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conviets and tho free peoplo is now almost extinet,
and there are no gangs of prizoners employed on
the sireets as was formerly the ease. Several of
the principal merchants and ship-brokers belong to
the former class, and some of them are mood
eitizens and grood masters,

I have occasionally seon seven or eight prisoners
heavily ironed, marched through the city, gnarded
0y policemen armed with pisiols, to prevent any
resistance or atiempls io escape. Secoes sueb as
these gave one & faint idea of what the condition
of Sydney must have been before the abolition of
transporiation.

A railway waa fast progressing towards completion
(and is now I believe finished), between Sydney and
Paramaita, so that this queen of cities is row bles:
with all the appliances of the advanced eivilization
of Europe and the West.

My nexi fishing excursion was in Rusheutier
Bay, and a rare day’s sport we had. We visited
Double Bay and many other intoresting parts of the
harbour. On that oceasion we patronised Mr.
Vineent of Darlinghurst. We eaught bream and
yellow-tail, and several leaniifal rock eod and
parrotfish. My companions directed my attention
to many beautiful places along the shores of these
bays. A place in Rusheutter Bay was pointed out
where a son of Sir Thomas Mitchell perished from
the bite of a snake, pome years ago.

NEW ZEATAND, 287

At the time of this exenrsion I had been two
months in Sydney, and there was scarccly a day
during which I Jiad not some short pleasure-trip
in the harbour or mto the country, The weatiher
was fine and dry all th: ¢ time, except duering two
thunderstorms, and the, were harmless and of brief
duration. Tle only {:me that T can remember
weather equally fine at home, was during the sem-
mer of 1826. Anyone whose recollection ezn earry
him back to that period will be able t¢ form some
idea of the fineness of Lhe elimate, I well remem-
ber the bright sunsets and short twilizhts of that
cxecedingly dry snmmer. Darkness set in almost
as suddenly after sunset as it does in Ausiralia,
The peculiar dryness of the atmosphere was doabt-
less the canse of that phenomenon in both places.

One Saturday afternoon, I looked inte a book-
seller’s window in Georze-strect, and my attention
was atiracted by a pamphlet, which containcd an
account of the Ilunier River, and ihe couniry
round Maitland, by a zlergyman then residing in
the Jatter Jocality. O the hack of the book there
was a quotalion from Seripture :—Deuteronomy
Chap. 8th, aml parl of the 7th, and tho whols of
the 8th verse. ''his jassage was applied to des-
eribe the fertility of that part of the country. IE
reads thus:—*“ A land of brooks of water, of
fountaing and depths that spring out of vallies and
hills A land of wheal, and barley, and vincs, and
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figtrees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive,
and honey” I thought that a place answering
this delightful dageription would amply repay a
visih, and T determined 1o go there as soon as
possible.

Two days later I went o the Steamers’ whar,
and toek a Derth in one of the Hunfer River
steammers, 1 got a refurn ticket in the seeond
cabin for 24s. The distance I had fo go was 100
miles. The Tamar steamer by which I was to
travel, was an old vessel, but she had just wnder-
gone a thorough repair, and was said to be i
cxcellent condition. She was 2 wood boat of
narrow build, and not well caleulated to stand the
buffetfings of a heavy sca. It was nearly eleven
ab mght before we started. I had with me a young
sallor for & companion, eallel James Worth,
a native of Newcastle-on-Tyne. And his name
was mo nuspomer, for hoe was a most worthy
tharacter. We stcamed down the harbour at half
specd, and kept a bell ringing till after passing the
light ship, The aspect of the city as we went
glowly slong by it was swrpassingly srand. Al
the steamers that pas down the harbour at night
are ecmpelled to ring a bell, to warn any boats that
may be near of their approach, Accidents fro-
quently ocemrred hefore thia regulation eame into
forec, some of which were atiended with loss of
life, through hoats Leing run down by the sienmers.
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Whon we rezched the Ileads, we found a heavy
gea rimning from the south, and tho ZTamar soon
rolled the greater part of the passengers into a
tate of sea-sickness. I and my friond, affer mid-
night, went down info the sccond cabin, where we
got into a berth head fo feet, and remained there
several hours, watching the doings of the sailers
and passergors, as it was impossible to sleep, euch
was the uproar and disturbance. The majority of
the passengers were gold diggers, refurning home
from Melbourne, and those who were oot sick
were almost delirious with drinking. There was a
place in both cabins for the sale of liquor. The
firomon, drank, the sailors drank, and most of tho
passengers drank, till their language beeame dis-
gusting and blasphemeus in the extreme. The
uproar from the effeets of drink made tho ship a
complete floating Bedlam.

Albont three o'clock a.m., the stoward of {he
gceond-eabin, who was a young Irenchman, had
oceasion to go wpom deck. Dmring his absenco,
some hall~dozen ¢f the sailors and firemen got into
his pantry, and made free with his liquors. When ho
returned thoy pulled the door to, and fastened him in,
and anmsed themgelves bylistening Lo hiin thundering
at the door and swearing in broken English for
more than am hour before tkey would release him.

Abont half-past four we sighted the Nobbies,
two small Wlls at tha enirance of Newecanile
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Harbour and Hunter River, Far in the distance we
could see a long stretch of high land “tending
towards the east, and terminaling in the bold heads
of Port Stephena. At six o’clock wo passed the
Nolbiss, and the eily of Newcastle barst npon onr
view. We steamed slowly alongside one of tha
wharfs, whieh was at that early hour crowded with

peeple, amongst whom were many hideous-looking

male and female natives,

Newcastle, which in size is a mere village, had
a comfortable appearance when scon from the har-
bour; and I was so impreseed with s general air,
that 1 determined to pay it a more lengthened visit
after I had returnnd o Sydoey.

After half-an-hour’s detention in landing passen-
gems, maikbags, and other cargo, we resamed our
course up the harbour, in the direction of 5 dense
Jooking forest. In a few minniez we gazed on the
beauties of the peacefnl HMunter, wiading its way
throngh “a land flowing with milk and honcy,”

On looking dawn into the cabin I saw an ample
breakfast provided, for the moderate elurge of two
shillings. This was double the price of the morning
menl in ono of theso houds hefore {he gold dis.
coverics. ~ I was in mo hnmour to quarrel with tho
new regulation, so I went below with Worth and
made a hearty breakfast, after which we resnmed
our places on deck in good hnmonr with ourselves,
and everybody, and everything around us,

CIIAPTER V.,

-
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.« The Lagl Native, . Arrival 2t Maitiaud,

Toe Hunler s a quarter of n mila m breadih a
short distanee from Neweaslle. Some miles above
18 the litlle 1sland of Musquito, famed for its fine
fruit. There are scveral flats or slhillow places in
the river, which steawers have great difficalty in
passing when the river is Jow. Those flats abound
with mud oysters; aad prawns, erahs, erayifish, aml

j 4
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lobsiers are ecanght in great nombers, The Sydney
market to a greai cxtent is supplied from this
source,

The sun was far up in the heavens, and a long
streteh of the stream lay before us, with a surface
a5 smooth as a polished mirror. Along its banks
a low bright green serub drooped over info the
water, And far in the distance on cach side of s,
nothing could be seen bat eky and forest, As we

glided along, picturesque Inoking iron-bark huts

presenied themnselves o onr view, surrounded llj' '

cleared plots of land devoted to agrivulturs. Some
of these stand nearly on the river's brink, and
‘are ths oufposis of exicnsive farms, where the
labourers live during the seasons of sheep-washing
and harvesting, and others are {lie permanont
residences of familipg,

The eontrast between the English and Trish
emigranis who dwelt in tlese cottages was painful,
The dwellings of the former were invariably clean,
fitted up with glass windows, 2nd hed that peculiar
air of comfort which is 85 promincot 2 featurs in
every Fnglish cotfage, whether on the banks of the
Thames or these of the Hinter, The dwellingg of
the latter were filthy in ihe extreme, with groups
of unwashed children straggling about them, The
windows were commonly stuffed with rags, or hal
a dirty picce of scarcely transpurent cloth hung
before them ; and all arcund plairly fold, as only
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ras and wreichedness could iell, that a bit of
“pnkl Ireland™ was enltivated wilhin the walls of
the murky-looking tencments.
More cxtensive elcarinzs, waving with yellow
grain ready for the sickle, now eame in sight, and
some large fields were already cut.  Now and then
we passed some swarthy reapers, chiefly men, with
large cabbago-irea hats to shield them from ihe
heat of the sun. They seemed to be taking it casy
so far as fheir work was coneerned ; and as we
passed thav dropped their sickles and stared at us.
Some of the clearings had tall trees still standing
upon them lezfless and barc as they had beem left
by the clearing fires. Their gannt bolls, scorched
and riven, presented a strange contrast fo the giant
forma of the whilo gum-iree and the graceful
waltles noar them, unseathed by the life-destroying
blaze, though deomed to perish by that terrible
cnemy 80 oflen the auxiliary of man in the work of
destrnetion amid the mighty forest ; and not always
for useful purposes, but too often in a reckless
manncr, desiroying and deflacing God’s beautiful
work,

A few morc tnrns of the river bronght us opposite
the beantilol residenee of Count Wickey. The housa
wos surronnded by fine pardens, the trees were
laden with [ruib, and the adjoining land was in the
highest state of ecultivation, Tho land mnear the
nver was planted with Indian eorn, and several
n2
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men were weeding and fastening it up in bunches.
The green tops of the corn, and ihe gOroenns
flowers Dlooming in the garden, and along the
barks of the river, combined to add fresh beauty to
the scenery around.

Raymond Terrace, the first ealiing-placo for the
steamer after Mewecasile, is a small place with a
good inn and a few private dwellings. There was
ro bustie when the steamor arrived at the wharf ;
the Iandlord of the inn, and two or thres of the
other inhabitants eame leisurely down, and one
solitary native lookeil listlessly on, Three or four
casks of spirits and a fow boxes of merehandise
were placed upon the wharf, and they moved them
away. The place had a quiet rural air, and the
ishabitanis seemed to have acqnired that contented
appearance expressive of affluence and ease.

We next passed tho preity village of Hinton,
which snugly lies nestled in 8 grove of sweeis,
Through the openings in the trees we canghf
occasional glimpses of the houses, A mile or two
onward, we came to the mouths of the William and
Patierson rivers, which empty themsclves info the

ITunter, a short distance from ecach other, The
scenery around was exceeding lovely, and the land
was highly culiivated.

The Hunter river scemery became still moro
fascinating as we neared Morpeth, In some places
luxuriant crops of yellow grain wero growing down
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fo the water’s edge. Tn others were rich orchards
and vineyards, noble mangions aund picluresque
yillag with broad walks leading to ihe river, and
pleasure-boats painted in gny eolonrs, rcat.in%.r near
the water-gates, for the denizens of these delightful
ahades to disport themselves upon their lovely
siream. -
The ITunter at Morpeth is the widih of the river
Colne at Uxbridge, and some parts of the soenery

- resembles that near that pretty meandering stream

so rich in historieal associations. We now arrived
at Morpeth, where two omnibuses and several light
carts were in wailing {o convey passcogers to
Maitland,

In the midst of the bustle incidental to landing,
two nalives came on board to help in removing
their lnrgaze ashore. One of the fircmen, the
most brutal of the lof, who annoyed us so mnch
on the previous night, had a great antipathy to the
natives, by whom he said he was oneec nearly mur-
dered. When this man saw lhese poor harmlcss
ereatures come on board, he struck the faremost
down with his fist, and with as Jittle .compunction
as il he had heen felling a bullock. The other
native jumped upon the wharf toc avold similar
treatment. The more compassionafe of the erew
lifted up the poor blecding native, who was severcly
cub above ihe left cye, and carried him ashore.

Several passengers remonsivated with the brute for

_— Ty
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h.is crueléy, bat he scemed so exasperated af the
sight of the nafives, that they wero obliged to be
got out of kis way, for fear of further mischief.

_ Morpeth 18 a well-built villape, with an excellent
mn, and many dwellings of retired sheop-farmers

and other geniry. The principal rosidence of the .

]E‘;iahnp of Nowcastle is Lhere. Considorable quan-
bitics of eoal are raised from pils in the ne'gh%nur—
hfd, which is shipped in schooners for Sydney
This coal, though useful for some purposes, i;
vastly inferior to that obtained at Newrastle,

. The distance between Morpeth and Maitland is
cight miles, and the fare by omunibus was 25. We
took our seats. The road was in excelient order
Wo passed many farms and eatile-stations. Th;
fnrme:rs were all busy reaping their crops and
secaring their corn. Half-an-hour's drive bronght
us within sight of East Mailland, a very preity
p!a:m:, especially when viewed from the direetion in
which we approaclied it. The gencral appearanee
of the country and the village resembles some of
Fhe sweet Little roadside hamlets fo be me! with
in Ilerts, mear the vieinity of Hamustead and
Berkhampstead. )

Maitland gnol stands upon a hill, to ihe left of |

this place. Towards the west end of the village
a.ra_ the court-houses, and several small manufac-
tories of fobaceo, soap, and candles,

West Maitland, a very considerable town, is more
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than o mile from Rast Maitland, on the opposite
sde of the Hunler, which is erossed by onc of the
finest wocden bridgzes in the colony,

We arrived at West Maitland about noon. The
wealher was very hot, and we saw little of ihe
town, a deseriphion of which will be given, as I saw
it on a second visit, shortly bofore Ileft the colony.

After partaking of some refreshments, and rest-
ing a few lonrs, fill the heat of the day was
passed, we sct ont on our journey back to Morpeth.
Tho stcamer was to sail early next morning, and
we had made arrangements to stay on beard for
the night.

