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Dr. GLapsToNE thanked the audience for the cordial manner
in which they had received his communication. There had
no doubt heen eriticisms, as well as the addition of several
interesting facts; but he did not think that any statement of
his had been impugned, except when Mr. Gowland denied that
the small quantity of cuprous oxide would make copper hard.
This had been stated on the authority of Dr. Percy. There
was no doubt that the adze found at Tell-el-Hesy, which was
very rich in red oxide, was very hard indeed. Mr. Myres’
observations on the hammering of celts which had been cast in
a mould would warrant the addition of hammering as another
means by which the ancients sought to harden their copper
tools.

He did not think that the fact of no transition period between
the use of stone and that of bronze being found in Japan and
some other countries was any argument against the theory he
supported. Some nations must necessarily be first in the dis-
covery of the value of copper, and in the art of hardening it by
tin ; and when bronzs tools Lecame comnon, and the science of
navigation advanced, they would naturally be carried as mer-
chandize to other nations that had not yet advanced beyond
the use of stone implements. Thus it is not likely that speci-
mens of an intermediate stage would be fonnd there. It
appeared to him that the theory which explained the largest
number of facts was that the aneient nations about the eastern
I("m of the Mediterranean, Egypt, Chaldwa, Syria, Cyprus,
reece, Sardinia, did pass through a iransitional period of the
use of copper implements before the invention of bronze.

‘With reference to Mr. Rudler'’s request for the details of
analyses, Dr. Gladstone was quite willing to add the figures, so
far as he can, in an appendix.

The KEEpARRA CEREMONY of INITIATION. By R. H. MATHEWS,
LS., Corres. Memb. Anthrop. Inst. of Great Britain,

[wIiTR PrATE XXXII.]

THE tribes whose initiation ceremonies are treated of in this
paper occupied a tract of country on the eastern coast of New
South Wales, extending from about Newcastle almost to the
Macleay River, comprising approximately the counties of
Macquarie, Hawes, Gloncester, and the castern half of the
county of Durham. Several different dialects were spoken
by the tribes who occupied the districts referred to, including
the Watthungk, Molo, Birrapee, Bahree, Kutthack, Minyowa,
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Carapath, Goreenggai, and some others. Although this is one
of the first portions of the colony settled upon by the English
people, nothing has hitherto been done to obtain a compre-
hensive account of the initiation ceremonies of the native tribes
who were originally spread over it. )

The disappearance of the aborigines before the white race
has been so rapid that unless steps be taken without delay to
collect authentic records of their customs, it will soon become
impossible to obtain any reliable information respecting thenr.
The object of the present paper is to farnish detailed deserip-
tion of the ceremonies of initiation as they were formerly
carried out, and ave still practised by a few '1'emnant_s of the
tribes within the districts mentioned. The information con-
tained in the following pages is cntirely new, and is now
published for the first time. _ N

The Main Camp and Keeparra G’rom.ld.—-The.lasL Keeparra
held on the Manning River took place in the winter of 1889,
on a part of the Austmlian Agricultural Cempany's Grant of
164610 acres, in the connty of Gloucester, New South Wales.
The site chosen for the geperal encampment was a short dis-
tance from the right bank of Siony Creek, a small stream which
flows north-easterly into the Mauning River. This Keeparra
srommnd is about threc-ruarters of a mile up Stony Creek, from
The crossing-place over that creek of the public road frona
Tinonee to George Town,  This road passes through the north-
castern corner of the Graut above mentioned, and crosses the
Manning River about 30 chains alove the confluence there-
with of Charity Creek, which flows in on the northern side

f the river.
° The Kackaroo, or public ring, was 130 yards S. 50° E. fron‘x
the right bank of Stony Creek on some level, t;hmkl_y wooded
country. The tribes who attended the ceremony camped around
this ring, each tribe occupying the side nearest their own
districts. Water for camp use was obtained from the creek
referred to, and there were good hunting grounds gll around.

The kackaroo consisted of an oval space 28 feet in the longess
diameter hy 23 feet across, bounded by a raised earthen embank-
ment or wall, which was formerly about a foot high—the base
of the wall being about 18 inches through.  In one side of this
embankment an opening, 3 {eet wide, was left, from thc_:h a
narvow pathway, yuppang, led away .throngh thghforest"]}x_l @
direction bearing 8. 409 W. for o dislance of 370 yards to
another and larger ovad em:iusm'u,c.u’i"xec‘x the yuonambany (excre-
ment place). This spuce was 31 feet by 26 feet, and was
enclosed by an earthern wall similar to the one near the camp,
and the path entered it threugh an opening left in its wall in
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the same way. The longest diameter of both these ovals i
the direction of the pathway connecting them, and the em‘;?xsn]li
ment was continued a few feet outwards along each side of the
pathway in both cases. In the middle of the second, or larger,
enclosed space was a heap of earth about 4 feet in diameter
ab the base, and 18 inches high, on top of which a fire had been
ke%)'t;1 burning. Plate, XXXIT, Figs. 1 and 2. ’

ere were no figures of men, animals, or oth ice:
formed by heaping up the loose earth, or by cuttinge;n(i)elrtlﬁii
in the surface of the soil, contignous to the path connecting the
ovals, similar to those seen on the Bora and Burbung grocundé
of th_e Kainilaroi and Wiradthuri tribes, whose initiation cere-
mm\ucs ar«le)éiesc;'ibed by me elsewliere.!

A number of trees were marked around th .
some of them being just outside the embankm:nl'iq omﬁmfé
nearly two chains distant from it. The devices ,upon them
consisted of the curious marking called dharrook or dharroon,
by the natives, and were cut upon the bark only. The tree!sl
selected were grey gum and spotted gum, the bark of which

are smooth and soft, and well suited for the purpose. The.

dhaiioony extended from near the butts

altitude varying from 6 feet to 22 fee:t’tl‘:p(){hg]%()%gegi tt:mal?
Most of the trees were marked all round the trunk. but some
were ornamented only on the side facing the guonamimng |

_()n an iron bark tree, the only oue of that species marl;ed on
this Keeparra ground, was the representation of an izuana
(Fig. 9), 4 feet 2 inches long, and. 9 inches across the widest
part of the body—the legs beiug about 5 incles in length, and
were without claws. The head is turned to the left, as if the
animal were looking about. This drawing ivas outlined in the
hark by means of a nick cut with 2 tomahawk. '

There were twenty other marked trces, all grey and spotted
gums, seven of the most representative of which are shown in
Figs. 6,7, 8,10 to 13, of Plate XX'XIT. The carving of the
pattern shown in Ifig. 13, covered 21 feet 8 inches of t]?e bole of
the trec, commencing at 3 or 4 inches from the ground making a
totul height from the surface of the ground of about 22 feet,
The marking shown in Figs. 6 and 10 extended up the trunks
of the trees about 15 feet. The dharrook on all these trees was
;\Lr;) 11n_to the bark with a tomahawk, but did not extend to the

rood. o ’

Tt will perhaps be interesting to describe another keeparra
around visited by me, which is situated between three and four

! “Journ. Anthrop. Tnst.,” xxiv, 411-427 ; op. ett., xxv, 205-339; “ American

Anthropologist,” ix, 33-49; *Journ. Roy. Soe. N i
i, o) N PR - . e, N8, Wal 1" il H
“Proe, Roy. Soc. Victoria,” ix (¥.8), 137{1 73.L wlen” i, 95-129:
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miles north-easterly ffom the village of Gresford, New South

.Wales. The main camp of the natives who werc present at the

ceremonies was pitched in an open forest, on some gently
sloping ground & few chains easterly from the left bank of a
small watercourse, a iributary of the Allyn River, within
Portion No. 55, of 2,000 acres, in the parish of Lewinsbrook,
county of Durham. The local Allyn River tribe were the first
to crect their camp, around which the other tribes took up
their positions, each in the direction of the country from which
they had come.

