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convicts and thO free people is now almost extinct,
and there are N0 gangs of prisoners employed on
the streets as was formerly tho case. Several of
the principal merehants and ship-brokers belong to
the former elass, and some of them are good
citizens and good masters.

I have occasionally seen seven Or eight prisoners
heavily ironed, marched through €hecity, guarded
by policemen armed with pistols, to prevent any
resistance or attempts fo escape. Scones such as
these gave one a faint idea of what the condition
of Sydney must have been before the abolition of
transportation.

A railway was fast progressing towards completion
{and IS now | believe finished), between Sydney and
Paramaita, so that this queen of eities is now Meat
with all the appliances of the advanced civilization
of Europe and the West.

My next fishing cxoursion was in Rushentter
Bay, and a rare day's sport We bad. We visited
Double Bay and many other interesting parts of the
harbour. On that occasion We patronised Mr.
Vineent of Darlinghurst. We caught bream and
yellow-{ail, and several beaufiful rock cod and
parrotfish. My eompanions directed my attention
to many beautiful places along the shores of these
bays. A place In Rushcntter Bay wes pointed out
where a son Of Sir Thomas Mifehell perished from
the bite OF a snake, some years ago.
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At tho time of this excursion I had been two
months in Sydney, and there was scareely a day
during whiek | lad not some short pleasure-trip
in the harbour or into the country. The weather
was fine and dry all th: & fime, except during two
thunderstorms, and the; were harmless and of brief
duration. The only i:me that I ean remember
weather equally fine at home, was during the sum-
mer Of 1826. Anyone whose recollection ean carry
him back to that period will be able te form some
idea of the fineness of the climate, I well remem-
ber the bright sunsets and short twilights of that
exceedingly dry summer. Darkness set N almost
as suddenly after snnset as it does in Australia
The peceliar dryness of the atmosphere was doubt-
less the cause of that phenomenon in both places.

One Saturday afternoon, | looked into a book-
seller’s window in George-street, and my attention
was attracted by a pamphlet, which contained an
account Of the Hunicr River, and the country
round Maitland, by & elergyman then residing in
the Iatter locality. O the back of the book there
was a quotation from: Scripture :—Deunteronomy
Chap. 8th, and part of the 7th, and the whole of
tho 8th verse. 'This assage was applied to des-
cribo the fertility of tl.at part of the ecountry. It
reads thus:—*A land of brooks of water, of
fountains and depths that spring out of vallies and
hills A land of wheat, and barley, and vincs, and
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figtrees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive,
and honey.” | thonght that a place answering
this delightful deseription would amply repay a
visit, and | determined to go there as soon as
possible.

Two days later | went t the Steamers’ wharf,
and took a berth in one of the Hunter River
steamers, | got a return ticket in the second
cabin for 24s. The distance I had to go was 100
miles.  The Tamar steamer by which I was to
travel, was an old vessel, but she had just ender-
gone a thorough repair, and was said to be.in
excellent eondition. She Wes a wood boat of
narrow build, and not well caleulated t stand the
buffettings of a heavy sea, It was nearly eleven
at night before we started. 1 hadwith me ayoung
sailor for a companion, called James Worth,
a native of Newcastle-on-Tyne. And hii namo
was no misnomer, for ha was a most worthy
character. We stcamed down the harbour at half
specd, and kept a bell ringing till after passing the
light ship, Tho aspect of the city as we went
slowly along Dy it was surpassingly grand. Al
the steamers that pass down the harbour at night
are compelled to ring a bell, 1 worn any boats that
may be near of their approach.  Accidents fre-
quently occurred before this regulation came into
force, some of which were attended with loss of
life, through boats being run down by the steamers,
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When we reached the Heads, we found a heavy
sea ruaning from the south, and the Z'amar soon
rolied the greater part of the passengers into a
state Of sea-sickness. I and my friend, after mid-
night, went down inte the second eabir, where we
got into a berth head to feet, turd remained there
several hours, watching the doings of the sailors
and passengers, as it was impossible fo sleep, such
was the uproar and disturbance. The majority of
the passengers were gold diggers, returning home
from Melbourne, and those Who were not sick
were almost deliriouswith drinking. There was a
place In both cabins for the sale of liquor, The
firemen drank, tho sailors drank, and most of tho
passengers drauk, till their language became dis-
gusting and blasphemous in the extreme. The
uproar from tho effects of drink made the ship a
complcte floating Bedlam.

About three o’clock a.m., the stoward of the
sceond-cabin, who was a young Frenchman, had
occasion to go upon deck. During his absence,
some half-dozen Of the sailors and firemen got into
his pantry, and made free with Ids liquors. When he
returncd thoy pulled the door to, and fastened himin,
and ammuscd themselves by listening { o him thundering
at the door and swearing in broken English for
more than an hour before they would release him.

About half-past four we sighted the Nobbies,
two small hills at the entrance of Newcastle
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Harboar and Hunter River. Far in tho distance we
could see a long stretch of high land -tending
towards the east, and terminatingin the bold heads
of Port Stephens. At six o’clock we passed the
Nobbies, and the eity of Newcastle barst vpon our
view. We steamed slowly alongside one of the
wharfs, which was at that early hour erewded with
people, amongst Whom were many hideous-locking
male and female natives.

Newecastle, which in size is a mere village, had
a comfortable appearance When seen from the har-
bour; and I m s m impressed with itS general air,
that | determinedto pay it a more lengthened Visit
after | had returned to Sydney.

After half-an-hour’s detention I landing passen.
gers, mail-bags, and other cargo, we resumed our
course up the harbour, in the direction of a dense
looking forest. In afew minutes we gazed on the
beauties of the peaceful Hunter, winding itS way
through ¢ aland flowingwith milk and honey.”

On looking down into the cabin | saw an ample
breakfast provided, for the moderate charge of two
shillings. This was double the prico dF the morning
meal in ono of these boats before the gold dis-
coverics, - I was in no humeur to quarrel With the
new regulation, so | went below with Worth ard
made a hearty breakfast, after which we resumed
our places on deck in good humour With ourselves,
and everybody, and everything around wus.
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oy
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» «The Last Native, . Arrival at Maitiand.

Tue Hunier is a quarter of a mile in breadth a
short distance from Neweastle.  Some miles above
ig the litlle island of Mosquito, famed for its finc
fruit. There are several flats or shallow places in
the river, which stcamers have great difficulty in
passing when the river is low. These flats abound
with mud oysters; and prawns, erabs, erayfish, and

R



242 AUSTRALIA AND

lobsters are caught in great numbers. Tho Sydney
market t0 a great extent is supplied from this
source.

The sunwas far up In the heavens, and a long
stretch Of the stream lay before us, With a surface

as smooth as a polished mirror. Along its banks.

a low bright green scrub drooped over into the
water. And far in the distance on each side of us,

nothing could be seen but Sky and forest. Aswe
glided dong, picturesque looking iron-bark huts

presented themselves to OuUr View, surrounded by . ¥

cleared plots of land devoted to agrienlture., Some
of these stand nearly on the river’s brink, and
‘are the outposts of extensive farms, where the
labourers live during the seasons of sheep-washing
and barvesting, and others are the permanent
rosidences of families,

The contrast between the English and Irish
emigrants Who dwelt in these eottages was painful.
The dwellings of the former were invariably clean,
fitted up with glasswindows, and had that peculiar
air of eomfort which is so prominent a feature in
every English cottage, whether on tho banks of the
Thames or those of the Hunter. The dwellings of
tho latter were filthy in the extrcmc, with groups
of unwashed children straggling about thorn.  The
windows Were commonly stuffed with rags, or had
a dirty piece of scarcely tramsparent cloth hung
before them ; and all around plainly told, as enly
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rags and wrotchedness could tell, that a bit of
«ould Yrcland” was enltivated within tho walls of
the murky-looking tencments,

More ecxiensive clearings, waving with yellow
grain ready for the sickle, now came in sight, and
some large fields were already cut. Now and then
we passed some swarthy reapers, chiefly men, with
large cabbage-tree hats 10 shield thom from the
heat of the sun. They seemed to be taking it easy
so far as their work was concerned; and as we
passed they dropped their sickles and stared at as.
Soma of the clearings had tall trees still standing
upon them leafless and bare as they bad been left
by the clearing fires. Their gaunt bolls, scorched
and riven, presented a strange contrast to the giant
forms of the white gum-tree and the graceful
wattles near them, unseathed by the life-destroying
blaze, though doomed to perish by that terrible
enemy so Often the auxiliary of man in the work of
destraction amid the mighty forest; and not always
for useful purposes, but too often in a reckless
manner, destroying and defaeing God’s beautiful
work.

A fow more twrns of the river brought us epposite
the beautiful residence of Count Iickey. The house
was surrounded Dy fine gardens, the troos were
laden with fruit, and the adjoining land was in the
highest state of eultivation. The land near the

river was planted with Indian corn, and several
n2
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men \Were weeding and fastening it up in bunches.
The green tops of the corn, and the gorgeous
flowers blooming in the garden, and along the
banks of the river, combined to add fresh beauty 10
the scenery around.

Raymond Terrace, €hefirst calling-place for the
stecamer after Newecastle, IS a small place with a
good inn and a few private dwellings. There was
no bustle when the steamer arrived at the wharf;
the Iandlord of the inn, and two or three of the
other inbabitants came leisarely dom, and one
solitary native looked listlessly on. Three or four
casks Of spirits and a few boxes of merchandise
were placed upon the wharf, and they moved them
away. The place had a quiet rural air, and the
inhabitants seemedto have acquired that contented
appearance expressive of affluerce and ease.

We next passed the pretty village of Hinion,
which snugly lies nestled in a grove of sweels,
Through the openings in the trees we caught
occasional glimpses Of the houses. A mile or tWO
onward, we came to the mouths of the William and
Patterson rivers, which empty themselves into the
IInnter, a short distance from ecach other, The
scenery around Was exceeding lovely, and the land
was highly caltivated.

The Hunter river sceeery became still more
fascinating as We nearcd Morpeth. In some places
luxuriant erops of yellow grain wcro growing down
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to the water’s edge. In others were rich orchards
and vineyards, moble mansions aud piciuresque
villas with broad walks leadirg to the river, and
pleasure-boats painted in gay colowrs, resting near
the water-gates, for the denizens of these delightful
abodes to disport themselves upon their lovely
stream,

Tho Hunfer at Morpeth is the width of the river
Colne at Uxbridge, and some parts of the scenery
resembles that near that pretty meandering stream
g0 rich in historical associations. We now arrived
at Morpeth, where two omnibuses and several light,
carfs were I waiting to convey passengers to
Maitland.

In the midst of the bustle incidental to landing,
two natives eams on board to Help In removing
their luggage ashore. One of the firemen, the

most bratal of the lot, who annoyed us so much
on the previous night, had a great antipathy to tho
natives, by whom be said he was once nearly mur-
dered. When this man saw these poor harmless
creatures come on board, he strack the foremost
down with his fist, and with as little .compunction

if he Bad heen felling a bullock. The otlicr
native jumped npon the wharf to aveid similar
treatment. The more compassionate of the erew
lifted up the poor Bleeding native, Who was severcly
cut above the left cye, and carried him ashore.

Several passengers remonstrated with the brute for
- 2
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his cruelly, but he seemed so exasperated af the
sight of the natives, that they wero obliged to be
got out of his way, for fear of further mischief.
Morpeth is a well-buil§ village, Wiih an excellent
im, and many dwellings of retired sheop-farmers

and other gentry. The principal residence Of the .

Bishop of Newcastle is there, Considerable quan-
tities of cod are raised from pits in the neighbour-

hood, which is shipped in schooners for Sydney.
This coal, though useful for some purposes, is
vastly inferior to that obtained at Newecastle,

The distance between Morpeth and Maitland is

cight miles, and the fare by omnibus was 2s. W\
took our seats, The road was i excellent order.

We passed many farms and eattle-stations. 1he
farmers were all busy reaping their crops and

securing their corn. Half-an-hour’s drive brought
us within sight of East Maitland, a very pretty
place, espeeially When viewed from the direction in
which we approached it.  The general appearanee
of the country and the village resembles some of
the sweet Iittle roadside hamlets to be met with
in Herts, near the vicinity of Hampstead and
Berkhampstead. )

Maitland gaol stands upon a hill, to the left of
this place. Towards the west end of the village
are the court-houses, and several Small manufac-
tories Of tobacco, soap, and eandles,

‘West Maitland, 2 very considerable tom, iS more
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than amile from East Maitland, on the opposite
gide of the Hunter, which is erossed by one of the
finest woeden bridges in the colony,

We arrived at West Maitland about noon. The
weather was very hof, and wo saw little of the
town, a deseription of which will be given, as I saw
it on a sceond visit, shortly before T1eft the colony.