We walked leisurely aleng the road, and made
several enquirics respecting the wages of reapers,
and other interesting matters relating to labour and
farming. The reapers had from 253. o 30s. per
acre, for cutting tho corn—binding and stooking

included ; neither scylhes or any other kind of reap-
ing machines were in cperation. The reaping hook,
(Shefficld madc) was in general use. The reaping
was conducted in a very slovenly manner ; from my
own cxperience in that lne, 1 am ecertain I could
have cut an acte a day, with the greates eass, in
the way they were doing it The yield, per acre,
was {rom 20 to 80 Carlisle bushels.
By the time wo had rcached Morpeth, and what
I saw of the eouniry in coming up the river; I was
prepared to agree with the Rev. euthor, that the
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pumgn-nf seripture which he had taken to deseribs: :
the region round Maitland had becn beautifully:. : |

¢xemplified.

The approach of a thunder-storm made us hasten i

our sieps towards Morpeth ; we had only been a fow
minutes on board the steamer till it burst over us
and was awfully prand, during the short time i;
lustod. When it was over I went into Morpeth to
procure some milk for our evening meal.

Tije iwo malives we saw in the morning were
dancing a eorcbery before the opcn door of a neat
cottage, where T enquired for the nearest dairy-farm
and was directed fo a school close by, the mnstel:
of which kept six cows, and sold milk to the
steamers and other vessels upon the river.
ﬂ,:::f::i my way through a small inclosure into

~room, and thenee into the dwelling-house
Thoe master and Jiis family had done milkine and I
bought two quarts of new-milk for 2d.- le:nd
long conversation with him and bis wife ;'eapeetin ’
Melbourns. He and his wife were natives of Imiandg
they were boik intelligent, and very clean, ;

'.Theljr had nol been long in the colony, and they
ﬁnm :n]' about going_to Melbourna,
The s es of lifa ﬂ}f}y had in abandanee ; and

vised them {0 be satisfied with their situation
_Befnre we parted, my accounts of a digger’s lif ‘
in Melboorne had made such mn impression, t;n:

they at once relinquished {he idea of moving from
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their quict home, to mir in the scenes I gave &
desoription of in a life on tha gold fields.
* Y paid another visit to the school-farm in the
morning, and procared & gupply of milk for our
breskfast. This milk was of the very richest
doseription, and tho cows were tho best I saw in the
eolony. They wero of the same mixed breed
found in all the colonies; and much Lke the
best of those bronghi from the South of Ireland to
Liverpeal and the catile-fairs in the North of
England st the present time.
Abont six o’cleck we moved from the wharf, and
passed slowly down the river. The passengers in
onr depurbments gave most undoubted eigns of as
mneh disorderly conduct, as those who had accom-
panied us in tho upward vayage. The most noisy
of Lhom was Mrs, Smith, 3 very stout lady, the wifo
of a publiean, from West Maitland. She had run
away from her husband, and had been pradusting
at the Viotoria Gold Yields for scversl months;
according to her own accomnt she had made a great
deal of money, by various ways and means; with
this money she had furzished s house in Sydney
in the most splendid mammer, for first-class lodgrers,
and she had heen at Maitland to make it all right °
again with Mr. Smith, whom sho had persuaded fo
go and inspect hor establishment. He was very
quiet and reserved, and seemed not to have a very
high opinion of his wife, or any part of her conduet.
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A loguacions old lady fraternized with her from
some part of the comntry near Singleton, who was
bound to Sydney for medical advice; and she
pretended o be very pious, but at the same time
she was not strictly temperate, and thora were many
other disorderlies, whose eonduct was anything bat
agrecable.

We gailed down the river at a rapid pace, making
no calls at the stations. Scveral boats were waiting
below Raymond Terrace for letters, which were
tied to a piece of wood and thrown into the river
for the boatman to pick up.

On passing the flats, the bottom of the steamer
touched several times; but she was poing at such a
rapid rate that the obstruetion was only momentary,
At the turnings of the river the waler was cut
np into completo ridges of foam, by the rapid pro-
gress of tho vessel. We passed several small
schooners, deeply Iaden with eoals, beating their
way down. Somo of them were closo to the edge
of the wsater, their jibbooms cvery now and then

running into the rushes that grow by the sides of

the river. Several men belonging fo thoir crews
wero walking leisurely along on the banks.

We arrived al Neweasile soon after cight o’clock,
where we remained a few minutes to land and take
in passengers, after which we started for Sydney,
After rounding the Nobbies a sirong southerly
brecze rose, and in sbout half-an-hour a heaving
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sea was tumbling us about ab a tremendous rate.
Mother Smith and her husband both turned sick,
and made a serious umproar between them. The
pious old lady began to pray, and the fireman who
knocked the native down at Morpeth, knelt besides
her in mockery, and filled up the pauses in her

~ petition with * Amen.” There was a young man,

a ticket-of-leave convict from Morton Bay, who was
s o droadful state of alarm about going down ; and
his wife, & pretty young woman, with an infant in
her arms, was clinzing to him for support.

This statc of things econtinwed {ill we were
opposite Rod Iead, about twenty miles from I‘Tuw-
castle.  Tlore the old Tamer shippod a sca xight
over her bows, which Lroke the lashings of a largoe
cask of tallow, sending it against the companion,
with such foree as to knock it in pieces; and a flood
of salt water stroamed down into the cabin, M other
Smith shricked with all her might. The old lady
cried, “ Lord have mercy upon ns;” the fireman
responded by an involuntary “ Amen,” and ih:aq
rushed wpon deck; and the conviet and hi? wife
clung frantically fo eael other in mute desparr.

The caplain saw that no further progress eould be
made with safety, so he about ship, and ran for
Noweastle, In about an hour and a half we were
back past the Nobbics, and had the archor down
in the smooth water of the harbour.

About noon a boat was lowered from the sieamor.
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The captain, the second mate, and some more of
the crew were going on shore, and X went along
with them. I remained cn shore about two hours,

and got a good supply of milk, bread, and fresh :
butter for myself and Warth; I also made soms

arrangemenis about relurning io reside at New-
castle for a shori time: sfter I had secen all I
desired of Sydney. I weut up to the high land
above the city to view the sea; there was stifl a
strong wind from the south, and no prospeet of ont
gelting away that night.

Soon after dark, tho firemen and several of the
passengers and sailors formed themselves into
card partics, and long before midnight the second
cabin was a scene ol uproar, drunkenness, and
revelry, Drink was so freely circulated during the
whole night that therc was scarcely a single person
on board who could be said to he entirely sober.

The wind began to fall off a short time before
sanvise, and by five o’clock the sea had gone down
50 much {hat we up anchor, and were soon outside
the Nobbies en onr way o Sydney.

The coast between Neweastle and Sydncy bas
but one place of refuge for vessels during a storm,
Broken Bay; and we were apprehonsive several
times thal we should have fo put in there, bat

before we got opposite to the entrance of ihe bay,

the sea had gone down so mmch that we kept on
our course. It was pearly dark before we sizhted

i

£
!
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the Heads, and in little more than an hour after we
swept round North Head into the harbour. In less
ihan another hour we were safely landed on the
Steamer’s wharf, in Cockle Bay, where our friends
vere wailing to reecive us. And it was long after
midnighl before we could satisfy them with an

- aceonnt of our adventures in our pleasure-trip to

the “ Garden of New Soxth Wales,”

Soon after this cxcarsion, Walter Morris, a young
gailor who had been in Sydney some years, daring
which time he had been a lodeer with mine host,
arrived from a three month’s trial of the Victoria
diggings. During that time Lic had realised about
£500. e was an amisble young fellow, and every
inch a sailor; he had all the good propertics and
many of the failings of the genuine Xinglish Tar,
All those who hal been kind to him were amply
rewarded. Whenever we went oub with him for o
trip by sea or a drive info the country, be always
insisted that he had a right to pay all the expenaes,
and copsidered bimsell highly insulted if ho was
nob suffered to exercise that privilege,

The st Sunday afler the Haoler river exeur-
glon, our host took us to ses Leonard Elvy, a friend
of his ncar O’Connor Town. Ilc was a working-
msn, and the proprietor of a neat coffage and a
plot of ground scveral acres in cxtent, which ke
had made imio a garden. Iis house stood alone
by the side of a grass-covered road Lhat led 1o

B
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some fields beyond; and a pretiier lane scene can
gearccly be imagined than this lovely retreat of
well-merited industry, ITe had five milch cows and
o family of five children. The oldest, a fine boy
about twelve years of age, and the youngest (also
a boy) aboat thrce monihs old. The other three

were girls, and the protiiest little ereatures I meb

with in the eolony. Woe spent the whole of the
day with Elvy; and my sailor friends and I often
visited him afterwards, always providing a good
supply of sweetmeats, oranges, &e., for the little
beaunties, with whom, it is necdless to say, we ware
great favourites. 1 am certain we all felt better,
if not wiser men, after witnesung such ample proofs
of domestic happiness as we saw in that humble
and happy home.

Soon after this, the death of the Duoke of Wel-
lington was proclaimed in Sydnoy. Nolice was
taken of tho mclancholy event, by firing minuie
guns from the batteries. There was a gun fired for
every year he had been in the army, and one for
oach year of his life, All the vessels in the har.
bour hoisted their colours half-mast bigh, and
every mark of respect was paid {o the memery of
Ergland’'s greatest warrior.,

The next excifing event was the arrival of the
Great Britain steamer. She had been anxiously
expected for several weeks, and the sipnal which
was fo announce her approach had been duly
published in the newspapers. Every signal hoisted
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 on the Flagstalfl was oagerly serutinized by lun-

drods of toleseopes. At length, however, the long

Jooked for sign made its appearanec; and the
$-  citizons of Sydney had the pleasure of seeing the

fnest stcamer in the world, resting en tho placid

waters of their magnificent harbour.

Soon after this Morris, Worth, and myself paid

g snother, and as regards myself, a final visit, to

Elvy’s coltage. We found Elvy and his wife in

areat consternation, owing to the brutal murﬂffr
" only-the day before, of an old man, one of their

nearcst neighbonrs. Ic was a harmless old man,

i and resided . with his wife, an aged woman, in &

noal white eottage; which was poinied out fo us
by Elvy. He had been dricking at a public-honse
sn 0’Connor Town, on the evening of the day on
which ho was murdered, and on returning home,
gat down under a tree in rest himself, and being
drowsy, ho fcll asleep. While ho was slecping
gome raflians approached, and one ol thom, anned
with a rail, which had a large nail through the end,
drove the nail soveral times into s head.
Not boing satisfied with that, they cub several
gashes across his ablomen, from which his huw:cls
protruded, and otherwisa frightfully mmgled ]lfmzhr
He was fourd in this state early the next morming,
by some of his neighbours, who conveyed lnm to
hie home. Elvy offered to take us io see him, but

we mmanimously declined.
82



256 ATSTRALIA 4AND

A few days before I left Sydncy, we had a

boating excursion in the harbour, and we sailed -3}

seversl times ronnd the Great Britain, as sho lay
al anchor near Pinchguf. Our party consisted of
the moaster and mistress, the two satlors, and a few
other aequaintances, including a couple of preity
curreney lasses, and a little boy. The charge for
a look through ths Great Diritain was 5s. caeh ; 50
wo declined paying a visit to her interior, content-
ing ourselves with an outside view, which it is
needless o say, called forth exclamations of admi-
ration and astonishment from all. After mueh
sailing abouf in the snug littls coves arownd the
harbour, we put info 2 small inlet, where there was
a landing-place, ard a road leading from it over
arock. This road led to a meat Iitile ian, which
stood by the side of a groen croft, complefely
surrounded by gum-trces.
The day was very warm, and in the inn we found
a cool noatly-furnished parlour, in a style similax
to that of most country inna at home, The walls
were hung round with varnished prints, purchased
of ilinerant picturedealers in the old counfry.
Thoy wero mostly repreiontations of poaching
scenes, and the “Poacher’s Progress” Two of
them I had seen hundreds of fimes in d;ferent
paris of England, and I looked wpon them as old’
familiar friends which I was destined o meot onco
more in a strange land. Oue of these was night

NEW ZRALAND. 257

scenc ; the moon was blazing away fur up in the
sky, showing a mas3 of dark wood in fhe back-
ground, and a number of poachers and gamckeepers
in the fronf, rollarine and brandishing clubbed
slicks at one another. Some of tho heads had
vermillion coloured apots upon them like blood ;
and a ferociouslooking Dull-dog had the calf of
oue gamekecper’s leg in his mouth, from which a
gory slream was pourmg out upon the greensmfrﬂ,

The other was a scene before a pursy-looking
and very gouty old magisirale, The gamekeepers
were there with their heads bandaged, and the
poneliers whom they have captured were standing
beside them swailing their committal to duratec
vile, by the country Selon, who appeared by tho
cravat round his ncek, 1o be a sort of hybrid, or
half priest lull magistrate.