(lose to the eastern side of the general encampment was the
kackaroo, 40 feet by 29 feet, from which the yuppang or path
led away on a bearing of N. 85° E., ascending some sloping
ground for a distance of 17 chains to the goonambang, on the
crest of a low ridge. The diameters of this oval space were
28 feet and 20 feet respectively, being smaller than the oval
near the camp. The usual heap of earth on which the fire
is kept burning was in the centre of this cnclosure. Therc
were formerly several marked trees, around the goonambang,
but they have all been burnt down and destroyed by bush
fires. At a distance of about 7 chains in a north-north-
westerly direction from the goonambang, along the top of
the ridge, were a few other marked trees, the dharroong on
some of which are still distinguishable. I copied these marks,
but have not reproduced them in the present paper.

Mustering the Tribes—When it is found that there are a
sufficient number of boys old ‘enough for initiation, the head-
man of the tribe whose turn it is to call the community
together, who may be called the “Chief Initiator,” sends out
messengers to all the neighbouring tribes whom it is desired
shall be present. “The headman does not take this step on his
own responsibility, but after due consultation with the elders of
his tribe. When one of these messengerst arrives at the camp
of the tribe he has been directed to summon, he sits down in
sight of the men’s quarters, and some of them go over to him,
knowing by his manner that he is the bearer of news to their
tribe. They would treat him hospitably, and talk with him
about general matters of tribal interest. On the following
morning he would accompany the men to the weensy’'garah’, or
meeting place wherc they assemble to discuss all such matters
as they do not wish the women or uninitiated youths to take
part in.  On reaching the weengzarah, which would be only a
short distance from the camp, the messenger would tell the
headman and clders the purport of his mission, and would

' The messeuger generally bus unother man with him when cngaged on this
duty, to keop him compary.
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hand them a white quartz crystal which had been given to
him (li)y the chief initiator when dispatching him on this
errand.

If these people, after deliberation among themselves, decide
to accept the invitation, they give the messenger another white
stone to be carried back to the headman who sent him. The
latter, on receiving this token of their concurrence, then selects
a suitable plan in some part of his own territory where game is
sufficiently plentiful to afford food for his visitors, and there he
commences to prepare the ground. If, on the contrary, the
tribe to whom the white stone was sent consider the time
inopportune, or that there arc other weighty reasons for post-
poning the general gathering, no white stone is returned by
the messenger, and the initiator then knows that they do
not approve of his propesal, and the matter lapses for the
present.

Assuming that the invitation has becn accepted, the initiator
immecdiatcly commences to prepare the keeparra ground, and
dispatches another set of messengers, each of whom are on this
occasion provided with a bull-rvarer {(geonandhakeen), several
tails or kilts, a belt, and other articles. Each messenger on
arriving at his destination would e reccived in the manner
already described, and would hand the bull-roarer to the head-
man, who would take charge of it, and the tails would be
distributed to the men to whom they had DLeen sent. Nothing
would be said to the women about these proccedings until the
time arrived for making a start for the place of meeting. Oncof
the men would then sound a bull-roarer just after dark in the
vicinity of the camp, and next morning every one would pack
up and proceed by casy stages towards the appointed tryst,
dances and songs being indulged in at night at each of the
stages along their route. At these camping places, one of the
men swings the bull-roarer in the adjacent forest just after
dark, and again a little before daylight, and the women reply to
it by beating on their rugs, and singing ; the men give a shout
in unison,

‘When such a contingent gets within about a day’s journey of
the main camp, a messenger is sent on to report that they will
arrive next day or the day following. When they get near the
camp, the men, women and children sit down a short distance
out of sight of the goonambang. The men then paint themsclves
with white stripes on their chests, on their arms, and on their
legs from the knee down. When this painting is completed,
two of the men go ahead by themselves, each of them carrying
one or two boomerangs in his belt and one in his lLund ; in the
other hand he carries a small bough rcady for use by and bye.
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The men belonging to the local tribe—and othcr mobs, if any,
who have arrived previously—who may be called the “ hosts,”
repair from the main camp to the goonambang and sit down
within it, having their faces turned in the direction of the camp.
When these two men get close to the goonambang they gently
hit the boomerangs which they carry in their hands against
those in their belts, and the hosts answer, Axk! Then they
advance a few paces, and stamp one foot on the ground, and the
hosts answer Zeh ! This beating of boomerangs and stamping
is repeated till the men get quite close to the back of the
goonambang. The two men now separate, onc going round one
side, and one round the other, and again meet ul the entrance of
the goonambang, where they stand and dance, shaking their
boughs and boomerangs for a brief period. They then throw
down the boughs, and go away back to their comrades, who
have remained at the place where they painted themselves, and
all of them now approach the goonambang, lightly tapping their
boomerangs together as they walk along, and on arriving at the
ring they form a eircle round it. )

The hosts now get up and go outside, where they remain
standing in a group, aud vne or more of their number commenece
sounding the goorandhakesa or bull-roaver. The women at the
camp, on hearing this, assemlble at the kackwioo, and begin to
sing and Deat their rugs, and some of them dance. The
women belonging to the new mob also started from where they
had been sitting down, as soon as their men started for the
goonambang, and proceeded direct to the main camp, where
they joined the women of the hosts.

Ag soon as the bull-roarers eommenced to sound, the men of
the new mob entered the goonambang, and walked round, and
then started towards the kackaroo In a meandering line, in
single file, carrying their boomerangs and other weapons with
them. They were immediately followed by the hosts, each of
whom carried green bushes in their hands. On arriving at the
circle they walked once round it, and then entered it through
the opening in its wall, the women at the same time going out of
it by stepping over the embankment at the other end, where they
remained as spectators. The wen then dance and jump about in
the ring, uttering guttural noises, the men of the new mob calling
out the names of a few principual camping grounds in the country
from which they have come. All the men and women then
disperse into the camp, and the sirangers commence erecting
their guartcrs,  These arrivals generally take place in the
afternoon u few hours before sundown.

