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Introduction

This study examines the relationshio between the Aboriginmes and
white settlers in Newcastle and the Hunter district between 1804
and 1841, The chronologicsl limits of the study are chosen to
include the earliest contact betwesn the races at the openal
establishment of Newcastle, the period of frontier comtact in
the Hu-ter Valley and the subseguent decline of the Aborizinal
nopulation of the area., In 18304 a small penzl establishment was
formed at the mouth of the Hunte;. In 1841 the Rev,.L.E.Threlkeld
closed the Aboriginal mission at Lake Macgusrie because of a sharp
decline in the pooulation of the Awabskal tribg. This decline wss
oaralleled by falling Aboriginal numbers in the Hunter Valley as a
wholg. The decimation of the Hu~ater Valley tribes meant that there
were very few Aborigines left in the valley in 1841, and because cf
the disperity in numbers between Aborigines and settlers and the
invasion of Aboriginal hunting grounds, those that were left were
reduced to a state of despised dependence,

The geogranhical area covered by the study includes the banks of
the Hunter River from its estuary at Newcastle to its source in
the Mount Royal Range., To the north it includes the four-sided figure
on the northern and eastern banks of the river, bounded by the
Hunter and Manning Rivers and the Pacific Ocean. To the south it
covers the triangular figure formed by the Hunter, the coastline to
the southernmost tip of Lake Macquarie, and a line formed Trom

the lake through Wollombi Brook to the confluence of the Hunter

1., King to Hobert, 16th Aoril 18024, Historical Records of Australias,
Series I, Vol.lV, 0.612,

2 Threlkeld to Colonial Secretary, 39th Decembher 1841, Niel Gunson
(ed.), Australiazn Reminiscences & Papers of L,E,Threlkeld, 2
Volumes, Canberra, 1574, Vol.I, p.168,

Threlkeld to Coloniel Secretary, 32th December 1837, EEEE., vol.I,

w
-

np.136-137,



and Goulburn Riverg. These limits encomnzss the main settlements for
which Newcastle, and later Wallis Plains, was the administrative
centre,

The period covered divides itself naturally into two phases., The
first settlement at Newcastle was exclusively a penal station, for
the recention of persons convicted of crimes in WNew South Waleg. A
very small area of land granted as farms to officicls and well-behaved
convicts made a negligible impact unson the tribal lands of the Hunter
Valle?. Thus the story of race reletions in the first twenty years
of white settlement at Newcastle is essentially the story of the
contact between Aborigines and the penel establishment. The first
commandant at Newcastle early developed a friendly relatiocnship with
the locsl Aborigines, a relationship in which the latter participated
by helping to prevent escapes from the settlemenz. Later commandants
were to follow the precedent. This put the Aborigines of the district
in the position of enemies of the convicts at Newcastle.

In 1822, J.7.Bigge's Resort of the Commissioner of Inquiry into the

State of the Colony of New South Wales recommended the removal of the

convicts at Newcastle to a more isoclated settlemeng, and thereafter
followed a transition periocd in which free settlers poured into the
valley and the penal establishment was disbanded. Newcastle was
formally freed from military control in 182%. From the early
eighteen twenties, the story of raciel contact in the district is
increasingly that of the interaction between Aborigines of the Hunter
Valley and the fast encroaching agricultural settlements. The two
phases of contact cannot be viewed separately. Though most of the
convicts were remcved to the more isolated location of Port Macquari%?
the Aborigines who had seen the inmates end activities of the penal
settlement remained, So too, especially during the transition period,

did some of the officials and convicts who had seen the relationship

4, 5See Map 1, p.l.

S, J.W,Turner (ed.), Newcastle as e Convict Settlement: The Evidence
before J,T.Bigge in 1819-1821, Newcastle, 1973, p.l3.

6. JN,Turner, When Newcastle was Sydney's 5iberia, Stockton, 1980, p.B8.

7. Menzies to King, 14th May 1804 (in King to Camden, 30th April 1805},
HeBeAsy, I,V, pp,411-4l2, and The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales
Advertiser, 9th September 1804, p.2 b & c.

B, J.T.Bigge, Report of the Commissioner of Inguiry into the Gtate of
the Colony of New South Wales, }1822] Adelaide, 1966, p.l165.

9. J.F.Campbell, 'The Genesis of Rural Settlement on the Hunter?',
Royal Australisn Historical Society Journsl, Vol.XII, Part II,1926,
pPp,?77-78, and Darling to Bathurst, 29th June 1807, in D,0'Donnell
(ed,), The History of Early Newcastle, Documents & Illustrations
1800-1870, | Newcastlel n.d., p.28.

10, Morisset to Goulburn, 25th February 1823, Colonial Secretaries
In Letters Re Newcastle, 1834-1826, 10 volumes, 4 Rolls Microfilm
(Mitchell Library in Association with Newcastle Public Library),
Local History lLibrary, Newcastle Public tibrary, Vol,6, Rall 2.




which developed between the Newcastle tribes and the penal
establishment. The contact between the races during the first

years of free settlement when settlers and thelr assigned servants
soread throughout the valley was particularly violent, The principal
argument of this study is that the rcle assumed by Aborigines &s
trackers of escaped convicts left an indelible mark upon the minds of
the convicts in the district. This in turn led to an especially
violent clash between black and white men when convicts were allowed
reletive freedom as assigned servants. This basic relationshio was
modified and in some ways encouraged by the attitudes and interests of
the free settlers in the Hunter Valley, and by the conditions of the

frontier,

The first white men in Newcastle and the Hunter Valley were
conditioned in their approach to the local Aborigines in two ways.
They brought with them to New South Wales their knowledge of Eurcpean
experiences and concepts of the rest of the world and their awareness
of the special position of Britain as a European nation, Those
that came to Newcastle brought with them the experience of contact
with Aborigines in the earlier settled parts of the colony.

Two opposing strands of philosophical thought on the state of
uncivilized man affected a white man's aporoach to newly discovered
lands and their people in the eighteenth century. French philosophers

. e s L L L
particularly Jean Jacques Rousseau in his Discours sur L 'inegalite

(1754), developed the concept of the Noble Savage, man in a primitive
society which was better adapted to the achievement of happiness than
the highly organised society of Europe, It was a mode of thought

which was especially influential in relation to the people of the

South Pacifi%} It had been borne out by the observations of travellers

such as Denis Diderot who portrayed Tahiti as & prelapsarian paradise

11, Norman Hampson, The Enligbhtenment, Harmondsworth, 1568, p.210,
and Bernard Smith, European Vision and the South Pacific, A
Study in the History of Art and Ideas, lLondon, Paperback edition,
1969, p.6.
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on eart%§ and by Captain Cook who concluded that the natives of New

South Wsles were 'Ter mare Haooler than we Europeans; being wholy [Ei;]

unacquainted not only with the superfluous but the necessary Conven-

ienceé?'

Many early settlers in New South Wales were disapnointed when they
messured the ideel against the reality of Aboriginal 1life and found
little in it that was noble. Europeans were disgusted by the
Austrslian Aborigines' stendards of hygiene and material comfort
and their bloody methods of settling disaute%? First Fleeter Captain
Tench found 'a savage roaming for prey...unsoftened by the influence
of religion, philosoohy and legal restrain%%' This was not a new way
of looking at uncivilized man, The seventeenth century philososher
Thomas Hobbes thought that the life of the savage was 'poor, nasty,
brutish and shor%?' It was an attitude which was well established
amcngst traders in the Pacific in the seventeenth centur%? and it
was lent weight by the remarks of William Dampier on the Aborigines of
the west coast of Australié? - made long before the arrival of the
enlightened Captain Cook, Such men as Captain Tench described were,
like the west coast Abcrigines, no fit subject for the admirstion and
envy of the settlers.

The experiences of Eurcpean colonists and traders in other parts of
the world had tended to give them a feeling of superiority from which
they slipped easily intoc an authoritative, even exploitative role,
Robinson Crusoe's first action when he met Friday was to teach the man
to call him maste%? The 5panish in South America and the English in
India had been seen to dominate even civilized nationgg In Africa,
where Englishmen went not to settle but to trade in goods and peoolg}
12, Hampson, op.cit., p.209,

13, J.Cl.Beaglehole (ed.), The Journals of Cantain Jazmes Cook on his
Voyages of Discovery, Vol.,I, The Voyage of the Endeavour, 1768-
1771, Cambridge, 1955, p.399,

14, David Collins, An Account of the English Colony in New South Wales,
2 Volumes [§798 & IBOgj y edited by Brian H.Fletcher, Sydney, 1575,
Vol,I, pp.488-489, and Castain Watkin Tench, Sydney's First Four
Years, being a reprint of a Narrative of the Expedition toc Botany
Bay and A Complete Account of the Ssttlement at Port Jackson,
789 € 1793] , Sydney, 1963, p.47.

15, ibid., p.291,

16. Quoted in J.H.Hexter {ed.), The Traditions of the Western World,
Vol,1, Antiguity through the Early Modern Period, Chicago, 1971,
n.478.

17. D,J.Mulvaney, 'The Australian Aborigines 1606-1929: QOpinion and
Fieldwork, Part I, (1606—1859), Historical Studies, Vol.8, No,30,
May 1558, pp.133-134,

18, C.M.H,Clark, A History of Australia, 4 Vplumes, Carlton, Paperback

> edition 1979,V0l.I, pp.39-41,

19, Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusce, E?lg sy New York, 1963, p.215,

20. V.G,Kiernan, The Lords of Human Kind, London, 1365, pn.10 & 25,
21, Winthrop D.Jordan, The White Man's Burden, New York, 1974, p.l14,.




they encountered exotic and primitive life~styles and men of a
blackness startling against their own whitemess, The blackness
became essociated with the way of lifg? and wes alresdy associated
in the English mind with spiritual degrasdation and divinely ordained
inferiority to white me%? Black men were called slaves in British
colonies until the anti-slavery legislation of 1835? Early observers
of the Austrelian Aborigines were struck by their dark sking? Thus
the white settlers of New South Wales could compare the Aborigines

to the inferior beings of the West Indian plantations,

Attempts to initiate Aborigines into the mysteries of the superior
European civilizetion were ant to reinforce this view of the innate
inferiority of the race, Some attempts were made by white men at Port
Jackson to bring up Aboriginal children in their own households,
but these experiments tended to end with the children returning to
tribal lif§§ Adults who had been befriended by white settlers
seemed to acguire only the very worst habits of their benefactorg?
Thus the settlers came to despair of being able to improve the
condition of the Aborigineg?

Some of the disillusion which Europeans felt was & product of
misunderstanding of the Aboriginal way of life, To the Englishm=n
of the early industrial age, the material culture of the Aborigines
was hopelessly primitive, and their control of the lend non-existent.
English theories of land ownership were based upon the political thought
cf Jdohn Locke, who claimed that the land belonged to those who worked
i%? White settlers at Port Jackson were completely unaware of the way

in which Aborigines fired the bush in order to replenish the flora and

22. Philip D.Curtin, The Image of Africa, London, 1965, p,30,.

23, Jordan, op.cit., pp.6~10,

24, O0Oliver Furley, 'The Humanitariam Impact', in C.J.Bartlett (ed,),
Britain Pre-eminent,. London, 1564, p.138,

25, Journal of Cook, pp.301,312,358,395, and Tench, op.cit., P.47.

26, Clark, op.cit., p.256, and Jean Woolmington, 'Early Christian
Missions to the Australian Aborigines', Historian, No.26, Octaber
1974, p.Z2.

27, Clark, op.cit., p.145,

28, ibid., P.168.

29, Hexter, op.cit,, ppi484-485,




fauna and maintain trackg? Joseph Banks misinterpreted the numercus
fires elong the coastline as & means of frightening kangaroog} The
settlers at Port Jackson were also unaware that moving or destroying
seemingly unimportant items such as trees and stones could disturb the
food supply end violate sites of spiritual significancg% Thus the
settlers failed to comarehend the Aborigines’attachment to the land,
One of the conseguences of this misunderstanding was that the
Aborigines became branded as lazy and parasiticasl. When, as Keith
Willey has shown, the Sydney tribes realised the permanency of the
invasion and the futility of attempting to maintain their former way of
life, the white settlers became used to the sight of Aborigines as
'scroungers and buffoons on the fringes of settlemeng?'

If the Aborigines around Port Jackson were hungry as a result of the

European presence, so too were the colonists, at least for the first

fyear or two of settlement, Convicts who stole food from the stores

were flogged or hunge Sometimes too they stole fishing gear and

hunting equipment belonging to Aborigingg, for which lone unarmed

white men were attacked in retalistion. These attacks came to be
interpreted by settlers as treachery on the part of the Aborigineg§

The conviction of Aboriginal treachery was confirmed by the experience
at the first agriculturel settlements, where attacks by Aborigines on
settlers and their crops apoeared to the white men to be without motivg?
The necessity of securing the food suoply of the colony led the

authorities to use the military as the most effective means of dezsling
with these agtackg?
How did the Aborigines view these experiences 7 They learnt thst a

race of men who often committed acts of brutality on -their own king9

30, Rhys Jones, 'Fire-Stick Farming', Australian Natural History,
Vol.1l6, No.?7, September 1969, pp,225-226,.

31. J.C.Beaglehcle (ed.), The Endeavour Journal of Joseph Banks,
1768-1771, Vol.,1I, Sydney, 1962, pp.l131~-132,

32, W,E.,H,Stanner, 'The History of Indifference thus begins', Aboriginal
History, Vol.I, No.I, 1977, p.9.

33. Keith Willey, When The Sky Fell Down, Sydney, 1979,po.118-119,

34, CGlark, op.cit., p.114,

35, Tench, oo.cit., pp.186, 221, and Phillip to Grenville, 17th June-
1790, H.R.A.,I,I, p.179.

36, G.B.,Barton, History of New South Wales, Vol.I, Sydney, 1889, pn.l24-
125,

37. GCollins, op.cit., Vol.II, p.25.

38. Paterson to Dundas, 15th June 1795, H.,R.A.,1,I, bp.499-500,

39, Tench, op.cit., p.l45,




had come and meant to stay. That where they stayed they crowded out
the Aborigines' hunting grounds making it necessary to be assimilated
into the invader's way of life or to resis%? They became acguainted
with the potential of the European's firearms, and learned to elude
those who possessed them, while taking revenge for the wrongs done to
them on the unprotecteé}

How did the convicts respond to the indigenous people of the harsh
anc unfamilier land in which they found themselves against their will ?
Fear of the unknown would have coloured their attitude before they even
arrived in New South Wales. Few would have read Captain Cook's accounts
of the shy and thinly scettered natives of New Hollané? They soon
learnt that convicts who strayed far from the confines of the settlement
were vulnerable to attacks by Aborigines, and that such attacks could
frustrate attempts to escapé? In short, the Aborigines would have been
viewed with fear, a view which was reinforced by the transfer to the
lonely penal stetion at Newcastle where Aborigines were encouraged to

nrevent convict escapes.

To understand the development of relations between settlers and
Aborigines in Newcastle and the Hunter district, it is necessary to
gopreciate the nature of the penal settlement &t the Cosl River, as it
was at first known, and the conditions which prevailed there. Both
the character of the convict population, and the privations attendant
upon life in an insignificant outpost created for the purpose of
punishment, produced an atmosphere in which friendly relations between
black and white were least likely to flourish,

The Hunter River, which flows into the Pacific Ocean about one

hundred miles north of Sydney, was officially discovered in 1797 by

40, Willey, op.cit., pp.70-71, 118-119,

41, ibid., p.69, and David Denholm, The Colonial Australians,
Harmondsworth, 1979, po,35-40,

42, Journal of Cook, pp,312,332,357,359-361,

43, A,T.Yarwood, 'Convicts and Aboriginmes: a fresh look at the causes
of violence on the Australian frontier'!; unpublished article,
University of New England, June 1980, pp.22-23,




Lieutenant John Shortland who had been sent in pursuit of a party of
seefaring escapeeé? From the point of view of the colonial government,
the most interesting aspect of the discovery was the presence of coel
on the beach at the mouth of the riveg? This was at a time when the
authorities were becoming increasingly aware of the need to pravide

New South Wales with a source of export income to bslance the imnort
of & wide range of goods from Britaiﬁ? Thus began the exploitation of
the coal resources of the Hunter region., Ships called st irregular
intervals in the succeeding years to pick up coal, and the cedar which
was to be had in abundance on the Hunter and its tributarieg? In 1801,
Governor King attempted to form a permanent cozl mining settlement at
Newcastlé? but it was abandoned after only a few months because,
according to King, the choice of a supervisor had been unfortunaté?
For the arrival of a lasting white settlement Newcastle awaited needs
even more pressing then that of economic advantage.

The second settlement at the mouth of the Hunter was formed in April
1804, when Governor King was looking for a place to which he could
remove some of the Castle Hill rebels who had not deserved hangingg
From this auspicious beginning, Newcastle retained its penal function
for twenty years, es a place to which convicts committing crimes after
their arrival in New South Wales could be sen%}

The choice of the site of Newcastle was based upon its inaccessibility.
Natural barriers of ocean and bush gave it, at first, the advanteges
of an island as a place of confinement, The only way to get to and
from the settlement was by ship, and then only with & pass from the

. 5 .
Commandant, or the Governor in Sydney? Moreover the extremely stringent

44, Collins, op.cit.,, Vol.II, p.35,

45, Hunter to Portland, 10th Jdanuary 1798, H.R.A.,I,II, p.118

a6, J.W.,Turner, 'Coalmining-and Manufacturing in Newcastle, 1797-1500°,
Ph.D, Thesis, Newcastle, 1977, ppo.l=2,

47, Collins, op.cit., Vvol,II, pp.146-147, and James Jervis, 'Cedar
and the Cedar Getters', R.A.H.S5.d., VO1l.25, Part 2, p.33, and
King to Hobart, 9th May 1803, H.R.A,,I,IV, p,84,

48, Turner, op.cit., p.8.

45, King to Hobart, 9th Msy 1803, H.,R,A.,I,IV, n.231.

50, KXing to Hobart, 12th March 1804, H,R.A,,I1,IV, n.564,

51, W,C.Wentworth, A Statistical, Historicel and Political Description
of the Colony of New South Wales, London, 1819, p,55.