Wo remained in Lhis cool refreat for & couple of
hours, daring which time my companions, hoth n_mlﬂ
and female, had partaken pretty frecly of varions
refreshments. We then wont down to the boat,
and sailed o short distance from ilie landing-plece,
where we passed two ladies fisbing. They were
both very preity, and comndescended to laugh as
we were passing thom. We were all in o happy
mood ;: and onr sailer friends considered this s mark
of respect thaf we ought in some way fo I'Eh.].l.'ﬂt
s0 we lay to, and commenced challing, and & piece

of good-humoured banter and repartee passed om
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both sides for soveral minutes. While this was
gomz on, our boat was drifting towards some
sunken rocks in the shoal water, and before we
were aware of our situation, she ran mpon one of
them and nearly capsized ns all into ihe water.
This sceideat turned the laugh of the other pariy
0 much against as, that we up stick and off as fast
as we eonld townrds our destinsiion,

I toolk my final departure from Sydney on the
13th December in the Rose sicamer, bound for
Newcastle and Maitland. We starfed from the
wharf sbout midnight. The nisht was dark and

still ; and as we passed slowly down thé harbour, T

took a last look into many of the bays and coves
where I had passed so many pleasant hours. 'The
beautiful city of Sydney, with its numberless bril-
liant lights, gradually disappeared behind the dark
headlands of the harbour, and I saw it no more.
A broad gleam of light flashed upon the heaving
wabtors from the South Head, and belore it pamed
away I wenk dawn into the eabin where I remained
till early the nex{ werning. When Red Iead
appeared, T weat upon the deck, 1ill we rounded
lLe Robbics and steamed alongside e wharf in
Newaastle harbour,

I taok up my quarters with Mr. Romoers, store-
keeper. His house was too emall to admit of my
sleeping under his roof, and I was aecommodated
in an iron-bark hul alosg wiil twe of his workmen,
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ab the rear of the establishment, This Jmt had a
kitchen at one end, and the other end was both a
workshop and a sleeping-room. The weather was
very hot, and I fonnd it a pretty comforiable place.
We slept in bonks put up in the corner f the room,
ths same as on board ship. The placa was cilen
flled with smoke from the kitehen, but this kept
away the mosquitoes which were very tronblesome.
T went to the harbour every moroing, at five
o’clock, to bathe, The first moming I saw a small
wooden house, with x narrow stone jeity, = fow feet
high, renning out from it to beyond the hirh water
mark. I procecded along this, and enicred the place,
which 1 found fo Lo a neat little balhing house,
with sevoral rooms 1o dress and undress in, and &
space in fropt entirely surronnded with aﬁhﬂkpr_mf
neiting of wattles, I made mo particular enquires
about the place. There was mo fasiening to the
door, and T concluded from Lhis that it was free to
any onc; under this impression I made use of it
gaveral times. I found, Lhowever, that I was very
mach mistaken, indeed, about it being a public
bathing house. |
Tho lnst morning L bathed there I was preatly
surprised, T lad ucarly finished dressing when the
principal dour opencd and two ladies entered. My
hat and some other parts of my dress were lying
outside the door of the room where I was., As
soon 25 thoy saw these unmistakesble signs of =
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man’s presence, they shrieked aloud and ran away
a3 fast as their legs could earry them. ‘This
unexpected salutation started me so mueh that [
ran out Lo seo what had happened, and ealled after
them not to be afraid, as [ would do them no harm,
The sound of my voiee did not muke them slacken
their pace, nor even look bchind them till they
were a long way cofl. As soon as they saw me
eoming away from the bathing-place, thoy returned
fowards me, and I waited to apologise for the
fright I bad given them, but they would accept
of no apology whatever. They both told me “I
had no business in the place, it was built cotirely
for the ludies,” And they would tell both the
Bishop and the magisirates, and I should be done
all sorts of anpleasant things with, Im vain I
pleaded being o stranger, and promised noi to
intrude again,—all, howover, was fo no purposa,
The Bishop must be told; and I was obliged to
take leave of them, without even the ghadow of a
pardon.

On returping, I told Rogers aboot my morning’s
adventure. “Oh, never heed it,” zaid he, “they're
only the Miss Hinches, and you’ll hear zo more
of it ;” and I mever did,—but ever after, I gave
both the Miss ITinches aud the bathine house a
pretty wide berth.

I was then shown the public bathing places, about
half-a-mile from Newcastle, in the direction of
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Sydney, called the “Accommodenca IHolo,” a trough
in a rock, abkout 15 feel long, by 7 broad, and
6 doep. The sea washes over at high water, and
leeps it always fresh. There is also a sort of eave
ont out of the rock epposite, as a place to dress in.
These roeks abound with fossil remains of frees
and animals now exfinet. In some places small
beds of coal lic under a layer of light blue metal.
A dreavier looking place eould hardly be imagined
No part of Neweastle ean be seen but the g‘zl.nllir a
large brick building on the top of & barren sand-hill,
near the Flagstall. X lave stood upon these rocks
and listened to the hoarse voice of the ocean, while
lashed into fery by the north-east wind, and have
been ewed by the thundering sound of its seething
waters, as I have never been by any of the
awe-inspiring phenomenon of nature. The feelings
awakened by this majestic seenc are indescribable ;
snd T never stood on any spot which so heightened
the impressiveness of & scene so ferribly sublime, .
Noweastle is but a small city. . It may eontain
about one fhomsand inhabitants. The principal
street is a guarter of a mile in length. - A short
distanec up to the loft is a green plot of ground
exceeding an acre in oxtent, bordercd by tw? or
three small eottages. A little further on the right
is another green plat, two acres in extent, which is
a public green ; there the pitmen, the m,t-iru: and
gailors songregate in the evenings, Boyond is the
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court-house and the Jock-up. The Couri House is
& fine bailding, with four Doric pillars in front,
There is also an cxeellent spring of waler, which
supplies this part of the city all the year rouad. A
short distanee above is the old milifary barracks, now
used as farm buildings. And above that is a half.
finished kirk of tho Presbyteriang, who have been
obliged to discontinno the work for want of funds, -

Another long strageling sircck rons along past
the eonrt-house for nearly a mile, with only a house
here and there in it.  In somo parls of it there are
some good inns, and two or three fine shops or
stores. A tectotaler mizht be slarmed about the
morals of the inhabitants, as there are no less than
seven puoblie-honses

The ground bohind the ity is hilly and barren,

An unassuming little charch, with burial-ground _. i

altached, stands on ono of these hills. It dates
back to the founding of the ¢olony. On the highest
hill there is & pillar erceted to commemorate the
adminisiration of Sir Charles Fiiz Roy. Tho
pedestal bears the dale of crection, 1851, and the
name cf Sir Charles Fiiz Roy, governor. Seats
gre placed round the monmment, for the eonvenience
of visitors. From this point an exiensive view of
the surrounding country may be obtained, Looking
towards the east the eye roams over the waters of
the Pacific Oocean, towards the distant Hoads of
Port Stephens, marked by a bolder outline of
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deeper blue ihan tho sky, which sssumes a dark
green as the eye skims along the imdcnted shore
till if rests wpon the olive-tinted serab and white
eand on the north sule of the harbour. Turnimg to
the north, the lovely Huater, like a silvery thread,
may be seon wending ils devious way to the orean,
everywhers spreading beauty and blessing around
its path, Again, to tho south, there are dark
looking glens and walleys, covered with thick
tangled wildwood, where tall giants of the fores,
which the devouring bush-fire and the axe of the
pionecr had left, still grace the landseaps and
ghelter the mde savages yel lingering in these
wilds,

Looking cast, the cily of Neweasile 13 at your
feet ; the atmosphere is so clear that every building
stands out with a distinciness of outline, whick is a
peoulinr characteristio of all the Australian cities,
when viewed from a distance. In {he harbour, the
rocks and shozls, which are several fect wunder

- water, can be seen dislinetly.

The two hills ealled the Nobbies, at the entranco
of the Hurter, are nearly & mils distant from ecach
otker ; they are conneeted by a reef, or breakwater,
made by convist labour. This reef prevents the
sea from filling wp the cniranss of Lhe harbour,
belween the far hill and the north shore, TIi is
composed of loose stones from a quarry close by,
The conviete bring tho stones by hend, along a
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iramway, in a small waggon. The seais continually
making encrcachmenis upon the work ; by the time
that one chasm is filled another is ready. Gangs
of convicts have beer employed there more than

thirty yecars; there were a greai number working:

npon it then.

A short distance from the Fitz Roy Pillar are

{wo coal pits, with an inclined milway imnine from
them fo a shoot ia the harboar; both pits were in
active operation. Vesscls from California, and
scveral other parts of Amecriea; and nombers of
small sehooners and brigs from Sydney and
Tasmania were lying irn the harbour wailing for
cargoes, Some had been there more than fwo
months; suech was the scarcity of labour. Only
small vessels, aboui fifty or eixty tons burthen,
could go up to the shoot., All the large ships wero
laden by lighters, in the middle of the harbour.
The pitmen were from all the ecal-producing
counties in England and Seofland, but principally
from Northumberland and Lancashire. Many of
ihem were earming from £6 fo £8 per week
Aboul a milo and & half from {he pits iz & barrow
mouth, in the side of 4 mountain, Coals are brought
from fhence on a railway fo the shoot, in waggons
drawn by horses. The coal mines of this distriet
bid fair to become as important as those of our cwn
far-famed Newcastle, The coal field extends over
hundreds of square miles, and iz all but inexhaustibla.
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The metel is of cxcellent qualily, and was
then selling at from £2 10s. to £4 10s, per fon.

* The ligilh apon the Nobbie on the main land,
nogr the Flacsta®, was the cffeet of a large coal
firc kept always burnmg. [b was closcly banked
up during the day, and ab night opened oul on the
sile towarils the sea.

A ghort distance from the shoet is an exiensive
preserved meat cstablishment.  All the workmen
::mp!njcd there in making tins to sceurc ihe meat,
had been lired fur a torm of three years, Taey
were mostly from London, and althongh they were
receivinge from £2 to £3 per week, there was much
dissatisTaetion ou aceount of iheir contract.

Beyond this is a large beiling dewn estoblishraent,
the immediate vieinity of which was a completo
Golgotha, During the Loiling down scason several
hnndreds of eattle and sheep wore slamghiered
there every week.

Nowesstle was at onc time a penal settlement;
and many beart-rending stories were related to me
Dy some of the survivors ol ihuat period. The
descriptions these men gave of the excoutions and
flnegings they liad witnessed were truly horrible.
To snch an extent was cruelty carried, Lhat it the
Newcastle exccutioner did not coms up io the

mark in soverity, the autherities had him send to

Maitland to be flogged. And tho Maitland excen-

tioner was served in the same way by the Neweastle
r
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one, if he did not do full jnstice with the mereiloss
ol o' mine falls, Many a poor canviet expired in
great agony on ihe road between Neweastle and
Matland, and not unfrequently, cre Iifs wag extinet,
the flies had made such lavoe of their lacerated
bodias, that they fomnd merey in death. =
Those eonvieted of murder were strangled 1o the
sand before the gasl in a most brats] manner,
Frightful, however, was the revenge desperate men
took uwpon their formentors. Those conviets wha
could, escaped into the bush, transformed into
fienda by cruel treatment, and cagorty waiching for
an opporitmity fo retalinfe. Appalling was their
rovenge. The bare reeital of their deods would
make one shulder. Their tormentors they ofien
puk to a most cruel and lingering death Dy placing:
them, naked, gagped, and bound, upon the ant-hills
of the far bush until they wers destroyed as it
were, by picecmenl, Those who have been hitten
by these ferocious insccts, somo of which are ahouk
an inch in length, can form somo idna af {he torture
inflicted on those who were thuos Danded gver {o
the tender mereies of these devouring exeentionors.
Many of the conviets rumembered James Baok.
house. Somo who were prosent when he anpenred
among them sald ho lefi o lasting impression on
the minds of the sutherities, and the punishments
for 2 long time after his visit wera condreted in a
manner much less eruel. T never heard the name
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of thal fruly good man mentioned, even by the
most abandoned, without bheeoming respeet. The
severity of the punishments was much miticated
during the adminstrafion of (overnors Bonrke and
Gipyps, and up to the time that Newcastle ceased to
be a penal scitlemendt.

Newenstle is in much repute amongst invalids.
They floek thither from all parts of New South
Wales on accouni of the celebrated Dr. Bowker,
who has chosen Newoueble for his head-quaricrs.
Tl Ties one of the best honses in Uhe prineipal strcet
at almost a nominal rent cempared with that of
tho adjoining properfy. (n onc oeeasion, hic eaid
gpmething about going elsewhere. DBut lis honse
was s0 besteged with pelilions {tom tle inhabitanis
by whom Lo was mtreafed to séay, that be pave up
all thoughts of removal. And so cxtensive did
his practice subsequently beeoms, that lie was
ﬂhligﬂd. to enrragre an assistant.

Dr, Bowler is o nalive of Nothingham. o
went out witle the infention of conducting a shegp
farm on the apper mier, There be cured sonic
very bad eases of ophthialmia, and his {ame soon
spread abroad, the peaple flocked from all gnariers,
50 he abandoned sheep-farming, and returned to his
profeasion, 1ile i3 a tall gontlomanly like persom,
about 37 years of age, Ide has much property in
the city, andl 13 also the owner of two sehoonors
engaged in the eoaldrade. ©One of them, the

T 2
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Lavinia, was {he “pet” of the pord. In a few
years Dr. Bowker bids fair to become one of the
wealthiest men in that pari of the colony.

Invalids may bhe seen wandering aboul the streels
and barbour ab all ¥imes of the day. Somao of them
labouring under heari-disease and ophthalmia, and
others from rheamatism and other diseases brought
on by the lhardships of life in the bush, There was
a Sydney gentleman amongst the invalids, suffering
from a rhewmatie complaint brought on by search-
ing after the bones of Leifehhardt, who perished in
attempting to explore the nterior of the island,

The hogpital was a small building crceted on the
gands beiween the gaol and the city. It was full
of the poorer sorla of palients, and to these {he
Dr. paid great attention. The lodging-honses and
irns are always thronred with ennvalesceats,
Owing to the salubrity of the place and the skill
of the Dector, thore was little mortality.

