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PREFACE 

In t h e  Aus t r a l i an  His tory  course o f f e r e d  i n  Second Year a t  
t h e  Univers i ty  o f  Newcastle, a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  p rogress ive  assessment, 
s tuden t s  have the  oppor tun i ty  o f  e i t h e r  p re sen t ing  a  convent ional  
essay  o r  o f  researching  a  t o p i c  o f  t h e i r  own choice from primary 
sou rces .  Many s tuden t s  choose t h e  second a l t e r n a t i v e ,  and s i n c e  t h i s  
programme began i n  1976 a  cons iderable  corpus o f  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  a r e a  has been b u i l t  up. The papers  a r e  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  p u b l i c  use i n  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Newcastle Publ ic  
Library.  The b e s t  o f  t h e  papers ,  however, a r e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  
wider r eade r sh ip  by publ i sh ing  them each year .  

This ,  un fo r tuna te ly ,  may be t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  pub l i ca t ion ,  
a s  a  r eo rgan i sa t ion  o f  t h e  courses  o f f e r e d  i n  t h i s  department has 
meant t h a t  Aus t r a l i an  His tory  w i l l  be taught  i n  F i r s t  Year only,  where 
uns t ruc tu red  p r i v a t e  r e sea rch  by s t u d e n t s  would be l e s s  app ropr i a t e .  
However, t h e  e d i t o r s  hope you w i l l  f i n d  t h e  papers i n  t h i s  volume as  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and usefu l  a s  we d i d .  

Pe t e r  Hempenstall, Margaret Henry, Noel Rutherford.  
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THE NEWCASTLE AND NOHTI IUMBEItLAND BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

SUSAN ARMSTRONG 

SYNOPSIS : 

While t h e  Aust ra l ian  co lon ie s  sus t a ined  many o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
i d e a l s  of B r i t a i n ,  one a rea  i n  which A u s t r a l i a  d i f f e r e d  was i n  i t s  
dea l ings  with t h e  poor.  Although our c h a r i t a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  
t h e  cu r ren t  n ine teen th  century Vic tor ian  a t t i t u d e s  towards t h e  poor,  
they  adopted d i f f e r e n t  ways and means o f  dispensing c h a r i t a b l e  r e l i e f .  

This  paper looks a t  one such i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  Newcastle and 
Northumberland Benevolent Society* from i t s  incept ion  i n  1885 through 
t o  1900. I t  a t tempts  t o  examine t h e  aims and t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  
i n  dispensing c h a r i t y  i n  the  colony o f  Newcastle, t o  see  how i t s  
growth r e f l e c t e d  t h e  changing economic condi t ions  wi th in  t h e  colony 
and t o  es t imate  how t h e  Benevolent Socie ty  r e f l e c t e d  n ine teen th  
century  a t t i t u d e s  towards c h a r i t a b l e  r e l i e f  and the  poor,  and maintained 
these  a t t i t u d e s  i n t o  t h e  twen t i e th  century .  



Aust ra l ian  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were fashioned i n  a  c l imate  o f  
opinion "where no t  only d id  e a r l y  c o l o n i s t s  have a  h o r r o r  of  t he  
English Poor Law, b u t  t h e  very n a t u r e  o f  t h e  Aus t r a l i an  economy and 
t h e  lack  o f  a  system o f  l o c a l  governments made i t s  in t roduc t ion  
impossible". ' However t h e  ques t ion  soon arose  over  who should accept  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  of t h e  co lon ie s ,  and t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  
organiza t ion  t h a t  r e l i e f  work should fol low. Governments were r e l u c t a n t  
t o  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  such r e l i e f ,  a s  t h e  widely he ld  b e l i e f  was 
t h a t  government in t e rven t ion  i n  r e l i e f  work "not only undermined 
i n i t i a t i v e  and s e l f  r e l i a n c e ,  b u t  encouraged a  pauper class" .* The 
s o l u t i o n  was found I n  government subs id ized  voluntary  organiza t ions  
which came t o  assume the  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  c h a r i t a b l e  r e l i e f  work i n  
most co lonies  of  Aus t r a l i a .  3 

In t h e  colony o f  N.S.W. t h e  Benevolent Socie ty  became the  
Government Almoner d ispens ing  c h a r i t y  and poor r e l i e f  "within a  
community where s e l f  improvement was t h e  dominating e thos  and 
Chr i s t i an  duly f r equen t ly  ~ n d e r l i n e d ' ~ . ~  The Vic to r i an  a t t i t u d e  towards 
poverty combined f a t a l i s m  "the poor ye always have wi th  you" and a  
moral izing and pa t ron iz ing  form of dispensing c h a r i t y  which saw 
" d e s t i t u t i o n  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  i nd iv idua l  weakness o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  and 
phi lanthropy [as]  t h e  br idge  between business  dea l ings  and Chr i s t i an  
consciousness".  Such was t h e  c l imate  of  thought ,  t h a t  s e t  t h e  tone  of  
t h e  Newcastle Benevolent Socie ty  a t  i t s  incept ion  i n  January 1885 and 
which accompanied a l l  i t s  c h a r i t a b l e  works f o r  t h e  next  f i f t e e n  yea r s .  

This  a t t i t u d e  o f  moral r e c t i t u d e  was p resen t  from t h e  very s t a r t  
o f  t h e  Newcastle Benevolent Society.  The minutes o f  t h e  f i r s t  meeting 
opened with t h e  s ta tement ,  "the Benevolent Society i n  Newcastle owes 
i t s  o r i g i n s  under Divine Providence t o  t h e  un i t ed  e f f o r t s  o f  many 
members o f  t he  Newcastle Re l i e f  Socie ty  and Women's ~ r u s a d e " . ~  These 
l a d i e s  see ing  t h e  d i s t r e s s  amongst them c a l l e d  on t h e  Mayor t o  convene 
a  pub l i c  meeting t o  form a  Benevolent Society whose ch ie f  aims would be 
I'to procure an asylum f o r  h e l p l e s s  people and t o  r e l i e v e  the  d e s t i t u t e  
poor around them". The l a d i e s  h i r e d  premises n e a r  t h e  S t .  John's  
Church i n  Parry S t r e e t  and t h e  l a d i e s '  committee proceeded t o  t ake  over  
t h e  e n t i r e  management and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  asylum. 

The o b j e c t s  of  t h e  Newcastle Benevolent Society were 
"1) t o  r e l i e v e  the  wants o f  t h e  poor - supplying them with c lo thes ,  
food and n e c e s s i t i e s  both i n s i d e  and ou t s ide  of  t h e  asylum i n  Newcastle 
and surrounding d i s t r i c t s  
2 )  primary cons idera t ion  t o  be pa id  t o  t h e  s i c k  and poor women i n  t h e i r  
confinementst'.  

Underlying t h e s e  aims was the  assumption t h a t  poverty was s e l f -  
i n f  1 i c t e d ,  and t h a t  a s s i s t a n c e  should be ind iv idua l  temporary and 
reformatory". The Newcastle Benevolent Socie ty  s e t  ou t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  and p roh ib i t ions  s o  t h a t  only t h e  despera te  would apply. 
Widely he ld  assumptions i n  regard  t o  r e l i e f  were " tha t  a s s i s t a n c e  
should be below t h e  lowest p r e v a i l i n g  community s t anda rds ,  t h a t  
r e c i p i e n t s  should be i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  where p o s s i b l e  i n  benevolent 
homes and t h a t  r e c i  i e n t s  be requi red  t o  undertake arduous and 
unpleasant tasks".  lg Rigorous cha rac te r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were c a r r i e d  
out  by lady v i s i t o r s  and almost i n e v i t a b l y  "the genera l  morals of t h e  

* The l a d i e s  had t o  form a. Benevolent s o c i e t y c i n  o rde r  t o  ob ta in  
E f o r  E subsidy from t h e  government. 



a p p l i c a n t  came under  review;  as a t t e m p t s  were made t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
between t h e  d e s e r v i n g  and t h e  undeserv ing  poor".'' 