52, See instructions of commandants, e.ge Instructions to Purcell in
D.DiDonnelQ&éYhe History of Early Newcastle, [Féwcastga’ Nedey P.15,




port regulations which anplisd at Newcastle made it very difficult
for anyone thinking of dispensing with the formality of a pass by
becoming s stowawa?? There was no land route to the settlement until
after the exoloratory journeys of Benjamin Singleton and John Howe
between 1817 and 1819? Thereafter settlers in increasing numbers,
including the first chaplain to the nenal settlement, the Rev.G,A,
Middleton, who was responsible for what the convicts dubbed
effectionztely the ‘'Parson's Road', brought stock overland to the
Hunter, to the desoair of the commandants. An exasperated M= jor
Morisset, forwarding a long list of escapees to the Colonial Secretary,
commented that John Blaxland was said to have marked the trees along
the wa?? It is not hard to imagine how quickly the word must have
spread amongst the convicts, nor the effect it would have had on
morale, After the existence of the overland route became common
knowledge, it was 1increasingly difficult to contain the inmates of the
nenal settlement. For this reason those most likely to try to escape
were transferred toc Port Macguarie in 182§§

Who were the convicts who were sent to Newcastle, and how did they
affect the tone of the settlement 7?7 The initial estaeblishment consisted
of thirty four Irish convicts implicated in the Castle Hill rising, end
fifteen free men, who were officials and soldierg? King apparently
found the Irish particularly difficult to deal with, and evidently
these thirty four pioneer Novocastrians, whose slogan had been 'Death
or liberty, and a ship to take us homge were considered dangerous
enough to be placed where there was no hope of their ever getting
home, Subsequently, the new settlement was used for the detention of

those convicts regquiring exemplary punishment. In the light of

53. Government and General Order, 24th March 1874, Historical Records
of New South Wales,?7 wolumes; Sytney,1892-1901, Vol.V,pp.363-304,

54, James Jervis, YThe Route to the North., An Exploratory Journey
performed by Benjamin Singleton in 1818', R,4,H,S,J., V0l.22,
Part 5, 1936, p.73, and J,F.Campbell, 'John Howe's Exploratory
Journey from Windsor to the Hunter River in 1819', ibid,, Vol,14,
Part 4, 1928, p.232,

55, Morisset to Goulburn, 7th September 1821, 1Bth December 1821,
C.5.1.L. Newcastle, Vol.4, Roll 2.

56. Marisset to Goulburn, 25th February 1823, C,S5.I.L. Newcestle,
Vol,6, Roll 2,

57. King to Hobart, 16th April 1834, H,R.A.,I,IV, p.612,

58. R.W.Connell, 'The Convict Rebellion of 1804°', Melbourne Historiczl
Journsl, Vol.5, 1965, op.33-35,




A,G,L,Shaw's research into the backgrounds of the convicts transoorted
to New South Weles - that they were  predominantly drawn from the
criminal elements of England's towns, and that the majority had been
convicted of a&n earlier offence before their transpcrtatio%g- it may

be concluded that those who gct as far as Newcastle were the
intractebles, the creme de la creme of the criminal world,

The officials who had anything to do with Newcastle during its days
as & penal settlement found plenty of scope for their vituoereticns
agz=inst the corruption of the convicts. Describing Newcastle in 1896,
King referred to it as a ‘place for the reception of desperate
characterg?' Lieutenant Menzies, the first commandant, evidently
agreed with the governor, Because of attacks by natives on cedar-getters
up the river, Menzies found He had to arm these parties, and commented
on the risk he was taking in so doing:

I am necessarily obliged to put Arms in their hands for
their protectigT and Your Excellency is well aware of the
Characters here,

In an official despatch of 1810, commandant Purcell pleaded with the
Colonial Secretary not to be sent anyone else suffering from Venereal
Disease, He had had great difficulty in overcoming what had smounted

to an epidemic of the disease, and in énforcing 'something like morality
at this place.' He saw Newcastle as the 'Hell of N.S.Waleg%'

The official perception did not alter with the passing of time, 1In
1822, Major Morisset described the people of Newcastle as 'the worst
description of People on the face of the eartg?' The Rev.L.E,Threlkeld,
arriving in 1825 to establish & mission at Lske Macguarie, commented that

Newcastle having but just immerged [éié] from being il penal
. 6
settlement the most choice rogues are of course here,

59, A.G.L.Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, Carlton, 1978, pp,150-154,

60, 'Newcastle 1826', in H,R.N,S,%,, Vol.VI, B.%,

61. Menzies to King, 5th November 1804 { in King to Camden, 32th April
1805), H.R.A.,I,V, p.a24,

62, Purcell to Campbell, 5th May 1810, C.,S.I.L. Newcastle, Vol.I, Roll 1

63. Morisset to Goulburn, l4th Jenuary 1822, C,5.1,L, Newcastle, Vol.5,
Roll 2,

64, Journal entry, 9th May 1825, Threlkeld Papers, Vol.I, p,B88,




Making & certsin allowance for the inevitable bias of the officisl
standpoint, and of &an Evangelical such as Threlkeld, it would
nevertheless appear that the convict population of Newcastle was made
up of some very unpromising humen material,

If the convict ponulation of Newcastle was of the roughest, it
appears that the conditions of life there were no less so, For a
long time - well into the eighteen twenties - a mere villagg?
Newcastle had little to offer in the way of the amenities and society
of town life to make life pleasant for anyone there. John Turner, in

Newcestle as a Convict Settlement, has pointed to one of the parallels

between the eerly settlement at Newcastle, and that at Port Jackson,
when the latter became the coloniser.

Newcastle was to suffer from neglect and misunderstanding

at the hands of the colonial administration in much the same

way that the infant colony étself had suffered st the hands
. . . R

of the imperial authorities,

Shortages of even essential supolies were not uncommon, as incicated by
the evidence of Assistant Surgeon Evans before the Bigge Inquirg?
According to Alexander Harris, convicts working at the lime~kilns
freguently sold their blankets and clothes to the Aborigines in
exchange for possums znd kangaroos to sunonlement the meagre diege- this
is guite plausible in the light of Evans' remarks to Bigge on the
convict diet. Even without shortages, the rations at Newcastle were
smaller than elsewhere in the colon??

From the point of view of the convict, perhaps one of the greatest
privations of life at Newcastle was the difficulty of obtaining
spirits, Although by 1824 the settlement of Newcastle and its rural
satellites had grown to an extent that smuggling was difficult to

prevenZ? the importation of alcohol was before that time very strictly

65, Raobert Dawson, The Present State of Australia, Second edition,
London, 1831, p.377.

66, Bigge Evidence, p.Y.

67. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon William Evans, ibid., 0op,174,197,109,

68, Alexander Harris, The Secrets of Alexander Harris,[zaqg]«, Sydney,
1961, p0o0,105-110.

69, Bigge Evidence, p,15.

70, Gillman to Goulburn, 5th July 1824, C,S5.I.L. Newcastle, Vol,8,
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controlled, none to be landed without the permission of the commandant,
and ncne &t all to be given to the convith} While the convicts did
in fact obtain some spirits from time to tlmg? a strict entorcemznt of
the exclusion policy wes not impossible for an efficient administrator
like Morisset, whose success in this matter, and the good discinline
at Newcastle , were praised by J.T.Biggg§

Convicts sent to Newcastle might be employed in a number of ways - in
the cozl mines, at the limeburners' gang on Stockton beach, cutting
timber up the river, or on various public works arcund the settlemenZ?
Contemporary oninion varies as to the hardships of being set to hard
labour at Newcestle., According to a convict, John Slater, in a letter
written in April 1818,

On their landing at Newcastle, both legs are put in irons,
they are set to work in the Coal Mines, and about the Lime-
kilns, and are looked after with the strictest scrutiny - A
man at this place canrnot earn anything by labor, as zl1l the
work is on account of Government, and thus depending on his
71bs of Meat and Flour, out of which he has to defray his
lodging, washing etc..he is reduced to the lowest state of
Indigence and poverty.

Some at least of this account is simply not true., The leg irons to
which Slater refers anpear to have been used only for those who had

a record of 'running', or who had committed offences while in Newcastlg§
The picture of a life of unremitting hard work may have arisen from the
incidental conditions, rather than the work itself, and from the
monotony of life im a backwater. Work on the limeburmers' gang and in
the mines carried the risk of a number of health problemg? while the
timber cutters and their guards were isolated up-river for months at a
timg? sub jected to meagre rationggand the threst of attack by the

Aborigineg9
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Loy

How were convicts at Newcastle treated by officizls and cverseers ?
Alexander Harris thought that 'some of those extre-penal settlements
must have been fearful placegl, and gave an account of a convict
attempting to get his revenge on a one-time overseer at Newcastle who
had done

nothing more than the other overseers, so far as I heard;
but certainly that was enough, when we come to consider;_for
men are men, and not beasts, let 'em be ever such thieves,

In a Government Order of 15th July 18735 Charles Throsby complained of
'much improper and abusive languzge' being used to overseers and
watchmen, and warned that it would be punished, at the same time
urging convicts to report any ill-treatment by overseerg? In May
1810 commandant Purcell wrote to J,7.Camobell that he hed been obliged
to discipline his head overseer 'for excessive Tyranny...a System that
never answered any other end than turning the men into the Busge'
Towards the end of Newcastle's time as a penal settlement, discioline
was ameliorated and regularised by the efficient administration of
Ma jor Morisset, desgpite the tradition, perpetrated by free settlers
who were almost certainly biased against him, that he was a tyran@?
For whatever reasons - harsh and arbitrary treatment and hard work,
& poor diet and the complete lack of any luxuries or comforts, or
simnly the monotony and isolation of life there, Newcastle was a
place to get away from, inhabited by men who were the most likely to
try to do so by ‘'running' rather than by sticking their sentences out.
The convicts' attempts to escape, and the efforts of the commandants
to prevent them, led both into a speciel reletionship with the
Aborigines, a relationship which will be examined in the following
chapters for its influence upon contact between Aborigines and

Europeans in Newcastle and the Hunter district.
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16,
Chapter 1

Aborigines and the Officials of the Penal Establishment

The authorities were represented in penal settlements such as
Newcastle by a commandant, a military officer with the rank of
lieutenant or capstain, whose business it was to control the affairs
of the settlement under military la%. As a representative of the
colonial government and in turn of the British government, he weas
therefore responsible for imolementing such areas of cclonial and
imperial policy as were relevant te his command. At the same time
he had the difficult task of maintaining the good order, discipline
and security of the men under his control. This chapter argues that
the commandants established very esrly & good reletionshio with the
Aborigines of the area; but that the day to day exigencies of keeping
the Novocastrian convict in his place led the commandants to use that
relationship in a way which was to prove hostile to the general
intentions of imperisl policy regarding the Austrazlian Aborigine.

What was the policy towards the Aborigines, and how was it impnlem-
ented during the first forty years of white settlement in New South
Wzles, to the time when Newcastle cezsed to be a penzl station 7
Captain Cook was instructed by the president of the Royal Society to
‘exercise the utmost patience and forbearance with respect to the
Natives..?‘ While exploring the east coast of Australia he attempted
to make friends with the Aborigines and offer them giftg. The journals
of both Cook and Banks indicste that they were not very successful,
because of the timidity of the natives, end their lack of material wantg.
But both observers gave a favourazble interpretation of the way of life
of the Australian Aboriging, and would have given the first settlers

little reason to expect hostility from them, especially as they were
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seen in such small numberg.

Governor Phillip was instructed to see that all His Majesty's subjects
lived in 'amity and kindness' with the nativeg, instructions which
remained unchanged in their wording up to and including Governor
Brisbang. The substance of the instructions to Governor Darling in
1825 was unchanged, but more details were included, such as the need to

oromote Religion and Education among the Native Inhabitants
of Our said Colony...and that you do especially take care to
protect them in their persons, and in the free enjoyment of

thelr possessions; and that you do by all lawful means_orevent

. R . f . . )
and restreain all violence and injustice against them.,}

These instructions are indicative of the fact thet by 1825 the drezm of
living in harmony with the Australian Aborigines had faded.

The eerly attempts to implement official policy, by Governor Phillip,
involved bringing Aborigines into the settlement at Port Jackson, both
by oersuasiom and forc%? and teaching them the English language and
English manners., Bennilong, for instance, was taught to drink the loyal
tcas%} a practice which reflects the Englishman's desire to fashion the
rest of humanity in his own image, and one which is a parody of the
intention behind the official policy,

The practice of attaching Aborigines to white househsolds in an attempt
to domesticate and educate them was continued by interested individuals
such as Samuel Marsde%? but Governor Macauarie was the first of the
governors to make a planned attempt to educate and ‘improve' the
Australian Aborigine with the establishment in 1815 of the Native
Institution at Parramatté? In 1822 Macguarie made & typically
extravagant statement on the success of the venture -

It has had the good effect of comoaletely conciliating the
good will and friendship of all the native tribes to the

6., Journal of Banks, p.l22,
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Vol,I, p,13,

8., Instructions to Brisbzne, H.A.A.,I,X,p.598,
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vol.I, pp.40,71, and Caotain Watkin Tench, Sydney's First Years
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British Government, and seciﬁing the most friendly and
social intercourse with them,

If this was indeed the result of Macquarie's Aboriginzl policy, one
wonders why he found it necessary to issue & proclamation forbidding
any Aborigine to bring arms within one-mile of a white settlement, and
restricting the size of groupns attached to farms to six in numbe%?

The fact was that however many institutions the government might create,
it could not follow everywhere that white settlement spread, The
developing relationship with the Aborigines was not a simole bilesteral
one, but had as many aspects as there were white settlers,

Saxe Bannister, cne time Attorney General of New South Wales and a
very vocal critic of government policy towards Abarigines was not
impressed with the record of race relations in the early years of the
colony. He felt that the ‘amount of exertion by His Majesty's
government does not deserve notice', and saw any attempt to get on
good terms with the Aborigines as doomed to failure by the very nature
of convict societ}? His opinion is verified by the very early accounts
of relations between the Aborigines and the convicts. Commentators
such as Watkin Tench, David Collins and Governor Phillip refer to
specific exmaoles of provocation by convicts, such as the theft of
fishing gear, as well as supposed aggression by convicts in cases of
unexplained attacks by Aborigineé?

In the case of Newcastle, one can see the contradiction expressed
by Saxe Bannister being aggravated by the fact that the settlement
contained some of the worst characters in convict society who were as
likely to ill-treat and antagonise any of God's other creatures &s they

were the Aborigines, Amongst the predictable misdemeanours such as

14. Macquarie to Bathurst, 27th July 1822, H,R.A.,I,X, p.677.
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lazziness and insolence toc overseers which apoear in the RBeturn of
Punishments for Newcastle, were crimes of violence against men and
animals and crimes of sexual exploitatio%?

Early contact between Aborigines and the establishment at Newcastle
apoears to have been charecterised by an ambivalent attitude on the part
of the commandants; orh the one hand was ths desire to please and teo
establish friendship, and on the other hand the fezr of the
conseguences of encouraging too many Aborigines around the settlement,
In this context it should be remembered that few of the commandants
were satisfied with the size of their military detachment, either as
a means of guarding the convicts or of warding off native attack%?

A very early communication from the first commandant, Lieutenant
Menzies, shows that he was keeping on good terms with the Newcastle
tribe with handouts of food to a strategic member of the native
community, with a view to maintsining future security,

We always have been and still continue on the most friendly
terms with the numerous Natives here, to preserve which I
have directed the Storekeeper to victual Bungaree, He is
the most intelligent of that race 1 have es yet seen and
should a mlsunderstand1n§ounfortunately take place he will
be sure to reconcile them,

The fear of possible retaliation by the Aborigines apparently affected
the economic development of Newcastle and was one reason for the late
settlement of the Hunter Valley. In April 1804 Governaor Kinmg
instructed Menzies to concentrate on the production of coal and cedar
rather than on agriculture, as 'it would reguire a Guard to orotect
settlers up the River from the numerous Nativeé}'

Menzies efforts to keeo on the most friendly terms with the local

Aborigines evidently extended to sending some of them on a visit to

18. Returns of convicts® punishments: Newcastle: 1810-1825, Archives
Office of New South Wales, 4/1718, pp.27,85,109,181, 184 189,
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Sydney to get a taste of the life there. Relations with King were as
friendly as with the commandant, as indicated by King's desnatchk when
returning them,

Six natives of your neighbourhood having come here soon

efter you settled, they now return with Sungaree in the
Resource, T have directed them to be victualled for Six

Days and given them a Jacket, Cap, Blankets, and &lbs of
Tobecco each; the latter Article is sent to you to divide
among them, 1 hope the observetions these People have made
will when they aerrive with their Friends be of use, and am
much gratified to learn that you continue on such good footing
with them,.,

Notwithstanding such good impressions, however, King added that he did
‘not think it would be advisable to let more than one or two Strange
Natives come up et & timg?'

The evidence is not plentiful, but what there is indicates that in
general the Aborigines remzined on fairly good terms with the
commandants throughout the period of the nenal establishment, and thet
grouns of Aborigimes were not discouraged from congregating around the
town and, in the course of time, the inland settlements., The Aborigines
could at times be & source of valuable informztion to government - no
doubt it was expected in return for official patronage. In 1816,
Cantain Wallis reported that a number had lately been at Newcastle with
accounts of & ship, beached to the north of Port Stephens which, as far
as cne can gather from Wellis's execrable handwriting, he conjectured to
have been taken by a oarty of escaped convicts, Wallis referred the
Colonial Secretary

for any further information to W,Ross Master of the E.Henrietta
and one of his crew named Watson who understands the native
Languagg and has had some conversation with the natives on the
subject.

As the Elizabeth Henrietta was constently employed on the coastal trade

22, King to Menzies, 24th May 1834 (in King to Camden, 30th Aoril 1805),
H,R.AsyI,V, PP.413~=414,

23. Wallie to Campbell, 29tk December 1816, C,S,I.L. Newcastle, Vol.3,
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between Newcsstle and Sydne%? it would be reesonable to sup-aose that
Captain Wallis made use of Watson's interoreting skills at other times,
especizlly as the evidence suggests that Wellis had quite a lot of
individual contact with the Aborigines,

Captain Wallis's ranport with the tribe around Newcastle was such that
it was not even damaged by the murder of Private Connachto%sby three
Aborigines in 1817, The guilty parties were brought in by their
compatriots, upon which Wallis released a number whom he had been
holding hostagg? presumably for the gocd behaviour of the rest. In 1818
Wallis informed the Colonial Secretery thet he was sending an Aboricinal
boy to Sydney for the Native Institution, with the consent of the fatheg?
an action which suggests a high degree of trust between the commandant
and the pnarents - Parramatta being so much more remote from the Newcastle
Aborigines than from those of the Sydney area.

