am lucky to be able to be able to see the
) oountryat the Governmentts expense, & that perth will
prove quite a pleasant place in which to live. I rec- -
-~ ‘eived ‘a further letter from the Sydney Tech, on Monday,3rd
< of March, & a reply-paid wire from them on the 6th ask—
- ing for- my ‘deci'sion as-to-whether or not-I wo%ld accep
the lectureship, I souowed the wire toXXXeour "orks Director
here who-immediately phoned -Melbourne, & it was in this
way that I learnt of their final recommendatzon. I then
wired Sydney - declining . their offer, . _
I note from your letter that everyobody is o k., which |is
. always . well to know.; also _that Daphne had gone to Mull-
- umbimby, where I ho e she thoroughly en joyed hergelf,
I'm disappointed, Mum,that the doctor was such a defeatist
regarding your leg, & 1 frankly don't believe that pain
- 1s unavoidable, It sounds as though - another doctor is
called for, Robert was certail¥XXXuf#rfue to form in ask-
g sng about the stick on his first day at school, & I bet
they'1ll have plenty of fun fo0ll6windg him in his ‘exploits,
I have at last been able to get rather anice Summer =2-piece
sult of an"Irigh linen type material known as Mogashite,
This almost solves my oclothing problem, so that I'll pro-
bably drop off-some of-theclot ‘which I no longer wear,
on my way through there in a couple of months or eo,
I have algomhad the front wheel suspension units on - the car
completely overhauled & she is riding very nicely again,
I baven't quite decided whether or not to sell my car in
sydney on my way through, but I'11 leave the decision un-
. til I'm aoctually going. Last week-end I wag one of the orew
4 in a boat race down at Stradbroke Island, & we did very well
' “but were disqualified because we did better than our ha-
qdicag speed., It was an excellent outing,just the same.
I'm thinking of going down to Burleigh for Easter, but

am not yet sure of a booking. Cheerio & all the best, Fall,®

Sun. Ap. 6t , 1947. Last Thur day week I paid Mrs, Wattis
-~ & went to Newcagtle for my.injection, On the way hoar
T called at Williams' & §ot a cheque for 7/="from the Gar
deners' Lodge., It was pension day, I bought some Iceland
poppies & carnation plants for Mum, & in ghe evening we p-
1arted ther, Mum has received thls 1etter from E, Morris'@

‘ #1132 william st, Earlwood 30-3=47. My Dear old Friend,
My word I wae pleased to receive your ever -looked for 1

‘etter, & glad to see you were well; also the family.

. saran | VIS Le o [
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——"ﬁstv;mber after serving in London

“returned to Newecastle last
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Vale Mr Richard White,

An old identity of the district passed
away the other week when Mr “Dick”
\White was laid to rest at the ripe age
of 86 years. He was, no doubt, know'n
by 4 large number of readers, especi-
ally in the Mines district,
small stature and most hardy, and, as
seme one said to me the other day, he
was "tough” also. 1
with his parents, and brother Charlie,
from the Burra copper mines in 1862,
when he was two years of age. From
when he commenced work and  ic
plany long years, Jie was engaged in
the oyushing plants at the Mines, As

DNV

can remember him  quite well,  In
1913 with Mr ‘Rez White, he csta'b_-
lished a picture show in, the old Pri-
mitive éhurch hall (next to the Mines
school). . Readers will remember this
and i was, as. someone .sajd, “the
-} walker's pleasure in those days.” I
| think when you recall this, many of
vou will remember Dick. The White

a brother Charlic 91, and two sisters
Ving and Bess
Majopr Southwell
funeral services.

Tt e

officiated at the

Falm P

te, Monday, March 31, 1947, -

Dr. Collier Dies;
Served In
London’s Blitz

rr—————

. Frederick W. D. Collier, B.A,
M%r, gll;M, FR.A.C.S., well-known |,
| newCastie Surgeorl, who died mta .
iprivate hospital at Darhngnu;sd

Sydney, on Saturday, penorr;\x; ,
an operation on Wwednesday. TWwO |-
.days later Dhe entered hospital |,
m’ﬁlseeui’resident ‘of the Newcastle
branch of -the B.ALA. (Dr. Ostinga)
said Dr. Collier’s death would meas |,
4 great loss to the profession, o

Dr. Collier was 63. He had cmrrniI
on with his work yntil last week.
despite ill-health.

!
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He was of.

for

I leok back to some of those years, T.

He arrived here:

family are long livers, for Dick leaves |
| suffered permanent injury.

84 and 81 respectively: |

L| terested- in fracturés,

hespitals . throughout the war, He

left' Newcastle in August, 1939, With;

"i’the outbreak of war he placed his
services at the disposal of the London

County Council, During the war he

~was -a surgeon at ‘Whitechapel, St.

(3iles and Paddington Hospitals.

During the London blitz, hospitals
‘in which he served were hit re-
peatedly. Dr. Collier was senior sur-
geon at Paddington when he. resigned
to return to Australia,

The son of the late Rev. and Mrs.
1d. 'W. Collier, Dr. Collier- was born
in Samoa, where his father was a
Methodist missionary., His early edu-
cation was at the Hamilton and
Lambton - Public Schools, and at East
| Maitland Boys’ High School.
graduated in Arts at the Sydney

‘| Univérsity, then tompleted the medi-

cal course, He became a Fellow. of
of the Royal Australian College of
Surgeons.

.. X-ray Inquiry

Dr, Collier began practice at
Teralba, but after a brief period he
moved to Wallsend, where he.spent
18 years. He was intensely in-
As a result,
he did a great deal of X-ray work
with equipment that gave the opera-
tor almost no protection, and he

Dr. Collier began practice as_a
surgeon in Newcastle in 1027, He
was on the honorary staffs of the
| Newcastle and Mater Misericordiae
Hogpitals, and was an honorary con-

7| sulting surgeon to Wallsend Hospital,

He was Acting Government Medical
Officer for Newcastle,

Dr. Collier was a former president
of Newcastle Rotary Club. He is
survived by his widow and a daugh-
ter, Miss Mary Collier.

A’ service will be held in the chapel

‘] at the Crematorium, Beresfield, at 2

s n.m, to-morrow,

Tremendous Loss

Dr. Ostinga said Dr. Collier was
a_man of outstanding medical, sur-
gical and cultural ability. His. death
would mean a tremendous loss to the
district and the medical profession.

Originally practising in Wallsend,
Dr. Collier specialised in surgery in
Newcastle and wgs Senior Surgeon
at Newocastle General and the Mater
Mmericqrdiae Hospitals. In addition,
Dr. Ostinga said, Dr. Collier was an
cxcellent teacher, and was generally
regarded as_one of the pillars of
surgery in New South Wales.

College of Surgeons, and was also
-well known in literary circles. His
hobby was literary culture, and he

_'| was probably one of the mogt cul-

tured men in Newecastle in sclentific
zm.ctli literary subjects, Dr. Ostinga
said. -
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He was a Fellow of the, Australian,

2 3t

Stayed Through Blitzes

Dr. Ostinga added that Dr. Collier,
ir his unselfishness, staved in Lon-
don throughout the heavy blitzes. He
felt he could do more useful work
there, and declined to leave, though
he had ample opportiunity to return
to Australia and even to leave Lon-
don for some safer area in England.

Dr. A. E. Harker. of Lambton,
who was 'associated with Dr. Col-
lier in surgery at Wallsend Hospital
in 1908 or 1909, said Dr. Collier was
a clever and painstaking surgeon who
had built up a splendid reputation.

F¥T.o oA TWaFnwal
Mrs, Mgrrig!

Resdter conti-

¥ 1t is 8 pity
Flprrie's hus-
band gets so si-
‘ gk twhenehgong me--
‘ck when he comes
1to gee you, but
'st11l grand to
(think- he ig Qu-
“ite well where
‘they-live -~ th-
2t is a blg thi=-
e It wag-alse
‘nice to think
thgMbaby wag. a
Tittle girl, & I
!1ike the name,
«{Joy Lorraine
11t is very nice
"dontt you think?
<4 boy & girle-
yvthat is grand--~
"& the 1little ch-
Robert )
tratarted school,
‘gome one must
vhave tried to
scare him;that
is no fun, I am
'well, Mary, also
1Bill, but Maggie
:docs not improve
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mxich, 80 g0rry to say., 8he is a great worker & will get about
if poesible, & I really think she makes herself go, Eva

her family are well, They may be down from L ithgow for Raster,
well now, M.ry, the Royal Phow opened on Saturday in fine

wea ther; what crowds will go to see 1t. As you say, yvur boy
had enough of Japan; the name of them is enough, what a wicked’
lot they were, & what sufferings our poor chaps went through
at_their hands, We had 2 letter from Harry: he said he was
well-- that wae grand news, I think it will be hard for the
young men to settle down again, Our lad will be 20 in
June, just a boy yet. Mary & Tom QOrchard are going to
Wollongong on Monday, Tom,is not well, & the change may begocd
for him, He was 70 lagt N vember, Mary is just the same,

We are going out to the cemetery thisg morning to where "pa'
is resting, I lire to go; so does BI11l,& Maggie, He was a
good man, God gave him rest, I am go pleased you have Fred