These a t t i t u d e s  towards  t h e  poor  were r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r u l e s  o f  
t h e  asylum. "In t h e  men's ward t h e r e  was t o  be  no gambling,  no e n t e r i n g  
o t h e r  wards ,  s p i t t i n g ,  rude  o r  improper  behav iour .  Men were t o  r i s e  a t  
6  a.m. i n  summer, h a l f  an h o u r  l a t e r  i n  w i n t e r .  They were f e d  t h r e e  
t imes  a  day,  w i t h  l i g h t s  o u t  at  9 p.m. I n  t h e  women's ward similar 
r u l e s  a p p l i e d .  But t h e r e  were c h i l d r e n  t o  wash a t  6 a.m. o r  h a l f  an 
hour  l a t e r  i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  even ing  p r a y e r s  had t o  be  a t t e n d e d  and a  lock  
up at 9  p.m. Both s e x e s  had t o  b e  ba thed  c o m p l e t e l y  once a week and t o  
change t h e i r  c l o t h i n g .  In r e t u r n  f o r  t h e i r  keep,  t h e y  were expec ted  t o  

12 c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  maintenance o f  t h e  asylum". 

blrs. E l l i s ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  speak ing  a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
opening o f  t h e  asylum, encouraged h e r  band o f  workers  t o  " t r y  by God's 
g r a c e ,  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  g r e a t  command, t o  l o v e  t h y  ne ighbour  and t o  
fol low i n  t h e  s t e p s  o f  t h e  Good Samar i t anM.13  

The f i r s t  annua l  r e p o r t  of  t h e  Benevolent S o c i e t y  commenced w i t h  
t h e  words,  "Blessed i s  he t h a t  C o n s i d e r e t h  t h e  Poor" and s t a t e d  t h a t  
" in  p o r p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  outward p r o s p e r i t y  around u s ,  t h e r e  is  an i n c r e a s -  
i n g  u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  p o v e r t y ,  and wre tchedness  pe rmea t ing  o u r  m i d s t ,  
which can o n l y  be  stemmed by t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  Committee. "14 

R e l i e f  was t a k i n g  on a two f o l d  c h a r a c t e r ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  o u t d o o r  
r e l i e f  and t h e  runn ing  o f  t h e  asylum. In  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  o u t d o o r  r e l i e f ,  
t h e  S o c i e t y  d i v i d e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  which i t  s e r v e d  ( i n c l u d i n g  S t o c k t o n ,  
Bullock I s l a n d ,  Wickham, Minmi, Char les town,  C a t h e r i n e  Hill Bay) i n t o  
a r e a s ,  i n  each  o f  which t h e  r e l i e f  was a d m i n i s t e r e d  by two l a d y  i r i s i t o r s .  
Once a  c a s e  o f  d e s t i t u t i o n  was brought  t o  t h e i r  n o t i c e ,  t h e y  made a  f u l l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and forwarded t h e i r  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  General  Committee. T h i s  
committee dec ided  on t h e  amount o f  r e l i e f  t o  b e  g i v e n ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  
form o f  c l o t h i n g ,  b l a n k e t s ,  t o o l s  t o  h e l p  o b t a i n  employment o r  food 
t i c k e t s  which cou ld  be redeemed at t h e  l o c a l  g e n e r a l  shop i n  each  a r e a .  
There  was no f i x e d  a l lowance ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  b e i n g  governed by t h e  circum- 
s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  "in p r a c t i c e  it i s  u s u a l  t o  g i v e  2/6 a week 

However, i n  t o  a s i n g l e  a p p l i c a n t ,  4 /6  a  week t o  a  mar r ied  couple" .  
keep ing  wi th  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  e t h o s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  t h e  Fonorary T r e a s u r e r  
s t a t e d ,  "we do n o t  p r o f e s s  t o  g i v e  r e l i e f  t h a t  w i l l  f u l l y  s u p p o r t ,  a s  

A t o t a l  o f  1231 i n d i v i d u a l s  were h e l p e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  
s o c i e t y ' s  e x i s t e n c e  and t h e  Committee expended E245/19/8 i n  c a s h  f o r  
o u t d o o r  r e l i e f .  "Within t h e  f i r s t  twe lve  months t h e  o r i g i n a l  asylum 
was i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  meet t h e  needs  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  s o  a  new b u i l d i n g  
had been e r e c t e d  which p rov ided  e x t r a  accommodation and a l lowed  f o r  
t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e x e s .  Near ly  one hundred p e o p l e  p a s s e d  through 
t h e  asylum i n  t h e  f i f s t  y e a r  w i t h  many aged and i n f i r m  becoming 
permanent inmates".  

The second Annual Repo-t p r e s e n t e d  i n  March 1887, showed t h e  beg in-  
n i n g s  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  which was pervad ing  t h e  co lony ,  wi th  a  c o r r e s -  
ponding i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  numbers a p p l y i n g  f o r  r e l i e f .  Near ly  one hundred 
p e o p l e  found temporary r e l i e f  and s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  asylum, and some 1,900 
p e o p l e  were a f f o r d e d  o u t d o o r  r e l i e f .  Mrs E l l i s  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  
implored  t h e  l a d i e s  " t o  be  t r u e  women, and show t h e i r  sympathy t o  young 
and o l d ,  s i c k  and p o o r ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  merely  poor  and needy. We know 
upon h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  it i s  more b l e s s e d  t o  g i v e  t h a n  t o  r e c e i v e " .  





TABLE I 

F i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  seven y e a r s  o f  t h e  Benevolent  S o c i e t y  show t h e  
l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  o u t d o o r  and c a s u a l  r e l i e f  g iven  by t h e  S o c i e t y .  
'They show how t h e  Benevolent  S o c i c t y  " a c t e d  a s  a ba romete r  upon t h e  
s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  colony".  2G3 

Outdoor R e l i e f  Casual  R e l i e f  
P a s s e s  

Year F a m i l i e s  Male Female T o t a l  Meals Bed Steamer  R a i l  

1886 266 472 759 1231 x x 29 x 
1887 40 5 - - 1863 600 x 105 35 
1888 5 7 1 848 1293  2141 1269 456 210 2 3 
1889 85 7 1610 2268 3878 1047 359 268 57  
1890 1766 2372 3634 6006 1136 381 21 7 4 5 
1891 2136 2820 4248 7068 735 248 5 8 - 
1892 2523 3276 5572 9848 725 308 1 4 3  26 

* No e x p l a n a t i o n  was g iven  why i n  t h e  y e a r s  1891 and 1892 when demands 
f o r  o u t d o o r  r e l i e f  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  was a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  
d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  demand f o r  c a s u a l  r e l i e f .  One e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  a b l e  
bodied men had l e f t  i n  s e a r c h  of work i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  wives 
rmtl c h i l d r e n  dependent  on t h e  Benevolent  S o c i c t y .  

T h i s  move by t h e  government "of o f f e r i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ~ u s t r a l i a n  
panacea  o f  p u t t i n g  men on t h e  land"" i s  i r o n i c  i n  view o f  t h e  Benevolent  
S o c i e t y ' s  q u a r t e r l y  mee t ing  i n  November 1893 which " s t r e s s e d  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
d e p r e s s i o n  and t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  e f f e c t  i t  was h a v i n g  on t h e  working c l a s s e s  
and t h e  f r i e n d s  of t h e  ~ o c i e t ~ " . ~ ~  Not o n l y  was t h e  s o c i e t y  h e l p i n g  207 
f a m i l i e s ,  "many o f  whom were d e s e r t e d  wives w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  whose husbands 
were away s c o u r i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  work";30 b u t  a s  w e l l  i t  had t o  cope 
w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  " s c o r e s  o f  hardworking men d r i v e n  o u t  from t h e  
i n t e r i o r  through want o f  work, have f o r c e d  t h e i r  way i n t o  Newcastle i n  
t h e  hope o f  o b t a i n i n g  employment, and when i t  i s  n o t  for thcoming t h e y  
a r e  f a l l i n g  back on t h e  h e l p i n g  hand o f  t h e  S ~ c i e t y " . ~ ~  

Even a s  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  i n c r e a s e d  i n  s e v e r i t y  i n  1894,  M r .  A r n o t t  
c o u l d  e u l o g i z e ,  "what would t h e  p o o r  o f  t h i s  c i t y  have done w i t h o u t  a 
s o c i e t y  such a s  t h i s  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t ?  I t  was a m a t t e r  o f  t h a n k f u l n e s s  
t h a t  God had p u t  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  l a d i e s  p r e s e n t  t o  engage i n  such  

T h i s  m o r a l i z i n g  and p a t r o n i z i n g  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  poor  s t i l l  
p r e v a i l e d  even i n  t i m e s  o f  mass ive  shutdowns i n  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  mines 
c a u s i n g  wide-spread  unemployment. The Newcast l e  Benevolent  S o c i e t y  
s t i l l  saw i t s  r o l e  "as  s t i m u l a t i n g  community f a n c e r n  f o r  t h e  p o o r ,  
and t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c a r e  f o r  them". C h a r i t y ,  t o  t h e  
S o c i e t y ,  was s t i l l  r e g a r d e d  "as a minor a d j u s t m e n t  t o  t h e  machinery 
of s o c i e t y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a r a d i c a l  r e f o r m a t i o n  of it".35 Pover ty  was 
s t i l l  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  i n  most c a s e s  s e l f  i n f l i c t e d  and t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
condescending c h a r i t y  d e s i g n e d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  pauper ism.  



