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“Old Margaret” of Lake Macquarie 
An old identity among the original blacks in this district is reported to be in a very feeble 
state – so much so that she is unable to travel into Newcastle for her usual yearly “blanket 
dole.” The aged personage in question is “Old Margaret” of Lake Macquarie, the last 
remaining representative of the Lake aboriginals. It will be recollected that some time ago 
from representations made to Sir Henry Parkes, a portion of ground on which she and 
some of her children resided, near the Lake entrance, was granted to her for her lifetime.  
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