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The Aborigines of New South Wales.
By Joux Fraser, B.A., Sauchie House, West Maitland.

TrE negro has suffered much at the bands of his fellow-man. The
eurse is upon him-—¢ A servant of servants shall he be unto his
ethren.” Yet he is our brother, for his ancestry is the same,
t me, therefore, introduce my subject by endeavouring to show,
torically, the relations of the Austral-negro race to the others.
In the far past, one man and his wife, his three sons and their
ives, were the only surviving representatives of mankind ; the
‘mtriarchal home was in Armenia, under the shadow of Ararat ;
t soon the family peace was broken, and a son went forth, an
 wtcast and a fugitive, carrying with him a heavy burden of guilt
ud a father’s curse. (Gathering together their wives and little
es, their flocks and their herds, Ham and his son Canaan seem
me to have passed through the gorges of snowy Niphates and
o have proceeded southwards along the course of the Euphrates,
planting themselves first in the highlands of Upper Mesopotamia ;
ilen when, in the course of time, their families and goods had
creased, they occupied fresh territory further to the south, still
ween the two rivers, a prolific region. Here, I imagine, they
ived long in peace, the sole possessors of the riches of the land, till
dey were dislodged by fresh bands issuing too from Armenia, that.
ificina gentium, where surrounding circumstances were unfavour-
ille to permanent occupation by these infant races. The new-
omers were the Shemites, descending through the northern passes,
ind the Turanian Scyths, probably from the north-east by the way
i Mount Zagrus and the Tigris. Finding the way barred by the
?Eamites already in possession of all the country between the two
fvers, the Shemites and the Scyths hurled themselves upon them
m above, and scattered them in fragments to the east and the
mith and the west. Accordingly, the position of the Hamite or
lack races at the opening of history is, in Genesis x. 6, indicated
nically by the names Kush and Mizraim and Phut and Canaan,
B thich geographically are the countries we call Ethiopia and Egypt
nd Nubia and Palestine, The Kushites, however, were not con-
hed to Africa, but were spread in force along the whole northern
ores of the Arabian sea: they were specially numerous on the
wver courses of the Euphrates and Tigris, their original seats,
ud there formed the first germ whence came the great empire of
B ibylonia. In this sense the later Greek tradition (Odyssey I-
1-24) speaks of both an eastern and a western nation of Ethio-
ins, because the black races, many centuries before the Trojan
Q
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war, had spread themselves from the banks of the Indus on the ; )
east right across 10 the shores of the Mediterranean, while towards -
the south-west they occupied the whole of Egypt and the Abys -
sinian highlands. Thus they held two noble coigns of vantage, |
likely to give them a commanding influence in the making of the .
history of mankind—the valley of the Nile, which, through all”
these ages to the present hour, has never lost its importa.nce—-—andr
the luxuriant flab lands of Mesopotamia. A mighty destiny
seemed to awaib them, and already it had begun to show itseld,
for the Kushites nob only made the earliest advances towards
civilization, but ander Nimrod, that mighty hunter, smitten with.
the love of dominion, they threatened at one time to establish 2
universal empire with Babel as its chief seat. And not withou
reason; for the Kushite tribes were stalwart in stature an ‘
physique, i disposition. vigorous and energetic, eager for war and
conquest. Buta time of disaster came which carried them it
the remotest parts of the earth—into Central Africa, into the
mountains of Southern Tndia, whence, after a while, another im-
ulse sent them onwards towards our own jsland-continent
hither they came, as 1 think, many centuries before the Christian
era, pressed on and on from their original seats by the waves 0
tribal migration which were so common in those early days
Similar was the experience of the Celts, a very ancient tribe ; 800
after their first arrival in Europe we find them occupying
and the countries about the mouth of the Danube; but fredh
immigration from the Caucasus plateau pushed them up the
Danube, then into Belgium and France, thence into Britain, an
last of all the invading Saxons drove them westwards into Trelan
and into the mountains of Wales and Scotland. So the successive;
steps of the Kushite displacement, in my opinion, were these :
First into the valley of the Glanges, where they were the original:
inhabitants, then into the Deccan and into Further India, then
into Ceylon, the Andaman Islands and the Sunda Islands, and;
thence into Australia. These stages I will examine presently mor

in detail.

But, meanwhile, et us look at the old Babylonian kingdom.
Tts ethnic basis was Kushite ; its ruling dynasty continued to B
Kushite probably down to the time of the birth of Abraham, BE
1996, But before that date, the Babylonian population hiad bee

materially changed. Nimrod had conguered Trech and Acca

find that about twent i
become ¢ y centuries B.c. the Kushite ki
o i o ey S
e s s a ian—whi i
gzlg;%l;sl ;ﬁ; Itialled I{ipmz-arbat ¢ thé) f?)iﬁntonvg;zh” OnTlfge o
i worship of M.ulitta demanded free i‘ntercourr.;’ s
oy 3 tous edy, a strange mixture of physical types must If vo
Septhie Shé)mitgmong the children of these races, the Ethio o,
ege of & physiol ic, and Aryan all blending—a rare stud tpli}lll’
oL D! {he ot%st, who-wquld have seen sometimes the Zn Ot .
monarchy—theo ﬁertpredomma,ting in the child. This Cha?dazp ;
history —oras ovell::hr of the five . great monarchies of ancie?::;
e ot th o c;gg by an irruption of Arab (Shemitic)
T, o populati}:) 3 0 B.c. And now, as I think, another
hrabs s e n began to move towards our shores ’for the
e, o P .monothelsts, anc! in their religious ,zeal mu.ss:
o Babglonion pieces the polytheistic and sensual fabric which
Tofio oo tcm;lclluests had extended from the confine . £
fon, Glononts x1v % e Mediterranean (cf. Chedorlaomer’s exs (fi
%people Shosis X . 9). Those portions of the Chald=o-Bab 1Pe' \
Ll a.bsorbedrei Itlméailole to escape from the dominion of thz erabn
e I e new empire, just as many of the Ce?t's
©owly formed Saxo r? ks_lxth and seventh centuries merged in tlig
e o ingdoms. But the rupture of the Babylo
mplote a6 1o o e I%roscmptlon of its worship must have heeny A
o tho & fo lvi orth f’z,'om their native seats thousands of tlio
D e IIi)r olilgues and force them westwards into Afri .,
o Pungat, an dug the m_ountain passes into the table-land Ca%
naging. e é ah‘ead‘chlence into the Gangetic Plains. Here, OI
maghut ﬁnm Ting. thess toyb ocatfad the pure Hamites of the Dispersi(;n ;
heir ownt and not e gélllty of a skin not exactly coloured liké
Kottt ot oo tun ferstandmg their language, these late
e Loe o e ‘ezg raction regarded them as ene?nies and dr .
o, the Deevid: into the mountains of the Deccan where, to tthe
o the, Jrat 1aals and Kola,n?uns are blaek-skinn’ed and, savat:s
o] and ejec%éd fese Babylonian Kushites were themselves df:
e Ay, oo rom the Ganges valley by a fair-skinned r.
niatiey v;' oy 'l?}l;easgd X&;;z:t _et-,lmilc1 stream of invaders fjgg;
3 in religi its 1
a.bly opposed to the earlier 1"a.ces gf gf;?]i:;liéai?glsl ltrligli? e
g a

lentles :
and Calneh in the land of Shinar; an ‘Akkadian or Tursnisiferier ;I‘;,?rfi.te? i?ﬁded up in the triangle of southern India, the
element was thus incorporated with his empire ; be had Dulli S escape only by sea; the Babyloiﬁa,n

. Kushite
Wineveh and Rehoboth and Calah and Resen (Genesis X. 11) ; &ins of S"b}:.): %:czzﬁegshzﬁce};ecould nolz Yt they
; , were already occupied ; the
; y must

Shemite element was thus or 1n some other way superadded ; othy
Turanians and Shemites and J aphetian Aryans too, perhaps a8
tracted by the easy luxuriance of life on these fertile plains,

all assembled in Ohaldea and Babylonia.’ {n consequence,
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therefore have been pushed down the Glranges iniioafirf;f; I;liill:
i ; they passed )
and the Malayan peninsula; thence iy e
i Is and Papua, and after
into Borneo, and the Sungla Island x >, and aliervarh
the sea of Timor into Australia, or eastw 1 |
322?:3 driven onwards now by the T}lraman tribes, YV]llC%l gnag
come’ down from Central Asia into China and the Peninsula

islands of the East Indies. . '
i i i ived its native population,

my view, our island first received 1
in 'fvly(l)sélini;’ere};t stre’aams, the one from the north,and the other from

the north-west.
known facts favour this view :— ) o
Mazrll.}; Ethnologists recognize two pre-Aryan races 1;1 i[ndllf:i 1;1;23
earlier had not attained to t]:}e use of me ?s : used
only polished flint axes and implements of stone ,u o
later had no written records, and mad?‘ gra.vie mo -
over their dead. The Vedas call them nose. es”s,“ gr:th-
feeders on flesh, “raw eaters,” “ not sacrlﬁmﬁxg,b d.Wl of
out gods,” ‘ without rites”*; they adorned the illle:hjg
the dead with gifts and raiment and ornaments. e hoe
suits our aboriginals; they are noseless, ford g{h b
very flat and depressed noses, as contr‘a}stgi wi e
straight and prominent noses gf the_ edic ]1A§£ o
they have no gods and no religious nt%s sui‘ s e
Vedas demand. The Nairs in the sout; —*ives. o Inda
practice polyandry; so do our aboriginals in ¢
i stances. ) )
(2) ';‘ggulnilolarian and Dravidian languageshhages tmci‘;:ﬁ
and exclusive forms for the plural of the lr p son
So also have many of tihe 1:ﬁ1gu§ig?:c2£ l\gf ﬁisxzorth?
ia. Probably also the al F t] :
xlfrzlszgexfm;:oast of A?lstralia,hha.ve this peculiarity, but I
no information about them. . ‘
(3.) }Eizeaborigines on the south and west of %ustlil.lgesui%
the same words for 7, th{)y, e, we, you as the nati
3 lras coasts of India. )
(4) '}lﬁzlgxive boomerang of Australia is used %nt%efszﬁth’“
' i X — of them
east of India, and can be traced to Egypt—bo
Hamite regions. ) o
(b.) Among the red races of America—who a;'e‘ Tgrar:oa.ih&
four is a sacred number, having a re elfln e fo !
cardinal points. In Egypt'tl}e pymmldi a.V'e{:; aq o
bases, and the Great Pyramid is f.ound to have ’11‘ };%e 8?1
pointing exactly to the four cardinal points. e Chats
deeans also built their temple-towers as pyramids,

* The Akkadian religion of Babylonia bad no temples, and no fixed pu
lic worship.

KPb-bi.

It the land of Egypt, and in Ai-gup-t-os, E-gyp-t.
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their partiality to the number four is seen in their four.
fold arrangement of cities, &c.  Their « tongues” were
four.

The castes of India are four, possibly an arrange-
ment adopted by the Aryans from the earlier Kushite
inbabitants of India. With all this, I compare the uni.
versal division of the native tribes of Australia into four
intermarrying classes.

These class names form their feminines in tha,

(masc.), Ipa-tha (fem). This is a Peculiarly Shemitic

inflexion. 8o also in Hamitic Babylonian, we have Mul

(masc.), Muli-tta (fem.); Enu (mase.), Enu-ta (fem). Thig

seems to indicate that among our native tribes there

exist the same mixed elements as in the old Babylonian
empire, ¥

(7.) Bo also does the fact that several tribes practise circum-

cision, that one tribe in Queensland has distinctly
Shemite features, and that there are among the tribes so
many varying types of men. Some are Hamite negroes
in colour and cranial shape ; others are evidently mixed
Kushites ; and others again seem to be pure Turanians,

(8.) In some parts of Australia, as at Tenterfield, our natives
erect stages—the Parsee “ towers of silence”—on which
to place the bodies of their dead, a custom which their
ancestors, T believe, brought from Asia. In other parts
of New South Wales they do not bury the body, but
place it in a hollow tree, and, even where they do dig a
grave, the body is so wrapped in bark and so tied up that
the earth does not touch it, In South Australia the
body is desiccated by fire and smoke, then carried about
for a while, and finally exposed on a stage. All this
corresponds with the = Persian religious belief in the
sacredness of the earth, which must not be contaminated
by so foul a thing as a putrefying human body. In
Chaldza also, the same ideas prevailed ; for the dead
were not interred ; they were laid (1) on mats in a brick
vault, or (2) on a platform of sun-dried bricks, and over
this a huge earthenware dish-cover, or (3) in a long
earthen jar in two Pieces fitting into each other ; the
body did not touch the earth.