Daily Perforinances b the Muin Cinp—FEvery day the men
20 out hunting, and meet each other in the evening an hour or

VOL. XXVI. z
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5o before sundown at the goonambang. If some of the men
have remained in the camp all day, they also will proceed to
the goonambang and meet the others there. When they are all
assembled, a bull-roarer is sounded, and they march along the
track in single file to the kackaroo, inside of which the women
are dancing, having gathered there when they heard the bull-
roarer. The men then march once round the outside of the
circle in the same manner as on the arrival of a tribe, already
described. The women then step out of the ring, and stand a
few yards from it, where they remain till the conclusion of the
performance.

The men now enter the ring and dance round a few times,
shouting out the names of remarkable places, after which all
hands walk away to their respective camps.

A level patch of ground in a couvenient part of the camp is
cleared and made smooth for dancing on. Almost every
evening one of the lribes present gets up a corroboree for the
amusement of the others. The men of one tribe dance one
evening—their women beating time for them; the next night
the men and women of another tribe provide the evening’s
amusement.

Taking cwcay the boys—Cn the evening of the day preceding
the principal ceremony, all the tribes remove their camps close
to the kackarow, vr public ring, where they remain for the
night, Some of the men go to the goonambang and camp
there, and during the night they swing a bull-roarer at intervals,
and the women at the kackaroo beat their tugs and sing in
response, whilst the men give the customary shout. At day-
break the following morning a number of the men who have
been camping with the women at the kackaroo proceed to the
goonambang, tapping their boomerangs Logether as they wallk,
and join the other men who were there all night.  All the men
at the goonambang then start towards the kackaroo in single
file, marching in a meandering course, and shouting as they go.
On reaching the circle, they march once round the outside of 1t,
and then enter it through the opening in the embankment, and
continue marching round until all of them are within the ring.
They now jump and dance, forming a group in the centre, after
which they step out of it, and all the people go and have their
breakfast.

After the morning meal has been disposed of, all the young
men, accompanied Dy some of the old fellows, again start away
to the goonumbang, currving their spears and other weapons
with them, and commence painting their bodies jet black with
powdered charcoal and grease. The chiefs and other old men
remain with the women at the kackaroo, and preparations for
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the cercmony are at once commenced. The relatives of the
novices now take them to some convenient place adjacent, and
paint them all over with red ochre and grease. Some sheets of
bark are now laid on the ground just inside the boundary of
the back part of the ring, or, in other words, on that side of it
which is farthest from the pathway leading to the goonambang.
Leaves are then thickly strewn on this bark, forming a kind of
couch, and when the painting of the novices is completed, they
are led into the ring and placed sitting down in a row on the
couch of leaves—the wovices belanging to each tribe being put
in a group by themselves on that side of the ring which faces
their own country. The headmen now ask the women to come
up cloge, and the mother of each boy sits on the ground just
outside the ring near her son!; his sisters and relatives are a
Little farther off, and the other women and children outside
of the last named. If the earth is damp, owing to recent rains,
pieces of lbark stripped from the adjacent trees, or heaps of
bushes, are laid on the ground for the women to lie on. The
mothers of the noviees are painted with red and white stripes
on the face, chest and arms.

The principal headman then walks along the row of novices,
Lending down the head of cach oue until his chin is resting on
his breast. The women and children are also told to lie down,
and arc covered over with rugs and bushes, some of the men
runniug round amongst them to see that this formality 1s properly
carried out. As soon as the mothers are covered over, they
are directed to continue making a low humming or buzzing
sound, in ovder that they may not hear the guardians taking
away the novices. While the covering is being placed over
the women, a man runs away to the goonambang and tells the
men there that everything is ready. These men, armed with
their bovmerangs and nulla-nullas, then start towards the
kackaroo, some of them taking up their position on one side
of the ring, and some on the other, but the majority of them
stand near the front of it—that is, on the side from which the
path emerges. The headmen are walking about directing the
proccedings, being sometimes in the ring, and sometimes outside
of it. All thesc operations are carried out as speedily as practi-
cable, so as not Lo keep the women—some of whom have
infants at their breasts—any longer under such rigorous con-
cenlment than is necessary.

The wen who have been assigned as guardians to the novices
now step furwaird, aud i wem by the aum, help them to
their feet, and lead thetn noisclessly away along the pathway

1 If a boy's mother is dead, or tov ill to be present, one of his mother’s
sisters takes lier place at the ring.
z 2



328 R. H. MATHEWS.—T%e Keeparra

towards the goonambang, their heads remaining bent down as
they walk along. When the novices have got about 50 or 100
yards from the kackaroo, two men who were in readiness, one
on each side of the ring, commence loudly sounding their
bull-roarcrs. All the armed men who are standing round, make
a noise by beating together two boowerangs, or any two weapons
which they may happen to have with them. This noise is made
so that if the string of one of the bull-roarers should break
—which sometimes happens—the women would not hear it
falling on the ground. One of the men goes into the ring
swinging his bull-roarer, and the other walks alone one sidé
near the women. This ouly lasts a few minutes and then
all the men follow after the novices. While this tumultuous
noise is going on, the guardians say to each other that they
suppose Goign is killing all the women and children in the
cawp. This puts the novices in a great state of anxiety and
alarm, but they are not allowed to speak or gaze about them

The novices are conducted along the pathway to the goonam-
hang, and are placed sitting down on a couch of smaﬂ: bushes
and leaves which have heen prepared for them, between the
fire and the e¢mbankment bounding the ring, their guardians
sitting down behind them in such a’ way that each bo';r may be
said Lo be silting in a man’s lap. Tlhe boys of each tribe sit on
the side of the ring nearest the country they have come from.

The Rwecalbang Camp.—A short digression will now be made
for the purpose of deseribing how the women are released from
their prostrate position, and their subsequent proceedings. As
soon as the guardians, novices, and the contingent who follow
them are out of sight of the kackaroo, the covering is taken off
the women by the men who have charge of them, and they are
permitied to rise. First, the mothers of the boys are set frec—
then the sisters—and lastly, the other women and children are
uncovered. The mothers and sisters of the novices generally
give vent to tears and lamentations when they find the boys
and all the men gore away; and such of the young girls and
boys who have never been to a keeparra before, appear to have
been very much scared by the strange ordeal through which
they have just passed. They immediately pack up all their
movables, and start away some distance to another locality
which has been previously decided upon by the headmen of
the several tribes, and there they erect a new camp, being
assisted in this work by some of the old men who have been
dirceted to remain with them. The usnal rule of each tribe
camping round the local mob, each in the divection of their
respective districts, is observed in the erection of this mew
camp.
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" The mother of each novice, hefore leaving the kackaroo, picks
some small green bushes, which she ties on the top cnd of her
yamstick. When these leaves get dry, it will be cousidered
about time to bring the boys back to the kweealbang. The
sisters of the novices each pick up a piece of burning bark from
a fire close by the ring, where they have been smouldering
ready for use. These fire-brands, renewed as often as necessary,
must be carried by them, when going from place to place, till
they again meet their brothers at the kweealbang,

Before tinally quitting the main camp, a small sapling is cut
down, and one end of it inserted firmly in the ground at the
kackaruo, in a slanting position, the clevated end poioling in
the direction of the mew cawmp. If it is intended to erect the
camp only a little way off, the pole is chort; but if the new
camp is some distance wway, the pole is long. The upper end
of this pole is ornamented by having a bunch of green leaves or
grass tied oround it. This pointer is left for the purpose of

" guiding to the kweealbang camp any tribe which is expected,

but has not yet arrived.