This a t t i t u d e  was no t  confined t o  t h e  Benevolent Socie ty .  
The Newcastle Morning Herald 20/9/1894, c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  ;he inc rease  
i n  the  numbers applying f o r  r e l i e f ,  which had doubled s i n c e  1888. - - 
"Poverty i s  e i t h e r  i nc reas ing  a t  an alarming r a t e ,  o r  t h e  sp r ings  of  
p r i v a t e  benevolence are  drying up, o r  t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t e r  d i s p o s i t i o n  
than formerly on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  people t o  throw t h e  burden of t h e i r  
s ickness  and poverty upon the  The e d i t o r  c a l l e d  f o r  "e f f ec t ive  
l e g i s l a t i o n  before  the  inc rease  o f  d i s t r e s s  i s  out  o f  a l l  p ropor t ion  
t o  t h e  growth i n  p o p ~ l a t i o n " . ~ 7  

By November 1895 the  Society was £1100 i n  deb t ,  wi th  inc reas ing  
demands being placed on the  S o c i e t y ' s  funds. One b r i g h t  spo t  i n  the  
yea r  1895 was t h e  e r e c t i o n  of two cot tages  f o r  aged married couples 
on t h e  asylum s i t e  a t  Waratah. In 1896 the  Soc ie ty ' s  f i rs t  meeting 
r e i t e r a t e d  i t s  f irst  main aim, " to  discourage pauperism, and t o  induce 
and f o s t e r  i ndus t ry  and s e l f  rel iance".38 The Soc ie ty ' s  records f o r  
1896 show " tha t  poverty and d i s t r e s s  had i n  no way decreased,  i f  
poss ib l e  i t  had assumed a s t e r n e r  aspec t .  Innumerable cases  o f  t o t a l  
d e s t i t u t i o n  and d i s t r e s s  had been brought t o  the  a t t e n t i o n  of t he  
C ~ r n m i t t e e " . ~ ~  An app l i ca t ion  was made t o  the  Government f o r  f u r t h e r  
funds as  £2606 was spen t  on r e l i e f ,  £500 more than i n  1895. The 
reques t  was re fused  even though t h e  Sydney Benevolent Soc ie ty  was given 
€2000 " t o  dea l  b e t t e r  wi th  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  d i s t r e s s  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  
c i  ty l ' .  40 

~ r r a n ~ e m e n t s  were proceeding f o r  t he  e r e c t i o n  of  t he  new asylum 
a t  Waratah, with M r .  Arnott  o f f e r i n g  t o  s i g n  a cash c r e d i t  f o r  t he  
€2000 s t i l l  needed t o  complete t h e  bui ld ing .  The Reverend Se th  
Jones a t  t h e  Annual Meeting i n  March 1896 f e l t  compelled t o  move a 
vote of thanks t o  t h e  Committee, whom he saw as  being "engaged i n  the  
most honourable and Godlike work, guided by t h e  n o b l e s t ,  p u r e s t  motives. 
I t  was a labour of  love and t h e i r  reward was from God who had ordained 41 t h a t  t he  poor should be helped by t h e  r i c h ,  and t h e  weak by t h e  s t rong .  " 
A s p e c i a l  vote of thanks was a l s o  given t o  Mrs Ellis "whose wisdom and 
love had enabled h e r  t o  lead  the  Committee i n  accomplishing s o  much 
s e l f  denying and s e l f  s a c r i f i c i n g  work".42 

M r .  and Mrs. Ell is  and M r .  and Mrs. Arnott  were the  l ead ing  members 
of t h e  Newcastle Benevolent Socie ty .  M r .  E l l i s  M.L.A.  f o r  Newcastle 
represented  t h e  Soc ie ty ' s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Parliament and i n  deputa t ions  t o  
the  Premier f o r  increased  funds. Mrs. E l l i s  was P res iden t  o f  t he  
Socie ty  f o r  twelve yea r s ,  with Mrs. Arnott  a s  s e n i o r  Vice Pres ident  
and head o f  t he  Dorcas Committee; both were leading  s p i r i t s  i n  the  
Soc ie ty ,  and provided t h e  much valued l eade r sh ip  and i n c e n t i v e  t o  the  
l a d i e s  of  t h e  Committee. These two couples were wealthy well-respected 
l eade r s  i n  the  colony o f  N.S.W., being prominent a t  a l l  kinds o f  
r e l i g i o u s  and ph i l an th rop ic  meetings. Publ ic  suppor t  f o r  Chr i s t i an  
a c t i v i t i e s  was important f o r  s o c i a l  s tanding  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century,  
and me be r sh ip  of t h e  Benevolent Society meant s o c i a l  success i n  
N .  S.W.I3 S t a t u s  could be gained from doing good works, e s p e c i a l l y  
with p i l l a r s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  presence of t he  Arnotts  and t h e  E l l i s '  
t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  guaranteed t h e  continued support  o f  t h e  Benevolent 
Society,  and gave s t a t u s  and p r e s t i g e  t o  the  S o c i e t y ' s  s o c i a l  events  
and a c t i v i t i e s .  
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THE PNEUMONIC INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC OF 1919 IN 

NEW SOUTH WALES WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO NEWCASTLE 

JENNIFER GREENWELL 

SYNOPSIS : 

In our modern soc ie ty ,  with i ts re l i ance  on medical technology 
and health science,  influenza i s  seen a s  l i t t l e  more than an 
inconvenience. I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine a time when it was 
viewed i n  a much more se r ious  l i g h t .  Yet i n  1919 a pa r t i cu l a r l y  
v i rulent  s t r a i n  of  pheumonic influenza swept through the  world, 
taking with it the  l i v e s  of mi l l ions .  

Austral ia,  though i so la ted ,  was not ab le  t o  escape the  v i s i t a t i o n .  
For months, the  l i v e s  o f  the  e n t i r e  population were regimented 
and disrupted t o  a remarkable degree and death came t o  many 
households. Yet today, the  influenza epidemic has been v i r t u a l l y  
forgotten - a page i n  Aus t ra l i a ' s  h i s to ry  which f o r  many may a s  
well never have been wr i t t en .  





* 

By January 28th., four  cases o f  pheumonic inf luenza  were reported 
i n  Sydney, each having been contracted i n  Melbourne. A parl iamentarian 
declared t h a t  IfVictoria, by i t s  neglect  t o  have i t s e l f  declared an in fec ted  
s t a t e  by t h e  Commonwealth, has allowed in fec t ion  t o  become widely 
d i s t r i b u t e d  amongst i t s  population, and by i t s  delay t o  a c t  i n  $ems  of 
the  agreement, has a l s o  brought about in fec t ion  i n  t h i s  s t a te" .  

The N.S.W. Government exhibi ted  none o f  Vic to r ia ' s  llincompetencell, 
ac t ing  s w i f t l y  t o  impose preventa t ive  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  Sydney and the  
County o f  Cumberland. The s t a t e ,  having been declared,  infec ted ,  was 
surrounded by a cordon of inspectors  and po l i ce .  T r a f f i c  was stopped a t  
the  borders and a quarantine period o f  seven days was imposed on a l l  
t r a v e l l e r s  by land o r  sea.  Over one thousand Queenslanders were stranded 
i n  N.S.W., many l e f t  q u i t e  d e s t i t u t e  and without accommodation. The 
Government1 s decision t o  include Victor ia ,  where the  epidemic was f lour ishing,  
i n  t h e  quarantine r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  was contrary  t o  t h e  November agreement, 
which provided f o r  unhindered in tercourse  between infected  s t a t e s ,  and 
i n i t i a t e d  an outraged and b i t t e r  debate between t h e  N.S.W., t h e  Victorian 
and t h e  Federal Governments. 

The N.S.W. representa t ives  contended t h a t  t h e  November agreement had 
been v i r t u a l l y  renounced when Victor ia  had refused t o  observe i t .  Although 
both s t a t e s  had been declared infected ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  few cases i n  N.S.W. 
might, it was hoped, be control led  i f  contact  was avoided with Vic tor ia ,  
where t h e  d isease  was s o  widespread t h a t  control  was no longer possible.  
M r .  Watt, the  Acting Prime Minister ,  condemned the  "un jus t i f i ab le  inconvenience1' 
caused by t h e  land quarantine and argued t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  d isease  had escaped 
the  r i g i d  measures imposed on overseas t r a v e l l e r s ,  the  haphazard methods 
employed by t h e  N.S.W. Government could not hope t o  be e f f e c t i v e .  

A s  time passed, New South Wales was accused o f  causing ser ious  t r ade  
and commercial d i s loca t ion  and aggravating severe shortages of food and fue l .  
With the  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  epidemic, the  discrimination between one 
s t a t e  and t h e  o the r  became syperfluous.  Plans were made f o r  the "observation, 
examination and s ~ p e r v i s i o n ' ~  o f  i n t e r s t a t e  t r a v e l l e r s ,  bu t  these were 
delayed i n  t h e i r  implementation a s  t h e  s t a t e  and federa l  governments wrangled 
over t h e i r  respect ive  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

Within New South Wales i t s e l f ,  a Medical Consultat ive Committee was 
es tab l i shed  t o  advise the government and an Influenza Committee was formed 
t o  implement i t s  regula t ions .  In  an endeavour t o  check t h e  d isease  i n  i ts  
e a r l y  s tages ,  a number o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s  was imposed i n  the  Sydney area .  A l l  
places of public entertainment,  including p i c t u r e  shows and race  meetings, 
were closed. Schools d id  not resume following the  holiday break and church 
se rv ices  and pub l ic  meetings were prohibi ted .  These c losures  caused considerable 
losses  amongst p ropr ie to r s  and unemployment amongst workers. I t  was est imated 
t h a t  between 5000 and 6000 cinema employees were out  o f  work8 and the  demand 
f o r  a moratorium by those d i r e c t l y  involved was both vocal and prolonged. 