(9.) There is nothing improbable in the supposition that the
first inhabitants of Australia came from the north-west,
that is, from Hindostan or Further India. The native
traditions of the Polynesians all point to the west or
north-west as the quarter from which their ancestors

(6.) as Ipai

*Two of the Australian classes are called (in Kamilaroi) Kum-bo and

I think I find these names in, Kam (black), the inscriptiona nam
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came. So also the Indias are to the north-west of our
island. The distance from Madras to Sumatra is about
1,200 miles, and from Sumatra to the coast of Australia -
about 1,400 miles. Such a distance is not impracticable
to a savage ; for in January 1858, a boat, with a numerous
family on board, was driven by the westerly winds from
the Union Group in Polynesia to Mangaia, a distance of
1,250 miles, in a south-easterly direction, and other .
similar instances of involuntary emigration have
occurred. In some such way, perhaps fleeing from the -
conquering Aryans, some of the early Kushites of .
Southern India may have come to Sumatra, and thence *
also to our shores. In the woods and mountains of that
island there are still two aboriginal races (the Malays
occupying the coasts), and one of these is called Kuba,
a name identical with our tribal class Kubbi. The in-
terior of Borneo is also the refuge of three native black
races, and one of these is very like that in the interior
of Sumatra. Of these Sir James Brooke says: “These
people are mild, industrious, and so scrupulously honest
that not a single case of theft has come under my
notice; in their domestic lives they-are amiable, with
out white vices; they marry but one wife, and their
women are always quoted for chastity.” I may add
as a coincidence, that the native name for Borneo i3
Brungé, and that Bruné is also the name of a large island
in Storm Bay, near Hobart.

It thus appears that the islands of the East Indian
Archipelago were at first inhabited by aboriginal black
races, which had come from the adjoining continent,
‘When the Malays entered, these blacks either fled into
the interior or left the islands ; and, as Java and Timor
especially are near Australia, a large portion of our
native population must have come hither by that route.

(10.) The languages spoken by non-Aryan races on the south-
east of Hindustan along the Coromandel coast are the
Tamil and the Telugu; the system of kinship among
these races is the same essentially as among the Austra-
lian tribes. ‘ :

(11.) Identity of language is a strong evidence of identity of
origin ; thus, I take the Australian tribes to be homo-
geneous, for some words of theirs are found distributed
over the whole continent ; for instance, the word dinng
¢ foot,” with only slight phonetic changes, exists in the
native languages from Cape York all over Queensland,
New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. The
word mil, “eye,” is also widely distributed. Int

But I pass on ¢
tribes of New South Wales,

bt if in any instance I refer to the printed statements

*d or £ and 7 are ;
' . ntercha: ;
licare ; lingua, (dingua), E. to]:ig?sle

Kamilaroi trib
ringai tribg. e), and Mr. J. W, Boydell,
% with these tribes for more than thirty years
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names for the numera] « one,”
?s in the Aryan languages, b’ut
‘17(.)m Cape River (Queensland)
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soon as the boy is able to walk, his father and his elder brothers
. delight to teach him the elements of a] manly accomplishments—
 to swim, to throw the boomerang and spear ; from his mother he
' learns to dig up roots, to gather edible sedges from the margin of
the lagoon, and to become expert in other useful arts. Dawson
says that even at the early age of one or two years, but often later,
the Gringai tribe mark parts of the body of the child with scars
| in the form of some simple device, using for the purpose the sharp
edges of shells. I know that this practice exists in Queens-
lnd and in New South Wales 5 in the Kamilaroi tribe it is called
the man’s mombarai or « drawing,” and assumes such forms

4 n—t .
vasm or \ or SSS or — -, and in Queensland fh
: U -

These marks are placed on the upper front of the arm near the
‘dhoulder, or on the chest on each side of the breast bone, or on the
‘hack. A white man, who had been bled by cupping on the back,
#nd who, consequently, bore the marks of 1t, was believed by the
blacks, who saw him bathing, to have been formerly one of their
face, from the resemblance which the scars had to their mombaras.
I think it likely, although I have not been able to obtain
 mtisfactory evidence on this point, that each family had its own
nombarai, or at least a peculiar modification of the mombaras
which, I suppose, belongs to each clan in the tribe, for a friend
#lls me that on one occasion he had an opossum cloak made for
lim by & man of the Kamilaroi tribe, who marked it with his own
| mombarai ; when this cloak was shown to another black man some
fime after, he at once exclaimed, “ T know who made this, here
8his mombarai.” * These markings are not so elaborate as the
iattoo of the Maori, or so neat as the similar arm brands of the
Papuans ; they can scarcely be intended as ornaments, but they
iy have been adopted for the purpose of identification in battle
o otherwise,

Meanwhile the training of the boy proceeds. As soon as he is
od enough, perhaps seven or cight years old, he goes forth with
lis father to the chase, and learns to stalk the kangaroo, to recog-

tho ilaroi roi these T add a
5 ingai, the Kamilaroi, and the Ooalaroi, and to these I
' glielglllzlﬁ%?;ied:e of the \Vi;'adj ery and Yain tribes. Asitis mﬁ}_)osé
sibglre within the Limits of an essay to discuss fully so large a su Jecf
as this, I will dwell upon those po_intslwhuiclil seem :o ?ldrﬁgl tfy
iginal investigation, and will omit altogether or touc
zlgoglllnthose feat%lres of my subject which are generally known.

I.—YouTH.

iginal child is heir to a tawny skin, “ the vellum of the
ped%fr:: zilc?)l'n claim,” and exposure to the air soon deepgns tfhe
swarthiness, The depth of colour varies in different tribes, in'
some of them, according to my hypothesis, are n}or(:l Il);rehy
Nigritian in their origin, while others are from the mixed Kush-
ite race ; and tribes that have long dwelt in swampy regions lari
darker, while those occupying the uplands are lighter in colou
tha'j'.‘nheOt;l(g:nt of the baby is not always a source of joy to th;
parents. The mother, in parturition, is lef:t to the ass1sta.mi(;tt(1) E
one or two female friends, often left entirely ) azlone, atha . 3
distance from the main camp, and ere long she joins her (Iilst Iim
with or without the baby. If the season has been hard a.lzd ?:}?
is a scarcity of food, or if the mother is already bufglen wit]
many children or with heavy labour for her lord, the little 0(;16 1§
left to perish. A native woman at Goodooga thus aba}nt OD;_I ;
several of her children in succession, and then, after an interval "
of seven or eight years, suckled and reared another, which is nowv
alive. "We condemn this inhuman practice of infanticide Sm{?n‘,g;
the black races; but what shall we say of the intellec gay’
and polished Athenians who, by law, allowed a father tob<1)r Iir‘ :
any one of his infant children to be exposed to death ? Our blacks
in the Ooalaroi country, soon after the arrival of the W}ute] lr?;;n~
in that district, spared the females at their birth, but left ?% P ¢
males to perish ; they feared that these half-caste males, i gg
grew to be men, would have the qualities of a superior racema_zg .
would be too intelligent, i:oofst}xl'ong,t tolg dangerous for the tribé;
suffered none of them to live. .
an%fs; Z]ﬁflzl should die, the parents and even the neighbours I;llake
great lamentation over it, weeping bitterly ; when they ‘a\fe‘
buried the body, they forthwith shift their camp. They hs:lvihag
idea that an evil spirit, the Krooben, haunts t'he graves, arlll elyi;
fear to be near him. At Kunopia, when an infant dies, t ];ey r;:) :
the corpse in a thin sheet of bark and keep it over the srgc:l e l;) : 1
fire for about a fortnight ; the smoke-dried corpse is carried abou
till twelve months after the birth ; it is then buried. then
Mothers are very attentive to their children ; they nurse hem
carefully and continue to show them every token of aﬁ’ectlt)A;l;
They carry them on their backs, wrapped in a rug or blanket. 1

iest, to dive under water and spear the fish in their resting-places,
id all other accomplishments, which in old England would have
ben included under the name of wooderaft.” He is early taught
1o to exercise his faculty of observation, and he becomes quick
if eye and acute in understanding all natural phenomena, and in
letecting the disturbances which the foot of man or of beast has
wrked in the aspect of nature around him. Thus at a tender age
*Most of my experts assure me that the mombarai is merely an arbi-
kary brand,
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and tell each other stories or recollections of former times, at
which they laugh heartily. The young people amuse themselves -
in various ways ; sometimes they propound riddles to one another, the Oo: ; L ! 1
Here is one oi}fr their riddles: A long Igime ago, there lived an old S “head”acl)irgllﬁz? Cctf(i,lﬁnt%]t iﬁ?ﬁtj afht%adt, ‘Ehu: the Bora is the
woman of our tribe, who was so strong that she could overpower ‘3 The whole proceedings are int:;: e:s)tin ° trﬁee' are essentially th
any of the men ; so she used to catch young fellows and eat them. sme everywhere in their general featu% 2 a,nﬁ o bu}:: the
One day she caught a young man and left him bound in her details vary among the different tribes. Therefore iﬁsi’:ead of .
gunyal* while she went to a distance to cut some sheets of bark separate narrative for each tribe, I will endeavour to prese i
to wrap the body in, before she laid it in the fire where it was & full view of the Bora, taking the Gringai mode as the bI;,sis ];f
to be cooked. While she was away, two young women, who had 38 ny description, but introdugincr from the other tribes, such
observed her doings, slipped into the hut and released the (@ footures as appear to me to be mecessary o complete th Somifi
prisoner ; they then hurried to the river and, first knocking some ance of the ceremonies. y prete the mgnt-
holes in the bottom of the old woman’s canoe to hinder her The chiefs of the tribe know that some boys are about twelve
pursuit, they all escaped safe to the other side in another cance. @ i thirteen years of age and therefore read fSI)r initiation ; the
Meanwhile the old dame returned and saw her victim was gone; she ‘B accordingly summon their marbull or « )ubﬁ vor” and b'g
hastily repaired the damaged canoe and crossed, but only to find the - @ by inform the tribe that s Bora, wi]llbe }fell(]iles:enbe rh an & !
young man Surr ounded by his friends re_?ady to defend him with and place, the time being near full moon and the 1:ceab2?n a];lsu;rlﬁle
their spears. She boldly advanced, heeding not the spears thrown 7 4 well known Bora-gro:;nd ; they also send himpa,wa. to i%lvite thz
at her, although they were sticking in her body everywhere ; she B reighbouring tribes to attend ; this invitation is reaﬁil accepted
had seized the young man, and was making off with him again, B8 for although the tribes maybe at variance with each othez univ}t)arsai
when the great wizard of the tribe opportunely arrived, and, Z brotherhood prevails among the blacks at such a time as this
giving magical power to the blow, thrust her through and through 3 The day appointed for the oathering is perhaps a week or two
with his spear. Thus the young man was safe. 'Who was this R distant, and the intervening time is filled with busy preparations
old woman? Do you giveit up? It was a porcupine. by the leading men of the novice’s tribe. The selegt a suitable
. Now, although there is not much ingenuity in this riddle, yet @ niece of ground, usually near water and levely for convenience
it reveals two things :-—(1), the existence of cannibalism, and (2) 8 In sitting or lying on, and form ard clear two circular enclosures—a
the belief that a w1zar.d S magic can OVerpower all natural & brger and a sme;ller, about a qﬁarter of a mile from each other
strengt‘h a}ld every opposing 1p.ﬂuence. ) Ml vith a straight track connecting them ; the trees that grow around
Until his formal reception into the tribe through the Bora, the 8 the smaller circle they carve at about the height of a{g man, often
+ boy is wonnal and must eat only the females IOf the ap]mals which S yych higher, with curious emblematical devices and £ urés ; the
he catches ; the males he brings to the camp and gives them to R drcuit of these two rings is define:d by boughs of trees la%d around
the aged and infirm and those who have large families. ¥ and in the centre of the larger one they fix a short pole with a bunch
] of emus’ feathers on the top of it.{ Everything is now ready for the
3 rites of initiation, and there is a Jarge concourse; the men stand by
A vith their bodies painted in stripes of colour, chiefly red and white ;

VKobbora.‘ I take Bora to be only a shorter form of Kobbora—a
name which seems to me to be identical with Cobra, meaning in

II.—MANHOOD.
(A.) Initiation.