In the proximily of the uew camp, on the side of it
nearest the place to which the novices will be taken by the
headmen, a picce of tolerably level ground is selected, and
cleared of all timber and loose rubbish, and a large fire kindled in
the middle of it. This cleared space and its adjuncts is called
kweealbang (fire place, or place of the fire). Here the mothers
and sisters of the novices assemble every day for the purpose of
singing and dancing, and on these occasions the mothers curry
the yamsticks, ornamented with bunches of leaves tied on their
ends, already referred to.

Ceremonies in the Bush.—As before stated, the novices are
taken to the goonambang (excrement place), where they remain
till the women and children have departed from the other cirele,
which would occupy half an hour, or perhaps longer. During
this time some old men perform feats of jugglery, and exhibit
white stones (quartz crystals) to thenovices. These stones are
raked out of the heap of earth and ashes in the middle of the
ring, and are warm, owing to the fire which is burning on top
of the heap. These quartz crystals are believed to be the excre-
ment of Goign.

The novices are then helped to their feet, and are taken to
each of the marked trees in succession. The men stoop down,
and clear away with their hands all leaves and rubbish from the
surface of the ground around each {ree, and the novices are

brought to this clear space, with their heads howed, and are told
to look up at the marks on the tree. When it is thought that
they have scen this sufficiently, they are requested to turn their
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faces towards the ground as before. There is a cleared path
from one marked tree to another, and the boys are taken along
this path to the next tree, when the same formality of clear-
ing a space around its basc is gone through, and the boys are
again directed to look up. When the men are approaching
each tree they throw pieces of stick at it, and dance round it on
the clear space referred to, rubbing their hands upon the tree
and telling the boys to take particular notice of the marks upon
it. The men make a guttural noise as the novices are shown
each tree, and nlso in going from one tree to another.

- After the novices have been shown the goonambang, and all
the marked trees around it, they arc next taken away by their
gunrdians and the old men, several miles into the bush, to a
cawp called keedaybang (urinating place). During the journey
thither the novices are not allowcd to gaze about them, but
have to keep their eyes cast upon the ground at their feet, and
their hands held on their stomachs, as they walk along with
their guardians. The headinen and Young fellows who accom-
pany them, are also a little way behind the noviees, shouting
and making a great noise as they march along.

At the keelaybang a camp is formed by erecting a long, con-
tinuous gunyah or mia-mia in the following manner. (Fig. 3,
Plate XXXIT) A row of wooden forks, about 4 or 5 feet
ligh, are first inserted in the ground, and saplings laid from
fork to fork, resembling a fence with only one top rail. All
along one side of this top rail, reaching from it to the ground,
bark and bushes are placed in a slanting position, forming a
shelter, covered in on oue side, leaving the other side open. Under
the open side leaves are thickly strewn on the ground, for the
men ‘and boys to lie upon. The back of this shelter is towards
the women’s canp. A row of fires are lit in front of this
shelter, and beyond these fires the surface of the ground is
cleared of all loose rubbish and grass for a distance of several
yards, the rubbish forming a sort of embankment around the
farther side of the cleared space. Such a camp would be
formed on some tolerably level ground near a running stream
or- water-hole.

- When the camp at the keclaybang has been completed the
novices are placed lying down in arow on the leaves which have
been spread on the ground under the shelter, and are covered
over with rugs, cach boy having his guardian Leside him. The
novices and guardians occupy a central position, and the rest of
the men camp under the remainder of the shelter, in both
directions. During the day-time the novices are sometimes
allowed to sit up, keeping their cyes towards the ground, but
are not allowed to speak to anyone. 1f a boy wants anything
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! is guardian, who then commences asking him
‘tfen;;l:stttloil]ﬁ;y];hinggs, until he guesses correctly, when the l]:'oy
nods assent. If he wants to micturate, the guardian leads him
out to the fire, aud he micturates in the ashes. e koolar

On the first night of the arrival of the novices at the kee ?l) -
bang, some human excrement is given to them as they sit né ﬂuj
camp. It is laid on pieces of bark, and each boy has t.}ol.ea, 1€
share which is allotted to him by the headmen. At this camp

_they are also required, on more than one occasion, to drink the

arine of some of the men, collected ina coolamm‘fur. the pu&ggﬁj
During the celebr?tion of these rites, a bull-roarer is soun
g ing forest.
th(x;etl-ﬁ};bg::r‘xp%hcre are pantomimic performances nearlyleveli);
night, the men dancing and acting on the c!gar spex).(ce :,1. reat_r
described.  Sometimes the m}lmal imitated is the anaqrctol -
the men hopping along one after the other. Thg xgugrlmniz :‘ sc:
represented by the men crawling along on the ground, 1 e
their hands and feet like that animal At other %mnes‘t; e
soldier bird is imitated ; sometimes the Qlving fox, tl he ullh;t:
bear, the rock wallaby, the wombat, and other animals. “These
srloruwce . generally earried on at night by the light of
performances are g 3 ! n st might by e e
the row of camyp fires—the noviees sxttxﬁug in tl shelter, e
the men ave acting on the other side of the fire. Sowe 0 i e
performances are, however, enacted during the '.lg)»: :?t.tn‘.r {.u:
men return from hunting. All these pantomiic leprxe;s:m 1\-
tions are laryely mixed with abominable and Q?)seexle~ (co.-;‘m -
After the daneces and games ure over, one of the men .~0m‘e u;}la._‘
sounds a goonandhakeea (excrcnw.nt—eater) in the bush lnea;' ]1t(
camp. 'The guardians or some of the other men thel'x s !10\th 1,'_;
as if addressing some one, “The boys are here )'et-i w'e
interfere with them!” The novices are told that the n}clns(.
they hear is the voice of Goign, who would come and eat them
i ot the chance. .
i %}u%ing the carly part of cach day, the men go o;xs.{ ;11131;(3){,
and bring home the results of the chase, consxst-l}ﬁ (; elvn oo,
iguanas, birds, and other game, as well as wik :}on.E . the‘
novices are not ullowed to leave the camp, but must si fmt,l e
shelter all day with their eyes cast down, some 0 ::;nt
gnardians remaining with them. Some of the {:mme1 ngc_l\:
flun'n" the dav is cooked for the novices, the bones 'a“’(l ;ug\l 8
lm.ingﬁln.ken ont of it, and the pieces et sflm_a'ﬂ, S“.‘lt‘ 1?: ) 'l(...:r
may nat he able to Jistinguish what auimal’s flesh 1; textlll._.
given to them. Some of the old men go rouud to seedt ;1 "‘t
?ood for the novices is prepax:e«l ap;:ordmg to rule, and when i
i - the g jans carry it to them. _
. 15&22)0: l:ricggagg the tribes who intended to be present may