& Charlie with you., -Does-Jose keep-well ? I often think
apout you all. Yes, Mary, I hed 2 nice time in Lithgow

& do like the old place, & I know &.1lot of the 0ld people;

you will have forgotten them by this., It is very cold in

the Winter time & hot in Summer, Earlwood is & very clean
place to live in, Bill got 8 promotion to Wynyard last

week, 1t.1s arige for him, He is a good chap, He will

take Evatg girls to the show, If Maggie is well she will

go; I hope she can make it. I was glad you gave me your
age; 2lso Mr., Cocking's, It is nice to have them,

poor old Annie Roddom that was ig very sick,}rs, Speersg'
sister ghe is in Lithgow; 2lso Bella, I was glad you had

a nice Christmas, & trust you will have many more with

your family, We are all scattereéd avout now. What happy ¢
times we had innour day { “nd now I will say cheeric to

you all from your old pal .Best of love from Maggie & Bill,
E. Morrie," ' o

Tues. Ap. 8, 1947. To-day a plumber put a new piece

of water pipe &t the back deor in E}ace of a leaky pipe
under the back door step., P have been getting thinge ready
to re-instate an electric bell-in -the hut to be rung from
the shed, To-day we received tiis letter from Flomence:~

"N yngan, 20-3-47. Dear Mother, Dad, & Everybody,

We were pleased to have your letter during the week. llotheer,
,but I wish you wouldn't worry as much as all that about
angwering letters, I would muoh rather that you have a g-
00

night's sleep than git up half the night angwer P8

o
o
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letters, It seems as though you are a . bit worried about <
Walter going -to pPerth;but;—Mum , you should be flery pr oud
to think he has been selected for such.an impor tant positi-
on., It won't be for always, &uall the experience will be
very valuable to him later on,
We have had a wet week—end ;- & found the car pretty handy
thig morning when it rained very heavily Jjust azs we had

to leave home, - This -was the day, you remember, when we were

to have the nippers christened, . They were both’ real goeod

& the gervice was Very nice, . On Tuesday night there is a
mugicale in the Town Hall, arranged by the church, , & ith
in aid of the swimming-bathe which they hope to en here
gome day over in the park, Bill is taking part; he is on
the program for 2 solos, & -singing in the male quartette &
choir,, He says to tell you that they won't be broadcasti- .

nb it ( what a pity %, Anybow, it should be & good conceert

Judgeing by the items I have heard of so far, 'I have ticket
here & I am hoping to be able to go . Joy, of courge, will
decide what sort of anouting it will be for me, . I thi=
nk sghe will be all right, though; she cries less than any
baby I know. Bill“mindedfher lagt night while Rebert & I
went to the plctures, & he said he had no trouble at al}
with her,....., Wednegday morning, - I-left of writing th=
iz on Sunday night, as ¢+ have been waiting to tell you
how the concert went-off, - It-wag real-good, We had a good
time, 2ill being one of the main “performers'",

The pheto enclosed ig oneX¥f taken some weeksg ago . I have
one, & have been waiting for this one; so i%'s lucky that
I delayed the letter, These houses. are to be gold in a
mu ntb! g time; so can you send us a large-cized tent-- about
4 by 24 might do Tell Daphne that Joy wore the get che
m&de for her, on Sunday, & lact night, & she looke lovely
in 1%, Hope you all have happy Easter time, Don't worry
it me making a fuse on your wedding anniversary, Mother,
*’17 be too far away to do much harm,. We are all well:
nope you are the same, vaé’f&dﬁ“ﬁs all, Florence,"

Fri. Ap. 11 194? Yesterday was ponsion pay day, T %4
p&id Urs, Watts 4/~ % got an injection from sister }cC
ann, At Woolworth's I bought some seeds of cabbage,l-
ettuce, % onions,; 2lso a dozen 1/4 inch nuts, At Pay-
nter's I bought 3 drills, ., I posted "What Is the Romian
Catholic Church ?" to the Rock, I bought 12 2 d 12
14 stampﬂ‘ . At Ash's T bought 4 ounceés of sghellac (: 3/ 3)
% 2 lbs, of sal ammoniac (2/6)., At a second-hand shop’

1§30
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T bought 2 two-volt lamps fot 1/6. This morning I am going
to make the sarsepirilla medicine for anaemia ag direcedd b
¥r; Wiltshire., ( See page 52 of my diary for May 9th, 1943{.

Hig Tecipe is:~ "The method of preparation is to chop the
1eaf finely into 1 3 pints of water % simmer for 15 minutes.
Allow the mixture to cool & add a spoonful of Epsom salts,

This will make blood % purify the system"

Thur, -ay 1, 1947. This morning I .went to the pathologica
1 department & had blood taken for a test..I paid one pou-
nd % ninepence for Gas, © got our Co-op., store book, OQur
dividend ,with interest, was £ 5-0-9,Last Thursday I got a-
n injection from sister MoCann,Durlng the last fortnight
I have repaired an electric bell  that Jose gave me,2 have
fixed un 2 #ires from the ghed to the hut,where the elect-
ic bell is placed, so that Mum can ring for me to go dowm
to the house for dinner or supper, I have bmught 6 new L
eclanchépbrous pots & 8 new glass jare to contain them,
Thehjars cost 2/- each, & the 1large JEXBX pets eost 5/ -
each, T i o _

he 75 vards of «f rubber & coiton cove ed wire
‘c08t18/9 at the Stere . S
tere,

Yeaterday I made a 1little box & Mum packed 2 71b., tins of
lactogen in it, also a plecture & some marbles, & I took it
to the Waratah railway station te be sent to Bill purdy
for Joy & Robert., The freight was 3/11/,. We have received

the following letters:- From Walter:i-

"159 Gregory Terrace, Dear Folks, Queensland is now cou-
ing into its _own again as regards weather. After having hot
hunmid daysfor abeut 3 months we are now enjoying really

erfect weather, . Unfortunately this did not apply to the
Easter week-e¢nd, which turned out very ooisterous & cold
& gave all the Southern surfing visitors a very cold wel-
comeé & a poor impression of Queensland beeches, I went
down to B:rleigh Heads for the week-end,but the weather
speiled things somewhat ~ There is still no further news
regarding perth, & I assume they are waiting to finalsé
the suggested appointment of a fellow-from Adelaide to
take my place h' .

, ~ ere, . :
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Esmee Carter arrived here-onfFriday night ‘ T :
R coe s e o= o 1@t on @ fortnight's

JTeave & oame‘gOlfihg'With'mﬁ“tb“CIQntarf~’esterday;."She" ;

wore néw golf shoes,& with blisters developed duTing the Fe

morning she left e & slept™ fnthecar-daring the-afternoon,. e

1 tnink she needs & good rest anyhow, so iperhaps it was just

as well,, She mentiened-having-get a watch for Daphne & neped

it would suit. Evidently it represented quite a sav ing on

new pricesy - Joe wrote-me—-about-the prospects-of -gétting .

a cheap jeepp up here. I notice that Bill's new ddisan}on

takeg -him in a 30 -mile.radius. frem Nydom from NyngR nlinn

each direction, If this means that he deesnht? do Bour k=

now it should enzble him reo spend more time &% heme,. 1 wag

zlad to note that your leg has improved, Mum, & I was wonder-

ing ‘¥ that Lantegen C weuld help at a1l , If you think it o

worth & trial I'11l Bay for it, I am feeling f:t/% hope you |

are all the same, “heerio , Wal,n""

This letter is from Mrs, Morris:-

w132 William 8%, g&riwood , 2l=4-37.. Dear Mary,¥ell, here
I am once again, % so pleased to say Bill & myself are real
- well, thank God, but serry te-tell you Maggie dees not make
much progress She is & tiger for work witeggaele, but, as you
s&y, must give some-of.-it up. Ve were glad -te hear you & all
of your care are all well, It is good te thing Flerrie's
huesband' 8 health is good where they are living, & her little
children are also well, What a lovely day it is--just per- NE
fect, We were o.t for a run yesterday. We go to the cemetary (
& do poor ild pa's grave; we like it kept nice, You will
remember how particular he was ; & then we go for & little ]
Tun: it is nice for me to get eut, Did yo1 listen in for the
Red Cross appeal fer Britain ? /It was ve y goed, don't
you think ? Tney must be in a terrible plight ever there, ;
our motherland; % princess Elizaveth is 21 to-day, She grew |
"up a nice girl,den't you think 7 #nd she was given a golden k
xey for her 2lgt virthday, Mary vyou said you were gtill
puzzled about the number-of our house. No, we d.d net shift, |
but the houses in the street were all re-numbered E&ggt ‘ Bég y
it was,, It happened_enewtimemwhean’“were“iwa‘*lt' R g ]
awkward for a wuile, Bill got everythiag £-xed up !
gﬁncy,JoseLe.dau hter being 18 on the-4th of thig month; ‘

hat is my birthday, Will's daughte X ‘
on the 4th, & I ampproud of 1t = Tre gggy?sdﬁgggtfg Mare |

i
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garet Ann tney live in orange ?rn's glrl.Edna Fowler

cedoa little girl born-en the 6th- of ApTil: T dem't know

paby's name yet, They live in Melbourne, This is Ednats third 4

daughter; the eldest one died when it was & few months eld,

me goon grow oli when the families come to have their little

ones, I have ot heard from Mary this wcek, but her son Steve
with an uncle, bought a paper bisiness in ‘Sydney.. They

say it is & good usiness to go in . . Yes, Bill is Quite

settled in his new positien, This-one is at Wynyard. He was

away at church last night to the tea for men, It seems to

keep men at thne-churc, Bill is & geoed-living chap.