‘When a boy approaches the age of puberty, a feeling of réstless
anticipation spreads over his mind, for he knows that his opening §
manhood has brought him to the threshold of ceremonies of myster-
jous import through which he is to be formally received into the 3
tribe and thereby acquire the dignity of a man. The rites of in- 4
itiation are important, numerous, and prolonged, and as his admis- 3
sion does not concern himself or his family merely but the whole §
tribe, these observances call together large assemblages and are the
occasion of general rejoicing. This assembly—the most solemn @ ilder men are usually reticent and refuse to tell
and unique in the tribal life—is called the Bora and sometimesthe § 1Two such poles, painted red, adorned atop with the white down from

4 the cockatoo, were placed rocently at th f the ki y
| e Queensla,nd.p y e grave of the king of atribe near

* This derivation is only a conjecture.

't The description of the Gringai Bora here given was communicated
| direct to a friend of mine by a young black who had recently been initiated,
' [have the utmost, confidence that it is circumstantially correct, for I have
tsted it by inquiries made elsewhere. The facts about the Ydin Bora
were similarly obtained by my friend, Mr. Howitt (see page 14), who also
purposes to verify them personally. Tt is every year becoming more
difficult to obtain reliable information about the Bora, for it is falling into
tisuse, the younger men refusing to pass through the ceremonies, and the

* A tent or hut formed of the branches and the bark of trees.
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- They now give him a new name,* which must not be revealed to the
_uninitiated, and they hand to him a little bag of stringy-bark con-
< faining one or more small white stones of crystal quartz ; this bag he
 will always carry about his person, and the stones must notbeshown
| to the uninitiated on pain of death.t This concludes the first part
of the performance.

he women, who are permitted to be present at the opening cere-.
:nony only: are lyingpon the ground all round the larger rn}gdmth
their faces covered. The boy* is brought forward, made to lie down
in the middle of it, and covered with an opossum rug; such of the
old men as have been appointed masters of the ceremonies now
begin to throw him into a state of fear and awe by sounding an
instrument called #irricoty, similar to what an English boy cavlgsg i
«bull-roarer.”t The men use this on all occasions when they
to frighten the women and the boys, who cower with fear vlr{h.ex_x;
ever they hear it. It is made of a piece of thin wood or Dbar. ; hl
is about 9 inches long, and is sometim.es shaped like a ﬁfsh. . 'te
roaring sound is supposed to be the voice of a dreaded evil spirt g
who prowls about the camp, especially at night, and carries lfin;,
tears, and devours those he can seize. The. Kamilaroi tribe call
the Krooben. When the performers think that the boombat (so
they call the novice) has been sufficiently impressed, twr;;cot%
ceases to speak ; they then raise the boy from the ground an rs:d
him in the ring so that his face is turned towards the clea
track which leads to the circle of imagery; they paint him red all ¢
over ; then an old man comes forward, breathes strongly in his facle
and makes him cast his eyes upon the ground, for in this humb)
attitude he must continue for some days. )
Two other old men next take the boy by the arms, and lead him
along the track to the other enclosure and set him in the middle of it.
(As soon as this is done, the women rise from their prostrate posi-
tion and begin to dance and sing ; after this they go away to &
distance, for theyare not to see any more of the ceremonyat present.) ;
The Yiin tribe,§ on our S.E. coast, place ]?longt this p:ﬂ& fi)ﬁres%
: -~ o ;
%Z:Sﬁxfllll.lli :,ag)%itoﬁog.agﬁgil ai?]iz;alfsea(; ) :l?fgfzzg):aach of these /@t the gins,  Accordingly the blacks watched their opportunity, killed the
) g

. N Tt | shepherds separately, and feasted on their bodies—a well authenticated case
figures, the devotees have a dance, and a K(?radjle S:‘ doci:lo’l" ) bfrmfs 4 of cannibalism in the Gringai tribe. One old gin long carried about with
up out of his inside, by his mouth the jo-e-a (¢ magic”) of the ber in her shoulder-net a hand of one of these shepherds ; she would bring
totem before which he stands; for the porcupine he shows stuff’ it out at times, and pulling the sinews make the fingers move, and say
like chalk. for the kangaroo stuff like glass, and so on. Mean- 7§ “Bail (no) you make doughboy any more.” For this murder one of the

© ¢ K garos = th ller cirele with downcast 3 backs was afterwards hanged at Dungog. At the execution many of his
while the boy has been sitting 1n the sma. 1§ ourades were clustered on the trees near by, eager to witness this novel
eyes ; he is told to rise and is 1ed to the foot of each of the carved Wi of the white man’s retribution.
trees)in succession, and is made to look up for a moment at the @ Another instance of the women’s dread of the white crystals comes from
N them ’an d while he does so the old men raise a shout. ‘@l the same locality. Near the Barrington a gin was digging out a tarak root,
carvings on them, 3 whekn she turned up a round lump of yellow metal, heavy and smooth. She
- - . t there ‘3 ok it to the camp; the wise men smelled it and felt it and bit it, but tono
* For convenience, I speak of ({’hz boy in the singular number, but the E ose ; then they struck it hard, and finding it yield to their blows, they
are %i‘lfa'l.lg :evggitb?gsv:;‘gﬁ’:fy :;’ a,n(l)gge.by different tribes : as turndun (in § Bitened it and cut it up into small pieces and used them as slugs for their
V'+t is ins Ic.lui NS, Walos windaba, or goonunganiga, or goomung tuckia= 3 mskets to shoot kangaroos. Some white men saw the pieces and knew
tlgcz?al‘t)z,t :;gm;l lons 4 [ iem :ﬁ be %ﬁld’ butt t I? gin cou%d %ot Iclyle pel.'?lua%ded ti}:lo go with ’ic:hem and
Sté . . - .
, . the @tow them the spot; she was afraid, she said, for there were too many
$1had OllebIOf ltgl.%efle ¢ roiﬁ"%é’f’i‘é an%?;%ﬂilgrzﬁ ﬁ_f I;;Eii{l;nhned @vhite crystals there. " So the Barrington or N orth Copeland Diggings were
Rr%ie_lllce_ ofa 3401 ikz t(;lv;t“’,’ . gt discovered till many years afterwards. o
§T[Eh<(z_1nl:)(;)elg:rrect designation for this tribe would be the Murring (from 9 sﬁlTh: Ak}ia‘}}w root ba means “‘ to create,” in Kamilaroi baie means to
the Shoalhaven River to Cape Howe) ; the Yiin is a sub-tribe. q oo make

.~ The boombat is next conveyed, blindfolded, to a large camp at
“adistance of several miles, no woman being near, and food is given
F to him, which he eats still with eyes cast down; here they keep him
for eight or ten days and teach him the tribal lore by showing him
-their dances and their songs ; these he learns, especially one song
of which I can tell nothing further than that it is important for the
-boy to know it. These songs they say, were given them by Baiamai,
e great Creator.} At night, during this period, the boombat is set
by himself in secluded and darksome places, and, all around, the
 men make hideous noises, at which he must not betray the least
sign of fear. At some part of the ceremony he is shown a sacred
.wand ; of this Ridley says——¢‘ This old man Billy told me, as a great
- favour, what other blacks had withheld as a mystery too sacred to be
disclosed to a white man, that ‘dliurumbulum, a stick or wand, is

- * Ag to the new name, °“ My father,” says a correspondent, ¢‘ sometines
 found out what the name was, and would tease the men by pretending to
reveal it to the women ; when he did this they would get angry and chase
him away.”

*+The tribal laws against the revealer of the mysteries were strictly en-
forced. Many years ago, some shepherds on the Upper Williams had
thtained a few of these crystals and had shown them to the gins. When
this became known to the chiefs of the tribe, they assembled in council to
tonsider what should be done ; one old man, a great orator, made an in-
fammatory speech, declaring that the white menshould be put to death and
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Another conspicuous part of the inner Bora customs is the
knocking out of one of the upper froni teeth of the boombat. This
does not seem to have ever been practised by the Kamilaroi tribe,
although it prevailed among the coast tribes, both here and in
Queensland, hut among them also it is falling into disuse.* One
of my correspondents says : “ One of the older fellows places his
bottom teeth against the doombat’s upper teeth, and gives a sudden
Jerk in such a way as to snap the lad’s tooth. On one occasion
when one of the black boys had been initiated, T noticed hig teeth
ortooth was not broken. In explanation he said, “Qld Bony
nearly broke his own teeth in trying ; he tried only three times, ”

Another correspondent says with regard to the Yiin tribe, who
weupy our S.E. seaboard : “The tooth after being knocked out
vas conveyed by the head gommera of the tribe to the head
gomanerc, of the next tribe at Wollongong ; thence, I am told, it
vas carried up as far ag N ewecastle, thence round by ZLake
Bathurst to Yass and Gundagai and round by way of Cooma to
f:he Yiin country, where the head gommerea either kept it or gave
to its owner. It is said that an ancient shield (cf. the sacred

exhibited at the Bora, and that the sight of it msglr;s 'Zl;e; ;?JtlaTtﬁ(:
with manhood. This sacred \\;a,gd thlxs stl%ea ;g;f)(;a%’s g;z;und . Bill
y which the Bora is celebrated 1 . f

%:e?i?;gsoﬁhe Bora will bfe 5l){ept‘. up ’e}lways all over the country,

d of Baiamaz. L.

Su?[{lh:;zs ftilrem(;?lli:z;z: nbeing completed, the boozi)at’st pls'(())llﬁ,:li):rglz

at an end. They now proceed, all of them toge (;f,o fff)‘ P

water-hole, and jumping in, men and boy, they wash ho g0 ont:
i - from their bodies, amid much glee and noisy m i
5;31{)11121 at];f:; fZave come out of the water they paint themselves
W%znwbﬂe the women, who have been called to z'esuz‘zze]tl.zezr’
attendance, have kindled a large fire not far off, and are ﬂﬁg ;
around it with their faces covered as before ; the two old mﬁenv; i)
were the first initiators bring the boy at a run towards the fire, ﬁ-
lowed by all the others, with voices silent but making a él(;lse );, :
beating their boomerangs together; the men join h?nd'(si anfthorn}
ring round the fire, and one old man runs round the msu]1 e (})) he szlgl
beating a heelaman or shield. A woman, usually 1:; e O):} :r s
mother, then steps within the ring, and, ca,tc].a.mg im und " ihp
arms, lifts him from the ground once, sets him dOWIlll, a&n h
retires; everybody, the boy included, now jumps upon the decaying |
red embers, until the fire is extinguished. .
Thus ends the Bora, for the youth is now a man ; hq isa J;Zm-
ber of the tribe, undertakes all the duties of membership, an L a:
a right to all its privileges, but may not take a wife for somg lmd ‘
yet ; the restrictions as to fogd,d however, are now removed, and %
y eat anything he can find. ) .
hefl:}}lrough tgese §re the formalities observed in adm1ttmg;;h
youth into the tribe, yet in the Bora, as in Freemasonry, the
novice does not become a full member all at once, but must pas
through several grades, and these are obtained by a certalg mi? '
ber of Boras; thus the process of qualifying for full memt I?rsb P
may extend over two or three years. In his tender years the boy
has been taught that he must eat only the female of the Gpos:ull)n
or bandicoot, or other animals ; all others that he gets lexilush
brought to the camp and given to the aged and those who have
large families ; when he has attended one Bora he receives gf,r
mission to eab the male, say, of the pz?,ddymelon 5 afterh ano t.e
sy i I ulnbirrv ol Ieinlllaaflz done this by his orders, and therefore was not to be blamed. After
bee ; a step higher and he may eat th.e male of the OPOZS h’ he-‘v” me further conciliatory talk, the blacks departed, fully satisfied.
50 on until his initiation and instruction are complete and then 4 Admystemous virtue also resides in the Bora. A black boy at Goodooga
ing. ¥ A7 not be persuaded to try to make fire in the usual way by friction,

may eat any thlng- i, he said, he had not been to Bora, and it was of no use to try !
*_Indeed in various directions the aborigines have left off many of their
ive customs in consequence of their contact with white men, and it is

y by converse with those who knew them long ago that one can obtain a
illful picture of their undiluted state,

R

Georgie soon caught an opossum and brought it to the camping ground,
!mt threw it down beside the five, His master said Why don’t you skin
tand roast it and eat it?” Georgie replied, “Bail (no), massa ; you
0W me must not eat male ’possum.” ¢ Bug, Georgie, nobody will know,
wbody will see yow.” ¢The Krooben, he sce me, he come and take me B
that fellow see everything.” ¢ Nousense,” said his master, ‘“Tell him I
kde you ; you eat.” “Well, you are my massa ; you bid me eat and I
l?}”b AI'Id Georgie did eat at his master’s bidding, and so escaped the
ooben !

