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| ABORIGINAL RELICS

Ethnologlst Pleads for

Protectxon

Legwlatxon mmnlar -to the Flora \and;
Fauna- Acts. &ould be introduced in Aus-
tralig to pro fpema Ities for people who
damaged relics o Austrahaa old ‘civilisa-

on, eaid .Mr. - ~“McCarthy, at 4

ting -at Newcastle City Hall last night,
arranged by the Anthropological Socxety
of Naw South Wales. ' Mr. McCarthy i
ethnologlst at the Austrahan Museum.

South - Wa]es, illustrating the -extent to.

scientist.. There had been some contro-

{versy about whether rock engravings found

in New South Wales were the work of -the
aboriginal race living now, but 'strong
evidence that they were the. work of the
present . Australian native was available,

~ Mr.”McCarthy said there were 18 or 20
stohe raisements in’ different parfs of the
State, These were thought ‘at first to be

built different types of cairus. - Abougmal
stone heaps had a ceremonial significance.
‘Mr. W, Enright spoke in support of the

in_ Australia be preserve ed.

cer in New Guinea, said the biggest thing.
in .the ‘life of a native in some of the
districts  of  New ' Guinea was fighting.
‘When that was - taken  from " him  some-
-thing had to' be substituted. -The Gov-
ernment had a big problem to- solve there.
The natives - 'had some amusing. customs.
‘When some evil. befell them .they decided

.| to determine the tribe or. person respon--
‘| .sible, using a gncturesque method, for
| the pntpose.

ey. cooked ceremonially
a small and’ Iarge pieces of sweet potato,
and, ‘the piece which was not cooked de-
noted the guilty tribe.

small (and therefore. well-cooked): pieces:

| fhen when the unlucky tribe’s turn. came
|'they: chose a large (and uncooked) fumy.

Ad further: pronf.of ‘the selected - tribe's’

| »uilt thev mirht cook some heans, which-

were exvected-to-pnn,in the. ditection of
the mnl‘ty party.. When the beans shot
in: all ‘direstions- it was eagy - to disregard
all _but- those whlch took the rlg’ht'

ydhe
‘ Mr McCarthv gave an. addreas on the |
xecords of . aborxgma] civilisation in New.

which -they gave information "to . the|

put there by suiveyors, but-the surveyors |

.plea’ that records of the o}d cmhsatxou }

My Croft, a Governmeﬁt Pitiol Offx-.).'

Wily’old men: were wont” ta take ad- |
| vantage of a tribe in:this manner.: They.
| demonstratively. extracted  three or four
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