332 R. H. MataEws.—Zhe Keeparra

have been unavoidably detained on the way, aud do net reach
the main camp until a few days after the novices have been
taken away. Such a tribe, ou reaching the main camping
place, and finding all the people gone away, would go to the
kackaroo, and on seeing the index pole would start away in
that direction, and join the other people at the new camp, and
take up their quarters on the side nearest their own country.
The young fellows belonging to thesc new arrivals are always
eager to be present and assist at the performances at the
keelaybang, and aceordingly they start out to the camp in the
bush. On the way they paint their bodies with powdered
charcoal, obtained by burning the bark of the apple tree or
bloodwood, and mixing it with grease.
Thesc men, who ure ealled Acerang (bushes), approach the
keclaybang in single file, each man holding a green bush in
front of iim, which hides his face and body as far as the waist,
and as they walk along they make a shrill sound reserabling
the howling of the dingo, or wild dog. On hearing this noise,
the guardiuns and other men present say to cach other, “That
must be Zhoorkook’s dogs coming to kill the boys; let ns cus
steps in the trees near us so that the hoys can climb up out of
their way.,” A few of the men at the back of the keelaybang
commence chopping at a tree, and the boys are helped to their
fecet, and are put standing in a row necar the fires, each hoy
being supported by his guardian. By this time the keerang
have reached the clear space at the keelaybang, where they
throw down their Lushes and spread out in a line in front of
the novices, and jump about, swaying their arms, after which
they retire to one end of the camp. The other men then go
and pick up the bushes thrown down by the keerang, and pull
the leaves off them, making a continuous grunting noise while
so employed. The novices are then put back in their former
places, and the keerang proceed to erect their quarters, by
adding to one end of the same line of forks and bushes already
deseribed.

After the novices have been about a week at the keelaybang
another mob of men from the women’s camp make their appear-
ance during the afternoon. They approach the cawp in the
same manner, carrying bushes and imitating the native dog,
like the previous mob, and the novices are brought out to see
them in the same way. The men at the cawp pull the leaves
off the beuaghs thrown down hy the keerang, who sit down at
one end of the clear space.  After the formalities of their
reception have been gone through, the new arrivals, who are
not painted black on this occasion, ask suvme of the other men
to accompany them a little way from the camp, where they
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i - ich the novices will be
sultation as to the date on whic ' h
}tl;)ll{(elaxf t(;:(? nt,he kweealbang.  Tf the course of ﬁ)erf%rmanizesen;
leted, the hoys may be returned nex
the bush have been completed, the hoys may o2 P8Ry E, 5L
if some further instruction 1s nec y, the d
dag,n}:;l(fi ;,f:(:)(;dinnly. The keerang then.take_thelr 1leai:c, am(ir
gt:u';’x to the Jweealbang camp. l.:\lft:er thlls th‘i)glf rr?i;‘,iede(i;l(‘)a:ﬁ
i v iberty, being per
vices are allowed greater ltberty, DEIS 17 2
tlhesglf;i(rht in the camp,° and occasionally to sg.mc‘l. 3{3‘; i?f
bgen lying so long, and sitting with their heads en t-md
makes)thgm weuk und giddy, so that when Uxeyltx}ht? :d d
they stagger Jike a drunken wman, and h:.we to It,)e’ :i]g-efore
their feet. as hefore stated, by their guardians. ::1 " fore
ccessaf;: to give them a little relaxation to affo .t}er(x'l oo
1(; ortunity of regaining their strength before at-te:nll;)tln? the
'(I))frney to the kwecalbang. During the last ng':r 0 JLhe
‘Lojomgn at the keelaylanyg the old men sing Goign’s g
‘hile the boys are lying in the camp. e
w Qi‘lhe day after the arrival of the Keerang—or it 1{‘a.ygbt, b;g’ 1?
few davs time—very carly in the wmorning, perl}ap: bx:ow{
s'\‘mrhch one of the headmen pretends to see -ah .lr;jem wn
s uirv.re‘l woina inte a hale in a tree growing !“"“If t eacztlirrl)"e 1 e
:‘xiks one of The men to catch it. The tail o_da. ¥(lt}1i-~ 1o
(n'possnm has previously been f:tmste;xedbongtl;z S(l(n(ivc(;v th: hole
o 11N ‘11 to the LOYS, zonvey ] i
by one of the men, unknown to the Loy nvey the wen
} s within. The novices
Tat the rest of the animal is wil vic L
tt')lll‘:‘)fl“glt out and placed standing m & IOW .l)ct“et,u ttheugimgt»'
and the fires, with their eyes cast down. A }nan.s:ug; clgfm\;
the butt of the tree commences to cut steps as if go‘uy{,k clim®
i d a few of the men run about and throw sticks a b
lt’n?:-lrel's tail. Others say, “You should not mterflereles',x’
SG“rloign’S squirrel, or be will come and kill both us and } lt?hcotz’xen
Two bull-roarers arc then heard close b;', and some t:))  the men
11 out to those throwing the sticks, “ We told you be o
G ion—here he comes 7 This is said to impress the boys w
bmb:n_a;cural terror. The bull-roarers increase in 191td11ess, a;xs !
fzzﬁfe quite near, and the guardians tell the nov.lcis :Oe ;:h e
their heads and look. They then sec two men (siwmcmabe h a
goonundhokeea (exercment-eatcr)ﬂon t-l;e ti,l:a;ie . vspa.cethe ol(iymen
3 ine of fires. The boys are then cautia \ ! men
glnitliél iver they tell the women or uu]llm‘l-lateld ttllmb tillx]? 111,?31(,
' wi ¢ dealh. 2 -
is instrument the penalty will bo GEast. - :
?("c\!:m:h;ivlthm iven into the hands of the noviees, W ho touch
(3138 S 3 = i 3
ir ies with them. ) . . )
th(_zlltlﬁ(‘a;('r);lzm?vf the DBoys—A start 15 now _made t(;:wg"dab:gc
women’s camp, all the men and boys leavxtnfght,lle thcécl;\gemn(g’
in single file. Some Jdistance on the way they hear & F3s
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coming to meet them, cooeeing like the dingo as before, and
walking in the usual way. The men and boys then change
their position, and all march alreast. When the keerang come
near, they spread out in a row in front of the men and boys.
and throw pieces of bark over themn, dancing as they do so.
These pieces of bark about 9 inches or & foot long, and 2 or 3
inches wide, are ent off trees or saplings for the purpose. The
keerang then march right through the line of men and boys,
some going through at one place and some at another, the linc
opening to let them pass. When they get to the rear, they turn
round and again tirow pieces of bark over the heads of the men
and boys. The latter keep marching on, and the kecrang follow
them till they arrive at a water-hole or running stream, which
has previcusly been agreed upon as a suitable bathing place.
Here a halt 1s made, and the kcerang stari away back to the
women’s cump, and report that the men and boys will arrive ina
few hours’ time. The women then assemble at the kweealbang
fire, and assist the men to cut bark and bushes, which are laid
in a ring round the fire ready for use by and hive.  The wothers
are paiuted on the chest and arms, and are invested with their
personal adornments.