Some years after, when this black boy was about thirteen or fourteen
fars of age, the dray was down in Maitland for station supplies. His
wster observed that Georgie was very restless and anvions to go off into
te bush ; divining the cause, he said to him, “ You wait, Georgie, till we
e up the country again and you have gin from your own tribe.” So
vhen they reached home, Georgie went to the native camp and took a gin.
Ipa few weeks they started again for Maitland, master, black boy, and his
@ They had not proceeded far on their journey when the master noticed
st they were followed from day to day by a party of black men, armed
With spears, who concealed their movements as much as possible by keeping
ifthe main road and skulking among the trees, Suspecting something
mng, he one day, when they were near, stopped his dray and hailed them,

€y came to a parley, and when questioned informed him that they were

it to kill Georgie for breaking their law ; he had not attended enough of

bras to entitle him to take & wife. The master explained that Georgie

i i On a certain’

* instances may here be given to illustrate these rules. I
occaigge l;:rhaps fort};f years ago, a dray was travelling on the Gge:o
Northern Road, and as the driver was rather short of provisions he S}E;.l o
his black boy, *“Georgie, go and catch an opossum ; we have no beef, 1
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Ancilie in Rome) handed down from past ages in the Yiin tribe
—regarded as almost equal to Daramilun himself—accompanied
the tooth.”

These, then, are the ceremonies of the Bora ; but, before pro-
ceeding, I wish to draw attention to the fact that the Hamite
negroes of Upper Guinea had seventy years ago—Ilong before ethno-
graphy became a science—certain religious mysteries singularly
like those of our Bora, and I suppose they have them still. These,
like the Bora, are ceremonies of initiation, and not only bringa
youth to a knowledge of his country’s gods, but qualify him to
have intercourse with spirits and to hold civil power and author-
ity in the State ; all the uninitiated are to him a profanum vulgus,
who, on the least transgression of orders, are hurried away into the
woods, there to be destroyed by the evil spirits which the magical
power of the initiated can control. As this assembly is convened
but four or five times in a eentury, and occupies a period of five
years, only a small portion of the male population can acquire the
qualification necessary for power in the State. The king issues,
when he pleases, an order for the holding of this assembly. The
preparations are committed to the care of the old men, known to
be best acquainted with the mysteries. These choose suitable
places in the woods, and make ready there every appliance which
can produce surprise, awe, and chilling fear on the minds of the
novices. All women, children, and strangers arve warned from the
spot, and the novice believes that if he reveals any of the secrets
of the grove, the spirits, knowing his faithlessness and profanity,
will in one way or other bring destruction upon him. The coun-
try three or four miles around is sacred and inviolable, and the
evil spirits will carry off those who intrude.

The essential idea prominent in this negro ceremony of initiation
is that of a death and of a new birth,—a regeneration. Hence
the catechumen, before he proceeds to the groves, gives away all 3
his property and effects, as if about to die to the world, and on 4
the completion of his novitiate, when he returns to his kindred, 3
he pretends to forgot all his past life and to know neither father ]
nor mother nor relations nor former friends—his is a new life—
his whole aspect is that of a new man, for he now wears on his
head a cap made of the bark of a tree, he is adorned with feathers,
and as a badge of his new rank he wears a collar of leopards’ §
teeth round his neck. During the five years of his training, the
probationer is attended by some old and experienced devotees who §
act as his instructors; they teach him all the ritual of their 4
religion, various songs and pieces of poetry, mostly in praise of
their chief god, and in particular he learns from them a dance of §
a frenzied kind. While this course of education is proceeding, the 4
king frequently visitz the groves and examines the candidates. §
When their training is suficiently advanced, they receive each a -

on
Ol

s@vorld.

lew name, and, as a token of their r
wounds which afterwards becom
their neck and shoulders,
pla'ce: at a distance, where women may attend them
mhg10u§ education being already complete, the are in
those principles of morals and politics which \vﬁl nak
ful as members of the s i
aiminal causes,
md, with their
their magical powers in
gound with a bundle of
public assemblies
o in the duties of civic rulers, *

Now, when T cast my eye over the Bora
Ifeel myself constrained o ask
for one, do mnot accept the
shorigines,” nor
(f'or the rites were sacred,
livalge what they had seen and done) is
developed autochthonous thing, still Iegs t}'nt}
wtochthonous in Australia and in farthesi:
" 1t a symbolism covering ancestr
Jtlligible enough to the ]
tood but yet superstitiously obg

BLookmg at the ceremonies, I notice +
ora observances resemble those of the r

(d) There are two circleg ; the one is

( Tiest relio ircle i ;
{@) In the earliest religions, the cirele is an iny

* rTang ensed from
Re-arranged and condensed from

{leveastle-upon-Tyne, 1811,
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i

egeneration, several long
€ permanent scars, are made on
They are now conducted to some retired
Here, their
structed in

‘ them use-
State and fit to act ag Judges in civil and

This done, they leave the i

i groves and their tutors
new badges of perfection upon them, they exhibit
pubhlc by means of a stick driven into the

reeds at its top, or they repair to t
of re o the
and join in the solemn dances of the lWise men
b4

: the and its regulated forms,
3 Xt‘. hla:cldoes all this mean 2 1,
autochthony of ralian
can I believe that the Bora gvith alflifs Sﬁi?l?li%lz:ﬁl;
and the initiated were bound not to
5 meaningless self-
the same thing can he
Afrviea; I prefer to see
al beliefs—a symbolism in-
at first, but now little under-
erved by their Australian

Kushite race

s
that in many respects the
eligions of the ancient

women may be present there, althou nl'}e;SZnﬁz;*mgxc} tiocf thte
sku’ts_ ; in it certain preparatory thines are done iil O? .
to bring the boombat's mind ints a ﬁtostate of reve 'Oltc'ell
awe for the reception of the teaching in the other ci;glu -
the adytum, the penetralic—where the im:'r:es of e;tl—
lgodst are to he seen ; the women and the L;?ninitiatelg
‘11;:00171’(])t0:1}:1? f}jfcilnfh}s mner circle, for it is thrice holy ;

‘ariable symbol

of the ‘ gl 3
the sun, the bright and pure one, from whose presence

c%fmlkness and every evil thing must flee away (cf. the
d ‘Xl.s s a syn}bol of the sun-god in Egypt, Chaldeea
; ssyria, Persia, India, China). his fact is so Weﬁ
ullown that it is needless to multiply examples. Those
who are within the circle am s Pron y of

ithin the circle are safe from the powers ¢

urd’s

({3 = 2 J 5
Rites and Ceremonies,”
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(b) The inner shrine is an arrangement common to alj]
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evil. The sacredness of the circle in those early ages is
seen in the Chaldwean name (Genesis xxxi. 47) jegor
sahadutha, ¢ the circle of witness”—a name that bore 73
witness to a solemn compact of friendship. In Persia
to this day, in the southern parts of it, which were 3
originally inhabited by a Hamite race of analmost purely
negroid type, there are to be seen on the road-sides large
circles of stones which the tradition of the country 4
regards as set there by the Caous, a race of giants, that 4
is, of aboriginals, Their name closely resembles the 3
name Kush, as does also Cutch, near the mouth of the
Indus, and other geographical names along the Arabian :J
seas. Then in the classic nations, both in Greece and in g
Ttaly, some of the most famous temples were circular in
form, especially the Pantheon at Athens, and at Rome"
the temple of Vesta, the goddess of the eternal fire. At 4
Romealso, for 100yearsafterthe foundation ofthe city, the -
worship of the gods was celebrated in the open air §
(cf. the Bora), often in sacred groves, and there also the 3
temple of Janus, the oldest and most venerated of the
Roman gods, was merely a sacred enclosure on which no
building stood till the time of the first Punic War
The pomoerium, or circuit of the walls of Rome, was &'
sacred ring, and the Circus was consecrated to the sun
and was open to the sky. In Britain too, the fire-worship
of the Druids led them to construct ring-temples in 3
various parts, and especially at Stonehenge, where there
are two rings as in the Bora, but concentric. Even the 7
rude Laplanders, who are sprung from the same Turanian
race that we found to be one of the earliest elements
in the population of Babylonia, malke two circles when
they sacrifice to the sun, and surround them with willows; 2
they also draw a white thread through the ear of the'§
animal to be sacrificed. L
In the Bora, the two rings, both of them sacred, com-
municate with each other by means of a narrow passage, §
in which are earthen representations of certain objects§
of worship. The inner contains the images or symbols 4

of the gods, carved on trees, and the novice is so placed §

in the outer ring that he faces the passage and the shrine §

of the gods.

religions. At Babylon, in the temple of Belus, which]
was built in stages, the worshipper had to pass through]
seven stages of Sabaeism before he reached the shrine;;
this was the topmost of all and contained a goldeng
image of the god; each of these stages was devoted to}

@

(¢) Among the black races
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the worship of one of the Babylonian gods

and in Rome, the roofed e

temples were commonly

gx;o%shbilgs merely a carved piece of bark. The student
of thta ﬁ:{&l} I'agl‘ch.aleollotc@,ry will also remember the Asherah
*OTeW ldolaters, a wooden pills
boliadony A pular or statue of the
;xﬁj, 6.)W ich could be cut down and burned (2 Kings,
As to the images in t}
4 g tne passage to the inner ci
ic';r.lt]ﬁgh;;%faélalogousthemsts in H?nduism, for, oglrfo:]laee;
: anesa, the lord of evil spirits clav {
of him are made aild i Kevers) daga 508
];ohe111 thr o made Wa.tegvorshlpped for several days and
n the Bora, the novice in the i
; : outer circle has his hod
E:li‘;t:c’li] over with re(}l, but at the cloge of his ixogitgailtel
iu'mselsf zlsl 1‘1; lf,itgool,T 1]:? thelreb_y cleansed, and then paints
1 . e other members of the tribe.
galﬁgep;’evi(])lusly been initiated, paint themseliregll?:a Zr}llg
OT the ceremony ; they too, at t} i
the pool and retire Whit(; 1i 2 the beomber, aparesh In
ol an ike the boombat, This tr
formation is to them source of much rejoicin,f_.g'us frons
3 the colour red was th(.e 32
S
g:cfigljé dantliﬂ S0 I:ilu}:afCh tells us that the Egyggsr?:
: ony red bullocks to Typhon 1
animal was reckoned unfit f e caorifion if o the
) : or this sacrifice if 1
:)Vf hlttle or bla.ck bair could be found on i:ej linac:;::lfille;
o ;elé.lfestlvals, the Egyptians assailed with insults
ane hZi ; u;gsd ail;llfr among them who happened to have
; an ¢ people of Coptos had the
gglgﬁI;‘OWIil‘ig an ass Slown a precipice because of (i:‘:;Stfég
i e god Typhon was to the Egyptians the
tiveo led cause pf everything evil, malignant, destruc-
o i)ﬁ:ﬁ:h:];%n% in éhe economy of nature, just’as Osiris
g eneticent sun, was an emblem of all that
Iv;\;a(;st Eo?d.o .S.et or Sutekh, that is, Typhon, hates h?:
ot er Osiris, and every evening murders him, the
Nar I{)ess kills the light, the evil slays the good’ In
Isgénl.:rs XIX. 2, the red heifer is o sin-offering fo.r the
idea,: la g(s), frglll)?.bly 1w1th some reference 10 the Egyptian
00Ut this colour.  In India, Ganesa, th
> ) e lord
all mischievous and malignant spir’its, is sy’mbolizea bo;
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red stones,* and the Cingalese when they are sick offer
a red cock to the evil spirit that has caused the sickness.
The blacks of Congo wash and anoint a corpse and then
paint it red,i and their black brethren of Madagascar,
when they are celebrating the rite of circumcision, never
wear anything red about them lest the child should bleed
to death, The negroes of Upper Guinea-—far enough
removed from our Australian Boras to prevent even a
suspicion of borrowing—make a similar use of the
colours red and white ; for in Benin, when a woman is
first initiated in the rites which the Babylonians
sanctioned in honor of their goddess Mulitta, she seats
herself on a mat in a public place and covers her head,
shoulders, and arms with the blood of a fowl ; she then
retires for her devotions, and these being finished she
washes herself, returns, and is rubbed all over with
white chalk where the blood had been.