Wnen Macquerie visited Newcaestle in 1818 and again in 1821, meetings
with the local tribes were arranged as part of the official program, a
token of the interest of both governor and commandants in their
relationship with the Aborigines., During the earlier visit, Macquarie
noted in his journal that

Burigan, King of the Newcastle native tribe, with about 40

men women & children of his tribe came by Cant.Wallis's desire
to the Govt., House between 7 & B o'clock at night, and
entertained with a Carauberee in high stile for half an hour.es
I orggred them to be treated with some grog and an allowance of
maize,

One wonders how convicts used to the shortages at Newcastle, would have
reacted to this and other gratuitous handouts; probably with the same
bitterness as the forger Thomas Watling in his comments on the Aborigines
of Sydney who were'allowed, what is termed, a freeman's ration of

provisions for their idleness, ' while convicts were ‘frequently denied
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the common necesseries of li?g!'

During Governor WKacguarie's later visit to the Newcastle area,
Macquerie celled at Wallis Plains, and recorded that Bungaree, his
family, anc thirty other tribesmen were waiting at Bovernment
Cottage, having come on ourpose to meet the official party, and that
once again the latter were entertained with a corroboreg? Some months
before, King Burrigan of the earlier visit was murdered by an escanee
from Newcastle, =nd became the first Aborigine to be avenged by the
hanging of the murderer, His status with the Newcastle tribe, and his
relationship with the authorities were slmost certainly factors in the
successful conviction of & white man for the murder of an Aboriging}

If there was obedience to instructions, and a genuine personal interest
in the approach of governors and commzndants to the Newcastle Aborigines,
there was exnediency tooc., It has elready been shown that the
commandants had a motive for treating the Aborigines well in the fear
of a large scele attack on the settlement, This motive would hold
good for 2ll new and relatively unorotected settlements, A much more
positive and significant motive, however, existed in the need to
discourage and prevent escapes by convicts from Newcastlsz, All the
evidence indicates that the commandants of Newcastle, from a very
gearly date, regarded the Aborigines as natural sllies against the
convict deserter. This approach was especially calculated to foster
dislike and distrust between the Aborigines and convicts which had
already been aroused by the friendly relationship between officials
and the natives, By the very nature of New South Weles society,
convicts were likely to distrust anyone whom the suthorities favoured,

Such an aporoach by the commandants of Newcastle involved both an

active and & passive exploitation of the Aborigines as a human resource,

29, Quoted in Willey, op.cit., pp.102-103,
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The prospect of what might become of an escapse who fell into the
hands of the Aborigines was used as & threat to deter Escapes, an
expedient which occurred to the first commandant within the First
months of settlement, as indiczsted by a despatch from Lieutenant
Menzies on the subj=ct of one James Field,

On the 2Sth_ultimo James Field one of the three persons
who run ESIQ of f with Sergt.Day's boat from Sydney gave
himself up; he was guite naked, speared and beat in
several places by the Natives, and had no* eat Ela
anything for five days,

Menzies would have likedto keep him in Newcastle because of the
effect of the account of his sufferings on the other convicts, -
Field could tell & tale of his two companions having been killed by
Aborigines., This commandant apparently had little regard for the
personal dignity of Jsmes Field in his zesl to prevent escapes, for
he reports that he 'took him just as he came in and showed him to
all the Convictg?

Caotein Wallis welcomed in the same way as Lieutenant Menzies the
treatment which deserters received at the hands of the Aborigires.

Two runaways during Capn.Thompsons command namely Jack
Sullivan and Thos,Kienan returned on the 23rd both badly
speared the former not expected to live.,

Three men who deserted from here on the 20th have just
returned all spear'd namely John Lees and Isaac Walker
Thos,McCarty who ran also at the same time they report
to have been killed by the g tives, I consider all this
fortunate for the Settlement,

The threat of capture, spearing and possible death by the Aborigines
was one which even received official recognition by being set down in
government and genersl orders, Cherles Throsby, the second commandant
at Newcastle, received intelligence that some convicts were going to
attempt the overland route to Sydney in time for the King's birthday
and the hope of a pardon, and responded with the following order,

As I have no doubt there is !E}El still several restless
Characters in this Settlement: whose intention it is to

32, Menzies to King, 15th June 1874 ( in King to Camden, 14th August
1874), H.R.A,,I,V, pp.112-113,

33, Wallis to Campbell, 24th August 1816, C,S.I,t, Newcastle, Vo0l,3,.
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runaway [éié] y For the purpose of getting to Sydney by
the 4th of June...They may rest assured, should they
escape the Fury of the Natives, no such lznity will be
shewn them,

Similarly, imn & Government Order of 12th Dctober 1817 Cantain Wallis
assured 'the prisoner that ell runaways from hence will be brought
back, killed by the Natives or hangeg?'

It should be clear that to utilise and encourage the convicts' fears
of dying at the point of a native spear was the least likely method
of creating a relationsnhip of ‘*amity and kindness' between convicts
and Abcrigines, either then or for the future. If the contradiction
gver occurred to them, the commandants probably thought they were
Justified by the fact that they had a job to do as best they could
with the materials at hand.

The commandants of Newcastle went further than simply using the
Aborigines as & threat to prevent escapes., Within two months of
Lieutenant Menzies' arrival with the Castle Hill rebels we find
reference to co-operation between the authorities and Aborigines in
the control of the convicts, The master card which could be played
by & commandant on good terms with Aborigines was the lstters®
intimate knowledge of the terrain, and their ability to detect the
poresence of men in the bush, Lileutenant Menzies seems to have had an
agreement with some Aborigines to report any unusual movements around
the settlement.

With respect toc the Convicts at Castle Hill attempting to
liberate those here I am certain it is a plan that can
never be accomplished; in the first place I shall have
timely notice of theilr approach from the numerous Natives...

Further evidence of Menzies' working relationship with the Newcastle
Aborigines is contained in an entry in the Ship News in the Sydney
Gazette of 9th September 1804, which shows that he included an Aborigine
in a search party at least once during his command, The notice was

perhaps meant to sound a warning for any convict in New South Wales who
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was contemolating escape,

A prisoner made his escape into the woode shortly after
landing et Newcastle. ¢ but was immedistely pursued by &
file of the WMilitary, accompanied by the Native ? jwho
would doubtless overtake him before he could proceed to

any very considerable distance: should it unfortunately
hapoen otherwise, the conseguences of his impetuosity must
fall dreadfully upon himself,..as it is scarcely possible
thet he should long pass unperceived by the Native hordes,
no other prosnoect can remain to his rashnegs but that of
inevitable death by famine or assassination,

Very little of the correspondence from Newcastle before 1817 has
survived, and thereafter the Aborigines hardly receive a mention in
the despatches until Wellis's time, However it would be reasonable
to assume that the relationship established by the first commandant
was followed through. Even if it was not, it was certainly resumed
to good effect in the latter part of Macguarie's governorship, as it
is mentioned consistently from Wallis's time onwards, Wallis and
‘jorisset both spoke of escapees being brought back by Aborigineg?
and Morisset and his successors formzlly included Aboriginal trackers
in their search Dartieg?

The freguency of the contact between Aborigines and the commandants
in the later years of the penal estahblishment may be inferred from
the number of convicts who tried to escape in a samole one year vperiod.
In 1820, forty nine floggings were administered for escaping or aiding
an escapeé? This does not take account of the successful escapes,
so that the number of times that the military and the trackers were
sent in pursuit would be greater than forty nine. The significance
of this point is that escape attempts must have occurred on average
at least once a week, and were therefcre everyday occurrences. It
follows from this that the part Aborigines played in bringing back
escapees would have been well known to the convicts of Hewcastle, and

constantly emphasised,
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The most comprehencsive description of what had develooed intc a
regular system by the time of Morisset's command is contained in
Commissioner Bigge's descrintion of the 'Settlement of Hunter's
River',

The native blacks that inhebit the neighbourhood of Port
Hunter and Port Stephens have become very active in
retaking the fugitive convicts, They accomnany the soldiers
who are sent in pursuit, and by the extraordinary strength
of sight that they possess, imporoved by their daily exercise
of it in pursuit of kangaroos and coossums they can trace
to s great distance, with wonderful accurzacy, the imoressions
of the human foot. Nor are they afraid of mesting tne
fugitive convicts in the woods, when sent in their pursuit,
without the soldiers; by their skill in throwing their long
and pointed darts they wound and disable them, strin them
of their clothes, and bring them back as prisoners, by
unknown roads and paths, to the Cozl River.

They are rewardec for these enterprises by oresents of
maize and blankets, and notwithstanding the aparehensions
of revenge from the convicts whom they bring beck, th y
continue to live in Newcastlie and its neighbourhood...

It was not only in Newcastle that Aborigimes were used as trackers -
their superiority in that role to white men was cbvious to anyone
faced with a security problem, as in Van Diemen’'s Land and other
penal settlements, The effect on relations between Aborigines and
the convicts was, as in the case of Newcastle, detrimenta?? The
system was one which certainly benefited the authorities and, in
the short term, the trackers they emoloyed, But in the long term
the spirit of vengeance which it encouraged in the convicts was to
do the very opoosite for the Aborigines, as will be seen in the
following chzpter which examines the develoning hostility between

Aporigines and convicts during Newcastle's nenal period,

a1, J,7.Bigge, Renort of the Commissioner of inguiry into the state
of the colony of New South Wales, I;BZE, s Adeleide, 15966, p.l1l17,
42, H8.H,W.,Reece, Aborigines and Colonists, Sydney, 1974, p.56,.




Chaster 2

Aborigines and Convicts

This chapnter seeks tc examine the relaticnshio between Aborigines
and convicts in the Newcastle area from the earliest contact uo to
the end of the penal establishmeat, Tt will be argued that the local
tribes were well motivated im allowing themselves to become a tool of
restraint against the convict inmates of Newcastle, partly becasuse
of early experience of ill-treatment by convicts and partly because
convicts were more in evidence than other whites as disturbers of
the environmment., The role which the Aborigines chose to adopt in
the oenal settlement created in turn a grudge in the mind of the
convict which had & deleterious effect upon relations between the
two groups, =nd which may have a part to play in explaining later
frontier violence in the Hunter Valley as well as further afield,

It would be a gross oversimplification to see convict dislike of
Aboriginal trackers as the only factor determining friction between
the races. Convicts at penal stations were the skimmings of the
criminal class - men like John Kirby, transported to Newcastlz for
a vicious ettack on a woma%. Witnesses before a British parliamentary
ingquiry in 1836 gave evidence that wherever white settlement went,
indigenous peoples were disadvantaged by the vices of Europeans, and
the self-seeking nature of Eurooean colonisatio%, but that, according
to the Rev.J.D.Lang, the sufferings of the Australian Aborigines were

greatly aggravated...zs a race of savages, living in contact
with & community of civilized men, when the latter coniisted
for the most part of the off-scourings of 211 things...

It follows that the convicts were generally from that social class

with least access to educstion, whose attitudes towards non-Europeans
would have been unsoftened by any romaentic notions of 'uncivilized' 1life
Henry Reynolds suggests that the prevailing attitude amongst convicts
would have been unconsciously Hobbesiaﬁ, that the life of the savage

was 'ooor, nasty, brutish and shor%,' and led to the belief that the

1, A,T.Yarwood, 'Convicts and Aborigines: A fresh look at the causes
of violence on the Australian frontier.' Unpublished article,
University of New England, Jurne 1980, p»,18,

2., Evidence of T.,Hodgkin, WMinutes of Evidence before the Select
Committee on Aborigines in British Settlements, British
Parlismentary Papers, Anthropology: Aborigines, Vol,I, Session 1B836.
Irish University Fress Series, 1968, pp,.454-455,

3. ibid., p.6582.

4, Henry Reynolds, 'Racial Thought in Early Australia,' Australian
Journal of Politics and History, Vol,.23, No.l, Anoril 1974, p.51,

5, Quoted in J,H.,Hexter (ed.), The Traditions of the Western World,
vVol,1l, Antiguity through the Early Modern Period, Chicego, 1971,
p.478,
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sevege himself wase e creature of no importance. Thus one source of
brutelity sgesinst Aborigines wes & cultural fector indenendent of
the cituaticn in which the convicts found themselves, David Denhaolm
suggeste thet 'it is mot imnossible that it could be the normel
brutelity the strong visit upon the weag,' and the convict may well
have relished the oonortunity of finding himself in & position of
strength as in soms weys his situation wes that of & slave. The
course of events in the Newcastle district formed part of & worldwide
exoerience in which non-Europeans suffered from the intrusion of
Europezn society, and the Aucstralian Aborigines in particular
suffered from the i1l effect of transportetion,

The funciion of the Aborigine e&s an obstacle tec escanes or other
misdemessnours on the part of convicts did not soring into being with
the foundation of Newcestle as a oenal cslony, nor did it stoo there.
A,T.Yarwood has indicsted how the convict's attitude towasrds the
Aborigine as 'part of a bhostile and repressive environment' would have
begun to develop during the earliest years at Port Jackson, as a
result of frustrated escape attempts or information passed on to the
euthorities by individuzl Aboriginez. The motivation for convict
hostility towzrds Aborigines was czrried through to the settlement
et Newcastle and later to Port Macguarie, Some of the atteacks on
convicts reocorted in commandants' despatches from Newcastle and in
other contemporary sources, were not on deserters from Newcastle,
tut on those trying to maeke their way south from Port Macquarig.

When Cantein Allman went to form the northern settlement in 1B21,
M'Gill of the Awabakal tribe and two cther Newcestle Aborigines
accompanied him as bush constableg. Further afield, in Van Diemen's
Land, the black tracker Musouito eaernsed himself the nickname of

19 .
‘*mangman's nase', an indicstion of how the convicts there must have

&, David Denholm, The Cclonial Australisns, Harmondsworth, 1979, p,30C,

7. Yarwood, op.cit, p.23.
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felt about him,

The interaction between Aborigines and convicts in the Newcastle
area, then, may be taken as & csse study of a relationmshin in which
the inrceds of Eurooean settlement upon tribel society were sharpened
by an active antsgonism on the oart of the convict. The atrocities
of which the Rev.L.E.Threlkeld wrote -

the rioping open the bellies of the Blacks alive; - the
roasting them in that state in triengularly made log
fires..,together with many other atroiious acts of cruelty,
which ere but the sports of monsters.,.

the unsneakable nastiness of such crimes requires a more complex
explanation than is conteined in accounts of the white settler
ridding himself of an obstacle in the nath of agricultural success,
or asserting a simole belief in raciel superiority., It is suggested
that the source of this unnecessary and erbitrary brutality with
which the convict, esoescially the assigned servant in the interior,
aparoached the Aborigines, was partly in the role which the letter
were seen to fill in a hated system of confinement and onsression,

It is safe to assume that the earliest exnperiences of the fborigines
north of the Hawkesbury of white settlement were by word of mouth,
reports by the tribes of Port Jackson and the agricultural settlements
carried on hunting trips and visits to relatives. Thus the Aborigines
around Newcastle and the Hunter Velley knew about the European settlers
before they ever saw a white man, What was known about the intruders
can of course only be guessed at, The first actual contact with
Europneans was with convict deserters, and whatever the Aborigines
may have heard sbout them, some at least were treated kindly, David
Collins recorded that five convicts who ran from Perramatia in 1793
were shiowrecked at Port Stephens, and when four of them were discovered
in 1795, they spoke 'in high terms of the pacific disposition and
gentle manners of the natives.,.,' The latter had seen the escapees
neither as & threat, nor as a means of obtasining & handout, but as

tunfortunate strangers thrown upon their shore from the mouth of the

11, Threlkeld to Colonial Secretary, 33th December 1837, Niel Gunson
(ed,), Austrzlizn Reminiscences & Papers of L.E.Threlkeld,

2 volumes, Canberres, 1974, Vcl,1l, p.139,




yawning deeo, and entitled to their Drotectio%?' They had seen
them in the light of a visitation, for, seys Collins

The natives who inhabit the harbour to the northwerd, called
by us Port Stechens, believed that five white men who were
cast away among them...had formerly been their countrymen,
gnd took one of them to the grave where, he toi me, the
body he st that time occupied had been interred,

Later escanees from Port Jackson breought the Newcastle Aborigines
their first taste of scme of the oroducts of Eurapesn-civilizZation,
It seems obvious that the convict reckless or desoerate enough to
take to the bush depended for his survivial, escecislly if he were
unarmed, on the goodwill of the Aborigines, which he may well hawe
tried to buy with whatever goods were at his disposal., Colonel
Paterson, who explored the Hunter in 1831, noticed that trees had
been cut down

with a much sharper edged tool than their [Ehe Aborigine{ﬂ
stone mega is, and from their shyness, I have little
reason to dou E but that some of the Eurcnean dessrters
are among them,

Paterson's assumption that the natives would be shy beczause they
harboured convicts is probahly more indicative of his role as an
officer than anything else, but what is factual in his account
indicates that there was indeed some traffic in the possessions of

the escapees. No doubt the nlanned escape included the packing of

some rum, Mr,Mason, the supervisor of the abortive first settlement

at Newcastle in 18301, reported a drunken native stealing from the
miners' cemp, and commented,'The mistry [Eigz is where he got the
sperits [EiE] . seWe suspect there are white men with the%?' The degree
of.co-operation between Aborigines and convicts sucgested by these two

accounts did not long survive the formetion of the permanent settlement

as the evidence presented in the previous chanter has shown.

12, David Cellins, An Account of the English Colony in New South
Wales, 2 Volumes [1798 & IBdEJ , edited by Brian H,Fletcher,
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Before proceeding tc trace the conseguences of the co-operation
between authorities and Aborigines for the relationship of the latter
with the convict populetion, it is necessary to look for motives on
the part of the Aborigines. Why did the Worimi tribe of Port Stenhens
and the Awabakal tribe to the south of Newcastle put themselves in the
position of becoming a tool in the hands of the commandants ? Perhaps
the pay-offs from the commandant were more to be relied on than any
bribe offered by & deserter and then perhaps withheld, so that a
materielistic motive may have been part of the picture., What other
considerations might have persuaded these Aborigines to act as & human
prison wall to the penal settlement, and even to tzke pleasure in so
doing ? According to Major Morisset's Superintendant of Public Works,
Sergeant Evans, the Aborigimes enjoyed tracking convicts, and were
'full of spirits when they think they are near the%?'