Welg now, my dear, I think I will clese, Best le¥e from

Maggie & ‘B11l to yeu all,s best of .all fro- your eld pal

E . U‘YOI‘I‘], 8, "

This one is from Flerence:- » ‘
" Nyngan, .3-4-47. Dear Felks, Yeu will wender why I am
writing in pencil,out I can't find my pén anywhere & Bill
hag his week away at Warren,; ge I theught that rather than dela
the letter-writing any lenger I had better write in pencil.
I am pleased that D& phne geot & job at 8cett's, I hope she
likes it : even if she dee€sn't it may lead the way to bet-
ter things, What do you think of this ?)) It reminds me
of Jack calling out to Dad at the lake . Rebert shouting
from ever &t Anelzark's cerner this afternoon 1= "Mum,what
de you think of cruel Mackie ? ‘He killed & peor little
Catholic frog this afternocon." When I teld him that froegs
were net Cathelies he said "What-are-they then, Publics 7",
So you see what a queer kid he is. I am glad yea 1like his
hote, ~Jey has twe teeth, I den't Tremember telling you,
? think it was just after I -had written your lagt letter,
but it may have been before, She has been very goed; & I
hope she cuts all her teeth with as 1little treuble. You
need net worry &pout me being jealeous eof 1little Robert
Noble, Mether: I wen't be, I like te hear abeut his pro-
gress tee, Dbecause I can tell if Joy is coming en as well,
as she mlght be. I, or I should say we are too ha ppy te ©
kappy to have her t@ worry abeut being Jjealeous ef anyene
else, She hasn't cerls,& she isn't beautiful,, but she
18 the happiest baby in ‘the world, & the XEEXX least tr-
ouble, T sheuld imagine. Anyhiew I dof't want to change her
for a 1ittle curly-headed boy. Idon't think even zt first
she was as good locking @8 Mrs: Noble(s baby, but she'll do.
The nights are oretty ni py oqt hcre new. I am wust letting
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the fire die out waiting for-.10 p.m. ‘to give Joy her 1last
feed, The days-are lovely & warm mostly, & -we have had some
we lcome. r@&in in:the -last couple of days, -How is every one
at home-? Yo didn*t. say. I rope-they are all well . Where
is Etnel ®n holidaye ?, er perhaps she is at heme again n-

ow. Is.she. keeping well. — I was onl v'doking about the
tent, Mother, I am afraid I would 1like something & bit more
sécure when Bill is away, - A -man was here-to measure the

allotments last week, & he gdys it will be twe months be-
fore thgmaglg,m&vjhgnﬁxga_aunengwxllMnotmb&~ab1ewt@-cven
give notioe before 6 menths .This is a new law Jjust passed
So we should have tong of tine for anegher place .perhapsg
Mr, Matthews may have his transfer by then & we ean move -
in there, In the meantime we are not werrying. I den!t
guppese they will put us in the street, I am enclesing a
little cutting eut ef the loeal rag, We tried it, but it
is net the same answer., I thought yeu may be interested,
Cheerie & love, Flerence,*

This one is from Art:

#196 Illawarra Read Marrickville,25th April. 1947.

near Folks, We have beemmwobdering for & long time whether
Fred got that Tech, Cellege Job.  We-hope -he did,but Itve
got a feeling that he wasn't very anxious to get it, 2
anyhow, Last Bunday afternoon I took the little nip
out to Carpenter's place, Pearl seems pretty well again
& everyoné else there is o k. You know, of course, that
went down to Johnson's place We had a voneer time,& I
think the break did phyll a lot of good, Tpart from do-
ing & spot of coaching of our assistant head master & a
bank blake ihf Weonomics,of course, I8m now trying to
coach a Dago kid of 17 in elementary school subjects.

As you might have guessed, the kid is a bit heavy in the
head--~ he 1left school at 15 in 5th ¢lass-- but he shows -
promise of being & trier; & his father seems a thoroug-
hly nice & very intelligent ~sort of bloke,. We,that is
Phyll, ,the kids & I,hope to be going home for the holi-
‘days to stay with-you for -about & week,i.e, from to-
day fortnight until the following week-end,. If there's
anything you can't -buy-in Newcastle let us know, & we
may be able to get it here & take it up with us when we
come, The kids reckon. they love .you both like anything:
that Phyll & I do goes without saying. I've been career
adviger .for.a month or so,. See you in a fortnight,
Arthur, " ‘
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Fri.May 9, 1947. past Wed. night I tripped over 2-bags-
of fowlts feed at the -back-:door & injured my right knee
g0 badly-that-I can-hardly walk, I-could.not go to New-
castle for my injection yésterday, We have received the
following letter from-Mr; Witheridgei----- ~--- -~

"15 Charles Street, Marrickville, Tuesday May 6th,

pear Mrs, Cocking, Phyllis gave me to understand that
you find it rather dafficult to obtadin soap up there,
go I have gathered together some for you.S8o I have 1o~
d ay (Tuesday) sent you on a packet of same.I have EEXit
sent it from watown station as- I happened to be up th-
ere to-day, & © gent it to Waratah station; so perhaps
you will get it -by Thursday. As_you-know,. someone will .
have to pick it up. You will soon be getting your fami-
ily up now. Give our love to all, Fro p, Witheridge.,*

Arthur, Phyllig,Doreen & Judith arrived from Marrickvilie
at about 20 to 1 p,m, to-day,

Sun,May 11, 1947. This is the79th anniversary of my
pirthday, as I was born at Kadina,S.Aus, on May 1l }867.
Wwalter sent a telegram from Brisbane ) "Congratulations

on eighty;hope you reach a century. Telegraphed £ 5 to
Vayfield, " ATt collected the money yesterday.‘Art gave
mel a new shirt. Jim & Ethel 518X gave mé a birthday cake,
last night. Son Jack gave me a néw shirt, & Fred gave e &
packet of razor blades. My injured leg is getting better
slowly. This is a veautiful day,

sun, May 18, 1947.We received this letter from Flor ncei- -

"Nyngan 1-5-47. Dwar Mother % Dad,Thank you both very much f-
or gending over the lactogen., I knew it was a nuisauce, but
we fiidn'tknow what to do about i%t, & 'suppli€s are out % have
been for some days in Nyngan, m , Bill wag able to get 2 sma-
11 tins at'GfrglambOne”to;day; & they were the last in the
store there, nyhow, with 2 large & 2 small tins we shouldl
go a few weeks before we need any more, but we will ce rtainly
see how things are before we have finished our supply., Joy
is coming on so well on this food that I would hate to have
to alter it, This isn't a letter -~ Just & note, Hust XX

' Bgdth&nks;~ﬁ Robert wants me to say thank you to Granma <

for nis marbledollies, & picture. He just put the picture
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. 3D ."f ..
up in his room straight away. We are all well, I can't be .

bothered writing a long letter, I have Just finished irouing
% itts after 11 p.m, & nearly bed-time,,So cheerio, I'11
write later. Love from us all., Florence," '

Tnis letter is from Walter:-

159 Gregors Terrace 2-5-47, ~Dear Folke, "I was pleased to
get Yum's cheery letter & to know that you are all well. Sin-
ce last writing Esmee-has spent-her fortnight'-s-holiday -here
%2 appeared to thoroughly enjoy a good time with her folks,.
Her birthday. .was-on -Saturday last,-& I-drove her & her family
for a very enjoyable picnicup at Wooloolaba on the North Co-
apt, She left on her return to sydney on. Sunday.morning, &

was undecided as to Just how long she would continue to
live in Sydney. On . Tuesday I went up to Rockhampton for a
final inspection on a sawdust extraction plant, but Rocky
never has interested me much, & I stayed no longer than ne-
cesgsary, T have at last boen officially informed of my
nomination for the Perth job,but confirmation awaits produc-
tion of my birth cértifidate % another medical exam, In
view of this I would be obliged 1f you would again send my
birth certificate up by regkstered post at your earliest
convenience, Even after these formalities it seems there wil
ve some week's delay pending the approval by the Gov, Gen,;
7180 tabling on the table of the Federal House for 14 days,
followed by, & period—of 30--days during which objection may
be lodged. “11 my inquiries regardin perth indicate it to be
the best of-all-the Austy-—-capliale;- with-a very co-operative
nffice staff se I am somewhat anxicus to shake the RQuesngle
digt <rom my feet, notwithstanding wmy TIeal regret at
prospect of leaving so many good friends here, It was

v interegting to know that Daphne had started work, % I L=
she doeg well & enjoys the Job, Esgmee got the money all
ht & intended to answer Daphne'g letter -when she returned
Svdney, I am in the pink as Jusual, & am driving to
daverg for a few days next week, Youre Wal,®
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The following typed letter is from Sydney in reply to one fr-
om Fred inquiring as to the mosgt suitdble shrubs to plant in
our garden,
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maker there ) was nere for dinner with use a couple of
Sundays ago,” We haven' t any more word about thege houges
being sold yet,We were interested in buying the fibre one
next door, but when we worked it out the interest wags so
much & we would be anchored here so long that we will go on
-paying-rent-until-building i& cheaper, Cheerio: it ig time fo
for Joy's last feed for the day, so I'1ll finish up.
jLove from us all, Florence,#— "~ T 7
Fri. May 23, 1947. Yesterday I paid Mre,Watts 4/-,which
finighed our payment of contributiens for this year, At
the hogpital I-wot an-injection from Sister McCann, She
told me tha my blood-count shows that over four million
red corpuscles. -The normal number is 4,500,000.. I promi-
ged to give her Byron's poems. At Woolworth's I bought 4
10 inch hacksaw blades for 1/2, & at paynter's I bought
a ifth drill for 1/2, We received this letter from wal;-