After partaking of sowme refreshmonts, and rest-
ing a few lours, till the heat of the day was
passed, We sct out on our journey back to Morpeth,
The steamer was to sail early next morning, and
we had made arrangements to stay on board for
the night.

We walked leisurely along the rod, and made
several enquiries respecting the wages of reapers,
and other interesting matters relating to labour and
farming. The reapers had from 25s. to 30s. per
acre, for cutting the corn—binding and stooking
included ; neither scythes or any other kind of reap-
iIng machines were in operation. The reaping hook,
(Sheffield made) was In general use. The reaping
was conducted in & very slovenly manner ;from my
own experience in that line, | am certain I could
have cut an acre a day, with the greatest ease, In
the way they were doing it. The yield, per acre,
was from 20 to 30 Carlisle bushels.

By the time we had reached Morpeth, and what

1 saw of the country in coming up the river ; | was

prepared to agree with the Rev. author, that the
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passage of seripture Which he had taken to descﬁbé;?;‘_;f  §
the region round Maitland had been besutifally:’ :{§

exemplified. :
The approach of athunder-storm made us hasten.

our steps towards Morpeth ;we had only been a few b

minutes on board the Steamer till it barst over us,
and was awfully grand, during the short time it
lasted. When it was over | went into Morpeth to
procure some Milk for our evening meal,

The two natives we saw In the morning were
dancing a corobory before tho open door of a neat
cottage, where I enquired for the nearest dairy-farm,
and was directed to a school close by, the master
of which kept SiX ecows, aand sold milk to the
steamers and other vessels UPON the river.

I fornd my way through a small inclosare into
the school-room, and thence into the dwelling-honse,
The master and Hs family had done milking, and |

bought tWO quarts Of new-millc €or 2d.; | had a
long conversation with him and his wife respecting-

they were both intelligent, and very clean.

They had not been long in the eolony, and they
were in & great way about going_to Melbourne..
The necessaries Of life they had In abundance ; and
| advised them to be satisfied with their sitnation.
Before We parted, my aceounts of a digger’s life
in Melbourne had made such an impression, that

they at once relinguished the idea of meoving from
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their quiet home, to mix i the secenes I gave a

i 3 deseription of in alife on the gold fields.

| paid another visit to the sehool-farm in the
morning, and procured a supply of milk for our
breakfast. This milk was of the very richest
doscription, and the cows werc the best | saw in the
colony. They wero of the same mixed breed
found in all the ecolonies; and much like the
best of those bronght from the South of Irelandto
Liverpool and the cattle-fairs in tho Nerth of
England at tho present time.

About six o'clock we moved from the wharf, and
passed slowly down the river. The passengers in
our departments gave most undoubted signs of as
mueh disorderly condnet, as those Who had aceom-
panied us in tho upward voyage. The most noisy
of them was Mrs. Smith, a very stout lady, the wife
of a publiean, from West Maitland. She had run
away from her Twsband, and had been graduating

i hi | ¥ st the Viotoria Gold ¥idds £ al months ;
Melbourne, He and his wife were nativesof Ireland; 3f at tho Victoria Gold ¥ o e N

according to her own account she had made a greab

: . deal of money, by various ways and means; with

this money she had furnished a house in Sydney
in the most splendid manrer, for first-elass [odgers,
and she had been at Maitland to make it all right

again with Mr. Smith, whom she had persuaded to .
go and inspect her establishment. He was very
quiet and reserved, and seemed not to have a very
high opinion of his wife, or any part of her conduct.
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A loquacious old Jady fratemized 6th her from
some part of the eountry near Singleton, who was
bound te Sydney for medical advice; and she
pretended to be very pious, but at the same fime
she Was not sirictly temperate, and there were many
other disorderlies, whose conduct was anything bat
agreeable.

e sailed down theriver atarapid pace, making
no calls at the stations, Several boats were waiting
below Raymond Terrace for letters, which were
tied to a piece of wood and thrown INtO the river
for the boatman 10 pick up.

ON passing the flats, tho bottom of the steamer
touched several times; but she was going at such a
rapid rate that the obstructionwas only mementary.,
At the turnings of the river the water was cat
up IND complete ridges of foam, by the rapid pro-
gress of the vessel. W& passed several small
schooners, deeply Iaden with coda, beating their
way down. Seme of them were close to the edge
of the water, their jibbooms every now and then
runsing into the rushes that grow by the. sides of
the river. Several men belonging to their crews

wero walking leisurely along on tho banks.

\\e arrived at Neweastle Boon after eight o’clock,
where we remained a few minutes to land and take
in passengers, after which we started for Sydney,
After rounding the Nobbies a strong southerly
breeze rose, and in about half-ap-hour a heaving
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gea was tumbling us abut at a tremendous rate.
Mother Smith and her husband both turned sick,
and made a serious uproar betweem them. The
pious old lady began to pray, and the firemen who
knocked the native down at Morpeth, knelt besides
her in mockery, and filled up the pauses in her
petition with * Amen.” There was a young man,
a ticket-of-leave convict from Morton Bay, who was
in a dreadful state of alarm about going down ; and

. his wife, pretty young woman, with an infant in

her arms, was elinging to him for support.

This state of things continued till we were
opposite Red Head, about iwenty miles from New-
castle, Here the old Z'emer shipped a sca xight
over her bows, which broke the lashings of alarge
cask of tallow, sending it against the compaaion,
with such feree as to knock it in pieces ; and aflood
of salt water streamed down into tho eabin. Mother
Smith shrieked with all her might. The old lady
cried, * Lord have mercy upon us;” the fireman
responded by an involuntary “Amen,” and then
roshed upon deck; and the convict and his wife
dung frantically to each other Inmute despair.

The captain saw that no further progress could be
made with safety, so he about ship, and ran for
Newecastle. In about an hour and a half We were
back past the Nobbies, and had the anehor down
in the smooth water of the harbour.

About Noon a boat was lowered from the steamer.
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The captain, the second mate, and some more of
the crew were going on shore, and | went along
with them. | remained on shore about two hours,
and got a good supply of milk, bread, and fresh
butter for myself and Worth; | also mads some
arrangements about returning to reside at New-
castle €or a short time; after I had seen all |
desired of Sydney. | went up to the high land
above the city to view the sea ; there was still a
strong wind from the south, and no prospect of our
getting away that night.

Soon after dark, the firemen and several of tho
passengers and sailors formed themselves into
card parties, and long before midnight the second
cabin was a scene Of wproar, drunkenness, and
revelry. Drink was so freely cireulated during the
whole night that there was scarcely a single person
on board who eould be said to be entirely sober.

The wind began to fall off ashort time before
gunrise, and by fivo o’clock tho sea had gone down
so much that Wwe up anchor, and were soon outside
the Nobbies On our way to Sydney.

The coast between Newecastle and Sydney has
but one place of refuge for vessels during a storm,
Broken Bay; and we were apprehensive several
times that we should have to put in there, but

before we got opposite to the entrance of the bay,
the sea had gone down se much that we kept on .

our eourse. It was nearly dark before W\ sighted
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the Heads, and in little more than an hour after we
swept round North Head into the harbour. In less
than another hour we were safely landed on the
Steamer’s wharf, n Cockle Bay, where our friends
were waiting to receivews. And it was long after
midnight before we eould satisfy them with an

. account of our advertures N our pleasure-trip to
" the « Garden of New Sounth Wales.”

Soon after this excursion, Walter Morris, a young
gailor Who had been in Sydney some years, during
which time he had been a lodger with mine host,
arrived from a threec month’s trial of the Victoria
diggings. During that time he had realised about
£500. e was an amiable young fellow, and every
inch a sailor; he had all the good properties and
many of the failings of the genuine English Tar.
All those who had been kind to him were amply
rewarded. Whenever wC went ont with him for a
trip by sea or a drive into the country, he always
insisted that he had a right to pay all the expenses,
and considered himself highly insulted If he was
not suffered to excreise that privilege,

The first Sunday after the Hunter river excur-
sion, our host took us to see Leonard Elvy, a friend
of his ncar (’Connor Town. Hec was a working-
man, and the proprietor of a neat eottage and a
plot of ground several acres in extent, which he
had made into a garden. His house stood alone
by the side of a grass-covered road that led to

B
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some fields beyond; and a prettier lane scene ecan
scarcely be imagined than this lovely retreat of
well-merited industry. He had five milch eows and
a family of five children. The oldest, a fine boy
about twelve years of age, and the youngest (also
a boy) abount three months old, The other three

were girls, and the prottiest little creatures | met -~ #*

with in the eolomy. e spent the whole of the
Jay with Elvy ; and my sailor friends and | often
visited him afterwards, always providing a good
supply of sweetmeats, oranges, &e., for the little
beauties, with whom, it is needless to say, We ware
great favourites. | am eertain We all felt better,
If not wiser men, after witnessing saueh ample proofs
of domestic happiness as We saw I that humble
and happy home.

Soon after thii, the death of the Duke of Wel-
lington was proclaimed in Sydney. Notice was
taken of the melancholy ovont, by firing minute
guns from the baiteries. There was & gun fired for
every year he had been in the army, and one for
each year of his life, All the vessels in the har-
bour hoisted their colours half-mast bigh, and
every mark of respeet was paid to the memory of
England's greatest warrior.

The next exciting event was the arrival of the
Great Britain steamer. She had been anxiounsly
expected for several weeks, and the signal which
was 10 announce her approach had been duly

published in the newspapers. Every sigual hoisted
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on the Flagstaff was eagerly serutinized by hun-
dreds of teleseopes. At length, however, the long

4 looked for sign made its appearance; and the
g citizens of SydneyLad the pleasure of seeing the
. finest stcamer in the world, resting on the placid

waters of their magnificent harbour.

Soon after this Morris, Worth, and myself paid
another, and as regards myself, a find visit, to
Elvy’s cottage. We found Elvy and his wife in

X great consternation, owing to the bratal murder
3% only-the day before, of an old man, one of their

nearest neighbours.- He was a harmless old man,

- and resided . with his wife, an aged womaz, in a

neat white ecofiage; whieh was pointed out 10 us
by Elvy. He bad been drinking at a public-house
in O’Connor Town, on tho evening of the day
which ho was murdered, and on returning home,
sat down under o tree t0 rest himself, and being
drowsy, he fell aslcep. While ho was slecping
somo raflizns approached, and one of them, armed
with a rail, which had 3 large nail throughthe end,
drove the nail several {imes into his head.
Not being eatisfied with that, they cut several
gashes across his abdomen, from which his bowels
protruded, and otherwise frightfelly mangled him,
Ha was found in this state early the next morning,
by some of his neighbours, who conveyed him to
hiihome. Elvy offered to take us to see him, but

we unanimously declined.
82
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A few days before | lefi Sydney, we had a
boating excursion in the harbour, and we sailed
geveral times round the Great Britain, as she lay

at anchor near Pinchgut. Our party consisted of
the master and mistress, the two sailors, and a few

other acquaintances, inclueding a couple Of preity
currency lasses, and a little boy. The charge for
a look through the Great Britain was 5s. each; so
we declined paying a visit to her interior, content-
ing ourselves With an outside view, which it is
needless 1o say, called forth exclamations of admi~
ration and astonishment from all. After much
sailing about I the snug little coves around the
harbour, \e put into a small inlet, where there wras
a landing-place, and a road leading from it over
arock. Thisroad led to a meat little inn, which
stood by the side of a green croft, completely
surrounded by gum-trces.

Tho day was very warm, and in the inn we found
a cool neatly-furnished parlour, in a style similar
to that of most country inns at home. The walls
were harg round with varnished prints, purchased
of itinerant picture-dealers in tho old country,
They were nostly represenfations Of poaching
scenes, and the “ Poacher’s Progress.” Two of
them I had seen hundreds Of times in different

parts of England, and | looked upon them as old’
familiar friends Which | was destined to mest onee

more in a strange land. One of these was a night
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scene; the moon was blazing away far up in the
sky, showing a mass of dark wood in the back-
ground, and a number of poachers and gamckeepers
in the front, collaring end brandishing eclubbed

,A siicks at one amnother. Some of the heads had

vermillion coloured spois upon them like blood;
and a ferocious-looking bull-dog had the calf of
one gamekeeper’s leg in his mouth, from which a
gory stream was pouring out upon the greensward.