The young ladies of Congo—also a black country— -

have a similar custom, but they besmear their faces and
necks with red paint.

Those who pass through the Bora paint themselves

white at its close. It is well known that in the ancient

rituals white was the colour sacred to the Sun, the -
benign god, before whom darkness flies away; evil 3
spirits must depart at the the crowing of the cock, the 3

harbinger of the dawn.
“ I have heard

The cock, that is the trumpet to the morn,
Doth with his lofty and shrill-sounding throat
Axake the god of day; and, at his warning,
‘Whether in sea or fire, in earth or air,
The extravagant and erring spirit hies
To his confine.”

In India white agates represent Siva, the eternal i
cause of all Dlessings; in Persia white horses wers
sacred to the Sun ; in Celtic Britain, some of the Welsh .§
people even now whiten their houses to keep away

devils ; and so with many other examples.

In these senses the boombat enters the Bora, with 3
the brand of Typhon upon him, exposed to all evil 3
influences, to disease and death from animals, men, and §
spirits, but after he has made the acquaintance of his
fathers’ gods and has learned the sacred songs and
dances of his tribe, he comes forth another man; he 4

* (Ganesa must have been originally a deity of the native black races, not

of the white Aryan conquerors. So also Krishna.

+ See note, p. 13,
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washes away the badge of darkness and evil and assumes
the livery of the children of light. The other men
whose Inottled colour is a confession of mingled ovooci
and evil in their lives, also emerge new men once more
purified and devoted anew to the service of the g00d, and
freed from the power of the evil, o
This felt subjection to unseen evil and aspiration for
deliverance from it, in the minds of our native races, is
not only.natural to man everywhere, but was a ma,r];ed
feature in the whole system of Akkadian magic; for
these old Chaldzans believed that innumerable sp}irits
each with a personality, were distributed throughou(,:
nature, sometimes in union with animate objects and
sometimes separately. Existing everywhere they had
each both an evil and a good aspect, at ome time
favourable, at another unfavourable, controlling birth
life, and death, regulating all the phenomena, beneficial
or destruciive, of air, earth, fire, water. A dual Spirit
bad and good, was attached to each of the celestial
bo_ches, and each living being; a constant warfare
existed and was maintained between the bad and the
§o1o$1, and, according as the one principle or the other
neia sway, so did blessings or disasters descend upon
nature and upon man. Hence the value of religious
rites such ag the. Bora: for, the due observance of these
repeated from time to time, gave, for a while at least,
the victory to the good spirits and brought blessings to
the faithful. Thus, then, I explain the red colour of the
nm{me at th.Q Bora, the red and white of the celebrants,
2(1;11; Ptllézecvlvhne colour of the whole when the service was

(D) Ridley says that the Bora is Baiamai’s ground. He

(d)

adds “ Balamadi sees all ; he knows all, if not directly
yet through Twrramulan, a subordinate deity. Turra-
mulan is mediator for all the operations of Baiamai to
man, and from man to Baiamai” ¢ Women must not
see f[jurr:}mulan on pain of death, And even when
mention is made of Turramulan or of the Bora, at which
Ilelp;6%51{1§s, the women slink away, knowing ’that it is
un g i

Suc}a}. m:ttec;‘ls .Ehem so much as to hear anything about
We have also seen that the Yiin tribe make an image
of _Dare.um.llun and set it up at their Boras. In the
Gringai tribe, the bull-roaring instrument, whose voice
begins the ceremony of the Bora and warns the women
not to look, is called Zirricoty, and is often made in the
shape of a fish ; the magic wand that Ridley mentions
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is durumbulum ; and the great ancestoral Bora ground
of the Kamilaroi tribe isat Z4éi-hai-hai. In Victoria
this same instrument, a correspondent tells me, is called
turndun, a name which I think should be written
durvm-dun, All these names are identical, and only
modifications of dara-mal-un, the original form ; thus
with a slight alteration of the spelling we have dara-
mil-un, furre-mil-un, durre-m-dun,  ddrry-mbulum,
tirri-coty, tirri-haihai. The root of all these f’orms is
dara, dar, Sanskrit dri, meaning to “ protect,” a root
found in all the great branches of human s‘peec% al‘ld
furnishing derivatives which mean ‘a prince,” “a
governor,” “a lord,” a “supremeruler.” Of the other
portions of these names I cannot at present give amy
satisfactory account. But I take the name De)gramqlu}l
to mean something like “Lord of the mysteries,” for it is
evident that he presides at the Bora, and is the source
of the blessings therein communicated. The use of a
fish-shaped roarer to indicate his presence leads me to
compare him with the Chaldean god, Hoa\,Z Hea,. }‘mlf
man half fish, who, in the Chaldweo-Babylonian religion,
was reverenced as the revealer of all religious and social
knowledge. His abods was the sea, the Persian Gulf,
where he passed the night, but by day he remained
among men to instruct them ; thus he became 2 legis-
lator and protector. Hea, as a god, “sees that all is in

order,” and, being acquainted with all sciences, he can ‘f
baffle the powers of evil by his magic arts. (Cf the §
“magic” shown by the Koradjie in the Bora in the 4

presence of Daramulun’s image.) The Akkadians, and

from them the Babylonians, invoked the aid of Hea, |
when spells and enchantments were found unavailing £
against the power of demons. So, in the Bora passage,

when Daramulun had been duly honoured and magic

influence conjured up for the driving away of all adverse }

spirits, the lad is taken into the inner circle and sees

the gods of his fathers, and learns to know them and their

attributes, just as in the greater Eleusinia of Greece the
duly qualified were, after a course of previous prepara-

tion, led into the inmer sanctuary in the darknessof -
night, and there by a dim light allowed to see and know }

the holy things.

The Indian Ganesa seems to correspond with Hea and
Daramulun, for the rite of marriage and other under- |
takings are commenced by the worship of Ganesa, who ]
drives away the malign effects of the malice of the evil
demons. He, too, must have come from the sea, for the '
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clay images which have been set up on his birthday
festival are afterwards thrown into water, as it were his
native element.

(£) The next step in the process of initiation is interesting ;

the boombat is shown a sacred wand, he gets a new
name, and certain white stones are given to him.

(¢) (1) The wand. In this there is the notion of consecra-

tion and sacredness, for, on the Egyptian monuments, the
deities are constantly represented as holding in one
hand a long rod or wand with a crook on the upper end
of it. The king also, and some of the highest officers of
state, carry this “ecrook.” In India, we find Yama, the
regent of the south, has a name from a sacred staff or
rod, and some religious impostors wear as badges of
sanctity a “staff” and a deer’s skin, The Magi of
Persia carried the Baregma or barsom, a divining wand,
as one of the badges of their ministry, and the magicians
of Egypt similarly had rods in their hands when they
stood in the presence of Pharach (Exodus vii. 12). The
traditions of Peru speak of a sacred golden wand borne
by the son and daughter of the Sun. These are analogies,
but the nearest approach to the use of the wand in the
Bora is, I think, to be found in the Finnish Kalevala,
where there is reference to a  celestial wand” (evidently
as in Peru a sun-wand), which protects its possessor from
all spells and enchantments. Even the gods are glad to
use 1t against the powers of evil. (2.) A new name,
Having now acquired a knowledge of sacred things, the
initiated is a new man, he is “ twice born,” and like hig
kinsman in Upper Guinea, already described, he will
come forth to the world under a new character, re-
nouncing his former estate. In India, a youth becomes
one of the ““twice born” by investiture with the sacred
cord, receiving thus a spiritual birth; thereafter like
our boombat, he passes into the hands of religious pre-
ceptors who teach him the sacred prayers, mystic words,
and devotional ceremonies. In more modern times,
when a monastic house or a nunnery received, from the
world without, one more recluse, a new name was given
by which he or she might thenceforward be known in
religion. The underlying idea in all these instances is
that a religious profession gives one a new character
and a new relation to the rest of the world. And who
will deny that this is true, whether the professor be black
or white? (3.) The white stones. I am inclined to
think that the boombat receives only one of these at a
time, and that the number of them increases according
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to the number of Boras he attends, until he becomes :
a full and accepted master of the craft.* In any case
they are used as talismans, and are carried in the belt 4
forlife. They are merely small pieces of quartz crystals,
but are so sacred that they must not be shown to the J
women. (See page 15.) The negroes of Guinea use §
small stones as fetishes, which they carry about their §
necks or under their armpits. These the priests sell |
after a formal consecration. The white colour is a sun- §
colour and is beneficent, as already shown ; hence the 7§
Hindus dedicated white stones to Siva, the eternally 4
blessed one. :
Under this head may I venture to quote the solemn
and sacred words:—*T will give him a white stone, and
in the stone a new name written which no man knoweth
saving he that receiveth it.”
The initiated lad is next led to a camp at a distance; heis
kept there for eight or ten days, receiving instruction g
specially in songs and dances ; he also eats here, and
his confidence in divine protection is tested by hideous |
noises during the darkness of the night. ;
(/) It is rather singular as a coincidence that the Dio-
o nysia and the greater Eleusinia of Greece also lasted §
nine or ten days, and that part of them was a solemn 8
meal and a solemn bathing or purification by waber;
thereafter instruction was given. So also a Brahman |
must reside with his preceptor for some time until he 4

has gained a thorough knowledge of the holy books; he §
must pass through certain purificatory rites which re-
move the taint of original sin ; one of these is the cutting 7

off of the hair, and with this seems to correspond the 4
knocking out of a front tooth practised by so many of §

our native tribes. 1

The singing and the dancing are everywhere essential {

parts of negro worship, and the dance is in its origin ]
religious. 1
Would that some one could gather together these §

songs of our aboriginals as used in the Bora ere our
native races become extinct! I believe that in these:
songs we should find their religion and their mythology, 1

at present so little known. ‘

()

*I am confirmed in this view by a conversation which I had the other ]
day with a black of the Gringai tribe, who comes from the Manning River. 4
He says that Boras are not often held now, but that two years ago they had 4
a Bora there at which eight were initiated, some of them big young men. |
A boy begins to attend the Bora when nine or ten years of age, and receivesa s
white stone each time until he has six ; he is then a man and may take agin. §
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(&) Then come the washing and the purification, which I have
already explained, but after that they join hands all
round, dance round the fire, and then jump inte it and
through it.

(9) To illustrate this I give a few quotations from Napier’s
“Folk Tore.” “On May Day the Druids used to light
large fire * on the summits of the highest hills, into which
they drove four-footed beasts, using certain ceremonies to
expiate for the sins of the people. The Pagan ceremony
of lighting these fires in honor of the Asiatic God Belus
gave its name to the entire month of May.” ¢ Until
very lately in different parts of Ireland, it was the com-
mon practice to kindle fires in milking yards on the first
day of May, and then many women and children leaped
through them, and the cattle were driven through in
order to avert evil influences.” In Rome, on the feast
of Pales, in April, the same forms of purification and
dedication were observed. The Medes and Persians were
fire-worshippers in the very region from which our
Kushites came, and even the Hottentots of the present
day retain the old customs, for they make their cattle pass
through the fire as a preservative against the attacks of
wild dogs. These observances came from the far East,
and are widely spread there ; we may not wonder, then,
that our Australian blackfellows, if, as I believe, they
came from Babylonian lands, have not forgotten them, and
still trust in the protection of the fire-god! If a black-
fellow is going to the river for water at a spot to which
his superstitious fears have given a bad name, he takes a
fire-stick in his hand to drive away the Krooben (an evil
spirit), and, if he thinks that the place where he is camped
at night is haunted, he kindles a fire there and removes a
little distance off, safe in the protection of the fire.

