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· The dlacovery Cff human .bonea ... ~)'. the .. 
. wurkmon ena:aso4.Jiln·:.~ti:o loxc:avaUonti for 
the .. or,ct.lon: 9t .-Mrt\. · · ·l$_peilcer'a · ptc£uro' 
tho&~-- ·. 9n the . .,_ta . 'bt • the old-- Borough 
M&J'ltets · in~ I:J:unter~ostre'et,: Nf)W'castle, has 
naturally ra:ifledt,sql!lf curiosity respecting. 
the· 11arly h1stO..P7Lo'C the area.. · .. 

" \\'ltli · « .vi~)V • 14·1Lscer'talnlug ali· nccur-
. ately us posstbll"\i2het&cr.t·ho.iUto'waa .or-· 
' IR"Inally a cemeC~1l~ rellrtaontntlvo. or 

tne "Nowcdtle. !tl~rhhls• HO.r.uld''. yo.stor
day lntervle\ved1.:to:v~f.ltl ·old ro~ldents' of .. \ 
Ne.\yeastle upO'B'~~~e · -~.l!bJect. · 'The ta~t 

,that human ·remains;· properly lnterrd"d 111 
a- cotnn. and: lalc:l'c;o'ut • ac~ording to the or.; 
thodox rftes. od,clirlsQan' burkl.l, suggest• 

''!'t'l""tlt~lfO!Bf'b,lt.Ci~ tl'tlft"'th~"!~tr-11 
\'ery ~arly. periOd,Jiort'lon of thO: old Christ 
Chur<:h burta.l~ cro1ind ln which the .New
eastle Cathedral pow stands..· This aupl)o..
altfon. w'aa; llowevet,. completelr negatlv.cd. 
by the perso.n,. epoken to. ,. bo In each In
stance• were t,.11lte. clear, !rom their talks . 
wlth',NewcuUe's plol\~r setUer~ ·,'that 
whfle. It , \\'lB prob'abli usod :as a burying 
place bY,. ~e ·a~or!(;tn~•. It "'as .,never· :at. 
any . time a 'recognised .cemetery ~f th:e 
earlr se~tlers ·ot tho· district. . . · 
. .Mr. Colin 'Chr:-tst,e, a. fo~et Ma.yor of 

the city, and ·who has -been Identified with, 
Its movementll .alnee 18ft, ·when ho settled · 
In .New:~astl(l• aald .tthat to. his own recol:· 
lectton.e. and· !rqm · wtlat he . bad learned 
from. tho ver:r. «!8rJy 8Cttlen the ·slto or 
tho old mllrkc,ta was never a part of tho 
catb('ldral conieterr~ Tho old Christ Church 
Was 'built I~ ;the . ~a.r 1617,' 6Dil 't t was 
P-t;Obable that,. prior to t:ba( . .periOd,- the 
·cnuerwhlcb ·had- been receiitl'y resu.rrec-:-. 

ted had been burled .. upon 'the· spot; as one· . 
. unused and co1i~~lent.; by ·the abOrigines·' 
and . by': soma·· of 'tho · nfr ·early Bc.t.uns.. · 
Wtth· regard to the-·. discovery ~n 'WedneiJ~, 
day; cr the r'omalns .• ot what. was Presum.:. 
nt-Ii .a white man, he was lnctlned to i.he· 
optnlon that.. It was ·tbat or ·a soldie-r' IIi · 
serVice In the early period wht'n the whlto 
,popu.lat. ~o&·· · ,\vaiJ chl<'ftf. attached. to the .1~. • 

· perlal ·se .viet-. The ·site ·where the New"' 
. castle Sell ol. or Arts now stunds was· th~n· 
. 11 blaclcs• camp, and It ,w,as ald.o tb~ to- . 

· caUot1' of Newcastle's original pound, · 
. Speak1n~t of: 1~9; Mr.- Christie . safeS that 

the' ten~e•·was then ·standing, tboug~· tho·· : 
plac.-t' ·was not In use ns fl.'. poun'd, . · lie was· . 