The other was a seene before a pursy-Jooking
and very gouty old magistrate. The gamekeepers
were there with their heads bandaged, and the
poachers whom they have eaptured were standing
beside them awaiting their commitial to duratice
vile, by the country Solon, who appeared by the
ersvat round his neck, t0 be a sort of hybrid; or
half priest half magistrate.

We remained in this cool retreat for ti couple of
hours, daring which timo my companions, both male
and femule, had partaken pretty frecly of various
refreshments.  \We then went down to the beat,
and sailed a short distance from the landing-place,
where woe passed two ladies fishing. They were
both very pretty, and condescended to laugh as
we were passing them. e were all in s happy
mood; and our sailor friends considered this a mark
of respect that we ought in some way to return,
so e lay to, and commenced chafling, and a piece

of good-humoured banter and repartes passcd on
83
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both sides for several minutes. While this was
going On, our boat was drifting towards some
sunken rocks in the shoal water, and before we
were aware of our situation, she ran upon one of
them and nearly capsized us all imto the water.
This accident turned the laugh of the other party
so much against us, that we up stick and off as fast
as W\e eould towards our destination.

I took my find departure from Sydney on the
13th December In the Rose stcamer, bound for
Newcastle and Maitland. We started from the
. wharf about midnight. The night was dark and
still ; and as we passed slowly down thé harbour, I
took a last look into many of the bays and eoves
where | had passed so many pleasant hours. The
beauntiful city of Sydney, With itsS numberless bril-
liant Lights, gradually disappeared behind the dark
headlands Of the harbour, and | saw it me more,
A broad gleam of light flashed upon the heaving
waters from the South Head, and before it passed
away I went down intothe eabin where | remained
till early the mext morning. When Red Head
appeared, I went upon the deck, 1ill No rounded
the Nobbies and steamcd alongside the wharf in
Newecastle harbour.

I took up my quarters With Mr. Rogers, store-
keeper. His house was too small to admit of my
sleeping under his roof, and | was accommodated
in an iron-bark hut along with two of his workmen,
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at the rear of the establishment. This hat had a
kitchen at one end, and the other end was both a
workshop and a sleeping-room. The weather was
very hot, and Ifound it a pretty comfortable place,
We slept in bunks put up in the corner of the room,
the same as on beard ship. The place was often
filled with smoke from the kitchen, but this kept
away the mosquitoes which were very troublesome.

I went to the harbour every morning, at five
o'clock, to bathe, The first morning | saw a small
wooden house, with a narrow stonejetty, & few feet
high, ranaing out from it to beyond the high water
mark. | proceeded along this, and entered the place,
which I found to be a neat little bathing house,
With several rooms to dress and undress in, and a
apace in front entirely surrounded with a sharkproof
netting of wattles. I made no particular enquires
about tho place. There was no fastening to the
door, and | eoncluded from this that it was free to
any one; under this impression I made use of it
several times. | found, however, that | was very
omch mistaken, indeed, about it being a public
bathing house.

Tho last morning [ bathed there | was greatly
surprised. I had nearly finished dressing when the
principal door opened and two ladies entered. My
hat and some other parts of my dress were lying
outside the door of the room where T was. As
soon as they saw these unmistakeable signs of a
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man’s presence, they shrieked aloud and ran away
as fast as their legs could earry them. This
unexpected salutation startled me so much that |
ran out 10 seo what had happened, and called after
themnot to be afraid, as 1 would do them no harm.
The sound of my voice did not make them slacken
their pace, nor even look behind them till they
were a long way off. AS soon as they saw mMC
coming away from the bathing-place, they returned
towards me, and | waited to apologise for the
fright | had given them, but they would accept
of no apology whatever. They both told me e |
had no business in the place, it was built entirely
for the ladies.” And they would tell both the
Bishop and the magistrates, and | should be done
all sorts of unpleasant things with. Iy vain |
pleaded being a stranger, and promised not to
intrude again,—all, however, was fo nNO purposa,
The Bishop must be told; and | was obliged. to
take leave of them,, without even the shadow Of &
pardon.

On returning, | told Rogers about my morning’s
adventure. * Oh, never heed it,” said he, * they’re
only the Miss Hinehes, and yowll hear no more
of it;» and | never did,—but ever after, | gave
both the Miss Hinches and the bathing house a
pretty wide berth.

I was then shown the public bathing places, about
half-a-mile from Newcastle, in the direction of
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Sydney, ealled the “Aceommodence Hole,” a trough
in a rock, about 15 feet long, by 7 broad, and
6 deep. The sea washes over at high water, and
keeps it always fresh. There is also a sort of cave
cat out of tho rock opposite, as a place tO dress in.
These rocks abound with fossil remains of trees
and animals now extinet. IN some places small
beds of coal lic under a layer of light blue metal.
A drearier looking place could hardly be imagined.
No part of Neweastle can be seen but the gaol, a
large brick building on the top of a barren sand-hill,
near €he Flagstaff. | have stood ypon them rocks
and listened to €hehoarse voice of the ocean, while
lashed into fury by the north-east wind, and have
been awed by the thundering sound of its seething
waters, as I have never been by any of the
awe-inspiring phenomenon of nature. The feelings
awsakened Dy this majestic seene are indescribable ;
and | never stood on any spot which so heightened
the impressiveness of a seene so terribly sublime.
Neweastle is but a small eity.. It may contain

about One thousand inhabitants. The principal
street is a quarter of a mile in length. - A shord

distance wp to the left IS a green plot of ground
exceeding en acre in extent, bordered by two or
three mall eottages. A Little further on the right
is another green plot, two aeres in extent, which is

a public green ; there tho pitmen, the natives, and
sailors eongregate I the ovenings. Boyond is the
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court-house and the lock-up. The Court House is
a fine building, with four Derie pillars in front,
There is also an cxcellent spring of water, which
supplies this part of the city alt the year round. A
short distance above is the old military barracks, now
used as farm building. And above that is a half-
finished kirk of the Presbyterians, Who have been
obliged to discontinue the work for want of fands.-

Another long straggling sireet runs along past
the court-house €or nearlya mile, with only a hounse
here and there in it. In some parts Of it there are
some good inns, and two or three fine shops or
stores. A teetotaler might be alarmed about the
morals of the inhabitants, as there are no less than
seven publie-honses.

The ground behind the city is hilly and barren,

An unassaming little ehmrch, with burid-pound - ki

attached, stands on one of these hills. It dates
back to the founding Of the colony. OR the highest
hill there is a pillar ereeted to commemorate the
administration Of Sir Charles Fitz Roy. The
pedestal bears the date of ereetion, 1851,and the
name of Sir Charles Fitz Roy, governor. Seats
are placed round the monument for tho convenience
of visitors. From this point an extensive view of
the surrounding country may be obtained. Looking
towards the east the eye roams over the waters of
the Pacific Qcean, towards the distant Heads of
Port Stephens, marked by a bolder outline of
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deeper blue than the sky, which assumes a dark
green as the eye skims dong the indented shore
il it rests upgn tho olive-tinfed scrub and white
gand OR the north side of the harbour. Turning to
the north, the lovely Hunter, like a silvery thread,
may be scen wending its devious way to the ocean,
everywhere spreading beanly and blessing around
its path. Again, to tho south, fhere are dark
looking glens and valleys, covered with thick
tangled wildwood, where fall giants of the forest,
which the devouring bush-fire and the axe of the
pionecr had left, still grace the landseape and
shelter tho rude savages yet lingering in these

wilds,

Looking east, the city of Neweasile i3 at your
feet; the atmosphere is so clear that every building
stands out with a distinctness of ontline, which is a
peculiar characteristie of all the Australian cities,
when viewed from a distanee. In the harbour, the
rocks and shoals, which are several feet wunder
water, can be seen distinetly.

The two hills ealled the Nobbies, at the entrance
of the Hunter, are nearly a mile distant from each
other ; they are conneeted Dy a reef, or breakwater,
made by conviet labour. This reef prevents the
sea from filling up the.entrance of the harbour,
between the far hill and the north shore. If is
composed of loose stones from a quarry close by.
The convicts bring the atones by haud, along a
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tramway, in a mall waggon. The sea i continually
making encroachments upon the work ; by the time
that one chasm is filled another is ready. Gangs
of conviets have been employed there more than
thirty years ; there were a grea} number working:
upon it then.

A short distance from the Fitz Roy Pillar are

two eoal pits, with an inclined railway runningfrom
them to a shoot in the harbour; both pits were in
active operation. vessels from California, and
several other parts of America; and numbers of
small schooners and brigs from Sydney and
Tasmania were lying in the harbour waiting for
cargoes. Some had been there more than two
months; such was the scarcity of labour. Only
small vessels, about fifty or sixty tons burthen,
could go upto the shoot. All the large ships were
laden by lighters, in tho middie of the harbour.
The pitmen were from all the cod-producing
counties In England and Scotland, but principally -
from Northumberland and Lancashire, Many of
them were earning from £6 to £8 per week.
About a mile and a half from the pits is a barrow
month, N the side of 2 mountain. Coalsare brought
from thence on a railway te the shoot, in waggons
drawn Dy horses. The coal mines of this district
bid fair to become as important as those of our own
far-famed Newcastle, The cod field extends over
hundreds of square miles, and is all but inexhausiible.
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The metal is of cxcellent quality, and was
then selling at from £2 10s. to £4 10s. per ton,

* The light wpon the Nobbic on the main land,
near the Flagstaff, was the effect of a large coal
fire kept always burning. Tt was closely banked
up during the day, and at night opened outb on the
side towards the sea.

A ghort distance from the shoot is an extensive
preserved meat cstablishment. All tlio workmen
employed there in making fins to seceure the meat,
had been hired for & term of three years., They
were mostly from London, and although they were
reeeiving from £2 to £3 per week, there was mauch
dissatisfaction on account of their contract.

Beyond this is alarge boiling down establishment,
the immediate vicinily of which was a complete
Golgotha. During the boiling down season several
hundreds of cattle and sheep wore slanghtered
there every week.

Nawcastle was at one time apenal settlement;
and many heart-rending stories were related to me
by some of the survivors of that period. The
descriptions these men gave of the excentions and
floggings they had witnessed were truly horrible.
TO smch an extent was cruelly carried, that if the
Newcastle cxecutioner did nol come up to the
mark in severity, the authorities had him sent to
Maitland to be flogged. And the Maitland exeen-
tioner was served in the same may by the Neweastle

T
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one, if he did not do full justice with the mereciless
eat o’ nine tails, Many a poor convict expired in
great agony on the road between Neweastle and
Maitland, and not unfrequently, ere life was extinet,
the fliss had made such havoc of their lacerated
bodies, that they found merey N death. .
Those eonvicted of murder were strangled in the
sand before the gaol in a most bratal manner.
Frightful, however, was the revonge desperate men
took mpon their tormentors. Those eonviets who
could, eseaped into tho bush, transformed into
fiends by eruel treatment, and eagerly waiching for
an opportunity to retaliate. Appalling was their
revenge. Ihe bare reeital of their deeds would
make one shudder. Their tormentors they often
put to & moat ernel and lingering death by placing
them, naked, gagged, and bound, upon the ant-hills
of the far bush until they were destroyed as It
were, by piecemeal. Those Who have been bitten
by these ferocious inscets, somo of which aro abount
an inch in length, can form somo idea of the torture
inflicted on those who were thus handed over fo
the tender mercies of these devouring exeentioners.
Many of the convicts remembered James Back-
house.  Somewho were present when he appeared
among them said he left a lasting impression ON
the minds of the autherities. and the punishments
for a long time after his visit were conducted in a
manner Much less crnel. I never heard the pame
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of that truly good man mentioned, even by the
most abandoned, without becoming respect. The
geverity of the punishments was much mitigated
daring the administration of Governors Bourke and
Gipps, and up to the time that Neweastle geased to
be a penal settlement.

