e, Newcaslle Inuunuiice e o

‘M”” E mltteo, J‘rz ZG

{ Co  ABORIGINAL PLAKEWORK.
L@ir,—~The pressnce of aboriginal flake-
v'urk in- the Newcastle: district has
yeen known to'a few ot your observant
Mtizens “for. some tithe pasti. Collecting
a8 been' carrled out by thése kindred
aplrits, and, as usual in  such. cases,
friendly rivalry and keen Interest has
vesulted in the aggregation .of quite
@ remorkable vyariety of these ex-
;1mp]es of “aboriginal handiwork. Two
wenlous icollectors, Messrs, C. W, 1.och
ancl D. F. Cooksey, both of - Mayfleld,
.luwe gone so far as to map out the
disuéct indicating thereon the "different
“gites where flakework oceurs. Moreover,
‘fhay have carefylly drawn typical forms,
jand Prepaxed a monograph for publica-
tlon‘ Amongst some of the ‘aites we
*ﬂnd Ttrrildba Paddocks, Merewsther,
.Bir :and ;Redhead Beaches, The search
afOl‘ theae stone ‘implements is  very
itnsclnating, and while they are now
»found - in . comparative abundance, the
time 18 not far distant when, owing to
the' march of civilisation and progress,
'some, it not all, of these tlake sites will
be. no longer recognisable. The person
of average intellect knows, and it not,
(it 18 courtesy to inform him, that all
nations have gone through the stone
}lmplvment age. Hven our forefathors,
the *CeltR and ancient Britons, flaked
flint; and found it good fn the manu-
‘l'ucture of ‘tools and implements. The
#borigines held undisputed swiy over
oup fcur Commonwealth perhaps for
thousands. of years, .and in many parts,|b
especiqlly in this State, the ounly evid-lil
enve ‘of their occupancy is the flaked i1
]implements, s0 treely scattered about|h
‘their camp sites.. This being admitted,|k
Lhoughtf'ul citizens will regrut that yourlu
local c¢ivic amthoritieés-do -not” show &N
keeiidr Interest, and establish a museumlb
| to house these and other relics of an in-lci
teresting. ‘people, who Iiyed, loved, zmdo
died along the banks of the Huanter, and'm
the adjacont beaches. I am sure thescle
taforementioned enthusiasts would glad-Ji
.ly deposlt the best part of their colloLlC.
Itlum.; it such an institution were estab.! 'l
-1ished, . At the {ime of writing, lep
trustecs of the Australlan Museum have g,
;heen sefzed with the importance of thej.
‘stone fmplements of the Newecastle dfs- b
‘trict, that they have instructed me tof; in
colloct a representative quota from the, .
jdlfterent sites. Under the care of Mr.|.
{Cooksey, I have made several engrossing th
and protitable searches.” “One amuslnk.lc
lpxperlence might be related, even if melex
langh is against me, but retold with thelo
lobject: of fosterlng an Interest in thesel. !
‘matters. Thinking that the Chimz,o‘l
‘gardeners af Sandgate might have notic- :
ied theﬂe imp)ewents when turning over )
,the ground, 1 took some pains v explaln in
fall ahout them, and displaying varmus, tl
examples ~ to them, Imagine my dismay,®
‘when, pausing after a long dissertation,of
‘and fervently feeling that they thor-m
oughly understood, I was greeted with|tl
““Whaftor!” Many white folks expresa|®!
J|themselves in the same way, and loalqc‘
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ypon others who wiqh to add tu the sum
5¢ human knowledge as 8o many cranks,|a.
but an excursion with one of the fllnt t
;collectnrs of -Newcastle would cause|™
Jithem to meodify thelr opinion, and in
\al .probability Anduce some_to join up
{with "thpse who spend .theig spare time
“n sr\pch a profltablo wiy.
. W. THORPE,
"'}.' Ethno]ogis "Augtralian  Museuym.
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