The greatest part of the inhabifanis of Newoeastle
and some of the principal tradesmen, were convicis
on ticket-of-leave. Many of them wure very kind
and hononrable i fheir dealings; babk there were
othors, whe, althouglh wealthy, found difficulty in
practising honesty, and were frequently on tho
vorgre of erimes that would again Imprison them.
There wera a few who mirht have been termed the
pariahs of the cify. They had been granted their
tickets-of-leave for merliorions actions, sweh as
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aiding in a ease of fire, or saving life at the risk
of their own. Some of these men, by cultivating
smalfl plots of gromnd adjetntng the river, made
considerable swms of moncy by sclling the produce
in the oity and to the ships lying in fhe harbour.
But thore were many of this elass, male and fomale,
roaming at large, doing jebs of work for anyone,
spending their money in diink, and alfogether bereft
of the eomforts of home.

I witncssed o somewhni wnconth spocimen of
the eyeryday life of {wo of the betler sort of these
unfortungztes. Doth were Ivish, and had farms up
the river. Thoy accidentally met in Mr. Regers's
shop, where T wag, and o dispute commenced aboud,
apicee of Jand which eonce belonged fo Newlon,
bzt was now in the possession of Thelim. The
former was a tell Linn man, much sonburnt, and
appaccuily suffering from ffl-health ; ihe latter was
a stont Vlufl rorl of fellow, deeply pock-marked,
and finished off at the lewer extroemities by a pair
of Targe flat feet. The discussion carried on be-
tween them would have exciiml the visibility of a
saint.,  But, as an Drish row is scditom coniined to
more oxelamations, they were not long In preparing
for the eombat. Out of the honse they went, firing
volleys of Irish calls and epitheis at each other;
ak first separating, like two bodies similarly clectri-
{ied, but Newton's crowning olservation on the
build of Phelim, hrought things to a climax. “ 'l

T 3
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tell ye what if iy, Phelim,” said he, “ yer jist the
two ends of a seoundrel, ve double-hoofad baste,
¥ye!” IInman nature and Irish blood eonld endure
this no longer. “ Oechl by ike holy frost,” said
Phelim, “ T'll be at ye in a minnit, now.” Newton
made for the green space a liitle helow, and threw
off his coat. DBefore Phelim had iime to doff his,
Newton rushed upon him, and knocked him over
on a heap of zand, and stood over his prosirafe
foe m trivmph. Some of the bystanders interfered
and set Phelim once more on his feet. By that
time all Newiton’s courage had ovaporated ; and
when he saw his opponent about fo close with him,
he desired a young Irishman standing by, {0 hold
him, as he did not wish to ficht any more. The
young fellow paid no attention to him, and the
combat wenb on.  Just az they were again going
to close, Ropers came down and rushed between
them. Newfon had aimed & Dlow at his anfagronist
wlhich unfortunately fell on the bridge of Rogers's
nose. This so exasperated Regers, that he struck
Newton a blow on the left jaw. On receiph of this,
Newlon set up o tremendons kowl and bawled ont,
“Yu'v broke me jaw! ya'v broke me jaw ! and
then yan inte the ncaresi honse, holding his face
with both hands. So erded this dispute. Combats
somewhal similar werc of daily ocearrence; but
they were scldom of a sanguwinary nature,

There were a few of alower elass than these, whe
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“oflen abused each otlicr in a shameful mammer. The

worst of that class was Renben Page, an old tailor,
from Birmingham, whe had Lcen sent oul about
thirty years ago. During the early part of his
carecr in the colony, he had been a master in
Sydncy, and Jie married (he daughter of & con-
vict, at Paramails, by whem ho had a Targe family.
His wife bad pot been living with lam for many
years, on aceount of his vicions habils. She was
then in Sydmsey. He had a small shep adjoiring
Rogcr’s honse,—there he worked; and being a good
craft, he carned a groai deal of moncy, somelimes
£6 or £7 por wuek. e kopt two of the most
wreiched fomales about his place that 1 ever saw.
Biddy, an Irishwoman, aboui thirty years of age,
waz his grealest favourite, - Dat  the usage she
reeeiveld Trom lim was really dreadful. | Draring
their drunlken houts, whichoeenrred at tlic boginning,
or af the onil of newrly every week, according bo
the state of the sxchegner. Biddy wan frequontly
so pounded upon the vizage by Renben, that not
a3 trace of the human face divine conld De diseerned.
She was several bimes reseued by the police and
tle neizhhours, and Reuben was put into the lock-
up; Lut as soon as he was lef oni, they always
managed to go togetler again,

The other wns Jane, a Scoichwoman; she was
seldom sober, ¥ often had io step over ler, lying
in a helpless eondition, hali’ in and half out of an
old kitehen where Renben cooked his vietuals.
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There was another ecuple, man and wife, who
oceasionally lived together on Mosquite Island = —
Tom and I’clly Hyde. Tom had been a soldior, and
when he eame down to sell his produce, he amnsed
the frequenters of the publie houses with narrafives
of his cxperience in the military linc. And Polly,
when she was in the cily, mostly finished hor daily
carcer at the cormor of some streef, a public
spectacle of helpless depravify.

Another incorrigible character, who mixed up
with these, was Yankee Jack, a native of Canada,
He had & ficket-of-Jeave, for saving the life of a
soldier, who was thrown into the sea, by the up-
seiting of a boatl, ten miles oul from the Nobbies,

There were always a number of natives roaming
about. There might be about 150 in all, of Lhe
Newcastle {ribe. Thev were more wretched and
filttry, and if possible, nglier than those of Adelnide.
None of thom were entircly nuked except the
pickaninnics; althongh some of tho men woro only
an old red or blue shirt that reached to the knee,
Most of the gins had a blankot wrapt reannd {hem,
and a few of them wero arrayed in cotton gowmns,

which Lad been given them for services performed,
Two of the oldest men—OLl Flanagan and Qld
Bob—ancver went ont of {he cify, and were great
favouriles with: the children of the storekecpers,

who frequently gave them lobsero and broken
uicat,
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All the earnings of the iribe (and they somefimes
reached o cousiderable amounnt), wero spent in
tobacoo and jerrawicke {colonial-made alo) They
scldom eooked any of iheir food, except the fish.
1 have soen the gins with sheep heads, plucks, &e.,
slung over their shoulders, which they earried to a
convenient spot, and devoured raw. At night they
usnally lit a fire in a hollow place near the harbour,
and squazted roand it £l morning. A more hideons
lookine spectacle can bardly be imagined than t!:mt
presented by these savages around the blazing
fire, carcusing smong jerawicke and the offal of
slaughiered animals.

Oue of the old women, who roamed aboui near
our place, was taken ill one morning, and expired
behind the workshop. She was the most frightful
looking human being T ever beheld. After her
fancral (which was conducted with as mueh secreoy
as possible) all the tribe weni inte monrning, by
whitening thoir eyebrows and hair with pipeelay,
and efieking white feathers behind their ears. They
were very harmless croatures, and many of the
gnilors in the port eoftem amuscd ﬂx:manlva:l by
chasing he yins, “just for the fun of the thing,”
as they said. It was no fun, howevcr, to t.ltu poor
crenfures they pursued ; they rau as though it were

for Yife, and scemed convulsed with terror on the
near approach of their pursuers.

Noweastle contained a greai number of large
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men. In one family, the ITannels, natives of the
district, there wero three lrothoers, each excecding
gix feet high, and proporticnably siout. Nearly
all the publicans and most of the tradesmen were
men above ordinary stature.

No soldiers were stationed in the place, the new
B:frrncks, above the eify, were turned into dwellings
for the pitmen, and others, employed sbout the
porl. Four policemen, and a superintendent were
sufficicnt to keep order. Therc were olien two
hundred conviets in the gaol, and upon the reef.
The reason Lhe place was so easy governed was, all
who would work, had abundamce of employment.

In the main-street, zbove Dr. Bowker's, ihe
words ** Mechanics’ Institute,”” were painted at the
ond of & shocmaker’s shop. But the words were
all that remaincd of the Institute. When in Sydaey,
I saw the * Peoples” Reading Room,” painted on
the fromt of a sheemaker’s shop, in King-street,
attended with equally barren results. There were
ne books in ecither place. How these institutions
originated, and failed, I did not enquire. It might
be thatl lealher and liferature were too antaganistic
in their natures to agree in Lhe samo building. Bo
the cause, however, what 16 might, they no longer
existed in anything but a name.

Thers was no placo of amusement, and very fow
of the working-men were addicted to reading : the
womon searcely read at all, not cven a nowspaper.

NEW ZEALARM, 275

The wives and daughters of the working-men, I
mean, not thise of the upper ranks, they were as
intellient as the samc class in Sydney. In con-
sequeneo of (his want of a healthy recrcation for
body and mind, the oporalives resort 1o public-
howses, and spend leir time and money in drinking
and gambline.  The remark about this, which I am
going {o mal o, mauy be langhed at by some, but
it is a {ruism, nevertheless. To the inhabilants of
such places as Newenstle, strolling players and
momtehanks are public benefactors. And it wilt
be found on elose obscrvation, that there is con-
sidcrably les drinking and discrderly eonduet
while they remain there than at any other timo.
The reason is obvious,—ihe people want excile-
ment smitable to their capacities; and not having
beer accustomed to anything more intallectnal than
what i3 thus sapplied, fhey pay for it eheerfully,
onjoy it henrlily, and are content.  When this
pastimo is not allordel, they Loo [vequenlly resort
to worse. ‘The first step, then, by way of Denefiting
the workine-classes here and everywhere, 33 1o
snpply 1hem with amnsements of a Lealthy, moral,
and intellectnal eharacter.

In New South Wales, most of ihe ymblicans
aceumulaie forlunes in a few years. After this
they generally return to England or remove from
the place where their weallh Tias boen acenmulated,
bearing willi them what sbeunld Tave been the
producing eapital of the working-man,
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Newcastle was not a whit hchind Sydnev for
female beanty. There were some very prefty girls
in the place, and two or three whom I knew would
Iave made good helpmates for working-men. Tho
belle of the city was Miss Polly Brunker, nt least
she was awarded {hat honour, by the majority of
the young men; but there were many others who
might have dispaied her pretensions {o that envizblo
distinction,

Oa the north side of the harbour there was a
woollen eloth manufactory. Tho fabric woven ia
known by the name of native tweed. Ti is much
saperior in duorability to our Scotch and English
tweeds, but nof so neatly finished. There is also 2
manufactory of this deseription in Sydney, and
another a fow miles from Neweastle, in the direetion
of Sydney, close to the sea. There was not mueh
doing in any of these places—want of Jaboor was
the eausc,

The end of December was approaching, and the
weather was very sultry, with oceasioral bot winds
from the north wesl; provision, however, was made
for the enjoyment of Christmas, by every one, more
or Iess.  Evon tho Dlaeks scomal Lo look loss for-
bidding, by anticipating some of tle good things,
white fellow wonld give them at that season.

A large warehouse in front of our hut was
tastefully dacorated with the green bushes of the
gum-irce, and hung arcund with flags of ail kinds
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peocured from the ships lying in the harbour.
These preparations wero made by a baker, called
Gardiner, who infended to treat the inhabitants te
a ball on Clristmas ove. It was a speculation ;
and from the great excrtions he made in preparing
refreshments for the occasion, it was quile evidend
that he looked for remuneration,

The day before Christmas came, and with it an
exceeding hot wind from the north-west. At noon
it had increnzed to a gale; the send was biown
aboul in elouds, and facing the wind was like fronting
an oven., Worl of all kinds was suspended, and
the perspiration coged from every poro with the
least excrtion. Towards eyvening, I weat to the
Fitz Roy pillar, and & broad irack of eouniry in
the direction of Maitland was on fire. The haat
from thence was great, and the atmosphere arotrnd
me felt not unlike the kot air nigh a furnaco
moath, In thc distance, the flames shof npwards
like vast forked tongues of fire, with a red and Jurid
glare. Smoke and ashes were tossed to and fro hy
the wind. During the pauses of the gale, 1 could
tee the appalling waves of desolaling fire roll on
to the verge of the hovizon.  The awful conflagra-
tion hefore me bronghf to mind Lhe deseription of
ilic * Black Thursday ” of February 1851, 80 called
becaunse of ihe ierrible bush-fire which on that day
spread much ruin and desolation ir the cclony of
Victoria,
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When [ retarned to the eity, the heal thore was
scarcely endurable. T went {o one of the wharfs,
and thero was a boat just sbout fo eross over to
ihe morih side of the harbour, with 3 Scolch gentle-
man from Maitland., Tlo was a tall, eorpalent man,
and the perspiration was ranning down s faeo faster
than he eould wipe it away with his handkerchicf.
ITe said he was “nearly half beiled down,” and
wished to be cn the north side as soon as possible,
where he infeeded fo remain under water fill the
hot wind bad passed away, I wished fo go aboard
the Aoyal George, a London ship thon lying in the
harbour. On hoard 1 was somewhat sarprised to
find them in tho same atate of prostration as those
on shors, 1gat down in the cabin a fow minutes,
but found great difficulty in speaking. JIndeed, so
oppressive was the aimesphere, {hat counversation
was seareely possible. Captain Robson and T had
not said many werds abouf the weather (a general
introduetion fo conversation by Enclishmen in all
parts of the world), when a low holloy murmur
was heard to scaward, and in a few seconds a
“goutherly burater ” swept towards the ship, boom-
ing and.shrieking through the rigging, and bearing
away in its course the duet and lighf substances
whieh Jay upon the deck, A few moments after,
the atmosphero was rodaced to » eool and bracing
temperature, all onr langoar vanished, and we felt
as though new life had boor infused into ua. Just
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when thines were becoming agreeable, the boat
eontaining the Scotch geatleman ran under our lee,

for shelter from the fury of the blast. The boal-
men told me that if [ wished {o go ashore, now

was the time, as there would not probably be

another ehanee that nighl. The sea rolled heavily

up {he harbour. Tho Seotchman was 10% cool as
a eucnraber, and as anxious to he st on terra firma
aa e was before to bhe submerged. We pnlled for