4159 Gregory Terrace, Brigbane, 13-5-47. Dear Folks,
Thanks very much for gending my birth certificete go pro-
mptly. Both it & my medical certificate have now been
handed in, so all the red-tape machinery can new be star-
ted. I apnreciate your gentiments about ug being away
from home, Mum, but all families seem to spread out when
they grow up, & Y'm sure we'd all stagnate if we didn't,
Actually you could feel a little pride in having your
early efforts rewarded by having one ef the gix genior
Jobs falling on one of the family; & I'm confident that
you'll see me for my leave each year as usual until I am
later returned to the Eastern area, It's good experie-
nce, too, & I muet confess that I'm rather looking forward
to the "pastures new" My lack of originality ies regard
toDad's birthday will, I hope, be forgiven; but I felt t-
hat he choose something te his own liking, whereas I had
ne idea as to his requirements. My only hope isg that
had an enjoyable day & ig as young as ever to enjoy the
future, I am afraid that my-earlier prospsct of join-
ingvyou you both for the celebrati.n of your Golden
Wedding cannet be realised, but you-can rest asgsured that
my very best wighes will be with you, as also will be my
continued gratitude for all the hard work dene fer me in
the pagt. I thank you both, & will s8y the same on the

occasion of y our Diamond Wedding: rrankly I'z in a qu=-
andary as to an appTropriate gift for your anniversary,
have not given up hope of a last minute inspiration as to
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> thi whioh-could really be apprecizred, My real wi-
zgmiggigghave been to have negotiated your transfer,to
arother home in a more atiractive & convenient locality on
a "walk in walk out" basis, but it is impossible to doany
thing from this distance, so I'11l have to leave that as
a plan for the future, Since my lagt letter I have t-
taken some men by ocar tc Bundaberg & left them there to

sglvage varicus equipment from the local aerodrome, I

turned to Brigbane on Thursday last, * was a&ble to win
;e;?ttf§~friend1y?golf B¥I% tournament betwwen six of my
friends over the week-end, whic h win seemed very pop-
ular in view of my departure soon, ~ Next week-epd we aTe
going down to the -Bay again fer a fishing trip, # I have
bought myself a new gut line to-day in readiness, I have
not heard from Esmee since her return, but assume that sh ¢
hase settled in again-o,k., & that perhaps she ig waiting |
for me to write first. It wag very nice to know that you
were all well; % I am in the pink as usual Cheerio, Five

pounds enclosed per phone, Wal,"®

Thig letter ig from- Mrs; Webgter;-

"15 Greenfield Terrace, Portreath nr Redru th, Cornwall,
April 2nd,wl947,HﬁDear“MI.nGeckingr Jugt sending yo on a
few lineg in angwer to your welcome letter, Sorry net to
have wri tten before as I intended to do. We thank you for
the paperg, & I have been promised some views of aur vil-
lage & gurroundings; when I get them I will send them en,.
but the weather has been againgt us, ~Snow first, & then
{rost spoilt all our bits of green stuff in the garden,
We had a lovely lot of broccoii spoilt; then rain nearly
washed us out-- couldn't get but very little to eat,
Coal ran short; no fi¥e, 'Well, never such a thing in
England before. Black stene, 18/- for 4 owt. & it has to
last a month. If 1t was Coal irigtead of ‘more than half
store 1t might last with care.. I have to spend 4/- a we-
ek to help to burn it.  We-are well cared fer here in
England, our food is awful; a half pound of corned beef,
fivepenace wor th-ef -Iiveror sausages to last fromw"edne g~
day until Saturday, No frech me&t, only Saturday,then
only a small bit-teflast~¢illwWedneeday; 80 we are all
feeling worn out. I have been VETIy sick since I last wr-
ete to you, Nothing to -help-us-en, & every bit we get is
80 dear, We have mere pension., Father hag 26/-"2 me 16/~
per week, ehat'-_ane~g0md_$hingp-wwe find it -handy,-
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Copy of a telegram sent by Jim & Ethel Cockirg to me for my birtiday? .

"Léving grcetiﬂgs & best wisghes for your birtkday. Jim and Ethel, "
o .
Thig letter is from Florence;-

RN yngan 13-5-47.Dear Folks, I suppose it's Just about time I answered
you? last letter,although there isn'?t much to write about. The local
ghow is on Jjust now & we are going to-morrow, Robert has been wantin
% to go to-day, & he's been pretty persistent with his pleading, so
hope he enjoys 1t to-morrow, . The weather here ig beautiful, very
warm days, We are still wearing® Summer-clotheés: & a cardigan someti-
mes in the evenings. pnWenake/aId weld, & the-little fat daughter ig
a picture of health ; shq_»égrgpfygfésy cheekg & usually a big grin.
r fean_her, at least I though I had,
but she still takes a full‘BBfer“ofwmlacfﬁéen:& groats thrown in for
dessert, go, instead of cu ting out the lactogen, .at a y of her feeds
she has that extra, It s going to be pretty gradual process, this
weaning business,but I am not worrying much, because she is pretty
young yet, The only thing I am a bit worried about is that she may
grow too fat; but I can't starve her to make her stream lined. She
is heppy & healthy, so I haven't much to complain about, Rebert is
having 2 good time now that it ie school ho??days. Football igs hisa
la test cra ze ,He is playing before breakfast, & comes in pretty
hungry for meals.. He has a good appetite now, He seemed toc get a bit
thin in the Summer.  time,but he is growing taller,& I am hoping the
improvement in agpctite will fatten him a bit; I think it has alre=
aly, but he could .still be improved with-a bit more.weight, It seems
as though Iam ne er satisfied-- one too fat & the other tco thin--
but I think they will be all right later on, Robert is a much bvetter

boy than he used to be; perhaps the discipline at school has helped

a lot, We are expecting the man who took Bili's Job at Bourke here

on Sunday,algo hie wife (Mr, & Mrs, Egan ), We received a wedding in-

¥%t%tign fro? the daughter of one of Bill's old customers down the-
O-d&y, but we won(t be able tc go down, Fred Hodgegon( the boot-
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To Mr., F.G. Cocking.

: May 6/47
Dear Sir.-

I am disinelined to recommend lists of shrubs for the
reason that I do not know what people like and therefore what they
- want, The average nurseryman's catalogue, which is usually descrip-
. tive of most shrubs, is a-much better medium than anything else,

From subh a catalogue you could select evergreen or
deciduous shrubs to suit vour pocket and your tastes--as well as
the position--and then again-~many specles and varieties are unob-
tainable to-day., I find it most unsatisfactory to suggest per
letter long lists of shrubs--many of which, the reader will find
subsequently, are out of stock,

Practically any sort of shrubs except those suilted to the
mountains will do well in your district and Isuggest that you go
to your nearest nurseryman and ask him what he has on hand--ihe

price and whether they are established or only baby shrubs., You
- can save yourself so much disappointment and expense, slso long
years of waiting, by doing this--and getting big shrubs or trees
already grown, Magnolias, gardenias, camellias, cassias, lessiandras,
wattles, mrgigymhermnm acalyphas, roses, hibiscus, most na+1ve shrubs
will all do well in the vositions 1nd1cated 1n your map.