Neweastle is in much repute amongst invalids.
They flock thither from all parts of New South
Wales on account of the celebrated Dr. Bowker,
who has chosen Newcastle for his head-quariers.
e has one Of the best houses in the prineipal street
ab almost a nominal rent compared with that of
the adjoining property. ON onc oceasion, lie said
something about going elsewhere. Buf his house
was so besieged with petitions from the inhabitanis
by whom he was intreated to stay, that be gave up
all thoughts of removal. And so extensive did
his practice subsequently become, thaf he was
obliged 10 engage an assistant,

Dr. Bowker is a native of Nottingham. o
went out witl the intention of eonducting a sheep
farm on the upper Munter. There he cured some
very bad cases of ophthalmin, and his fame soon
spread abroad, tho people flocked from all guarters,
50 he abandoned sheep-farming, and returned to his
profession. 1le is a fall gentlewanly like person,
about 37 years of age, He has much property in
the city, and is also the owner of two schooners
engaged in the coal-trade. One of them, the

T2
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Lavinia, was the “pet” of the port. In a few
years Dr. Bowker bids fair to become one of the
wealthiest men in that past of the colony.

Invalids may be seen wandering about the streets
and barbour at all times of the day. Some of them
labouring under heart-disease and ophthalmia, and
others from rheematism and other diseases brought
on by the hardships of life in the bush. There was
a Sydney gentleman amongst the invalids, suffering
from a rhenmatie complaint brought on Dy search-
ing after the bones of Leifchhardt, who perished in
attempting to explore the interior of the island.

The hospital was a small building erected on the
sands between tho gaol and the city. It was full
of the poorer aorta of patients, and to those the
Dr. paid great attention. The lodging-houses and
ions are always thronged with convalescents.
Owing to the salubrity of the place and the skill
of the Doctor, there was little morfality.

The greatest part Of the inhabitants of Newcastle
and some of the prineipal tradesmen, were conviets
on ticket-of-leave. Many of them were very kind
and honourable In fheir dealings; but there were
others, who, although wealthy, found difficulty in
practising honesty, and were fregmently on the
verge of erimes that would again imprison them.
There Were a few who might have been termed the
pariahs of 1O city. They had been granted their
tickets-of-leave for meriforious actions, sach as
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aiding in a case of fire, or saving life at the risk
of their own. Some Of these men, by eultivating
small plots of ground adjoining the river, made
considerable sums of money Dy selling the produce
in the city and o the ships lying in the harbour.
But there were many of this class, male and female,
roaming at large, doing jebs of work for anyone,
spending their moneyir drink, and altogether bereft
of the comfortsof home.

I witnessed o somewhal uncouth specimen of
the everyday lifc of two ol the betior sort of these
unfortunates. Doth were Irish, and had farms up
the river. They accidentally mef in Mr. Rogers’s
shop, where I was, and a dispute comwmenced aboud
a picee of land which onco belonged to Newton,
but was now in the possession of Thelim. The
former was a toll thin man, much sunburnt, and
apparenily suftering from il-health ; the latter was
a stoul bluff sort of fellow, deeply pock-marked,
and finished off at {he lower extremities by a pair
of large flat feet. The discussion carried on be-
tween ithem would have excifed the risibility of a
saint. But, as an Irish row is scldom confined to
mere exclamations, they were not long in preparing
for the combat. Out of the house they went, firing
volleys of Irish oaths and epithets at each other;
at first separating, lile two bodies similarly electri-
fied, but Newton’s crowning observation on the
build of Phelim, brought things to a climax. “T11

T3
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tell ye what It is, Phelim,” said he, ** yer jist the
two ends Of a scoundrel, ye double-hoofed baste,
ye ¥’ Human nature and Irish blood eonld endure
this po longer. <« Qch! by the holy frost,” said
Phelim, *“ I’ll be at ye in a minnit, now.” Newton
made for the green space a litle below, and threw
off hiseoat. Befors Phelim had time to doff his,
Newton rushed upon him, and hocked him over
on a heap of sand, and stood over his prostrate
foe in triumph, Some of the bystanders interfered
and set Phelim once more on his feet. By that
time all Newton’s courage had evaporated; and
when he saw his opponent abent t0 close with him,
he desired a young lrishman standing by, to hold
him, as he did not wish to fight any more. The
young fellow paid no attention to him, and the
combat went on. Just as they were again going
to close, Rogers came down and rushed befween
them. Newton had aimed a blow at his aniagonist
which unfortunately fell on the bridge of Rogers’s
nose. This so exasperated Rogers, that he struck
Newton a blow on the left jaw. On receipt of this,
Newton set up a tremendons howl and bawled out,
“Yu’v broke me jaw! yu’v broke me jaw!” and
then ran into tho nearest house, holding his face
with both hands. So ended this dispute. Combats
somewhat similar were of daily ocearrence; buf
they were seldom of a sanguinary nature,
There were a few of alower class than these, Who

e T oty e« e e
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often abused each otlier in a shameful manner. The

worst of that class was Reuben Page, an old tailor,
from Birmingham, who had beem sent out about
thirty years ago. During the early part of his
career in the colony, he had been a master in
Sydney, and ha married the danghter of a con-
viet, at Paramatta, by whom he had a large family.
His wife had not been living with him for many
years, on account of his vicious habits. She was
then in Sydney. He had a small shop adjoining
Roger’s honse,—there he worked; and being a good
craft, he earned a great deal of money, sometimes
£6 or £7 per weck. He kept two of the moat
wretched females about his place that I ever saw.
Biddy, an Irishwoman, aboui thirty years of age,
was his greatest favourite, .but the usage she
received from him was really dreadful, .During
their drunken bouts, whichoeeenrred at the beginning,
or at the ond of ncarly every weck, according to
the state of tho exeheguer. DBiddy was frequently
go pounded upon the vizage by Reuben, that not
a trace of the human face divine could be discerned.
She was several limes rescued by the police and
the neighbours, and Renben was put into tho lock-
up; bat as soon s- he was let out, they always
managed to go together again.

The other was Jane, a Scotchwoman; she was
seldom sober. ¥ often had to step over her, lying
in a helpless condition, half in and half out of an
old kitchen where Rouben cooked his vietuals,
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There was another couple, man and wife, who
acoasionally lived together on Mosquito Island :—
Tom and Polly Hyde. Tom had been a soldier, and
when he eame down to sell his produce. he amnsed
the frequenters of the publie-houses With narratives
of his experience n the military line. And Polly,
when ehe was in the city, mostly finished her daily
career at the comer of some street, a public
spectacle Of helpless depravity.

Another incorrigible character, who mixed up
with these, was Yankee Jack, a native of Canada.
He had a ticket-of-leave, for saving the life of a
soldier, who was thrown into the sea, by the up
setting of a boat, ten miles out from the Nobbies.

There were always a number Of natives roaming
about. There might be about 150 in all, of the
Newcastle tribe. Thev were more wretched and
filthy, and if possible, uglier than those of Adclaide.
None of thom wcrc entirely naked cxcept the
pickaninnics; although some of the men wore only
an old red or blue shirt that reachedto the knee.
Most of the gins had a blanket wrapt round them,
and a few of them were arrayed in cotton gowns,
which had been given them for services performed.
Two of the oldest men—Old Flanagan and Old
Bob—never went out of the city, and were peat
favourifes with the children of the storekeepers,
who frequently gave them tobaceo and broken
meat,
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All the earnings of the tribe (and they sometimes
reached a considerable amount), were spent In
tobacco and jerrawicke (colonial-made alo.) They
seldom cooked any of their food, except tho fish.
| have scen the gins with sheep heads, plueks, &e.,
slung over their shoulders, which they carriedto a
convenient spot, and devoured raw. At night they
usnally lit a fire in a hollow place near the harbour,
and squatted round it till morning. A more hideous
looking spectacle ean hardly be imagined than that
presented Dy these savages around the blazing
fire, carousing among jerawicke and the offal of
slaughtered animals.

One of the old women, whe roamed about near
our place, was taken il one morning, and expired
behind the workshop.  She was the most frightfal
logking human being | ever beheld. After her
faneral (which was eondueted with as mueh secrecy
as possible) all tho tribe went into mourning, by
whitening their eyebrows and hair with pipeclay,
and stieking whitc feathers behind their cars. They
were very harmless creatores, and many of the
sailors in the porf often amused themselves by
chasing 1he gins, “just for the fun of the thing,”
as they said. It was mo fun, however, to tho poor
ereatures they pursued ; they ran as thoagh it were
€or life, and scemed convulsed with terror on the
near approach Of their pursners.

Neweastle contained a great number of large
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men. In one family, tho Hannels, natives of the
district, there were three brothers, each excecding
gix feet high, and proportionably stout. Nearly
all the publicans ard most of the tradesmen were
men above ordinary stature.

NO soldiers were stationed in tho place, tho new
Barracks, abovethe eity, were turnedinto dwellings
for the pitmen, and others, employed about the
port. Four policemen, and a superintendent were
sufficient to keep order. There wera often two
hundred eonviets in the gad, and upon the reef.
The reason the placewas so easy governed was, all
who would work, had abundance of employment.

In the main-street, above Dr. Bowker’s, the
words * Mechanics’ Institute,” were painted at the
end of a shoemaker’s shop. But €he words were
all that remained of the Institute. When in Sydney,
| saw the “Peoples’ Reading Room,” painted on
the front of a shoemaker’s shop, in King-street,
attended with equally barren results. There were
no books in either place. How these institutions
originated, and failed, | did not enquire. .Xt might
be that leather and literature wero t00 antagonistio
in their natures fo agreo i the same building, Be
the cause, however, what it might, they no longer
existed in anything but a name.

There was no place of amusement, and very few
of tho working-men were addicted to reading : the
women searcely read at all, not cven a newspaper.
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The wives and daughters of the working-men, [
mean, not those of the mpper ranks, they were as
intelligent as the same class in Sydney. In con-
sequence of (his want of a hcalthy reercation for
body and mind, the operaiives resort to public-
houses, and spend their time and money in drinking
and gambling. The remark about this, which I am
going to mal.e, muy be laughed at by some, but
it is a truism, nevertheless. To the inhabitants of
such places as Neweastle, strolling players and
momntcbanks are public benefactors. And i will
be found on closs obscrvation, that there is con-
siderably less drinking and diserderly conduct
while they remain there than at any other time.
The reason is obvious,—the pcople want excite-
ment snitable to their capacities; and not having
been accustomed to anything more intellectual than
what is thus supplied, they pay for it cheerfully,
enjoy ib heartily, and arc content. When this
pastime is not afforded, they too frequently resors
to worse. The first step, then, by way of benefiting
the working-classes here amd everywhere, is to
supply them with amusements of a healthy, moral,
and intellectual character.

In New South Wales, most of ihe publicans
accumulaio fortunes in a few years. After this
they generally return to England or remove [rom
the place where their wealth has been accamaulated,
bearing with them what sheould havo been the
producing capital of the working-man,
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Neweastle was not a Whit behind Sydney for
female beauty. There werc some Very pretty girls
in the place, and two or three whom | knew would
Pave made good helpmates for working-men. Tho
belle Of the city was Miss Polly Branker, at least
she was awarded that honour, by the majority of
the young men ; but there were many others who
might have disputed her pretensions to that enviablo
distinction,

On the north side of the harbour there was a
woollen eloth manufactory. The fabric woven is
known by the name of native tweed. If iS much
superior in durability to our Scotch and English
tweeds, but not so neatly finished. Therc is also a
manufactory of this description in Sydney, and
another a few miles from Neweastle, In the direction
of Sydney, closeto the sea. There was not mauch
doing in any of these places—want of labour was
the cause.

The end of December was approaching, and the
weather was very saltry, With oceastonal hot winds
from the north west; provision, however, was made
for the enjoyment of Christmas, by every one, more
or less. Even tho blacks scemeil to Jook less for-
bidding, by anticipating some of the good things,
white fellow would give them at that season,

A large warehouse in front of our hut was
tastefully decorated with the greem bushes of the
gum-tree, and hung around with flags of all kinds
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procured from the ships lying in the harbour.
These preparations wero made by abaker, called
Gardiner, who intended to treat the mhabitants to
a ball on Christmas eve. It was a speculation;
and from the great excrtions be made in preparing
refreshments for the occasion, it was quite evident
that he looked for remuneration.