{he shore as fast as we could; the hoat danced on
the top of the wayes, and wo gob & geod spriukling
with salt water hefore we reached the whark

ot winds are not produclivo of any bad eon-
sequonees; the perspiration is always S0 COPLOTS
while they lasi, and the soutberly wind always scis
in from the sea at eventide, {hus bracing the norves
:n & manner which makes many fecl much beller
for the visitagion. Judging by my ewn experience,
I feel confident they are lighly heneficial. They
sometimes injure the vines snd other frmib {rces;
but they saldom eccur more thaa twiee or thrice
in a summer, and it is only when they are intenm];'
hot that they do any injury. I must ewn that it is
not very plsasant to go into any placo gheltcred
feom ihe soniherly wind, when the hot wind has
passed over, owing to the mosquiloes. ,
One eveving, I took o walk on the Maitland

voad. The hot wind had heen snecceded by a enol
breez: frowm the sopth, Abost half-a-mile from the

v 2
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city, I saw a neab inclosure which I had nof
observed beforc. It was a small eemetery, and
contained several headstones bearinx the names of
captaing who had died at the port. I wont inside
‘o exnmme this interesting spot: but mo sooser
had I erosscd the fenco ihan I was attaekod by a

host of mosguitoss which weresheltering belnnd it -

My meditations among the fombs wera brought to
an abrupt conclusion; I was over the fenee most
speedily ; and a strong breeze soon swept awvay my
numerous formentors, I might herc say, that the
wings of mosquitocs aro large and mossamer-like,
80 that they are unable to {ly in the fuce of a
sirong wind.

All new comers are mueh annoyed by them, X
have seen some with both eves swollen up {rom the
eficota of their bites; others marked as if with the
small-pox., After a hob wind, mosquitess are very
troublesome in the Louse, hut espaciaily in the
eleeping-rooms. Mosquifo ouriains are the best
preventive, but few of the working classes are
provided with them. Cow dung is ofien burned fo
keep them away; bub no soomer does the smoko
subgide than they resumeo thoir torment with groater
fary than before, In tho houses, during daytime,
they are noi tronblesome, and even s candle burn-
Ing in the room, prevonts them to a oreat extent
at night. But no seoner i3 all dark and still, than
& buzzing sourd is heard in all paris of the room.
This sound is very lile the word eoozen, prorounced
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with the teeth close together; and you are in
constant apprehension that some of ihese “eno-
zens™ will drop on your face. Four or five will
perhaps somnd iheir relationship in your car at
once, Sadderly the sounds ecase, and as suddenly
you fecl pricked, as with a fine needle, on
several parts of the face; this will give you an
idea of iheir aystem of phicholomy. The first
impulsc is to raise your hand and erush them ; and
this you will have to repeal at very short intervals
ag long as you remain awake. When you are
asleep, they will feast on, till daylight warns them
to take shelier in the seeluded parts of the lLiouse,
A tweclvemonlh's residenco in the eolony reeoneiles
most people {o these freublesome visilors, As for
the old colonists, ithey scarcely notice them; for
the bite of a mosquito scldom leaves 2 mark on
any person who hias heen long in the country.
When [ relurned from visiting the Royal George,
preparations were being made for the Christmas
dinner. A goose and scvers] dueks werc made
ready for roasling. A Jarge pieco of good beef
and ;nﬂ.n}' cxeellent pies and farts lay side by side
npon the kitchern table, A plem-pudding,—an
indispensible regmisite to every Christmas dioner—
was lbeing stirred wp in a large earthen bowl., Neur
the corner of an old building, a wood fire Lurnt
brizhtly, and aver it bung & larze kail-pot, ready
to receive the Chrisimas padding.
vad
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About nine o'clock, the pcople began to throng
towards the ball-room. The warchouse was soon
crowded, At each end there sat a fiddler, A lively
arr was siruck up, and the dance begun. The
principal daneers on Lhe male side were the saflors.
The females were mostly nalives of the colony 3
and Jovely did the earrency lasses Jook on thaf
occasion. What with white dresses, arlificials,
Jjewelry, and bright eyes, the sight was perfecily
dazzling ; and thoy were famous dancers: ne kind
of figure scencd to comn wrong to them, The bLall
was kept up with great spirit Lill “a wee short hone.
ayont the twal,” without any disturbing incidents,

- except a shori quarrel now and then between a
couple of rival elaimanfs, for the hand of a pretiy
girl as pariner, Many of the ladies danced their
beots fo picces, and had to be sapplied with new
ones. Noi the least interesting party in this scene,
were the loockers on.  In front of the wide doors,
which were left open, stood a group of natives, a
number of Chineze coolics, and many others, whe
did not choose to join in the damee. The black
fellows and tho gins kept Janghing and shouting
“ budgeree white fellow,” at the ond of every danee,
And the Chinese made a contlibual ehattering of
** chow chow,” dnring the whole time the ball lasted,
When the dancing ccased, Mr. Rogers made a
wind-tp by = sorg “ Colin and his Cow,” the
moraiity of which is about equal to that of some
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of the ballads sung at our eountry fairs. It ealled
forth grcat applanse. This over, the assemblage
dispersed quietly to their hemes. Such was the
manner in which a part of the inhabitants of New-
castle enjovad themselves on a Christmas eve.

Great nimbers of Chinese coolics have been
importcd into New South Wazles during the last few
years, to supply the domands of the labour market.
They make good shepherds, middling house servants,
and talorable cooks, 13ut very few are worlh more
than 5s. or Cs, per week, with rations, Af all
gorts of work requniring much excrlion, onc Ynglish
laboorer would do as much as  Thalfa-dozen
« Julim Chivamen.” Mr. Rogers had one for a eonk,
and the kitchen was a general rendezvous for about
twenty or thirly of them in Lhe eveming. They
were exceedingly logracions celestials ; their con-
versalion was somebimes perfectly deafening; and
their noise resembled that made by a flock of lap-
wings, more than any ofher sound [ am uequainted
with.

Clrisimas-day eame. The weather was very bot.
The bush-fire was still raging, althonzh is farther
progress was stayed by varions impediments,  Oar
Christmas dinmer was to be held af the honse of
Mr, Michael Dwyer, Mrs. Rogers's father, the
principal undertaker in the cify. At ene o’clock,
p.m., headed by Rogers and family, we all marched
towards the rendezvous, All tho other guests bad
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arrived, and wers waiting for ng, that they mighi
commence the feast. The enkire mumber of guesta
would be about twenty. On reaching ihe dining
raom, we saw a large table, overspread by a white
cover, on which rested the best ching and erocker

ware of the establishment. Rogers teok his ar:fi
at cne ond of the table, and Mr. Dwyer at the
other. The fowls wore placed before them: buk
these almosk defied their skill, they werc so t:::rl.l”]l
am‘f sirmgy. Judge of our disappointment, when :re
noticod their almost fruitless efforis, and discovered
thai the fowly were only lali-roasted. Georce
ﬂ_nrdiner had been enfrustod with this daty ; hc:ri;
his cxertions at the ball liad so fatigucd ]11inr;r that,
our Christmas dinner wos epoiled in -cnns;equerice

Ihis failore throw quite a damp over the pa.rty.
and caused the conversation to beeome flat am:;
mooosyllabie, which must have beea anything but

plnm.aing to the principal parfics -::mmum;d in
getiing up the feasi, A general attack was next

made on the reast-beef, whiclh lortnnately proved

catuble, After this, the plam-pudding was infro-
du::ed_ ag the finale to the solids. Tt ;I‘ﬂﬂﬂutﬁd an
urinvifing appexrance, and was quite a failore
Whether it was owing 1o the ingreﬂiunts or iheh:
manipslation, er miscanagement in the :bniling 1
am pol prepared fo say; bub it was nearly ’al.-a
tough as khe goose, and would have been rather a
dangerous charge to have mef coming out -of the
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mouth of a camnon, even al the distance of a
huodred yards. Yery little of it was eaten, and the
cest was soan removed to make way for the dessert,
consisting of confectionery, {ruits, wines, and other
drinks. The conversation now bocame more ani-
mated, and the former fa tnures were for the moment
forgotten. Ab this ersis, a young Irishvroman,
whoge hushand had just expired, came n, and amid
her many toars, ordered a coflin for her beloved.
And she was only gone a few minutes when &
working-man, who lived in the corntry, came in to
erder & coilin for his ehild, These iwo BOICINM

sueidents hrew rnother ehill over the spirits ol the

company ; and io a few minntes afterwards, the

company was dizpersed over various parts of the city,
searching alter some more lively entertainment.

I have been frequently astonished as tho very
the working-peoplo

axpensive marnor 1o whieh
o of the

condacted their funerals, especially thos
Roman eatholic persuasion, [ saw the coflin for
the child belore-mentioned, after it was finished.
It was coverad with the bost DBlaek cloih, and the
sides, ends, and Tl were profnscly ornamented with
hi maetnl erossed.  As there was no professional

Wy
painter in the place, the nmne of the child was

only rodely written on tha breast-plate.  The coak
of the eolfn was £5; that of an adulk, similarly

decorated waa £7.
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During my siay there, the bill of mortality was
very light. [ only saw two funerals, and they wore
both on & Sunday. The first was that of a young
man, accidentally Eilled by the discliarge of a
fowling-piece, while steoping o gather some “pig’s
faces,” s kind of {ruit which grows by the river
gido, T was standing beside the Fitz Roy pillar,
and looking towards Maitland, when my attention
was arrested by a procession, moving slowly from
a Tow of pitmen’s houses near the railway. It
wended its way round the foct of the hill, and up
the long strapgling street towards the church. No
raral funeral at home could have been conducted
more respecifnlly. All who met {he procession
either turned and wepb along with it, or stood with
nweovered heads till it passed. The other funeral
was that of Willimn Rousoe, an innkeecper. There
was nothing unusual about 1, The eoffin wasa
very expeasive one, and was deposited in tho family
vault.

The charch yard is composed of dry sandy soil ;
and has tho appeargnce of a irue English burial
Place, & fao simile of which may be scen in miost
of our rural districts.

The last day of 1852, was ona of the hotiest
thal hed ocemrred within the remembranece of the
oldest colonist. Thero was a hot wind blowing the
whols day, and many miles of thick bush was on
fire ouly a short distance from tha eity. The resident
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eleroryman, Mr. Hilton, measured the memm hent by
thermometer, ab variows intervals during the day,
which lie fourd fo be 142 deorees faurenheit. At
Roon it was 150 degrees in the sun, and nearly as
much in the shnde,—muoch harm was done to the
grapes and other frois wp the river, by this
secorchung blast, On the evening of that day I
wenk to resids with Joseph Spragg, storekecper,
The slaeping roem T oceupied there was one of the
larmrest in the hoase, and on the first floor. The
mosquifocs ecame npon me m lundreds.  Several
fimes during the night, 1 borned cow dung, bui all
lc no purpesc—on ther eame in swarms, as soon as
the smoke cleared away.  When daylizht appeared
I fonnd great mumbers which I had crushed by
rolling over in the bed to avoud their bites. ¥When
T looked in the glass, my faee was frightfally
marked, but zot swollen.  Mosquilocs are not ihe
only pests these hot winds waken into active lifo,
Taranlulas, cenlipedes, and scorplons are oflen to bo
met with erawiinge ahont the honsges, and sometimos
hefare a change tn the weather, cockroaches come
from every correr in the hoose, and ru aboub In
all directions., They are about twe inches in
length, and of & bewutilul dark green eolonr on the
back. They are quite harmless,

My new host was one of the most extraordinary
eharaeters in the place. Ie had heen {wenty
years in the eolony., He was a native of London,

oo
Ty
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and had been sent ouf for honschreaking, but his
condoct hmd Decn no exomplary, that he was
appointod barber in the hospital, and organist of
the church; and Iastly, he obtained a lickei-of-
leave to reside in any of the Aunstralian eolonies.
ooon after this bhe married an amiable and
industrions woman, a free emigrant, whe had démo
mnch to gnide him on the way towards: wealth and
independence. He was then the owner of the
largest store in the place. His shop contained goods
of nearly every description to the value of £1000.
In coostrueting his honse and store, he had been
his own architcet, and had devised seversl ingenipus
contrivances for fastening the windows and doors,
There was searcely anything he could not nnder-
take to do. At one time ho might he seen acting
the barber, st ancther failor.  He painted nearly all
the earl-signs and collin-plates in his neighbonrhood ;
and he woold venture to represent any charaeter

in a play, or sing 2 comic song, at a moment’s

notice, Once a very amusing seene tock place,

A carman had ordered & cart-sign ; the carman’s
name was George Hyde, and Spragr painted it
upon a piees of Lin in black letters.  ¥le then set
the plale on the mantel-piece, examined i, and
concluded that it was first-rate. Hyde eamc for the
sign, and when he saw it, lie nsed epithels of a very
uncommendable character. Mr, Spragpe defended
his handiwork, bub was eventually compelled to
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paint in white the spaces between the dark letters.
He was, howaever, well paid ; the picee of fin was
aboul BilL Iy Gin., Lhe work wes done in a quarter
of an honr, and Lhe cost of the whole was 4s5.6.0L.

