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P R E F A C E  

Each y e a r  s t u d e n t s  I n  t h o  H l s t o r y  l I S  C l a s s  a r e  asked I n  

F i r s t  Term t o  r e s e a r c h  a pape r  o n  some a s p e c t  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  

A u s t r a l  1 a  b e f o r e  F e d e r a t  I o n  t h a t  I n t e r e s t s  them, b a s l n g  t h e t r  

work, wherever  possible, on p r l m a r y  sources .  Some o f  t h e s e  pape rs  

r e a c h  h l g h  s tanda rds ,  and n o t  l n f r e q u o n t l y  make o r l g l n a l  

c o n t r l b u t l o n s  t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  h l s t o r y ,  e s p e c l a l  l y  t o  

t h e  l o c a l  h l s t o r y  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n .  

T h l s  c o t  l e c t l o n  o f  f l v e  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  p r e s e n t e d  t h l s  y e a r  

has been assembled t o  make t h e  f r u l t s  o f  some o f  t h l s  r e s e a r c h  

a v a l  l a b l e  t o  o t h e r s ,  and a t  t h e  same t l m e  t o  show s t u d e n t s  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  o f  work t h a t  can  be achieved. These essays  a r e  n o t  

n e c e s s a r l l y  t h o  b e s t  essays ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  good ones  and a r e  

technical l y  we1 l p r e s e n t o d .  They have been chosen,  however, more 

t o  demons t ra te  t h e  v a r l e t y  o f  I s s u e s  t h a t  I n t e r e s t  s t u d e n t s :  

l o c a l  as  w e l l  a s  n a t l o n a l ;  f ema le  a s  w e l l  a s  male;  b l a c k  a s  wet l 

and w h l t o .  

Thsy d l s p l a y  a  s o l l d  background and p r o v l d e  an i n s f g h t  i n t o  

s e v e r a l  themes deve loped d u r l n g  t h e  F l r s t  Term. I n  t h l s  way t h e y  

constitute a  u s e f u l  supp lement  t o  t h o  c o u r s e  and s h o u l d  p r o v o  

I n t e r e s t i n g  r e a d l n g .  

I t  I s  hoped t h a t  t h l s  p r o J e c t  w l l l  c o n t l n u e  f r o m  y e a r  t o  yea r  

b o t h  t o  encourage r e s e a r c h  and o r l g l n a l  l t y  and t o  s l o w l y  b u l  I d  up 

a body o f  m a t e r l a l  t o  w h l c h  l a t e r  s t u d e n t s  can r e f e r .  

Caro  l ~ a c k h l  

P e t e r  Hempensta l l 
Noel R u t h e r f o r d  
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JAMES MUDIE, C I V I L I A N  MAGISTRATE, PROPERTY OWNER - 
CASTLE FORBES, PATR ICKS PLA INS 

b y  L o i s  G r e e n w e l l  

James Mud ie ,  ! ' t h e  F l o g g i n g  Majorv i ,  was n o t o r i o u s  I n  t h e  c o l o n y  . 
o f  New S o u t h  Wales d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  f o r  t h e  l l  I - t r e a t m e n t  o f  h i s  
a s s i g n e d  s e r v a n t s ,  h i s  r i g i d  and  u n s h a k e a b l e  v l e w s  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and h i s  i m p l a c a b l e  h a t r e d  o f  G o v e r n o r  R i c h a r d  
B o u r k e  whose en1 i g h t e n e d  v l e w s  on r e m e d i a l  p u n i s h m e n t  c u t  i n t o  
t h e  v e r y  f a b r i c  o f  M u d l e 1 s  b e l i e f s  and t o  whom h e  a s c r i b e d  t h e  r e a s o n  
f o r  h i s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  c o n t r o i l t n g  h i s  s e r v a n t s  and h l s  e v e n t u a l  
' ' f o r c e d "  d I sposa I o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  I F C a s t l e  F o r b e s " .  