The day before Christmas came, and with it an
axceeding kot wind from the north-west. At noon
it had increased to a gale; the sand was blown
about in elouds, and facing the wind was like fronting
an oven, Work of all kinds was suspended, and
the perspiration oozed from every pore with the
least exertion. Towards evening, | went to the
Fitz Roy pillar, and a broad track of countryin
the direction of Maitland was on fire. The beat
from thence was great, and the atmosphere arcund
ma felt not unlike the hot air nigh 3 furnace
month. IXn the distance, the flames shot upwards
like vast forked tongues of fire, with a red and lurid
glae. Smoke and ashes were tossed to and fro by
the wind. Durisg tho pauses of the gale, | could
see €heappalling waves of desolating fire roll on
to the verge of tho ltorizon. The awlul conflagra-
tion belore me brought to mind ihe description of
the « Black Thursday > of February 1851, so called
beeanse of the terrible bush-fire which on that day
spread much runin and desolation in the colony of
Vietoria.

v
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When I returned: to the city, the heat there was
scarcely endurable. I went to one of the wharfs,
and thero was a boat just about to eross overto
the north side of tho harbour, with a Scotch gentle-
man from Maitland. o was a tall, eorpulent man,
and the perspiration Was running down his face faster
than he could wipe it away with his handkerchief.
He said he was “mnearly half boiled down” and
wished to be on tho nerth side as soom as possible,
where he intended fo remain under water till the
hot wind had passed away. | wished to go aboard
tho Royal George, a London ship then lying in the-
harbour. ORr board | was somewhat surprised to
find them I the same state of prostration as those
on shore, I sat down in the cabina few minutes,
but found great difficulty in speaking. Indeed, so
oppressive was the atmosphere, fhat conversation
was searcely possible. Captain Robson and | bad
not said many words abeut the weather (a general
introduction to conversation by Englishmen in all
parts of the world), when a low hollow murmur
was heard to seaward, and in a few seconds a
“goutherly burster ” swept towards the ship, boom-
ing and shrieking through the rigging, and bearing
away in its course the dust and light substances
which lay upon the deck. A few moments after,
the atmosphere was reduced to a cool and bracing
temperature, all cur langour vanished, and we felt

as though new life had been infused intous. Just:

e v i -
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when things were becoming agreeable, the boat
containing the Scotch geatleman ran under our lee,
for shelter from the fury of the blast. The boat-
men told me that if | wished to go ashore, now
was the time, as there would not probably be
mother chance that night. The sea rolled heavily
up the harbour. The Scotchman was now cool as
a cucumber, and as anxious to be set onterra firma
as he was before to be submerged.  We pulled for
the shore as fast as we could; the boat danced on
the top of the waves, and we got & good sprinkling
with salt water before we reached the wharf,

ot winds are not productive of any bad con-
sequences; the perspiration iS always so copious
while they last, and the southerly wind always sets
in from the sea'at eventide, thos bracing the nerves
in a manner which makes many feel much betier
for the visitation. Judging by my own expericenee,
I feel confident they are highly beneficial. They
sometimes injure the vines and other fruit trees;
but they seldom occur more than twice or thrice
in a summer, and it IS only when they are intensely
hot that they do any injury. | must own that it is
not very pleasant to go into any placo sheltered
from tho soumthberly wind, when the hot wind has
passed over, owing to the mosquitoes.

One evening, I took & walk on the Maitland
road. The hot wind had been suceeeded by a cool
breeze from the south. Abeut lial f-a-mile from the

v2
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city, | saw a neat inclosure which 1 had nof
observed before. It was a small cemetery, and
contained several headstones bearing the names of
captains WO had died at the port. X went inside
to examme this interesting spot; bat no sooner
had I erossed the fence than | was attacked by a

host of mosquitoes which were sheltering belrind it.

My meditations among tho tombs were brought to
an abrupt conclusion; I was over the fence most
speedily; and nstrong breeze soon swept away my
numerous tormentors, I might here say, that the
wings Of mosquitoes aro large and gossamer-like,
so that they are umable to fly in the face of a
strong wind.

All new comers are much annoyed by them, |
have seen some with both eyes awollen up from the,
effects of their bites; others marked as I with the
small-pox. After a hot wind, mosquitoes are Very
troublesome in the house, but especially in the
gleeping-rooms. Mosquito curtains are the best
preventive, bat few of the working classes are
provided with them. Cow dung is often burned {o
keep them away; but no sooner does the smoke
subside than theyresame their torment with greater
fury than before, Inthe houses, during daytime,
they are no€ troublesome, and even a eandle burn-
ing in the room, prevents them to a great extent
at night. Bet no sooner sall dark and still, than
a buzzing sonnd is heard in all parts of the room.
This sourd is very like the word ccozes, pronounced
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with the teeth close together; and you are in

constant apprchension that some of these *coo-
zens” Will drop on your face. Four or five will

perhaps sound their relationship in your ear at

once. Sudderly the sounds eease, and as suddenly

you fecl pricked, as with a fino ncedle, on

several parts of tlic face; this will give you an

idea OF tlicir system of phlebotorey. The first

impulse is to raise your hand aud crush them ; and

thisyou will have to repeat at very short intervals
as long as you remain awake. When you are
asleep, they will feast or, till daylight warns them
to take shelter in tlic seeluded parts of the lLiouse.
A twelvemonth's residenee in the colony reconciles
most people to these troublesome visitors. As for
the old colonists, they scarcely notice them; for
the bite of a mosquito seldom leaves a mark on
any person Who has been long in tlic country.

When | returned from visiting the Royal George,
preparations were being made for the Christmas
dinner. A goose and several ducks were made
ready for roasting. A large piees of good beef
and many excellent pies and tarts lay side by side
upon the kitchen table. A pluem-pudding,—an
indispensible requisite t0 every Christmas dinner —
was being stirred wp in alarge carthen bowl. Near
the corner of an old building, a wood fire burnt
brizhtly, and over it Bung a large kail-pot, ready
to receivo tlic Christmas pudding.
v3
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About nine o’clock, the people began to throng
towards the ball-room. The warehouse was SOON
crowded. At each end there sat a fiddler. A lively
air was struek up, and the dance begun. The
principal dancers on the male side were the sailors.
The females were mostly natives of the colony;
and lovely did the currency lasses look on that
occasion.  What with white dresses, artificials,
jewelry, and bright eyes, the sight was perfectly
dazzling ; and they acre famous daneers; NO kind
of firure seemed to come wrong to them. The ball
wag kept up with great spirit till “a wee short hour.
ayont the twal,” without any disturbing incidents,
. except a short quarrel now and then between a
couple of rival elaimants, far the hand of a pretty
girl as pariner. Many of the ladies danced their
boots to pieces, and had to be supplied with new
ones. Noi the least interesting party in this scene,
were the lookers . In front of tho wide doors,
which were left open, stood a group of natives, a
number of Chinese coolies, and many others, Who
did not choose to join in the danee, The black
fellows and the gins kept laughing and shouting
* budgeree white fellow,” at the end of every dance.
And the Chinese made a eountinnal chattering of
¢schowchow,” during the whole time the ball lasted.
When the dancing ceased, Mr. Rogers made a
wind-up hy a song “ Colin and his Cow,” the
morality Of which is aboat equal to that of some

[ 1}
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of the ballads sung at our eountry fairs. It called
forth great applamse. This over, the assemblage
dispersed quietly to their homes. Such was the
manner in whieh a part of the inhabitants of New-
castle enjoyed themselves on a Christmas eve.

Great nnmbers of Chinese coolics have been
imported into New South Wales during the last few
years, to supply €hedemands of the labour market.
They make good shepherds, middling house servants,
and tolerable cooks. But very few are worth more
than 5s. or Gs. per week, with rations. At all
sorts of work requiring much excrtion, one English
labourer would do as much as half-a-dozen
 John Chinamen,” Mr. Rogershad one for a cook,
and the kitchen was a general rendezvous for about
twenty or thirty of them in the evening. They
were exceedingly loquacious celestials ; their eon-
versation was sometimes perfectly deafening ; and
their noise resembled that made by a flock of lap-
wings, more than any other sound | am zequainted
with.

Christmas-day came, The weather was very hot.
The bush-fire was still raging, although its further
progress was stayed by varions impediments. Oaur
Christmas dinner was to be held at the house of
Mr. Michael Dwyer, Mrs. Rogers’s father, the
principal undertaker in the eity. At one o’clock,
p-m., headed by Rogers and family, we all marched
towards the rendezvous, All the other guests had
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arrived, and were waiting for us, that they might
commence the feast. The entire number of gunests
would be about twenty. On reaching the dinirg
room, we saw a large table, overspread by awhite
corer, on Which rested the best china and crockery
ware of the establishment. Rogers took his seat
at one end of the table, and Mr. Dwyer at the
other. The fowls were placed before them; but
these almost defied their skill, they were so tough
and stringy. Judge of our disappointment, when we
noticed their almost fruitless efforts, and discovered
that the fowls were only half-roasted George
Gardiner had been enfrusted with this duty; buo
his exertions at the ball had so {atigned him that
our Christmas dinner was spoiled in consequence.
This failure threw quite a damp over the party,
and mused the conversation to become flat and
monosyllabic, which must have been anything but
pleasing to tho principal parlies concerned in
getiing up the feast. A general attack was next
made on the roast-beef, which fortunately proved
eatable. After this, the plum-pudding was intro-
duced as the finale tOthe solids. ¢ presented an
uninviting appearance, and was quite a failure.
Whether it was owing to tho ingredients, or their
manipulation, Or miswanagemens in the boiling, |
am nof prepared to say; but it was nearly as
tough as the goose, and would have been rather a
dangerous charge fo have met coming out of the
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mouth of a cannon, TN at the distance of a
hundred yards. Very of it was eaten, and the
rest was soon removed to make way for the dessert,
consisting oF confectionery, {ruits, wines, and other
drinks. The conversation now became more ani-
mated, and the former failures wore for the moment
forgotten. At this crisis, a young Irishwoman,
whose husband had just expired, came in, and amid
her many tears, ordered a coffin for her beloved
And she was only gone a few minutes when a
workingman, who Iived in the country, eame in to
order a collin for his child Theso two solemm
incidents threw amother chill over the spirits of the
company; and in a fow minutes afterwards, the
company mas dispersed over various parts of the city,
searching after some more lively entertainment.

I have been frequently astonished at tho very
expensive mauner in which the working-peoplo
conducted their funcrals, especially those of the
Roman catholic persuasion. T saw the coffin for
the child before-mentioned, after it was finished.
Tt was covered With the best black eloth, and the
sides, ends, and lid were profusely ornamented with
bright metal crosses. AS there was no professional
painter in tho plaece, the name of the child was
only rudely written on the bred-plate. The coat
of the coffin was £5; that of an aduli, similarly
decorated was £7,
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During my stay there, the bill of mortality -was
very light. 1 only saw two funerals, and they ware
both on a Senday. TDC first was that of a young
man, accidentally killed by the discharge of a
fowling-piece, while stooping t o gather some “pig’s
faces,” a kind of fruit which grows by the river
side. | was standing beside the Fitz Roy pillar,
and looking towards Maitland, when my attention
was arrested Dy a procession, moving slowly from
a Tow Of pitmen’s houses mear the railway. It
wended its way rourd the feot of the hill, rind up
the long straggling street towards the church. No
rural funeral at home eould have been conducted
more respectfully. All who met the procession
either turned and went along with it, or stood with
uncovered heads till it passed. The other funeral
was that of William Rouse, an innkeeper. There
was nothing unusual about if. The eoffin was a
very expensive one, and was deposited in tho family
vault.

The charch yard is composed of dry sandy soil ;
and has the appearance Of a true English burial
Place, a fac simile oF which may be seea I most
of our rural districts.

The lest day of 1852, was one Of the hotiest
that had oceurred within the remembranee Of the:
oldest colonist. There was a hot wind blowing the
whole day, and many miles of thick bush was ‘on
fire only a short distanee from the eity. The resident

. ." ‘,in -
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clergyman, Mr, Hilton, measured the mean bent by
thermometer, at various intervals during the day,
which ke found to be 143 degrees farenheit. At
noon it was 150 degrees in the sun, and nearly as
much in the shade,—mueh ham was done to the
grapes and other fruits up the river, by this
scorching blast. ON the evening of that day I
went to reside with Joseph Spragg, storekeeper.
The sleeping room | oeenpied there was one of the
largest in the house, and on the first floor. Tho
mosquitoes came UPON me in hundreds. Several
times during the night, | burned cow dung, buk all
tono purpose—on they eame in swarms, as SOON as
tltc smoke eleared away. When daylight appeared
| found great numbers which | had crushed by
rolling ever in the bed to avoid their bites. \When
| looked In the glass, my face was frightlally
marked, but not swollen. Mosqgnitoes arc not the
only pests these hot winds waken into active life.
Tarantulas, centipedes, and scorpions are ofien to be
met with erawling about tltc houses, and sometimes
before a change tn the weather, cockroaches come
from every corner In tho house, and run about in
all directions. They are about two inches in
length, and of a beautiful dark green eolour on the
back. They are quite harmless.