The nien and boys who remained at the wuter-hole or ereex in
the bush, as soon as the kecrang left than, proceeded to wash
the colonring matter off their hodies. They went into the
water-hele one after the other, and came out 1n the samme way.
The novices entered the water fivst, and as each boy plunged in.
the men standing around gave a shout.  On coming out of the
water-hole they paint their bodies white with pipe-clay, which is
diluted in water in one or mmore coolamins which have been cut
for the purpose. The men help each other at this work, until
cvery man and boy present have been puinted white all over
their bodies. The lair on the heads of the novices is now
singed, for the purpose of making the women believe that Goign
has had them in the fire during their sojourn in the bush. The
belt and four tails or kilts are now put upon each boy, as well
as head-bands, and bands acrossthe body like shoulder-belts.
Striugs are bound tightly round the upper arms of the novices
to make their muscles swell, which is supposed to cause their
arms to grow stronger. The men also decorate themselves in
their full regalia.

The journey towards the kweealbang (fire place) is now
resumed, all hands starting away from the water-hole in single
fle; and on going u short distance they are again met by the
keerang, who salute them in the samc manner as bhefore, and
then return to the kweealbaug, and report that the novices will
shortly arrive. The keerang and other men who have remained

et B W e o g
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in the camp then muster up all the women, and_ place them
Yying ? little way outside the ring of bushes
lving down round the fire, a littlc way ou the ring of bushos
before referred to, the women of each tribe bﬂm(%' e’pt in & apfé
by themselves on the side next their own 11st:nc£, [t,ll?e Loxe
chcred over with rugs and bushes. The mob }e{s_o ¢ oszd
are on the outside, or farthest from the fire, w'hllxq h ?h cc:zr; rlgl sed
of picces of wood and bark, slowly l{u_réun%f \\St.e 1; oui gircle of
¢hi re laid around 1t h 8 We
een bushes which are ) : ot
and cold, pieces of bark are spread lupon 1ttfor tvl(l)?n ‘g xc:r}x;g:pt](: ; e
S hey are covered over, the v (
on. As soon as they ar « ‘ : up &
lltgmmino noise the same as they did on the 1no‘1'x}1fn%1ttlc0{1£\ ;nc:n
were mlr(,en away from the kzxukaroo:l A cf‘u;\; (;0 S:é old men
remain standing neafr 1;h{2mz t:irme«l with spears,
3 M 3 - - v, . x .
-ering is not mterfered With. " )
OO\SHG of the keerang now goes and meets the men em(}ll nov 101?51
who may be distinguished as the « white mob”—who are | )
this time waiting just £ sioht, and tells them that cvery-
this time waiting just out of sight, ells them that ove1y
thing is ready. They then march on quickly, and ¢ & 1)“:
at thho kwcc'{lhzm-r 1ixejr disband, the men :u‘l{,l n'n{ 13(,; . )lt; (II &
: ' b Lribe takir S noxition on e siae wnteh s i
ine Lo exch tribe taking up their '1“‘». 1)1,‘-1 on thieside whieh > s
the direction of their country. ‘Their movemen s are Jado Be
noiselessly as possible, so that ihe women may 11 "1 (o
c<:1;'xiti.y' ““All of them then join hands, each lm:m] }a,\]mf._{ ]l)U}\l-in(_-
. md o . hov on his right and on s iett, having
» hand of the man or boy on ght 2 . ving
ﬂxx(éir faces toward the fire in the centre, d\nill form a complete
he g to Jn the centre (0
sirele round ihe women. ¥ ]%f}! 1 I‘:t(-;“:‘:‘lll& XL e motlers are
- tuken off the m, ¢ lie
The 1ugs arc now tasen olbi Vo ; e
ealled np‘ firsi, after which the r-)therl w ({mlgm 'air:vl;egx:ntltscigves
i ring | ming neise which they hav
rise. Owing to the humming which Lhey > emselves
i in which the men 3
been making, and the quiet 3nange£ el e e ot been
have come in, such of the younge 0 B B white
to a keeparra before are surprised to see the  * wte
men ” standing around them. O(n account of 11;1)1? nf;:ﬁ ,.s oir
s liite pal their es,
i i he white paint on
being singed short, and the v : ! leg, fhe
imes 1eir OWIl SonS.
motlhers are sometimes un'ablc 1:0 1(.(,ugu.xse tl e oefore S ot
old men who are in the ring with the women, 1d¢' re, conduet
each mother to her son where he is Su‘ndill]g h& ei??z e aehes
S C 8 : and
UL ide of him. His mother ti ;
of the wen on each side o ) lis mother roaches
Lim, and holds her Lreast to his face, p_lcl;end(llngu%otzgldfecm .
The sisters of each boy thenl ga up to l"?’;xinl *r‘th(* heir feck o4
i < Tyops Lhen pass ont unde 3 § 0
b mﬂt\llcs' Th(f m:‘u];lﬂ. ‘ yd Tastly all the other xvr.\mtml
5 [T LI SEEE S S I : : > ! met
Iii:;l the men who had charge of them in the rmg(,r.uul st:;‘x;lxo
close hy as spectators of the vemainder of tl;e P?gﬁesolg‘%:.of e
: % and ot : i ach tribe
mothers and other women belonging to hc ch trit cguntry. Lhe
rine of “ whitc men” oun the side next their o
t=]

1
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wave their yamsticks, and when the men and boys come near,
the women shout, and throw pieces of bark over the men’s
heads. The guardians also throw pieces of bark over the heads
of the women. The novices are placed sitting down on the
nets, and bend forward and drink water out of the coolamins
which are on the ground in front of them. Then the mothers
go back to their own quarters, and the novices are taken by
their guardians a short distance away, where they make a camp,
That night a white stone is given to each neophyte by some of
the old men; it is put into a small bag, and is fastened to the
boy’s girdle. The novices are aiso forbidden to eat certain
kinds of food until relieved from this restrietion by the old
men.

Conclusion—The following day, the strange tribes begin to
disperse, and start away on their return journey to the districts
from which they have come. The local tribe also shift away to
another part of their own hunting grounds. Each tribe take
their own novices away with them, and put them through the
remaining stages of initiation in their own country. This is
done in the following manner:—At the end of a certain time
of probation, which is fixed by the headmen, the neophytes,
painted and dressed as men of the tribe, are brought to a fire
ucar the men’s camnp, where there is food ready laid on rugs
spread upon the ground. All the women are there, and the
novices sit down and eat the food which has been prepared for
them. That night they camp in sight of the men’s quarters,
and each succeeding night they come a little closer, until at last
they get right into the single men’s camp. From the time the
novices left the kweealbang until now they have been com-
pelled to carry pieces of burning bark everywhere they went,
but they are now released from carrying the firebrands any
more. If any of the boys are very young, they may be required
to carry a firestick till their bair grows as long as it was before
heing singed at the water-hole in the bush, as already described.
This is said to be done to cause the novices’ hands and arms to
grow stronger. The novices are now given a new name, and
arc permitted to mix with the men, but must not go among the

women until they have attended a few more keeparras, and
have lost their boyish voice. After they have qualified them-
selves by passing through all the stages of probation attached
to the initiation cercmonies of their tribe, the novices are allowed
to take a wife from among those women whom ihe class laws
permit them to marry. ,

In some parts of the tract of country to which the cere-
monies herein deseribed apply, one of the front incisor teeth
was formerly extracted during the time the novices were away
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at the keelaybang, but as this customn is not now enforced
auywhere, I have not included it in this paper. From con-
versations which I have had with, very old black fellows, there
appear to be some grounds for supposing that the

-west corner of the country peopled by
the tribes dealt with in this article, is a small community

occupying the Tableland of New England, whose initiation

ceremonies have been describied by e in a paper contributed
to the Royal Society of Victoria!