I n  h i s  v i n d i c t i v e n e s s  t o w a r d s  B o u r k e  he Imp1 l c a t e d  o t h e r s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l  y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  Roger  T h e r r y  and W i  l l lam Wat t ,  a  
T i c k e t - o f - l e a v e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Sydney G a z e t t e ,  whom he saw a s  i n  
l e a g u e  w l t h  t h e  c o r r u p t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  H i s  venom was b o u n d l e s s  
and s u p p o r t o d  a t  a1 l  t l m e s  b y  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  rectitude o f  
h  l s  methods. .  

o f  s l a v e s .  The c o l o n y  o f  New S o u t h  Wales was established w l t h  I t s  
own p a r t i c u l a r  b r a n d  o f  s l a v e r y ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  sys tem.  
Though I t  was l a t e r  a b h o r r e n t  t o  many E n g l i s h m e n  t o  t h i n k  o f  men I n  
bondage and a t  t h e  mercy  o f  t h o s o  e n t r u s t e d  w l t h  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  
w e l f a r e ,  i t  was a p p a r q n t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a  j u s t  and C h r i s t i a n  a c t  t o  
t r a n s p o r t  f e l o n s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  and t h e r e  a s s l g n  
t h e m  t o  p r i v a t e  m a s t e r s .  T h i s  s y s t e m  f o s t e r e d  t h e  emergence o f  an 
a n t i p o d e a n  Simon L e g r e e  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  James M u d i e  Esq. o f  
C a s t l e  F o r b e s ,  who a r r l v e d  I n  1822 and was g r a n t e d  2150 a c r e s  o f  
l a n d  a t  P a t r i c k s  P l a l n s .  The g r a n d i l o q u e n t  t i t l e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
was a  s y c o p h a n t i c  g e s t u r e  t o  S i r  C h a r l e s  F o r b e s  who had been h i s  

The f e r t i l e  l a n d  was sown t o  wheat  and M u d i e  was g r a n t e d  
7 0  c o n v i c t s  a s  l a b o u r e r s  and herdsman f o r  h i s  f l o c k s ,  w l t h  t h o  num'ber 
r e a c h i n g  120 a t  h a r v e s t  t l m e s .  

The f a r m  p r o s p e r e d  and  was r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  p r o d u c e r  o f  
e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  g r a i n  a t  a  h i g h  y i e l d  p e r  a c r e .  Though t h e  r a t h e r  
r a m s h a c k l e  b u i l d i n g s  be1 f e d  t h e l r  i m p o s i n g  name, M u d l e  assumed 
an a r r o g a n c e  even  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  w h l c h  he  had p o s s e s s e d  o n  h i s  
a r r  l v a  I .  He had been c a s h i e r e d  f rom t h e  a rmy  and had been d e c l  a r e d  
i n s o l v e n t  a f t e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  a  scheme t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  and s e l  l 
meda ls  a f t e r  W a t e r l o o .  As a  r e s u l t  he was g i v e n  t h e  s a r c a s t i c  t i t l e  
o f  " M a j o r  Meda l l i o n " .  Though he q u i c k l  y  d r o p p e d  t h e  second  p a r t ,  
he p r o u d l y ,  t h o u g h  1 1 l e g a l  l y  r e t a i n e d  t h e  ' 'MaJor" f o r  i t s  
p r e s t i g e  v a l u e .  

He had e x t r e m e l y  f o r c o f u l  and  f i x e d  I d e a s  o n  t h e  r e a s o n s  for 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  w h l c h  s h o u l d  be  meted  o u t  t d  
t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  c o n v i c t s .  He f e l t  t h a t  " l n d u i g e n c e  m e r e l y  l m p a l r s  
t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s .  P r o l o n g a t i o n  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  1's j u s t i f i e d ,  e v e n  
when r e f o r m a t i o n  has been a c h i e v e d ,  because  i t a c t s  a s  a  d e t e r r a n t  
t o  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s  ' i n  E n g l a n d u .  ( I  To r e i n f o r c e  h l s  v l e w s  h e  
a d o p t e d  f e a r  o f  s e v e r e  p u n i s h m e n t  a s  h i s  means t o  f o r c e  t h e  
c o n v i c t s  t o  work  l o n g  h o u r s  un.der p o o r  c o n d l t l o n s .  T h e y  were 
housed i n  h a s t i l y  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  p d o r i y  b u l  I t  s h a c k s ,  were  u n d e r -  
n o u r i s h e d  and were s a d i s t i c a l  l y .  f l o g g e d  f o r  m i n o r  i n f r i n g e m e n t s  o f  
r u l e s  s e t  b y  t h e l r  master , .  M u d l e  was " i n t e n s e l y  p r o u d  o f  h l s  