What little evidence there is of the interaction between the earliest
runaways and Aborigines does not point to any ill-treatment of the latter,
indeed it was in the convict's interest to stay on their best side, but
there were other convicts besides escapees in the Hunter Valley before
the establishment of a settlement. There were those who came to take
what the environment had to offer and then leave., David Collins
recorded that a fishing boat which had called in at Newcastle and
picked up coals returned to Port Jackson with two casualties, because
'these people having conducted themselves improperly while on shore,
two of them were severely wounded by natives.}?' Collins does not
specify the neture of this imoroper conduct, nor whether the persons
concerned were convicts, However we may assume that a fishing party
would have consisted of convicts and their guards.,

Before the formation of the settlement at Newcastle in 18924,

Governor King wrote that 'Occasional supplies of coal and cedar for

buildings were got from thence both by government and individual%%'

16. J.W.Turner (ed.), Newcastle as a Convict Settlement: The Evidence
before J,7,Bigge in 1815-1821, Newcastle, 1973, p.95,

17. Collins, on.cit, Vol.I, p,402,
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Good gquality cedar was available throughout the coastal arez of New
South Weles, and the white settlers were not slow to exoleit i%? To
the reader who knows something of the impact of the cedar trade upon
white-Aboriginal relations, the opening words of James Jervis's
article 'Cedar and the Ceder Getters,' are hesvy with irony,

With the oassing of the cedar incustry, & romantic and
colourful chapter of our history has closed. Doubtless
some day a novelist will arise who will find useful
materéﬁl in the story of the cedar trade and the cecar
getter.

Insofar as their relstions with the Aborigines are concerned, the
cedar getters of the Hunter Vslley, especiglly of the Paterson River
and Port Stephens area, would provide a novelist with colourful
material, certainly, but scarcely romantic, The record of hostilities
begins early, Lieutenant Menzies reported to Governor King in
November 1824 that he was suspending the operetions of private cedar
parties, after an assigmned servant working for Underwood and Cable
had b=zen 'severely beat by a party of Natives up Patersan's River.%}',
though Menzies does not suggest a motive for the attack. Menzies
sooke of the need to arm the cedar partieg? and it is probable that
this practice was continued, as it is mentioned again in 1818 by
Governor Macquarie, on & tour of the Lower Hunte?? and in Morisset's
evidence before the Bigge inguiry, Morisset stzted that the
woodcutters were accempanied by a guerd, both to prevent escapes and
to orotect ‘them From thé Aborigines who were sometimes 'both
troublesome and Formidablg?' In 1824 the commandant at Newcestle was
bothered by two incidents of assigned servants ebsconding from ceder
parties. The declarations of the escapees gave fear of attack by

Aborigines following the death of a companion as the mctive for being

19, James Jervis, 'Cedar and the Ceder Getters,' R.,A,H.5.d., V01,25,
Part 2, 1940, p.l1l31,
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24, Evidence of Morisset, Bigge Evidence, pp,58-59,




absent without 1eavg?

Robert Dawson, who arrived in Newcastle in 1825 to become the
first agent of the Australian Agriculturesl Company's holding at
Port Stephens, esteblishec &n extremely close reletionshio with
the Aborigines there. He may be seen as the closest of any settler
to a mouthniece for the Worimi tribe. From what he was told about
the contact between Abcrigines and white men before his arrival in
the area, Dawson was left in no doubt about the origins .of the
hostility towards Europeans,

The timber-cutting parties...were the first peonle who
came in contact with the natives in the neighbourhood of
the sea; and as they were composed of convicts and other
people not remarkable either for humanity or hornesty, the
communication was not at all to the advantage of the

poor natives, or subseagently to the settlers who
succeeded those parties.

The consequence of the behaviour of the cedar getters

was, that the natives inflicted vengeance uoson almost
gvery white man they came in contact with, and as convicts
were frequently running away from the penal settlement of
Port M'Querie [%ic to Port Stenhens..,numbers of them
were intercepted by the natives and sometimes detained,
whilst those who fell into their hands and esgeoed with
life, were uniformly strioped of their clothes,

While Dawson's account indicates that the native retsliation for
ill-treatment by cedar getters was wrought upon &ll whites whether
convict or free, it should be borne in mind thet the majority of
whites up-country before Dawson's arrival were convicts of one
category or another, either settled on small holdings on the Lower
Hunte%? employed in cedar gangs, or escaned from Newcastle or Port
Macguarie. Thus the Aborigine would create a hostile association in
the mind of the convict, especially those deserters from Port

Macquarie of whom Dawson spooke, and more perticularly if an individual

25, Declarations of essigned servants absent without lesve, 24th
January and 7th February 1824, C,5,.,I.L. Newczstle, V0l,7, Roll 3,

26, Dawson, 0D«.Cit., p.4l
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28. Bigne Evidence, p.27,




convict had done nothing himself to invite reprisals,

Dawson's account also shows that the Aborigines were sometimes
prepared to co-operate with and work for the cedar getters, bu:t that
the latter were hard and treachercus taskmasters,

Several boys and women were shown to me whose fathers

and husbands were shot by these marauders for the most
trifling causes; one, for instance, for lesing a kangaroo
dog, which had been lent h'g for the puroose of sunplying
the white savages with game,

It is too simple, however, to attribute all the blame for noor

relations between Aborigines and cedsr getters to any overt and hostile

behaviour by the latter. The encroachment of economic exploitation
upon the integrity of Aboriginal land is recognised today as a moral
issue involving a guestion of human rights, as indicated by the
controversy over conflicting rights to the Noonkanbah pestoral leasg?
The hostility of Aborigines on the leese to the arrival of mining
interests has a recognisasble motive, whichever side one happens to be
cne But the early settler in New South Wsles did not understand the
spiritual communion between man and land which he was disturbing by
his very presencg} David Collins, telling of the hostile reception
which Henry Hacking met when he visited the Hunter in 1799, explained
it in termes of the character of the Aborigine,.

Dur neople having freguently visited this river for coals,
and always treating with kindness and civility the natives
whom they met, this behaviour wes not to be accounted for

except by its being allowed that all savages are under the
dominion of & sudden imou%ﬁe; which renders it impossible

to know when to trust them,

= X 33
Earlier experiences at Port Jackson of apnarently unmotivated attacks
made it easy to dismiss Aboriginal hostility in this way. But it is
possible, indeed highly likely, that without ever transgressing the

hounds of kindness and civility as Collins and Hacking would have
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understood those words, the first white men on the Hunter did
nevertheless offend the Aborigines simply by disturbing the
environment, whether by hunting game, or in the process of collecting
coal, or most of all by felling trees, -We can only guess gt the
extent of the dismey caused by the sight of great numbers of trees,
some of them no doubt of totemic significance, being cut down and
removed for no apparent purpose, This would be a sufficient motive
for hating the convicts of cedar gangs, without anv orovocation on
the oart of the latter. An incident which occurred in the early days
of the settlement at Port Macguarie heleps to illuminate this point.
Commandant Allman reported to the Colonial Secretary in November 1821,
that two convicts had been speared by nativeswhile cutting timber,

The act of treachery on the part of those Savages was
greatly aggravated by their aopearance of friendship
having partaken the Evening previogus to it, of the Supper
of the poor fellows who became their Victims,,.taking
advantage of the long Grass and thick scrub on the banks
of the Hastings they were able to come close to the party
unobserved, and matching the opportunity that offered by
the men bﬁing Engaged in falling a Cedar tree committed
the Murder,

Charscteristically, the attack was explained in terms of unmotivated
treachery, and the cutting of the cedar tree seen as the opoortunity
for the murders rather than the occasion of them, Perhaps it is also
significant that the attackers stole an axe and a saw, the tools of
the cedar getters' tradg§ Keith Willey is right to point out that
the Aborigines of Port Jackson were probably attracted to the superior
quality of metal toolg§ bu* perhaps they were also sometimes stolen
in a vain attempt to halt the destruction of the trees,

John Bingle, a settler who arrived in the Hunter Valley during
Morisset's command, commented on the oractice of apoointing

gamekeepers to provide a sufficient supsly of kangaroos and duck for

34, Allman to Goulburn, C,S5,I.L, Port Macquarie, p.35,
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for the commandant's and officers' guarters, Six convicts were
assigned to the work, and were given dsily quotas to reach,
According to Bingle, the chance to work as a gamekeener was
considered a soecial favour and the quotas were often exceedea?

One wonders how often the zeal of the hunter earned the hatred of
the Aborigines on whose land he was & poacher. One such hunter,
George Little, was wounded by a party of Aborigimes in 1817, It

is interesting that, although in genersl the Aborigines eround
Newcastle were said to have got on better with the military than
with the convictg? and on at least one occasion saved the life of a
soldier attacked by escaoeeg? Beorge Little's hunting companion
Private Connachton was also speared during the same attack and later
died, The deposition of George Little suggests nothing in the way
of & motive for the speeringg? and we may speculate that they were

a retaliation for shooting kangarocos, This incident is a reminder
of the earlier murder of the gamekeeper McIntire at Port Jackson,

e murder which anoeared to be guite unprovoked although the Aborigines
were known to dislike the maﬁ} While the convict hunter or cedar
getter simply saw himself to be doing a mecessary job, to the
Aborigine he was a destroyer and plunderer, elthough it is

important to remember that someone else was responsible for putting
him in that positioﬁ?

But if the convicts were not responsible for the kind of work they
were reguired to do, they were responcible for the conduct of their
leisure time activities, The Rev.L,E.Threlkeld, who like Robert
Dawson arrived in the Newcastle area as the penal settlement was
being disbanded, found a motive for Aboriginal hostility towards
the convicts in the latter's treatment of their women, Peter

Cunningham, who spent some time in the Hunter Vslley at the
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beginning of free settlement, wrote of 'husbands disposing of the
favours of their wives to the convict-servants for & slice of bread
or a pipe of tobaccg?' The practice of exchanging women temporarily
for food end tobacco had begun at Port Jackson within a few years of
the first settlement, and became quite common throughout the
mainlend and Van Diemen's tand, This traffic operated amicably

es long as both parties understood end fulfilled the obligetions
implied, but could result in conflict if, for instence, Europeans
failed to return the womeﬂ? It is not unlikely that the convicts

of Newcastle, especially the cedar getters who were the most
isplated from white female company, took advantage of the trade in
women, Somewhere along the way, the formality of an agreement was
dispensed with by some of the conwvicts of Newcastle, Scon zfter his
arrivel in 1825, Threlkeld wrote of hearing

at night the shrieks of Girls, about 8 or 9 years of age,
teken by force by the vile men of Newcastle, One man
ceme to me with his head broken by the butt _ end of a
musket because he would not give up his wife;

Naturally such brutality provided a powerful motive for retaliation
by the offended husbands and fathers. Threlkeld's Second Half
Yearly Report to the London Missiocnary Society, dated June 1826,
mentioned & convict who had been seen abducting an Aboriginal woman,.
According to the missionary, 'This very man the Blacks told me they
would spear if he did not mind himself bette??' It is hardly
surprising then that the Aboriginel tracker should take delight,
gs Sergeant Evans claimed, in running down the convicts who interfered
with his women and were seen to disturb his natural world.

What happened to the convict of Newcastle or Port Macguarie when

he came up against the Aborigine in the role of tracker ? He was
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likely to be caught, as the Aborigines were efficient and reliable

in their work, Indeed the commandents would herdly have bothered to

encourage them if this hed not been the case., Major Morisset reported

sending search parties in pursuit of & number of escapees in

January 1B19 end steted thet he felt confident of the outcome of

the search because of the presence of black trackers in the search

partieg? Sergeant Evans felt the same, es he told the Bigge inguiry

that he 'would rather have natives with him than soldiers in the

pursuit.??‘ In 1824 the commandant at Port Macguarie made special

mention of one of his trackers to the Colonial Secretary.

Yarrowbee (chief of the Camden Haven tribe) has
freguently gone in pursuit of runaways and has the
good opirion of Ceptain Allman, I therefore beg
narticularly to E@commend him to His Excellency for
an Honorary Badge,

To the convict, such a badge must have been the mark of the grestest

infamy.

Having been spprehended by & tracker, the escaped convict could

not expect consistent treatment. From the official point of view,

the theory of the system was that the parties of trackers wounded

the escapee with spesrs in order to immobilise him and make it

easier to bring him back to Newcastlg? Sometimes the injuries

proved to be more than superficial, as in the case of a deserter

from Port Macquarie, whom Morisset reported to have died in hospital

after being brought in by Aborigineg} When the Aborigines concerned

were not acting in any officizl capacity, to be killed outright wase

probably an even greater likelihood, and Sergeant Evans said that

once the Aboriginal trackers got into the mounteins a2t & distance

5 ' .
from the settlement, they killed their quarry? perheos becsuse it

was not worth going back to the settlement to cleim & reward, The

convict who was lucky enough tc escapne after being attacked by an
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50.
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52.
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Aborigine was likely toc be left without food or clothing? and
faced the alternastives of dying of hunger and exposure, or
saving his life but not his pride by returning ingloriocusly to
Newcastle,

The deserter therefore faced the prospect ef having his escane
attemct thwarted in a number of ways by Aborigimes, and it is easy
to see thet this could create a 'shoot first ask puestions later®
attitude to any Aborigine the convict might hapoen to encounter
while escapning, as well as a generalised antipethy on the part aof
all convicts, reflective of their loyalty to sach other as a clasge
to anyone who betrayec & mate, The result was, predictably, that
Aborigines suffered at the hands of the convicts, either while the
latter were escaping, or as & result of the known or 'supposed.:
activities of individuals, Lieutenant Menzies reported the murder
of a native by & party of runaways in QOctober 1892? an incident
which occurred after the commandant had begun to use the fear of
attack by Aborigines as a weapon against opotentisl absconder§§

Alexander Harris provides us with an anecdote to illustrate what
might have heppened to the Aborigine unfortunete enough tc be

overpowered by convicéts on the run. In The Secrets of Alexander

Harris he wrote of an Aborigine whose own tomshawk had been used to
ki1l him, He was then eaten by his murderers, & gang of escapees

from Newcastlg? Writing of a similar incident in Settlers and

Convicts Harris commented on the fall from humenity which such
stories represented,

It is impcssible to determine whether this story was
true or felse; but I heard it told with my own ears,

and if it shows nothing else, it shows how denraved men
must have become who can relate or listen to such things
as very good jokes, and as the5gr0und of e claim tao the
edmirstion of those around them,
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How were convicts dealt with if crimes of violence against
Aborigines came tc the attention of the authorities ? The question
of punishment is extremely imoortant, for the law and its
administrators contributed to & situation in which the white offender
could regard the life of an Aborigine as worthless, Crimec of
gssault could come under the heading of breaches of discipline and
the commandant could use his summary powers to sentence a convict to
the lash. For instance, in Octeober 1820 three convicts at Newcastle
were sentenced to one hundred lashes between them for an assault on
an Aborigine, The motive behind the assault is of great significance,
The Return of Punishments describes the crime as 'Inhumanly ill
treating and cutting a black nztive and intimidating him agsinst
bringing in bushrangerg?' In a similar case in 1821, & convict by
the name of Henry Langton received seventy five lasheg? Although
these sentences were by no means severe by colonial standards ~ some
of the Castle Hill rebels received five hundred lashegl- they would
have added to the reasons for resentment against Aborigines,

When the crime was one which reguired the accused to stand trial,
the situation was different, Aborigines, as non-Christians, were not
in a position to give sworn evidencg? and thus in a situation where
the only witnesses to a crime were Aborigines, it was extremely
difficult to get a conviction, The opinion of the Judge Advocate
Atkins in 1805 was that

the Natives of this Gountry (generally speaking) are at
present incanable of being brought before a ggiminel
Court, either as Criminals or as Evidences,..

tack of sufficient proof was given as Menzies' reasan for not
sending for triel the escapees who had murdered en Aborigine in
180?? Even where a conviction was obtained, the authorities
hesitated to apply the extreme penalty for the murder of Aborigines.,

This hanpened in 1799 when five Hawkesbury settlers were found guilty

59, Prisoners punished at Newcastle, 28th October 1820, Bigge
Evidence, p,250,

63, Prisoners punished at Newcastle, 18th Seontember 1819, ibid., p.237,
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Journal, Vol,5, 1965, p,32,
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of the premeditsated killing of two Ahoriginal boyg? Bovernor
Hunter epparently acted in the first place with great eneray,
judging it ‘highly necessary to have the murderers teken immediately
into custody, and & court,,.immediately ordered for their tria??'
The verdict, however, was referred to London and, after & lapse of
two years, the murderers were pardoneg?

Thus it may be seen that while the colonial government preached of
amity and kindness towards the Aborigines, the actual conditions
at penal settlements such as Newcastle were such es to foster distrust
and hatred towards them., At the seme time, the administration of
justice in the colony as a whole ensured that those emotions could
be expressed with relative imounity. In only one case during the
period of the penal establishment at Newcastle was a white man
executed for the murder of an Aborigine, indeed he wes the only
man to be executed for that reason before the Myall Creek case of
1839? though not the only one to be convicted of murdering an
Aborigine before that timg?

The case of John Kirby is illustrative of the role played by
Aborigines in the discipline of the penal settlement, and of the
antagonism created in the mind of the convict., On the 31st October
1820, Major Morisset reported an escape attempt by John Kirby and
James Thompson which had resulted in the wounding of King Burrigan
of the Newcastle tribe, while the former were being returned to
the settlemenz? Burrigan later died of the wound inflicted by
KirbZ} Morisset expressed concern that ‘as the crime was committed
only in the presence of Black Natives...it would be extremely
difficult to procure such evidence as would convict them,' and

requested instructions on whether the men should be punished at

65, C.M,H,Clark, A History of Australia, 4 Volumes, Carlton,

aperback edition, 1979, Vol.I, p.l145,
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Newcastlg? Ten days later Morisset had sent denositions to the Judge
Advocate to discover whether there was sufficient evidence to secure
8 convictioZ? On 22nd November, Morisset informed J,7.Camobell that
he was sending Jemes Wells,constable, to Sydney with 'Crown evidence'
in the casg? The lapse of twelve days suggests that new evidence

had become available, and supoorts the theory that perhaps Thompson
kad peen persuaded to betray his Frieng? Kirby was subsequently
found guiltzﬁand executed on 18th Decembe??

The details of the thwarted esczpe attempt indicate the degree of
involvement of Aborigines acting in groups rather than as individuals,
This may be considered to be of sigmificance if we are arguing that
the hestility of the convicts becams directed towards Aborigines as
a group. The black tracker M'Gill reported being with the party of
Aborigimes who took Kirby and Thompson priscner and steted that 'the
sazid runzways were kept confined until daylight next morning when he
with the other Natives, brought them on towards the Settlement.®
Isaac Elliot, the Superintendent of Public Works, told the court
that an Aboriginal woman had arrived with information,,.of two men
being tzken up by some natives, who were conducting them into town,'!
Probably the woman had been sent to get help., Elliott went in the
direction of the party of Aborigines and then recorted seeing Kirby
from a distance as he inflicted the mortal wound. Constable Wells
corroborated Elliott’s evidence that Kirby was seen to raise his-
arm to the deceased, at the same time as the natives were heard to
cry out that thelir prisormer had killed Burrigan. The same witness
heard Kirby express in strong terms his regret at not having cut his
victim's head OfZ?