An uproar arose,  e spec ia l ly  among churchmen who were prohibi ted  from 
conducting se rv ices ,  when no r e s t r i c t i o n s  were a t  f i r s t  imposed upon h o t e l s .  
In response, a proclamation was issued r e s t r i c t i n g  the  number of  people 
permitted i n  the  b a r  areas of h o t e l s ,  and a few days l a t e r  such establishments 
were completely closed.  While such r e s t r i c t i o n s  d id  not apply t o  the  as ye t  
un-infected Newcastle, a no t i ce  was displayed outs ide  t h e  Health Department 
advising people t o  avoid places o f  indoor entertainment which might 

. encourage the  spread of  d isease .  
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In t he  i n i t i a l  p a n i c  a  rush f o r  i nnocu la t i on  occur red ,  wi th  t h e  r e s u l t  
t h a t  t h e  Newcastle supply  o f  vaccine was t empora r i l y  exhausted.  When t h e  
f i r s t  case  was r epo r t ed  i n  Newcastle, two thousand, t h r e e  hundred 
innocula t ions  took p l ace  i n  one day. L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  
newspapers recommending cures  and p reven ta t i ve s  were numerous, while  t h e  
manufacturers o f  "wonder cures"  were quick t o  jump on t h e  bandwagon wi th  
t h e i r  miraculous remedies.  As t h e  epidemic progressed ,  t h e  unscrupulous 
d i d  no t  h e s i t a t e  t o  make c a p i t a l  from t h e  f e a r  and s u f f e r i n g  o f  o t h e r s  and 

The wearing o f  masks i n  p u b l i c  p l aces  was made compulsory i n  t h e  
Sydney me t ropo l i t an  a r e a  and l a t e r  on t r a i n s  and trams i n  Newcastle. In 
t h e  h e a t  o f  February such a  proclamation was p a r t i c u l a r l y  onerous.  Ind iv idua ls ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t hose  engaged i n  h e a ~ y  manual t a s k s ,  complained o f  " p a r t i a l  
s u f f o c a t i o n  and i n t e n s e  hea t" .  Affk~f a  few weeks, most people  agreed t h a t  
masks were " instruments  o f  t o r t u r e  . Smokers, e s p e c i a l l y ,  tended t o  f l o u t  
t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  A Sydney j o u r n a l i s t  on February 2nd., counted two hupgred 
and s i x t y  unmasked people  i n  George S t r e e t  i n  t h e  space o f  t e n  minutes .  
A few days l a t e r ,  t h e  s t a t e  government decided t o  enforce  i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s  
more s t r i c t l y  and summonses were i s sued  a g a i n s t  n ine  hundred and t h i r t y  two 
people  f o r  n o t  wearing masks. I n  Newcastle, where t h e r e  had been a s  y e t  no 
i n s t ances  o f  t h e  d i s ea se ,  t h e  tendency t o  ignore  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  was more 
pronounced. 

A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  government r e s t r i c t i o n s  were causing cons iderab ly  more 
d i s l o c a t i o n  and ha rdsh ip  than  t h e  d i s e a s e  i t s e l f .  Business l i f e  was i n  
gene ra l  depressed.  A scheme f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  those  disadvantaged by 
government a c t i o n s  was implemented. Food s u p p l i e s  and r e n t  payments were 
t o  be given and a t  "Di s t r e s s  Re l i e f  Depots" c la ims could be  made f o r  l o s s e s  
incur red  because o f  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  claimant  met 
c e r t a i n  cond i t i ons .  If t h e s e  were e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  government would provide  
up t o  one t h i r d  o f  t h e  l o s s e s .  

Some f i rms  and shops in t roduced  i n h a l a t i o n  chambers i n  which fumes o f  
a  z i n c  s o l u t i o n  were i nha l ed  a s  t h r o a t  s t e r i l i z e r s .  Although r e s t r i c t i o n s  
were imposed on t r a i n  t r a v e l  from t h e  Sydney a r e a ,  t h e  t o u r i s t  a r e a s  o f  t h e  
Blue Mountains were crowded wi th  t hose  who sought  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  hea l thy  
mountain a i r .  Every c a s e  o f  s i cknes s  which was r epo r t ed  was i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  
and i n  t h i s  connect ion hundreds o f  ca se s ,  many bea r ing  n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  
resemblance t o  i n f luenza ,  were t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  i n q u i r y .  

The epidemic was no t  wi thout  i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s p u t e s .  In  
Newcastle wharf workers and coa l  trimmers r e fused  t o  unload o r  work on s h i p s  
u n l e s s  given increased  wages because o f  t h e  r i s k  a l l e g e d l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  
r e c e n t l y  i n f e c t e d  v e s s e l s .  

For a  time it seemed a s  i f  t h e  New South Wales r e s t r i c t i o n s  had indeed 
been succes s fu l  i n  conta in ing  t h e  epidemic. On February l o t h . ,  only one 
hundred and f i v e  cases  and one dea th  had been r epo r t ed  i n  comparison with 
V ic to r i a ,  where few r e s t r i c t i o n s  had been imposed and two thousand and seventy  
two cases  and two hundred and t e n  dea ths  r epo r t ed .  

A s  t h e  epidemic appeared t o  aba t e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t o  g e t  no worse, t h e  
s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  succumbing perhaps t o  i n t e n s e  p re s su re  from bus iness  and 
p u b l i c  op in ion ,  o r  simply because t hey  s i n c e r e l y  be l i eved  t h e  worst  t o  be  
over ,  g r adua l ly  l i f t e d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  u n t i l  by March 3 rd . ,  few r e g u l a t i o n s  
were i n  fo rce .  * 







Cases decreased markedly i n  l a t e  - ~ p r & l  and- g rea t  pressure was put  upon 
the  governmefit t o  remove r e s t r i c t i o n s .  Eventually the  a u t h o r i t i e s  
succumbed t o  the  p e r s i s t e n t  demands o f  t h e  pub l ic  and business although 
the re  was much evidence t h a t  the  peidemic had only undergone a temporary 
r e s p i t e .  Indeed, some f e l t  t h a t  the  removal of t h e  controls  may have been 
premature and asse r t ed  t h a t  the  min i s te r  %as to r tu red ,  r id icu led  and abused 
i n  a most scandalous fashion till he was driven i n t o  doing what, i f  he was 
q u i t e  s ince re  i n  h i s  e a r l i 5 f  u t terances  on the  sub jec t ,  he must have f e l t  
was an unwise concession". 

For a time t h e  epidemic was re legated  t o  the  second o r  t h i r d  pages 
of  the  newspapers, although the  news items themselves do not  ind ica te  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  enough decrease i n  cases t o  warrant t h e  unqualif ied optimism 
expressed by many people. 

In Newcastle the d isease  had displayed no evidence of  abatement whatsoever 
and on June 6 t h . ,  a record seventy new cases were admitted t o  hosp i t a l .  
On June 12th . ,  the  Department o f  publ ic  Health repor ted  a recrudescence o f  
the  d isease ,  and once more the  funera l  columns grew i n  length and number. 
The increases i n  deaths and absenteeism were taking a remarkable t o l l  on t h e  
functioning of  the  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  In Sydney it was repor ted  "there i s  hardly  
a business i n  town with a f u l l  s t a f f  and c e r t a i n  public i n s t i t u t i o n s  have t o  
no t i fy  an e a r l i e r  c los ing hour because of  short-handedness. The thea t res  
which foy$t so  hard f o r  the  removal o f  t h e  masks a r e  playing t o  hal f  empty 
houses". 

A Sydney suburban paper reported t h a t  "the inf luenza  epidemic i s  sweeping 
through this23uburb l i k e  a cloud o f  poison gas. Very few households have 
escaped i t tf.  On June 17th . ,  th ree  thousand four hundred and s i x t y  th ree  
t r a i n  and tram employees throughout the  s t a t e  were absent from work, together  
with four  hundred policemen. While advertisements f o r  household help  had 
previously c a l l e d  f o r  a "trained nurseff ,  the  employment s i t u a t i o n  was now so  
desperate t h a t  the  reqyests  were simply f o r  ''someone who has some knowledge 
o f  household duties".  

MaiISand was sub jec t  t o  a "paralysis  never experienced i n  the worst 
s t r ike" ,  and publ ic  o f f i c e s ,  shops and f a c t o r i e s  were a t  a v i r t u a l  s t a n d s t i l l .  
There were many c a l l s  f o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  be reimposed but the government 
argued t h a t  by now t h e  public had been educated i n  how t o  deal  with and avoid 
in fec t ion  2pd t h e  necessary ac t ion  of  evoidance and d i s c i p l i n e  l a y  i n  t h e i r  
own hands. The Premier s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was "a r e a l  d 9 8 e r  of  doctors and 
nurses being overwhelmed i f  any add i t iona l  cases  occur", but  i n  a number 
of areas such a s i t u a t i o n  had already a r i s e n .  