· aw~re that blacks ,hn~t been burl~d on·tht" 
•8)1~ whore t,bq. norough ·' ~arketd' Wt-rt 
built maqy Y.ears lntor, but he bad 'tl.ovor 
hc:!ard or tt having been used IUJ a bUr)'tns 

• ...ground-.for-whlto-pooplO-ThO-proaump .... 
tlon was, howcwer,· thn.t . .Jt bad 'been so. U£cd 
In the plonoer · da,.S ·prior to the , yenr 
.1817, when Christ Church was erected, 
Ce>r as t'ar ·~ ho was n.wn.rc-ond ~lleveij • 
-'floro vtas -nQ ~rca previously sot apart 
as a cemetery. The llmJt of tho catbod'ral 
grounds .was d'lstlnctly romemhered b-y Mr. 
christie 'as being on tho :~orih at the 

' l<tn~-t4trf!ct, border.· ·nnd It never extend..: 
cd 11cyoJid that. He was quito certain that 
.It n.ovot t<•O~ in the a.rt'a: In whl~h th& 
huml\I\ remains wore re<:o':ltly f\lun1l. He 
could· not. remember \vben tho stone re• 
tnlnlng wnll was built, which still t'lt• 
tBIR, and l'epar:~.tes· u·.H~ old ·cemetery· from 
Kln~t-strnct. Tho Indent In tho wnll \\"118 
made for. tho purpose oC erP.r.tlng a sta'lr
"Y.·:~.r lf"Il".muntca.tlog wttll tho pathway run
nlt\.g thr\'UJZ.h tho church ynrc1. Nowt'a'stlo 
wM etltnhllll'lled In uos, n.nd it. \vas' q'(J'Ite · 
J)'l'obilblE' that· tho relllntns c•r tho whlto 
mnn w"s ono of tho· ftrst settlers-soldier 



could not r.etncmbor '"llcn Uto stone re· cu 
1 t.nlntn~ willl was built, wht.ch still ex· 

Jstfl, ahd !lcpar~tes lf1e old ·cemetery from dl' 
' J<:!n~t·strnct. Tho Indent In tho wall was Sc 

mad\' tor. tho purpose or er~tr:tlng a stair-. nc 
'\nrr \Jmmtinlcatlng with tbtl pathway run
ult\g 't'br<'Ufth the church yard. Newcastle .. 
wu estahit"hed In 1eos, o.nd tt. wtia' q'titte 

t pro!)o.bl"' that· lho remains oC 'tho whtto 
~ man ·:Vas ono .of tho ftrst settlors-soldler 01 or ctvmnu--en~mgc~ lti tho ptonecr ·.work " 

of ff!e city. ~fr. Chr1stlo; who ·hns •many 
1 1.•o:'lka, cuttings, a.nd reterenc~s or the VNY lt 
11 e>nrlJ' hlstor:v of tll-. Newcastle dlRtrtct, 11 
'1 P~uched dtugentay, t>ut could not flnd any 0 

0 data that-bore ·upon the subjeet, or would ~ 
0 _,, ...... • . .. ll 
0 clucldotlon. ' " 
~ Mr. Pt>ter Strelt,-·or Istlngton, who. came 
• to Newcastle· tn 1857, and has·. remained 
• ·here QYer since. bore out Mr .. Cll.rlstle'i 
- V1ewR .IJV n ge~eral way-. He ~ttld .that he 
- hnd :trequontly. been .. told by old' .people C 
1, of the tlmo -that ,.tb.zy bwrled their dead 'I 

tri. any place v.fl!cb n~'peared 'mOst'sulto.ble,, .t 
s lind tllat, sometimes,_ was ln their gardens: f· 
tl :-.:o · SU'('h thing had happonOti Glurlng his v 
."': ~.wn Ume, but old settlers had vouehed· for, tl 
Y the. practlct>,-·and--'-.Sald -that·-lt-:·was: ~ .t 
~ ~n¥&nlE>nt-modeo-of-b~~la.l-.--a-nd-sa-v~--Ume- :.s 
"' und expense. They were a rongh, hardy t 
- <~11\SS, and not gfven to the· finer sonu- 0 

,f mcnts or tC·(my, bu·t they conducted their 8 

~ ~hrlals ~ecunUy nod honotJ.rabJy, :.~ond_ en- ~ 
.. ..c I oscd. , tl:lclr .. , do ad~· In .... oomns, .. &tlrongly .. -E 
~ though roughly made,_ an<l these were In· 
11 vnriahly given a draping . of black cloth. 0 
11 Tbls was-, prior to the cemeteries of the t 
- Anglican Church on the hill. or the other 
:___ _ccmeteriCS-at-Huntor-at.rcct---West,::..:...-ltr..-- _v 
~ Streit avowed that -lho site- of the ·New-: t 