achievements I n  c r o a t l n g  a  c l v l  1 I z a t l o n  where h e r e t o  t h e r e  had been 
barbar.1 sm;'. ( 2 )  Roger  T h e r r y ,  a  b a r r l s t e r  and Commlss loner  o f  t h e  
Cour t . .  o f  Reques ts ,  c l  a lmed t h a t  f r o m  h l s  c o n v l c t s  'he c o n t r l v e d  t o  
e x t r a c t  t h e  l a r g e s t  amount o f  l a b o u r  a t  t h e  l e a s t  p o s s l  b l e  c o s t "  
and " l o o k e d  upon p e r p e t u a l  p u n l s h m e n t  a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a t e  o f  a l  l 
p e r s o n s  who had o n c e  e r r e d .  T h f s  s h o u l d  be c o n t  l n u e d  even  when 
t h e  j u d  I c I a I  s e n t e n c e  p ronounced  I n  Eng land  was c o m p l e t e d " .  ( 3 )  

H l s  s a d l s t l c ,  Inhuman t r e a t m e n t  was common knowledge  I n  t h e  
young  c o l o n y .  D r .  West, I n  h l s  ''History o f  Tasmania", s a l d  t h a t  
Mud le  was ' N o t  f l t t e d  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  h l s  f e l  l ow coun t rymen. .  . 
he spoke o f  t h e  men he employed I n  t h e  t o n e  o f  an e x e c u t l o n e r l ' .  ( 4 )  

I t  was t h e r e f o r e  l n e v l t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  "MaJorl; s h o u l d  come I n t o  
c o n f l  I c t  w l t h  Governor  R l c h a r d  Bou rke ,  who had a r r i v e d  I n  t h e  c o l o n y  
I n  December, 1831. Here was a man " o f  I l b e r a l  educa t l on . . .who  
commanded g e n e r a l  r e s p e c t  and who had t a l e n t  and  k l n d l  l n e s s  combined':. 
( 5 )  W.C.Wentworth s a l d  o f  Bou rke  a t  h l s  f a r o w e l  l t h a t  "The c o l o n y  
k:,d been a  scene o f  r a p l n e ,  v l o l e n c e  and d l s o r d e r  b u t  ( B o u r k e )  
b r o u g h t  u n i v e r s a l  poace and p r o s p o r l t y .  He had g o t  r l d  o f  t h e  p a r d  
p r e s s ,  had g l v e n  up t h e  a s s l g n m e n t  o f  c o n v l c t s  I n t o  o t h e r  hands,  
had I n t r o d u c e d  t r l a l  by  j u r y  on a  more extensive s c a l e ,  had s topped  
h u n t l n g  men down a s  t h o u g h  t h e y  were savage b e a s t s ,  had r e s t o r e d  
r e l l g l o u s  equa l  l t y  among a l l  c l a s s e s  and had behaved magnanimously 
t o w a r d s  t h o s e  who had launched t r u c u l e n t  a t t a c k s  on h l s  
government1' .  (6 