In Newcastle, which lacked the  governmental organisa t ion afforded t o  
Sydney, individual  munic ipal i t ies  s e t  about the  t a sk  of  securing r e l i e f  and 
nursing f o r  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .  Many councils  arranged f o r  women t o  v i s i t  t h e  
homes of the  ill and render any necessary a i d .  The women of Hamilton 
es tabl ished a ki tchen where food such as beef t e a ,  cus tard  and j e l l y  was 
prepared and d i s t r i b u t e d  amongst the  needy, and o t h e r  councils  soon followed 
i ts  example. Three hundred people were provided f o r  by the  Hamilton depot 
alone. These ki tchens r e l i e d  on funds donated by t h e  publ ic  o r  on g i f t s  of 
foodstuffs. Most of the  work f e l l  on t h e  women of  the  community, who indeed 
seemed indefa t igable ,  a s  d i d  members of se rv ice  clubs and organisa t ions .  



A t  a  l o c a l  counci l  meeting it was repor ted  t h a t  "very few homes $4 
Adamstown have no t  been v i s i t e d  by t h e  in f luenza  - mild o r  otherwise" 
and t h e  Mayor o f  Newcastle f e l t  t h a t  "matters were becoming very se r ious" .  

2 8 

In  one s t r e e t  i n  Hamilton a lone ,  f i f t e e n  f a m i l i e s  were i l l .  

From t h e  week,.ended June 24 th . ,  t h e  s t a t e  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  increased  by 
100%. Over s i x  thousand r a i l  and tramway employees were absent  from work 
and department s t o r e s  were s u f f e r i n g  h e a v i l y  from t h e  d e p l e t i o n  of s t a f f ,  
and customers.  Even food s a l e s  e x h i b i t e d  a  pronounced decrease  owing t o  t h e  
number o f  i ll  and bedridden people.  Thousands of  i n d i v i d u a l s  were forced  
t o  r e l y  upon t h e  government f o r  food, medicine and r e n t  and by J u l y  
a u t h o r i t i e s  had pa id  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l l i o n  pounds i n  compensation and r e l i e f .  

By l a t e  Ju ly ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had improved markedly throughout most 
of t h e  s t a t e .  In Newcastle, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  months, no new cases  
were admit ted t o  t h e  Waratah Hosp i t a l .  The d i s e a s e ,  however, remained 
p reva len t  i n  t h e  ou t ly ing  d i s t r i c t s  o f  Belmont and Swansea. By t h e  end 
o f  J u l y  t h e  r e l i e f  depot  i n  Newcastle and t h e  Wallsend Emergency Hospi tal  
were c losed ,  and l i f e  was beginning t o  r e t u r n  t o  normal. 

The pandemic had "caused more s u f f e r i n g  than any scourge we have eve r  
had, owing t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o  many people were a f f ec t ed" .  In  New South Wales 
a t o t a l  o f  s i x  thousand, t h r e e  hundred and f i v e  dea ths  had occurred,  
a l though it i s  thought t h a t  l a r g e  numbers d i ed  o f  r e l a t e d  causes,  bu t  whose 
dea ths  were no t  recorded as  being d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  in f luenza .  
In Newcastle medical p r a c t i t i o n e r s  n o t i f i e d  two thousand, f o u r  hundred cases ,  
with fou r  hundred and n ine ty  f o u r  r e g i s t e r e d  dea ths ,  i . e .  dea th  r a t i o  of  
approximately .6% o f  t he  popula t ion ,  t h i s  i n  a  per iod  of l e s s  than h a l f  
a  year!  

The government p a i d  d e a r l y  f o r  t h e  measures it had f e l t  compelled t o  
in t roduce  t o  combat t h e  d i s e a s e .  For example, i n  Newcastle, with a  
popula t ion  o f  90,000, £13,000 was expended i n  running t h e  h o s p i t a l s ,  i n  food 
o r d e r s ,  b lankets  and medicine, with a  l a r g e  amount a l s o  subscr ibed  p r i v a t e l y .  
The government was a l s o  r e spons ib l e  f o r  compensating, a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y ,  
those  ind iv idua l s  disadvantaged by t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed i n  t h e  epidemic 's  
e a r l y  s t a g e s .  

The in f luenza  epidemic had claimed thousands o f  l i v e s ,  caused massive 
f i n a n c i a l  l o s s e s  and d i s rup ted  everyday l i f e  o f  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  an e x t e n t  
unprecedented. Yet today it i s  a  v i r t u a l l y  fo rgo t t en  i n c i d e n t  i n  o u r  h i s t o r y .  
Perhaps t h i s  i s  because o f  t h e  almost sc ience-  f i c t i o n a l  speed wi th  which 
t h e  d i s e a s e  came and went. Except f o r  t hose  who had l o s t  family members, 
l i f e  qu ick ly  r e tu rned  t o  normal. There were no s i g n i f i c a n t  a f t e r - e f f e c t s ,  
no maimed o r  i n j u r e d  people l e f t  a s  a  reminder of  t h e  h o r r o r s  which had passed.  
The r e s t r i c t i o n s  and d i s l o c a t i o n s  were coupled i n  memory with t h e  wartime 
p r o h i b i t i o n s ,  u n t i l  many came t o  t h ink  of t h e  epidemic a s  merely an appendage 
of  World War I .  But although a s  an h i s t o r i c a l  and even a s  a  medical 
phenonemon t h e  in f luenza  epidemic tends t o  be ignored,  t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  
f o r  f i v e  months i n  1919 a  devas t a t ing  i l l n e s s  swept t h e  country,  causing 
a  g r e a t e r  l o s s  i n  l i f e  and i n  economic and personal  l i b e r t y  than  any s i n g l e  
e v e d i n  the  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  na t ion .  
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THE GREAT LOCKOUT 

AN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE IMPACT OF 

THE SHUTDOWN OF NEWCASTLE STEELWORKS 1922/23 

BY 

BRUCE JENKINS 

SYNOPSIS -- 
The economic i l l s  t h a t  bese t  Aus t ra l i a  i n  the  in ter -war  

years  and which culminated i n  the 'Great Depression1 began 
e a r l y  i n  Newcastle. In 1921 a major recess ion  occurred i n  
t h i s  c i t y  when the  B.H.P. Steelworks shu t  down f o r  over  a 
yea r  t o  enable a r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  of p l a n t  t o  be e f f e c t e d .  
This paper at tempts t o  analyse the  e f f e c t s  of t h i s  "lock out" 
on the economic and s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  the  Newcastle a rea .  









Year Newcastle Branch A . E . U .  Unionis t s  Austral ia-wide 
I mean average %age unemp. f o r  lack o f  work 

Unemployed Members A.E  . U .  ( s k i l l e d )  A l l  eng inee r .  

i 
metal  works 

1920 i 2 956 1 .5  3 .8  
1921 1 18 102 1 4 .4  8 .9  
1922 177 1091 4.9 15 .3  
1923 1 32 9 85 2.6 8 .4  
1924 ; 15 1055 2 .1  

I 
8 . 3  

1925 i 12 1112 2 . 1  10.6 I i I 
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cons iderably  eased t h e  unemployment problems o f  t h e  c i t y .  

The lack o f  formal i sed .  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  a l l e v i a t i n g  hardship  
a l s o  meant t h a t  t h e  deprived s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  popula t ion  had t o  
r e l y  on l e s s  formal s t r u c t u r e s .  The degree t o  which i n t r a - f a m i l y  suppor t ,  
i n  days when t h e  family was a  much l a r g e r  u n i t ,  eased dep r iva t ion  i s  
impossible  t o  measure bu t  i t  i s  worthwhile t o  keep i n  mind t h a t  s o c i a l  
support  systems were then der ived  from family,  church and workplace i n  
a  s o c i e t y  lacking  today ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  s u r r o g a t e s .  One semi- 
o f f i c i a l  o rgan i sa t ion  which d id  then  e x i s t  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  needy was t h e  
Newcastle and Northumberland Benevolent Soc ie ty  which appears t o  have 
been t h e  s o r t  o f  middle-class  c h a r i t a b l e  o rgan i sa t ion  operated by gentee l  
l a d i e s  which has  almost disappeared today when government patronage i s  
v a s t l y  p r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  v a r i e t y .  The r eco rds  o f   handout^'^ by 
t h e  Socie ty  during t h e  e a r l y  1920's a r e  i l l u m i n a t i n g  when a s ses s ing  
t h e  impact o f  t h e  s teelworks c losu re .  