Storekecpers aud swall shopkeepers were mneh
wanted 1 Neweaslle. The furmer were realizng
cent. per cent. npon many ef the commeditics sold,
owing to the lack of compeiition. There was no
painter 1 the city; and no glazier, excopt an
old man who kncew little aboufb it, Shoemakers
and tailors almoest wrought night and day, enrning
from £3 to L4 per week, Carpenters and joiners
had abundanee of employment, ab from 13s. to 153,
per day.  DBeel was 3d. per 1b.; mmlion, 2d, to
21d. ; bread, 3d. DBoard and ladging, from 14s, to
L1 per week. Teuit of all kinds eame down the
viver in honl-loads.  Teaches were 1d. per dezen,
grapes 4d, per b, and bananas, apricots, almondy,
and pomegranales were equally ¢lieap,

Laud for huilding siles sold at enormous priees.
I was preseob &t one Government sale.  The Iota
comprised small seations in ihe best business part
of the city. The old barrncks stood upow one of
these scetioms, ad that sile was purchased ol fhe
rale ol ETY per [vof, Tor the length of ile Trontapre
—a price equal Lo thas pail for the same kind of
property in Melbonrne.

Mr. Sprazg’s next appearance before the publis
was in the charasler of a comic singer at u public

X
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eoncert given in tho couri-howse by Mr. Chester.
Mrs. Chester was the principal and only female
singer.  She had beon a professional botl in Lon-
don and Sydney. Mr. Chester was a clerk st a
store, and had only bean a short time in the aity.
Coneerts were rare things in Noweastle ; and when
the night came, the house was erowded with all the
{ashion and beanty of the city and ncighbourhood.
Mr. Spragg, in order o be in full trim for the
occagion, had two nights of rchearsal in his own
drawing-room. A short ifme before the eomeart
hour, the kitehen was fwrned into a grocn-room.
Ilent him a long pair of ridee-and-farcow Seoteh
stockings, which he drew on over white frousers
and fasiencd al the knees with pieces of red ribbon.
A loose shooting-jacket was thrown across his
shoulders, and a rostic hat well floured, crownod
the whole man,  As a finishinr-strole, his facc was
colonred with romge, and Iis Dwir was  duosted
wiLh whiting, TITc spent an hour at this evening’s
toilel.  ITis duby was to shine in the character of
a couriry clown; and before o larese glass on the
chimney-picac he sindicd Tis part so well, that he
was *“perfeet,” Dy the time ha was called upon.
Mrs. Clhester sung several popnlar songs, aceompa-
nied by the piane; Masler Sydney Chester, a boy
of 14 years, snng several nmigeer melodies: Mr.
James ITarmel supz an Irish sonz: and then

- 3

came Mr, Spragg, whe sung tke * Country Fair.”
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This song clicited a hwricane of applause, wlich
dicd away in the groff sonmds made by some clever
imitator of & brayine donkey. The whele of the
proccedings passcd off so well, that there was
another concert on the following week, at which
Mr. Spragg appeared in the same elaracter, ond
3r. Rogurs, grotesquely attived, sung his usnal
diity.

Some days after this, a number of mountebanks,
from Maitland, paid a visit to Neweastls, and by .
permission, loeated themselves in Mrs. Croll's yand,
at ihe end of Mr. Spragg’s premises. These
nimble gentry stayed fonr days, and were amply
enriched by their visit.

One lovely cvening, while standing upon the
yerandah, nmusing myself with a teleseope I hekd
in my haud, oo directing it towards the sea, I saw
a fine haequo roumding the Nobbies and making for
the haelonw,  After somo time 1 went down to the
wharl,  Sho proved to be the Williom Ilyde, of
London, and had come [rem Syduey to take in a
eareo of entile, sheep, and lorses for Wellinglon,
New Zealimd .

I hiwl o greot desire to =weo the conuntry, so I
engagen! a berth in the calin, ab stearage fare, L8,
and mess with the steward,

The vew eomsisted of cleven Maories, or New
Zealanders, and six Enropeans, in addition to the
olicers. The Macrics all eame into the eity that

s 2
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uight, and their singnlar appearance atiraeted nineh

attention. They were stenpping young fellows, -

Some grotesquoly tattoed ; ono or two liad carorings
of a peenliar kind of ghark's toeth suependod tt:
a pieec of ribbon from their cars. There !;ve‘tﬁ i
few wlm_wem not disiimured by tatoving, and their
complexions were as fair as 1hoso of orr n;rrim] lnral
l?.hanmra The oihers were of a brownish olive
tinge, bub none were very dark., After sl;mll" or
about ﬂm‘ rlace for a considerable times, tl::;
mustered in front of James Havuel’s, 1o look at
% group of black fellows and gws, who were
dancing 3 corrobory.  The ging und {heir Ilubras,
however, were so lazy that neither deink, tobaeeo,
tor money, would induce them to go thronszh anpht

beyond the preliminarics of that wild pastime. No

a-n-nfmr had they ended, tLan the Maaries commenced
thair taf'rih]e war song.  Squatting themselves
down, with their legs crossed in the oricntal {achion
they.begnn by msking a nnise not palike thc;
Eﬂli_l'hﬂg. of an “iron horse,” beard half s-mile off.
This noise was aceompanied by violent mestures,
.afui the rapid motion of their hands through the
A As they heearo more exeiled, their eyes rolled
n [renzy, and tleir Lieads tarmed from one side to
the othor, . And at every burn they sent forth roars
the most piercingly savage and domoniaeal that I
over hﬂ.m-d from hnman beings, Whea the song
was finished, ono of them weny round with his
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cap and made a eolleetion. After the eolleetion was
sceured, they all started to their feet, gave o
tremendous yell, ran down to the ship and divided
the spoil.

Tliere were some valnublo materials thal everang
for an cthnolomish,  Wour, ol least, out of the five
dillerent races into which DBlumenlacka has divided
the lmman family were present in the eily. Tho
Negre tiee, by the natives; the Malay, by the
Maorics: ilie Bongelian, by the Clinese; and
the Caneassian, by the English, and other Enropeans.

The Williem Hyde would be ready for scain
{welve days, and 1 determined lo have another
excarsion up the country before I left. | demded
on geing to Muifland. The distancc from New-

castle to that pluee, by road, is twenty miles, and
by miver forty. The fare by mail was 4s.; by
steamer 4s. 64, and 2. from Morpeth by omnibus,
in all Gs. i5d. [ chosc the road, and took a seat in
the mail eart. Tt was a low square Lox, firmly
belted together, seated on all eides, and well-adupted
in every other respeet for the vouds of Lo bush.
The driver was o £ne yonng fellow—a nalive, aud
the best whip in the colony. My lellow passmgzers
yere two Trishwomen, a little gitl, and a shepherd.

The latter was nearly blind with ophthalmia, and

was a paticul of Dr. Bowker’s, whe had given hi

little hope of recovering hiis sight.  We starled on
the jowrncy about six o’elock in the morning.  The
x3
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d_a}r was exceedingly hot, and nothing but the ver
Ilg:hteat land of elothing eould be endurcd, A hrmli
brimmed white felb Dat, and a lonse fitling Linen
!llﬂﬂsﬂ wera my dress, and the obhers weve arraved
1 the lightesh roanner possible, Une of the wc};ﬂ.en
the mother of the liftle girl was both good lockin ,
and agrocable. She Tad also 1hat Loen na,tm'fﬁ
velish for fan, so peewliar 1o Trish femmles. The
ollier was lean and ill-favoured, and to make I.tlﬂ.ttﬂl'ﬂ
worse, noi entirely soler. There wus only room for
three of us in the body of the cart, on account of
tf_hs: mail bags.  Bo ¥ took a seab in front, by the
side of the driver, the little girl sab on 3‘:13 inm
These preliminaries being arranged, off we Etarte-ﬂ-
The carl was drawn by three horses, which for powe;r.;
of endurance and swiftnoss eonld not be equalled
out of New South Wales, On wo weet at 3 rapid
pace, down the Jong sirageling street, and :mrEas
the green space whiek borders {he bush. T'he road
for 1he first two miles, had many windings, and 1;'35:
w_mrimng by immense gum and irnn-bz:ﬂ: tree
giant cedars, and praeeful watiles. "
T{m rapid manuer in which wa swept along gave
to LILE'EE-I"'JIE!‘JT a shifting charaeter of the most
rnfnnntm and enehaniing deseription. The Liriw;:
putled ap to cut o hasdle for his whip ;llf]liﬂh tilt
then he had nol thought of using, Slu;rtly after
We came upon a fine pices of read, bounded on {]ﬂ,i‘]:
side liy a thick forest. This road, for two IﬂﬂE;i,

o4
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was straieht as an arrow. We lLiad not gone far
511 we vt Lwo handsome young ludies, rubimg on
fine-lookiug hay lorses,  One was drensed in atight
fitbing tinen jackel and enbbage-tree slouch, the
other in a black stk visite, and honaet and veil, of
e latest fashion from Sydney. Beth wore long:
riding-habits, made ¢f some light material. A lew
minttes more Leought as opposife a anall clearing,
with o few shed like buildings on the far side, close
o the troes, und shelered from the ficree rays of
the sun. ‘Three or four mileh cows, and afew dairy
atensils stood ontside the dwelling.  This was lrem
Bark Farm, the residence of the two young ladics
we had reeently mol, The roxd now became
muoh worse: stamps of troes, deep ruts, and pther
impediments, tested the skill of the driver. Wa
neverthelese, siill kept on our eourse ab full speed,
and ony whip Ielt proud while showing Lis nlilsty
in stearingy clear of all ohistacies, Now and thoen
however, we wore well jolted, dospibe Lis dextenty.
On onc occasion, wlilst passing over a vory bad
piece of road, the car gave & tremendovs shake,
and one of the women {hrew her arm reund mty
waisl, fo avoeld beng ihrovn upon the mai] hags,
I must confess $hat I felf uncomiortabls m thiis
Judierous position, althongh some of my {eilow
pasgengzery secinedl highly delizhbed at the predica-
ment.  And, as it to add to my discomhture, 1he
woman overy novw and ihen gaye me a Twearty
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Squeeze, by way of reminder of her * attachment
There was, bowever, no shaking her off, and r;:}
llcl!p for the annoyanee; for had ¥ made Lo loash
objeetion, I might have fared worse. So I bore hib
and langhed with the rest,  The pleasant prattlo of
the Jittle girl on my knee, and the lovely seenc
througl which we were passing, made o ibrrrﬁ
my termentor, ”
The puriiy of the atmosphere, onr rapid rate
of tra;.vel]ing, and the brighi gleams of gn]dex;
sunshine that streamed through openings amid the
irees, the clear blne sky above, long stretehes of
forest expanding before ws, and here and there
the Hunter river, like o brilliang mirror, reflecting
the Iovcliness of the over-changing EI}E!]EI'}"—-H.E
tended {o impart a buoyaney to the animal spiribs
and produce an impression on (lic mind similar 1;{:
that I.?mdﬂ by the pernsal of the fivst fairy tale
read i carly life. Apain, passing through the
. umbrageous parts of the foresl, whera lofty trees
and low serab interwoven into a thick veil ihat shut
out the sunlight, was like reading a gloomy pae
in the “ Pilgrim’s Progress.” e
We came next to a steep hill, called Tron Barlk
Brow, at the boftom of which there is a small
creek and swampy pround, The oreek was erossed
by a low ricketty wooden bridre. This place had
been remarkalle in the history of the road, for
upsetting mail carls and other conveyances, I;nwn
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the Lill, and across (he iridge we went ia a few
geconds, 1o the Toot of another brow of less eleva-
tion on ihe opposite side. Afier this nscent, Lhe
rond turned 19 the right, aud kepb elose to the left
bank of the Thunter, as e as the eye conld reach.
A narrow slrip of firm greensward, with the rwver
on cre side wid Lhe fovest en the olber, Tormed Lhe
road, and over it our herses Donuded along ab a
marvellons rate.  Alany of the Iarge trees we passed
preseuted splendid specimens ol the stag-horn fern,
growing npon Lien, aboul fifyy foeb from the
oround,

Iron bk huls, aud other {eneinenis, began fo
make their appesrunce, some with half-a-dozen
children scampering about in the greatest glee,
looking the very picturc of health and contentment.
We wers then within the boundary ¢f Hexham
township, and iu sight of the half-way house, ai
which we ghortly after amived. Mr. Smith, the
owner of the place, and two brawny shecmakers
with their leather aprons on, came oub to receive
ns, These men had commibted crimes, and were
doing their lageing with Mr. 8mith, who appeared
{o be & very humane man, and they scemed Lo have
casy times of it, The house was a plain building,
of two stories, haring a kitchen and other out-
offices af the rear. We onterod the bar; it was
presided over by BMrs. Smilh, a pale looking dlender
Irishwoman, as agreeable in ¢very respect as her

husband,
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Both of my female friends ordered a nubhlm-.

immediately as a foundation for breakfast; but [
turnad into the breakfast-room, and the rest zcon
followed. Tho breakfast-table was covered with 3
white cover, and spread over with joints of eold
meat, hread, bntter, cheese, and the most delicions
crecam, to which was addod fca and coffec. The
charge was 1a. Dreakfast finished, the fomales
again paid their respeets to the bar, whero they
were joined by a £all broad-shonldered counfrymsn
of their own, a farmer in the neighbourhood. Yle
paid parficular atiention to my grood-looking friend,
and a. picce of pleasant banter passed between. them
that kept the place in = roer of laughter till the
time for starling. This son of Erin wore a long
blue eoat and light fustian tromsers. Ilc wag
finished at the head with o large eabbago-tree hat,
and at the feel by 2 pair of enormous brogues.
His beard was long, siifl; and grizaly. When we
were seated im tho car, he camo to shake hands
with Mrs. Tierney, his lively countrywoman, and ghe

dvng hor arms round his neek, and gave him a

most loving sslute in true Irish style. He was
so much pleased with this unexpected {roite, that
he doffed his hat, and threw it up in the air with
gestures and a yell peculiar to exeiied Irishmen.
Off we siarted, leaving him to Bnish his fandangeo,
and the bystanders fo reeover their gravity. He
scampered about in front of the house, amid the

0
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cheers and langhter of the crowd; amd the last
{hing we saw about the place, as it fzu]ed from our
view. was the cabbage-tree hat rolling I the arr,

E ]
high above the fop of the half-way house.