My new host was one of the most extraordinary
characters in the place. He had been twenty
yeara in the colony. He was a native of London,
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and had been sent out for housebreaking, but his
conduct had been so exemplary, that he was
appointed barber in the hospital, and organist of
the church; and Ilastly, he obtained a ticket-of-
leave to reside in any of the Australian colonies.
Soon after this hC married an amiable and
industrious woman, a free emigrant, who had done
much to gnide him on the way towards wealth and
independence. He was then the owner of the
largest store in the place. His shop contained goods
of nearly every description to the value of €1000.
I n construeting his house and store, he had been
his own architect, and had devised several ingenions
contrivances for fastening the windows and doors,
There was searcely anything he could not under-
take to do. At one time he might be seen acting
the barber, at another tailor. He painted nearly all
the eart-sizgns and coflin-plates in his neighbonurhood ;
and he would venture to represeat any character
in a play, or sing a comic song, at a moment's
notice. Once a very amusing scene tOOK place.,
A carman had ordered a cart-sip; the carman’s
name was George Iyde, and Sprage painted it
upon a piceo of tin in black leiters. Ilo then set
the plate on the mantel-piece, examined it, and
coneluded that it was first-rate. Hyde came for tho
sign, and when he saw it, he used epithets of a very
uncommendable character. Mr. Spragg defended
his handiwork, but was eventually compelled to
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paint in white tlic spaces between the dark letters,
Ho was, howaver, Well paid; the picce of tin was
about Sin. by Gin, the work was done in a quarter
of an hour, and the cost of the whole was 4s.6d.

Storekecpers and small shopkeepers were much
wanted in Newecastle. The former were realizing
eent. per cent. upon many of the eommodities sold,
owing to tlic lack of eompetition. There was no
painter in the city; and no glazier, except an
old man who kncn little about it. Shoemakers
and tailors almost wronght night and ddy, carning
from £3 to £4 per weck. Carpenters and joiners
had abundanee of employment, at from 13s. to 15s,
per day. Beef was 3d. per 1b. ; mutton, 2d. to
21d. ; broad, 3d. Board and lodging, from 14s, to
£1 per week. Fruit of all kinds came down the
river in boat-loads. Pecaches were Id. per dozen,
grapes 4d. per 1h., and bananas, apricots, almouds,
and pomegranales were equally cheap,

Land for huilding siles sold at enormous priees.
I was present ab one Government sale. The lots
comprised small seetions in the Dest business part
of the city. The old barracks stood upon one of
these seetions, and that site was purchased at tlic
ratc ol £70 per foot, for the length of the frontage
—a price equal to that paid for tlic same kind of
property in Melbourne.

Mr, Spragg’s next appearance before the public

was in tlic eharacler of a comic singer at a public
X
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concert given in the couri-house by Mr. Chester.
Mrs, Chester was the prineipal and only female
singer, She had been a professional both in Lon-
don and Sydney. Mr. Chester was a clerk at a
store, and had oxly been a short time in the city.
Concerts were rare things in Neweastlo ; and when
ke night came, the house was crowded with all the
fashion and beauty of the city and neighbourhood.
Mr, Spragg, in order to be in full trim for the
occasion, had two nights of rehearsal in his om
drawing-room. A short time before the eoncert
hour, the Kkitchen was turned into a green-room,
¥ lent him a long pair of ridgeand-furrow Scotch
stockings, which he drew on over white trousers
and fastened a€the knees with pieces of red ribbon.
A loose shooting-jacket was thrown aeress his
shoulders, and & rustic hat well floured, erowned
the whole man, As s finishing-stroke, his faco was
coloured with rouge, and his hair was dusted
with whiting. e spent an hour at this evening’s
toilet. Mis duty was to shine in the character of
a country clown ; and before a large glass on the
chimney-piccc he stndied his part so well, that he
was “perfeet” by the time he was ealled upon.
Mrs. Chester sung several popular sorgs, accompa-~
pied by the piano ; Master Sydney Chester, a boy
of 14 years, snng scveral nigger melodies; Mr.
James Hannel sung an Irish sonr; and then

= )

came Mr. Spragg, who sung the * Country Fair.”
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This song clicited a hwrricane of applause, which

dicd away in the grufl sonnds made by some clever
imitator of a braying donkey. The whole of the
proceedings passed off so well, that there was
another coneert on the following weck, ab which
Mr. Spragg appeared in the same cha.rac.ter, and
Mr. Rogers, grotesquely attired, sung his usual
ditty.

Sjcr)mc days after this, a mumber of mountebanks,

{from Maitland, paid a visit to Neweastle, and by . (o

permission, located themselves in Mrs. Crofi’s yard,
at the end of Mr. Spragg’s premises. These
nimble gentry staycd four days, and werce amply
enriched by their visit.

One lovely evening, while standing upon the
yerandah, amusing myself with a telescope I held
in my hand, on dirccting it towards the sed, I saw
a fine bacquo rounding the Nobbics and making for
the harbour.  After some time I went down to the
whatf, She proved to he the William Hydc: of
London, and had come frem Sydney to takeina
eareo ol caltle, sheep, and lorses for Wellington,
"New Zealand. \

T hwl a gread desire lo seo the eountry, so I
engaged a berth in the cabin, at steerage fare, L£8,
and mes: with the steward.

The -vew consisted of cleven Maorics, or New
Zealanders, and six Yuropeans, in addition to the
officers. The Maories all came into the city that

x2
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night, and their singular appearance attracted mnch
attention. They were strapping young fellows.
Some grotesquely tattooed ; one or twe had car-rings
of a peculiar kind oOf shark’s tceth suspended by
a piece of ribbon from their cars. There were a
few who were not disfigured by tatooing, and tlicir
complexions wcrc as fair as these of eur agricultural
Iabounrers. Tho others were of a browaish olive
tinge, but nonc were very dark Afier strolling
sbout the place for a considerable time, they
mustered in front of James Hannel’s, to look at
a group of black fellows and gins, who were
dancing & corrobory. The gins and their Iubras,
however, were 8o lazy that neither drink, tobaceo,
nor money, would indece them to go throngh aught
beyond ¢he preliminaries of that wild pastime. No
sooner had they ended, than the Maories commenced
their terrible war song.  Squatting themselves
down, with their legs erossed in the oriental fashion,
they beganm by making a neise not wulike the
snorting of an “iron horse,” beard half-a-mile Off.
This noisc was accompanied by violent gestures,
and the rapid motion of their hands ihrough the
air.  As they heeamo more exeited, their eyes rolled
in {renzy, and their heads turned from one side to
the other. And at every turn they sent forth roars
the most piercingly savage and demoniacal that |
ever heard from human beings. When the SOQ
wes finished, one of them went round with his
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cap and made a collection. After tlte colleclion wai
socurced, they all started to their .feet, g‘:-t'\r.c1 :
iremendous yell, ran down to the ship and divide
the"r?ﬁ::i. were some valuable materials that evcn;ng
for an cthnologist.  Four, ak least, out of thf} ' &vc-i
different races into which Blumcrfbacke lufs dunT ;)t
the human family were present in the eity. ﬂle
Negro race, by the natives; the Mal-a.y, liy 13
Maorics; the Mongolian, by the Chincse; an
the Cancassian, by the English, and other European.s.
The William Hyde would be ready for sc; in
{welve days, and 1 dctormined to bave s;no. ;:{1'1
excarsion up the country before'l left. 1 ecl-,:r
cn going to Maitland. The .dwtancc fro.m ew;
castle to that place, by road, 13 tm.mty mxﬁ,.aﬁt
by siver forty. The fare by mail was ,-h gr
stcamer 4s. 6d., and 2s. from Morpeth by ommtu- .
in all Gs. 64, I chose the road, and took a sea 1111
tho mail cart. It was & lmir square DLoOX, 1ﬁrn;i
bolted together, seated on all sides, and well-ad ‘Ly e]
in every other vespeek for the roads of t]}(n us 1‘.l
The driver was a fine young feuoxv—»a natw.e, ::m
the best wlhip in tho colony. }'f y lellow Inwbmllg_,‘u 18
were two Ivishwomen, & Jittle gjrl, and 2 shc.p u.r(i
The latter was nearly Dlind with ophthal{ma, :lu.u
was a paticnt of Dr. Bowkar™s, who ]1::(1 siven 1um
little hbpc of recovering his si.ght. We 'stuf'te{T(;l:’
the journey aboutb six o’elock in the morning. L3¢

3
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day was exceedingly hot, and nothing but the very

lightest kind ofclothing eould be endured. A broad
brimmed white felb hat, and a loose fitting linen
hlouse were my dress, and the others were arraved
in the lightest manner possible. One of the women,
the mother of the little girl was both good-looking
and agreeable. She had also that keen natural
relish for fan, so peewliar to frish females. The
other was lean and ill-favoured, andto make matters
worse, NOt entirely sober. There was only room for
three of us in the body of the carf, on acconnt of
the mail bags. So 1 took a seat in front, by the
side of the driver, the little girl sat on my knee,
These preliminaries being arranged, off we staried.
The cart was drawn by three horses, which €orpowers
of endurance and swiftness eonld not be equalled
out of New South Wales. Onwe went at a rapid
pace, dowa the long straggling street, and across
the green space Which borders {he bush. The road,
for the first two miles, had many windings, and was
overhung by immense gum and iron-bark trees,
giant cedars, and graceful wattles.

The rapid manner in which we swept along gave
to the scemery a shifting charaeter of tho most
romantic and enchanting deseription. The driver
pulled up to eut a handle for his whip, which till
then he had not thought of using. Shortly after,
we came upon a fine picee of rod, bounded 0N each
side by a thick forest. This road, for two miles,
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was straight as an arrow. We had_ not :f;l(‘)ne f:;rl
4ill we met two handsome young 1adies, vic m:r[,'- b
fineJookiug bay horses. One was dressed In ‘; azhe
fitting linen jackol and cabbage-tree s\osc :,1 g
other in a black stk visite, and Donnet an 1.e11, o
the latest fashion from Sydney. Botlz worek(.)[ng'
riding-habits, made of some 1ig1'at material. 1 A e:r
snjnutes more brought us opposiie a small c e:mlnb,
with a fow shed-like Dboildings on the far side, € ?si
1o the trees, and gheltered from the fieree 1':1}!5-0
the sun. Three or four mileh cows, and .a.few daTry |
utensils stood outside the dwelling.  This was Ix;m
Bark Farm, the residence of the fwo young ladies
we had recently mob. The road now becu-lme
much worse; sbumps of irees, deep ruts, .aud {)t-‘l‘:r:l‘
impediments, tested the skill of the drver. de
pevertheless, still kept on our CORISe at fu.ll sp?]?t s
and our whip felt proud while showing lus a.bn; y
in stecring clear of all ohstac]cs.. No.;w and t-l:,m
however, we were well jolted, despite his dexten yi
On onc occasion, whilst passing over a very bz—u
piece of road, the car gave a tremendous shake,
and one of the women threw her arm rou‘nd ny
waist, fo avoid beng {hrown upen the mm} ha;g-s.
I must confess that I fclf uncomfortable i thus
ludicrous position, although some of my fei!(?w
passengers seemed highly delighted fqt. the predica
ment. And, as if to add to my discomfiture, 1l
woman cvery mow and then gave me a heard]
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squeeze, by way of reminder Of her « attachment.”
There was, however, no shaking her off, and no
help for the annoyance; for had I made the least
objeetion, | might have fared worse. Sg | bore it
and laughed with the rest. The pleasant prattle of
the little girl on my knee, and tho lovely scenery
through which wc were passing, made me forget
my tormentor,

The purity of the atmosphere, our rapid rate
of travelling, and tho bright gleams of golden
sunshine that streamed through openings amid the
trees, tho elear blue sky above, long siretches of
forest expanding before s, and here and there
the Hunter river, like a brilliant mirror, reflecting
the loveliness Of the ever-changing scenery—dl
tended to impart a bucyaney to the animal spirits,
and prodmece an impression on the mind similar to
that made by the perusal of the first fairy tale
read in carly life. Again, passing through the
umbrageons parts of the forest, where lofty trees
and low serub interwoven into a thick veil that shut
out the sunlight, was like reading a gloomy page
in tho « Pilgrim’s Progress.”