Yours for a better garden,

X0
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er ie still very sick-- .his heart is very weak. Doctor
»1d me not to be surprised at anything happening to him,

have just buried my sister,pooXr thing,quite sudden, & a
sousin: it quite upset me. I was glad to hear you were a
11l fairly well at the time of writing -—- uope.you.areall
the same, Our boys & girls are fairly well at present,
[ wap glad to XKEXX see your daughter hes had_her little b
baby. Our Frank's wife is expecting ene in June, Joyce ie
nearly seven yearsg; & the 1little one who died would be 3
years 0ld if he had lived., Such a fineXXdylovely bey, tut
sorry to say, she is net very fond of babies, Not like
me;I used to love my babies béfore they were born,
I am sorry to say Father is very poerly still; I have to
de everything fer him now, & net too good myself, It makes
it very hard, His heart & stomach are bad . I took him in
to the hespital for X ray, but-he was so weak, They pre.-
pared him foer it & we were to ge in on the. tuesday, but he
was s0 bad that we never-went.—Dector-said never mind; the
heart is too weak for the operation; so it's Jjust a matter
of time now, He sends his kindesgt-regards to -you & your
wife & family,% many thanks for the papers, which he reads
when able & enjoys. Now I muet hurry for.poet. With kind-
est regards to you & your wife & family. I passed my 73xd

birthday on Friday, Ag ever,your gincere friends H.B & E.

ebgter, "

nur. May 29, 1947 .De%h- THOPEDRG XX BRI HESI X WATEEL To~day
we received the following letter from Bill & Flerence:-

"iyngan 27-5-47. Yeur ~vohe, @0 Yeur-letter &= the parcel

of cake arrived on Friday,or peThaps it might have arrived
early in the week,but I didn't go dowm for.the mail, Thanks
for the cake: Robert claimed it ,but allowed us a little
taste of it, It was good of Ethel to make it for Dad; he 4
did pretty well on hig birthday, I am glad you got the narc-
el in good orier on the 22nd. Don't put the sheets away in
your glory-box, Mum,we want you to use them now, They may
gave you from having @ few sleepless nights with your bvad leg;
% we thought Dad would appreciate the extra warmth these co-
1d nights too. The photo will givé you some idea what Toy
looked like , but vou can't tell from a photo what a happy n-
ipper she is. In the proof where she was lauBhing her eyes
looked so small, so we had to choose a more serious expression.
I hop e you are feeling more cheerful % In better health than
wheén you lasgt wrote. "hy'do you have to do such a lot of w—
ashingwhen you are not well ? Surely there is no neei tn
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wash when you have one of .your bad days. I know how sick
youn get, & 1 certainly wouldn't worry about work on thoge das
if 7 were you. - Oh, getting back to the photo: the frame
was an old one we had here, The picture would hdve been nicer
in a gilt frame, ) think, obut we only had a few minutes cetw-
een the +time we got the photo & the time of the traints de-
parture, .so.we used that one, I am gorry it was such a
makeshift, but perhaps yo:. have one over there that is more
sui table. Did Jack & Glad stay at home with you for part
of their holidays, or did tliey just call in ? '

Dear Mum % Day. Now me. You know Bill, that son-in- law who
has your daughter in the-bush. Well, thanks for the £ 1; I'l
1 vuy something with it, I asked Flo to write thie, seeing
that I am the one who Treceived the present I nad to5 do it my-
self, Cripes { I am feeling old. Only 20 more years to go

% I will be-getting the.old age pension. I hope there(s no m
means test, vecause it would be & ghame if I came into a for-
tune before then. By.the way-- did Dad get full on the3dizZ
4AKiI¥EXs850yh anniversary.of your wedding', We would like to
have been at home that day, but that was impoessible at that
fime," , ' ) "

TEEX® YBH{EIXEHYnEBHEX Bill says if you can(t understand his
writing, send it back & he will have it typed, I can hardly
understand it,, but I suppos my letters take a bit of un- .
derstanding at times., There isn't any news, We are all
well now, Robert isg Just over an attack of broanchitis, but
it was glighter than usual.. We had some good rain over
the week-end, % now Winter has-ceme, Up till now it has.
been beautiful weather, but I think the cold weather has
settled now, Cheerio———- hope you & the hilly-billies

are all in the pink,.Leve from us all, Florence," R

Tues. June 3, 1947, This -morning I have
follewing .versesi- .. - .. ..
POOR BYRON.
Lord Byron left his.scornful wife
Because of their domestic strife,

And sought sweet peace & leigure
To write at ease impasesioned rhymes
In moere congenial foreign climes,

And taste>forbidden pleasurTesf.

tyéed the
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There, flouting all. divine commands,
He herded with the swinish bands.

Of any town er citys

With leve transformed to lowest lust
He filled his foes with deep disgust,
And friends with grief & pity.

Poor Byron -was a gifted man--

A genius to write & plan—-

With ample erudition, -
But threw all woral bonds ‘aside

And drifted en Sint's turbid tide
That flews to dark Perdition,

" The seul-that sins shall-surely die',
gaid One abeve,Who cannot lie;
Yet genuine repentance S '
For wickednees may still atene—-
Not skill-- but penitence alone -
May nullify the sentence,

Hie loves & hatreds were extreme,
And love of women was his theme--_
Indeed 1t was hias passien,

Frem each cempliant girl he met
He parted with extreme regret,

In Centinental fashien.

To penalise his scernful wife
He wasted all his wedded 1life

. And wrecked his reputatien

With any weman btut his own, - - :
Till tidings of his fall had flown
And shecked each decent natien.

Defiant ef divine decrees,

Of Pleagure's glass he drained the lees,

Centemp tueus of dangers,

At lagt, of kin & heme denied
The young, defiant poet died,

And lies entombed with strangers.

Hie life sheuld aid ues te recall
That felk pre-eminent may fall
Frem thelr exalted statiene;

~And help us all to realigze

That we are net toe goed & wise,
And step self-adulatien,
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Tues., June 3, continued. Thig morning I posted the sunday S
Sun to Harry Webster, 7 A Readers' Digest to Mrs. Thernton.L
Last Sat. Fred planted out 57 cabbages. Rain most of last

week, out fine to-day.

Thur. June 12, 1947. Léét Thursday I got an injection from s
sister McCann, & my left arm is still soré. 71 pajd Fred's i

insurance, & bought 3 packets of brown onion seeds.. . Last
¥onday I telephoned to.Mr. James of 233, the owner the sawrni
11 on Maitland road, to inguire about the 2 line-posts that
we need. I also rang to Bill Stauffer' g house to engage him
to carry the poets & other timber down to us. Later 2 young
men came with Billts lorry & took me upwto the sawmill..ngn
| bOox me , i
rice of the timber was & 2-5’6;W$i°h I Pzi%cfiha Zingge;ost
Lece 64, as she had no change), Mum & I = wop
in on Tuesday, % the other one yegtérday,syront-s poems to

Pl , . sis McCann,
“0-day we received this-letter from Walter;-

"159 Gregory TceZ@B9-6-47.Dear Folks, Had it not been for my
recent 2 or 3 telegrams I would have felt very guilty about
the long delay since my last letter,but if you have pe€rhaps
feared that I have been sick, this will serve to put your
minds at rest , for I'm 100 per cent .fit as usual

Dad's long letter was very interesting as usual,&n” nwas very
pleaced to learn of young Robert's progress, & the fact that
Daphr.e is enjoying her job. Concerning the quefy on Egumee,
I am writing to her to-night, & will agk her concerning lr,

Cappbell, as you Tequested. She appears to be doing quite
well at her music, but due to an oversight on the part of her
teacher she was unfortunately left out *he list of names su~
-obmittel for _the June exams, % wmust now walt until September,
Ton''t we afraid of the bank-roll, Mum- I'm sure that sending
down a few quid won't leave me ghort; & I hope that by now
youlve been able to squander it on a few luXxuriés that you w
wouldn't oedinarily buy for yourselves, Ny expenses ,when I
go West, will be fully borne U7 the Deépartment, 'so I'm not
likely to go shoTt. I am still waiting for conformation of
the appointment to come through any day, % I'm afraid I-don't
share Dad's pessimism regarding religious barriersetc,
Tertainly I'11l be the youngest State Engineer, but I still
feel confident it will come through very shortly . Since

my last letter I'rs,” Jones % “daughter have-had a week!'s holiday

at Tambourine Mountain % have Teturned full of enthusiagn
Tegarding the purchase-of-a-flewer-farm - up -there, but I

A G
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think there is some hitch -abeut the price { £-2250 ) wh ich
is wanted for the place. I have had another trip down the 32ay
fishing; also another trip &.very enjeyable swigming - at
zurleigh Heads,& a quick trip to Xingaroy, where I have sent
four men to_dismantle a R, A.AF training chamber - w hich
is to be transferred to Amberly, To-morrow I am taking 2
men to Round Mountain camp near Beaudesert, to take out 3
generating sets which we have bought from Dispusals.
The workmen have at last started work on on the new concre:i-
te fence at the back of our yard which I mentioned some time
ago, & for which we have been waiti.g so long,
The cost is £ 92, but it will make a vast improvement, & we
expect it to ve finished this week, I watched the open go-
1f championship here lagt Saturday in perfect weather & real-
1y pveautiful surroundings, % I'm sure that the 3000 people
present must have thoroughly enjoyed the day' outing.
;heerio for the present; I hope you are all well, Yours 7al,!

Sun, June 22,, 1947. Last Thursday I get an-injection from
sister McCann, I bought a 7/64 th drill at Sorby's for 1/1.
I called at Hilliams' ,but there seemed to be no one at home,

Jose & Ivy returned from her. sister Daisy' s place near The
Zhtrance last Sunday night.Charlie is still at Geen Oak,
Bert Cocking's head was bad last-week, & he was not at work
with Fred, Bert called here this morning. I have finished
the book entitled "Fifty Mutinies, Rebellions & Revelutions'
which Bill Purdy gave me, I have written the following ver-

ses:- . IR
WHAT IS THOUGHT ?