The expedition with which Kirby was convicted and executed, in
contrast to the Hawkesbury murderers in 1799, reguires an explanation,

From s technical point of view, Xirby must have been convicted on the
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purely circumstantial evidence of the two white witnesses Elliott end
wells or, alternatively, this evidence in conjunction with that of
Thempsan, The character and record of Kirby, as well as Macquarie's
interest in oromoting éguality for AborigineZ? would certainly have
been factors in bringing ebout this unusueal execution, Further light
ie thrown on the subject by referring to what is known about the
victim, who sppears to have impressed some colonists at least with
certein qualities they did not usgually attribute to Aborigines, 1In

the report of Kirby's trial in the Sydney Gazette Burrigan is

described as & ‘useful and intelligent chieg?' Six years later
when Francis Shortt apoealed ta Governor Darling on behalf of four
assigned servants found guilty of the murder of an Aborigine, he
justified the execution of Kirby im very interesting terms, Besides
the fact that Kirby had & very unsavoury record, end that he had
committed the murder ‘'under peculiarly atrocious circumstances', the

murder victim had been 'a Constable and comoaratively civilizeg}'

The implication is obvious, and is particularly damning of one way
in which the colonists regarded the Aborigines = Burrigan deserved
to be avenged by the execution of a white man not because he was a

man, but because he was like a white man, From the official point

of view, the execution must indicate the seriousmess with which
escapes were viewed, and the degree of dependence on native helo to
prevent them, What Kirby's fellow convicts at Newcastle thought of
the matter we can only guess 2t, It is inconceivable that Morisset
should not have made the fact known, It may well have exacerbated
alreedy strong feelings against black treckers.

To ccnclude, some at least of the convicts had given the Aborigines
around Newcastle reesson to dislike and distrust them, The Aborigines
in turn brought upon themselves the hatred of the desperate

characters of Newcastle by their co-ooeration with the authorities,
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a situation which helne to exoplain the violence which manifested itself
on the Hunter a&nd elsewhere in New South Wales when convicts were
releszsed from close control and sent out as essigned servante, Some

of them mey have been getting revenge for specific injurieg? many
simsly rescting to & perception of the Aborigines as naturzl enemies,
the more so as the activities of black trackers did not cease with

the winding up of the pensl establishment., The remaining chanters

lonk at the relestionship between Aborigines and white men when the
Hunter Valley was made available for free settlement and convicts

found themselves working in the valley as assigned servents,

82. Yarwood, 0D.Cit., D.22,




Chapter 3

Aborigines and the Settlement of the Hunter Vvalley

I - Officiaels and free settlers

In his report on the pensl settlement at Newcastle, J,T.Bigge had
glluded to the revenge which the convicts there would have liked to
take on the Aborigines of the district who acted as tracker%. During
the time that Newcastle was a penal settlement the inmates were under
sufficiently strict control to prevent any serious outbreak of racial
violence arising from this situation. There were only isolated
incidents of convicts taking out their anger on Aborigine%. When
the Hunter Velley was made avsilable for free settlement, this
situation was changed. Convicts as assigned servants were now in
a position to encounter the Aborigines without the watchful eyes of
the commandant and the military. During the first years of settle-
ment the contact between the races was particularly violent. The
Hunter Valley was not the only theatre of raciel violence in the
eighteen twenties - the spread of settlement to the west and south
of Sydney brought clashes between black and white in the Bathurst
areez, and on the middle reaches of the Shoalhaven Riveg - but the
violence in the Hunter Valley was the most prolonged, The concluding
chapters will examine the nature of race relations in the Hunter
Valley in the first twenty years of free settlement, by locking at

the interaction between Aborigines and the government and free

4o,

settlers, and by showing how the cecnvict population and the Aborigines

responded to each other within the framework of free settlement, The
white men's involvement in the rapid decline of the Aboriginal

population in this period will alsoc be indicated.

The potential of the valleys of the Hunter River system as
agricultural and grazing land had been recognized some years before
J.T.Bigge recommended making the area available for free settlement.

An entry in explorer John Howe's journal for 5th November 1819 noted

l. ©See chapter 1, p.26,

2. GSee chepter 2, np,40-43,

3, Brisbane to Bathurst, 3rd November 1824, Historical Records of
Australia, Series I,XI, p.,409, end Darling to Bathurst, 6th May
1826, ibid,, I,XII, p.2659,




that, 'it is the finest sheep land T have se2en since I left
Englané.' In the seme year Willism Charles Wentworth wrote that
the Hunter district

contains the strongest inducements'to colonizaticn, It
possesses a navigable river, by which its produce may be
conveyed to market at trifling exnense,...it surpasses
Port Jackson in the general fertility of its scil, apd it
at least rivals it in the salubrity of its climate,..

Closer acquaintance with the Hunter Valley confirmed these early
jucgements, Robert Dawscn, who had been appointed in 1825 as the
agent of the Australian Agricultural Company's grant at Port Stenheng,
wrote in 1831 that 'the district of Hunter's River,.,.may truly be
said toc be the garden as well as the granary of New South Walez.'
Given the avidity with which J,T,Bigoe found the free settlers of
New South Wales clamouring for lang, and the interest with which

New South Wales was viewed by potential immigrants from Britaig, it
is not surprising that between 1821 and 1825 almost 470,770 acres of
this prime land was granted awa;? At the time of the census in 1828,
this had risen to over half a million acres not ccocunting the

Australian Agricultural Company's grant of one million acreé}

What sort of relationship existed between the Aborigines of the
valley and white men before this massive alienation of tribal lands 7
The first agricultural settlers in the Hunter Valley had been granted
small portions of land an the fertile river flats at Paterson's

Plains in about 181%2and Wallis Plains in 181%? Settlement was

4, JJ.F.Campbell, ‘'John Howe's Exploratory Journey from Windsor to
the Hunter River in 1819,' Royal Australian Historicel Society
Journal, Vol.XIV, Part 4, 1528, 2p,239,
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7. Rabert Dawsocn, The Present State of Austrelisn, Second edition,
London, 1831, p.377.
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permitted as an incentive to well-behaved convicts, as patronage

of officer%? and presumably as a means of supplying Newcastle with
some fresh garden and deiry poroduze, At *the time that J.T.,Bigge was
collecting evidence in Newcastle, there were twenty three of these
farms, only five of them held by unconvicted person%? The size of
the holdings ranged from eleven to sixty acre%? As the convict
grantees held their land on the basis of good conduct, it is hardly
surprising that, according to Mzjor Morisset, the settlers were well-
behaved and co-opereted with the military in catching runaway%?

This would necessarily have involved co-operation with Aboriginel
trackers, though Morisset does not say so, dJohn Allen, wha was
constable at Wellis Plains, informed Bigge that, while the settlers
were ‘'much annoyed' by Aborigines at harvest time, in general the
settlers were on good terms with them, Aborigines occasionally
labouring for the settler%? Morisset said that military detachments
were kept at the two settlementes with a dual function, 'to essist the
constables there in keeping order asnd to protect them against the
black%?' It is impossible toc say whether the threat of attack by

the Womarua tribe was imagimed or real, there is so little evidence
of this early period of settlement. It is safe to assume that
relations cannot have been too acrimonrious,or, considering the degree
of official surveillance and control, it would have been mentioned

in despatches,

If relations between Aborigines and settlers in this early period
were on the whole friendly, three reasons may be advanced to explain
this: the relatively small amount of land alienated from Abariginal
use, the degree of official control over settlers' activities, and
the good conduct of the grantees, Though this chapter concerns
itself with events in race relations after the arrival of free
settliers, the point is worth making, for it can be argued that
the violence which broke out between Aborigines anrnd white settlers

in the years following widesoread settlement of the valley was &

l4, Bigge Evidence, pp,27-28,
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16, Perry, op.cit., p.62,
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19, See footnote 17,




function of the occupation of large areac of land, the lessening

of government control over individuals, and the character, attitudes
and experiences of the white men hoth resident and non-resident in
the Hunter Valley, The emphasis in this study is upon the two latter
factors,

The absence of control over a frontier pooulation was not a new
problem for authorities sttempting to regulate settler contact with
Aborigines, Governor Hunter had to caution settlers on the Hawkesbury
River to co-operate with each other and to use restraint with firearms
when they were not sunported by the military inm their deslings with
Abarigineg? The reductiom of control over persons resident in the
Hunter Velley in the eighteen twenties and thirties was & result of
several factors, In part it was caused by incresssd ponuletion in
the zrea., 1In 1820, the total population of the penal establishment
had been under one thousang% and all but g handful were concentrated
within the few sguare miles of the township of Newcastle, This had
risen to 1,673 in 1825, and 3,260 in 1825?

Distance was another factor. The grants on the Upper Hunter, where
the worst racial violence occurred, were up to seventy miles from
the nearest military detachment at Wallis Plains, and in times of
crisis reinforcments had to be brought all the way from Newcastlg?

The same problem limiting the swift movement of the military to
trouble snots was also an impediment to the prosecution of offenders
in incidents of racial violence, The instigation of legal proceedings
could involve a witness in a journey of several days length to make
dengsitions before the nearest magistrate, Even the Rev,L.E.Threlkeld,
who was most active in pursuing justice in relations between black

and white, was conscious of the inconvenience caused when he or his
assigned servants had to be asbsent on legal business, such as in the
case of the disanoearance of three Aboriginal women in 1838, Threlkeld

was first asked to send an assigned servant to Patrick's Plains, a

20, Government and General Order, 22nd February 1796 (in Hunter to
Portland, 12th 1756), H.R.A.,I,I, D.688-685,

21, Bigge Evidence, P.13,

22, Perry, 00.cit, p.130,

23, Lt.de la Condamine to Capt.Foley, 7th September 1826 (in Darling
to Bathurst), 6th October 1826, H,R.A.,I1,XII, po.615-616,




distance of sixty miles from the Ebenezer Mission at Lake Mzcaouarie.
Threlkeld was then asked to attenc at Patrick's Plsins himself, anc
commented on the ‘expenses attached to such long Journies [Eig] to
nrivate individualg?' It is obvious thet a settler's willingness

to inconvenience himself in this way depended on his view of the
seriousness of a crime and the need tc report i%?

The dangers of distance, and the importance of individual settlers!
attitudes sre illustreted when we concider an incident in 1826 which
involved the Mounted Police, In 1825, the Executive Council
recommended the formation of a body of Mounted Police to supnoress
bushranging in the Bathurst and Hunter districtg? In practice, the
Mounted Police came tc be used when settlers were under attack
from Aborigines, and they coftern acted in a way which negated the
official desire to conciliate Aborigimes encd treat them fairly, In
the Hunter Valley, thes WMounted Police earned the fear of the
Aborigineg? sometimes provoked rather than averted violencg? and
in one case the commanding officer of & detachment of Mounted Police
was prosecuted for murder after illegally overstenping his
authority,

In July 1826, when the disturbances between Aborigines snd white
settlers on the Upper Hunter were at their height, the Attorney
General Saxe Bannister wrote to Governor Darling that he had

received information relative to the killing of a
black native at Hunter's River by the military in
circumstances which if truly stated, deserve

exemplary punishment,
An entry in the Rev.L,E.Threlkeld's journal for 16th August 1826
provides corroboration of Bannister's suspicions. Threlkeld
wrote of a party of Mounted Police calling at his house in
Newcastle with two Aborigines in custody. One other had been

shot, apparently while attemnting tec escape. Threlkeld described

24, Threlkeld to Colonial Secretary, 18th July 1838, Niel Gunson (ed.),
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this as 'the fourth summery execution of the Blacks in as many
weekg?' Such arbitrary sction was certainly not im the minds of

the suthorities in Sydney as & suitable means of solving the nroblems
of interraciel strife, The response by the Attorney General's
deoartment was to orosecuvte Lieutenant Natheniel Lowe, the com-snding
agfficer of the Mounted Police in the Hunter Valley, for one of these
incidents of the murder of & orisoner in safe custoda} Threlkeld*s
prediction thet Lowe would be exoneratea2proved correct - he was
acoguitted on the grounds that the orosecution witnesses were not
entitled to credit. There seems little doubt that there was indeed

e charge to answer, In his summing up, the judge said that 'the case
still lay wunder circumstences of mystery...It was quite clear that
there was somethingaén the case, but what was that something was toc
wide for conjecture,

Why then was Lowe acquitted 7?7 The attitude of settlers of imnortance
was crucial in determining the cutcome of the trial. It was
extremely difficult to construct a case for the prosecution because
of the difficulty of tracing witnesses, mostly assigned servants on
the movg? without the co-operation of the recident magistrates,
Governor Darling comolained of 'every class being at least indifferent
to the fate of the Natives, and unwilling thet anyone, that hzs been
actusted by the same feelings, should be mede answerable for his
conducts'  Threlkeld cleimed that

21l the magistrates here had_previously signed a2 lstter
thanking him [iieutenant towef for his conduzt in taking
unon himself the resaonsibility of shooting his priscner
while in his safe custody,

It is not sursrising then that the first magisterial inguiry into
Lowe's conduct was found to be guite unsatisfactory - for instance,

. 7 .
no depositinn was taken from Lowe hlmselg. As a result, the acting
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Attorney General W,H,Moore went tc Wallis Plains in January 1827
to supervise & second inouiry, which proved to be no more
enlightening than the first., Moore was particularly critical of
the obstructive conduct of Lieutenznt E,.C,Close, and wrote to the
Cclonial Secretary that

I wes not a little mortified to find that I, who was

ar entire stranger in the neighbourhood, was obliged t-
give up all honoes of having any sssistance rendered to

me by & nersan wha, from his local knowledge of the nlace
was so caodable of giving it, and which, however unnlezasant
it might y I conceived it was his duty toc do without
hesitation,’

As a result Governor Darling relieved Close of his position on the
Benca?

This has an interesting pzarallel in the case of the Myall Creek
murderers, the elevan-stockmen who were put on trial for the killing
of & party of Aborigines in the New England district, One of those
magistrates who according to Threlkeld had condoned the shooting of
Abcrigines in safe custody was the Robert Scott who presided over
the inaugural meeting of the Hunter River Black Association in 1838,
when £300 was raised amongst settlers for the defence of the accuseg?
Governor Giops was unable to find fault with the idea that 'the
Accused should have Dounsel emoloyed for their defence,' but was
discgleased that 'Scott made himself a party to their defence to the
very lzst,' GScott, like Close before him, was removed from the bencﬂ%
If one accepts that the actions of these two men were promoted by
feelings of indifference or outright hostility towards the
Aboriginal victims of racial violence, and that they were resoonsibile
men in responsible positions and that others felt as they did, it
says much for the iceberg of which they were the tin.

If the official authority in the shape of the magistrate, the
police and the military was not always available, or willing, to
sunervise day to day contact between the settlers in the Hunter Valley
and the Aboriginal ponulation, neither was the unofficial authority of

the employer of convict labour., New arrivals in the colony, of which

-
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there were & number in the Hunter Valley, such as the Blomfields or
the Clsoses near Wellis Plaingg were more likely to be resident on
their land than the colonial woner class of the Macguarie decade, who
hacd had time to build up other interests elsewhere. Nevertheless

the absentees, perhaos represented on their grents by an overseer

or s soﬁ? were sufficiently numerous to have & negative influence on
the 1life of the valley, Lieutenant Breton, who toured New South Wsles
between 18330 and 1833, commented of the Wollombi Brook district that
'only one or two of the owners reside upon their property; of society
therefore there is noné?'

The implications of the right sort of white presence in country
areas were clear in the mind of Governor Darling when he had to deel
with the prolonged outbreak of racial violence in 1826, A Government
order of €6th July requested settlers ‘to subdue any unfriendly
Feeling which may exist.in the Minds of tha Natives, by Acts of
Kindness and Humanitﬁ?' When such action proved either ineffective
or unforthcoming, and a group of eleven Hunter Valley landholders
applied to Darling for the retention of military protection on the
Upner Hunter, Darling replied that

Vigorous measures amongst ycurselves would more effectively
establish your ascendancy then the utmost power of the
military, as, when the latter is withdrawn, and the
circumstances do not oermit of their being detached for

any length of time, the chance is that, no longer fearping
the Settlers, the Natives will rernew their depredations,

Darling also noted the high proportion of Sydney residents amongst
the signatories, z=2nd that not one had been on the soot at the time of
the alleged destruction by Aborigines of stock, croos and servants,
and commented that

Your presence and personal example would tend more to

this object than any measure of the Government, It would
have the effect of preventing irregularities on the part of
your own people, which I aporehend is in many 395tances the
cause of the disorders committed by the Natives,
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44, Lieutenant Breton, Excursions in New South Wales, Western Australis,
and Van Diemen's Land, London, 1833, p.94.

45, Sydney Gazette, B8th July 1826, p,l a.

46, Darling to Hunter Valley landholders, 5th September 1825 (in
Darling to Under Secretary Hay, 11 Sentember 1826), H.R.A.,I,XII,
Pe577,
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It is certainly true that the oresence of well-disposed persons
capable of taking the initiative could defuse situations which
threatened to get out of control. The familiar story of the attacks
on the Ogilvie property at Merton and Captain Lethbridge's nearby is
illustrative of this, Contemporary sccounts all agree on the
significance of Mrs.Ogilvie's courage in confronting a large party
of Kamilarci trioesmen who had been enragec by the activities of the
‘ounted Policg? Darling wrpote that

On their presenting themselves, Mrs.0gllvie, who ansears to
have acted with much judgement and spirit on the occaesion,
immediately went put and talked with them, their numbers
being as she supposed about 230; she then gave them some
Maize and a little Tobacco, and they le£§ the Premises
without being guilty of any irregularity.