We came next to a steep hill, ealled Iron Bark
Brow, at the bottom of which there iS a small
creek and swampy ground. The creek was crossed
by a low riecketty wooden bridge. This place had
been remarkable in the history of the road, for
upsetiing mail carts and other conveyances, Down

el
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the Lill, and across the bridge we went in a few
seconds, to the foot of another Lrow of less cleva-
tion on the opposite side. After this aseent, the
road turned Lo the right, and kepé close to the left
bank of the Tfunter, as far as the eyc coull reach.
A narrow strip of fum greensward, with the river
on one sile and the forest on the olber, formed the
road, and over it our herses bonuded along at a
marvellous rate. Many of the Targe trees we passed
presented splendid specimens ol the stag-horn fern,
growing upon them, aboub filuy feet from the

ground,

Iron bark huls, and other tencwents, began to
make their appearance, some with half-a-dozen
children scampering about in the greatest glee,
looking the very picture of health and conteniment.
W.e were then within the boundary of Hexham
township, and iu sight of the half-way house, at
which wo shortly after arrived. Mr. Sm|tha_ﬂ“’
owner of the place, and two brawny shoemakers
with their leather aprons on, came outto receive
ns. These men had committed crimes, and were
doing their lagging with Mr. Smith, who appeared
to be a very kumane man, and ihey secmed to have
easy times of it. Thc house was aplain building,
of two stories, having a kitchen and other out-
offices at the rcar. We cntered the bar; it mas
presided over by Mrs. Smith, a pale looking slender
Irishwoman, as agrecable in overy respeet as her
husband,



298 AUSTRALIA AND

Both of my female friends ordered a nobbler ;s

immediately as a foundation for breakfast ; but |
turned into the breakfast-room, and the rest scon
fallowed. Tho breakfast-tablo was covered With a
white cover, and spread over with joints of eold
meat, bread, butter, eheese, and the most delicious

cream, t0 which was added iea and coffee. The
charge was 1s. Breakiast finished, tho females
again paid their respects to tho bar, where they
were joined by 2 tall broad-shouldered eountryman
of their own, a farmer in the rcighbourhood, ITe
paid partleula.r attention to my good-looking friend,
anda piece of pleasant banter passed between.them
that kept the place in a rear of langhter till the
time for starting. This son of Erin wore a long
blue eoat and light fustian trousers. He was
finished at the head with a large cabbage-tree hat,
and at the feet by a pair Of enormous brogues.
s beard was long, stifl, and grizaly. When we
were Seated in tho ear, he came to shake hands
with Mrs. Tierney, his lively countrywoman, and she

flung her arm round his neck, and gave him a ,

most loving salute in true Irish style. He was
so much plessed With this unexpeoted frolie, that
he doffedhis hat, and threw it up i the air with
gestures and a yell peculiar to excited Irishmen.
Off we started, leaving him to finish his fandango,
and the bystanders fo recover their gravity. He
scampered about in front of the house, amid the
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cheers and laughter of the crowd; and the last
thing we saw about the plaee, as it faded from our
view, was the cabbage-tree hat rolling in the air,
high above the top of the half-way houso.
'The next stoppage was at Hexham post-office.
An old native, tho last of his tribe, wall-eyed and
nearly blind, ecame to the side of the mail cart, not
to beg—but 1o speak to the driver, whom ke knew.
e secmed highly pleased with the little girl, and
still more so when he was told she was a native
like himself. His only coveringwas an old blanket,
and nhis face there was pereeptible none of that
Jow ennning, which is so peculiarly characteristic of
savago tribes.  On the contrary, his countenance
was indieative Of frankness and intclligenee. 1lis
wants were abundantly sapplied by a few individuals
residing near the river, on whose banks he spent
much of his time in basking in tho sunshine. From
his emaciated condition it was evident that the
tide of life was ebbing fast, and that he would soon
be gathered unto his people.

We took up another passenger here, a gentleman
farmer, resident in Hexham, who was going to
Maitland on business ; and off we went again. The
r o d passed through the principal part of Hexham.
In the middle of this village there ¥ a neat wooden
chapel, and a short distance from it a small school,

and about half-a-dozen houses scattered over the
distance of ncarly a mile among the fields, There
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were grazing paddocks covered with rich h

. ] erbage,
fields covered with stubble, nearly a yard high, t%]e

rem_ains of the last crop." In others, rich crops of
Indian corn crlivened the scene.

Two miles from Maitland there was a lone cottage
by the road side, which presented a melancholy
appearance.  [ts owner and his family had gone to
the diggings. The windows were broken, some
parts of tho sod-work removed, and a por,tion of
the roof _had fallen in. The little square garden
plo_t behind was full of rank weeds, in the mgiZZt of
Whl(?h stood a fnc peach-frec heavily laden with
Iu§C|ous fruit ; but none felt inclined to gather them
We arrived in Maitland abou& noon. |

s 2w
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Mswrrann is i lown as Targe a3 Uxbridge, which
it much resembles. A beantiful river the size of
the Colne, meandeys through it; and its sloping
banks arc Jaid out in neab parterres, well-cultivated
gardeus, and fruitful orchatds, where flowers, and
herbs, and fruit, grew in abundance.

The surrounding eountry, and the manner in
wlich it was divided into ficlds, reminded me of
Middlesex and Buckinghamshire.

All the s, and even the gmall public-houses,
had the chequers upon the door-posts, as may be

Y
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seen in the above-named counties, The neat little
church, sitmate in the ceniral part of the tom, is
a fac-simile of many | have seen in the south of
England. The houses and shops surreunding €he
church ealled to mind the pretty village of Hilling-
don, near Uxbridge. Some of the honses are of
wood, rest upon wheels, and may be moved from
one Jocality to another. The major part of tho
buildings am of brick, and & most irregular kind
of architecture obtains.

There are many fine inns, and two or three coffee
houses, where aceommodation could be obtained at
a reagonable’ rate. | went into one Of the most
respectablé, It had a pillared front, and two pro-
jecting wings, and was only ono storey high. At
tho entrarce, placards were hung, stating the bill
of fare. One Of thesa was headed Dy the Australian
arms, painted in water-colours, and manifesting
littlc artistic skill, having alse the motto—*Advance
Australia,” in large letters, on a red ribbon at the
bottom. | was conducted through the place by
the owner, Who appeared desirous of making his
customers as comfortable as possible, Some of the
back rooms hail been turned into shoemakers'

,Shops to suit the requircments of some of his
permanent boarders. These each paid him 14s. per
week, a sem Which many eould earn in a single day.

There are several extensive eorn mills, soaperies,
tanneries and boiling-down establishments, in the
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vicinity of Maitland. Great quantities of tallow
are gent from here to Sydney for exportation.
Maitland has one newspaper. |ho Maitland
Mercury, published twice every week, is well-con-
ducted, and very popular throughout the colony.
| was taken through the establishment by a brother
of the editor and proprietor, with whom I became
acquainted on my first visit to Maitland. The
proprietor’shouse and the offices of the paper are
under one roof, in a neat edifice, built of rod brick,
two storeys high, and situate in tho cenfral paré
of the town in the principal street. Tho words
« Mercury Office,” arc painted in largo black letiers
on a white ground, and werc aflixed to the eastern
gable. The western end was overshadowed by a
maguificent white cedar. In the rear, there k a
large paddock, where Mr. Jounes keeps two liorses
for his own use. The newspaper was printed by
s Columbian press, constructed on am improved
principle, and everything about the place was in
first-rate order. In the elerks’ ofice | met with a
fellow Cumbrian, Mr. Carruthers, from Carlisle.
He was tho ehief elerk ; but he was then unwell,
and had been at Neweastle only a few days before,
consulting Dr. Bowker. It gave Lim much pleasure,
to converse With ome who ecame from the same
county I England, which he was likely never to
see again. The pleasure was not one-sided.

Y2
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In the afternoon |went to Mr. Gorriek’s, and
booked for a seat In the mail-cart returning next
morning to Newecastle, This done, | partook of

some refreshment With Mr. Jones, and then strolled *

out through tho western part of the town into tho
country, taking €hedirection of Singleton. About
a mile out, I came to a neat little dairy farm, ard
in the barn almost adjoining the house, two men
were thrashing comn with flails.  This was the first
time since my arrival in tho colony, that | heard
this familiar sound, and | could seareely resist going
into the bam to have a swing with an old
acquaintance. During my stay In Sydney, several
complaints among the farmers had found their way
into the newspapers. The farmers of Golburn in
particular, complained of tho rapid spread of the
Scotch burr.  This weed is a great annoyance to
the Australian agrieulturists. Indeed, so great a
pest is it, that one correspondent of the Sydney
Ilerald steted, that some fields in Golburn had been
covered to such amn extent that they were nearly
valueless, | made several enquiriesof the farmers
in Maitland, but fourd that although it did exist
there, ithad not been productive Of much injury.
Londen and its vicinity appears to have supplied
the greatest part of the population of Maitland.
The Cockney idiom is to be_heard In every part of
the town.
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There are no places of public amusement, nor
free concert-rooms as in Sydney. The principal
pastime among those who frequent the inms is
« Judge and Jury,” a sort of performance in which
parties persomate the various characters of judge,
jury, lawyer, criminal, &e. Tho cases brought
before these mock tribunals are mostly of such a
deseription as renders the morality of such pastime
far from commendable. Maitland s noted for its
horse-races. They are held annually, and attract
great numbers of people from all parts of New
South Wales.

Farm labourers were mueh in request. \Wages
were high, and food cheap and abundant. There
is ample room for a large population between
Maitland and Mortor Bay. The land for hmndreds
of miles round is the richest in the world, either for
pasturage or agrieullure.  Tonsands of sheep,
horses and ealtle roam about in tho immense plain,
and hundreds never return to their owners, stray-
ing into the mountainous regions of New England,
they beeome wild, and afford sport for the Australian
huntor. Many a daring sportsman and his stced

have perished in this perilous chase.

The Maitland women are very preity, the young
women especially. T do not remember secing a
single face that could be called either ugly or for-
bidding. The entire place had a well-to-do con-

tented like appearance. | could not help thinking
m3
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how different in that respeet this fine inland town

was to similar towns at home, There was not a
beggar t0 be seen; nor were there any pitiable

ballad-singers, nor tormenting musie grinders,

Every one Who could work had plenty to do, and
was Well paid for doing L Like all other towns
in the colony, it had too many publiec-houscs, These
to a great extent, absorbed the savings of the
working-classes, and were highly detrimental to the
interests of the community.

After strolling about till nightfall, I returned to
the Mercury establishment, where I remained till
morning. Abomnt Six o’clock, the mail cart was
ready for. starting, The passengers were a gold-
digger and his wife, a piiman’s wife, and myself,
A short distanee from Maitland, the driver stopped
fo take up another passenger, an old German lady,
who lived in a neat cottago Dy the roadside. A
little pet dog was her companion, and she detained
us a quarter of an hour in making arrangements for
it till her return, At longth, she made hor appear-
ance, and a singular one it was. Iler stylo Of
dress had been obsolete at least sixty years. She
wore alight buff-coloured gowr, very straight n
the skirt and short in the waist, with fight-fitiing

sleeves, fastemed by a band round the wrist. A
small drab-colotired shawl, fastened in front With a

gold pin, covered her shoulders. A false front of
dark auburn hair, fell in ringlets over her brow,
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A large Leghorn bonnet, with a light brown gauze
veil attached, adorned her head. Her feet were

encased in high-quartered shoes, well blackballed,
and neatly fastened with blaek silk ribbon, Aus-
tralia was the last place in the world where I would
have expeeted 0 meet with such an old fashion on
a living model. The old lady was highly amused
when we told her that die must be a very impor-
tant personage, O the royal mail would not have
gtayed till she supplied the wants of her dog-
While we were talking, erackk went the whip, and
anay e bounded through the mazes of the forest.
After an hour’s pleasant drive, we arrived at the
half-way house, and partook of an excellent break-
fst.  The German lady was shown into a private
room, upstairs ; but not relishing her morning meal
I that unsocial style, she specdily joined us at the
public breakfast-table. Tler private history was,
doubtless, an intercsling one, though none of her
fellow-passengers knew anything of it, and on the
subject she was silent; yet all might easily per-
ccivo, from her politeness and general demecanour,
that sho had seen better days.