(- 1t seems to be a conscious force
That sent #ach proton on 1ts course
jﬁﬁ To concentrate & scatter
Unseen electrons ,whence arose
The mighty atoms that compose
The substance men call matter,

3 What clever sciéhtist can find
'ﬁw - The origin of conscious mind
27 In microscopic creaturesy
7 0r how brisk animation springs
‘From tiny, elemental things
Devoid of form & features ?
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That old enigma still remains
G TO puzzle philosophic brains,
And still eludes sclution
N BEXDELRIATEREVABAVAERARIZEREX
By scientists who ponder o'er
Huge tomes of Darwinistic lore
And prate of evolution.

-

7]
_Dpid lifeless atoms seek & find
§ X The means to gain both life & mind
. By slow & eagy stages,
A Apnd then unitedly resolve
That men from-monads should gvolve
In prehistoricrages ?

such supposition is absurd,

~, TFor naught impossiblg_eccurred

T# Tn Nature's vast ABEXKLZREXZ extension.
The origin of 1life & thought,
Though long by wisest sages sought,
Seems past Man's comprehénsion,

Yet nought exists without a cause;
~ Apg Force & Matter never pause

5j * in making & destroying , °
Apparently with fixed design,
All evil things, & those benign
Which millions are enjoying,

g _ .

July 6, 1947. Last Thursday T posted ,for Mum, a parcel

to Florence, I got an injection from sister ¥cCann. I paid
thg electric light? ©11l at Nesca House. Our pensions. were
raised last Thursday from £ 3-0-6 each fortnightly“to 5 po-
un&:'ten ghilIings & sixpence each.” Th new 4o hour week

law is now in operation, & -there is trouble over the guestion
of whether the 40 hours -shall -be worked in-five days eor in
six, I have finished reading again the ovook entitled

"¥Il gsionary Hereines", by Charles F,-Hayward,

2% wb
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Thur, July 10. 1947 Yesterday we received this from Florence; -

"Nyngan 7-7-47.Dear lother & Dad, First of all T must thenk you
for the money & the birthday greetings you sent to fobert & mys
elf. T will get a cardigan for RobeTt: no coupons aTe required
for that, & I-havent{ dectded what I ghall -4y with the mo-
ney you sent for me, I often. think how lovely it woull be

to have so. many shops as you-have over there, I have tried

in Pubbo to get a cardigan & here, but they haven't my size.

We didn't give Robert.awpaztymﬂeggSMafe‘so scarce ) vut I

made a birthday cake, I intended sending a pilece over, but

it doesn't seem good enough fo that..  He was delighted to
receive the telegram from Neel on his birthday, also a veriy
nice card from Ivy, Jose, & the nippers to-day.

He will be out with it to show all his mates to-morrow.

16 was too late when Bill came home to=night, or too cold.

We only get the m2il 3 days a week now, & it only goes 3

times 8o you wi}l understand if the letters aTe a bit =zlower

in Teaching yous I missed getting a letter to you by Sat-~
urday's mail, so it has to wait_until te-moTrow. (Tuesiay),

We are hoping to move next Sarturday week (l9th5 & are lno-
king forward to th prospect of getting out of here, e

had very heavy rain last week, & the roof leaks so badly,

Th? housing shortage is still Vvery acute here & therse ig B
1most a fight,when a house is vacant , so many Z8@awantiig

to be the new tenant,. I can imagine you-would -get plen-

tv of dust from the new roads being made over there, ?u?

1f people settle up there the transport problen shou}a he
golved, Yore buses,o®T peTrhaps the tram 1li 'es extenqelz‘
although I think the buses will win; they seem to bs taking
the place of trams in most places,. I% s good to think

+hat Fred 1s such a good Help to you, TI'1l bed you look
forward to him coming home at the week-ends, Tebert NoJoy

are well. Rcbert ig lecorking better & much fatter row the

at WinteT ie here, The ccld weather agTees with hilx maeh
Lettar {han the Sunmer, He ig vory proud of o new T
2all we got for his birthday. He l1s playing wisth Lt, or n-
ursing it , all day long. The first night he wanted to take
it to bed with him, He Las a small footballd , but it only
has packing inside, but this one has a bladder & is so mwuch
vigger.,. He thinks its great to be 6, I think Jey wuct

ve cutting another tooth,for ehe has been a bit worried %
croge to-day., 3he only has 3 teeth so far, She igna good
1itile talker, * has that loud, hearty laugh like Robert head
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wher. he was a baby. Everyone says she is ;ust llge Pe? put
then ﬁhey'haven‘t seern Jack, ©She is more llgexJack t“aéﬁfg$
anvone, I think, Her hair is growing very thick, but I cani s
cer any ginger appeaTing in it, pad; I don't think yQH}Wi-
11 nave az red head in Jey., This houese & thke one on elp}e¢
side are to be sold any day now, I hope that the sal¢ 1? N
delayed until after we leave. At least the Prob&em ? -
‘nting for another houwe is e¥er, s6ELLE tpat Ar: @atglcws
obligingly got his move at thig time, 3111 hedrdfo %1)
louse to-day out at Girilambone (one of hig porte ol oa

t¥2%, including furriture, that ie tq,be gsold for &£ 3?@

mhe houge is old,-Bill says, but if theTe are no letg

‘ntsit should be worth that,. It e the fiTet time T have b
nezrd of the. furniture being sold with the house out this
way. Well, 1(11 say cheerio,It's after 1l p.m,. 11
hank you ence more, Thank IVy & Jgsc for Robert,: t? ‘
them he was delighted KEX&E to think that_they Temenbered
vim, I'11 write tc them one cf these days, But we h?Veﬁg
moving job on cur hands shortly, so we will be busy. Our
love to .you all.. De you ever see liIs. Rees now 7 Qr does
sre live in Maitland 3 Florence." -

Yorn, Julir 14, 1}9470.T0~day this letter came from Walter: -

niTattersall's hotel, Townsville,9th July 1947.
vlinders & treet,— o ~Dear-Folke, I have pur-
3i¢., Ramage Pruplietor, posely avoided writing u-
Pe0Box 241w o 431 T-had definite news. of
lgfltggngﬁgr, & to-day I have seen notice of my appointment
&8 Senior Mechanicel Engineer for Western Australia publi-
shed in the Commonwealth Gazette, Actuslly my successgor,
a 49 year old Mr, Ford, took.-over from me on the lst of
the month, & I am now in the process of shcwing him over
the Northern Jjobs, Ve are going on to Cairns te-morrow
% will probably return to Brisbane at the week-end,, I w-
111 then spend a further couple of weeks clearing up
things here, & expect to get on my way towards the end of
the month, & will,.of course, see you on my way through,
Everything with me is fine, & I was glad to know that
you are all well, The weather here is quite cold, but
both at Rockhampton & Mackay there was a decided nip in
the air first thing in the mornings, This is more in the
nature of a holiday for me, in fact I'm reckoning on
looking at the..Johnsprst.zooﬂhere,to-morrow, Cheerio,

Wal, ¥

3E4S8
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LHEX Sat. July 19, 1947. Last “ektesI-get an injrction %

from sister Mc ann, I bought a 1/8 drill,a3/16 tap 2 al/ 8 '

,tap at Sorby's for-3/9. I called at williams' &ugot a Cheque for|

6/ 4 from ¥rs, Williams.. Fred came home as usual yesterday evenii
am studying arithmetic - again,for.I .have nearly forgotten

all of it that I learned at school.

ed. July 23, 1947. Yesterday we received this from Art -

"196 Illawarra Road,,Marrickville, Saturday, - Dear Folks,

We were glad to get your letter, but sorry you were go

upset by Wal's going, Mum, % that you were prepared to con-
fess to of fences which you have never committed, I've no
recoliection of you being impatient withneither of the kids
; you have all beem the soul of ¥indness & generosity to
them. Maybe, Mum, you got a bit narked with Doreen, thought a
mighty let;-4& then thought you had gaid  something out of
place We wouldn't have been narked 1if you had shown some
sign of peevisghness with her;, but you-haven't.

What you've thought at times I can only guess; but it's a free :
world & there's no harm in-Just thinking. We often thiRk
what hounds our kids are, you know, when they're out.

They' re pretty good in their natural haunts, where we wisah
you could see them more often, but they are never at their
besgt, somehow, in Mayfield.. So,please, Mum, no more ap-
ologiee about the way you treat the nips; we know you love
them like anything & we will inflict the 1ittle brutes on
you the f.rst opportunity we get.

I'm writing to Wal this week congratulating him on his ap:
ointment, No, we didn! t cere whether he thought Marrickv-
ille mas a slum or not. All I remember was that I thougsht
the M'villeites were g mighty sight better +than the

Rose Bay ~-— Pott's Point mob, & if Wally wants a wife he' 1l
get &4 much better one round here than he would among the
gncoty dames of the "better class" suburbe.