The v i e w s  o f  Bourke  and Mud le  were  t h u s  d l a m e t r l c a l  l y  opposed  
and t h e  r l f t  began t o  widen,  e s p e c l a l  l y  when Bourke  passed a  l a w  
r e s t r l c t l n g  pun l shmen t  o f  c o n v i c t s  t o  50 l ashes .  The l n f  l u e n t f a l  
John Dunmore Lang, P r e s b y t e r l a n  c l e r g y m a n ,  p o l  l t l c l a n  and w r l t e r ,  
c o n s l d e r e d  t h e  l a s h  " A  t h o r o u g h l y  d o g r a d l n g  and b r u t a l  l z l n g  s p q c l o s  
o f  pun lshment " ,  and f e l t  t h a t  B o u r k e ' s  d e c l s l o n  was "highly 
creditable t o  h l s  sense o f  J u s t l c e  and en1 l g h t e n e d  humanity''. ( 7 )  
Mudle  d l s a g r e e d  and a l s o  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  Bou rke  " 1  l s t e n e d  t o ,  
c o m f o r t e d  and a d v l s e d " ;  ( 8 )  I n s t e a d  o f  t a k f n g  l n t o  c u s t o d y ,  a n  
a s s l g n e d  c o n v l c t  who escaped f r o m  C a s t l e  F o r b e s  and t r a v e l l e d  t h e  
140 m l  l e s  t o  Sydney w l t h  a  p e t l t l o n  c h a r g l n g  Mud le  w l t h  o p p r e s s l o n .  
Bou rke l s  p r l v a t e  s e c r e t a r y ,  h l s  son, a d v l s e d  t h e  c o n v l c t  t o  r e t u r n  
and gave h l m  a  l e t t e r  t o  Mud le  e x p l a l n l n g  t h e  c l r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  
s u g g e s t f n g  t h a t  t h e  m a s t e r  " o v e r l o o k  h l s  f a u l t " ,  ( 9 )  and t h e  man 
would  p r o b a b l y  mend h l s  ways a s  he seemed s o r r y  f o r  h l s  m l s c o n d u c t .  
The c o n v l c t  f o l l o w e d  t h e s e  l n s t r u c t l o n s .  Mud le  was t h u n d e r s t r u c k  
a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  a c t l o n s  and d a t e d  h l s  subsequen t  m l  s f o r t u n e s  
f r om t h e  t l m e  o f  t h e  l n c l d e n t .  When t h e  c o n v l c t  was a g a l n  on h l s  
p ro :e r ty  Mud le  had h l m  a r r e s t e d  and t r l e d  b e f o r e  a  bench  o f  c l v l  1 I a n  
n ~ a g l s t r a t e s ,  a1 I  l a n d h o l d e r s  and m a s t e r s  o f  a s s l g n e d  l a b o u r ,  by  
whom he was f ound  g u l  l t y  and sen tenced  t o  an I r o n  gang. 

By p r o v l n g  h l m s e l f  t o  be t h e  f r l e n d  o f  t h e  c o n v l c t s ,  M u d l e  
c la imed,  t h e  Gove rno r  had s e t  t h o  s t a s e  f o r  r e b e l  I I o n  and "had 
s t 1  r r e d  up t h e  p o l s o n  t h e  m a g l s t r a t e s  were t r y l n g  t o  c o u n t e r a c t " .  ( I  0 )  
C o n v l c t s  were now I n s o l e n t  and l n s u b o r d l n a t e  and Mud l e  a t t e m p t d d  
t o  subdue t h l s  new s p l r l t  by I n c r e a s e d  severity. On 5 t h  November 
1833 SIX o f  h l s  c o n v l c t s ,  I n  d e s p e r a t l o n ,  r e v o l t e d ,  l o c k e d  up t h e  
a b s e n t  M u d l e ' s  w l f e  and s e r v a n t s  and robbod  t h e  homestead. Now 
armed, t h e y  went I n  s e a r c h  o f  John  Larnach ,  M u d l e l s  s o n - l n l a w  and  
rnerc l  l e s s  o v e r s e e r .  Ho was found ,  and h l s  l l f e  was t h r e a t e n e d  
b u t  he escaped and t h e  c o n v l c t s  absconded.  E l g h t  days  l a t e r  t h e y  
were c a p t u r e d  and t r l e d  I n  Sydney. Though no  p r o v l s l o n  was mads 
f o r  c o n v l c t s  t o  have c o u n s e l ,  an anonymous b e n e f a c t o r ,  t h o u g h t  
t o  be an e m a n c i p f s t ,  engaged t h e  b a r r l s t e r ,  Roger  T h e r r y  t o  
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  men. T h e l r  gu t  I t  was o b v l o u s  and T h e r r y  f e l t  t h e t  
t h e  o n l y  excuse  c o u l d  be m l t l g a t l n g  circumstances. The t r l a l  
caused a  s e n s a t l o n  and t h e  c o u r t  was t o l d  o f  p e r p e t u a l  and e x c e s s l v e  
f l o g g i n ~ s  wh l ch  were o f  a  n a t u r e  t o  shock  even a  c o l o n y  where 
b r u t a l  i t y  was commonplace. "The men were I n  u t t e r  h o p e l e s s n e s s  