When the allotted time had passed, we resumed
our journey, and speedily reached tho foot of Tron
Bark Brow. Here We all dismounted, and walked
to the top. When near the summit | turned rouad,
and was rather surprised fo see the poor old lndy
nearly exhausted, and only a short distance from
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the bass of tho hill. The gold-digger and myself
immediately returned to her assistance. She very
good-humouredly charged us with lack of gallantry,
€or which we apologized as politely as possible.

‘W soon after passed Iron Bark Farm, got npon
the good road, and in the course of half-an-hour,
tho Nobbies and Fitz Roy pillar made their appear-
ance. A few minutes after we Wat into Newoastle
full speed; and such were the exeellent qualities of
our horses, that they seemed almost as fresh as
when they left Maitland,

The William Hyde was now ready for her cargo.
The fittings for the eattle and horses in the ‘tween
decks were complete, and the upper deck was
covered With shecp-pens, made of thin scantlings
nailed lo the bulwarks. The cattle were shipped
first. They had been driven into a fold upon the
wharf, close to tho vessel, At the entrance of the
fold stood a sailor, having in his hand along pole,
by which he threw a running noozé over the head
of the nearest animal. Tho noozc was attached to
a yope which run throngh a pulley at the end of

the mainyard. AS soon as the nooze was affixed.
ithe rope was hauled taut by these on board. The
animal was then dragged by the neck INto the
waler, close to the ship, afore leg was then thrust
through the nooze to prevent strangulation, . AN
. instant after, the animal was suspended in the air,
swung over tho hatchway, and lowered into the
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hold. The eattle were all treated in this way, and
many were severcly injured. The horses werc
similarly managed; but wlicn cach reached the
water it was conveyed between two boats fastened
together by & spar across their bows, so that a
horse could pass between them. A pair of strong
canvas stays werc then drawn underneath by an
iron erock. OnN both Sides of the stays were loops
through which passed the ropo that connected
them with tho block at the mainyard. A rope also
prevented the stays from slipping. Three horses,
harnessed in a light wagon, to which the tackle
was attached, were driven along the wharf, raising
the other horse into the air, where it was allowed
to remain till it eeased pawing; the rope mas then
loosed from the wagon, and the animal gradually
lowered into tho hold Two days were occupied in
putting the cattle and horses on board. A gang-
way was then made for the sheep, and {hey were
all driven on board in an hour.

There were upwards of 140 eattle, between 40
and 60 horses, 700 sheep, about 30 rams, and two
calves. The whole of this living cargo was from
Patrick’s Plains, in the neighbourkood of Singleton.

Tho average cost of the cattle was about €5 each,
and the horses £10, The moat valuable amongst

them eost €40. The aheep cost about 6s. each.
The cattle were & mixed lot. Brown was the

prevailing colour. They were all in good condition,
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and two or three of them gave = considerable
supply of milk. ThO horses were Lghtlimbed,

none Would be more than 14 hands high, and some _-‘:
much below that. Tho prevailing eolours were { &

light bay and chesnat. A beantifa) chesnut horse
was Killed by slipping out of the stags whilst

suspended from the mainyard. The sheep wero of ,_;
the Spanish or Merino breed, and when fat would -

weigh about 401bs. each ; but they are more prized
for fine wool than for feeding properties in New
South Wales.

Large ironbound trusses of hay were lashed on
each aide of the poop, and stowed away in the
ship. Maize and other requisites for the horses
were shipped in abundance. 10 these were added
medicines, and a stock of fresh water, and our ship
was ready for sea

I took leave of my kind friends, Mr. Sprage and

his wife, on the morning of the 26th of February,
1853, and went on board the William Hyds, just

as she was leaving the wharf. There were five
cabin-passengers, Mr. Hayward, a German, and his ' §3

wife, a pretty young Englishwoman ; Mr. Holstead
and Mr. Trinadad, of Patrick's Ilains; and Mr.
Singleton, of Singleton. In additionto these were
Mrs. Applethwaite, the eaptain’s Wife, a nurse and
two children, onea fine girl three years old, and
the other a boy about ten months.

L
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‘Mrs. Applethwaite was a preity Little woman, a
native of Sydney, and abont 22 years of age. She
had in perfeetion the finely chiselled features so
peculiar to the women of Sydney. Iler hair was
dark brown, and was shaded back in luxuriant
{resses, fastened behind with aplain black vibbon.
She generally wore a black satin dress, and a small
white collar round her neck. T¥ler name was Lucy,
and she was as amiable as beantiful. Capfain
Applethwaite was a stout, broad-faced, good-looking
Englishman, about 30 years of age, a thoreugh
son Of the sea, as strong as two ordinary men.
Mr. Holstead was a noble-looking Englishman,

5%: -about 40 years of age, and stouter than the
¥ Captain, He was a veterinary surgeon at Patrick’s

Plains, where he had both an inn and a large farm.
He had been fifteen years in the colony. Mr,
Trinadad was Mra Applethwaite’s uncle, and an
extensive farmer near Singleton, Mr. Singleton
was about 25 years of age, exceeding six feet in
lLeight, stout and well-proportioned. He was a
horsc-dealer, and had assisted In shipping the
horscs. He resided at {he village of Singleton, a
name given to it by his futher, who was tho first
resident there and an extraordinary and daring
character, Mr, Hayward had been a shopkecper
in Melbourne ; hut he disliked that place so much
that e sold his stock-in-trade, and purchased a
bouse in Wellington, of which he was now going to



312 AUSTRALIA AND

taeke possession. He was fond Of falking about
Saxony and other parts of Germany; bnt his
English was so bad that we uanderstood Vvery litile

of what he said, except on onc subjeet, and that 3

was, his love for duclling in early life. His right
hand was minus the forefinger, which had been
cut off n an encounter with a German student.
He had a pair of beautiful duelling pistols, and a
sword, which he kept €or tho purpose of defending
his honour.

Mrs. Applethwaite’s father-in-law, Mr. Holmes,
of Sydney, came to sec us off. He had purchased
alarge tract of land, which hc ealled the Fitz Roy
estate. |t contained abundance of coal, limestone,

and iron. e had sent some specimens of the iron ‘B
to Mr. Herapath, of Bristel, to be analysed, and to §:
Sheffield to be mannfactured into knife-blades. Tre -H.
eutlors Spoke in high terms of its excellent proper- ;1
ties, and Mr. Herapath reported that tho iron wes 3

superior in quality to any found in Europe.

The erew of the William Hyde, consisted of

three able seamen, shipped at Sydney for £6 per
month, two mates, and two apprentices, eleven
Maorics, and four Ausiralian blacks, We had
much coming to get the latter on board. When
we lay in the harbour, we saw tho tallest of them
standing on the wharf, lifting his hand to his head

in imitation of drinking. The other three were -

a cousiderable way off. These gestures had the

o
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desired effect; they gradually approached the wharf
and got into one of the ship’s boats that was wait-
ing for them. When they came on Dloard, - the
captain told them they would get plenty of ¢ boul,”
(ram) if they would consent to go and help to take
eare Of the sheep and cattle. A Dblack bottle of
rem and water was handed to them By the steward
with the cork driven in as tight as possible. They
squatted down on the forceastle, and after a
great effort, extracted the cork and divided the
contents, chattering and laughing at each other
all the while, so delighted were they with the con-
tents of the black bottle. Mr. Holstead, Who wes
well acquainted with their habits, said that the
more difficulty there was in extracting the cork,
the more highly the contents were prized.

Two of these black fellowswere very interesting
characters. Jackey Jackey was a servant with tlie
unfortunate Kennedy, who perished whilst on a
surveying cxpedition in North Australia, The
deseription this savage gave of tho death of his
ill-fated master was in the highest degree poetieal ;
but unfortunatcly we camnot give it in his own
words. Whilst cxploring A part hitherfo urex-
plored, they were surrounded Dy hostile natives.
One of them threw a spear at Mr. Kennedy, and
wounded him so that he expired soon after. Several
spears WCro thrown at Jackey, but he dexteronsly
cvaded them. When Mr. Kemnedy fell, the hostile

z
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natives fled. Jackey then took his dead master on
his shoulders, and ecarried him fowards the setting
sun ¢l it went down. He {hen in the stillness
of eventide, buried him amid the sands of the
desert. After a perilous journey he reached the
sca-coast, hailed avessel, and told his tale of horror
to the erew. Ultimately the government erected
a tablet fo the memory of Mr. Kennedy, in St.
James's church. They also gave Jackey « pension,
a horse worth €20, and a medal with an inscription
upon if, relating to his master’s virtues and his own.

Tho name of the other was Jimmey. e was
a diminutive, broad-nosed, large-mouthed, curly
headed fellow, with a goad-humourad expression of

countenanee. He had been many years a servant -

with Mr. Holstead, who told us some very amusing
anecdotes respeeting him. We give one by way of
illustration. On enc occasion be had fitted out
Jimmey With a new suit of clothes for the Maitland
races. These consisted of a green Newmarket
coat with bright brass butténs, a drab-coloured
waistcoat, drab cord breeches, yellow top-boots,
a white shirt, blue neck-cloth, and a black hat with
yellow hat-band. Off went Jimmey in his new
toggery to the races. Mr. Holstead followed him
in an hour after, and found him capering about the
course iN his shirt. The other clothes bad been so
much admired Dy some of his {ribe, that to please
them, he divided the garments amongt them. On
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the race-course, and proud of {heir acquisitions,

might be scen Jimmey’s friends ; one with the hat,
another with the eoat—cach wearing one of {he

.items, which jointly conspired to make respectable

Jimmcy’s outer man. Jimmey scemed to eare so
little about his property that he was the proudest
man of the strange group; and as none of tlic
articles WCIC restored, Jimmey retarned in his shich
to the house of his master.

The last day in the harboer of Newcastle we
spent in fishing, and relating our experience of
Australian life. The harbour swarmed with fish, so
that If any offal was thrown into the water it was
devoured directly. We caunght several fine sehnap-
per and some salmon. Om this day also, several
jars of honey and other delicacies were sent to
Mrs. Applethwaite by residents on the river. Old
Tom Hyde, of Mosquito Island, bronght us a basket
of green peas.

Next day st noon, the pilot boarded us, and the
anchor was weighed and tlic sails trimmed €or sea.
Half-way between tlic Nobbics, the wind snddenly
shifted, and we were taken all aback, Down went
the ancher to prevent ounr grounding on the reef.
In a few minates the wind ehanged, we tacked
geveral times, and shivered tho mainsall, as tlic
pilot directed, till wCc got outside the Nobbics.
There we planged into a short jumbling sea, which

made the houses of the City scem as though they
%3
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were dancing & polka About half-a-mile from the |
Nobbies, a fair wind sprung up, and tbe pilot left

us, accompanied Dy llr. Dent and Mr. Holmes.

Tho yards were then squared, and before sunset

nothing could be seen in our wake but a faint
glimpse of the sanny shores of Australia.

We had fine weather and fair winds for the first
two days. But tlic air was sultry, and the vessel
swarmed with flies. At meal-times they annoyed
us greatly by lighting on the food, and frequently
the sugar-basin was covered with a black mass of
these tormentors.

Wind-sails were rigged down all the hatchways,
to cool the vessel. The horses and cattle were put
in stalls athwart ships, with their heads towards an
open space, Those that were restive were tied by
sirong halters to the stall posts.

On the sccond day came the tedions operation of
watering the sheep, which was performed every
alternate day during the voyage. This duty fell
to the lot of the Maories, wWho each carried a
bucket of water and a porter bottle. Tho bottle
was filled with water, and put, into the mouth of
the sheep. After a sufficient quantity had been
given to the animal, a pieee of rope yarn was tied
round its neck, to distinguish it from those not
watered. There was little difficulty in getting them
to take the water thus; and long before the end of
the voyage they had become well-acquainted with
the Maories ard the black bottles.