The next stoppage was at Hexham post-office.
An okl mative, the last of his tribe, wall-cyed and
ncarly blind, eamc to the side of tho mail eart, nok
{0 bewr—but to speak o the driver, whom h:: Imew.
He a;xmml highly pleascd with the little girl, nind
«till mors 30 when he was told sho was a native
likchimself. His only covering was an old hianket,
and in lis face there was perceptiblo nonao {ff ﬂm;
low cunning, which is so peculiarly characteristie o

savago tribes. On the contrary, Jus .r.nuntumale
was indicative of frankness and intullgcuu:a._ Ilis
wants were abundantly supplied by nfﬁw]m1':1w111n]:
Ve losoe banks lie spen
residing near ihe river, OB W : !

ek of Vis time in basking in the E!lllE]llll.Eh k n‘.r]m

his cmaciatod condition it was evillent that the

tide of lifo was ¢bbing fast, and that he would soon
hered unto Lis people.

bﬁ‘ﬁg;w: ]fi]:k up another passenger here, a g&n}lnmmt

farmor, resident in Hexham, who was going to

Maitland on business; and nﬂ: we went ag;n. hi‘tnqln
road passed through the prineipal ;_mrt‘. of c:;d l
Ia the middle of this village “lﬁlfﬂ.lﬂ a neabl wseh cl
chape), and = short distanec from it a smal :;;;
and aboubt half-a-dozen houses scattered ﬂ?ﬂ;} 1
Jistanco of nearly @ mile among.the fields, Lierc
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were grazing paddecks covered with rieh herbare
ﬂelds‘ covered with stubble, nearly a yard high En;
romaing of the last crop. In others, rieh ernl:a of
Indian corn enlivened Lhe seene.

T'wo miles from Mailland thers was a lone cottage
by the road side, which prescaied a3 melanchely
nppeafame. Its owaer and his family kad gone o
the diggings. Tho windows were broken, some
patts of the wood-work removed, and portion of
the roof had fallen in. The Kitle efluare garden
plot bekind was full of rank weads, in tho midst of

whi?h stm:n]‘ a finc peach-frec heavily laden with
]l?mnm? fruit ; but none felt. iuclined to gather them.
We arrived in Maitland aboyt noCm.

CHAPTER YL

Deseription of Maitlnd. ,Seotch Barr..Retorn to Newrastle. .
German Lady. . Williom Myde. . Pulting the Cattle on Deasd. .
Yrice of Cattle, , and Horses,. Their Qonlity..Leaving
Newcastle, . Possengers. . M, Applethwaite .« Cuptain  Apple-
thwaite. . Natives, how wa got tl:ern on board. . Jackey Jacliey. .
Jimmey. . Anecdoles of, . Last Sight of Avstralia, . Watering the
Sheep. . Telnpestuong Weuther. . 'The Tlires Kings. . North Cape
« o Ships «Siate of the Cattle. . Fight with a Mandi. . Bay of Islamls
v« Seenery of the Shores of New Zealand - . Enfeding into Auckiand
ITarbour. . Appearance of Aockiwmd..Johkn “Vesler and other
Shijs. . Geing Aslore., - First Niglhit sad 3Joming m Awcklanil. -
Ideseription of Avneklowl.. Foii. . wry redvee.  Churches,
Missions. . Rescaiblance (0 Madeiru: . Road Making. . Soviia. .
Winyanl Fier. . Doriul aces. . Bemembrances. . Aspect of the
Conntry. - Loweswater, - Vntiermoerne . . Borrowlale - . Mechonics'
Bay.. Moorics. . Maovie War, . Sailor. JAnaecdoto. . Maaria Women
oo German Wometi. . Jews, , Ilalf casts . . Maarie Dealers. . Dock
Malingin Prespect. . Appearanes of the Country beyond Famnsil. .
NighLScene. . Gewllemen's Soats, . heswnick . . Ambleside. . Mount
Kilas. . Parnell. - Brasdling Gi#tl. . Mr. Churton. . Hsseness, .
Native (Girls,.Sk Miclwwel. Giving on Teard. . U'repaving  for
) komac,

Marrrano s o Lown as lwree as Usbridge, which
ib mueh resomblos. A beanlilul river the size of
the Colne, meanders tlvough it; aund its sloping
banks are laid oul in neat parterres, well-enltivated
gardens, amd frmilful orehards, where flowers, and
herbs, and {roit, grow in abundanee,

The smvomnding eountry, aud the manner in
wlhich it was divided into fields, reminded me of
Middlesex and Buekingharoshire,

All the inns, and even thic small pablic-hounses,
kad the ehequers wpon the door-posts, as may be

Y
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seen in the above named eounties. The neat Tiltle
chureh, sitwate in the central part of the town, is
a fac-simile of many T have seen ia the sonth of
England. The houscs and shops surroundine the
church called to wind the prefty village of ]]iﬁing—
don, ncar Uxbridge. Some of the houses are of
wood, test upon wheels, and may be moved from
one locality to amolher, The major part of the
buildings are of brick, and a8 most irregular kind
of architceture obtains. .

There are many fine inns, and Lwo or three eoffee
houses, where accommudation eould be obfnined at
n reasonable’ rate. I went inlo one of the most
respectable. If luul a pillared front, and fwo pro-
Jecting wings, and was only ono storey high, Ad
_ihe eniramee, placards were lune, stating the Lill
of fare. One of {hese was headed by the Anstralian
arms, painicd in waler-ecoloms, :;ml manifestin:-
little artistic skill, having also the muLLﬂ——”Ath:m;
Anstralia,” in Iarge lotlers, on a red ribbon ot the
boitom, I was conducted through the place by
ihe owner, who appeared desirows of makins his
customers as comfortable as possible, Some ﬂnf tle
back rooms had been turned into shoemalcers’
shops to suit the requircments of some of his
permanent boarders. These cach paid Lim 14s. per
week, a sem which many could earn in a single day.

The:-ﬂ are several extensive corn mills, mpeu;s,
ionneries and boiling-down establishments, in the
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vicinity of Maitland. Great quantilies of tallow
arc aent from here fo Syduey for exportation.
Maitland has one newspaper. The Maitland
Mercury, published fwice every week, is well-con-
dncted, and very popular thronghout the colony.
1 was taken tlrough the establishment by a brother
of the editor and proprictor, with whem 1 became
acquainted on my first visit to Maitland. The
proprictor’s house and the effices of the paper are
andor one reof, in a neat edifice, buil of red brick,
two storeys high, and sitnale in the central parb
of tha town in the prineipal strect. The words
“ Mercary Ofiiee,” are painted in larze black lollers
on a white pronnd, and were afiixed to the eastern
gable. The western end was overshadowed by o
maguificcnt white ecdar. In the rear, there 1s 2
large paddock, where Bir. Jones keeps two horscs
for his own use. The nowspaper was printed by
& Columbian press, coensbrocted on am improve:d
prineiple, and cverylhing ahonk ile pliec was i
first-rate order. In the clerks’ office I met with a
fellow Cumbrizn, Mr. Carruthers, from Carlisle.
IIe was the chief elerk ; Tud lie was then unwell,
and had beon at Neweastle only a few days before,
consulting Dr. Bowker. It gave lin much pleasure,
to eonversc with one who came from the samo
county in England, which he was likely nover to
sce again. The pleasure was not one-sided,

Y 2
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In the afiernoon I weni to Mr. Garrick’s, and
booked for a geat in the mail-cart refurninz next
morning o Neweastle, This done, I partook of

some refrcshment with Mr. Jones, and then strolled \:

out through the wesiern part of the townm into tho
country, taking the direction of Singlaton. About
a mile cut, I came to a neat litile dairy farm, acd
in the barn almost adjoining the house, Ewo men
were thrashing corn with flails, This was tho first
time since my arrival in the colony, that T heard
this familiar sound, and I could scarcely resist going
into the barn to have a ewing with an old
aequainfance. During my stay in Sydney, several
complainis among the farmers had found fheir way
into the nowspapcrs. The farmers of Golburn in
particular, complained of the rapid spread of the
Scoleh burr.  This weed is a great anmoyanee fo
the Awstralian agrienlturists. Indeed, so great a
pesk is if, that one eorrcspondent of the Sydney
Iferald staled, thal some fields in Golburn had been
covercd fo such an cxtent that they were nearly
valueless. [ madoe several enquiries of the farmers
in Maitland, but found that although it did exist
there, it had not been productive of much injury.
London and its vieinity appears to have suppliod
ihe grealest parf of the population of Maitland.
The Cockney idiom is to be heard in every part of
the tewn.
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Thers aro no places of public amusement, nor
frea conceri-rooms as in Sydney. The principal
pastime among those who {requent the inns is
« Sudee and Jury,” a sort of performance in which
partics personate the varicus characters of judge,
jury, lawyer, criminal, &e. The eases bronght
beforo thesz moek tribunals are mestly of sucha
description as renders the morality of sach pnsti[_le
far {rom commendable. Maitland is noted for its
lorse-rnees. They are held annually, and afbract
great numbers of people [rom all parts of New

Soath Wales.

Farm labourcrs were much in request, Wages
werz high, and food cheap and abundaal. Thera
is emple room for a large population beiween
Maitland and Morton Bay. The land for lmndreds
of miles round is tha rivliest in the world, cither for
pasturage or agrieullure, Thousands of shecp,
horses and callle roam alout in tho inmenso plaio,

and hundreds never retura fo their owners, stray-
ing into the mountainous regions of Now El:glm-:d,
thoy hecome wikl, zud afford sport for the m!stmlmn
hunter. Many 2 daring aportsmun and his steed
have perished in this perilous chase,

The Maitland women are very prelby, the young
women ecspecially. T do mot remember seeing a
single face that could be ealled ecither ngly or for-
bidding. The entive place had o welltodo con-

tonted Tike appearance, I could not hiclp thinking
X3
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how different in that respeet fhis fine inland town
was to sunilar towns st home., There was nol &

begear to bo seen:; nor wore there any pitiable - e
ballad-singers, nor tormeniing masic grinders.

Tivery one whe could work had plenty to do, and
was well paid for doing 3. Like all other towns
in the colony, it had too many public-houses. Theso
to a grent extent, absorbed the savinms of the
working-classes, and were highly detrimental to the
 interests of the community.
After strolling about tHl nightfall, I returned to
the Mercury establishment, where I remained {ill
morning.  About six o’elock, the mail eart was
ready for- starting. The passengers were 3 gold-
digger and his wife, a pitman’s wife, and myzelf,
A shor! distanco fram Maitland, the driver stopped
1o take up another passemgor, an old Cerman lady,
wha lived in a neat coltage by Lo roadsido. A
little pet dog was her companion, and sho detained
us a quarter of an honr in making arrangements for
it tit] hor retarn, At lenpgth, she mado ber appear-
ance, and o singulir onoc it was. Tler style of
dress had heen obsolete at leust sixty years, She
wore a light buff-coloured gown, very straight in
the skirt and short in the waist, with Lirhi-fitiing
gleeves, fastened by a band round the wrist. A
small drab-colotired shawl, fastened in front with a
gold pin, covered her shonlders. A false frout of
dark aubern hair, fell in ringlets over her brow.
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A larpe Leghorn bommet, with 2 light brown gauzc
veil attnched, adorned her head. Her feet werc
encased in hirh-quarlered shoes, well blackballed,
and neatly fastened with black silk ribbon. Aus-
tralin was the last place in the world where T weuld
have expected to meef with sueh an old fashion on
s living model. The old lady was highly amused
when we told her that she must be a very umpor-
tant personage, or the roysl mail wonld not have
stayed till sho supplied the wanis of her dog-
While we were talking, erack went the whip, and
away we bounded through the mazes of the forest.
After an hours pleasant drive, we arrived af the
half-way house, and partook of an excellent break-
fast. The German lady was shown into a privato
room, upstairs ; but not relishing her morning meal
in that unsocial style, she speedily joined us at the
public breakfast-lalle. 1ler privale history was,
doubtless, an interesting one, {hiough noue of Lier
follow-passengers knew anything of 1i, and on the
subject she was silent; yeb all might easily per-
ccivo, from lier politencss and general demeanonr,
that she had gcen belber days,

When {lic allotted time liad passed, wo resumed
our jeurncy, and speedily reached the foot of Trom
Park Brow, Here we all dismounted, and walked
to the top. When unear the summit I turned round,
and was rather surprised to see the poor old lady
nearly exhausted, and only a short distance from
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the basn of the hill. The goli-dizger and myself
immediately retnrned to her assistanco. She very
goeod-humouredly sharped na with lack of gallaniry,
for whieh we apologized ag politely aa possible,