In India, the youth, when about to be invested with
the sacred thread, stands opposite the sun and walks
thrice round a fire, and in the marriage ceremony the
bride is led thrice round the sacred fire. .An incantation
used by the Chaldean sorcerers has these words i—
¢ May the god Fire, the hero, dispel their enchantments”
or spells for the injury of others.

I have thus considered at some length the institution of the

Bora, because it is the most important of all the social regulations
of the aboriginal tribes, and because its universal distribution,
dalthough with slight local differences in the manner of its celebra-
tion, seems to me a strong proof that our black tribes are homoge-
neous, of common origin, and not autochthonous, as some allege.



220 THE ABORIGINES OF NEW SOUTH WALES,

Is it possible that so many tribes differing in language and con-
fined by their laws and habits each to its own hunting-ground,
should have evolved from their own consciousness ceremonies so
similar, and which, when examined, correspond in §0 many points
with the religiousness of the ancient world? How is it that the
blacks of Australia and the blacks of Guinea have similar ceremo-
nies of initiation? Is it not because they have come from the
same ethnic source, and have thus a common ancestry and common
traditions ?

(B.) Marriage.

But let us now proceed with our subject. The last of the
twelve Sanskiras or purifications through which the young Brab-
man has to.pass is Vivaha, marriage, and this completes his equip-
ment as one of the * twice-born.” Our boombat, likewise, as soon as
his course of Boras is complete, is allowed to take a gin. And
here again there meets us a very interesting field of inquiry—the
marriage laws of the aborigines—but as the whole subject has been
fully discussed by Messrs. Fison and Howitt, in their book on ‘the
¢ Kamilaroi and Kurnai” systems,* there is little room for original

few facts known to me, and a few conclusions therefrom.

Our Australian aborigines know nothing of those romantic pre- |
liminaries to marriage, love and courtship, which the higher and 7§

more civilized forms of life have established in society. They

marry, it is true, and are given in marriage, but not on terms of -
equality or mutual esteem ; for the woman becomes the property §
of her husband, is treated as his drudge, and often receives cruel ;

usage at his hands ; her position is that of an inferior ; when he

this is hazardous to both, for the male relatives of the woman pur-

sue, and, if they overtake the fugitives, the man has to defend him- §
self against their attacks ; if he displays superior prowess and beats
off his assailants, he keeps the woman, but, if he has to surrender }

or is killed, the woman is taken back to her parents; if they ‘ Matha (kangsroo) is the daughter of Kubbitha

manage to escape pursuit for a time, they are safe.

An aboriginal community is divided into four intermarrying ;

gKubbi ~ is tl ter :
classes, which in the Kamiluroi tribe——one of the best knowa | Kubbitha (opossum) is the daughter of Matha (opossum): therefore

are called—
1 2 3 K %}b'
Male ......... Ipai Kumbo Murri ubbi
Female ...... I}lgatha Butha Matha Kubbitha

* Kamilarotl and Kurnai by Fison & Howitt,

4 havk, Black Crow, and Stingaree.
A still the four classes, but under different names and with different
] sub-classes.
Jmarrying between members of the same class, but an Ipai must
Juarry a Kubbitha, a Murri a Butha, and so on.
i descent, as given by authors who have written on this subject, is

Geo, Robertson, Melbourne,
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P The first and second of these classes have each the same sub-
-§ tivisions, named after native animals, which they take as their
ff lotems, viz,, Emu, Bandicoot, Black Snake, while the third and
3 fourth take Kangaroo, Opossum, Iguana. The Gringai tribe has

the same cla~s divisions, except that Murri is with them called
Biah, and their subdivisions are Black Snake, Bandicoot, Eagle-
Other tribes elsewhere have

The law of intermarriage is such that there is no

The rule of

this +—* Descent is veckoned through the mother.” To this rule,

Jlowever, there are exceptions, where the children follow the
A father’s classification.
@more generally applicable rule :— Qhildren take the class and
Rutem of their grandparents,” and this rule, so far as I can see,

I am therefore disposed to offer this as a

mits of no exceptions in the tribes which I have examined. Tt

Jorresponds also with a natural impulse among ourselves in the

- . §iming of our children,
research here, and I shall therefore content myself with stating a g t

I tabulate my view thus :—

Laws oF DESCENT AMONG THE ABORIGINES.

RULE :—¢ Ohildren take the classification of their
grandparents.”

FOR MALES.

_ JMurri (kangaroo) is the son of Ipai (emu): therefore Lis sons are
walks abroad, she follows, as a lackey does his master, two or

three yards behind, and if he speaks to her, or she to him as they §y;pp; (opossum) is the son of Kumbo (bandicoot) : therefore his
walk, he does not stop or turn round to converse, but goes right on 3

with an air of native dignity and conscious superiority, talking all ‘ lpai (black snake) is the son of Murri (iguana) : therefore his sons
the while. Informing this relation of marriage, the woman hasno

choice, unless indeed, when she elopes with some young man; buf 3

Ipai (emu).
sons are Kumbo (bandicoot).

are Murri (iguana).

Kumbo (bandicoot) is the son of Kubbi (opossum) : therefore his
sons are Kubbi (opossum).

FOR FEMALES,

(kangaroo) :

therefore her daughters are Kubbitha (kangaroo

her daughters are Matha (opossum)

Ipatha (emu) is the daughter of Butha (emu) : therefore her

daughters are Butha (emu).

IButha (black snake) is the daughter of Ipatha (black snake):

therefore her daughters are Ipatha (black snake).
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The lineal descent thus becomes —

For MaLes. For FEMALES.
Ipai Kumbo Kubbitha Bu’iha
Murri Ku’bbi Maf,ha, Ipatha
Ipai Kumbo Kubbitha But‘ha,
Turri Kubbi Matha Ipa.tha,'
Mz;lc% 80 OIL and so on. and so on. and so on.

Tt is also a curious arrangement in these tribes that every man
in any one class is supposed to have marital rights over ex:r[ery'
woman in the class with which he can marry ; thus evgy pal
regards every Kubbitha woman as his wife wn posse. epceht
young man of the Ipai class, as soon as by t1‘1bai1 (iewrfnonflesm .
has acquired the right to marry, may go to the a )oc~e of a e; Ay Z
of KuDbitha girls and say to one of them, in the presence ol he
parents—
karranulla

will take

yaralla
by and by.

coolaid
wife
His demand thus made cannot be refused, and the parents mu}slt
keep the girl until he comes to take her as his wife. Vthnthe
does return, and his presence In the camp is recognized, the
woman whom he has chosen retires to a little distance, constructs
a gunyah, that is, a rude hut of branches and bark of ’c-reles(i
kindles a fire, and sits down within. The bridegroom is then le
to the spot by his father or some old man of the tribe, occuple(s1
the hut with her, and without further ceremony they are husban
and wife. Bub the marriage relation is not always formed in so
peaceful a fashion as this; for there may be a blood feud betweeg
this muurri (black man) and the family of the gin (Wome;nn), 34;1}11
although the parents cannot, according to tribal law, retuse © g
demand when made, yet they do not allow the woman to go a.n(1
signify her consent to the marriage by preparing the gunyah an
the fire. In this case the musré secures the assistance of S(i;\me
young fellows of his own, class ; watching their opportunity, they
Seize the woman and carry her off by force: thus the ma,rr%a%e
seems to be by capture, but is really the assertion of a right
which the law sanctions.* The man, however, Is not .hkelytg
have quiet possession of his bride—the blood feud 1forblds ; an
5o the male relations of the Kubbitha assemble and pursue the

Ngara
I

S
* T think that the Rape of the Sabines is an instance of this, the blood
foud probably arising from the slaying of Remus.
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pair ; the mearre is challenged to meet their champion ; if he is
victorious in the single combat, he keeps his wife ; if not, he loses
hiswife and perhaps his life ; thus the blood is atoned. But, if he
is & warrior and his superior prowess is known and acknowledged
by his adversaries, they do not encounter him openly, but sneak
about and watch until they can take him unawares, perhaps
wleep or stooping to drink ; then they pierce him through with
their spears ; thus again the blood is atoned.
A Sometimes the men carry off the wives of others. This we may
‘B allaboriginal abduction. Where the husband has been oppressive
A or cruel, the wife probably expects to have greater comfort in her
A new relation. On one occasion two men carried off two gins. The one

of the men, being afraid of the consequences of his act, gave back
the woman he had. The other stood and defended himself with
his Zeeloman (shield) against forty others armed with spears and
boomerangs. He won the gin.

Sometimes they exchange wives, so as to assort ages better.
@ One strange social custom exists among them. A man must
At speak to his wife’s mother ; they converse through a third
Mprson. In the Ooalaroi country, a friend of mine one day said
‘dnddenly to his black boy, “There's Mary; call her; I want to
Aseak to her.” The boy took no mnotice of the command, and
Wvhen challenged for this, he replied, “ You know I can’t speak to
Athat fellow. ”  But there is no restriction on their converse with
“Athe wife's father.
4 A man’s dignity and importance in the tribe are measured by
Bhe number of wives he has, as amongst us by the number of

wrvants or retainers. Thus the chiefs have often three or four
wives, while the commonalty have to content themselves with one
Auly. A white man, who escaped from penal discipline herelong
$uo and lived many years among the blacks, had four wives
Jusigned to him by the head man of the tribe, to carry his bag-
HAnge and to do all servile work for him.

(C.) Condition and duties as @ man.

4 The aurre is now subject to tribal government and tribal law.
‘4fe has assumed the position of 2 man and a member of the tribe,
Jud is henceforth under authority and answerable to an adminis-
Qmtive and executive power which can punish bhim for wrong-
Qling. This power—this authority—is, by tribal custom, placed
An the hands of the chiefs—the old and experienced men—an
Qoriginal senate and witenagemot. In the Kamilaroi tribe, at
Rlast, the rank of chief does not appear to have been hereditary ;
Jir & man who showed conspicuous valour as a warrior, or saga-
Rty in counsel, or skill ag an orator, might attain to a seat in the
Junate, while the sons of a chief might lose their father’s place, if
Jley wore found uwnworthy of it Nor are our blackfellows
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without precedent in thiy, for in more civilized communities else-
where, in which hereditary right was fully acknowledged, the
heir to a throne has been set aside because of his unfitness for the

duties of the office ; while, on the other hand, the mere force of

worth and ability has raised a stranger even to the imperial purple. .

The general council of the tribe, then, consists of these chiefs, who
have the sole control of all its affairs, the determination of peace
and war, the power to summon assemblies,and the right to enforce
the execution of tribal punishments. The tribe, if not too small,
is divided into several sub-tribes, each one occupying its own
tawrai or hunting and food ground, within which it must strictly
confine itself®
chief and a member of the Council. 'When a matter occurs which

demands deliberation, they assemble apart from the camp and discuss

and resolve. ¢ I once,” writes a friend, ¢ came suddenly upon alot
of the old men sitting in a circle in anxious consultation. As
I passed on, one of them whispered to me not to tell anybody that 1
had seen them.” In these meetings the oldest chief presides, and
such is the respect shown to old age that he could carry a
measure by his single voice. The chiefs sit as magistrates to decide
on all complaints that are brought before them.
they impose are various ; for serious offences against tribal law,
such as the divulging of sacred things, they decree death by the
spear ; if a man has spoken to his wife’s mother, he is obliged to
leave the camp and pitch his gunyah at some distance from it, and

to remain there for some time; if a husband complains that his

wife is feruwmu (“wanton”), and the council finds her guilty, she

is taken without the camp and exposed there to the insult of all

who choose to come ; but for smaller offences, the man is ordered

by the chiefs to stand forth armed only with a Zeelaman or shield -

and defend himself against the spears and boomerangs thrown at
him by a set number of men varying according to the nature of
the fault he has committed ; only one spear is thrown at him ata

* To illustrate the cogency of the taurai regulation, I give this anecdote.
Long ago, in the Ooalaroi country, one division of the tribe had increased
so much in numbers that their hunting-ground was too strait for them, and

a scarcity of food eusued. They therefore sent their messenger to the
adjacent sub-tribe requesting them to surrender a portion of their ground. 3
This was refused, on the ground that it was against tribal law, and that §

even as it was, their own {aurai furnished them barely enough of food. The
former then sent back an insolent message to say that they would come and
take what they wanted and would leave the others only grass to eat. The
latter replied, that, if so, they would appeal for justice and aid to the
neighbouring sub-tribes. Notwithstanding, the two sections assembled
their forces and met ; as usual, numerous parleys ensued, much talk and
angry oratory ; at last it was agreed that next day an egual number from
each side should fight it out, but when the time for action came, their
courage, I suppose, began to fail them, for the dispute was settled by single
combat, This is the common course and issue of a tribal quarrel.