Table 4 .  Newcastle and Northumberland Benevolent Socie ty  
Outdoor r e l i e f  payments 1920-25 

1 

Year t o  Tota l  annual payments 
31 Dec. t o  needy E 

1920 989/-/6 
192 1 724/18/5 
1922 1304/14/7 
1923 837/ -/5 
1925 I 930/13/10 

Mean monthly average 
number o f  r e c i p i e n t s  

8  3  
64 
7  5 
6  2  
80 

Source 6  - Outdoor r e l i e f  journa l  Newcastle and Northumberland 
- Benevolent Socie ty  

I t  comes a s  no s u r p r i s e  t o  s ee  a  cons iderable  i nc rease  i n  t h e  payout 
f i g u r e  f o r  1922. What i s  perhaps s u r p r i s i n g ,  though, i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
small  i nc rease  i n  t h e  number o f  r e c i p i e n t s  compared t o  t h e  subsequent 
and preceding years .  I t  i s  n o t  wise t o  draw t o o  many cons lus ions  from 
t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  bu t  it i s  f a i r  t o  con jec tu re  t h a t  they  do i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e  number o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  r e c i p i e n t s  remained remarkably cons tan t  i n  
t h e  years  1920-25 while t h e  need o f  t hose  r e c i p i e n t s  was cons iderably  
g r e a t e r  during 1922. An i n f e rence  may be t h a t  t h e  'hard-core '  needy 
became need ie r  dur ing  t h a t  pe r iod  when money was p a r t i c u l a r l y  scarce  but  
t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number o f  "hard-coreff needy was s l i g h t .  

Another extremely important f i e l d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  when a s s e s s i n g  t h e  
l e v e l s  o f  hardship  endured by t h e  Newcastle popula t ion  i s  t h e  s a l e s  o f  food 
and g roce r i e s  during t h e  pe r iod .  Here t h e  records  o f  t h e  Newcastle and 
Suburban Cooperative Socie ty  (The S to re )  a r e  i nva luab le .  I t s  membership 
r e p r e s e n t s  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  propor t ion  o f  t h e  popula t ion  t o  al low 
use fu l  e x t r a p o l a t i o n  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e s u l t s  and it  had t r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  
s ince  i t s  incep t ion ,  ca t e red  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  working c l a s s  and 
u n i o n i s t s .  









Table 9 Population Newcastle and Suburbs 1920-25 

Year ending Population 
31s t  December I-- -.-. - . -. 

1 i 1920 85,645 
! 

1921 88,640 

j 1922 87,470 
I 

1923 90,350 1 1924 95,070 

Source - S t a t i s t i c a l  Regis te r  o f  New South Walesl920/1-192516 
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SMALL TOWN CINEMA: 

AN ENTERTAINMENT MONOPOLY 

BY 

CATHY GRAHAM 

SYNOPSIS : 

The popular i ty  of t h e  motion p i c t u r e  was a t  i t s  height  i n  Aus t ra l i a  
i n  the  in terwar  years .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  cinema occupied an i n f l u e n t i a l  
pos i t ion  i n  the  community, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  small towns such as Swansea 
where i t  maintained a  v i r t u a l  monopoly on organized s o c i a l  entertainment.  
The nature  of the  monopoly exerc ised  by the  Graceson Theatre i n  Swansea 
i s  examined f o r  the  per iod  1920-1940 agains t  the  l a r g e r  background o f  
developments i n  the  na t iona l  f i l m  indus t ry  and s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  of the  
time. 









annually increas ing percentage.36 The import t ax  on foreign films was 
a l so  re ta ined while Br i t i sh  films remained duty free.37 While empire 
l o y a l i s t s ,  women's groups, c l e r i c s  and Australian f i lm makers applauded , 

t h i s  opposition t o  "American economic and cu l t u r a l  imperialism", f i lm 
exhibi tors  were f a r  l e s s  e n t h u ~ i a s t i c . ~ ~  A s  the p ro t e s t s  of the  
President of  the Federated Pic ture  Showmen's Association of Austral ia,  
M r .  W. Howe, had been explained i n  1927:- 

. . . the  p ic tu res  are  the cheapest form of amusement, 
and h i s  [Howels] Association r e l y  [ s i c ]  mostly on 
the working c l a s s  f o r  support.  The Association 
supplies what the public require ,  and t o  be a 
successful  exh ib i to r  you must give what they demand". 
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"What the  public required" seemed not  t o  accord with what the government 
required,  i f  T.  J .  Dobinson's experiences provide any indicat ion.  Dobinson 
h i r ed  the speci f ied  percentage of quota films but r a r e ly  screene'd them 
because they usually a t t r a c t ed  only sparse audiences. He found it more 
p rof i t ab le  t o  h i r e ,  i n  addit ion a more popular American f i lm and screen 
it i n  place of the  quota film.4a This prejudice was a l so  apparent towards 
Br i t i sh  films and seems not  t o  have been pecu l ia r  t o  Swansea audiences 
i f  the repor t  of the  Br i t i sh  magazine, Bioscope, i s  accurate:- 

In Austra l ia ,  the  exhibi t ion of Br i t i sh  films i s  s a id  
not  be [ s ic ]  have met with universal  success i n  recent  
years.  Exhibitors have s t a t e d  t h a t  there  i s  a d i s t i n c t  
apathy towards them on the p a r t  of the  audiences, owing 
t o  lack of meri t ,  which, i n  tu rn ,  has meant diminished 
box-office re tu rns .  4 1 

Yet, i n  the  same i s sue ,  the  magazine expressed i t s  opinion t ha t : -  

Despite the  f a c t  t h a t  it has been nourished ch ie f ly  on 
American f i lms,  Australian t a s t e  has not  r e a l l y  been 
Americanised, but remains Br i t i sh  i n  fundamentals .42 

Such discussions of the influence of the f i lms on the  publ ic  character  
were common throughout the  interwar period and r e f l e c t ,  the degree of 
power a t t r i bu t ed  t o  the  cinema i n  socie ty .43 Indeed, as l a t e  as  1943, 
the  influence of the cinema was deemed so  great  by one wr i t e r  t h a t  he 
could commend the cinema : - 

. . .not  only as a place of wholesome entertainment, but 
a l so  as a place t o  go f o r  insp i ra t ion ,  guidance and 
ass is tance  i n  a l l  things per ta in ing t o  c i v i c  admi - 
t r a t i o n  and the causes of char i ty  and pat r io t ism.  ais 

P a t r i o t i c  zeal may well account f o r  t h i s  extravagant est imation of the 
ro le  of the cinema bu t ,  a f t e r  twenty years of cinema management, 
T . J .  Dobinson's milder opinion i s  e s sen t i a l l y  the same:- 

To my mind a p ic tu re  thea t re  p ropr ie to r  c a r r i e s  a 
tremendous respons ib i l i ty  t o  the public,  who qu i te  
r i gh t l y  regard t h e i r  thea t res  as not  only places of 
entertainment, but a l so  as centres of soc i a l  in tercourse .  45 
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Dobinson's s ta tement  provides  an accu ra t e  r ep re sen ta t ion  o f  t h e  
r o l e  of  t he  Graceson Theatre  i n  the  small  town o f  Swansea i n  t he  two 
decades between 1920 and 1940. The cinema - was t h e  "centre  o f  s o c i a l  
in te rcourse"  and h e r e i n  l i e s  t h e  answer t o  i t s  un ive r sa l  appeal .  In a 
small  and r e l a t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  community wi th  minimal f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
s o c i a l  func t ions ,  t h e  cinema o f f e red  an inexpensive and e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  
oppor tuni ty  f o r  s o c i a l  i n t e r c o u r s e .  The age o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  dr ive- in  
t h e a t r e s ,  c lubs  and improved t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  had n o t  y e t  a r r ived ,  s o  the  
cinema had l i t t l e  competi t ion wi th  which t o  contend. The a t t r a c t i o n  of 
t h e  f i lms  themselves i s  undeniable  b u t  i t  i s  doubtful  t h a t  a e s t h e t i c  
cons ide ra t ions  were uppermost i n  t h e  minds o f  Swansea c i t i z e n s ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  i n  view o f  t h e  h a b i t s  o f  one r e g u l a r  pa t ron  who i n v a r i a b l y  s l e p t  
through t h e  main s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro  ramme but  asked fel low pa t rons  t o  
"wake me up when t h e  comics c ~ m e ~ ~ ! ~ '  Paradoxica l ly ,  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which 
t h e  Graceson Theat re  became an i n t e g r a l  and commonplace f e a t u r e  o f  t he  
community i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by the  d i f f i c u l t y  experienced by long-term 
r e s i d e n t s  o f  Swansea i n  remembering d e t a i l s  a s soc i a t ed  with i t .  Very 
few can r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c s  y e t  they i n v a r i a b l y  comment: - 

You j u s t  went; 
eve i? body went because t h e r e  was 

nowhere e l s e  t o  go. 





44. Ernest Turnbull,  T o o  Much Done By Too Fewt1 i n  Film Weekly, 
16 December, 1943, p.  19. 

45. Extrac t  from a pol icy  l e t t e r  wr i t t en  by Dobinson on 24 Apr i l ,  1940, 
no t i fy ing  Merriwa res iden t s  of h i s  purchase of the  Astros 
Theatre,  Merriwa. Newcastle Universi ty Archives, llGraceson 
Theatre Col lec t ionw,  A5355. 