Having been put off by Mrs.0gilvie, a small number of the party

moved on to the farm of Cantain Lethbridge, this time not under the
supervision of the owner and his wife, but an overseer. The failure
of any of the white peocple present to take a decisive initiative is
indicated in the deposition of an assigned servant present at the
time, and may be seen as a contributing factor in the bloody conflict
which ensued,

. sscame home about 12 é¢'clock and found about 14 or 15
Blacks had just arrived. They were all armed, There was
no one at home at that time, except Mrs,Allcorn (the
overseer's wife) and a little boy. This boy was sent for
two men, who were working near the house; a Black followed
the boy to see which way he went., The two men came with
the boy, and the Black with them. Mrs,Allcorn desired me
to give the Natives some Kangaroo to keep them quiest, which
I did; and they roasted it at the fire and eat sié] it,
They then wanted Bread and Maize, and we told them we had
not any. A few only came into the house; the others were
at a fire they made to roast the Kangaroo., The Natives
stayed about the place without offering any violence
either in word or deed, until about 4 o'clock when the
overseer Allcorn came home,

We then consulted together, and thought it would be
dangerous to allow so many armed Blacks to remain about
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Peter Cunningham, Two Years in New South Wales, [?827 y Sydney
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the place, and accordingly ordered them to go away to
the Bush, and not remain about the Hut; this was told to
two or three, who were in the Hut with us at the time...
The Natives, who we desired to go away, immedizately cried
out to the others, who began to talk loudly among them=
selves; and the little boy, who was 1 Bking out of the
door, cried out the Blacks were coming.

Two essigrned servants were killed and the overseer wounded in the
confrontatio%}

Who were the free settlers in the Hunter Valley in the first
twenty years of settlement, and in what other ways did they
cantribute to the developing relationship between black and white 7
While there were men and wome§2who were actively concerned to promote
good relations with the Aborigines, the interests and attitudes of
the majority worked against the avoidance of racial violence or
any effort to secure for the Aboriginmes a significant and dignified
role in the develooment of the district - as elsewhere in the settled
districts of New South Wales, by the end of the eighteen thirties
those Aborigines who were left in the valley had accented a subserv—
ient and demoralised position amongst the white settlerg?

The free settlers of the Hunter Valley were not a distinct social
class, They ranged from the wealthy and well-connected such as
T.Potter McQueen at Segenhogato the free settler of more modest
means like John Laurio Platt of Iron Bark Hil?snear Newcastle and
the emancipist smallholders on the Lower Hunte?? The majority,
however, particularly the new arrivals in the colony, were men of
means, Over sixty per cent of the holdings in the valley in the
twenties exceeded five hundred acres, and by 1828 nearly fifty per
cent of the holdings exceeded one thousand. One of the conseguences
of this was a high proportion of convicts in the valley compared to
other parts of the colony - most of the Hunter Valley properties

were too large to be worked without the aid of assigned servantg?
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This high proportion of assigned servants in the valley had very
important implications for relations with Aborigines, as will be
demonstrated in the next chapter.

Wriatever their means or social standing all the settlers had in
common the not unnatural desire to see their flocks and herds
multioly, and their fields and gardens bear fruit, For some settlers
the first year's harvest was crucia?? Any threat to stock, harvest
or supolies was a threet to a settler's viability or even his
existence on the land., Between the depredations of convicts and
Aborigines John Platt challenged anyone 'to prove that I have
receiv'd Elc] three pounds from my farm, the crops of maize were
with the excepntion of & few bushells entirely swept off by the
blackg?' As had happened at other farming settlementg? the Aborigines
of the Hunter Velley rapidly acgquired a taste for the garden produce
of the white men, and where the farmers sowed, they gathereg} The
Rev.L.,E.Threlkeld noticed that such theftswere often carefully planned,

Punishments, as they are termed by Europeans, are often
made the mere pretext for plunder, in such cases always
choo[% ing the site of their courts of Justice contiguoug2
to a corn field or nigh at hand to an unprotected Settler.

Perhaps no one in the Hunter Valley was as outspoken as the settler
'who recommended et a public meeting at Windsor that the blacks were
only fit to make manure for the groung?' but Platt talked of making
severe examoles of those who stole his corﬁ? and even Threlkeld
conceded that the most effective way to prevent such thefts was to
sport a gug? a sentiment which was in the earliest tradition of the
colony's farming settlementg? One Hunter Valley settler , finding

an Aborigine stealing his corn, shot him and suspended him from a
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tree, as a warning to otharg? Only on the largest grants, such as
thet of the Australian Agricultural Company at Port Stephens, was it
relatively easy to svoid bloodshec, partly because the bigger concerns
could better afford to lose a little of the crop, and partly besczuse
of the labour force st their disaosaﬁ?

Why did the Aborigines become & nuisance to the settlers inm this
way, rather than a lebour force.? The failure of European settlement
in New South Wales to orovide a self-supaorting role for the Australian
Aborigime within white society was partly due to differing views on
both sides as to the nature and value of worE? It was also in part
a result of the peculiar nsture of white society in New South Wales,
where unskilled labour came very cheap, In cther British colonies
where the settlers worked for themselves or brought their own labour
force, as in New England and New Zealand, there was no ready-made
role for the original inhabitants to step into, and thus they were
disadvantaged at the outsez? S0 too were the Australian Aborigines,
In 1839 Archbishop Broughton cocmmented that the availability of
convict labour had tended to depreciate the value of the Aborigines
as workerg} Where convicts were not available, such as in the
occupations of wh;iing and sealing, Aborigines were treated guite
welZ? A study of this guestion in relation to the Hunter Valley
indicates two things - first, that the myth of the Aborigines being
unemployable was just that and second, that the attitudes of settlers
and the method of remuneration when they did employ Aborigines were
decicsive factors in determining the outcome of the relationship,

Aborigines were employed in a variety of capacities in Newcastle
and the Hunter Valley, In common with the first Europeans throughout
the continent who received inveluable help from the bush skills end
local knowledge of Aboriginez? explorers such as Dangar and settlers

such as James Mudie were helped to find their way or their leng?
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Aborigines were also employed es messengers, shepherds, stockmen,
sewyers, babysitters, deckhands, 2nd in picking and sorting the woonl
clip, to name but a few of the tasks they performed in the Hunter
ValleZ? The asset which Aborigires could be to settlers is
illustreted in &n incident related by Robert Dawson, After the
murder of &an important Aborigine of the Worimi tribe, the majority
of the tribe deserted the Austrelian Agricultural Comsany's
settlement at Carrington and the Europeans had no one to carry wster,
cut weod, or build huts,

In short, the value of these poor, inoffensive peonle, was
never so highly esteemed as when they were gone; and their
return wsass consequent1¥6hailed as & benefit restored to
the settlement at large.

In his general remsrks on Aborigines in Settlers and Convicts,

Alexander Herris suggested that the solution to the problem of race
relations in New South Weles was for the lower class agricultural
settlers to employ Aborigines as farm labourers whem they 'cannot
afford to oay white labourerg?' As we have seen, an Aborigine

was not worth as much as a white man before the laZ? and neither
was he worth as much from the point of view of an employer, This
was the case from the very beginning of white settlement in New
South Wales, when Aborigines were often not oaid in cash, and were
sometimes even kidnapped and used as slaveg? The slave-like
condition of the other available workforce in New South Wales,

such as at James Mudie's property in the Hunter Vallee? obviously
served to lower the velue of Aboriginal labour. So too did the
status of black men in other British colonies, Although Britain
outlawed the slave trade in 189%} slavery in British possessions
was not made illegel until 1835? The idea of paying a black labourer

in the same way as a white man was & novel concept.
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Some settlers in the Hunter Valley treasted Aborigines fairly but
this treatment was exceotional and many settlers expected too much
and gave too little, thus contributing to a situation in which the
labour of the Aborigine was dessised as unreliesble. Peter
Cunningham sooke of Aborigines being employed at harvest time

on being rewarded with a good feast of hoiled pumakin
and suger for their labour.
You must give them nothing, however, until the cay's

work is over; as Ehe moment theilr appetities are satisfiec
8 ’
they leave off,..

Some sattlers failed to opay Aboriginel labourers altogether, and

there was little that the aggrieved party could do azbcut it, The

rule ahout the inadmissability of Aboriginal evidence aonlied to civil
as well as criminal caseg? Where Aborigines were conscientiously

and fairly paild, as Henry Dangar noticed was the case at the
Australisn Agricultursl Comoany's establishment under the management
of Robert Dawson, they were hard: working and reliablg? The Rev,L,.E.
Threlkeld summed up the situation with characteristic scorn for the
gttitudes of the average settlers.

Ask one of these sable lords of God's creation to take
the axe, the saw, the hoe, and work, and slave, end toil,
for your pleasure, to shew he is not lazy, and if the
reward be not according to his taste, he will mock at
your offer, and laugh your philosophy to scorn when you
uobraid him with his indolence,

Of the men in the Hunter Velley who attempted to establish good
relations with the tribes in their vicinity and to creste a nlace
for the Abcrigines, the most ocutstanding efforts were those of the
Rev.L.,E.Threlkeld with the Awabakal tribe of Lake Macguarie, and
Robert Dawson with the Worimi of Port Stephens., In the long term,
their efforts were wasted, for as Saxe Bannister put it, 'whst
individusls have done has failed for want of suaport, sronortioned
to the recguisites of the casg?' although both men made an invaluable
contribution to the history of Aborigines in the Hunter Valley in their

writings alone, Their oositions were quite different, Dawson was
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effectively soeaking a settler, though he was an emnloyee rether
than a landowner, but a settler with humanitarian convicticns

end 2 scele of operations which removed some of the causes of
inter-racial viclence, The pooulation of the Worimi tribe was in
the vicinity of four hunéreg? while the white population on the
Australian Agriculturel Company's grant in 1827 was three hundred
and eighty Dng? a faot which must have removed some of the sense of
insecurity felt by lone settlers., In his relations with the Worimi
Dawson steted his zims to be

To maintain & friendly intercourse with them - to humanize
them, as it were; to do them all the kindness in my

power in return for our interference with their couniry;
and to receive an eqguivalent in their labour for the food
which was given them, were 211 .1 aimed at snd the result
fully egualled my exoectationZ,

Given the poor reputation of white men in generzl in the Port Stephens
area as a result of the activities of cedar getterg} some credit must
certainly be given to Dawson for the relatively peaceful invssion by
the Australisn Agricultural Company, especially as it was taking
place at a time of great racial temnsion in the Hunter Valley,
Dawson set great store by his influence with the Worimi and his
ability to act as a mediator. He did not for instance taks the
easy way out and issue firearms to company servants when they feared
Aboriginal attackg? Dawson's influence, however, lasted only as long
as his presence at Port Stenhens. He was replaced by Sir Edward
Parry who took none of Dawson's personal interest in the Worimi,
rarely referred to individual Aborigines by namgaand discharged his
charitable duties by putting cn a feast for them once a yeag? The
missionaries Backhouse and Walker commented in 1836 on the paltry
efforts of the company on behalf of the local tribe?5

As a missionary, Threlkeld's interest in the Aborigines of the Lake

Macguarie region was much deeper than Dawson's, Established originally
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under the auspices of the London Missionary Societgﬁand nart of the
nineteenth century drive to take Christianity to the heatheg? the
aim of the Lsake Macquarie Mission was to provide a setting in which
Threlkeld could learn the Awabaskal language., Eventuzlly he would be
in & position teo translate the gospel into the native tocngue of the
Abcrigines, and use this translation as the basis of his teaching,
In the short term, he aimed to employ as many of the tribe as
nossible in fishing and farming, so that they would remszin around
the mission and there would be somecone from whom to learn the
languagg? A detailed account of the missig% is not approoriate
within the scope of this study, but certsin aspects of the story
are relevant to zome of its themes. The indifference of settlers
to the condition of the Aborigines of the Hunter Valley to which
Dzerling referred when commenting on the Lowe case became cutright
hostility towards somecne attempting to improve that condition.
Threlkeld knew 'that there were many who would banish me from the
Colony and prevent every attemnt of a Missionary natur‘:elgQ Besides

the opposition of the free settlers, Threlkeld alsoc had to cooe with

the presence of the convicts, Perhaps his assigned servants felt, as

did those of the missionary G.A.Robinson in Van Diemen's Land,

. - 2
resentment at the attention lavished upon Aborlglne%.l Threlkeld's
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essigned servants sometimes acted in a way which undermined the role
of the Lake Macauarie Mission as a place of refuge - like Michael
Riley who conspired with the overseer to arrest an Aborigine for
whom & reward was offer%g? Threlkeld complained in 1838 of the
intractable behaviour of his essigned servants, and blamed it upon
the ‘present assignment system of assigning notoriocusly bad characters
tc small establishments, far from police Drotectio%?3 Of greater
significance was the proximity of Newcastle, the high concentration
of convicts there even after the penal establishment wss disbande&?a
and the opoortunities which the town pffered for the wrong sort of
contact with EuroDean%?S

Ancther factor which hamoered Threlkeld's efforts to evangelize
the Awaebakel tribe was the lack of officlal understending of the
needs of the mission, It was very difficult to provide work and
wages for Aborigines within the mission's budget, which in turn
made it difficult for Threlkeld to persuade them to stay near the
mission, One could be forgiven for thinking that the directors of
the London Missionmary Society wanted to do something for the
Australian Aborigines, but only if it cost nothiné?6 The financial
wrangles involved the mission in a change of location and of sponsor-
ship during its fifth yea%?7 In the end though, it was not sesttler
opoosition or lack of finance which closed the mission in 1841, but
a sharp decline in the pooulation of the Awabakal trib%?s Threlkeld
was prezching to an empty house,

The majority of settlers in the Hunter Valley helped to create an
unfavourable framework for the development of the relationship
between Aborigines and convicts. As landowners and farmers, they
were likely to find the territorial claims of Aborigines a nuisance

at the very least. They were unlikely to feel sympathy when Aborigines
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suoplemented their dwindling food resources from the settlers own
crons. As employers of cheap convict labour, the settlers cdid not
have sufficient need of Aboriginal workers to integrate large numbers
of them into the lakour force of the Hunter Valley, an arrangement
which would have reguired adjustments in outlook on both sides, As
locel officisls, important settlers were unwilling toc uohold the
government's policy of egual treatment for Aborigines, orobably
because of their prejudices es fermers and pastoralists, This was the
example set by the masters of assigned servants. The following
chapter aims to show how the relationshio between assigned servants

and Aborigines in the Hunter Valley grew within this background,



Chapter 4

Aborigines and the Settlement of the Hunter Valley

II - Assigned Servants

The encounter between the races in the Hunter Valley in the
early years of free settlement was particularly violent., The

urpose of this chaster is to examine the relationshkin between
Aborigines and the convict element in the settlement of the Hunter
Valley for its bearing upon the intensity of the racial cenflict,

Captain Foley, the officer in charge of the military detachment
at Newcastle during the Aboriginal attacks of 1826, wrote to the
Military Secretary that

21l those acts of outrage have been committed without
exception by Natives, who &re domesticated on the

very estates, where they hesve occurred, and not by the
incursions of unknown or wild tribes; every one of these
is perfectly and intimately known by names, they have
received amongst the Settlers, near whom they have dwel%.

This situation was not peculiar to the disturbances of 1826, of
which Foley was speaking. In his evidence before the 1835 Committee
on the Aborigines Question, Robert Scott said he had known many
Abcrigines return to tribal life after being with white men,

and what is still more lamentable, these very persons
have almost invarisbly been the instigators of, and
leaders in, the aggressions committed upon Europeans;...

Robert Scott is expressing e belief in the untrustworthiness of the
Aborigines which hzd begun to develop in the mind of the settler
from the ezrliest contact with Aborigines at Port Jacxson, and
which continued to influence settlers' actions into the latter

hzlf of the century. In north Queensland in the 1860s, fer instance,

there was a common helief that some Aborigines would always be

trezcherous, nd that it was necessary to keep them away from
cattle runs so they would not be able to take advantage of the
white man's numsricel inferioritg.

1. Foley to de la Condamire, 22nd September 1826 (in Darling to
Bathurst, 6th October 1826), Historical Records of Australia,
Series I, Vol XII, p.619,

2, Evidence of Scott, Report from thz committee, on the Aborigines
questiosn, 1838, Votes and Proceedings of the New South Wales
tegislative Council, p2.16-17.

3. N.A,Lbos, ‘'Aborigines and Pionsers at Port Denison,' in Henry

Reynolds (ed.), Bace Relations in North Queensland, Townsville,
1978, pp.55-57,
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Wnat were the oricins of this belief that domesticated Aborigines
were dangerous ? Richerd Sedleir,who like Scott was & resident of
the Hunter Valleg but unlike Scott was a sympathetic observer of
Atborigines, put the problem down to the treatment which they received
at white settlements,

We see stock stations extended amongst them where there
have been but a very few white persons, and those persons
heving shown a spirit of concilistion, have not been
melested; whereas, in other instznces, where, in all
probebility a different spirit had been exhibited,

This situaticn was not peculiar to the Hunter Valley, The Everetts
of Ollera station in New England aoproached the Aborigines with
symzsathy and resopect, learned their dialect and emsloyed them as
stockmen and servants, In conseauence they lived at peace with

the Aborigines at a time of great recial violence in the New England
distric%. Attacks by Aborigines on white settlers in the Bathurst
ares and Argyle County in 1826, similar tc those in the Hunter Valley,
were attributed to ill-treatment by stockmen and bushrangerg.

What was the composition of the white population in these
pioneering districts ? Throughout the colony, there wes a greater
concentration of convicts in the country areas than in the towns, a
distribution which tended to impose ccnvict attitudes and patterns of
behaviour more firmly on the way of 1life on the edge of settlemeng.
In the Hunter Vzlley this tendency was accentuated by the higher than
average percentage of convicts in the adult male population than any-
where s2lse in the colony except the Bathurst district, which was only
slightly greate?. To this must be added the legacy of the penzl
establishment at Newcastle where a tradition had been develaped of
a harsh administration, and, as far as race relations are concerned,
co-operation between that administration and the Aborigines against
the inmates.

Commandants' despatches indicate that during the transition period

4, AP,Elkin, 'Some Early Chaplains and Churches in the Hunter River
Valley,' Royal Australian Historical Society Journal, Vol ,XXIII,
Part 2, 1538, p,414,

5, Evidence of Sadleir, Reoort from the committee, on the Aborigines
question, 1838, .V,.&6 P ,.N,5.%, L.C., p.28,

€&, TI.C.Campbell, 'Settlers and Aborigines: The pattern of contact on
the New England Teblelsnd 1832-1863,' in I,McBryde (ed,), Records
of times past, Canberra, 1978, p.9.

7. Government Notice (in Darling to Bathurst, 6th May 1826), H,R.A.,
I1,XII, p.270.

8, ARussel Ward, The Austrelisn Legend, Melbourne, illustrated edition,
1578, pp.93-98.