..::n:stle ;·School of 1\rts ·~·a111 a. burying t 
It ground for . ,.._,e blacks, but he c<Juld not t 
8 f!<ay wl1etlt,cr the old market alto was simi· ~ 
d ·larly used, although It· was QUite probable; 
n especially &R bodies had been found there. .r 
d :\lr. Strrlt said that~ wbt'l':l he arrived In' ~ 
~ 1S57 the West End ... Cemetery· had just : 

hecn opened. · He remembered at tbe Urn~ 
j "old phmcerR of thirty nnd forty years llv- ' ; 
t ing In the·· place who rererred to the new I 
' ( t>meter1cs In suob a r1"1rnse ·as "What a t 

fuRs people make ·or. burying nowadays. 11 
1t 'r\"hy we }!Bed to nntJ a t-ax together,- and 

put them In the 1gronnd." 
8 'M,r11. J. · s. t:todgccrs wns lnterQ!3tlngly 
n romlniSC'<'nt when. ·spoken to o'ir(b_e sub- · 
___ ..J~!;.t.. Mrs. Rodgers Was·. born hi • New-

11 (:n~tlt' .72 years . itgo, on th9 spot . w~ 1l 
1t Messrs. ~cotta, Ltd."s bulldlngR now stllnd F 

at the 1:ornor ot I-Iu.:1.ter and l'erkin st.recta. v 
·The site was then occupied by her par· lw 

_ ~ntll, i the lat·e Mr. and Mrs. Howden. Mrs. 1 
g Howd'ien conducted • a general store, and J 
t Mr. · Hi>wden bad . hls .,engineering , and V 
e blncksmlth's1 shop 'at the 'rear.- ?drs. Rod· 1 
llf gcrs' recolh!ctlons g6 back well over 6•l J. 
d years, w)ien· as a chtld. she played on tJ •' 

h&,.bo\Jr frontage .and the IJ'OSI - ~-' . . t 
e where now· iltand many of the city's ,,,, ·!l 0 

t:~ Important buildings. ((iShe 'bact a distinct· 
g;. reconectlqn •. of Newcastle's earliest set- 8 

s - tiers, and bad often spoken to them ot I 
.a their e{lrly!.- history. Hunter-street was ~ 
w. not- ·then formed, and frequentl-y- ftho saw A 
Y cnrts sink up to 'their axles In sand when c 
n brln~tlng, coal from. Donaldson's pits, J 
Lt _wblch w~re situated at the tunnel beyond e 
:- --Mc-rt>wetber. "Hunter. atreet," sal'd Mrs. 
•f . Rodr•Jrs, ·•iWas· really a.. high bank, much h 
·0 after " the Carrington-rood when the n 
I- bridge exllilted: but nothing near ·so good. n 
n ·As a road It cou'd not be compared with 0 
n t!hc old·. darrtngton · · t.horougb.f~re. -The 1c 
~~- .public pOund stood· where .· .. Messrs.· D. e· 
tt' Cohen nnd .Compnny's· big warehouse now t 1 

1• at.nt\dl'l, ond n pnddocl< oxlstcd, upon tho h 
11 p-:·oRont lci<iat1on · ot the Newc:Rst1e School 0 
:n or ArtR. The tide came up to that point, 8, 
lt nnd 1\ snndyr·.beach ran: nlonlf .the harbour b 
11'-';..f.J!On_t_'.-.t~ .. the ... Queen's Wbarr, ,'Which wat. tl 

., .. .,,..,n·.,.,;t ..,,..,.,A "'"'""' nf ..,,. ,,.,,.. .,,_,. "' 



Mrs. J. ·s. nodgl>erB wns In crcletlngly 
ronilniS<'cnt ·when. spoken to on t.h.e "'"lnlb:
j~1t.. Mrs. nodgora Wl\8. born 'IIi , .New• 
c:n'ltlc .72 ycnra . ago, on th9 apot w~ b1 
M~ssrs. ~cotta, Ltd. 'a bulldln.~rK now stl'ria F1 