APPEXDIX,

The Dhalgas Ceremony,

A short or abridged form of
Dhalgad, is sometimes adopted by the same tribes who inhabit
the tract of country dealt with in this vaper. The Dhalgai is
used only when there is no time, or it is otherwise inconvenient,
to hold the complete ceremony of the Keeparra, If 5 tribe hag
& noviee who is old enough 1o be initiated, and it will be some
time yct Detore another keeparra will be held, it ig sometimes
thought desirable or politic to inaugurate him into the rank of
manhood. No prepared ground is required, nor is it necessary

that the neighbouring tribes should be summoned, as is im pera-
lve in the case of the k ibe 1

own boys, The following is a brief outline of the Dhalgai
cercmony :

The novice, gooroomin, is taken Away some morning from the
camp by three or four of the old wen, under pretext of guing out
hunting, and they escort him to a Dlace previously agreed u pon
among themselves. A number of the other men also start away
from the camnp in a different direction, so that neither the women
nor the novice may Suspect anything unusnal When this
latter mob get out of sight of the camp, they change their
course, and repair to the place which has been fixed upon for

the initiation of the boy—probably some well-known water-
hole.

The mren who have the novice in charge are the first to reach
the appointed locality, and when they get ncar the water-hole
they sit down, and one of them goes ou ahead, and lights a fire
in a level, open Piece of ground,  This man then returns to
where he left his comtades, and one of them, who is a brother-

! “The Burbung of the New England Tribes, N
Victoria,” ix (N.S%, 120-136,

1nitiation ceremony, called

.S, Wules,” “ Proc. Roy. Soc.
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i novice, then bends liis head
invliw}’li:c%xfélas‘zr a%(:;egg;agﬁgfs tﬁfm to the fire, aud places him
e i ay from it. . )
mtgflﬁg g&x?dzé;ﬁfn‘:;g of nien, who wex;t fzitfvay }gll a c{)lﬂ‘ege?r(:

i ing in single file, with a Lus
directlon,d nl?gdagnli)“i,zc 1}']130::;&3? t%em so that their faces are not
e?c_h pan These men, who are called yillay, are painted with
ws!ble. tripes on the face, chest and limbs. As the)" march
Ve shr ; make a noise like the native dog, and on getting close
alore. tl’mey they throw pieces of stick over hls_ head, whlgh 11'a'1l
to tfh,e yt,md 3\1sr. beyoud him. He isi permitted to raise his
idvy gl<llolook at them, and then cast his eyes on the ground as
o They then throw away their bushes, and, spreading out
pefore.t of tfm novice, stoop down and commence scraping t.;hc-
r f“’)ril off the ground with their hands. They keep stepping
mbﬁlsank aud scraping, until they have a small space c_learc.-.(i
b?c l\lvlea;es and small sticks in frout of the novice, who is stil
s t?ncr on the ground with his head bowed. .
B‘t'_l'hg yillay then step into the spa&:e Whmhldtfy L}(m;x-fe th

il to d the Loy is {
cleared and commence to jump and! a;m;,ei au‘xt , *emx‘;."in ok
at them. One of their member then steps it
f)‘; i%zkr;:ttnn this cleared <:lpaog atnd ?1“:‘;]5?1*:(‘:1; ﬂ::n;;::}ilm Hﬂc
2 novice is Taised to his feet and 1 t . The
a;x‘;l Ifzg(l‘antoe‘lic?xil:urt]hé 1111)"s'tex'ics counc-g:bcd with Lh}e u.se_ ul Liae{.
o peut which he now sees before him. They then Step ap
ms_trunl e to the novice in a menacing attitude, with their
L e their hands, and threaten him that. if ever 'he
Trilats %ﬁ‘xc hé has now seen, he will be killed, either by the
dlvl:i]g%sf ‘;ﬁ; own triﬁesmen, or by supernatural agency. _ After
El?ig f)rdeal is over, he is allowed to examine the sacred instru-
mﬁi the men then sit down near the fire, the neophyte bem;;;
ongst them. He is then painted as a man of the tribe, anc
v II?ed with a complete set of nmr_x’s attl}'c, and the_old men
:llx‘t;:vs him quartz crystals and give him advice ai toi}:‘f {:tzﬁg
duct. The ceremony is now over, and on re urning '
can that afternoon, the novice remains in the men’s quar ers,
mx(llllt)i anot 0 back to his mother, or his small brothers, ox
alsters & r%x’m'e He must, however, keep away from the
m'Sters ’{u(l}lrxartérs and abstain from eating certain kinds of fond
‘;orpc: sa l)o:n‘iod to be determined DLy the headmen. At L}xe
(unbniee r'u‘ra which is held in the community, the ncu.p_h\-t(‘-
f\;ﬁ‘l he sg:;wn all the marked trees, and thé‘%f m«b o “;wmi ,
which are enacted at th(l--.1 guouamb,axtgl, nt\lllje keelaybang, aud a
al proceedings at the women’s camp. )
ﬂxi&ﬁlr:gl’i[c)‘:ao:xg lllgs been admitted Lo the status of wanhood by




338 R. H. MATUEWS,— The Keeparra

at the keelaybang, but as this custom is not now enforced
anywhere, I have not included it in this paper. From con-
versations which I have had with very old black fellows, there
appear to be some grounds for supposing that the custom wag
not universally earried out in the districts referred to. I am
now muaking further investigations into this matter, the results
of which will be included in a subsequent paper.

Adjoining the north-west cormer of the country peopled by
the tribes dealt with in this article, is a small community
occupying the Tableland of New England, whose initiation
ceremenies Lave been described by mwe in o paper contributed
to the Royal Society of Victoria.!

APTENDIX.
e Dhalgai Ceremony.

A short or abridged form of initiation ceremony, called
Dhalgai, is sometimes adopted by the same tribes whe inhabit
the tract of country dealt with in this paper., The Dhalyai is
used only when there is no time, or it js otherwise inconvenient,
to hold the complete ceremony of the Keeparia. 1f  tribe has
a novice who is old enough to he initiated, and it will be some
time yet before another keeparra will be held, it is sometimes
thought desirable or politic to inangurate him into the rank of
manhood.  No preparcd ground Is required, nor is it 11CCessary
that the ucighbouring tribes should be sumuoned, as is impera-
tive in the casc of the keeparra, but eacl tribe initiate their
own boys. The following is 2 hrief outline of the Dhalgai
ceremony :

The novice, gooroomin, is taken away some morning from the
camp by three or four of the old uen, under pretext of going out
hunting, and they escort him to g Pblace previously agreed upon
among themselves. A number of the other men also start away
from the camp in a different direction, so that neither the women
nor the novice may Suspect anything unusual. When this
latter mob get out of sight of the eamp, they change their
course, and repair to the place which has been fixed upon for
the initiation of the boy—probably some well-known water-
hole.