S, T.M.Perry, Australia'’s First Frontier, Parkville ,159€3, p.136,

S




from penal establishment to free seitlement, the commandznts had

the locel responsibilty of assigning and withdrawing servants of
settlers in the valleys The significence of this is that, while not
all the convicts in the valley in the 'twenties would have been
recidivist Novocastrians, some at least would have seern the system
of discipline which operated in Newcastle, and the role nlayed in it
by Aboriginal trackers,

The motivation for mutual hestility has been establisheé} and

It

study of the situation in the 'twenties and 'thirties indicates that
nothing had chenged, In evidence for a select committee on the
Aborigines in 1845 David Dunlop, magistrate for Wollombi, noted the
continued aversion of the local tribe to anything connected with
convicts.

The men have an insuperable objection to wear any slep
clothing that resembles the convict dress; as an instance,
six pairs of trousers having the government brand, were
distributed by order of His Excellency, I could find none
in use at the end of one week; and the only_answer to my
inguiry was, 'no good, all same like croppy. [Eonvicz} o'

01ld aversions died hard. The spectre of the convict as the despoiler
of their women played a part in this, The later corresaondence of
the Bev.L.,E.Threlkeld provides evidence that the abduction of
Aboriginal women by convicts which he witnessed in his first years

as a missionary in the Hunter Valley was a continuing practice, and
others agreed with him, The women concerned were not always under
constraint - for instance the Rev,William Cowper requested permission
to marry an Aboriginal woman to an employee of the Australian
Agricultural Company at Strou%? However, cases of abduction seem

to have been more numerous. Governor Bourke believed it was the
chief cause of racial violence in the colony as a whole, and in 1837
issued an order prohibiting whites from forcibly detaining Aboriginel

wome%e The servants of the Australian Agricultural Comoany were

19, BGillman to Goulburn, 8th September 1824, Colonial Secretaries!

In Letters, Re Newcastle, 1834-1826, 10 Volumes, 4 Rolls microfilm,
Mitchell tibrary in association with Newcastle Public Library,
Local History Library, Newcastle Public Library, Vol.8, Rcill 3,

i1l. 5ee cheoter 2, pp.31-44,

12, Evidence of Dunlon, Select Committee on the Condition of the
Abcrigines, 1345, Votes and Proceedings of the New South wales
Legislative Council, p.972.

13, R.H.W.Reece, Aborigines and Colonists, Sydrey, 1374, p, 206,

14, ibid,, p.53.
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particularly imsliceted, Sir Edward Parry mentions severel examoles
of ill-treatmsnt of Aboriginzl women in 1832 and 183%? In 1838, to
the consternation of the directors, BGiops warned that the company's
servanis would be withdrawn if Bourke's order were not strictly
enForceé? That there was some substance in Giops' complaints is
incdicated in a letter written by Threlkeld in May 1838, relative to
the alleged abduction ‘and murder of three Aboriginal women teken
from near Patrick's Plains to the Liverposl Plains by & comneny
drayma%? No wonder convicts were feared by the Aborigines withn

whom Threikeld came into contact, Wheﬁ he first srrived in Newcastle
the missionary commented that many chose to cams asround his house at
night for protectio%?

The trines of the Hunter nad other reasons for fearing the convicts,
In the earliest years of settlement the Hunter Valley was a lawless
and dangerous place to live. A contributing factor was the inability
of the existing administirative machinery to keep pace with the influx
of population. Lieuternant Close comnlained in 1823 of the ranid
increase in masgisterial business end his inability to cone with both
this and his own wor&? The authorities caught up with abuses in ths
assignment system eventually, but in the meantime much damzge could
be done. In 1B24, Commandant Gillman informed the Colonlal Secretary
that William Hickey had been deprived of all his government men for
failing to feed them, so that they had been forced to suooort
themselves elsewhere, by fair means or foul,. DOther settlers had
allowed thzsir servants to work for themselves, The results of these
irregularities were ‘great depredztions on the better regulated Farm%?'

The most serious irregularity waes the presence of bushrangers, who
were a problem for Hunter Valley settlers throughout the period, At
least two settlers demanded an increase in the strength of the

constabulary on the Upper Hunter in 1825, to orotect against the

15, Sir Edward Parry, Early Davs of Port Steshens, extracts from
Sir Edward Parry's diery, prensred by Dungog Chronicle, no date,
0p.B87 & 124,

16, Reece, op.cit., p«l79, and Brownrigg to Glemelg, 22nd December
1833 (in Glenelg to Biaps, 12th January 1839), H,R.A.,I,XIX,

Dpe 745746,

17, Threl<eld to W,W,Burton, 23th May 1338, in Niel Gunson (ed.),
Australian Reminiscenges & Papers of L.E,Threlkeld, 2 Volurmes,
Canberfa, 19744 Vol.1I, p2.266-267,

18, Reminiscences 1825-1826, ibid., I, p.45,

19, Close to Brisbane, 11th December 1823, C,S,I.L. Newcastle, Vol. 6,
Roll 2,

23. Gillman to Goulburn, B8th Sepotember 1824, ibid,, Vol.B8, Roll 3.
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excesses of asslgned servants and bushrangeré} In 1847

the Rev,L.E.Threlkeld comolained to the Celonial Secretary of

a narty of bushrangers who were running riot in the Lake Macguarie

distric%?

What is the relevance of the presence of bushrangers to relations

between Aborigines and assigned servants in the Hunter Valley ? It

may well be that the anti-social activities of bushrangers were some-

times directed ageinst Aborigines, and that in turn the latter were

driven tc exact vengeance on assigned servants in genersl,

Commenting on attacks by Aborigines in the Hunter Valley in 1825,

Governor Darling feared that the conduct of the nzatives had 'not

been altogether unprovoxked; and being strict obhservers of the Law

of retalistion, I am informed that they never fail to exact blood

for bloog?' This sentiment is echoed by a Bathurst settler who

attributed the loss of lives in that district to the Aborigines!

'great dislike of bushrangerg?' It seems rather facile to accent,

. . 25 . .
as some historians haveé, the explanation for Aboriginal attacks on

the Hunter offered by the magistrates Robert Scott and Alexander

Macleod,

that the first cause of ill blood originated in a
communication between the Mudgee Natives and those on
Hunter's River. The Mudgee Blacks, it may be recollected,
were one of those triggs concerned in the outrages in

the Bathurst Districts,

Communication betwesen the Mudgee and Hunter tribes may have had a

triggering effect, but the first cause of Aboriginal hostility was

much more likely to have been similer conditions of lawlessness in

both parts of the colony., It is imoortant to be aware of the

21,
22,
23,

24,
25,

26,

Scott to Brisbane, 24th June 1825, McIntyre to Brisbamne, 3rd
September 1825, C,S5,1.L. Newcastle, Vol.9, Roll 3,
Threlkeld to Colonial Secretary, 22nd October 1843, Threlkeld

Pepers, I1, p.281,

Darling to Bathurst, 6th October 1826, H.R,A.,I,XII, p,609,.

Austreliesn, 14th October 1826, p,3 d.

Barry J,Bridges, 'On the Frontier of Racial Conflict: The Hunter
Velley in the 1823s,' Unoublished article, 1967 , pp.4-5, and
J.F.Campbell, 'The Genesis of Rural Settlement on the Hunter,'

A,AH,S5.dey VO1.XII, 1926, Part 2, pp.126-107, and M,M.Rule,

'Aelations Between Aborigines and Settlers in Selected Areas of

the Hunter Valley and thez Liverpool Plains 18703-1859,*' B,.A. (Hons.)
Thesis, Newcastle, 1975, p.23.

Report of Scott and Macleod, 3rd October 1826 (in Darling to
Bathurst, 6th October 1826), H.R.A.,I,XII, 0p,610-612, p.610.



sequence of events to aooreciate this point., Attacks by bushrangers
in 1825 had been in thez lster months of the yeag? The ringleaders
were caatured by Decembe%? Scott and Macleod's reoort on the racial
violence of 1825 is dested 3rd Dctober and states that ‘these
circumstances have all occurred within the lest ten monthg?' In
other wordes, attacks by Aborigines began an the heels of a serious
outbreak of bushranging in the Hunter Valley,

The very earliest gangs of hbushrangers in the Hunter Velley in the
'twenties consisted of assigned servants without leave and escanees
from the penal estzblishments at Newcastle and Port Macquarig? men
who had good reason to fear the sight of any Aborigine as & motentizl
captor., The lstter continued in the established role of trackers
which had been essumed under the commandants zt Newcastle and Port
Macquarie. It would be tedious to enumerate in detail all the
evidence of Abprigines assisting police and individual settlers to
canture bushrangers and escaped servants. Suffice it to say they
made themselves very useful throughout the distric%} thus perpetuating
the perception of the Aborigine as the convict's enmemy, The response
of the bushranger 1s predictable, In his annual resort on the
Ebenezer mission in 1840, the Rev.L.E.Threlkeld mentioned the
indiscriminate hostility of the gangs of bushrangers on the loose
in the Hunter Velley, who 'avowed their intention of shooting every
black, lest they should track them ou%%' The determination which lay
behind this decleration of intent may be inferred from the treatment
which this gang, the 'Jewboy Gang,' dealt out to white men who had
garned their. hatred, They are said to have flogged a Mr,Macdougall
because 'he had been very fond of flogging whilst an overseer of a
chain gang, ' indeed they made a prectice of flogging anyone they came

across who had ill-treated convictg? A story from Van Diemen's Land

27. See footnote 21, and members of the Council to Brisbane, 6th
September 1825 (in Brisbane to Bathurst, B8th October 1825, H.8.A.,
I,XI,»0,8958-859,

28, Acting Governor Stewesrt to Besthurst, 12th December 1825, H,R.A.,
I,XII, pp.B5-86,

29, AReport of Scott and Macleod,<§ee footnote 25} p.tl2,

39, W,Allan %Wood, Dawn in the Valley, Sydney,1972, pn.82,

31, J.,F.Campbell, on.cit., pp.135-106, and Clouten, op.cit., 0.58,
and Parry, oo,cit., pp.28, 63-64, and Threlkeld, Circular letter,
8th October 1828, Threlkeld Papers,I, ©5,59-170, and Threlkeld to
Thomson, 29th December 1847, ibid., II, p.287, and Robert Dawson,
The Present State of Australia, lLondon, 1831, p.299,.

32, Threlkeld tc Thomson, 31lst December 1840, Threlkeld Papers, I, p.167,

33, Pat Hamoton, 'The Convict Bushranging Era in the Hunter Valley,'
Ressarch paper, University of Newcastle, 1575, p.7.
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provides & parzllel to the rezaction described by Threlkeld and
indicates how a fear of being aporehended could arcuse a fierce

eand active antagonism which went beyond simply countering & threat.
While on the run from Port Arthur, the bushranger Martin Cash learnt
that the government had sent for two black trackers from New South
Wales to hunt out himself and his comoanion. Cash determined
accordingly ‘to rid the colony of the black demons at all events..?q
Given the pcpularity of the bushranger as a hero figure for more
law-abiding or less desnerate convictg? it is reasonable to assume
that some of the bushranger's hostility towards Aborigines rubbed off
onto his convict admirers., Assigned servante often helped bush-
rangers to commit crimeg§ Aboriginal trackers hindered, We can
conclude that stories of bushrangers and assigned servants ill-
tresting Aborigines are likely to have been well-founded and thet
some of the motivation spreng from the help Aboricines gave the
authorities in catching escapees.,

S50 far the experiences shaping attitudes of convicts and Aborigines
to each other are not essentially different from the forces at work
during the period of the penal establishment at Newcastle, When the
convict became a shepherd or stockman responsible to a master, new
pressures were exerted upon both Aborigines and convicts. A
shepherd might find himself responsible for a guantity of valuable
livestock, in unfamiliar surroundings where companions were few or
none, The Aborigine in turn found his familiar hunting grounds
invaded by the white man's strange animals which competed with the
native fauna for the food supsls? In 1821, there were just 236 head
of cattle and 376 sheen in the Hunter Valley. By 1828 these numbers
had risen te 46,805 and 119,391 respectivelg? The Hunter Valley was

a green and fertile region and suoported an abundance of game and in

34, Martin Cash, Martin Cash, Hobart, 1870 ,[?961 repriég, Ppe 104~
176,

35, Ward, ooz,cit,.,, pp,177-=183,

36, Threlkeld to Colonial Secretzsry, 27th November 1840, Threlkeld
Pepers, II, p,284, and Hampton, op.,cit., p.7,

37. A.P,Elkin, 'Aeaction and Interaction. A food gathering people and
Eurooean settlement in Australia,' American Athropnslogist, Vol.53,
No.l, 1951, p.l1l66,

386, Perry, op.cit.,, p.132,
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. . . . .39 .
turn & reletively high pooulation of Abcrigines, until the arrival
of the white settler, The dispoossessed Aborigines retzlisted,
according to Alexander Hzsrris,

as there is more or less ocoortunity of retsliastion.,.
Consequently, those chiefly exposed tc their violence
are those who live farthest inlapg where the white
population is extremely scattereg

The attacks by Aborigines during the violence on the Hunter in 1826
were confined to the more isclated settlements inland, and thus fell
more heesvily upon assigned s=rvants than free meﬁ} The effort of
calling the military from Newcastle was wasted, for by the time the
detechment arrived the Aborigines responsible had vanisheé? This
was not a unigue experience in the history of Euraopesn contact with
Aborigineg? and it was a situation which rendered military orotection
useless unless it was constant, How insecure must the stockmen and
dreymen have felt who set out, to borrow Robert Scott's evocative
phrase, 'travelling the long and lonely road from Dr.Bowman's uowardg?'

How did isolated convict workers react to such attacks ?7 In the
early settlement period, it was nct unknown for a shepherd to be
punished with the lagh for the loss of a sheeg? so that even a theft
was of personal concern to the assigned servant. When an Australian
Agriculturzl Company watchman was speared at one of the outstations
in 1830 &fter refusing to give flour to a party of about twenty
Aborigines, the insecurity of the assigned servants at Port Steohens
was such that they asked Sir Edward Parry to double the flocks,

arry not only acceded to the reguest, but gave the shenherds muskets
as wel%? The consequences of frightened men entrusted with firearms
have been described by David Denholm - violence beczme more, not less,
1ikel§? - dnd Parry had not heard the last of attacks on shepherdg?

The feeling that an atteck was at any moment imminent was no doubt

responsible for much of the bad blood between assigned servants and

39. David R.,Moore, 'The Prehistory of the Hunter River Valley,'
Australian Natural History, Vol,16, No,5, March 1969, p.l66,
and John Oxley, Journals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of
New South Weles, [1820] , Adelaide, 1964, p,296.

47, Alexander Harris, A Guide to Port Stephens in New South Weles,
the Gclony of the Australian Agricultursl Comaany, London, 1849,
Pa.71,

41, Report of Scott and Macleod (see footrote 26).

42, Foley to de la GCondamine, 22nd September 1826 (in Darling to
Bathurst, 6th October 1826), H,R,A.,I,XII, p.517,

43, David Denhclm, The Colonial Austrelians, Hermondsworth, 1979, p.35,

4¢, Aeoort of Scott and Wacleod (see footnote 26) p,610,

45, Wood, op.cit., D,243,

a5, Parry, on.cit., p.37.

47, Denholm, op.cit., D39,

a3, Perry, op.cit.,, p.1304,
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end Aborigirnes, 5uch fear, however, cannot be used to exnlain a
particularly horrible incident which was brought to light in-the
Port Steoshens area. On Wednesday 12th September 1826, in the Sydney
Suoreme Criwminal Court, John Ridgwey, Samuel Chiosn, Edward Colthurst
and Thomees Stanley (the latter in his abssnce) were indicted for the

wilful murder of Tommy, an eight year old Aboriginel boy, at Myall

River, All four, including Stanley who stood triel leter, were found
guiltﬁ? The story of the murder, the trisl, and the sentencing of
the murderers of Tommy is sn eoprocriate way in which to conclude
this study of reletions between Aborigines and assigned servants in
the Hunter district, It illustrates the way in which the relationshin
onerzted within the context of officiel end free settler attitudes
and practice and orovides a perallel to incidents elsewhere in the
Hunter Velley end beyond,

The four men were essigned servants in the emplaoy of Simeon Lorg?
snd were working in the Port Steohens arez as cedar getters, a class
which had early acquired a reputation for brutality against Aborigineg}
Unlike the first cedar getters in the area who had been under armed
guarg? these men were merely under the control of a superintendent,
Mr, Josenh Penningtog? and had sufficient freedom of movement to nlan
and carry out the murder of the boy whom Pennington 'had domesticated
in his hu??'

On the day of his disappearance, Tommy had been fetched from
Pennington'’s hut by Edward Colthurst with a promise of food,
According to Pennington, Tommy followed Colthurst to the men's hut,
and then agreed to go kangaroocing. Tommy got into the boat with
Stanley and Chipp, 2t which point Penmnington overheard one of the two
men remaining on the bank say, 'take care or the little Bugger will
jump over the bow of the Boat,' One of thoss in the boat reolied,

‘We will take damned good care of that.' Ridgway and Colthurst then

42, Sydney Gezette and New South Wales Advertiser, 23rd Seotember, 1926,
nDed a & b,

59, Frencis Shortt to Darling, 8th October 1825, C,5.I.L. Newcastle,
Vol,130, Roll 4,

51, See chaster 2, p.33,.

52, Evidence of Morisset, J.W,Turner (ed.), Newcastle as a Convict
Settlemznt: The Evidence before J,T.,Bigge in 1815-1821, Newcastle,
1573, n.58.

53, Dawson, os.cit., p.42.

54, 1loc,cit,
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dissnoaesred into the bush 'towards the direction the Bost would
necessarily take down the R/iver, as if to meet it -,

Pennington's evidence regarding the remarks made as Stanley and
Chiop were embarking with Tommy was corroborzted by Pennington's
assigned servant Daniel Woodhill. Woodhill provided other items of
evidence which indicated the men's guilt, 4e had been in the men's
hut before they set out, and said that Stanley had 'brought in some
wet curryjung Bark, saying to Crip [giEJ will this do, Chip [;ig]
answering, Yes that will do, if there is enough of it.,' The resort
of the trisl described this to be 'a bark used instead of rope for
various purposes,' When Woodhill later offered to accompany
Coclthurst asnd Ridgwsy into the bush, the offer was declined.