The head man of each of these sub-tribesiss °

The punishments
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lt’ull'e and he is warned each time of throwing ; his relatives stand
yin his interest. In some tribes if the offence is not of an
lliza.gmtude, the offender’s gin is allowed to stand beside heir'
d:;l:f,rtxlcliea:;nzd Wltht]a conny (“yamstick”) ; with this she strikes
ears as they approach. N ievan rever,
we settled without thg inIi;IeJrventionl\f)?nZheg ﬁsf?izsl?;éeilogl;e‘;(;r’
nugh and ready way common among schoolboys, For iilsta o
;ug,lilélhai bein found stealing from his neiglfbour; or twov 11;:;
;rvel about women ; a fight ensues, and with
vhich may happen to be at hand ; the one or ther gete Ty
Lead broken and there the matter ends. 1?[1;) a ﬂ;:t %ﬂ?lr %lizs 01’1;:
ZEm,m}clls a.W;L_y at the other, who defenlds
i 72; ne continues i i
stired ; then his adversary sets to work Sllv?;;erllllilf }iool‘lz’zsfbu;gﬂt%le
Bue manner, until the one or the other succumbsg Sometim;e
o, in more serious matters the chiefs are not required to intmf
ene.  If 2 man has by force married g woman in violation of
kibal law, the woman’s relatives complain to the man’s class :
they are bound to compel the man to give back the Wm;mna's S&
tbllleyddo not, a party feud arises _which can be appeased only)b
ood. The following description of such o party battle \V‘IZ
yr‘l‘tten nearly fifty years ago, and is copied from a private journle‘
~“10th September, 1833.—T was to-day present for the first time
] ia battle of natives, ten men being engaged on each siclle lli:
Jear spot had been selected as the placeaof combat. The two
ands advanced to about thirty paces from each other ; then a
urley commenced in which words got higher and higher Juntil ir
lasperation two or three boomerangs were thrown frem the on1
46; presently the others returned the challenge in the same wa, .
; nd the,n the parties gallantly closed and begail belabouring og(i
nother’s heads unmercifully with their waddies ; three or fogur of
e combatants were soon prostrate, and the blood on their hacks
glowed that the blows had been forcibly applied. Threats dark
‘.’,l deep were now heard, spears were got ready for action anci
Jpe dreadful howl of defiance was raised ; the combatants ;twail
posed. each other, but with more deadly weapons than befcorﬂ1
Put while the sight of blood arouses the valorous feelings of the
pen, it evidently excites the softer sensations of the oaler sexle
pr 0w all at once rushed hetween the parties a hag bearing the
fome of woman ; her eloquence was great if we ma; judge c'from
fhe noise she m{l.de 5 she “suited the action to the word ?md the
] orc! to the action’ 5 and a8 often asa man lifted a spear to throw.
gue interposed herself ; her violence was becoming outrageous,
{ien there came forward from the opposite side a woman als:;
fmed with a tomahawk, and seemed inclined to take summary
Feans to quiet the fivst intruder ; she, however, was not ' to be‘ :/1
feunted, for in reply she brandished her stick as though game ’;rz
£ i ne te
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the backbone. The angry mood, howeveg‘, 05 these {:w;gleél(iﬂ::

y y 1 to threaten, and

suddenly changed, for they ceased t 2

endeavour to p%esérve peace between their ‘frlends. 1But (fh}?efj;':fé

finding her efforts in this direction unavailing, a.ba,l.lch O%e. hersell

to des;air, and, seizing a tomahawk, cut 1}1(:11 hlead t\Vltcué Sl}lllort st

3 ' y intended also to

dreadful manner. Whether she in )

existence or no remains an unsettled question, for the tomahawk

was wrested from her hands. . :
‘ The female affray was to me by far the most amqsnig part oft ;ollg

business, and no London fisherwomen could have assailed oneanother .

Thus it is that the chiefs administer the affairs of the tribe and
maintain the order of the community. Those whom they govern
hold them in the highest estimation.” But other classes of men of
great influence in the tribe are the koradjies or “doctors,” and the
“wizards” who are supposed to deal in magical arts. These men
4 have no share in the government, although a chief, if he is so
J inclined, may practice as a Koradjie.

% The favourite mode of cure in disease is the suckin,

g of the part
affected.  And here the Koradjie is both a mountebank and a

successful practitioner, for there is no doubt that his method will

. : i r with more ready language. 4 often work g cure, for, like a sinapism or an counter-irritant, it
WIt;h groater seel{':nn;lg Y%ﬂﬁﬁ?’f&tﬁ«s stuck in thzair hair—a sure ¥ draws the disease from its seat in %he inner t}i,ssues and makes it
, “The one par { :-( ns‘ were deadly.” J depart through the poves of the skin. But, along with this, they
sign tha thel_r . e]il o a blood feud has to be atoned, the whole . 4 endeavour to secure the curative influence of imagination and
In some tnbeskW 161]1m> of the aggressor meets the Zotem (say, ' therefore work upon the credulity of their patients. A man hag
totem (say, blaﬁ -51’1.a tim : Champﬁgns are selected to represent 4 s pain in his arm or alump in his side ; he applies to the Koradjie,
bandicoot) of bt 7e v101 the remainder of the men of these fofems 4 who sucks the part and in a little produces from his mouth
each side as above, an 4 asmall piece of quartz, which he says is the pain or the magic
o spectator:sl. f chiefs also appoints the public officers of the # suge of the pain, extracted from the arm ; or lie shows g round
e comnl ~9 i 11e f these is the marbull, the “herald” or .3 pebble from the man’s side ; the patient firmly believes that this
tnbe_. The lempaﬁ Omust be a man fluent of speech and a good d stone was thrown at him and into him some days before by the
public messenger. ?n safety between and through hostile tribes, § malevolent spirit of some blackfellow, whoge grave he passed ; or
traveller.  He passos llable cufd he is known to be a herald by the 3 again, a boy has his foot burned ; the Koradjie sucks the wound
for his Perso.nhls];nvm ars ,r;und his forehead. Charged with a /8414 brings out of his mouth a large piece of charcoal, and now the
red net whic hi etvs‘r]ge ‘he approaches the camp of the enemy, @ wound must heal. The blacks firmly believe in the efficacy of
messase frown} eson ’knowln by a peculiar cooece, This brings Rihese means of cure, and do not like to be told that it is all
and makes msupl ('elsencz within hearing of his call ; he sits dowR §ionsense. The sucking however is really effective in the cage of
around him a -lw ;ofa; a long time,* nor do they speak a word 0 @ make hites 5 two or three Koradjies continue ‘sucking the bitten
and romains Sl]e'n- b O ae is%oosed’ and then his eloguenceislike 8 ot relieving each other, until the patient is out of danger.
hn'n t'lc}lta;i'jszz 'nlsle (i);l%;;tenecl to with the greatest attention ; the They have also some rational modes of cure; they gather herbs,
21112?51 consult, and he wa'its th«lare for the night or perhaps for
several day§ t(')hrecel‘vff‘t}iil; ;ePw)]:ite man’s message is likewise . directions, and applies them externally. They also use the earth
Ayt w e:!nf Cm}e}n {fu‘ouo‘h a hostile territory. He carries § bath for a heavy cold which other remedies have failed to dislodge ;
?11?‘26(111;1111): Spsi:f:eeo? stick with a notch at the end and fixedin for 2 bath, they dig a hole in any loose moist earth which they
in o 3

this is & piece of white paper having the message written onit fep find, and place the patient in it, filling in the earth around
his is  pe

To attack or injure this messenger is to raise a feud with the J bim until it is up to his neck ; he continues in {he bath foound
o attack :
whole tribe of white men.

4ive hours, and during this time he shouts for pain ; drinks of

. « 'ck&l) A‘ . . . . . . .
In some parts of Queensland, the tribes use “message sti g vater are supplied to him and s profuse sweat is induced, The

i i i ith Ystrong re over, but sometimes the patient dies from exhaustion
X rk or of thin split wood, oblong in shape, wi {#trong recover, o s the | e .
T.he_se a,reJC Elecgi:sf :?111 gfagks on l‘)nhe flat ’side. In some 727 § The wizards are & more dan gerousand dreaded class of the s
}uskﬁ'ggblé etg them these nicks and dimpled marks indicate § munity than the doctors, They are belioved o s e com-
e 1 ’ . . - g
’101111e mfmber of men and women about whom information is wanted §

Jond death at will, to bring or drive away rain, and to do many
or sent.

Jother similar things, They pretend to have converse with the
dwirits of the departed ; they can climb into the sky by ropes or
1by turning themselves into birds ; there they talk with the ghosts
Jnd get knowledge and agsistance from them. Sometimes the

¥ It is always a grievous violation of native etiquette t(1)§ ask a man why
ke has come ; he is allowed to choose his own time to speak.
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spirit of an animal, such as the native bear, would enter a w1z.arg‘,
who thenceforward could speak cm_wgb'oree sOngs as one insﬁp}l:‘e.
In all these experiences of our 1}11tla,te‘d nurirt, now tha ule.ls
a member of the tribe, there is nothing unique, nothing s0 pec ij.]r
that it may not be found, in essence at least, in other sav 2,ge c}(l) v
munities, Having therefore thus stated a few facts to Is 0
the conditions under which the maerre continues to live, 1 pass
on e 1II.—TrE PERIOD OF OLD AGE. N
Tere we meet with an amiable feature of the aborlgu.x;i
character ; they never desert their aged or trelz;t kth(inzl g;ut
inhumanity. Many a time have I seen blind old ;)1 ) 1e da. out
by the hand, as carefully and patiently as a,'moth.erlea i o
child ; if his guides were offered food, Boko }'ecelved is due s 1fi1,rh ;
even the glass of rum was held to his lips that he too migl ¢
have his mouthful of it. From their carliest years the );011111‘3
people of the tribe are taught to rcsp'ect‘the old, and 1;0111561 o e
duties laid upon the mnovice 1n his mst.rt}ctaonh fm ; 3:3 ; (})ﬁs
requires him when a successful hunter to }?rmfg the best o
prey and lay it at the door of the aged and infirm. o who
Some of our blacks are long-lived. T know of ‘one or two
are supposed to be over eighty years of age; ﬂ" another, sa;l};ssa
friend, ‘ must be nearly a nund.red years of age fromall accgu i ;
but wherever they are brought into contact with the vme:s[ o Wt 113
men, as in our larger towns, they die off very rapidly. atn 0
that in the Maitland district fifty years ago there was a wa.rr};)(li'
known as Jimmie Jackass ; he and his son and grandson all di
ithin thirty years. )
‘Vli;l oilsd peisg-n, when no longer able to follow the camp asl 1}3{311102768
about from place to place, and evidently near d_e1ath, is le S}? g
suitable spot in charge of one or two others; if a Woman,1 ];30 :
tended by 2 woman and a girl; if a man, hy a man an(, a.th )1.
When death comes, they dig the grave and inter the body or other-
'y it, and then rejoin the camp.
" B’I‘ehléugl{;ck’s bury in ang* soft ground which may hapl?en to be’
near, but some tribes, as those on the ?gterson and the Ulpl;ex'
Bogan, have regular burying grounds wnich have beetn us{vaicl : ](;1
generations, and nare considered sacred.  To tl}‘ese a corpse will e'
brought from the distance of many .mlles. « My black bc::y,l ”say;
a correspondent, « wishes to be'buned where he was rear ecl.l
need not compare with this similar practices and desires In all ages
and countries. o
VWherever a tribe does not inter the dead, the body is smlpb;
wrapped in two sheets of bark, which are secured with cords o
kurrajong;* it is then placed in a hollow tree.

—— e

* A native tree with very tough twigs.