We soon after passed Iron Bark I'arm, gof upon
the good road, and in the course of half-an-hour
the Nobbies and Fitz Roy pillar made their appe:lr:
anee. A few minntes aftor we went info Newcastle
full speed ; and such were {he excellent qualifies of
our horses, fhat they seemed almost gs fresh as
when they left Mailand

The William Hyde was now ready for her eargo.
The fiktings for the eatilo and horses in the *tween
decks were complele, nmd the upper deck was
covered with sheep-pens, made of thin scantlings
natled to the bulwarks, The eatile wero shipped
first. They had been driven into a fold upon the
wharf, elose Lo the vessol,  Af {he entrance of tho
fold stood a sailor, having in Iis hand a long pole
by which he threw a TUNNING NDOZA OVer ﬂ]: }IEEI.IT;
of the nearest animal. Tho nooze was nttached to

A vope which ran through a pulley st the end of
the mainyard, As soon a3 the nooze was aflixed

tluﬁ: rope was hauled tant by these on hoard, '_'['ht;
animal was then dragged by the peck inte ihe
walcr, elose to the ship, a fore lee was then thrust
}-hmlgﬁ the nooze to prevent strangulation. ~ An
. Ingtant after, the animal was suspeniled in the air

swung over the hatchway, and Jowered into th::

NEW ZEALAND. a0

hold. The eattle were all treated m Lhis way, and
many were severely imjurcd. The horses were
gimilarly managed ; bot when cach reached the
water it was econveyed Lelween two boats fastered
together by o spar across their bows, ao that o
horse could pass between them. A pair of strong
canvas stays were then drawn nnderneail by an
iron crock. On both sides of the stays were loops
through which passed the repe ihat counected
them with the block at the mainyard. A rope also
provented the stays from slipping. Three horses,
harpessed in a light wagon, to whieh the tackle
was nttached, were driven along the wharf, raising
the other horse into the air, where it was allowed
Lo remain till it ceased pawing ; the ropoe was then
loosed from the wagon, and the animal gradually
lowered inio the hold. Two days were occupied in
puiiing the catile and horses on besrd. A gang-
way was then made for the sheep, and they were
sll drivon on board in ar hour.

There wero npwards of 140 ocattle, between 40
and 650 horzcs, 700 sheep, about 30 rams, and two
calves. The wholo of this living cargo wns from
Pairick’s Plaias, in {he neighbourlieod of Singlcion,
The average cost of the eatilo was abont £5 each,
and the berses £10. The most valuable amongst

them eost £40. The shecp cost sboul Os. cach.
The cattle were o mixed lot. Drown was the

prevailing colonr., They wore all in good condition,
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and two or three of them gave a considerable
sapply of milk. The borses wero light-limbed,
none would be more than 14 hands high, and some

much below thabt. The prewvmiling colours were -2f

light bay and chesnef. A beaatiful chesnut horse
was killed by slipping out of the stays whilst

B

suspended from the mainyard. The sheep were of -4

the Spamsh or Berino brecd, and when fab would

woigh abont 40lbs. each; but they are more prized
for fine wool than for feeding propertiics in New
South Wales.

Large ironbound {russes of hay wcere lashed on
each side of the poop, and stowed away in tho
ship. Maizo and other requisites for the horses
were shipped in abundanea.

was ready for sea

I took leave of my kind friends, Mr, Spragp aad )

! :.1-1 E

his wife, on the morning of the 26ih of February,
1853, and went on board the William Ilyds, just
as she was leaving the wharf. There were five
cabin-passengers, Mr. Hayward, 2 German, and bis
wife, a preily young Englishwoman ; Mr, Holstead
and Mr. Trinadad, of Patrick’s [Yains; and Mr.
Singleton, of Singleton. Ia addition fo theso were
Mrs. Applethwaite, the capiain’s wifs, a nursc and
two children, one a finc girl three years old, and
the other a boy about ten months,

To these were added
medicines, and & stock of fresh water, and our Ehlp |
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‘Mrs, Applothwaite was a pretfy little woman, o
rative of Sydney, and abent 22 years of age. She
had in perfeclion Lhe fnely chiselled fealures so
peculiar to 1le women of Sydney. Iler hair was
dark brown, and was shaded back in Inxuriant
iresses, fastened behind with a plaim Llack ribbon.
Sha gencrally wore a black satin dress, and o small
white eollar rormd her neck. Tler name was Luey,
and she was as amiablo as beantifnl. Caplain
Applethwaite was a stout, broad-faced, good-looking
Englishman, about 30 years of age, a thoroush
son of the sca, as strong as two ordinary men.
Mr. Holstead was a noble-looking Eaglishman,
-about 40 yoars of age, and stouter than {l

- Captain, He was a veterinary surgeon at Patriek’s

Plains, where he had both an inn and a large farm,
He had been fifteen vears in the ecolony, Mr.
Trinadad was Mrs. Applethwaite’s uncle, and an
extensive farmer near Singleton. Mr. Singleton
was about 25 years of age, exceeding six feeb in
Leight, stout and well-proportioned. He was a
horse-desler, and lad assisted in shipping the
horses. e resided at the village of Singlefon, a
pame given to it by his father, who way the first
resident there and an extracordinary amd daring
character, Mr, Ilayward had been a shopkecper
in Meclbourne ; bhat he disliked that place so much
that he sold hie stock-in-trade, smd purchased a
bouse in Wellingtor, of which he was now going {o
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teke possession. He was fond of talking about

Saxony and othcr parts of Germany; but his
English was so bad that we understood very lLitile

of what he said, exeept on onc subject, and that = :

was, his love for dnelling in early life. His right
hand was minus the forefinwer, which had been
coi off in an emcoantcr with a German studeni.
He had a pair of beautiful duelling pistols, and a
sword, which he kept for the purposc of defending
his honour.

Mrs. Applethwaite’s father-in-law, Mr. Tlolmes,
of Sydney, came fo sec us off. He had purchased
a large tract of land, which he called the Fitz Roy
cstate. It eontained abundance of cosl, limestone,

and jron. Tle had sent some speeimens of the iron E:

to Mr. Herapath, of DBristel, to bo analysed, and fo
Sheflicld Lo be mannfactured into knife-blades. Lhe

cutlers spoke in high terms of its excellent proper- 1§

tica, and Mr. Herapath reporied that the iron was
superior in quality fo any found in Furope. |
The erew of the William Hyde, consisted of
three able seamen, shipped at Sydney for £6 per
moath, two mates, and two apprentices, cleven
Maorics, and four Awustralian blacks, We had
mueh coaxing to get the laiter on board. When
we lay in the harbour, we saw the tallesi of them
standing on the wharf, fting his hand to his head

in imitation cf drinking. The other {hrec were

a considerable way off. Thesc gestures had the

"
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desired effcet; they zradually approached the wharf
and got into one of Lhe ship’s boals that was wail-
ing for them. When they came on board, the
ezplain told them they would get plenty of * boal,”
{ram) if they would consent to go and liclp to iake
caro of ihe sheep and caitle. A blaek botile of
rem and water was handed to them by the steward
with the cork driven in as tizht as possible. They
squatted down on the forceastle, and afler a
great cffort, exiracted the eork and divided the
contents, chattering and laugling at each other
all the while, so delighicd were they with the con-
tents of the black bottle. Mz Holstead, who was
well acquuinted with their habifs, said that the
more difficulty there was in cxtracting the cork,
the more highly the conlents were prized.

Two of these black follows were very intercating
charaeters, Jaekey Jackey was a servant wilh the
gnfortunate Kennedy, who perished whilst on a
surveying expedition in North Australia. The
deseription this savage gave of the death of his
ill-fated master was in the highest degree poetical ;
bat unfortunately we cammot give it in his own
words. Whilst cxplorinz a part hitherto unex-
plored, they were surromnded by bostile nalives.
One of them threw a spear at Mr. Kennedy, and
wounded him o that he expired socn after. Several
spears were {hrown at Jackey, bat he dexteronsly
cvaded them. When Mr. Kemnedy fell, the hostile
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nalives fled.  Jackey then took his dead master on
liis shonlders, and earried him fowards tlc selting
sin till i went down. TIo {hen in tho stillness
of eventide, buricd him amid the sands of the
descrb.  Afier a perilous joumey he reached the
sca-coast, hailed a vessel, and told his tale of horror
to the erew. Ullimaiely the government erected
a tablet to the memory of Mr. Kennedy, in St.
James's ehurch.  They also gave Jackey n ponsion,
a horso worth £20, and a medal with an msecription
upon ik, relating to his master’s virtues and his own,
~ The mame of the other was Jimmey, Tlc was
a diminutive, broad-nosed, large-mouthed, curly
headed fellow, with a good-humoured cxpression of
countcnance. He had been many years a servant
with Mr. Iolstead, who {old us some very amusing
anccdotes respeciing im,  We give one by way of
illustration. On ome occasion he had fitted out
Jimmey with a new suif of clothes for the Maitland
races. These comsisted of a green Newmarkot
coat with bright brass butiéns, a dral-colomred
waistcoat, drab cord breeches, yellow top-boots,
a white shirt, blue neck-cloth, and a black hat with
yellow hat-band. Off went Jimmey in his new
toggery to tho races. Mr. Holstead followed him
iz au Liour after, aud found lime capering about the
course 1n his shirk. The other clothes hind been so
much admired by some of his tribe, that to please
them, he divided the garments amongt them. On
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the race-course, and proud of their aequisitions,
mizht be seen Jimmey’s fviends; one with the hat,
anollier with the eoat-—cach wearing ane of {ha

. itoms, which jointly conspired to make respectable

Jimmey's outer man. Jimmney seemed to eare so
little about his property that ke was the prondest
man of the strange group; and as nome of ihe
articles were restorved, Jimmey returned in his shind
to the house of lis master,

Tac last day in the harbonr of Neweastle we
spent im fishing, and relaling our expericneo of
Australian life. The harbonr swermed wilh fish, so
that if any offal was thrown info the water it was
devoured direetly. We ecaught scveral fine schnap-
per and some salmon. On this day also, several
jarg of honcy and other delicacics were seut to
Mes, Applethwaile by residents an the river. Old
Tom Ilyde, of Mosqnite Island, brought us a basket
of green peas.

Next day at noon, the pilot boarded us, nndd il
anchor was weighed and the sails trimmed for sea,
Hall-way between the Nobbics, the wind sadidexly
shifted, and we were taken all aback, Down went
the anchor tc prevent our grounding on the rocf.
It a few miuates the wind ehanged, we tacked
severnl limes, and shivered the mninsail, as the
pilot dirceted, till we got outside the Nobbics.
There wo planged into u ghort jumbling sca, which
made the houses of (ho eity scem as though they

%2
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were daneing a polka.  Abont half-a-mile from the e
Nobbies, a fair wind sprung p, and the pilot left
us, accompanicd by Mr. Dent and Mr. Holmes. -
The yards were ilhen squared, and before sunset -

nothing conld be seem in our waka but & fasint
glimpse of the sunny shores of Australia.

We had fine weather and fair winds for the first
two days. But the air was suliry, and Lhe vossel
swarmed with flies. At meal-times they anmoyed
us greatly by lighting on the food, and frequently
the sugar-basin was covered with a hlack mass of
thesc tormentors.

Wind-saila were rigzed down all the hatehways,
lo cool the vessel.  The horses and eattle were put
in gtalls athwart ships, with their heads towards an
open space, Those that were restive were tied by
strong halters to the siall poats, |

On tho sccond day came the tedions operation of

watering the sheep, which was porformod every
allernate day during the voyagoe. This dufy fell
to tho lot of the Maories, who each earried a
bucket of waler and a porter buttle. The bottle
was filled with water, and put into the mouth of
the sheep. Afier = sofficient quanlily had been
given to the animal, s picee of rope yarn was tied
round its neck, to distinguish it from those not
walered. There was little difliculty in getiing them
to take the water thus; ard Jong before the end of
the voyage they had become well-neguainted with
the Maories and {he black botiles,
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On the thind day, we had a strong breeze from
tlic south, and a henvy sea.  The vessel rolled abount
at a fearful mle. She was run allemalely twelve
hours on cach {nck, Lot we made no hoedwsy in
the dircetion of Wellingion, One or two of (he
sieep died every day, and one was killed every
alternate day for the ship’s use. When we had
been cight days at sen, two of the cattle died, and
s fine horse, the property of Mr. 1lolstead, leaped
out of his stall down ope of the hatehways, nnd
was killed. The calves were drowned in a heavy
wave ihat rolled over the [ercuastle into the lower
hotd. On the worning of the cighth day we siehted
the Three Kings, some small islands fo the west of
Nortli Cape, New Zealand. Wo passed thom
the course of the duy. Tho largest of them was
covered with grass aml short scrmb.  Here and
thove through the opewinzs, we eanght glimpses of
lovely greem valloys that wonld have bheen wiosd
welcome to onr storm-tost catile and sheop.

After pusing fhese islands, we foll in with a
strong enrrcut, which set in from Lhe Norlh Cape,
On the water there was a distimet ripple, nearly a
mile in breadth, forming a pleasing confrast to the
hoiling and foaming ocean on cach side of it

Euarly i (he afternoon, we saw Cape Marm Van
Dicman ; and soon afier a small schooner with her
cmsign flying, appeared to the northward. As she
approached soveral of Marryat's signals were run

Z3