(4 fvue example of the foregoing statenent {8 nyv own wi 5Fe)
Ingerted by Phyllis,
The logpection is on at school now, ‘mt I'm hardly even -

ntersstel, I'm on the maximum teacklnr mark fo: one of my
expeTimce ag a graduate, so that, unl@sq the ! gpec thinke
Ttm positively ueeless , I can't love, % even if he thinkse
I'm a wo*l*—bedtpr I can't gain. :

Young Dago Basil 4111 comes for coaching, % the 3 uni., bl1.
okes’ coune about sonce a fortnight now. The uni trio hal +-

i
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‘te an eggavion MThe Tffect on the Firm of a Tise in $
iﬁi’éagic §§g§." , % Muggins had to give them a lead on 1t.
mhe eublect matter 18 so all-embracing that 1t!s pr:t,y ﬁg“
T1 4o cover in a thousand woTdgg ; & I was 2 uvit pELplEK?
~e +5 whether we'd tackled 1t on the rizht lines.  Aoout
g wesk after the essay was handed in, one of Fhe plokeg
agkel me to get some information on "ingome % price elas-
ticity of demand" a concept of which I thought I knew no-
thing., I was on my way to the Publie ILibrary when I met
A bloke who graduated with first class honours last year.
The eagiest way to find out about this elasticity Sthf;
thnnk I, is 10 aSk this blOke. SO I dlio He told me)r"\:
ghowed conclisively that. I'd given my students.about d?
houT's lesson on the sublect —-- I had known quite 2 lot
avout it, but didn't know its modlern,i.e, this yearts label,
¥y informant went on to say that it came into the last
essay EconomicB2students had to write: ., I told himI'd
helped 3 TDblokes on that topie, "Oh, did you ?2 ,he askel,
What are their names ?., I told him. "You see", he wenton,
"I'm the bloke who's marking them,"
Well, here was information straight from the shoulder, I
askeld hi what he'd do to the topic if he were writing it.
When he finished KIBXIYTHEXSIXATFUHEHY I knew that his
line of argument was almost identical with mine, so, aski-ng
him not to be a louse when it was time to hand the marks
on, I went on my way rejoicing in the belief that for
once the local boy had made good. ("orry I had to spend so
much space skiting ). ) '
Here's another bit, thouzgh., Vince Murray, who is now head-
magter of Cappsie>t’MI. Bryce having died suddenly) heard
my name mentioned the other day., "Arthur Cocking, " he mussed,
" taught him at Mayfield East' "An exceptionally smart kid,
he was,"pretty gecod,eh 7, The only catch is that I -think he
must be thinklag of Wally,- because I've only-a very vague
recollection of ever having been taught by a.yone named
Murray, A pity ! =mut.it's still in the family, -anyhow,
phyll & the kids have most marvellously improved in health,
Judy looks very little more like & girl than when you saw
her last, but she continues to be mighty cute & cuddlesome,
Doreen's growing in height, & Phyll's growing in. favour
with kids & man, HERE'S NEWS, WAIT FORIT. Ko, the
nipper isn't born yet, This is just to get you keyed up

THE PHORE "ILL BE ON BY UWEXT WEEK) END. The bldkes

LESTC
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have put in the necessary wires , # all we wait for is the
acti1al phone-to- be-connected,, alr the other preliminaries
beinz complete. With a bit of luck,we'll give you a ring
after 9 next Saturday or Sunday might , & we'll be able to
keep in more intimate contact regularly from now on.
t“rs, Witheridge is sorry-at-having to postpone her visit to
Mayfield,but thinks it will be better if she comes to sce
you the last week in Auguet. It-will then be the schoonl
holidays, & I will be at home with Phyll to help her out w
with the kids & messages. . Mrs. Witheridge-is a great help
with both problems at present, & I will be able to relieve
her of the responsibility during the next holidays. I will,
however, slip home & see y.ou all some week-end in the very
near future., ny further news may reasonably left until that
auspicious oBcasion when we ring you up-- peThaps next we-
ek end, The game as ever, Little Artie.," _

This telegram came this morning:-
. "Leaving Saturday arriving home about Monday.,. WAL,"

Bun, Aug. 3, 1947. Walter arrived from Brisbane,by chlp/
last Sunday, with young Mr, Scerber.,, who went on to Sy-
dney by train . Wal stayed at home until last Wednesday
~ then left, by himself, in his car for Sydney. He called
on Art & phvllis at Marrickville, He went on to Melbourne
probably by car, & has to be at perth by next Sunday,

Art has Just had a telephone put in to the house he li-
ves in at Marrickville, & called us on it last night,

Fred came home us usual last Friday nignt, & yesterday he
hegped Jose to paint Jose's house in Carrandotta street,
The weather was lovely yesterday, Last Thursday I
got my usual injectbon at the hospital from-Sister McCann,

“om, Aug. 4th 1947. The following letter came some time
ago,undated, from Gladys:-

i1si- Avenue, Warrawong, S unday 25th, ..Dfar Mum,, We
are pleased to hear that yyou are all well., We are all we-
11 & T am much better. My word, Keith d4id have a lucky
escape,didn't he ?, It's a good eb it was the bike & not
himeelf, We read about it in the paper. I would'nt worry
about Fred not writing: no news is good news, they say; an-
yhow, 1€ mightn't be fond of;writ:ngéletters; he's not the
only one e ther, We!'re pleased to ar that Fle & Robert



256. _ .
are well. Dell came first in the -eisteddfod for French vé%
rse speaking under-14.-8he-get-a nice medal. - There were'll
ohiliren entered & she beat tuem all, NMadam Malon, a Fre-
nch woman from the Censervatorium was the4§djudic§tor, She
entered in o verse-speaking c:oirs .n English * they got
1st & ond place. She was in & singing cno;r & they got 3rd,
¢o altogether she done well. Ve received ner report on
Friday, # she hz2s come f . rst in the classe; her Dad is very
nToud of her, The Erothers had a concert on Tuesday night;
it was very good. John done his p3rts well; Jack re ckons
he was the best of the lot, but of course J-ck's a skite;

T +tell hiw co, enyway. I-don't know when we will ve seeing
vou all, so I'1l say good bye & all the best to you all
from the Cockings at Warrawong, xxxxx.! ' '

his letter cameé from Art & Phyllis:i- : : :
E 1;6 711lawarra Rl, , Marrickville 27-7-47. Dear Mum & Dad,
Whope you have not:been sitting up too late this week-end
waiting for the phone call that didn't. Although the nece-
 @zary wiTes & cables have been laid this end we are still
p¥iting for the mechanice to come & install th¢ phonetk Xz

we were told he would be here on Fridey, & as he did not a-
rrivethen it will prebably be HX#E¥¥KX within the next few
“ays; 50 by next week-end everything sheuld be yell &

truly cennected & you will hear our melodious veoices call-
ing you, - We ‘are.all at the "gniffly" stage dewn.here -
in other words we have all a nice little cold each,
Arthur & I are just . recevering from ours & now the kiddies.
have it. I have been rubbing every nese, chest & back that
I can find with "VICKS" & desing every ene with cough sy-
rup, so the place resembles = a chemist'w shep. B
Doreen commencee KindergaTten to-morrew after being away

3 weeks with mumps., ©She likes itthere very much , so I'm
not expecting any trouble in getting her te start again.,
She has improved in every way since going there, especially
in her eating. She enjoys her meales & often agks fer a sec—
ond helpirg, Judith is quite her eld self again & altheugh
she has a cold at present she leoks the picture of health
& etill enjoys 3 mealr-a day. ~ Mum is leoking forward te
her vigit in about & month's time, She theught it better te
wait until then, while Arthur is en helidays, so that he can
help me out with the messages, ac Mum is & good nhelp to me
in %hat directi on, ... W_QWJ, 11 let you knew mere abeut that
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) at @ 1ater date,, so I'1l clese new with leve to yeu beth,
' cheerio for new, pPHYLLIS. !

This letter was wr:tten to-us by Flerence;- —.... ... .. .-

"36 Cebar Street, Nyngan -7- : ;
is Just in cas ot %1~3,31‘918f“rf]hg%%ﬁﬁﬁ?é%ﬂ%% address
seme day, We meved in last Friday week & are very pleased
that we did, The place is much mere cemfprtable "than the
laet, I.t has 2 bedrcoms (beth a bit small) a big lounge
reom abeut 23 feet by 13 feet, & nice kitchen & pantry, g-ood
bathreem & %HEXX&'laundry(& nice wide verandahs en 3 sides.
The verandah en the Western side is gauzed in % a-doer w-
hich I can belt, go I'11 feel pretty safe when Bill is away,
I%' 3 great for Rebert teo living here; as-ene ef the school
gates happens te be just oppesite our frent gate. Jey spe-

! nds a large part ef the day eut en the verandah,,

We have been having such goed, sunny days, but the mornings
are pretty cold & fresty. At last Robert has a little
poultry run of his ewn., We only have 6 fowls (black) but
they are laying pretty well,7 +eggs in 2 days, We are hepi-
ng te get seme more, Rill hag visions of geing in fer peou-
1try in a big way, but I'1l be satisfied if we get 6 mere
fowls, I suppese by this time Wal has been home, It's gr-
eat him getting such an impertant jeb,isn't it ? He shou-