The susoicions of both men were aroused, Pennington's when the four
men returned within a&n hour, without Tommy, and Stanley was overhezrd
to say, 'don't say anything to him about it.' Stanley had read
Pennington well, for it was he who eventually reported the susnicious
circumstances to the magistrate Robert Dawson, when some days later
the body of Tommy was found in the river, Woodhill claimed to have
become suspicious a few days after Tommy's disappearance, when a man
of the boy's tribe celled to ask for him, and seemed dissatisified
with Stanley's reDl?? It was on the evidence of these two witnesses
and another assigned servant, that the four cedar getters were
eventually found guilty. In this case, the existence of white
witnesses had made the prosecution possible,

There really cen be no doubt that the four convicted men did commit
the murder, Joseph Pennington had actually overheard one of the accused
say, on the day of the murder, 'let us drown this little Bugge??' A
letter to Saxe Bannister the Attormey General, written by Simeon lLord’'s
business partner on beshalf of the men tacitly acknowledged their
guilt,

.e.from the great numbers of our Countrymen who have been
wantonly murdered and eaten by the savages at Port Stenhens
(of which I could furnish e fearful list,) an unhanoy, tho'
certainly a mistaken notiorn has prevailed among the Whites
in that guarter, thet it is no crime to kill these wild
peonle - Mr,Dawson will if required, confirm whgt I have
szid relstive to the prevalence of the delusion.

55, Depositions of Pennington, Woodhill and Burns, King V. Aidgway,
Chipp, Colthurst and Stanley, Clerk of the Peace Depositians,
Archives Office of New South Wales, T623/179 2&6/145, and report
of the trial, S5ydney Gazette, 23rd Sepntember 1826, p,3 a & b, and
Dawson, op.cit., p.42,

56, Desosition of Pennington, see footnote 55,

57, Francis Shortt to Bannister, 26th Sentember 182¢, C.5.I.L.
Newcastle, Vol,17, Roll 4.




The implication is that Chino, Stanley, Ridgway and Colthurst did
kill Tommy thinking it no crime to do so.

A significant asoect of the case was the apparent absence of any
motive for the murder, At the trial, the judge ‘'observed that the
court had in vain losked for enything like & motive which could have
induced them to perpetirate the Crimg?' and Saxe Bannister who was the
public prosecutor said later that ‘& more unmitigated case was never
presented to & court of justice..?9

The age of the boy, together with the fact that the men were four
in number, and not the only whites resident on the Myzll River, rules
out the possibility that the murderers were motivated by feazr of attack
by Tommy, The coocl way in which the decision to murder Tommy was
announced, the boy lured into the hut, and the piece of rope prenared,
make it clear that the murder was committed in a pre-msditeted,
coldblooded way. Dawson's explanation of the killing was that Tommy
had bszen put out of the way, on the confession of the murderers
because 'they were at variance! with the natives, and wanted to
prevent Tommy 'telling taleQP' I am inclined to doubt this
explanatiorni, There is no mention of such a motive in the
depositions taken before Dawson, nor in the report of the trial nor
in Francis Shortt's representations on behalf of the murderers, If
the latter could have claimed that they feared Tommy would have
hetrayed their wherezabauts to an ambush, for instance, they might
have received more symoathy from the court, Presumably such a
motive would have gone better with them than none at all,

Nevertheless, Dawson's statement thzt the four men were 'st variznce '
with the Port Stephens Abcorigines ir a gen=2rel weay probably comes
close to the truth, The poor relations between cedar getters and
the Aborigines, especizlly the Worimi of Port Stephens, have been
establisheg} So too have the activities of these same Aborigines

in picking un escaoees from Newcastle and later Port Macquarig?

58, Aenort of the trisl, Sydney Gzzette, 23rd September 1826,
p.3 a & b,
59, Saxe Bannister, Humane Policy, [EBSEJ , London, 1968, p.,ccxlii,
62, Dawson, op,cit,, p.43,
61, See chapter 2, pp.31-35.
62. See chapter 2, pp.33,38-39,
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What might not Stanley, Chinp, Ridgwey end Colthurst have witinessed

during their time on the Myzll River 7 or even themselves

exoerienced 7 It was not unknown for the cedzr getters of Part
tephens to try to take to the bush or the high Seag? It is passible,

as A.T,Yarwood has asrgued, thet acte of incdiscrimincte vioclence agzinst

Aborigines such as the killing of Tommy, may have been the nroduct

of the runewsys' ‘'vivid dreams of the vengeance they would exact one

day if Aboriginal wvictims ceme into their powe??" It is elso

possible that the motive of personal vengeance was not necessary

- givern the cohesive nature of convicts as a social group, a

generalised hostility end the percestion of the Abcrigines 'as part

of a hostile and repressive environmen%5 may have been motive enough

for the murder of Tommy.

What were the conseguences of the murder of Tommy for white-
Aboriginal relations in the Port Steochens area 7 Clearly the
Aborigine who had guestioned Stanley on the disappearance of Tommy
had taken work back to his reletives and the process of punishing
a member of the white man's tribe went into effect, Robert Dawson
rencrted that at a hut on the Myell River, he had found a white man
who 'had been hewn slmast to pieces' as revenge for the murder of
Tomm9§ This 1s an examnle of an 'cutrage' committed by Aborigines
acquainted with Eurooeans, How many other attacks on white men
were similarly motiveted ? "As Bovernor Darling suspected, the
Aborigines of the Hunter may not have been 'altogzsther unprovokegz'
and Dawson claimed that apnzrently motiveless acts of violence were
a common occurence and were the direct causé of Aboriginal asttacks
in the Port Stephens areg?

Commenting on the case of Tommy, Saxe Bannister szid 'that the
partial influence of locel white feelings prevents the execution of

Justice by ug?' How did white men in the Port Steohens district

63, Mirfield to Superintendent of Convicts at Newcastle
18th January 1824, declarations of 7 assigned servants, 24th
January 1824, declerations of 11 assigned servants, 7th February
1824, C.5,1I,L, Newcastle, Vol.,?7, Roll 3,

64, A.T,Yarwood, 'Convicts and Aborigines: a fresh look at the causes
of violence on the Austrelian frontier,' unoublished articile,
University of New England, June 1982, p,22

€5, 1ibid,, p.23.

66, Dawson, oz.cit., pp,79-83,

67, Darling to Bathurst, &6th October 1826, H,3.A,,I1,XII, p.629,

68, Dawson, op.cit., p.83,

£5, Bennister, op.cit., p.ccxlii,
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effect the course of justice in this czse 7 It was through the
actions of Josszh Pennington and Raobert Dawson that the four men
were prosecuted in the first place. Pennington had tzken the
trouble to report his susnicicns, despite his fear of the
murdererg? Dzwson had teken the trouble to go up the Myall
River to make inguiries and arrestz} Both considered the effort
worthwnhile and necessery on behalf of an Aborigine, How different
to the obstructive attitude of the megistretes in the Lowe case, an
attitude which was a decisive factor in the failure of the
rosecutioZ?

It is ironic that Robert Dawson should have besen partly responsible
for delazys which orevented the execution of the originzl sentences
on the four men., Initially, Chipp , Colthurst and Ridgway had been
sentenced to death, but the sentence on the two latter men was
commuted to transportation for lifg? The execution of Chiop was
suspended until the arrest and trial of Stanley, who was also in
due course condemned to deatZ? The plztform for the executions hed
already been erected at Port Steshens, when circumstances arose which
promoted Dawson to ask the governor to nostoone the executions,.
During an intertribal disnute on the Myall River, one shepherd had
been spesred and another robbed, In the interests of impartiaslity
Dawson felt it was necessary to find the foenderg? Dawson's
expedition was unsuccessful, and on returning to Port Stephens he
was informed that Chipp and Stanley had been spareg? the Executive
Council having decided in April 1827, after a delsy of seven months
since the trial of Chipp, that 'both priscners should be removed to
the hulk to await the decision of H.M. the King?'

In the event, no executions were carried out. Bannister was
particularly criticel of the 2arts played by Robert Dawson and

o
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Governor Darling., The criticism of Dawson seems unfair. Darling,

73, Dawson, op.cit., p.43,

71, ibid., p.76.

72, Chanter 3, pp.52-51.

73, Darling to Bathurst, 8tn October 1826, H,R,A,.,I,XII, p.632,
74, Note 77, H.R.A,,I1,XIII, p.B858,

75, Dawson, on,cit., pp.232-233.

76, ibid., P.252,

77. Note 77, H,R.,A.,I1,XI1I,p.B858,

78, Bannister, oo.cit., p.ccxliv,




on the other hznd, seems to have been influenced by tre interest
which the public took in the casg? rather than a concern for
impartiality which promsted Dawson's actions., The indecision of
the governcr was clearly a decisive factor, when this case is
compared with that of John Kirby, who was tried and executed in
less than two months from the dete of his crimg? Both cases
illustrate how the conseaguences of the violence between Aborigines
and convicts denended upon the actions of persons not involved in
the relationship,

Another important comparison is with the case of Nathaniel Lowg}
Although both events took place in the Hunter Valley, the outcome of
the two trials wes of significance for race relations in New 5South
Wales as a whole, The acguittal of Lowe, ancd the reprieve of
Stanley and Chipp were close enough in time to have had & significant
impact on the minds of the colonists. GSexe Bannister thought that
'with such practices prevailing, in regerd to the highest order of
crime, towards the natives,' it was not surprising that convict
settlement should have proved 'fatal to their existencg?' I cannot
agree with Barry Bridges that the effect of the trials of Lowe and
cthers was to introduce restraint into the white man's relstionship
with Aborigineg? On the contrary, the message of the trials was
surely that Aborigines might, despite officizl policy, be killed with
relative imounity. No wonder the seven stockmen executed for the
Myall Creek murders in 1838, while rot denying their guilt, °‘thought
it extremely hard that white men should be put to death for killing
Blackge'

Althcugh the story of the Myall Creek Mzssacre does not belong to
the geocgranhiczl limits of this study, no study of race relations in
New South Wales in this pericd cen afford to ignore it since it was

a oroduct of conditions common to 211 the country districts, and has

7%, Derlinc to RBathurst, 13th May 1527, H,R.A.,I,XIIT, p,301,
82, OChapier 2, pp.41-43,

81, Chapter 3, pp.45-51,

82, Bannister, oo.cit., p.coxli.

83, B8ridges, op.cit,, p.21.

B4, Ginpe ts Glenelg, 19th December 1838, H(R.A.,I,XIX,p,724,



& particular relevance to race relations ia the Hunter Vzlley
because of the proximity of the valley to the Nev Englard disirict
There are interesting similarities between the Myzll Creek case and
the Tommy czse, Both cccurred in plzces where indiscriminzte
violence ageinst the indigenous posulastion was a well-estsblished
tradition, The Rav,L.E.Threlkeld gave evidencz to the 183& Comwittee
on Aborigines of & number of massacres by whites in the Liverpool
Plzins and New England districtg? Both the Tammy cese and the
Myz1ll Creek case invelved convicts as the perpetrators, taniey
and his mztes were all assigned servants, 0Of the twelve Myall Creek
murderers, one wzs free and unconvicted, the rest were assigned
servants or ex:ireeg§ In both cases the murders were committed
ageinst oeaceable &nd defencelsss people. Tommy was no ohysical
threat to the cedar getters, and the victims of the Myall Creek
Messacre were mostly women ang childreg? Both cases appear to have
differed from others in the same districts only in that they were
brought to light by the unusual concern and effort of free settlers,
In the Myzll Creek case Pennington was paralleled by Superintendent
Hobbs, who informed Henry Dangar, on whose run the massacre had
occurred, and the magistrate at Muswellbrook, Edward Denny Day,
Like Dawson, the latter proceeded up country to investigate, desnite
the enormous distsnces involveg? Far from being unique, the
murderers were merely unlucky that the circumstances which in
general osermitted convicts to vent their hostility towards Aborigines
unchecked, hzd not for once operated.
Given the similerities between these two cases, and the reasonable
conclusian that they were quite representative of the convict resnonse
to Aborigirmes, what conclusions can hbe drawn zbout the influence of
convict attitudes in the Hunter Valley on rece relations in the later
settled district ? The Liverpool Plains and New England were the
85, Evidence of Threlkeld, Report from the Committee, on the
Aborigines Guestion, 1838, V.E& P., N,5.W. L.C., p.23.

86. Yarwood, op.cit., po.l13-14,

87« ibid., n.ll.

88, Brian W.,Harrison, 'The Myall Cresk mzssacre end its significance
in the controversy over the Aborigines during Australia's early

souatting period,' B,A. (Hons,) Thesis, University of New
England, 1966, p.l2,



logical nlace for Hunter Valley settlers to extend with their flocks
and herds in times of drought, or when stock numbers increaseg?
Hunter Valley settlers such as Henry Dangar, Joseph Threlkeld, and
the Australian Agricultural Company continued in the Northern
district what hsd been begun in the valle?? With them went their
gssigned servants, like the Australian Agricultural Company drayman
suspected of murdering one or more Aboriginal wamen on his way nortg}
There seems to have been & constant movement of men and stock across
the ranges from the early 'thirties. The Australian Agricultursl
Company, for instance, established 2 practice of bringing sheeo down
from the Peel River to be shorn at Stroug? With them the assigned
servants took the hatred of Aborigines which hed been learnt in
person or by report from the exoeriences of the penal estahlishment
end the early settlement period in the Hunter Valley.

It cannot be argued that vioclent contact between assigned servants
and Aborigines either in the Hunter Valley or elsewhere in the
colony was entirely the result of the Aborigines' role as trackers of
escapees, Fear of isolation and ambush, fear for the safety of the
master's oossessions, the desire to vent one's own humiliations on men
seen as inferiors, and the indifferent attitude of many free settlers
all played a part in determining the assigned servant's resnonse to
the dispossessed and demoralised Aborigine. These factors held true
for the colony as & whole, What distinguished the Hunter Valley as
the most violent arena of racial contact in the oioneering period
was the edge given to the convict's hostility by traditions
established at Newcastle, and which may well have become pzrt of the

convict's invisible luggage when he went elsewhere in New South Wzles.

89, Dawson, op.cit., p.382, and H,J.0.Green, *The Pioneer Settlement
of the Hunter River Valley 1821-1831,' M.A,Thesis, University of
Newcastle, 1875, p,vi.

93, *%,.C,Rowland,'The Life and Times of Henry Dangar,' R.A.H.S.J.,
Vol XXXIX, 1953, Part 2, pp.57 & 63, and Threlkeld Papers,II,
p.331, and J,F.Atchison, 'Port Stenhens and Goonos Goonoo - A
Review of the Early Period of the Austrelian Agricultural Comoany,'!
Ph,D, Thesis, Australian Nztional University, 1573, pp. 193-270,

51, Chanter 4, p.56.

92, Atchison, og,cit.,, p.274<-235,
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Conclucsion

In 1823, J.T.Bigge oredicted that in New South Wales 'the black
nooouletion will undergo a gradual diminution in proportion to the
advances of the white ponulation into the interio%.' This prediction
provet &s sccurste for the Hunter Valley as for anywhere else in the
colony. At the end of 1839, the Rev,L.E,Threlkeld said that he had
heard of only one Aboriginal birth in the district during the year,
and the child had been a half—castg. In the demoralisation of the
Hunter tribes which had followed on the white invasion of the velley,
tribel populations had dropoed dramatically, decimated by disease

and elcohel and by the abduction of women of childbearing agg. Those
that remained were reduced to the status of menisl workers and hangers
on around the towns and bigger estastes, partly or entirely denendent
on handouts of food, clothing and blanketg. The object of the settler's
indifference and contempt, and the convict's hetred had virtually

diszoneared from the valley,

{Unly in the short term had the contsct between the races been

beneficiel for anyone involved, The officisls of the penzl

1, J.T.Bigge, Report of the Commissioner of Inguiry, on the State of
agriculture end Trade in the Colony of New South Wales, [ZBZEH R

Adelaide, 19656, B83.

Threlkeld tc Colonial Secretary, 31st December 1839, Niel Bunson

n)
L]

(ed.], Australian Reminiscences < & Paners of L,E.Threlkeld, 2 Volumes,

Canberrs, 1574, Vol.I, p.160,

3, Threlkeld to Colonial Secretesry, 30th December 1837 and 31st
December 1838, Threlkeld Paners, 1, p2.137 & 144, and James
Backhouse, Extrzcts from the letters of James Backhouse, London,
1838, 0.124, and K.E.Tait, 'The Decline of the Aborigines of the
Lazke Macguarie Region in the first half of the 19th Century,’
Resesrch oazper, University of Newcastle, 1979, pp.2=3, and W,Allan
Wood, Dswn in the Velley, Sydney, 1972, 0,157, and Emily Caswell
to Cstherine Jackson, 19th October 1841, Caswell Family - -
Corresoondence, manuscrint, Mitchell Library, Ac.l147,

4, Backhouse, 00.Citey P.77,and the Rev.William Cowper,
28th September 1838, Report from the Committee, on the Aborigines
guestion, 1838, Votes and Proceedings of the New South Wzles
Lecislative Council, 9.57-58, and evidence of James Henry Crummer,
Select Committee on the Aborigines, 1845, V,& P,, N,5,W, L.C,.,
0.971, and Threlkeld to Colonial Secretary, 31lst Dscember 1840,
Threlkeld Pzzers, I, p.167, and B.A,Sokoloff, 'The Worimi:
Cunter—Gatherers at Port Steshens: an Ethnohistory,' B.A. (Hons.)
Thesis, University of New England, 1973, b.1l0,
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establishment, forced to cope with an unruly and discontented
convict pooulation, hed exzloitec the potentiel of the Aborigires
of the district es & meens of preventing convict escepes, The
Aborigimes in turn had benefited mzterially from the patronege of
the commzndznts et Newcestle, while &t the same time becoming the
ohiject of the ¢onvicts' feer and desire for revenge,

When the ineviteble explocitetiorn of the Hunter Velley ss farmin

{p]

lant occurred, Aboricines beceme more of & nulsance tc the
authorities then an assst. Although Aborigirnes continued ts heln
track escsned convicts end bushrangers, they reacted es elsewhere

in New South Wales to the presence of settlers on tribzsl lends, The
prejudices of most of the settlers and the esvailability of cheao
convict lebour workesd sgeimst the possibility thzt settlers andg
Aborigines might become economicelly useful to eesch other, and it

is probable thst many settlers geve their tecit eporoval when
acsigned servents ant the military remcved the nuisence by ascts of
violence,

The convict had leerned to see the Aborigines as asllies of the
authorities, and to hete them for it, After the Hunter Valley wes
ooened up to free settlement the traditiom was reinforced when black
trackers helped to erediczste gangs of bushrangers from the valley,
The resoonse of assigned servants and bushrengers to this
co-poeration between Aboriginmes and the authorities helps to exnlszsin
the intensity of the clash between black and white in the Hunter
Velley, Distznce from settlement, and the zttitudes of free settlers,
comnounded the oroblem. It msy well be thet pert of the motivetion
for convict brutzlity sgeinst Aborigines in New South Wales
generelly can be traced to the role which Aborigines assumed &t

oenzl settlements like Newcastle,
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