The men who have the novice in charge are the first to reach
the appointed locality, and when they get near the water-hole
they sit down, and one of them goes on ahead, and lights a fire
in a level, open picce of ground.  This nian then retnrns to
where Lic Left his comtades, und oue of them, who is a brother-

! “Tue Burbung of the New England Tribes, N, Wales,” “ Proc. Roy. Soc.
Victoria,” ix (N.8.), 120-136,
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i ial, of the novice, then bends hig head
tlnl;olz“i’li:c%%zszf a}:ge:;;d{mts him to the fire, aud places him
itti little way from it. . .
mt?[q:g g&::?dttachmeng of 1uen, w.ho §venb ail.wayv_nil ar, ({;ﬁ‘elrel.lt
direction, now approach, walking in single file, ‘-“tf,, a u§ h g:,
each hand, held up in front of them s0 that their ..gei zcxlxe l}th
visible. These men, who are called ;y_zllay, m‘: pa;n ed wi h
white stripes on the face, chest anfi limbs. i s 1&" «l:mlf)cse
along, they make a noise like the native dog, an ondge lu'lri ¢ ose
to the boy, they throw picces of stick over his hea » Which ln_
to the ground just beyoud him.  He is permitted htn omlsedl;ii
head and look at them, and then cast his eyes 0111 t». _g -?ff'ug u
before. They then throw away their bushgs, and, sp:c;,a ling qu (:
in front of the novice, stoop down and (:.ommencePsuapn:g t 1(;
rubbish off the ground with their hands. They keep stf‘.ll))plllg
backwards and scraping, }mm_ th.ey have a small‘ ‘spac]e cl c‘:?ll
of all leaves and small sticks in front of the novice, who is sti
sitting on the ground with his Lead bowed'.“. L thev hace tha
The yillay then step into the space whic 11 le) : m:'.» .t
cleared and commence Lo jump and dance, an( tm hoy mr-.,,fi}
to look atl them.  Onc of their member then steps uull’;;; ;m. L
of the rest on this clesred space and swings the ’y(,()'liall;k i
and the novice is raised to his feet and is directed to 0(')’. . tjil.;
old men tell him the mmysterics eonnec;ted x}-"nth .the Fl&(:i(?‘ ,A]'_.
instrament which he now sees before him.  They then_ . .h]f.t‘;.l} up
quite close to the moviee in a menacing attitude, .%nr_, Lt u}-u;
weapons in their hands, and threaten hlil.l ﬂlmf 1l ever ‘lm
divulges what he has now seen, he will be killed, eit u,: I)}Afttm'
hands of his own tribesmen, or by supernatural agcn(_:}.l A er
this ordeal is over, he is allowed to examine the sacred instru-
meAnfl the men then sit down near the fire, the neophyt% bemg
amongst them. He is then painted as & man of (;;h;a tnl 3, m;n
invested with a complete set of man’s attire, an t 1}e.o ; ;‘n
show him quartz crystals and give him advice as to his tu &rg
conduct. The ceremony is now over, and on returning ot !
camp that afternoon, the novice remains in the rﬁe% s cblluar ers;
and does not go back to Lis mother, or hl's small }‘of 1els,t;l)0
sisters any more. He must, however, keep aw ]?_) J mx;]{ he
women’s guarters and abstain from eating eerta.z{n inds c:& : (th
during a period to be dctermined by the hc.at .mteln: A the
next keeparia which is he}d iu the co‘nlnglini(«) 3 pf“}l;,f.,g,,:i;;i
‘1 » shown all the marvked trees, and the seeret ceremonies
::]lgc‘lr z:zf- \z'-i:uctczl at t-‘mle ;__gs;»ouamb’aug, L]lll)e keeluyliang, and all
al proceedings at the women’s camp.
th‘i&ﬁ;)];l’ilc];o::l?o has heen admitted to the status of manhood by
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means of the Dhalgai ceremony is called a Dhalgai man, in con-
tradistinetion to those who have been injtiated at the Xeeparra,
who are always spoken of as Keeparra men.

Ezxplanation of Plate XXXII.

A brief explanation of the Figures shown on the Plate will
now be given—the rcader being referred to the iext for further
details.

Fig. 1is the Kackaroo, 28 feet by 23 fet : a is a group of two boys; & a group
of four boys; ¢ and d groups of three boys each. Outeide
the embankimnent are the mothers of the boys, and the other
women farther back o, ¥, ¢, &', ¢ and f are the men swinging the
bull-roarers—one of them having entered the oval. The other
men are not shown as it would unnecessarily erowd the Plate.

Fig. 2 represents the G, bang (Excr t Place), 81 feet by 26 feet, with
the heap of carth, e, in the centre. The four groups of boys, a,
b, ¢, and d, are represented sitting betwcen the Eeap and the
cembankment, but it has not becn thought necessary to show the
positions of the men—this having been sufficiently explained in
the descriptien of the keeparra ground. The track, yuppang,
leading from the goonambang to the kackaroo, is shown by a dotted
line in this as well as in Fig, 1.

Fig. 3 represents the Kedaybang (Micturating FPlace), a, 8, being the line of
gunyahs or shelters, ¢, ¢ the row of fires, and d the clear space
where the men perform their plays and dances.

Fig. 4 is the Kweealbang (Fire Place), y is the fire in the centre, around which a
heap of green bushes, f, are laid ; a, b, ¢, d, are the mothers of the
novices, and the other women, lying down, covered over with rugs
and bushes; ¢, ¢, ¢, ¢, is the circlo of men and boys painted white,
and having their hands joined together; 4 is the way the men and
novices have come in from the bush,

Fige. 6 to 13 represent the dharrook carved upon trees growing around the
g ang, which are fully described in previous pages.

Fig. 5 represents the place where the novices are brought in, and are given a
drink of waler; @, @, are the mothers standing in a row at the
five, f;—the other women, g, being behind them. On the other
side of the fire is & row of coolamine, &, 5, containing water: c, ¢,
is the row of novices, and d, d, are the guardians; e, e, are the
other men present; and & is the dircction from which they have

Just come.

Lirg HiSTORY of an AcnORI FAKIR; with Exhibition of the
Human Skull used by him as « Drinking Vessel, and
Notes on the similar use of Skulls by other Races, By HEXRY
BAvrour, M.A.

[WITu PLATES XXXIII-XXXIV.]

DEING anxious o obtain for the Pitt Rivers Museum a

specimen of the humuan calvaria used as a drinking vessel

by Aghori Fakirs in India, I wrote to Surgeon Captain H. E.

Dhake Brockman, LM.S, asking him to try and obtain one for

me. This he not only succeeded in doing, having obtained
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