46. Interview with Miss L. Boon. 
47. Interviews with such res iden t s  a s  Mesdames Cowmeadow, Boland, Ham, 

and Chalmers, Miss Boon and M r .  Dobinson, a l l  y ie lded t h i s  
t y p i c a l  s tatement.  
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A PRELIMINARY SKETCH OF 

ITALIAN IMMIGRATION TO THE HUNTER REGION 

MAUREEN STRAZZARI 

SYNOPSIS : 

The Hunter Region has never a t t r a c t e d  many o f  the I t a l i a n s  who have 
migrated t o  Aust ra l ia .  This i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  of the  ou te r  region.  
Except f o r  some fishermen i n  t h e  Tuncurry a rea , ,  those I t a l i a n s  who did  
s e t t l e  i n  t h e  Hunter Region before t h e  Second World War were mostly 
from only a few provinces i n  northern I t a l y .  Many of these pre-war 
migrants s e t t l e d  i n  areas o f f e r i n g  employment oppor tuni t ies ,  such as 
Minmi, Kurri Kurri,  Cessnock and Boolaroo, where the re  were coal  mines, 
o r  around the  B.H. P .  Others s e t  up market gardens nea r  Raymond Terrace 
o r  Warners Bay. Some es tab l i shed  t h e i r  own businesses,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
the  r e t a i l  l i quor  t r ade .  The descendents o f  many of  these  pioneer 
migrants,  some of  whom s e t t l e d  i n  the  region as  e a r l y  as 1881, are s t i l l  
l i v i n g  i n  the  region,  although they have been absorped i n t o  the  community 
through marriage. Af ter  t h e  Second World War most I t a l i a n  migrants came 
from t h e  south of I t a l y .  They s t i l l  come from p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e s  o r  
provinces, however, such as Lettopallena,  Caccuri and Venezia-Giulia. 
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The e a r l y  I t a l i a n  migrants t o  Aust ra l ia ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those who 
arr ived during the  period 1876-1899, contained an extremely high prop- 
o r t ion  from North I t a l y ,  mostly from Lombardia and Piemonte, and i n  f a c t  
almost ha l f  came from one small province of Sondrio.16 The only Southern 
I t a l i a n s  coming i n  any numbers were S i c i l i a n s  from the  Lipari Is lands 
(Messina) .17 Jhis  narrow t e r r i t o r i a l  base of o r ig in  was r e f l ec t ed  i n  the  
Hunter ~ e ~ i o n '  which, along with t h e  na t ional  t rend,  although only t o  a 
s l i g h t  degree, saw i n  the  ea r ly  twentieth century, a broadening of t h a t  
base t o  include o ther  northern provinces such a s  veneto.l9 I t  was between 
the wars t h a t  t h e  Southern I t a l i a n s  began t o  overtake t h e i r  northern 
compatriots a s  migrants t o  Aust ra l ia ,  a t rend which has continued. By 
1950 only a l i t t l e  more than a qua r t e r  of t he  I t a l i a n  migrants were from 
the  north.20 The predominance of Southern I t a l i a n s  was, however, a pos t -  
Second World War phenomenon i n  t h e  Hunter Region, where, u n t i l  then,  
except f o r  t he  Tuncurry area ,  t he  provinces of o r ig in  appear overwhelmingly 
t o  have been Lombardia, F r i u l i ,  Veneto and Piemonte. 2 1 

This tendency t o  regional  o r  v i l l a g e  concentrations of set t lement  did 
not  lead t o  s t a t i c  communities inpre-war Aust ra l ia .  Rather, f l uc tua t ing  
regional employment oppor tuni t ies  during t h e  economic depression, and l a t e r ,  
prejudice generated, o r  i n  some cases,  exacerbated, by the  Second World 
War, led t o  f l u i d  I t a l i a n  communities, e spec ia l ly  among t h e  l a rge  proportion 
of unattached I ta l ian-born  males.22 Thus during t h i s  period q u i t e  a number 
of I t a l i a n s  who had been working i n  the  Hunter Region e i t h e r  l e f t  
~ u s t r a l i a , ~ ~  o r  d r i f t e d  away t o  o ther  a reas ,  e spec ia l ly  Queensland and the  
Riverina. Some l e f t  permanently, o thers  temporarily,  when they were 
unable t o  obtain work during the  depression, o r  when they were put off 
from places of employment, such a s  the  B . H . P . ,  and Stockton Borehole 
Col l ie ry ,  during. the  war years .24 Others escaped economic competition by 
becoming self-employed, of ten a s  market gardeners.  25 Several i n  the  loca l  
region, who had land i n  Raymond Terrace, and l a t e r ,  Warners Bay, were i n  
t h i s  way ab le  t o  o f f e r  a s s i s t ance  t o  t h e i r  unemployed fellow-countryment. 2 6 

The o r ig in  of I t a l i a n  set t lement  i n  the  Hunter Region da tes  back a t  
l e a s t  t d  1881, and the  Marquis de Rayst i l l - f a t e d  and fraudulent attempt 
t o  colonise New I re land ,  which r e su l t ed  i n  about 200 I t a l i a n s  being 
rescued by the  New South Wales Government. S i r  Henry Parkes made it 
c l e a r  t o  them on a r r i v a l  t h a t  t he re  would be no approval of t h e i r  s e t t i n g  
up "a colony within a colonyft and t h a t  they must a l l  accept any f a i r  o f f e r  
of employment. 27 M r .  Carlo Marina from Murrumburrah made arrangements fo r  
some of these  people t o  be employed a t  various p a r t s  of t he  colony, 
including ~ e s s n o c k  .28 During the following two years ,  however, most of 
these  I t a l i a n s  followed Rocco Caminati i n  forming a set t lement  on t h e  
North Coast of New South Wales, which came t o  be known a s  New ~ t a l ~ . ~ '  
Prominent among them was t h e  Nardi family.30 Not a l l  t h e  s e t t l e r s  i n  
New I t a l y  had been on the  Marquis de Rays1 expedition; t he re  were some 
I t a l i a n s  who had heard about New I t a l y  and t r a v e l l e d  the re  from other  
a reas .  One such was M r .  Innocente Talamini, who subsequently married 
one of the  Nardi daughters, Annetta. The Talaminis l e f t  New I t a l y  i n  
1914 f o r  Sydney. A l i t t l e  l a t e r  they came t o  t h e  Hunter Region, t o  the  
Hunter River Hotel i n  East Maitland, and i n  December 1924 they opened up 
t h e i r  wine shop i n  ~ o o l a r o o . ~ ~  

Not a l l  the  survivors  of t h e  Marquis de Rays' expedition went t o  
New I t a l y .  The th ree  Scala brothers ,  f o r  ins tance ,  s e t t l e d  immediately 
i n  the  Hunter Region, a t  Minmi, and Raymond Terrace .32 Adella, a daughter 
of M r .  and Mrs. Angelo Scala,  who had acquired a property i n  Stroud Road, 
Euralong, near  Raymond Terrace, married Faustino Ch ia re l l i .  The C h i a r e l l i s  
l ived  a t  Wallsend, and M r .  Ch ia re l l i  worked a s  a coal miner a t  Minmi. 
Later,  when the  mine opened a t  Cessnock, they s e t t l e d  there.33 



Another family from t h e  famed expedi t ion  was t h e  Ros family.34 This  
family s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  Guildford a r e a  i n  Sydney, and when Vito Loscocco, 
a  s a i l o r  working on c o a s t a l  s h i p s ,  went t o  Sydney i n  1883 t o  be esented  
with a  gold medal f o r  h i s  p a r t  i n  a  rescue  on the  Clarence River3' he met 
Miss Vi rg in i a  Ros, whom he l a t e r  marr ied.  Mr. Loscocco became a p i l o t  
boatman i n  Newcastle and was involved i n  another  rescue ,  t h a t  of  t h e  
IAdolphe1, a t  t h e  en t rance  t o  Newcastle Harbour, i n  1904. He l ived  a t  
t h e  P i l o t  Ter ra  e ,  Pa rne l l  P lace ,  Newcastle, with h i s  family,  u n t i l  h i s  
death i n  1916. 38 

