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It ':nM ·. Awabnkal: dialect· ~"lls the flrst 
_ ot . the Austrn'lfal1 lat1guage" teducOd to 
t wrttfng and tts construction and gram.;. 
s . ma~ stud1erl. 'PI:lllolQ_gtstlf· a·re un:d.er a 
d idebt Of gratitude for t.liHt..t~ . the ~ey. 

1L. E. Threlkeld, a ,mtsslon;1ry· ··sent out 
6 !'a~.d fQr--a time< assisted fn: his work by 
n . tli~ London· Missionary S.qcle~y. · . · . . 
9·r .o'Mr .. Threlkeld had, prevt()t~sly·.·been t:n 
e ;the .Sotltb .Sea Islands,: nn.d brought to h.is . 
e itask ~n· .Jntellect. -tralned.·in. tlie· subjoc.t· 
8 o! Inngunge formation;' and sd his .work . 

:th .the · Awabakal d iale.ct startde .fiJrst>.. in 
0· the. estlma'tfon or' phll~loglsts. Ii ts .l!luch 
1 ito. ,ho. regr'ette(l that. he died .before be 
·1had· ftnislll:'d his A. wabakal . lexicon. The . 

;)A_wabakals .. w~r'e · · ·a· ··branch···. or· ··the 
;grea.t :~coastal>. tribe r na.med · .Kurr}nggai, 
jwh~s.e bunting gr,ounds cxtende'd from .. the :1 Mac!eay River to· the coast south of. Syd'-

1 ney, an4 they ,wer.e $0 named by reasoJI 
; cit their hunting grounds",belng about the 

mouth. of 'the Hunter River, and ·aroun-d 
' the .g~:;eat Jake· which· they n"nmed• Awaaba. 
: . Scme ume abo~t 1816 .'or. 1&17. Gov~rnor 
.

1 

Dn.~lllan . Mncqu~rle . vlsltod tbeso par. tS", ] 
1 and· ~hanged the name of. the lake 'from 
· Awaa.ba:. to Lalt{} Macquarfe. At that time 
:lnn'il for manY years after thf' Island In 1 
. ,Lake MacqH~rie y:as knoWn 1\S n~oytrong e 
r!conupted hv the White. !nva(fe-M into · 
; 1••n•ury-you1·-own/'.· and. as ''BIIrY·YOUr· . 
· own'' it was. known until quite recent · 
·!timeR.· · .· . · I Pttlba, or Bnlbn., IS' tho Awabaka.1. gen- ~ 
·I eric term tor island; , Any island w,as 
· ca.lled pulha or bulba. It ts Immaterial · 
!whether "P" or "ll" Is used as the 
lint tial letter, tor Threlkeld ·lays It down 

. [In hfs grnmmar that the b:lacks' pro-

. In un<'iat!on · of "b" ·and "p" · ·was· nci't as 

. :r,wunded in .Erigllsh, but .. was· a· combinf'd · 
; !'lottnd whichi was a. mixture of both 
!sounds. · . . 

: ~ Tn <l!Acnrdlng tho orlg!nai name, I do 
, !not think the nulba trustees acted wi~ely;, ~ 
iThe pronunciation given to Mr. Talbot 
1by the 1 ~st A w:;~.bnkalln, Margaret; "Was .. 
ino duubt correct, but It is possible Mr. 

· jTalbot did not quite get the pronuncln"', 
. tlon. I knew Margaret; She was born 
iat Walong Creek and was educate-d in 
!Sydney and no doubt sh~ got the n.amc , 

1
correctly, but Mr. Threlkeld, who spoke ~ 
;the Iangttage fluently, writes It as ending, 
pn tho ·nasal' sounn "ong," just as t,.ho 
,flnal·s~lnhlc .. tn .Watong is sounded. Sfr. 
··~Talbot ')"rites or Ma.rgaret'. as .•'Queen" 
Margaret~ Ther~ were . no kings' ·and 
queens amongst the Austra.lhi.n · aborigi
nes until the advent of· tho English. The 
blacks owned everything' in .c·ommen, and 
were. riill"d by tile elders' of the .tribe. It 
was .the cldar ·men or tho ·tribe who held 
the 'traclitlbtiS and the' rltua:l or the va.rl- -· 
ous ceremonies, who enforced tho laws, 

· and passe.d oil 'their know.t·e<.Jge to th'o 
YOUDJ!I"IDt'n. . '·.. . • ' "·· · · · . 

It is u. pity that In giving names to 1 
· locn'lltlt~s, rnllwny stnttons, and. streets 
ln...otir~uatr.alian. to:W:n.s.......tlla.L.we ... ~<Lno 

· make more uEe or nnmM that are either 
blstorlca I to ·\Js ·or Australian. 