‘ 1d like W,A, ; it'g & pretty“good'ﬁlabe'(Perth) by all ac~

i counts, Bill's sister Joyce is coming eut here to settle
ag soon as she can get a boat., She intends to 1live with
her sister in Adelaide, She is the youngest of the family,

: married last S _ptember, We had a letter a couple of weeks

3 ago., I have just been reading over yo.r letter, Mum, & I

’ can't understand yeu when yo. say that yeu only .get what
yeu deserve, when you refer te se many members of the family
living se far far from yeu.. We denm't live:away because we

o want te-- at leagt I den't, but circumstances make us leave
Newcastle,  Where is Jose thinking ef going te ? I think
the best thing for yeo to de .is to pack up & go & visit
" your kids",as you call them: that will break the moneteny
for yeu Yeu can start on a visit out here first. Our little
laughing daughter would cheer anyone un, She is a little
"beaut"-- & real little "fat puddin', as her Dad calls her,

N Rebg;t is very anxieus for her to walk, He is very proud
of her, Your sheppig problem new, Mother,I knew that iss
> a preblem fer yeu. & I certainly wish I could de things for
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ag you say,l was thinking abeut it te-day, & it occurred to mcf
that one way out of the difficulty weuld be to get Marcus
Clark'g traveller to call-- Mr, Jenkins frem Beruda street,
He will give you & cataleg te choos your. goeds: you can pay
cash for them (it won't cost you any more  this way) or pay
the things eff -1/~ in the-£ if yeu have teres S

XXXX terms. Tell
him you can't go to get tnings yourself, & ask him to send
the gomde eut on the delivery van, Tell him yeu have a vad 1
leg & can't get inte trams .He is a nice chap & he will
only be toe pleased te oblige. Den't wait until ye. are out
of thi gs befeore yeu erder, but give them plenty of time ;
& then they may bring small palcelw out. Explain te him about§
the leg & you being unable te go in, otherwise theéy may net d- |
eliver anything under a certain weight, If yeu can't get a :
cataleg there we will gend ene over ¥XXX XKI¥,-&in fact I w1lh
send one ever with this & it may help you out..'blll says net
te tell the traveller that it is being sent from here, I
knew you wanted table damask when I was over at heme. It is :
procurable new, plain white. I made 3 new cleths myself recen- |
tly. Anyhew, you can try this methed & if it deesn't suit ;
vou need net have any mere erders, We were glad to know that
you are all keeping well. We are 0 .

K here, Hope IVvy's parents
are well ag®inl thougnt the -duchess set was very pretty, Mother.

A lady out here —- at least a friend of her's out here, met D-
aphne in Bcett!'s r -cently.& mentioned the fact te. the Ny-— :
ngan lady (Mrs., Warner)), I hepe Daphne is s 111 liking
ner work, Well, it's time.to close new , s0_1'l1l say ch erie,
Don't get upset, thher at what I eaid, but I hate te see
vou downhearted, I would like to flnd some way te cheer

you up,. I think a trip would help a let. Our love to all
1nclud1ng the Hillbillies ,Florence,

P.S.Robert went te his first clrcus on Friday night &. theught
it was wonderful,"

Thur. Aug. 7, 1947. Te-day I Teceived from Bill purdy 3
" Digest's-- 2 being Reader's Digests & the ether a Mag-

azine Digest fe r Oet. 1944.. The others are fer June
& July/ . Yesterday I received this letter frem F.Duley:)

"Mre, L. Duley, 259 Prlnce'g Highway, Dapte.
Dear Aunty, Uncle & Family, Ne deubt yeu will be surprised f

~te get a letter fr
ém me. . But I hav
answering yeur letter I received be;@§f1§§;f§?3§£t OfBut .
. 1
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ﬁave been very 111 fer -the last 3 years, ‘I did net think
that I-could bring myself te.do it.-"Better late than never!
they say, se here it is, - Well, I had better tell y;
ou I am impTeving new & putting on weight, My heart never
gives me mich- trouble,- % my nerves-are oetter;, After pad
went so suddenly my nerves went te pieces.. I have had 2
holidays in Sydney hespital/ The first timé they found I
had 2 tubes teo my left kxidneys which were giving me all
the pain, but I was toe bad to stand an eperation,
the second trip was last H@KXK March I was getting cetter,
so theught they might de my eperation. But still I nave

& I am getting better with it still in my bedy., The doctor

told me 3 years age I might live 10 years, But it seems that

God has etner plans fer me, At the présent time I feel I will

have as goed a chance as anysne else, Well, a-bit ef news

new, M}y eldest daughter, Vera, was 21 last month. Jeyce

was 18 the same month. Melvilie is his second year at High S
Scheel. He will be 14 next month,. Melville says he is going
te be a draughtsman,  Jehn, our 6_year old bapy, goes to sc-

heel & is the pet of the family, But the bad heart geems to
be thrown dewn te us, __John was born with a muTmur in

his heart, but he is net affected in any way. He is very big
& heartlyy looking, & will be &another Jim i build,

Les is very well, stillworking at the Steel works shift work.
He has a garden ef peag as & side line which we are picking
now, Nell & pearl are both well  Pearl is working, & living
at heme,with Nell, Ji~ ° his wife alse live witd Nell, Jim
nas bought & new house, but the people cannot get a house, so
Jim has to live with Nell till later. How are ou neo-
ple kee ping ? Well, T hope, -Also I hope to hear from y-
ou again soen, Uncle,, Give my love to all, I remain your
loving neice, Flerrie ( Duley) % family,"

Tuis letter is from Florence: —

Bex 15 “yngan, 238737222722 4-8~4]. Dear Folks, Thanks for the
medicine you sent over, We ghall write to Wal as goon as we
have his address. Bill has cemmenced taking it, & itt. terr-
ibly bitter; but if it is a sure cure I am sure he weuld take
poison, The atomizer keeps him pretty well, & if he is the
slightest bit breathless he uses that & so wards off an atta
ack Things are pretty well with us at present.We haven't
?gsth'nﬁfoggooerl . settled here yet; there are blinds, curt-
y - -coevelings to buy, but even now we are Very mu-

ch - more comfortable t an ib the old place. Even though it
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260,

Even though it is an old place it is in pretty geod order
5% I would very-much 1like te buy it, but the owner won't
sell. Wal, it seem8, is having & good time on his way to
perth, visiting- a1l the capital cities, I suppose he will
spend some time with Art, We had a letter from ATt rece-
ntly with the peetry & _the illustratiens,. Qur poultry
farm (6 chooks ) is deing well,; sometimes 5 eggs a day,
usually 4,  Rebert runs from anything he happens to be d-
oing wien he hears a cackle, & takes great pride in getting
the eggs each day.,  We. have a very big yard here with a
spare allotment, % he gets fregh suryprizes every few days
finding the egg° in a new place, I have to pTomise before
he goes to school trat I won't collect the eggs,

Toy is well & "at & happy--spends most of her time on the
rup on the bac( Veranda% where it is sunny nearly all day,
W~ have very heavy froste nearly every morning, but the days
are lovely.  BiIl'"s youngest sister ( J@yce-s leaves En-
gland avout the end ef this menth for Adelaide , She is
bringing @ little son with her , born in June.3he says she
will see Bill when she comes, but I den't think she reali-
zes how far- sdelaide is from here, ‘I thought Bill had s-
ent you the cataleg, Mother, & he thought I had, so you
missed out, but-I'1ll-send. it with this, & will gend the new
Spring one when it comes,  I'd give old 2 Marcus a trial if
I were you, then you Wouli get somethlng you want,

Robert says to send you 10 kisses. He is still a bit of a
smooger, even though he is 6..LQV6 from all, Florence,"
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“BEHEADED”

A MAN who wag “beheaded” by

a Japanese swordsman, and buried
in a grave at Singapore a¥ter the
execution, has comeé to life again.

He is Private Colin Brien, of Drum-
moyne, who is expected to arrive
soon in the Duntroon, Brien eavries
a livid gear whieh runs from one
shonlder to the olher and across his
neck, ag proof of an experience which
must be one of the most amazing of
the war.

Private Brien said he was wounded
in action at Singapore, taken prisoner
and on Mareh 1, 1942, was led out
‘for execution. A sword was stuck in
the earth neur a tfreshlyv-dug pit.

“T wax tobd T was goiiig to meet my
God.” he said. “T rvealised it wae
all up, but tried to he ns calm as 1
eould. ' praved veory hard. T was blind.

2~0-9- 4

— BUT STILL ALIVE

folded and made to sit-on the cdpe
of the trench. A Jap pulled back my
shirt. 1 felt a dull sensation in the
back of mv neck, then realised with
a shock I was still alive.”

Brien rolled on his side and pre-
tended to be dead. When he recoverc:t
consciouaness he found the grave had
been partly filled. Although weak
from loss of blood he levered awa:
the earth with his toes, escaped frow
his grave, and staggered into Singi-
pore, where eventnally he vave him-
self up at a police station,

The doctors at’ Changi camp found
that the sword had penetrated the
bones of Brien’s apine, but had not
touched the spinal cord.

He was only 19 at the thue of b
almost: ineredible adventure. It s
anly a few days sinee his mother Wi

officially notified that he was =afe
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