From these  beginnings,  t h e r e  was by t h e  l a t e  1920s, a  permanent 
nucleus of  I t a l i a n  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  Newcastle-Cessnock region .  Some had 
s e t t l e d  i n  small groups around p laces  of employment. For example, t h e  
F i l i p u z z i ,  Pirona and Movig l i a t t i  f a m i l i e s  were i n  t h e  Maryvil le ,  Mayfield 
a r e a s .  Others,  l i k e  t h e  Morellos,  l i v e d  a t  Boolaroo, near  t h e  Stockton 
Borehole Co l l i e ry ,  while  t h e  P i l a t t i ,  Toneguzzi and Negri f ami l i e s  had 
land f o r  market gardening i n  Bayview S t r e e t ,  Warners Bay (now Mount 
Hutton) .  Although t h e r e  were exceptions,  f o r  example, t h e  Cardenzanas, 
who a r r i v e d  i n  1921, it was gene ra l ly  t h e  very  e a r l y  I t a l i a n s  who s e t t l e d  
a t  Minmi, Kurri  Kurri  and Cessnock. Some of  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  had, by 
t h e  l a t e  1920s, e s t a b l i s h e d  bus inesses .  The Talaminis,  a s  mentioned 
above, had a  wine shop i n  Boolaroo, M r .  Giovanni Ruggero (and l a t e r ,  h i s  
widow) was a  f r u i t  and wine r e t a i l e r  i n  Newcastle, and t h e  Bonomini, 
Ruggeri and Cardenzana f ami l i e s  had success fu l ly  en tered  the  h o t e l  
bus iness .  37 To adminis te r  t o  t h e i r  medical needs was D r .  Giuseppe 
Marol l i ,  whose p r a c t i c e  was i n  Denison S t r e e t ,  Hamilton. D r .  Marol l i  
had a r r i v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a s  a  young man i n  1 9 0 6 ~ ~  and had served a s  a  
Major i n  t h e  Aust ra l ian  Army i n  t h e  f i r s t  World Many I t a l i a n s  
v i v i d l y  r e c a l l  he lp ing  t o  b u i l d  h i s  f l v i l l a ' l  a t  Kilaben Bay (which i s  s t i l l  
s tanding)  .40 

M r .  Frank Bonofigl io of Kahibah r e t a i n s  l i n k s  with these  pre-war 
years  by l i v i n g  next  door (and on t h e  same p l o t  of land) t o  t h e  family 
house which h i s  p ionee r ing  f a t h e r  b u i l t  from.mud b r i c k s .  The house has 
been extended and i s  now occupied by a  t h i r d  genera t ion  o f  Bonofiglios,  
and t h e i r  chi ldren.41 Also, Mrs. F i l i p u z z i  of  Maryvil le  has remained i n  
t h e  same house which h e r  l a t e  husband occupied when he f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  
A u s t r a l i a  i n  1924. The home of  h e r  daughter ,  Mrs. Maria Pirona,  backs 
on t o  t h e  F i l l i p u z z i  home. 4 2 

The h i s t o r y  of  t h e  F i l ipuzz i -P i rona  f ami l i e s  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  l o c a l  
example of a  pre-war migrat ion chain t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  and i t s  r e a c t i v a t i o n  
a f t e r  t he  Second World War. I t  a l s o  demonstrates t h e  suppor t ive  and 
cohesive r e l a t i o n s  which p reva i l ed  between members of t h e  cha in ,  i n  s p i t e  
of  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  geographic d i spe r s ion  during t h e  pre-war yea r s  of  
economic depress ion ,  

The chain began with M r .  Dominico F i l i p u z z i  from t h e  province of 
Udine, who had a l r eady  been t o  South America be fo re  t h e  F i r s t  World War, 43 

and had r e tu rned  t o  I t a l y  where he served i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  Army, be fo re  
deciding t o  come t o  A u s t r a l i a .  A young man who l i v e d  i n  t h e  ad jo in ing  
v i l l a g e ,  and who had heard of  Mr. F i l i p u z z i  and h i s  depar ture ,  went 
over  t h e  br idge  t o  t h e  neighbouring v i l l a g e  t o  c a l l  on M r .  F i l i p u z z i ' s  
wife, t o  enquire  how h e r  husband was f a r i n g  and a l s o  t o  ask f o r  h i s  
address .  When Mrs. F i l i p u z z i  a r r i v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  t h e  fol lowing year  
with h e r  t h r e e  ch i ld ren  ( a  f o u r t h  was born i n  A u s t r a l i a ) ,  t h e  young man, 
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M r .  Giobatta Pirona, was l i v ing  i n  the  F i l ipuzz i  home a t  Maryville.  Two 
years l a t e r ,  Giobatta acted a s  guarantor f o r  h i s  bro ther ,  Aldo, t o  come 
t o  Aust ra l ia ,  and from then on q u i t e  a number o f  paesani (fellow v i l l age r s )  
a r r ived .  Because of t h e  lack o f  employment o p p o r m s  i n  the  Hunter 
Region, t h i s  group of men; including Aldo Pirona, l e f t  Newcastle t o  work i n  
Queensland, but  they used t o  r e tu rn  t o  the  F i l ipuzz i  home each Christmas, 
and s t a y  f o r  several  weeks. Typical ly,  these men, who had a r r ived  from 
I t a l y  unattached, gradually sent  f o r  t h e i r  wives and family, o r  returned 
t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  i n  I t a l y  t o  marry. One, M r .  Leonarduzzi, had been l e f t  
a widower with fou r  ch i ldren ,  including a son, Neil .  In the meantime, 
i n  1938, M r .  Giobatta Pirona had married one of  the  F i l ipuzz i  daughters,  
Maria. After  the  war, i n  1948, h i s  bro ther ,  Aldo, returned t o  I t a l y  t o  
be married. The following year ,  when h i s  wife came t o  Aust ra l ia ,  she 
brought with her  her  s i s t e r ,  who, it had been arranged, was t o  go t o  
Queensland t o  marry the  widower, M r .  Leonarduzzi. (The couple were known 
t o  one another,  being paesani . )  On the  same sh ip  t o  Aust ra l ia  was Angelo, 
another Pirona brother-~iobatta had sponsored, and who went t o  l i v e  
i n  Sydney with Aldo, who by t h a t  time had found work the re  with a firm 
owned by I t a l i a n s ,  The Malocco   rot hers.^^ Also on the  ship was 
M r .  Carlo Narboni, who had been nominated by M r .  F i l i p  M r .  Narboni 
had been i n  Aust ra l ia  s ince  1941 a s  a prisoner-of-war. e was sent  t o  
Fort Scratchley i n  1945, along with o the r  I t a l i a n  prisoners-of-war and it 
was while he was there  t h a t  he met the  F i l ipuzz i  and Pirona f ami l i e s ,  and 
used t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  homes. He was shipped back t o  I t a l y  a t  t he  end of 
1946 but a year  l a t e r  he returned t o  Aust ra l ia  and i n  1950 he married 
Mrs. Maria P i ronals  younger s i s t e r ,  Caterina F i l ipuzz i ,  and the  couple 
s e t t l e d  a t  Raymond Terrace. Eventually,  t h e i r  daughter married Neil 
Leonarduzzi from Queensland. This couple a l s o  s e t t l e d  a t  Raymond 
Terrace, but  t h e i r  name has been changed t o  ~ e o n a r d . ~ ~  

M r .  and Mrs. Narbonils daughter i s  an exception i n  the Newcastle- 
Cessnock region. Almost invar iab ly  the descendents of the pre-war 
I t a l i a n  migrants have been absorbed by intermarriage i n t o  the Austral ian 
community. While many of t h e i r  names, e .g.  C h i a r e l l i  , Bonomini, 
Toneguzzi, Ruggeri, Ruggero, F i l i puzz i ,  Pirona, Morello, Omodei, 
Movigl ia t t i ,  Talamini, Bonofiglio, Sedran, Scala,  Cardenzana, have been 
re ta ined  through the  male members of  t he  f ami l i e s ,  t h e  female members, 
with married names l i k e  Wakley, Ritchie,  Sweet, a r e  indis t inguishable  
from t h e i r  s i s t e r s  of  Br i t i sh  o r ig in .  Some I t a l i a n  names such a s  
Loscoco, Negri and Conti w i l l  d i e  ou t ,  a s  o thers  have already,  because 
the re  a re  no male h e i r s ,  and the re  a r e  the  occasional names, l i k e  
Leonarduzzi , which have been changed. 47 

I t  i s  not poss ib le ,  within the  l i m i t s  of t h i s  essay,  t o  look a t  the 
post-war migration i n  the  Hunter Region i n  any depth, but  it seems 
des i rab le  t o  include i n  t h i s  background study a very b r i e f  introduct ion 
t o  some in t e re s t ing  aspects  which could be expanded i n  any fu tu re ,  more 
comprehensive h i s t o r y .  

One i n t e r e s t i n g  aspect concerns the  migration chain t o  Aust ra l ia  
from the v i l l a g e  of Lettopalena, Abbruzzi, which da tes  back t o  the  1920s 
i n  Queensland, but  which d id  not  gain momentum, o r  take root  i n  Newcastle, 
u n t i l  a f t e r  the Second World War, and i t  did so then a s  the r e s u l t  of the  
v i l l a g e  being destroyed by German bombs i n  1 9 4 3 . ~ ~  The f i r s t  Le t t e s i  
a r r ived  i n  Newcastle i n  1947 and by 1962 the  number had r i s e n  t o  86,49 
while the community a t  t he  present  time comprises some 100 fami l ies .  50 
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This f i r m  employed I t a l i a n  t e r razzo  workers, some of whom came t o  
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block of t h e  Royal Newcastle H o s ~ i t a l :  see  The Newcastle 
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Address by t h e  Minister  f o r  Immigration, t h e  Hon. H . F .  Opperman, 
t o  the  I t a l i a n  Society f o r  In te rna t iona l  Organization, Rome, 
27 Apr i l ,  1965, p.5.  
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