7} sometimes buried in the Bora ground.
‘3 two sticks are set up in the ground near the grave; each is about
32 feet long, shaped like a nwllah and painted red; their tops
4 we covered with the fine white down from the cockatoo.
A Kamilaroi country, not only is the bark of the adjacent trees
‘g marked with devices, but another grave is dug and no body placed in
qit; this they do, the blacks say, “to cheat the Krooben.”
‘§ Krooben, as I have already explained, is a malevolent spirit that
Avanders about at night and carries off little children from the
Jamp ; and “cheating the Erooben” seems to imply that he also
Qtears and devours the spirits of the dead. A correspondent tells
dme that “the Kiilin tribe (Victoria) believed that each man and
Jmimal had a mardp, ¢ ghost or spirit, which could pass into other
Jlodies ; the marip of a man could, during his life, leave his body
‘A sleep and visit others in dreams ; after his death it was sup-
Aposed to wander about, revisit the grave, interview the mairips of
qits living friends in dreams, eat up the remains of food left lying
Jsbout, and warm itself at the night fires.
A4 vas seen sitting on a grave with a broken spear in his hand, he
g vas naturally regarded as a murp come back to visit his body.”

§lower Guinea.

. C fuchantments of an enemy. At the grave they ask the corpse
If interment is the
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4 practice, a grave is neatly dug, round but not very deep, and a
4 friend goes down into it and tries if it is suitable.
4 the meantime has, while warm, been made into the form of a ball,
o knees to chin, and tied up in bark ; it is brought to the grave,
4 but before it is lowered into it, a wizard, standing by, questions
& the deceased and asks him who caused his death, and so on, to
; which answers are given by an old black on the other side. When

The body in

the body is in the grave, weapons and articles of clothing are
placed beside the dead man,* all present, and especially his rela-
tives, contributing something ; the women and men then utter

J pitiful yells and cut their heads till they stream with blood ;
then all is covered up, and the company departs.
A for the dead is continued for three or four months ; the relatives,

The mourning

mostly the women, smear their heads with pipeclay, and at supper
time and at night raise loud yells and cut their heads with toma-
hawks or knives ; the streaming blood is left to dry there.
Elsewhere the grave is like ours in shape, and the body is laid in
flat, on a sheet of bark ; above the body is another sheet of bark
and then grass, logs, and earth, the earth on the surface being
left in a mound somewhat in shape like a halfmoon ; the trees
also near the spot are decorated as in the Bora ; the chiefs are
In one part of Queensland

In the

The

Thus, when Buckley

Something analogous to this is found among the blacks of
‘When a man dies, they ascribe his decease to the

* Thus they show their belief in a life after death, as many other nations

qd.
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who bewitched him, who took away his life ; why he departed,
was it because he was dissatisfied, and soon. They believe that souls
pass into other bodies, but that the deceased still lives in another
state, and therefore they inter with him most of his effects and
valuable presents from his friends. They believe also that the
wizards by their incantations can raise the dead man, and make
him hunt and fish and work as a slave for them ; therefore, they
erect at the burying ground a wooden image of the god who is the
guardian of their dead ; thus the wizards are foiled. Is this the
meaning of the carvings on the trees and the red sticks at the
graves of our aboriginals 1

Our blackfellows desert their camp where one of them has died;
50 also do the Hottentots. An explanation may be found in a belief
shared by many ancient nations, but most developed among the
Hindus—that when the ¢gross body” is laid in the grave, or
burned, the soul still lives in a material form, but that at first this
is only a “subtile” not a real body, and therefore restless and
miserable—a foul wandering ghost ‘ unhouseled, disappointed,
unaneled,”—so miserable as to have delight in doing malignant
acts and taking revenge on all living creatures. Hence, also, of
old, among various nations, savage and civilized, funeral rites were
renewed ab various intervals, for it was by these that the soul
gradually attained to the possession of a real body capable of en-
Joying its new life.

To illustrate the funeral arrangements of the Gringal tribe, I
again quote from the private journal to which
referred—King Jackey’s funeral, August, 1833. “A long neck
of land is here formed by the junction of a creek with the river,
and the extremity of it, surrounded on three sides by the brush,

was the place of interment, as pretty & spot for the purpose as 1 §

know of anywhere. When I approached I saw an old man dig-

ging the grave ; this was a most laborious task, for the ground was
very hard, and the only tool he used was a tomahawk. The form
of the grave was oval, and the depth when finished short of 4 feet. -

There were about a dozen or more of blacks squatting or standing
around, and amongst them the father, mother, and several brothers
of the deceased. The parents were howling in company, the
man’s voice resembling the three sounds a-—— @
dwelt upon ; the female’s more treble, like ¢t—— ou——. This
noise they kept up without intermission. The body itself, trussed

up in as small compass as possible and wrapped in rugs, was on the |

ground about 4 yards from the grave, supported by two relatives,

who, as they bent over it on their knees, gave full tokens of their ;

grief and affection. The digging being finished, the sexton went
to some of the youngest and freshest-looking trees, and, breaking
off the small leafy branches, proceeded to line the grave with them.
‘When this was done, the brother of the deceased descended to try

1 have already

ar, long |
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4 whether the grave was comfortable, which he did by lying in it in
4 the position the body was to occupy. Some slight alterations were
9 reqqn‘ed, and when these were made the younger members of the
4 family came forward and, surrounding the corpse, lifted it from the
4§ ground.  While doing this they gave a great shout and blew with
4 their mouths* and waved with their hands over the body. These
§ same observances were repeated while the body was being lowered
into the grave, where the brother of the deceased had already
3 placed himself ready to receive the body and to lay it carefully so
hat not a particle of earth should touch it. The shout then set up
y all of them was awfully deafening. The old father, rushing by
4 me, seized a tomahawk and cut his head in several placest until
.4 the blood gushed in quantities from the wounds. Amnother old man
4 snatched the instrument from him and covered his own head with
ashes ; three or four did the same, some most viciously, while

¥ others seemed to think that a very little of that sort of thing was

3 enough ; the howling continued all the while. Bark was now

4 placed carefully over the body, and the old men stretched them-

selves at full length on the ground and howled dreadfully. Oneof

; hem at length got up and took a piece of bark which he placed

Jacross the grave and stretched himself on it, crying with all his

dmight. T then left them, nothing of the ceremony remaining but

4 the filling up of the grave.”} °

4 An instance of the affection of the black—savage (can we call

4him so?) attended the burial of King Jackey. His mother could

4 2ot be induced to leave the spot ; she sat there refusing food until

§ome morning she was found dead on the grave! She was buried

{beside her son, and not long after a little dog that had belonged to

4 the old woman was also found dead on her grave. These are facts.

4 These, then, are the chief points of interest in connection withold

43ge, death, and burial—the third and last head of my subject.

_And now, as thisessay has already swollen to unexpected dimen-
Jsions, I will conclude with one or two specimens of aboriginal

mythology which, I believe, are entirely new. Our native races
are attentive observers of the stars; as they sit or lie around the
camp fire after night-fall, their gaze natwrally turns to the
{starry vault above, and there they see the likenesses of many
{things with which they are conversant in their daily life—
young men dancing a corroboree (Orion), and a group of damsels
looking at them (the Pleiades), making music to their dance—the

*The blacks do this also when they are driving away the rain-cloud
They rub their hands together, and looking up puff aws; yth al e

tCf. 1 Kings xviii. 2§; also Deut, xiv. gl. PP v ihe wan.

T Ong mode of burial seems to be more honorable than another, for
vhile King Jackey was buried trussed up, others have been buried at the
same spot only wrapped up in bark at full length.
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opossuin, the emu, the crow, and so on. But the olc}) m‘en l(l)f
the Gringai tribe say that the regions © above the sky alelt ‘e
home of the spirits of the dead, and that there are fig-trees there
and many other pleasant things; many men of their race are
there, and that the head of them all is L gr \
not visible, but they all agree that he is in the sky. A grea;'t ;l‘
than he is the great Garaboon, or Garaboong, who, while on eartn,
was always attended by a small man ; but _now the two shine as
comrades in the sky—the “Heavenly Twins. Both Garaboong
and Menee are < skeletons.” In his mortal state Garaboong was a
man of great rank and power ; he was so Tjall that his feet could
touch the bottom of the deepest rivers ; his only food was snakes
and eels ; one day, not being hungry, he buried a snake and taﬁn
eel ; when he came back to eat them he saw fire issuing fr"om the
ground where they were; he was warned by his companion, tie
little man, not to approach ] €
fire and l’)oldly caﬁlle near ; then a whirlwind seized him and
carried him up “above the sky,” 1W}111?e‘hlet%nd his companion
still are and “ can be seen any starlight night. ]

These two legends are inter)esting. Menee is to them the faithfu
and king of the black races, whom he now rules anilc will ru e in
spirit-land ; he was once a mortal, but now he is a skele‘olont —lzia
spiritualized being, without flesh and blood. I observe that s
name, strange to say,
hiero’glyphicainscriptijt;ns to the first king of Egypt, Menee——’?y
Herodotus called Menes—the head of the First Dynasty of mortals.
He was a public benefactor, for he exeguted several 1mporta.nz
works, and taught his people the worship of Phtah, the grea
artificer-god of Egypt (Herodotus IT. 99). He must hz.weiv Is.ome
mythical relation to the human race, for in Greece he is ! mos(i
king of Crete, * Minoia regna,” author of many u‘seful laws,l ans
afterwards a judge of the shades of the de.ad ; In (rree'cel ‘gIdso, he 13
Minyas, the founder of a race of heroes ; in India he is Menu, an
in old Germany Mannus. )

The story of Garaboong seems to correspond with that of the
Dioscouroi—Castor and Pollux—who also were mighty heroes
and benefactors of mankind. The ancient Germans (Tacitus,
Germ. 43) worshipped them in a sacred grove and callec(:1 theuil;
Alcis, which may mean the “mighty” ounes, tall as the deepes
rivers. ‘

How have our blackfellows come to have the name Menee and
such a myth about him. Are the name and myth invented b{{
them, autochthonously ¢ .Are they not rather a survival—derive
from a common origin—of traditions
undivided human family.

In conclusion, let any one ask me

how it is that our aborigines,

if they are of such an origin as T assign to them, have sunk solow

a great man, Menee ; he is

but he declared he did not fear the -

is exactly the same as that given on the

which belong to the once
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4 in the scale of humanity as to be regarded among the most
A degraded of the races of men. I deny that this estimate of them
4 is well-founded ; on the contrary, I assert that it was formed long
4 ago by those who imperfectly understood the habits and the social
4 organization of our native tribes, and has been ignorantly passed
4 from mouth to mouth ever since ; that, when these are thoroughly
Jexamined, our blackfellows are not the despicable savages that
4 they are too often represented to be, They have or had virtues
@which we might profitably imitate; they are faithful and
4 affectionate to those who treat them kindly; they have rules of
qfamily morality which are enforced by severe penalties; they
show the greatest respect to age ; they carefully tend and never
glesert the sick and infirm ; their boys are compelled to content
A themselves with meagre fare, and to bring the best of the food
4 vwhich they have found and present it to the aged members of the
giribe and to those who have large families. I am assured by one
4 vho had much intercourse with them for thirty years that he never
@imew them to tell a lie and that his property was always safe in
Yiheir hands ; another, who has been familiar with them since he
Jvas a child, says :—* Naturally they are an affectionate, peaceful
{reople, and considering that they have never been taught to know
dright from wrong their behaviour is wonderful ; T leave my house
4open, the camp close by, and feel the greatest confidence in them.”
Then, again, although the material civilization of the world was
4oommenced by the race of Ham, yet the task soon fell from their
qbands, for morally they were unfit for it; for the conservation
qud first dissemination of a pure and undefiled religion we are
findebted to the race of Shem; while the sons of Japheth have
Yone forth to rule the earth and the sea—audax Japets genus—
{ud to spread the blessings of good government and the arts and
Juventions of an enlightened age to the remotest lands. The
{Hamites, on the other hand, have continued to sink in the social
frale, have been persecuted and oppressed oy the other races, and
qlus debased ; and wherever, as in our island, the sky above and
Jhe earth beneath have conspired to rvender the means of life
qreagre and precarious, there the process of decay has been
Jucelerated, and physically their condition has been very low, but
il among their social institutions there are traces of better
hings. 'Would that we had a full record of what they really are
fkfore they pass away from among us !