at tha c:orncr ot Hun.ter and l'erli:ln at.rectl. vi 
·Tho site was then occupied by her par· M 
()ntt~, tho t~·~ Mr. and Mrs. Howden. Mra. 11 

~~~~vd~~~~:~~~!~d·b~a ~~::~e::~::t:·. ::~ ~ 
bh\ckamlth'S• shop. at the rear' .. 'Mrs. 1\0d• 11 
gen.' rec$)1\t~cttons g6 ~ack well over 61' t. 

l years, when ·as a chtld she played oil tt .• 
hr."!'bour frontage .and the grass ~ )·• . . V 

( where now· stand many or the city's ·~" ·!I n 
, Important buildings. $She 'had" a distinct 
:: rccoHectlqn' or Newcastle~& earliest set- a 
I . tiers, and had often spoken to them Of fl 
' their e!lrly ..e history. Hunter-street was 
' not ·then formed, and frequentl-y Bhe saw ~ 
' carts :sink up to ·their axles In sand when 1'i 

C• 
brln~lng coal from. Donaldson's pits, J 

.. which were situated at the tunnel beyond. e 
Mc.,.t'wetber. "Hunter- .street,'' 11al'd Mrs.· 
Rodr•3rs, ·r.was really a. high bank, much h 

, after "' the (:!a:rrlngton-road when· the n 
bridge existed: but nothing near ·so .iood. n 

1 As a road It cou'd not be compare'd with 0 
: tibe old O~rrtngton · · thoroughfa;e. 'The I• 

.public pound stood where , Messrs. · D. e 
t. Cohen and Company's. big warehouse now t• 

stani)t~, and a paddock existed, upon the 11 

1 rx·esent location of the Newcastle School o 
I or Arts. The tide came up to thai point, 8 
t nnd n snridY·beach ran along: the harbour b 

on_t __ .t~ the. Queen's ·wharf,. which wa& t: 
a· squared . mound .ml\de of ballast. _The ,'J 
.nrca .uJion whfch the new picture theatrE! . b 
·Is being ··built ... In Hunter-street was an ·g 
unfenced paddock." · :Mrs .. Rodgers' re• n 

,. membrancc of the area was that It was a c 
!' bl~~: .. space 1'Unnlng . back .tor a consider·· S 

able dJstance. In those da~ there were s 
many blacks,, and they numbered nearly, t· 
01' quite; as many u the' wbtte popu'.a· 0 
tlon. She· always understood · that the t' 

1 aborigines were burled In the . paddocks. -n 
', . In the. vicinity of Hunter-street, but they 
! were ve'ry reticent as to the actual places 
' ~·here they· burled their dead. :M1'8'. Rod· 
' gers' had .. no retoliectlon . or any. white 

person ha!lift:Lbe.enc_b..Y.rlruLJn_th.e..:...pad· n 
·docks,· and had' never beard of· any such P 
Interments. She remembered the are'a of 11 

~ the, Churc.h ·of.·. Epgland cemetery,, whluh e 
t . prt&r to the :C'T'ectlon of the stone retain· 

tog \vail ·was fenced off. .Th·e cemetery 
was .always .confined to It~ J)t'esent boun
.d:~rles, nnd '·had· not -extended to the-a-tie 
· ct the old market buildings •. Her recol· 
lt"ctlons of t.he grounds was stl'l 'vivid, for· ~ 

- ·she· had .. frequently. 'been on· the gro~ · P 

- !~o:d c~!d·~es~::~~:.~~r!:~.,0JI~~~ 'k~~n:. : 
and 'nt··thq other end was ~ected Mr. 
Berrsford f~tdron's hduse .. It was. quite ~ 
possible that ,In· the very ·eo.rly days, prior 
to t.h'evexistenl'e of ·any actual · cemetery 
·~~:rount!s,' th:~.t white" .. people had · )lben 

· · burJed ·~n-· the .. paddocks. 'wli'ere tha·-abor·. t• 
v · hrfnes ·had found ·~Mir ,last ,resting ,place. : 

1
- Th~ :grf!nt,-:'of. the. market. site, ,which_· ein• t: 

: bracel1:t•o·. aC-rA8,''was1made J)y :'the ·Go· 
'' ·verlnnenf ·to·' the'" .. N'awc~stle \, cou~cn··· .. ln ·~ 
I.., .lR68; nn<f· qultc:.recently: the·,. history ott he 1 
:· aiJildina;~ .. Rft«'.r:~ard.<~, :t'rected , ta~ .:. p~b~ 8 
1 ,bed .. In ~hese. '.colu~na. ~· .... ',, ·: ' ... -.. ·-·"·-'· .. tl 

.. - .... ' .. ' . .., .......•. ,"'S: 
, . There ls•'an. average of about-·360 -blrthl b 
..• ).liut;_!!~:v..e_qty.;;:..d,e!i.~da7~:.:l'i1~lit'bctonK>•lfo.o!,!" :-x 
1,. .:~::The.· Uni trul..XIngdom:;apr.oducea.:.onlJ~ne.... "·n 

ftfttl of the .whea~h,.cb_:.tt.,:..c~nsumes. · ~ -: a 
f · str ·Htr ·iP~:Ma:dj' ;it nN\ny·:tnventl!)ns .In·· 

tude rou d outs. n'd· mouse;. traps. · p: 
;(' ' ' . ~-. ' .... ·.' ~ ' , .. : .. ·, '· ,· . ., ' '' 


